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MORTGAGES MADE

SIMPLE

With New American Funding, 
you’re not just pre-qualifying 
buyers—you’re positioning 
them to compete and close.

DPA
(Down Payment Assistance) NAF Cash FHA Loans VA Loans Conventional

Loans

Help more 
buyers get in the 

game with low 
upfront costs

(Credit score as 
low as 580)

Turn financed 
buyers into cash 
buyers—win in 

competitive 
markets

Flexible credit + 
as little as 3.5% 

down = more 
approvals

No down 
payment, no 

monthly MI for 
eligible veterans 

Buy, Build, or 
Refinance with as 
low as 3% down 
with competitive 

rates for qualified 
buyers. 

Equal Housing Opportunity. This is not a loan commitment or guarantee of any kind. Terms and conditions apply. Subject to borrower and property qualifications. Not all applicants will qualify. Rates and terms are subject to change without 
notice. All mortgage loan products are subject to credit and property approval. © 2026 New American Funding, LLC. NMLS #6606. nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Corporate office 1 MacArthur Place, Suite 800, Santa Ana, CA 92707 
www.newamericanfunding.com. Phone: (800) 450-2010. NAF Cash, LLC (“NAF Cash”) is a real estate company that is an affiliated company of New American Funding, LLC. All products and services supplied by NAF Cash are subject to state 
availability and contractual terms and conditions. NAF Cash does not originate loans or issue loan commitments. NAF Cash, LLC charges a Transaction Fee of 1.50%-7.5% of the purchase price for its service (fee varies by state and program). 
License number: MI Real Estate Broker #6505431332.

NATE ARMSTRONG
nate.armstrong@nafinc.com

505-550-4990
NMLS# 2557749

JEN HERNANDEZ
Hablo español

Jen.Hernandez@nafinc.com
505-657-7996
NMLS# 2586166

BENITO MAEZ
Benito.Maez@nafinc.com

505-785-1118
NMLS# 1682535

JULIAN CORDOVA
julian.cordova@nafinc.com

505-269-2549
NMLS# 1693329

Manual underwriting available as well.

PARTNER WITH NEW AMERICAN FUNDING 
AND CLOSE WITH CONFIDENCE.
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We Welcome Realtor 
Referrals with Free, 

Guaranteed 
Quotes—Every Time.

Why Choose Us? 
We're the highest-rated mover 

on Google

4.8 stars with
1,900+ reviews

505.888.1007
becca@myabqmover.com

From packing and loading to transportation and 
storage, we customize every move to fit your 
clients' unique needs.

Whether they're moving across town or across 
the country, our experienced team delivers a 
smooth, stress-free relocation experience.

Real estate agents face intense pressure to get homes 
market-ready quickly, and a professional estate sale 
company can handle the overwhelming task of clearing 
personal property so you can focus on closing the deal.

Serving Albuquerque for Over 10 Years!

Win more listings and
clear properties faster by
partnering with a trusted
estate liquidation team.

HR

HR Integrity Estate Sales
BARBARA SPEAR | (505) 339-8401

KEY BENEFITS: 
• Professional staging and intensive local marketing.
• Transparent accounting and prompt payouts for heirs.
• Broom-swept delivery so you can take listing photos 

immediately.

Don't let an estate backlog stall your next listing.

Cost-effective property maintenance solutions that
help homeowners get their properties market-ready

—without the cost of replacement.

SMART SOLUTIONS Made Simple

Albuquerque & Rio Rancho, NM  |  505-219-1952
freshtecllc@gmail.com  |  www.freshtec.solutions

Save up to 85%
vs. Replacement 

100% Eco-Friendly &
American-Made Products

Licensed & Insured
Veteran-Owned

DRIVEWAY
RENEWAL

Bring new life to old,
tired driveways. 

ALSO OFFERING
Power Washing || Roof Tune-Ups || Solar Panel Cleaning || Gutter Cleaning

FLAT ROOF
COATINGS 

Protect. Seal. Save.

ROOF
REJUVENATION 

Adds 6-8 years to
shingles using GreenSoy®
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If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, 
please email us at ml.rauch@realproducersmag.com, or call ML at (505) 250-0092.
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners

CLEANING SERVICE
Four Seasons Cleaning
Michael Galaviz
(505) 489-0755
www.fourseasonscleaning.com

ELECTRICIAN
Benco Electric, LLC
Ben Schroeder
(505) 934-1221
www.bencoelectricllc.net

ESCROW
Sunwest Escrow
Terry White
(505) 237-2225
www.sunwestescrow.com

ESTATE LIQUIDATION
HR Integrity Estate Sales
Barbara Spear
(505) 339-8401

ESTATE SALES
My Auction Addiction
Lloyd Swartz
(505) 252-0915
www.AlbuquerqueAuction 
Addiction.com

GARAGE SOLUTIONS
Pride Garages
David Large
(505) 818-9710
www.priderealestatenm.com

HOME INSPECTION
Duke City Inspections
Matt Williams
(505) 587-3535
www.dukecityinspections.com

Erhart Home Inspections
Rick Erhart
(505) 861-9040
www.erhartinspections.com

Fireman Home Inspections LLC
Lee Carns
(505) 353-2979
www.firemanhome 
inspections.com

General Inspectors 
of Albuquerque
Joseph Lebron
(505) 288-2234
generalinspectors@yahoo.com

