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Amy Duplessis
HEART IN THE RIGHT PLACE
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• Real Estate Clean-Ups & 
Clean-Outs

• Post-Construction Clean-Ups
• Luxury Residential Cleaning 
• Commercial Office Cleaning 

& Janitorial
• Bonded & Insured
• Friendly & Professional
• On Time, Every time

Let Us Do the

CLEANING
FOR YOU!

11824 Market Place Ave • Baton Rouge, Louisiana
toni@tonipoppins.com • (225) 333-8283

www.tonipoppins.com
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GEAUX
REDSTICK.

GEAUX
LOCAL.

We Are Growing!

Stated Income Programs • Bank Statement Programs
One Time Close New Construction • Mobile Homes

FHA, VA, Conv, Jumbo • DSCR

N O  C R E D I T  S C O R E  P R O G R A M S  A V A I L A B L EN O  C R E D I T  S C O R E  P R O G R A M S  A V A I L A B L E

RedstickFinancial.com
   @redstickfinancial
11918 Bricksome Ave, Suite F
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

225-407-9250

Licensed in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Texas, 

Alabama & Florida

Sheridan Fay
Broker/Owner

NMLS # 1967817

Darrell “Randy” Tubbs
Loan Originator
NMLS #178782

Jadyn Brown
Loan Originator
NMLS #2701163

Kimberly Albritton

Loan Originator
NMLS #1877647

Ryan Mott
Owner/President
NMLS #876641

Charles G. Blaize, Jr.
Partner

Brett Bajon
Closing Attorney

Connie Easterly
Closing Coordinator

Darby Baronet Mann
Marketing Director

FONDRENBLAIZELAW.COM
Baton Rouge: 10101 Siegen Lane, Ste 4A | 225-810-4998

Houma: 1499 St. Charles St | 985.223.4725
Proud Partner of Baton Rouge Real Producers since 2020

we close the

BIG DEALSBIG DEALS

OIL & GAS

FAMILY LAW

PROPERTY 

LITIGATION

RESIDENTIAL & 

COMMERCIAL 

CLOSINGS

WILLS & 

SUCCESSIONS

The attorneys of Fondren Blaize and Louisiana Family Law Firm come together to deliver the best in legal 

representation for the citizens of Louisiana. Our combined practices include business law, real estate law, 

mineral law and family law. As a team, we are uniquely prepared to handle cases both individually and in 

cases where di�erent types of legal matters overlap.
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DESIGNED FOR CLIENTS WHO EXPECT MORE

In November, we are collecting for the 
Christmas Give and having a Can Drive! 

Bring in 3 cans, get a FREE BROW WAX! 

INDULGE IN
YOUR BEST
LOOK YET

Jess Wellar 
Staff Writer

BEYOND THE POOL. BEYOND EXPECTATIONS.

From luxury pools to elegant hardscapes and expert drainage solutions, GW Oliver
transforms outdoor spaces with precision and care. With over 20 years of experience,

we handle every detail—design, construction, permits, and even HOA approvals.
Your vision, built to last.

Meet
The

Team
Gina Miller

Publisher
Holly Griffin 

Assistant Publisher

Follow us on our Social Media 
   
 

@BATONROUGEREALPRODUCERS 
For More Information on how you can get involved email Gina @ gina.miller@realproducersmag.com

Laken Foisie
Staff Writer

Breanna Pizzolato
Staff Writer

Stevie LeJeune
Photographer

Wesley Sun Chee Fore
Photographer

DISCLAIMER: The articles and opinions expressed in this 
publication are those of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a 
Real Producers (“N2”). Advertisements appearing in this 
publication are paid placements and are not endorsed 
or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the 
statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, 
contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this 
publication may include content created with the assistance 
of artificial intelligence (AI) tools by authors or contributors 
and may not be independently verified by N2.
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YOUR DESIGN 
PARTNER 
FROM 
FOUNDATION 
TO FINISH
Builders trust me to keep projects moving.
 
Homeowners trust me to bring their vision to life.
 
Working alongside builders, contractors, and trades, I bridge the gap between construction 
and exceptional design—creating homes that are as functional as they are beautiful.

