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Strategic Lending. Lasting Legacy.

TIPS FROM JESUS ON STAYING MOTIVATED

Jesus never had a slump. Not because the work was easy, but because His why
was unshakeable. Every REALTOR® hits seasons where the grind feels
heavier than the goal. Motivation fades, momentum stalls, and the calendar
starts winning. But there's a model for sustained motivation that has
outlasted every productivity trend ever written, and it's worth studying.

JONATHAN SWEAT
Branch Manager | MLO
MMLS ID# 308553
540.314.8843

jsweati@ihmcloans.com He anchored to purpose, not performance. Jesus didn't measure His day by

outcomes. He measured it by obedience to the mission. When your why is bigger
than your numbers, a slow month doesn't define you.

He celebrated small moments without waiting for big wins. One lost coin found.
One lost sheep returned. One changed life. He found meaning in the moment in front
of Him, not just the finish line ahead.

He stayed connected to His source. Before long days and hard conversations, He
prayed. Top producers who sustain motivation long-term have a replenishment
rhythm that is spiritual, physical. and relational, not just a hustle rhythm.

CORY BARMNES
Mortgage Loan Originataor
NMLS ID#2630832
704.791.9975
charnes@ihmecloans.com

He reminded Himself of the people, not the process, When the work got heavy, He
looked at the people it served. Your clients aren't transactions. They are families,

futures, and fresh starts. Let that fuel you.

He surrounded Himself with people who shared the mission. Twelve people who
believed what He believed, going where He was going. Isolation kills motivation.
Community sustains it.

He pressed through resistance without losing His identity. Criticism, rejection, and

DIXIE LOWE
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS ID#1596002
540.676.2054
dlowe@ihmcloans.com

pressure came at Him constantly. He never let opposition rewrite who He was or why
He showed up. Meither should you.

He kept the end in view. He endured the cross for the joy set before Him. Top
producing REALTORS® endure the hard seasons because they can see clearly what
they are building toward.

Mativation isn't something you find. It's something you protect.

The Legacy Team is here to help you build a business worth staying motivated for.

TIPHANIE RASNICK
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMMLS ID#1161741
540.598.7582
trasnick@ihmecloans.com

BOOT CAMP

Every Wednesday

10-10:30 a.m:.
www.Zzoomlegacyteam.com
Each week, we help top

agents build the systems and
habits that keep theijg 25584
pipelines full. ' A

THE LEGACY TEAM

Ve Mose Laat-/Hinuide Pande.

FAST, RELIABLE CLEANING FOR BUSY HOMEOWNERS AND REALTORS®.

TJs SUPERIOR
CLEANING

540-815-9555

latonyaones83@gmail.com

Commercial & Residential
Move-In & Move-Out
Mold & Fire
Painting

Restoration
Much More




REPAIR

(434) 610-1795
104 WHITEHALL RD LYNCHURG VA 24501

Turnlng 1€ 77 ;; Home Inspection

Radon Testing
I I'ItO Mold Inspection & Testing

Sewer Scope Inspection
Keep closings on track with
our trusted inspection team.

CALVERT Home Inspection, LLC

540-632-7115

calverthomeinspection@yahoo.com
calverthomeinspection.com

EIFS Inspection
Foundation Certification

We i, Phy booky 30 you
WW%&WMJ’

Bookkeeping Tailored for Real Estate Agents
and Brokerages

Discover what you truly retain. Lets chat!

sscustombookkeeping.com
434-278-0204

4 - September 2026
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Preferred Pariners

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

APPRAISAL SERVICES
MLA Valuation & Advisory
Jared Schweitzer

(540) 345-3233
mlavaluation.com

ARBORIST/TREE CARE
Bartlett Tree Experts
Adam Braaten

(434) 546-6423
www.bartlett.com/locations/
roanoke-va.cfm

Bartlett Tree Experts

Cory Deniker
www.bartlett.com/locations/
lynchburg-va.cfm

BOOKKEEPING/ACCOUNTING
S & S Services, LLC

Samantha Simmons

(434) 299-3920
sandsservicesva.com

CLEANING SERVICES

All Star Commercial &
Residential Cleaning, LLC
Rhonda Carrico Washington
(434) 258-0850