Pillar to Post Home 
Inspectors/The CG Team
Eric Robinson
(505) 247-2298
www.pillartopost.com/cgteam

HOME SERVICES
Fresh Tec LLC  
Scott Herrmann
(505) 219-1952
www.freshtec.solutions

HOME STAGING
All About Staging
Trish Tilley
(505) 228-2895
www.allaboutstaging.info

HVAC/PLUMBING
C & L Total Service LLC
Chad Padilla
(505) 294-3777
www.CandLTotalServiceLLC.com

INSURANCE
Farm Bureau Financial Services
Mark Krueger
(505) 998-7250
www.agentmarkkrueger.com

Strategic Insurance Group
Benito Ortiz
(505) 585-0227
www.thesigco.com

LENDING
Rural 1st
Gabe Baeza
(505) 808-7361
www.rural1st.com/

MORTGAGE
Guild Mortgage
Robert Sanchez
(505) 573-9777
www.branches.guild 
mortgage.com/

Neighborhood Loans
Ross Murray
(505) 257-1933
www.closewithross.com

New American Funding
Nate Armstrong
(505) 550-4990
www.newamericanfunding.com

Waterstone Mortgage
Zora LaClair
(505) 389-1900
www.waterstonemortgage.com

MORTGAGE ADVISOR
Bell Bank Mortgage
Yvette Klinkmann
(505) 366-9090
www.mortgagesbyyvette.com

Cornerstone Home Lending
Lauren Sandoval
(505) 553-2059
www.laurensmylender.com

MORTGAGE BANKER
Bank of Albuquerque
Karen Holguin
(505) 804-3191
www.chrismaxwellmortgage.com

MOVING COMPANY
Faith Moving Company
Nick Fehrenbach
(505) 305-0182
www.faithmovingcompany.com

ProRelo Bekins
Brad Killman
(505) 888-1007
www.myabqmover.com

PAINTING SERVICE
New Mexico’s Painting 
Specialists
Mandi Loudenbach
(505) 250-8000
www.newmexicospainting 
specialists.com

PHOTOGRAPHY-FAMILY/
REAL ESTATE/EVENTS
Liz Lopez Photography
Liz Lopez
(505) 401-9843
www.lizlopezphotography.com

Ponic Photography
Jason & Elizabeth Ponic
(505) 595-5388
www.ponicphotography.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Couture Brokerage
Toni-Lei Ponic
(505) 321-3259
www.couturebrokerage.com

Nizhoni Property Management
Karla Rickert
(505) 644-1111

RESTORATION/REMODEL
Next Level Restoration 
and Remodel
Matt Adlesperger
(505) 980-7515
www.nextlevelrr.com

ROOFING & CONTRACTING
Hawk Construction Services
Justin Hawkins
(505) 881-4568
www.hawkcs.com

TITLE COMPANY
First American Title
Kylie Coffman
(505) 888-8232
www.nm.firstam.com

WFG Title
Teresa Manzanares
(505) 366-3973
wfgtitle.com

TRANSACTION MANAGEMENT
Right Wray Real Estate LLC
Timothy Wray
(505) 681-5199
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Meet
The

Team
M.L. Rauch (Kodi)

Publisher
Maddie Podish  
(Kira & Moose)

Social Media Coordinator

Mariya Stout (Duke)
Advertising Strategist

Amber Ortega (Penny)
Content Coordinator

Liz Lopez (Lucy)
Photographer

Liz Lopez Photography

Alexa Kirsch-Poole 
(Goober)

Client Concierge Manager

Elizabeth & Jason Ponic 
(Chloe)

Photographers
Ponic Photography

Elizabeth McCabe 
(Rooney)

Writer

DISCLAIMER: The articles and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company 
d/b/a Real Producers (“N2”). Advertisements appearing in this publication are paid placements and are not endorsed or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the 
statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this publication may include content created with the 
assistance of artificial intelligence (AI) tools by authors or contributors and may not be independently verified by N2.

The Right Photo Closes Before the First Showing.

LizLopezPhotography.com
505.401.9843

lizlopezphotography2@gmail.com

WHY REALTORS AND HOMEBUYERS
CHOOSE THE CG TEAM
GUARANTEED AVAILABILITY

WITHIN 2 BUSINESS DAYS 

WEEKEND INSPECTIONS

AVAILABLE

SAME DAY INSPECTION

REPORTS 

REPAIR REQUEST BUILDER

INCLUDED

BOOK YOUR 
INSPECTION 
TODAY!

CALL / TEXT  505-607-0319 
cgteam.pillartopost.com

LOCALLY OWNED, PROFESSIONAL & TRUSTWORTHY

YOUR DREAM GARAGE STARTS HEREYOUR DREAM GARAGE STARTS HERE

Ed McGee
505.301.5782  |  edmcgee17@gmail.com

David Large
505.818.9710  |  davidlarge65@gmail.com
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FREE
ESTIMATES

Make every showing pop with 
professional carpet cleaning that 

helps your listings  look—and 
smell— market-ready

Make every showing pop with 
professional carpet cleaning that 

helps your listings  look—and 
smell— market-ready

���������������������
Family Owned and Operated!  |  505-254-2180  |  fourseasonscleaning.com

�������������
���������������
We Handle the Dirt You Handle the Deal.