(225) 354-9245 | jennifer@embark-interiors.com | embark-interiors.com

Specializing In:

Jennifer Liffmann
Principal Designer

• New Construction • Whole-Home Renovations • Kitchen & Bath Design
• Space Planning • Construction Selections & Specifications
• Builder & Homeowner Collaboration

�������������������������������������������������
������������

���	������
�����
Servicing These Areas in Louisiana

SMART ROOFING 
CHOICES CAN LEAD TO 
INSURANCE SAVINGS
We partner with agents to help 
buyers understand their options

Alicia Graham Allen
Licensed Health Advisor

Licensed in 28+ states

(334) 354-7681

13702 Coursey Blvd
Ste 2A

Alicia@aghealth.hush.com

Life Insurance

Dental Insurance

Medical Insurance

Vision Insurance

Private Health Insurance,

Made SimpleIT JUST
DID!

Ad Space + Spotlights +
Exclusive Networking

For advertising information, reach out to 

EMMA GRACE SPENCER | 225.532.7181

Wondering if advertising in 
Baton Rouge Real Producers actually works?
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted 
vendor. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. 
Please support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners

AESTHETICS
Louisiana Aesthetics & Skincare
(225) 636-2603
www.louisianaaesthetics.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Carpet World
(225) 341-1269
www.carpetworldoflouisiana.com

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING
NelsonB Refreshing
(225) 888-3974
www.nelsonbrefreshing.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS
Greg A. Kennedy, CPA, APAC 
and Ashton Kennedy, CPA
(225) 292-5112
www.gakcpafirm.com

CLEANING, MAID & 
JANITORIAL SERVICES
Toni Poppins Cleaning Experts
(225) 333-8283
www.tonipoppins.com

CONSTRUCTION/RENOVATION
Anchor Renovations and 
Construction, LLC
(225) 831-6467
www.anchorremodels.com

CUSTOM POOLS
GW Oliver Construction
(225) 757-5577
gwoliver.com

ELECTRICIAN
Circuit Breaker Electric LLC
Michael Webster
(225) 572-7963

Steadfast Electric
(225) 364-9218
www.steadfastelectric.com

FENCING
Scott Fence USA
(225) 752-7772
www.scottfenceusa.com

FLOORING
Hubbard Flooring Studio
(225) 924-1582
www.hubbardflooringstudio.com

HAIR SALON
Salon Raybon
(225) 756-1201
www.salonraybon.com

HEALTH INSURANCE
AGHealth Insurance LLC
(334) 354-7681
www.aghealthinsurance.com

HOME WARRANTY SERVICES
American Home Shield
(225) 247-6620
pro.ahs.com

HVAC SERVICES
Cajun Cooler LLC
Branden Brignac
(225) 456-1335

INSPECTIONS
Paragon Inspections
Scott Guidry
(985) 519-4343
www.paragoninspectionsllc.com

INSURANCE
Goosehead Insurance
Stacey Keller
(225) 379-5111
www.kelleragency 
goosehead.com

Safesource Insurance
Aundrea Allen
(225) 300-4500
www.safesourceins.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
Embark Interiors
(225) 354-9245
www.embark-interiors.com

JUNK REMOVAL & HAULING
Tenfold Dumpster Solutions
(225) 615-8563
www.tenfolddumpsters.la

LANDSCAPING
Ground Source Landscaping
(225) 431-8442
www.groundsource 
landscaping.com

Lions Landscaping
(225) 221-1590
www.lionslandscapingbr.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
NEXA Lending
(225) 301-7951
www.tracedavidmortgage.com

NOLA Lending Group, A 
Division of Fidelity Bank
NOLALending.com

Redstick Financial
(225) 407-9250 x102
www.redstickfinancial.com

Synergy One Lending
Doug Bickley
(225) 490-6657

MOVING COMPANY
Relocation Solutions of LA.
(225) 355-6683
www.relocationsolutionsofla.com

PAINTER
Rouge Painters
(225) 573-1736
www.rougepainters.com

PERSONAL ASSISTANT
The Modern Co.
(337) 446-3534
www.themodernconcierge.co

PHOTOGRAPHER
SNL Photography
(225) 776-7784

PLUMBING
Express Plumbing Repair 
and Drain Cleaning
(225) 788-2513
www.expressplumbrepair.com