TJs Superior Cleaning
LaTonya Jones
(540) 815-9555

CUSTOM BUILDER
Grace Alon Builders
Andrew Lee

(540) 900-8001
gracealon.com/

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Kelley’s Electric, LLC
Joshua Kelley

(540) 521-3686
kelleyselectricllc.com

Wired Up Electrical
Dalton King

(434) 660-9897
wiredupelectrical.com

6 - September 2026

ESTATE SALES

Big Spring Estate Services
Toby Bullion

(540) 641-1413
www.bigspringestate
services.com

EVENT SERVICES

One Fine Day Events
Chelsea Yeatts

(540) 212-4114
www.onefinedayva.com

FOUNDATION REPAIR

AND WATERPROOFING
Fortress Foundation Solutions
Jon Burger

(434) 818-5937
www.fortressfoundation
solutions.com

HEATING/COOLING
Ideal Comfort, LLC
Scott Hensley

(434) 352-2028
idealcomfortva.com

HEATING/COOLING/
PLUMBING/ELECTRICAL
Freedom Home Services
Brendan Burrell

(434) 339-0001
www.freedomheatingand
airva.com

HOME INSPECTION

2020 Home Inspections, LLC
Neil Wilson

(434) 609-6789
www.lynchburghome
inspector.com/

CALVERT Home Inspection, LLC
Beth Dudley

(540) 550-6538
www.calverthomeinspection.com

Inspecx/Goldstar Services, LLC
Tim Gardner

(540) 798-1388

Inspecx.com

INSURANCE

Comparion Insurance Agency
(540) 989-6179
www.comparioninsurance.
com/insurance-agent/virginia/
roanoke-0536

Meador Insurance Agency
Bill Meador

(540) 904-7833
meadorinsurance.com

The Vargas Agency,
Goosehead Insurance
Albert Vargas

(540) 469-5115
www.albertvargas.com

INTERIOR DECORATING
Foxglove + Fern

Andi Fernandez

(786) 210-1838
www.foxglovefern.com/

LVP FLOORING

C.A.S.E. Discount Flooring
Heather Murray

(540) 858-1128
www.casediscountflooring.com/
bedford-va/

MOLD REMEDIATION

& INSPECTION
Inspecx/Goldstar Services, LLC
Tim Gardner

(540) 798-1388

Inspecx.com

MORTGAGE

First Bank & Trust Company
(804) 508-7813
www.firstbank.com

Freedom First Credit Union
Edgar Tuck

(540) 401-8073
www.freedomfirst.com/
edgar-tuck

The Legacy Team of
Integrity Home Mortgage
Jonathan Sweat

(540) 314-8843
ihmcloans.com

E" E ONLINE

ooty PARTNER
DIRECTORY

MOVING & STORAGE
Blue Ridge Moving, LLC
Tyler Lucy

(434) 841-3401
blueridgemoving.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Kristina Rose Photography
Kristina Rose

(540) 818-8564
www.krosephoto.com

PIANOS SALES/TUNING
The Piano Guyz

Jeremiah Guelzo

(434) 420-2583
stoneblueproductions.com

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY & MEDIA
Rapid Imagery

Bryce Scott

(540) 522-5467
www.rapidimagery.com/

RealPixs,LLC
Tom Wallace
(540) 505-8499

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
VBR ROOFING AND
RESTORATION

Jim Lane

(540) 354-5517
vbrroofing.com/

TITLE SERVICES
All Star Title and
Settlement, LLC

Lee Anna Buford
(540) 518-1080

Court Street Title
Paula Furrow
(540) 520-0358

Impact Title & Settlement,LLC
Jay Vaughan

(540) 566-5811
www.impacttitleva.com

WINERY/EVENT VENUE
Riviera Vines

Tay Adams

(540) 453-8338
rvieravines.com

VALUATION
M L & ADVISORY

Trusted Insight. Regional Reach.

Jared L. Schweitzer, MAI, SRA

540-345-3233
office@mlavaluation.com
www.mlavaluatior

Every Successfulr Commercial Deal
Starts with Knowing the Value.

From neighborhood retail centers to industrial facilities, office

buildings, apartments, schools, churches, and land tracts, we
provide reliable commercial valuations that help you move
forward with confidence.