Clean Outs
Carpet Cleaning
Tile & Grout Cleaning

ML Rauch

(and Kodi)

Publisher

Dog Days
ne of my favorite things about Real Producers 
is the opportunity to learn about the people 
behind the business.

This month, we invited top-producing real estate 
agents to introduce us to the dogs who share their 
homes, offices, road trips, walks, Zoom calls, and 
daily lives. The response was overwhelming, in the 
best possible way.

As we planned this issue, I expected plenty of 
adorable photos and cute stories. We certainly 
received those. I loved getting to know the loyal 
companions who tag along to work, welcome clients 
with wagging tails, and make every adventure a little 
more fun. 

What I treasure most, however, are the lessons.

Many of the professionals in the pages that follow 
shared things they’ve learned from their dogs, such as:

•	 “Not to take everything so seriously. Sometimes 
all you really need is a good snack and a nap, and 
everything is right as rain!”

•	 “Sometimes the happiest moments come from 
simply slowing down and enjoying life as it comes.”

•	 “To pay attention to the little things in life.”
•	 “They remind me that success isn’t measured only 

by what we accomplish, but by how we make 
people feel.”

•	 “As amazing as business is, it’s extremely 
important to balance our work life and play life!”

•	 “I have learned what it is like to love and be  
loved unconditionally.”

•	 “Our dogs are our daily reminder to have fun, stay 
curious, and appreciate the simple things.”

•	 “Presence matters more than pace.”
•	 “To always be in a good mood, no matter what.”
•	 “Slow down, breathe, and tackle every challenge 

with a positive attitude.”

In an industry that often moves at a relentless pace, 
those reminders are powerful.

Dogs have a unique way of bringing people together. 
They don’t care about production numbers, titles, 
awards, or transactions. They greet us with the same 
enthusiasm on our best days and our hardest ones. 
They remind us to celebrate the small moments, 
extend grace, and lead with love. 

I hope this special Dog Days of Summer issue makes 
you smile, chuckle, and maybe even reach down to 
scratch a furry friend behind the ears. Most of all, 
I hope it reminds you that some of life’s greatest 
teachers walk beside us on four legs. For those who 
have lost a beloved pet, our hearts are with you. 
The love, loyalty, and memories they leave behind 
become part of us forever.

Enjoy the issue.

O F  S U M M E R

PUP NOTE
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“My mom raised the three of us on her 
own, and she worked incredibly hard to 
give us a good life. I watched her work 
toward the goal of buying a home while 
raising three kids and carrying all of the 
responsibilities that came with being a 
single parent. When she finally bought 
our house, I remember how proud she 
was of what she had accomplished. We 
were proud of her too.”

Looking back, Lauren realizes the 
lesson went beyond homeownership. 
“What stayed with me was my mom’s 
tenacity. She set a goal for herself and 
our family, worked incredibly hard for 

it, and made it happen. I think watching 
her taught me very early what it means 
to keep going after something that 
matters to you.”

Lauren never pictured herself working 
in mortgages. “I always knew I wanted 
to do work that made a difference, par-
ticularly in underserved communities,” 
she says. She studied sociology and 
psychology at the University of New 
Mexico and later earned her Master of 
Business Administration.

That passion led her to spend the 
beginning of her career working with 

Building More 
Than Mortgages: 

She’s Creating 
Opportunities  

for Families!

Lauren

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

PHOTOS BY PONIC PHOTOGRAPHY

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Meet

Sandoval

Growing up in Albuquerque, Lauren learned early 
what determination—and homeownership—could 
represent for a family.



ABQ Real Producers • 1716 • September 2026

sports game we can catch next or when 
we can squeeze in another Disney trip. 
And of course, our dogs are a huge part 
of our family too.”

Lauren has spent years intentionally 
building a business that integrates 
into her life rather than constantly 
competing with it.

“Balance doesn’t have to mean  
keeping everything separate. There are 
times when one requires more of me 
than the other, but I’ve worked hard to 
build a life where I can be present for 
the people and moments that matter 
while still doing work I genuinely  
care about.”

Creating Access 
At the heart of Lauren’s team is a 
shared belief that every family deserves 
access to safe, stable housing and the 
opportunity to pursue homeownership.

“We genuinely believe housing matters 
for every family, regardless of what that 
family looks like, where they come from, 
or what their path to homeownership 
may be. We go to great lengths to 
make sure people have access to the 
knowledge, resources, and options 
available to them. Sometimes that means 
helping someone buy a home today, and 
sometimes it means helping them build a 
plan to get there in the future.”

For Lauren and her team, success isn’t 
measured only by the loans they close, 
but by whether the people they serve 
feel respected, educated, and supported.

“We want every family who comes to us 
to understand their options and know 
they have a team willing to advocate 
for them. That belief is at the center 
of who we are and how we choose to 
serve our communities.” 

Lauren Sandoval, MBA 

Producing Branch Manager 

P: 505.553.2059 

LSandoval@houseloan.com

multiple nonprofit organizations. “I 
cared deeply about serving communities 
that didn’t always have the same access 
to resources and opportunities. I really 
believed that was where I would build 
my career.”

In 2017, an unexpected opportunity 
brought Lauren into mortgage lending. 
She had a six-month-old daughter 
and was moving from the nonprofit 
world into a role where she would be 
responsible for building a business and 
generating her own income.