RESTORATION SERVICES
Local Restoration LLC
(225) 244-9090
www.localrestoration 
services.com

ROOFING
Cypress Roofing
(225) 450-5507
www.cypressroofingla.com

Top Team Roofing & 
Construction
(225) 571-1740
www.thelatopteam.com

SEPTIC SERVICES
Little Rooster Septic Service
(225) 622-3752

TITLE ATTORNEY
FB Title Solutions
(225) 810-4998
www.fondrenblaizelaw.com

TITLE COMPANY
Absolute Title Company
(225) 960-4326
www.absolutetitlecompany.com

Gulf Coast Title
(225) 456-4222
www.gctitle.com

WINDOW CLEANING
Pink’s Window Services
(225) 465-7314
www.pinkswindows.com

B A T O N  R O U G E

OUR WEBSITE
EXPLORE THE LIBRARY
Browse past issues of Real
Producers and discover stories,
insights, and resources from your
local real estate community.

CONNECT WITH TRUSTED PARTNERS
Visit our Partners tab to find vetted
local professionals who proudly serve
real estate professionals, their clients,
families, and friends.

RELIVE THE MOMENTS
Check out photos and videos
from past Real Producers events
and see what happens when our
community comes together.

STAY IN THE KNOW
Keep up with upcoming events,
networking opportunities, and ways
to connect with your local Real
Producers community.

CHECK OUT
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Clean Floors.
Stronger Showings.

• CARPET CLEANING
• UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
• HARD SURFACE CLEANING
• VEHICLE DETAILING
• PRESSURE WASHING

nelsonbrefreshing.com
(225) 888-3974

Stop Stressing,
Just Call NelsonB Refreshing

Landscaping | Lawn Care | Irrigation | Drainage | Maintenance | Design & Install | Hardscapes

Quality Lawn & Landscape Care,

Serving The Greater Baton Rouge Area
GroundsourceLandscaping.com

225-431-8442

DONE RIGHT.

5
STAR RATING

Jene’ Grand
Marketing Director

Corinne Schwartzberg
Attorney at Law

Gulf Coast Title
With over 40 years of experience, our team 

provides real estate title and closing services 
throughout the state of Louisiana including 

Residential and Commercial closings. 
Judgements, Lien Searches, Escrow Services 

and much more.
We provide the highest standard of 

experience, convenience, and customer 
service with o ces in Baton Rouge and 

Prairieville Louisiana.

225-295-8222

gctitle.com

15615 Airline Hwy, Suite B 
Prairieville, LA 70769

4473 Bluebonnet Blvd., Suite A
Baton Rouge, LA 70809

"Jonathan with Tenfold has helped me on the fly 
several times and is extremely reliable. From clearing 

out junk removal for some of my listings/sellers to 
helping me host client trash pick up events, 

he's your guy! 100% recommend!"

YOUR GO-TO SOURCE FOR
STRESS FREE JUNK REMOVAL
SPECIALIZING IN:
• Pre-Listing Cleanouts
• Seller Move-Outs
• Investor & Flip Renovations

225-615-8563 | tenfolddumpsters.la
LICENSED & INSURED

Miranda LaMontagne

TRUSTED BY
REALTORS

USE CODE:

RP2026
FOR 20% OFF 

DUMPSTER 
RENTALS!

Brookhaven Realty
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Right on Time:  
How family, faith and a 

second act shaped her life

ORTEGOWRITTEN BY 

BREANNA 

PIZZOLATO

PHOTOS BY 

STEVIE LEJEUNE

CAREER MOVERS

At 49, when many people are 
thinking about staying the course 
or kicking back a bit, Jenny chose 
a different path. “Looking back, 
I’m incredibly proud that I was 
willing to do something that felt a 
little scary and start over at that 
stage of my life,” she says.

At the heart of that decision 
was her ongoing commitment 
to her family. Now 55, Jenny 
continues to build her life around 
showing up for her loved ones 
alongside Shane, her husband of 

33 years. Together, they raised 
three daughters, Savannah, 
Olivia and Ella, and are now 
stepping into a joyful new season 
as grandparents to their first 
grandchild, Blake Joseph.