Foxglove + Fern
let's ge* more bugers in the door

Creating + Staging
Personalized Spaces ©@Foxglove_Fern

® www.foxglovefern.com
@ Andi@foxglovefern.com

@ Foxglove + Fern
®786-210-1838

Blue Ridge Real Producers - 7
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6 Preferred Partners $ £1 :Ia

9 Meet the Team 354

10 Save The Dates

12 Partner Spotlight: Andi Fernandez, Foxglove + Fern —) ‘

18 Featured Team: Brandon White and James Altice

24 Cover Story: Tim Bushnell = OR ‘ @

32 In The Loop
34 By The Numbers

If you are interested in contributing or nominating
agents for a story in future issues, please email us at
betty.lee@realproducersmag.com.

WHERE EVERY DEAL INTO PLACE

Impact Title & Settlement, LLC is
a locally owned and operated

title and settlement company
serving all your closing needs.

540 566-5811
info@impacttitleva.com

8 - September 2026

Meet

The
Team

Betty Lee Jacki Donaldson Amber Perdue Kristina Rose

Publisher Managing Editor & Writer Photographer Photographer
betty.lee@realproducersmag.com Jjacki.donaldson@n2co.com amberperduephotography@ www.krosephoto.com

336-414-3324 453-332-5171 gmail.com 540-560-9639

540-293-4697

Bryce Scott Chelsea Yeatts Jeremiah Guelzo N2 Digital
Photographer & Videographer Event Coordinator Photographer
rapidimagery@gmail.com chelsea@onefinedayva.com Jjeremiah@stoneblueproductions.com
540-522-5467 540-212-4114 434-420-2583

d/b/a Real Producers (“N2”). Advertisements appearing in this publication are paid placements and are not endorsed or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the
statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this publication may include content created with the
assistance of artificial intelligence (Al) tools by authors or contributors and may not be independently verified by N2.

MOVING
W&%&WL‘%& /M&é‘ﬁ%ﬁw/ﬂ/

m DISCLAIMER: The articles and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company

RIDGE

BVING %' BLUE RIDGE MOVING

LEC

Your Go-To Moving Partner

Free Estimates * Expert Packing, Loading, & Unloadlng
Timely, Reliable, & Stress-| Free Serwce
Ask about our cleaning and organizing : rvices

(434) 841-3401 | blueridgemoving.com
Tyler Lucy, Owner '} blueridgemovingco@gmail.com

Blue Ridge Real Producers - 9
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS ONE VENUE.
Our next opportunities for connecting, collaborating, &%%%A/ W@AAM&L

celebrating, and continuing our education are on the horizon.
WEDDINGS ¢« CORPORATE EVENTS

PRIVATE PARTIES « FLOWER FARM & U-PICK
GLAMPING & STAYS « WINE EVENTS
DANCE NIGHTS « PHOTOGRAPHY
RETREATS « SEASONAL FESTIVALS
& MORE

© &> | B | @
WEDDINGS CORPORATE PRIVATE PARTIES FLOWER FARM GLAMPING WINE EVENTS DANCE NIGHTS PHOTOGRAPHY RETREATS SEASONAL
EVENTS & U-PICK &STAYS FESTIVALS

SEPTEMBER 16, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Blue Ridge Real Producers

Late Summer Soirée

Riviera Vines

Join us as we bring together top-
producing agents and trusted
preferred partners to connect,
collaborate, and celebrate.

4025 CHILDRESS RD

CHRISTIANSBURG, VA 24073 RIVIERAVINES.COM 0

([COVERAGE|

GeullhzZeter

OCTOBER 13, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

CE for REALTORS® (40 seats available) ‘/ A R G AS
Sponsored by Blue Ridge Real Producers AGE NC Y, 6 goosehead
Join us in the training room at the Roanoke .
Valley Association of REALTORS®.

REAL ESTATE MARKETING

RAPID
IMAGE=RY

NOVEMBER 11

Blue Ridge Real Producers
Holiday Celebration
Another signature gathering
is in the works. Stay tuned for
more information.