“I remember talking it through with my 
husband, and he simply told me, ‘Bet on 
yourself.’ So I did.”

Nearly a decade later, Lauren is a nation-
ally ranked mortgage originator and has 
opened Cornerstone Home Lending’s first 
mortgage branch in Albuquerque along-
side a team that shares her commitment 
to families and community.

“Opening our Albuquerque branch 
felt like another version of that same 
decision. I was betting on myself again—
but more importantly, I was betting on 
my team, our community, and what I 
knew we could build together.”

Lauren also discovered that entering 
mortgage lending didn’t mean leaving 
purpose-driven work behind.

“I realized this could be about so 
much more than mortgages. It could 
be about education, advocacy, and 
making sure families—especially those 
who have historically had less access 
to homeownership—understand their 
options and have someone willing to 
help them navigate the process.”

Life Lessons 
Over the years, Lauren’s definition of 
success has evolved beyond production 
and professional milestones.

“Some of the best things I’ve built 
have come from surrounding myself 
with really good people, trusting their 
strengths, and realizing success is so 
much more meaningful when you get to 
share it with others.”

Her career has also taught her to value 
the difficult seasons. “There have been 
incredible highs and really hard seasons, 
and both have shaped me. I’ve learned 
to keep showing up, stay open to growth, 
and trust that sometimes the things that 
challenge you most are also the things 
that push you toward what’s next.”

Family Matters 
When Lauren is not working, family and 
friends are at the center of her life. Her 
husband and daughter are her world.

“We love to travel, spend time with 
our friends and family, and experience 
new things together. We’re pretty much 
always figuring out which professional 

We genuinely believe housing matters for every family,
regardless of what that family looks like, where they 

come from, or what their path to homeownership may be. 
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There is a lot happening at SWMLS right 
now, some of it visible to subscribers and 
quite a bit happening behind the scenes.

We’re continuing to move forward with 
technology while paying attention to 
how changes impact members day to 
day. We’ve added tools like Property 
Shield and RentSpree. ARDI, a new AI 
integration, is coming soon to provide 
another way for members to get answers 
through our website and phone system.

We’re also working to improve 
something much more basic: how 
quickly you can get help when you 
need it. Our MLS support staff had been 
fielding a large number of calls intended 
for other GAAR departments, putting a 
real strain on callback times. The phone 
tree has now been reorganized to better 
direct those calls, allowing our MLS 
team to focus on MLS questions and 
improve response times.

You may have also noticed increased 
compliance notifications. New systems 
are identifying issues that previously 
may have gone unnoticed. Sometimes 
staff simply need to be made aware 
of something; other times it’s a 

minor issue that can be 
quickly corrected. More 
significant or unresolved 
violations can result in 
fines. The goal isn’t more 
fines—it’s accurate data 
and a fair, cooperative 
marketplace. We know 
increased enforcement 
can be frustrating, and 
we’re paying attention 
to how the process is 
working for subscribers.

A lot of this work happens because 
members volunteer their time. Our 
Statistics, Compliance and Policy 
Committees spend countless hours 
reviewing data, discussing issues and 
helping shape decisions that affect all of 
us. I truly value the time and perspective 
they bring to SWMLS.

Nationally, MLSs are facing questions 
about access, membership, private 
listings and what the MLS of the 
future looks like. We’re having those 
conversations here, too. Our Strategic 
Roadmap will guide us over the next 
two years while giving us room to adjust 
as our industry changes.

At the end of the day, I’m not just the 
SWMLS President. I’m a producing 
broker using the same systems, 
navigating the same changes and 
occasionally sharing the same 
frustrations. I’m a volunteer who wants 
to leave things a little better than I found 
them. I’m part of the membership I 
represent, and I think that matters.

And when I’m done trying to solve MLS 
problems for the day, I go home to the 
three dogs in this photo—who remain 
completely unimpressed by my title.

Teri Hatcher 

REALTOR | Qualifying Broker | Owner

The Hive Real Estate Collective 

SWMLS

PRESIDENT’S 
ADDRESS
BY TERI HATCHER

SWMLS UPDATE

We’re on call to uncover the “hidden heat” 
in every home—so you can keep your 
closings cool, calm, and collected.

VETERAN OWNED
& OPERATED

We Put Out Problems 
Before They Burn Your Deal

PRE-SALE INSPECTIONS • HOME INSPECTIONS
THERMAL INSPECTIONS • SEWER SCOPES • RADON TESTING

505.715.1009 • KATE@FHIOFFICE.COM

25% 
Discount 

for
Active & 
Retired

Military as 
well as
First 

Responders

We Put Out Problems 
Before They Burn Your Deal

O U T S TA N D I N G  C U S TO M E R  S U P P O R T  +  S E R V I C E

505.934.1221
benco-electric.com

BONDED & INSURED LIC. #389951

REMODELS
INSPECTION REPORT REPAIRS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL SERVICE UPGRADES
EV CHARGERS      BACK-UP GENERATORS

MAKE EVERY 
SHOWING

  
Shine.

Helping Great
Realtors Create Great
Client Experiences
Reliable mortgage guidance
and personalized support designed
with Realtors and their clients in mind.