Where the Heart Is 
For Jenny, building a thriving 
second career was never just 
about personal achievement. It 
was proof that success can be 
achieved in any season through 
focus and dedication, all while 
keeping her family right where 
they belong—at the center of it all.

“I hope my story shows other 
women that you’re never too 
old to reinvent yourself, pursue 
something new, or find success in 
an entirely different chapter of 
life,” she adds.

Her daughters have watched their 
mom step into a new industry, 
build a business and still insist 
that family remain at the center. 
“My family has always been my 
top priority,” she says. “So I knew 
that whatever I pursued had to 

allow me to continue being the 
wife and mother I wanted to be.”

That conviction shapes how 
she structures her days: 
weekends by the pool, LSU 
football games, trips to visit 
one daughter in Houston, 
nursery prep with another 
who lives just 10 minutes away, 
and helping her youngest 
get settled into LSU’s nursing 
program. The calendar is full, 
but it’s full of the right things.

“At this stage of my life, I feel 
incredibly grateful,” Jenny 
reflects. “I took a chance on 
a second career, discovered 
something I truly enjoy, and 
proved to myself that a new 
chapter can sometimes become 
one of the best chapters.”

Over time, her perspective on 
achievement has deeply shifted. 
Earlier in life, she admits, success 
looked like constant motion. 
She was always saying yes and 
striving to do more. “I’ve learned 
that real success is building a 

For Jenny Ortego, life has always been 
guided by a single priority: being there for 

the people she loves and cares for most. 
For many fulfilling years, she poured that 
devotion into shaping young minds as an 

elementary educator in the Catholic Diocese 
of Baton Rouge. While she cherished her 

time in the classroom, a quiet pull toward a 
new chapter led her to real estate.

JENNY
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career you love without losing 
sight of the people and moments 
you’re doing it all for. My family, 
my faith, and the relationships in 
my life keep me grounded.”

That perspective informs the way 
she moves through the world, 
not just her work. She’s drawn to 
ideas and voices that reinforce 
that focus, like Mel Robbins’ “Let 
Them Theory,” which she says 
arrived at exactly the right time. 
“It’s been a great reminder to stop 
worrying so much about things 
I can’t control, let people make 
their own choices, and put my 
energy into the things that really 
matter—my family, my career, my 
relationships, and how I choose to 
show up each day.”

Today, Jenny measures success 
through courage, consistency 
and connection. The courage to 
leap into a new career at 49, the 
consistency built over decades 

of family life, and the genuine 
connections she fosters with 
everyone who crosses her path.

“If there’s anything I want others 
to know,” Jenny says, “it’s that it’s 
never too late to take a chance 
and try something new. Through 
hard work, determination, and 
faith, I feel I’ve become the person 
I was meant to be. I hope I’m 
setting an example for my three 
beautiful daughters that they can 
achieve anything they set their 
minds to, and that reinvention is 
always possible.”

For those who know her, whether 
as an agent, a colleague, a 
neighbor, or client, that might 
be the most inspiring part of 
her story: not just that she helps 
people find a place to live, but 
that she’s living proof that you 
can redesign your own life, 
without losing sight of what 
matters most. 

Looking back, I’m 
incredibly proud that 
I was willing to do 
something that felt a 
little scary and start over 
at that stage of my life.”
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• Free Estimates & Advice
• We Repair Wood Floors
• We Are On It!  ONE STORE. EVERY FLOOR.

225-936-5243 
s1l.com/loanofficer/doug-bickley

bickleyteam@s1l.com

Speed
Ease

Expertise
The difference
you can SEE

Synergy One Lending, Inc. | NMLS 1907235 | For licensing information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org | 610 W. Ash Street, Suite 
1505, San Diego, CA 92101 | (888) 995-1256 | Doug Bickley NMLS#96576, Alisa Eaton NMLS# 500377, Caden Turner NMLS##2299117, 

Lainey Guy NMLS#1161484, Clayton Wood NMLS#1644450. State required licensing information: LA, GA, FL, SC, TN, TX, AL. Not 
a�liated with any government agency. All Loans are subject to underwriting approval. Terms and Conditions apply. Subject to 

change without notice.