Albert Vargas | Agency owner

(540) 469-5115
albert.vargas@goosehead.com

Jessica Carroll | Broker

(540) 446-0234

jessica.carroll@goosehead.com
RAPIDIMAGERY.COM

10 - September 2026 Blue Ridge Real Producers - 11



PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Foxglove Fern

STORY BY JACKI DONALDSON

PHOTOS BY KRISTINA ROSE, KRISTINA ROSE PHOTO

Andi Fernandez picked out color
schemes and furniture for her parents’
living room when she was growing

up. No one taught her to see a room
differently. She simply had an artist’s
eye. That instinct followed her into
motherhood, where she loved creating
spaces for her children, and eventually
inspired her to launch Foxglove + Fern.

Today, Andi helps clients transform

their homes through interior design.

Her services include digital designs,
mood boards, sourcing furniture and
décor both locally and online, and
overseeing contractors when projects
require additional expertise. She works
with some clients in person and others
entirely virtually, tailoring every project
to their individual needs. Lately, occupied
staging has become one of the fastest-
growing parts of her business, as she
helps real estate agents and homeowners
prepare properties for the market.

Fernande

~"Seeing ™
‘—~What’
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As a creative,
it’s incredibly
rewarding to
lean on my
artistic nature
., every day.”

That side of the business began almost
by accident when a REALTOR® friend
asked Andi to help prepare a listing for
professional photos. She decluttered the
home, rearranged existing furniture,
and incorporated a few of her own
accent pieces to elevate the space.

Andi believes one of the biggest
misconceptions about interior design

is that it is only for luxury budgets.
“Interior design does not have to be
expensive,” she notes. Whether she’s
incorporating thrifted treasures, vintage
finds, or brand-new furnishings, Andi
works with clients across a wide range
of budgets. Her goal is to help clients
create spaces they love while making
the most of every dollar they invest.

To support that philosophy, she offers
flexible pricing to fit each client’s needs.
Referred clients receive a waived
consultation fee, bundled service
packages offer discounted hourly rates,
and her popular “Designer for a Day”
service allows clients to book a full day
of her expertise at a flat rate.

For real estate professionals, Andi believes
presentation makes all the difference.

“As a designer, I know not everyone can
visualize a space the same way,” she

-

shares. “Listing photos are a buyer’s first
impression, and how a home is presented
can influence both the number and
quality of prospective buyers.”

She has seen firsthand how thoughtful
staging helps buyers focus on a home’s
potential instead of its distractions.
“Small touches go a long way,” she
explains. “Investing in how a property
presents itself can help it sell faster and
often for a higher price.”

Originally from Miami, Florida, Andi
relocated to the Roanoke area when her
husband’s career brought the family
there. Today, she and her husband

are raising their three children while
enjoying everything the region has to
offer, from hiking local trails to exploring
community festivals and traveling
whenever they have the opportunity.
Outside of work, Andi enjoys staying
active, spending time outdoors, and
cheering on her children at school events
and extracurricular activities.

Andi defines success as being happy
with what she does. “It’s so important
that I enjoy what I'm doing and that

my kids can see how much I love my
work,” she comments. And that mindset

shapes every project she takes on. “As
a creative, it’s incredibly rewarding to
lean on my artistic nature every day,”
she says.

Whether she’s redesigning a family’s
living room or preparing a listing for the
market, Andi loves helping people see
what’s possible. For her, uncovering the
hidden potential in every space never
gets old.

Connect with Andi
786-210-1838
andi@foxglovefern.com

Blue Ridge Real Producers - 15
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THE OLD
FLOORS

Transform your space
with flooring designed
for beauty, durability,
and everyday living.

Schedule your
LVP consult today!

ULTRA-DURABLE | ECO-FRIENDLY | GUARANTEED mﬂ.
In-Stock Inventory | (540) 858-1128 | casediscountflooring.com/bedford-va oors

|

Best of Roanoke Platinum
Award Winner for Best Insurance Agency—

10 Qmm e @t«r

Experience a decade
of award-winning

MEADOR pro%w/ .

INSURANCE AGENCY

Get a Quote Today!

Scan the QR code or visit

www.Meadorlnsurance.com %
(540) 904-7833 I~ \ Bill Meador
FLATINUM Owner/Agent

Voted Best of Roanoke—10 Years in a Row!

16 - September 2026

SCHEDULE
YOUR SEASONAL
TUNE-UP TODAY.