DAYNA LOERA
NMLS #492546
AVP, Mortgage Banker
dloera@bankofalbuquerque.com
T 505.994.6306
M 505.401.1546
F 505.717.3816
3901 Southern Blvd SE, Rio Rancho, NM 87124

Bank of Albuquerque® and BOK Financial® are trademarks of BOKF, NA. Member 
FDIC. Equal Housing Lender     . ©2026 BOKF, NA. NMLS #403501. All loans are 
subject to credit approval.

APPLY NOW
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Unconditional Love 
My two dogs have taught me all about unconditional love.  
L A Baby is my 10-year-old Maltese (pictured on the left) and 
Amalfi is my 7-year-old Maltese (pictured on the right). 

The Highest-Paid Employees 
These two dogs excel in real estate. They’re responsible for 
all the marketing, putting up signs, and installing lockboxes. 
Since they are members of the family, they have their own 
healthcare and their own 401(k). They get six weeks’ vacation 
and two meals a day. They ask for nothing in return.

JIM SHIVE 
Kel ler  Wil l iams Real ty

L A Baby 
& Amalfi

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

TARA DIAZ 
eXp Real ty

Opal
BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

Always Along for the Ride 
My Cavalier King Charles is my constant companion. Whether 
I’m heading to a showing, meeting with clients, or simply 
running errands, you’ll usually find my four-legged sidekick 
riding along in the car. Every drive is better with a loyal 
companion by your side.

A Daily Reminder 
Caring for my dog has reinforced the importance of taking care 
of everything. My Cavalier has made each day a little brighter 
through constant companionship and unconditional love.

ALICIA M MESSENGER 
Coldwel l  Banker Legacy

King Charles

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

Full of Joy 
Bella, my 10-month-old Maltese, has a zest for life. She’s very 
playful, full of energy, and always happy. She brings us so 
much joy. No matter how hard or stressful your day has been, 
she greets you at the door with a wagging tail, ready for kisses. 
Bella has taught me to pay attention to the little things in life. 

My Favorite Co-Pilot 
Bella also loves to ride shotgun, making her the perfect 
companion whether I’m running errands or heading to 
appointments. She has made life a lot sweeter, and I am 
incredibly grateful for my four-legged friend. 

ALEX NUNEZ 
Kel ler  Wil l iams Real ty

Bella
BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

Terrific Twos 
Opal, my Great Dane, was born on February 13, 2024. As a 
2-year-old Great Dane, she is a little smaller than your average 
Great Dane, but she is absolutely lovable with 95 pounds of 
puppy energy in a body that takes up the entire office. She 
has become part of my brand without me planning it. Clients 
remember the “agent with the giant dog,” and she has a way of 
breaking the ice with even the most reserved buyers. 

A Faithful Four-Legged Friend 
As I split my time between Albuquerque and San Diego, Opal 
keeps me grounded in a routine no matter which market I’m 
in. In a business built on hustle, she reminds me daily that 
presence matters more than pace. People trust you when you 
slow down enough to actually connect, and Opal taught me 
that. She also taught me all about love and patience. 

In the office, Opal considers herself an essential participant 
in every Zoom meeting. She also considers herself the office 
manager and never misses a chance to ride shotgun.
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Lily, Sammy & 
Arrow
Three Very Different Personalities 
Our home wouldn’t be the same 
without our three dogs. Lily, our rescue 
Shepherd-Cattle Dog mix, is spunky, 
sweet, and incredibly well-behaved. 
Sammy, our Mini Dachshund, is cute, 
crazy, and just a little bit naughty. Then 
there’s Arrow, our rescue Spaniel mix, 
who is wonderfully silly, stoic, and 
simply the best boy.

Always Part of the Team 
These three furry friends make 
appearances on Zoom calls, ride along 
on errands, and are always there to 
celebrate the wins and comfort us 
through the stressful days. They remind 
us not to take life too seriously and 
that a little excitement, loyalty, and a 
warm welcome can go a long way, both 
personally and professionally. 

Our dogs have taught us the importance 
of being present, patient, and putting 
relationships first. They don’t care about 
sales, deadlines, or busy schedules. They 
simply show up with loyalty, consistency, 
and unconditional love every day. That’s 
a pretty good reminder in both life 
and real estate that people will always 
remember how you made them feel.

Have Fun 
Life and real estate can both get pretty 
busy, and our dogs are our daily 
reminder to have fun, stay curious, 
and appreciate the simple things, like 
a walk around the neighborhood, a 
new adventure, or a car ride with the 
windows down.

SEAN & SHAY KESANI 
Coldwel l  Banker Legacy

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

a bit of a “sniper” with his tongue and can hit your face and 
nostrils with a kiss at any time. Additionally, he’s taught me the 
importance of brushing and flossing. He’s had 16 teeth removed. 

SKIP ADAMS 
#SoldBySkip

Sully
BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

NATALIE AMERSHEK 
La Puer ta Real Es ta te

Rosie BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

The Welcoming Committee 
Sully, my Yorkshire Terrier, takes his role as head of the 
welcoming committee very seriously. Whether it’s greeting 
Amazon drivers at the front door or curling up in my lap 
during Zoom calls, he loves being wherever the action is.

Office Assistant 
At work, Sully is an expert in transaction management and the 
finer points of residential contracts (or at least he likes to think 
so!). He keeps me company throughout the day and is always 
nearby, making every workday a little more enjoyable.