Greg A. Kennedy
CPA, CLU, RICP, CAPP

Ashton A. Kennedy
CPA

• Income Tax Planning
  & Preparation 
• Accounting/Bookkeeping
• Consulting
• Payroll Services
• Financial & Retirement
  Planning
• Investments

225.292.5112
www.gakcpafirm.com

Contact us today to see how we can put our
35 years of experience to work for you!
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WE WANT TO KNEAUX

Meet Courtney Wambsgans with 
PINO & Associates Real Estate Firm. 

What’s In Your Bag?

H
er days are full of keeping real estate deals on track, school 
drop-offs for her daughters, Body Sculpt Barre, creating 
content and a little shopping when time allows.

What’s Inside 

JUST IN CASE

Business cards because you never know when you’ll 
meet your next client, and cash because my dad taught 
me to never leave home without it. The Lululemon 
wallet is hanging on for dear life, but she’s loyal.

BECAUSE CONTENT NEVER SLEEPS

My phone is basically my office, camera 
crew, marketing department and personal 
assistant all in one.

SIGN HERE.

For contracts, notes, showing and the million 
little things I swear I’ll remember if I write 
them down. There are always multiple pens 
in my bag and somehow never one when I 
actually need it.

THE EMERGENCY 

DEPARTMENT

Fresh breath, headache relief 
and a Band-Aid because 
between real estate and two 
little girls, somebody always 
needs something.

THE NON-NEGOTIABLES

Apparently one lip product is never enough. Whether 
I’m headed to a closing, filming a house tour, or running 
straight from barre to work, a good lip combo can make 
me feel at least 47% more put together.

GIRL MOM ON THE GO!  
 
Keys mixed in with unicorn 
bracelets, a sparkly scrunchie, 
a sucker and whatever else my 
girls decide belongs in Mom’s 
purse that day.

PULL YOURSELF TOGETHER!  

 

A little powder, perfume and oversized sunglasses can hide a multitude 
of sins. If I’m going from barre to school drop-off to showings to filming 
content, these items are doing some very heavy lifting.
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225-456-1335 | BRANDEN BRIGNAC
CAJUNCOOLERS@CAJUNCOOLS.COM

CAJUNCOOLS.COM

Fall is
HereIntegrity over Transactions. 

Compassion over Profits.

225-244-9090
2171 Tower St., Denham Springs, LA

localrestorationservices.com
    Local Restoration

Lacey
Lyons

Michael
McPherson

Water Restoration • Contents Restoration • Mold Remediation
Fire Damage Restoration • Duct Cleaning

CluckCluckPooPooTruck

A MORTGAGE
ADVISOR,
NOT JUST A
MORTGAGE LENDER.
Advisory lending, because a mortgage is a wealth decision

280+ LENDERS  •   1 ,000+ LOAN PRODUCTS

Trace David
Mortgage Loan Originator  ·  NMLS #2571377
Call or text: 225-301-7951  ·  tdavid@nexalending.com
www.TraceDavidMortgage.com
5841 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70816
      tracedavidmortgage             @tracedavidmortgage
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AGENT TO WATCH

B
efore she began helping 
clients find their home in the 
community, Liz Laurent was 

actively helping make it a better place to 
live, work and play. Guided by a lifelong 
devotion to service and a deep love for 
family, where music-filled weekends 
with her husband, sons and faith keep 
her grounded, Liz approaches her 
career as a connector first, believing that 
real success lies in the trust you build 
and the lives you touch.

Service Above Self 
Liz served as vice president of the 
Ascension Chamber of Commerce for 
10 years, overseeing events, marketing 
and connecting small businesses and 
industry to foster economic growth. 
Coupled with her 13 years of dedication 
to Rotary, her commitment to civic 
engagement is deeply rooted. But 
her love for service didn’t come from 
a conference or a slogan. It came 
from home. Both her grandmothers 
and mother served as role models of 
successful, working women. 

“I’ve just always had a love of service 
and giving back, it makes me feel good,” 
she says. “I watched my family serve 
others, and always knew it would be a 
part of my journey.”