“The most important thing when dealing with
service vendors is that they communicate
promptly, do what they say, and show up
when they commit. That is Ideal Comfort LLC!
Scott Hensley and his staff offer excellent
customer service from start to finish!”
—Karen Walker Hall, happy client

ldeal Comfort LLC : Air Gondntwnmg, Q&B%ﬂm
(434) 352-2028 | (434) 664-8335 | idealcomfortva.com

WE'VE MADE YOUR'7: &
TREES OUR BUSIN :-._sg

EXPERT TREE CARE FOR 119 YEARS — AND GROWING,

For 118 years, our family-owned company has brought a rare mix of groundbreaking
sclence ﬂl'.!ﬁr".'i"-'a'i"ll'lln‘:] salet ¥ practices, and ';]li"":"'!' resources to BVery tree
shrub-care task at hand. 8ndat the heart of our success are our people — experts

who Know and champion every tree, no matter the species, Allow usto show your
glients how 5 inspiring one beautiful property after another

Serving Roanoke, Lynchburg, Smith Mountain Lake, and the New River Valley

Call 540-343-9376 or visit bartlett.com

PRUNING | FERTILIZATION | CABLING & BRACING

INSECT & DISEASE MANAGEMENT | TREE INSPECTIONS oG AR
STORM DAMAGE | LIGHTNING PROTECTION | REMOVALS ]T?’RF E g;(lﬁ]]%“[r{-[’;g
% -

SCMNTING TR CARE SPCE 1

Blue Ridge Real Producers - 17




FEATURED TEAM

STORY BY JACKI DONALDSON
PHOTOS BY AMBER PERDUE,
AMBER PERDUE PHOTOGRAPHY

— - andon White
James Altice

remembers helping When she finally found

Big LiCk RC alty Group B randon White still searched for the right fit.

his grandmother the one, he saw firsthand

pOWCer by REAL search for a home. Long how meaningful the

’ before he earned his real process could be. Years
BI’OkCI‘, LLC E— ROiankC estate license, he spent later, Brandon says that
weekends touring homes experience played a defining
with her, watching the role in the career he loves.

F rom Day One excitement build as they

Blue Ridge Real Producers - 19




20 - September 2026

That career has another key
ingredient: friendship.

Brandon and James Altice
met on their first day at Wells
Fargo. They spent six weeks
of training together before
working together in checking
and savings and later in

the home equity division.
Brandon spent five years

there, while James spent four.

Their paths eventually
diverged. Inspired by the
REALTOR® who helped
his grandmother purchase
her home, Brandon earned
his real estate license in
2021. James worked in
home maintenance after
Wells Fargo, became HVAC
certified, and later moved
into pest control. Those
experiences gave him an
in-depth understanding of
homes that now benefits
every client he serves.

Brandon quickly found
success in real estate. After
about a year and a half

on a team, he moved to a
smaller brokerage near
Smith Mountain Lake, where
he became the company’s
top-producing agent during
his first year. As his business
grew, he kept encouraging
James to join him in real
estate. “For about a year, I
kept talking to him about

it,” Brandon says. James
eventually earned his license
in September 2024.

The two later joined Keller
Williams to take advantage
of its training opportunities
and launched Big Lick
Realty Group. Recently, they
moved to REAL Broker, LLC
— Roanoke.

Today, James and Brandon
focus on their strengths.

“James is buyer-focused,
and I'm more on the listing
side,” Brandon explains.
The approach has fueled
impressive growth. During
their first full year together,
they closed 40 transactions.
By July of this year, they
already had 33 transactions
completed or under contract,
with nine additional deals
pending, putting them

on pace for about 50
transactions. Their goal for
next year is 75.

That success stems from
plenty of hustle. Brandon
earned his real estate license
in just eight days, passing
both required exams on his
first attempts before getting
straight to work. He built his
business by door knocking,
hanging flyers, and calling
expired listings and For Sale
By Owner properties, a niche
he still enjoys today. “I'm
willing to put in the extra
effort,” he says.

That determination pairs
well with James’ practical
knowledge of homes.
Brandon describes himself
as detail-oriented, carefully
walking through every
property to help clients
avoid surprises. James brings
another layer of expertise
through his background in
maintenance, HVAC, and
home repairs.