Full of Personality 
Sully loves treats and has mastered several show-stopping tricks, 
including rolling over, speaking, and playing dead. He’s also 

Take Time to Have Fun 
Rosie, my 2-year-old Australian Shepherd, is spunky. She 
always reminds me to take time to have fun. She helps me with 
marketing and classes, and she hangs out with me when I’m 
working from home.

My Birthday Twin 
Rosie is my birthday twin! From the day we brought her 
home, she’s been the sweetest, smartest, and most loyal dog 
we could’ve asked for. She doesn’t care where we’re going; 
she’s just happy to be along for the ride. Whether it’s family 
adventures, playing with the kids, or simply hanging out, she’s 
always by our side.

Super Fast 
Fun fact: Australian Shepherds are bred to work, and Rosie 
proves it every day. My husband clocked her running right 
alongside our son’s e-bike at an incredible 26 mph! Holy cow! 

This dog is FAST. And true to her breed, she’s always keeping an 
eye on the kids, making sure her “kids” stay together. She has 
the biggest heart, endless energy, and brings so much joy to our 
family every single day. We truly couldn’t ask for a better dog. 
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505.321.3259  |  COUTUREBROKERAGE.COM

Toni-Lei Ponic  |  Qualifying Broker  |  Property Manager  |  Licensed Realtor

SMART PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT THAT

Celebrate Labor Day while
we take care of the rest.

Your Trusted Ally in Property Management

Works As Hard As You Do.

THE BEST SURPRISE?
NO SURPRISES AT ALL.
CERTIFIED INSPECTIONS FOR SMOOTH CLOSINGS

505-861-9040 • erharthomeinspections.com
rickinspectshomes@gmail.com

Licensed, Bonded, and Insured

Helping buyers, sellers, and 
agents move forward

with confidence.

Call Rick Erhart Today!Call Rick Erhart Today!

The N2 Company was named to Inc.’s 
Best in Business list for Social Good — 
the authoritative list of companies that 
make a meaningful impact beyond profit.

Here’s the part we’re most proud of:
The magazine you’re reading is part
of that impact.

Read how THIS magazine is part of something bigger.

INC.
SAYS
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Three Unique Personalities 
Life wouldn’t be the same without Bluey, my Blue Weimaraner; 
Aspen, my Grey Weimaraner; or Oreo, my mutt. All three dogs 
have distinctive personalities. Bluey is full of energy, Aspen is 
more laid-back, and Oreo is as cuddly as can be.

Adventure Partners 
One thing they all have in common is their love of getting 
outside. They make sure we all get our steps in by joining me 
for runs, giving us the perfect excuse to enjoy some fresh air 
and exercise together.

Better Together 
The trio also makes regular appearances during my Zoom 
meetings, keeping me company throughout the workday. 
More importantly, they’ve made me a better person by 
teaching me patience. 

RACQUEL GURULE 
LPT Real ty

Bluey, Aspen & Oreo

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

Work-from-Home Buddies 
My dogs are the best coworkers a girl could ever have. Ash is 
a Husky, Pittie, Staffy, and Chihuahua, while Ruby is a Staffy, 
Pittie, German Shepherd, and Great Pyrenees. They especially 
enjoy the days when I work from home.

My Road Dogs 
Ash and Ruby also love riding in the car. They are my road 
dogs! Ash used to accompany me to work regularly, and now, 
with Ruby, the two spend their days playing hard, napping 
hard, and doing it all over again. They’re my greatest source of 
joy and stress relief.

Life Lessons 
My dogs have taught me not to take everything so seriously. 
Sometimes all you really need is a good snack and a nap, and 
everything is right as rain! 

BELINDA FRANCO 
The Hive Real  
Es ta te Col lec t ive

Ash & Ruby

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE
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CASSANDRA MORRISON 
REAL Broker L LC

Giovanna (GiGi)

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

My Best Buddy 
My dog, Bandit, has taught me about patience. Life moves fast, 
and he has taught me to slow down. 

This 7-year-old Husky is so loving and really enjoys my client 
events. He’s laid-back, very kind, and is everyone’s best friend. 
I like to call him a “chill guy.” 

Always By My Side 
When I’m at work, Bandit loves coming to my office and 
hanging out when I’m making calls. He’s a faithful four-legged 
friend, and I love his companionship. It’s simple: Work is better 
with Bandit. 

AMY GARCIA 
Kel ler  Wil l iams Real ty

Bandit
BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

A Spoiled Rotten Princess 
I have an 11-year-old Italian Greyhound 
named Giovanna, more affectionately 
known as “GiGi.” She is as spoiled as 
they come, which is why I call her my 
“Spoiled Rotten Princess.” She is the love 
of all humans.

She is my sidekick in my home office. 
She attends Zoom meetings either on 
camera or through her barking in the 
background when she wants to play 
or eat. She sits next to me to keep me 
company and lets me know she is there 
to support me. 

Love Without Limits 
She has taught me patience (since I don’t 
have any two-legged human kiddos). I 

have learned what it is like to love and 
be loved unconditionally. She is the 
perfect judge of character. She is able 
to read people like no other I have ever 
seen. With her constant companionship, 
GiGi has been there with me through 
extremely tough times (the loss of my 
mother and brother). She also cuddles 
with me in sad times and digs me out of 
dark times. 