That instinct found a home in the 
Chamber’s Leadership Ascension 
Program, a nine-month community 
leadership initiative that became one of 
the great loves of her professional life. 
She describes it through the tangible 
projects that changed lives: emergency 
response vehicles, youth advocacy 

campaigns, a community house for 
families displaced by fires, and a custom 
baseball field built for special needs 
children and adults. 

“Each year the program gives so much 
back to the community,” she explains. 
“Just seeing those projects come to 
life…It was incredible to be part of 
every year.”

The more she worked with local 
entrepreneurs, the more inspiration 
stirred. Around year eight, she felt the 
pull to go into business for herself, 
inspired by the small business owners 
she called colleagues, friends and 
neighbors. And in 2017, she pursued 
her long‑standing interest in real estate, 
design, and architecture, earning her 
license that fall. 

As Liz prepared to transition into 
real estate, the Chamber president 
announced their retirement and the 
board asked her to stay through the 
transition. A few months stretched into 
years as she helped steady the new 
CEO, planned Leadership Ascension’s 
20th cohort, and helped businesses 
navigate pandemic shutdowns. “Real 
estate was calling me, but the Chamber 
and Leadership Ascension were a 
promise I had to keep to my community 
before I could step into my next 
chapter,” she says. 

Ties that Bind 
In 2020, when Liz stepped into real 
estate full-time, she expected a slow 
ramp. Instead, the community she had 
poured into came straight to her.

“I assumed it would take me several 
years to build up a clientele,” she admits. 
“But I had built these relationships over 
the years, and people started reaching 
out right away. I’m like, ‘Why are you 
reaching out to me? I’m a brand new 
agent. Why are you trusting me?’”

The same answer came back, over and 
over: “You helped me build my business. 
You connected me with new customers. 
You promote my work. I trust you to 
take care of me the same way in this 
new venture.”

For Liz, lead generation was never 
an external hustle. It was the organic 
byproduct of a decade of showing 
up for others. That same spirit runs 
through her home life. Liz and her 
husband, Dave—an engineer who 
“never picked up an instrument in his 
life” until recently—are raising two 
sons, Max and Maven, in a household 
where work, service and creativity are 
fully intertwined.

Real estate staging, for instance, evolved 
into a family project. She launched 
Bungaleaux Properties after successfully 
staging a lingering listing with her own 
living room furniture. “Dave came home 
one day and asked, ‘Where’s all of our 
stuff?’ I said, ‘Oh, I staged the house 
with it,’” she recalls with a laugh. The 
first buyer who walked in made an 
offer—and asked to keep some of the 
furniture. From there, she built out a full 
inventory, staging homes first for her 
investor clients, then for other agents. 
And thanks to her teenage sons and 
their friends, it has become a family 

LIZ
WRITTEN BY BREANNA PIZZOLATO

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DALE ALFORD

Laurent

feel good.”

I’VE JUST ALWAYS 
HAD A LOVE OF 

SERVICE AND GIVING 
BACK, IT MAKES ME 
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business. “That’s how they earn money, 
and now their friends help out, too,” 
Liz says. “When I need extra help with 
moving, I’ve got lots of teenage boys to 
choose from.”

In the Groove 
Ask Liz what her family does for fun, 
and the answer is as intentional as her 
work. “We are foodies. We love to try 
new restaurants,” she says. “And we 
love playing music together. We set up, 
and we all play.”  A couple of years ago, 
Dave decided to learn bass so he could 
play with the boys. Now, jam sessions 
are a staple: Max on percussion, Maven 
on guitar or piano, Liz singing, friends 
gathered around, brisket on the table. 
They play a lively mix that mirrors 
their personalities—everything from 
classic pop like “I’m a Believer” (the 
Smash Mouth version) to a gentle, 
ukulele‑style “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow” her son learned so that they 
could sing it together.

It’s easy to see how that carries into her 
work with clients: she’s attuned to the 
emotional resonance of home. She talks 
about a client who lived in her house 
for over four decades—a widow, deeply 
attached to every room—and how 
sending a DocuSign link would never 
be enough.