Brandon admits he thinks
about real estate almost
constantly. “I absolutely
love it,” he says. “I'm
passionate about it.” His
favorite moments come on
closing day. “I see the smiles,
sometimes the tears, and the
excitement from the kids,” he
says. “Then I stay connected
with those families and
watch them grow.”

Outside of real estate,
Brandon has found
another way to bring
people together. A few
months ago, he started
the Roanoke Board Game
Community, which meets
at a local brewery twice
a month. The gathering
serves as a place for past
clients, business owners,
insurance professionals,
and community leaders.
The latest meetup drew
about 20 people.

When he’s away from work,
Brandon enjoys hiking,
photography, and relaxing
in the sauna. He laughs that
he’s a “modern-day hippie,”
beginning and ending each
day with a cup of lavender
mint tea. He and his wife,
Ashley, share their home
with four dogs and two

cats on an acre of land. A
lifelong sports enthusiast
who grew up racing dirt
bikes, Brandon recently
traded motorcycles for a
Prius with a sunroof, joking
it’s “about as close as I'm
going to get to a motorcycle.”

James enjoys spending
time with his wife, Victoria,
and their sons, Carter and
Weston. Their home also
includes two dachshunds, a
boxer, and a basset hound.
When they’re not helping
clients, James and Victoria
enjoy exploring local
wineries together.

Looking back, Brandon and
James can trace everything
to that first day of Wells
Fargo training. Years later,
they’re still working side

by side. Only now, instead
of helping customers with
home equity loans, they’re
helping families find a place
to call home.

I'see the smiles,
sometimes the tears,
and the excitement
from the kids. Then |
stay connected with
those families and

watch cheng 3
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B Big oppring Estate Sewices
We Clear It So You Can

Specializing in the estate sales
and liquidation services.

bigspringestateservices.com
(540) 641-1413

Court Street
Title

Real Estate Settlement Agency

‘ Comparion
Insurance Agency
8 4 < 'y - 1

Protect the life you've built—

ana/ %2%920%2& yOMjO'U,@

September is Life Insurance
Awareness Month.
Contact your local insurance
agent to find coverage that can
help secure your family’s future.

RCHAMPIONS 1P TEAV A TR —
WFOR EVERY CLOSING %

Scott Vaught
PARTNER WITH THE PACK YOU CAN TRUST, . Do (oo 4546934
Scott.Vaught@Comparionlnsurance.com

AUTO | HOME | LIFE | AND MORE

117 East Court Street « Rocky Mount, VA 24151
(540) 483-8696 EXT. 3 « pafurrow@courtsttitle.com

22 - September 2026

A Winning Inspection
Starts With the Right Team

So your clients don't have to.

] 4:'?

. NEIL WILSON I

- MASTER*HOF \ CTOR
LIC#3380000586'NR5"F_‘_£I}#

Homelnspecto? com
43’4 1609 6789 |

Virginia New Home Certified | Mold Testing | Pre-Purchase Inspections | Radon Testing
Well Inspection with a Home Inspection | Pre-Listing Inspections | Mold Inspections | Pool Inspections with a Home Inspection

People are judging Ol IE\!Llll I!FSD;\Y

your business before

they contact you. YOU DESERVE TO
Ergey. Your Enne Evernts

WILL THEY
TRUST WHAT
THEY FIND?

GET THE 3 QUICK FIXES

to create a stronger first impression and stand
outin an Al world,

Extraordinary, effortless experiences

Photos & Strategy Tha t' Refined, luxurious design
KR Help You Stand Out Onli rmi Polished & deeply personal atmosphere
- = I-:ri:-'.t:na-@kroﬁephntn.nnm!
! 540-560-9639| Owner & Creative Director
Kr I-Stl na R{}SE Christlansburg, w.é www.onefinedayva.com
www.krosephoto.com| info@onefinedayva.com | 540-212-4114
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Acree Brothers Realty Team
KELLER WILLIAMS

USHNELL

1

PRESSURE
MEETS
PURPOSE

STORY BY JACKI DONALDSON
PHOTOS BY JEREMIAH GUELZO

When Tim Bushnell
walked away from
a stable six-figure
career, he was 34
years old, married,
raising four young
children, paying

a mortgage, and
responsible for
providing for his
family. He also had
just nine months of
severance. | knew
| had to replace my

income,” Tim recalls.