Spreading Happiness 
GiGi also does philanthropic work, 
going on field trips with her dog sitter 
every Tuesday in late morning and 
early afternoon for Meals on Wheels. He 
picks her up and takes GiGi along to give 
elderly people a big smile while their 
meals are delivered. They love petting 

her and she likes making them smile. 
When she comes home, she is so happy 
and energetic. GiGi looks forward to 
visiting seniors every Tuesday.
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TIMOTHY WRAY
Realtor | Qualifying Broker | Owner
License REC-2024-0761
505-681-5199
timothywrayrealestate@gmail.com
7709 San Francisco Rd NE, 87109

THE RIGHT WRAY.
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.
Whether you're closing five transactions a year 
or fifty, transaction coordination helps you stay 
organized while delivering a consistent client 

experience. Timothy 
Wray provides flexible 
support tailored to the 
way you work.
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spanning from Taos to Las Cruces, she 
is the perfect road trip partner. I keep a 
rooftop tent on my truck, and we usually 
make a camping trip of it when we go on 
out-of-town appointments.

She is also an incredible closer, as 
clients who meet her are automatically 
drawn to her and want to work with 
her beyond the initial appointment! 
She’s a major piece of the Casa Montoya 
Realty family. Currently, I’m training 
her to be my service animal once she’s 
old enough.

Striking a Balance 
My pup has taught me that as amazing 
as business is, it’s extremely important 
to balance work and play! When I have 
long showing days, she reminds me that 
we need to pull over, run around, and 
stretch our legs from time to time. 

I love selling properties in our amazing 
city, but I also love selling our community 
and outdoor spaces! Having Java forces 
me to explore parks, walking paths, 
outdoor spaces, and the picturesque 
nature spots around our beautiful state. 
She’s also the reason I’ve discovered 
which places are pet-friendly (which also 
plays an important role in assisting our 
clients who have fur babies). All in all, 
she makes me a better person all-around, 
and I love her for that.

Simply Amazing 
Java is one amazing pup! She is loving, 
friendly, always the center of attention, 
and generous with kisses. She’s smart, 
attentive, and has one of the best smiles 
a dog can have (due to her braces when 
she was a baby). Java has touched 
countless families simply by being part 
of so many showings. She’s the best fur 
baby a guy could ask for.

MARIO MONTOYA 
Casa Montoya Real tyJava

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

Family Ties 
I’ve got two dogs. Oliver is 11, and Theodore is 2. These 
two Yorkshire Terriers are more than best friends; they’re 
biological uncle and nephew! Theodore came from the litter of 
Oliver’s brother, making them family through and through.

Oliver is the wise, protective gentleman of the pair. He’s 
obedient, cautious, and always looking out for his little nephew. 
Theodore, on the other hand, is full of puppy energy! He’s 
rambunctious, playful, curious, and never misses a chance to 
have fun. They may have completely different personalities, but 
together they’re the perfect duo and keep us smiling every day.

My Favorite Coworkers 
When they’re not playing, you’ll usually find them napping in my 
office or making sure they stay up to date on everything happen-
ing while I’m on Zoom calls or talking with clients on the phone. 
They take their roles as my office assistants very seriously!

STEVEY RAY GURULE 
Real ty One of New Mexico

Oliver & Theodore
BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

Double the Fun 
Two dogs are better than one! I’ve got two precious pets: 
Finnegan and Fiona. Finnegan is a 5-year-old Scottish Terrier, 
and Fiona is a 3-year-old mutt who is as sweet as can be. They 
make me laugh every day and provide lots of emotional support. 

Life’s Best Teachers 
Finnegan and Fiona have also taught me some important life 
lessons, including to just go with the flow. Thanks to them, 
I’ve learned that sometimes the happiest moments come from 
simply slowing down and enjoying life as it comes.

CAROL BOULOY 
Coldwel l  Banker Legacy

Finnegan 
& Fiona

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

Adventures Galore 
My little fur baby is Java. She’s a 1-year-
old chocolate Labradoodle and loves 
adventures! There is rarely a place 
that she doesn’t go with me. Expect to 
find my furry friend camping, hiking, 
boating, and kayaking. She loves all 

forms of water, from lakes to pools! 
She’s an amazing part of our family, and 
I love having her in my life.

Perfect Road Trip Partner 
Java loves sitting in on Zoom calls and 
meetings in general. When I take listings 
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someone needs a little extra attention. 
He loves visiting the residents, greeting 
familiar faces, and simply spending time 
with people. I’ve watched a wagging tail, 
a gentle nudge, or a few quiet minutes 
beside someone bring smiles, memories, 
and comfort.

Those visits have reminded me that 
connecting with another person 
doesn’t always require the right words. 
Sometimes just showing up and being 
present can make a difference.

It’s a lesson that carries into my work as 
a REALTOR®. Buying or selling a home 
can be exciting, stressful, emotional, 
and sometimes overwhelming. The 
paperwork and negotiations matter, of 

MELLA MORRISON 
Red Apple Real ty

Chief & Ozzie BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

Always Smiling 
My two dogs have taught me to always be in a good mood, no 
matter what. Murphy is my silly 10-year-old Husky who always 
knows how to make me smile. Ollie, a 6-year-old Lab and 
Golden Retriever mix, is every bit as goofy. Together with their 
two dog sisters, Roxy and Zoey, and their cat sister, Izzy, they 
keep life entertaining, although getting everyone to cooperate 
for a family photo is another story!