“The pressure was
unreal. | couldn’t let
my family down.”

At the time, Tim was leading customer
service teams for GoDaddy after the
company acquired the social media
marketing startup where he worked. As
artificial intelligence and automation
began replacing many of the team’s
responsibilities, layoffs became
inevitable. Rather than wait and
wonder, Tim approached his manager
with an unusual request. “If 'm on the
list with someone else,” he told his boss,
“let me go.”

The severance package gave him an
opportunity to consider what came

next. Initially, he planned to return to
ReminderMedia, where his cousin, Luke
Acree, and other relatives worked. At the
same time, he had become fascinated

by real estate investing and was
constantly picking the brain of another
cousin, Stephen Acree, who had built a
successful real estate career.

Stephen offered a different idea.
“Don’t become an investor first,” Tim
remembers him saying. “Come sell real
estate. You can invest, too.” After many
conversations with his wife, Leah, and

much prayer, Tim knew that was exactly
what he was supposed to do.

Faith has always played a central role in
Tim’s life. The son of a pastor, Tim was
born in Virginia Beach before moving
with his family to Florida and later to
Fluvanna County, Virginia, where his
father joined Tim’s uncle, Alan Acree,

in pastoring a church. After graduating
from high school in 2006, Tim remained
in Virginia to attend community college
and play music with his cousins,
Stephen, Luke, and Dan, leading
worship at churches throughout the
region and even opening for nationally
known Christian recording artists. He
later moved to Texas to continue his
education, taking advantage of the lower
cost of tuition.

He later earned a business degree from
the University of Texas at Arlington,
where he met Leah through church
while she was pursuing her master’s
degree. The couple married in
Georgetown, Texas, and are now raising
four children: Colton, Isadora, Ryker,
and Hartleigh.
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Tim spent nearly his entire professional
career helping businesses grow. He
began with ReminderMedia, creating
marketing materials for real estate
professionals before joining a Texas
startup focused on helping small
businesses with social media marketing.
When GoDaddy acquired the company,
Tim continued advancing into
leadership roles, managing customer
success teams while helping thousands
of entrepreneurs grow their businesses.

Along the way, he learned a lesson that
would later shape his own real estate
career. “The more people you meet
and genuinely connect with, the more
opportunities you'll create,” he shares.

Tim earned his real estate license in
2023 and joined the Acree Brothers
Realty Team. Knowing he had little time
to replace his corporate income, he
approached the business with relentless
discipline. Under the guidance of Luke,
Tim committed to contacting 50 new
people every day and having at least 20
meaningful real estate conversations
daily. He is grateful for Cody Smith,
Acree Brothers Realty sales director, for
helping him get off to a fast start.

For six months, his family understood
that building the business would require
tremendous sacrifice. “My wife told

me, ‘I trust you, and I trust what God is
leading us to do,” Tim shares. “Without
her support,  wouldn’t be where I am
today.” Tim hosted open houses nearly
every weekend, called prospects in the
evenings, and spoke with anyone willing
to have a conversation.

Those conversations changed
everything. While door-knocking for
an open house, Tim met someone

who invited him to a local real estate
investment meetup. A few months
later, another chance encounter at
one of his listings led him to finally
attend. The relationships he built there
became some of the most valuable in
his business. One investor eventually
became one of Tim’s largest clients,
trusting Tim with 25 to 30 transactions
each year.




His momentum grew quickly. Tim
completed 40 transactions during his
first 12 months, replacing his previous
income before his severance expired.
He followed that with 72 transactions
in 2024, 92 in 2025, and is on pace to
close more than 100 transactions in
2026. Today, approximately 60 percent
is referral and SOI, which includes his
investors. He credits his reputation to

something simple: “I answer my phone,

and I do what I say I'm going to do,”
he notes.

Although Tim enjoys working with
buyers and sellers of every type, he
has developed a niche representing
several active real estate investors,
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handling both their acquisitions and
listings. Ironically, one of those investor
relationships led Tim and his family to
their own dream home.

After helping clients purchase several
lots in a new neighborhood, Tim

and Leah fell in love with one of the
remaining homesites. To avoid any
conflict of interest, Tim stepped away
from representing himself in the
transaction. Following plenty of prayer
and patience, their offer was accepted.
Today, they’re neighbors with the same
clients who helped make it possible.

When he’s away from work, Tim’s
focus is on faith, family, and church.

He and Leah serve together regularly,
live just minutes from their church,
and stay busy raising four children, two
dogs—a Great Dane named Padfoot and
a collie named Jasmine—and a flock of
backyard chickens that keep the family
supplied with fresh eggs.

Looking back, Tim says the most
rewarding part of his career is watching
other people change the course of their
lives. Whether he’s mentoring new
agents, helping investors build wealth, or
guiding families toward a fresh start, Tim
loves seeing others achieve goals they
once thought were out of reach. “Helping
people transform their lives,” he stresses,
“is what makes this job so meaningful.”

REALTORS CARE
ABOUT CLOSINGS.

...their contractor should too!

Contact our Real Estate Response Team
for any of your home transaction needs.
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Licensed Master Electrician

540-521-3686 | kelleyselectric@gmail.com
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Rhonda Washington, Owner
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Life is full of surprises.
Your clients’ homes shouldn’t be.

SERVING: Roanoke, Salem,
Lynchburg, Bedford, Franklin, Henry,
Pittsylvania & Regions Surrounding
Smith Mountain Lake, 7 Days a Week

spie (540) 798-1388
Greater Roanoke Valley / SML
(540) 421-7453

Greater Lynchburg / Appomattox

INSPECTION SERVICES INSPECK.com
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Visit Our Website
Bookmark our website (blueridgerealproducers.com)
and follow us on social media to stay close to everything
Blue Ridge Real Producers. Exclusive content, trusted
preferred partners, event recaps, photo galleries, and
more are waiting for you. Scan the QR code on this page
and follow along for the latest updates.

Turn Your Blue Ridge Real Producers Story Into a
Powerful Marketing Tool

Take your Blue Ridge Real Producers feature a step
further with a custom article reprint. These high-
quality, branded pieces are perfect for open houses,
listing appointments, and direct mail, helping you
highlight your expertise and leave a lasting impression.
Email betty.lee@realproducersmag.com to explore
options and pricing.

Nominate Agents Making an Impact

Know agents who are raising the bar or making a
meaningful impact in the community? We’d love to
celebrate them. Submit your nominations on

our website.

Support the Partners Who Support

This Community

Our preferred partners help make this magazine
possible through advertising, event participation, and
ongoing support of our community. Because of them,
this publication is free to agents. Please support these
trusted businesses whenever you can.

Recommend a Trusted Local Business

Know standout local businesses that go above and
beyond for real estate professionals? Help us grow our
trusted network by recommending them on

our website.

Stay in Touch

We’re always looking for ways to En{r 0!
serve this incredible real estate %, ]
community better and create ':_}:1—*;@ F:;%
opportunities to collaborate, elevate, - "-’:'; X
and inspire. Have ideas or feedback? Ofradser

Reach out anytime at betty.lee@
realproducersmag.com.
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% Competitive rates § discounted
options for veterans § first responders

% Secure portal to track every closing
% In-office, mobile, or remote closings

% Mobile closings at no extra charge (Franklin to
Grayson County)

% Responsive—even outside business hours
% Fast turnaround

Q 540-518-1080

BX4 Olivia@allstarclosing.com
Leeanna®allstarclosing.com

Q@ 502 Newbern Road, Dublin VA 24084

RealPixs LLC

Real Estate Media Partner
h——l

IMAGES THAT STOP THE SCROLLING.
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BLUE RIDGE BY THE
NUMBERS

Here's what the Blue Ridge Real Producers

Top 300 REALTORS® sold in 2025

$3.9 Billion

SALES VOLUME

10,127

TOTAL TRANSACTIONS

$13 Million

AVERAGE AVERAGE

TRANSACTIONS SALES VOLUME
PER AGENT PER AGENT "
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A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currenc y St.
Irving, TX 75063

fr, " EXPERT FINANCING
- SOLUTIONS BACKED BY
7=~/ EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

Edgar Tuck
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| Roanoke/Lynchburg/SML Markets &
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Serving the Roanotie Valley and Smith Mountain Take Comumunities