The Loudest Team Members 
When I’m on real estate calls, Murphy and Ollie love making 
their presence known. Their advice may not always be 
requested, but it’s certainly heard in the form of enthusiastic 
barks in the background. They may not have real estate licenses, 
but they definitely consider themselves part of the team!

HECTOR CHAVEZ 
LPT Real ty

Murphy & Ollie

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

Always Up For An Adventure 
Winston is a 6-year-old Labradoodle 
who is truly friendly beyond 
friendly! He’s an active guy who 
loves adventures, hiking and tagging 
along to show homes. That’s his 
absolute favorite.

A Grounding Presence 
Winston has been a very grounding 
part of my daily routine. He has taught 
me the power of patience and a calm 
presence. Having him under my desk 
or riding shotgun reminds me to 
slow down, breathe, and tackle every 
challenge with a positive attitude.

Lessons in Loyalty 
Real estate comes with a lot of moving 
parts and unpredictable stress, but 

Winston provides a constant sense 
of calm. He’s taught me the value of 
patience, unconditional loyalty, and 
the importance of just “being there” 
for people. Seeing how instantly 
he comforts clients at showings 
or closings has made me a more 
empathetic professional.

Spreading Kindness 
Winston is a masterclass in connec-
tion. If cuteness and love were com-
modities, I’d be a billionaire. Whether 
he’s running around, cuddling, soak-
ing up attention, or literally “petting” 
me back, his affectionate personality 
is a daily reminder of what matters 
most: spreading kindness and  
genuine warmth.

TOM GALLEGOS 
Berkshi re Hathaway 
HomeSer v ices NM

Winston BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

Two Very Different Personalities
Chief (4) and Ozzie (8) are both Golden 
Retrievers, but their personalities 
couldn’t be more different. And honestly, 
that’s what makes them such a perfect 
pair.

Chief is our lovable goofball and 
resident comedian. He approaches just 
about everything with enthusiasm. 
He loves people, attention, and any 
opportunity to make someone smile. 
His happy personality, wagging tail, 
and sometimes silly antics bring a lot of 
laughter and energy into our lives.

Ozzie is the calm spirit of our household. 
He is steady, gentle, and content simply 
being near us. At the end of a busy day, 
Ozzie is the one who reminds me to slow 
down, settle in, and appreciate being 
home.

Between the two of them, we have the 
perfect balance: Chief brings the fun, 
and Ozzie brings the calm.

The Canine Relations Division
Chief and Ozzie also make up the 
unofficial Canine Relations Division at 
Red Apple Realty. Their job description is 
pretty simple: keep spirits high, provide 
unconditional support, and make sure 
there is never a shortage of Golden 
Retriever hair or tennis balls. Chief is 
clearly in charge of entertainment and 
public relations, while Ozzie handles 
stress management and morale.

It’s a pretty effective team.

Chief’s Special Gift
Once a month, Chief visits a local senior 
community as a therapy dog, and it 
has become something very special to 
both of us. For all of his goofy energy at 
home, Chief seems to understand when 

course, but so does listening to people, 
understanding what they need, and 
helping them feel supported through the 
process.

What Ozzie Has Taught Me
Ozzie teaches me a different lesson. He 
is my reminder that life doesn’t always 
have to move at full speed. No matter 
how busy the day has been, Ozzie is 
perfectly happy just being home with 
the people he loves. His peaceful nature 
has a way of bringing everything back 
into perspective.

Chief reminds me to find the joy in life 
and share it with others. Ozzie reminds 
me to slow down long enough to enjoy 
it. I need both lessons.

More Than Pets
Chief and Ozzie are much more than 
pets. They are part of our family and, 
in their own very different ways, 
have influenced the way I look at 
relationships with people.

As a REALTOR®, I often say I’m not 
really in the house business. I’m in the 
people business. Houses may be what 
bring us together, but relationships are 
what matter. Chief and Ozzie reinforce 
that for me every day. Chief shows me 
the impact a little joy and kindness can 
have on someone else. Ozzie reminds 
me of the importance of patience, calm, 
and simply being present.

If sharing their story encourages even 
one person to spend a little more time 
with someone who may be lonely, 
volunteer with their own dog, or simply 
appreciate the special role animals 
play in our lives, then these two Golden 
Retrievers have done something pretty 
wonderful.
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Connect With Us Today!

Neighborhood Loans, 1333 Butterfield Rd. Suite 600 Downers Grove, IL 60515. 1.800.207.8595. Neighborhood Loans is an Illinois, Wisconsin, and California Residential Mortgage Licensee. Neighbor-
hood Loans is an approved FHA Lender. Not an agency of the federal government. All Loans are subject to credit approval. Programs, rates, terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice. 

Other restrictions may apply. Licensed by the California Department of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License #41DBO-118971

Ross Murray | 480.205.1341
Divisional Manager | NMLS# 80919

rmurray@neighborhoodloans.com
CloseWithRoss.com

Ian Evans | 505.221.7777
Producing Branch Manager
NMLS# 779935

ievans@neighborhoodloans.com

THE RIGHT SOLUTIONS FOR YOU
AND YOUR CLIENTS, EVERY TIME.

The Ross Murray Team, with Ian Evans, helping you and your 
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