“This business can be so personal 
and so emotional,” Liz says. “Homes 
have memories. Some are really good, 
some are really bad. Every story is 
different.” That passion for highlighting 
local community landmarks, which 
also led her to serve on the Ascension 
Tourism Commission board, is how 
her signature “Wine and Signs” and 
“Brews and Reviews” at local eateries, 
coffee shops and iconic destinations 
like Houmas House Estate and Gardens 
came to be. Because sometimes it’s 
a celebration, and other times a 
commemoration. But either way, Liz is 
ready with a glass of wine, a reassuring 
presence and a shoulder to lean on.

In a profession often focused on 
volume and velocity, Liz measures 

impact by clients who feel supported 
through major transitions. Today with 
Craft Realty, she lives out the motto 
of service above self. On paper, Liz 
Laurent is a real estate agent and 
staging expert; in practice, she’s what 
happens when a decade of community-
building and a family-centered life 
converge in one of the most personal 
businesses there is.  

HOMES HAVE 

MEMORIES. SOME 

ARE REALLY 

GOOD, SOME 

ARE REALLY BAD. 

EVERY STORY 

IS DIFFERENT."
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225-573-1736
www.Rougepainters.com 
letsroll@rougepainters.com

Check Out
Our Reviews!

LOCAL, LICENSED & INSURED

Exterior & Interior Paint | Drywall & Trim Repairs | Cabinet Refinishing
ScottFenceUSA.com  |  225.752.7772

contactus@scottfenceusa.com             

BATON ROUGE'S
PREMIER FENCE 

COMPANY

We're Celebrating

Thank you Louisiana,
for 70 years of service!

Years In Business!

Michael Webster
O W N E R / E L E C T R I C I A N

Circuit Breaker
Electric L.L.C.

circuitbreakerelec@gmail.com
OFFICE - 225.658.2903 | MOBILE - 225.572.7963

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
SATURDAY & SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

License No. 65239

Minor Repairs or an
Emergency Fix,

We Will Take Care Of It

I couldn’t be happier with their 
service and professionalism!”

-  Caitlyn Guice
 RP Top 100 Realtor

check out our             reviews! Jessica Singletary, Owner
CHOOSE THE TOP ROOFER TO 
TEAM UP WITH AND GET YOUR 

DEALS CLOSED FASTER!

TOP PRO D UCE RS
CHOOSE  TO P TE AM

All your coverage covered.

Integrity.
Experience.
Excellence. 

Helping You Make Your Clients' Real Estate Transactions A Done Deal

MICHAEL JONES
Owner/Attorney

TAJH MATHEWS
Owner/Attorney

absolutetitlecompany.com  |  (225) 960-4326
2321 Drusilla Lane  |  Suite C  |  Baton Rouge, LA

EXPRESSPLUMBREPAIR.COM

��������
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LMP 7834  |  LMNGF 8825
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COVER STORY

HEART IN 
THE RIGHT 

PLACE

AMY
For Amy, real estate has 
always been about guiding 
people like family, a mindset 
that has carried her to 
remarkable heights during 
her decade in the business.

 As a solo agent with eXp 
Realty serving Greater 
Baton Rouge, Amy earned 
Rookie of the Year honors, 
has collected the prestigious 
ICON Award every year since 
2019, and consistently ranks 
among the brokerage’s top 
250 solo agents worldwide. 
Yet, if you ask what 
she’s most proud of, the 
conversation quickly shifts 
toward helping others build 
lasting wealth.

Second Act Success 
Born and raised in Gonzales, 
Amy attended East Ascension 
High School before studying 
marketing at Southeastern 
Louisiana University and 
LSU. Long before launching 
her real estate career, she 
spent more than 15 years as 

a licensed esthetician and 
successful entrepreneur.
She opened four Merle 
Norman cosmetic stores and 
ladies boutiques, beginning 
with her first location in 
Prairieville.

Eventually, Amy sold her 
businesses with plans to 
enjoy semi-retirement. With 
a longtime fascination for 
real estate and a steady diet 
of HGTV, she thought she’d 
spend her days flipping a few 
houses for fun and enjoying 
a slower pace of life. But it 
didn’t take long to discover 
she simply wasn’t wired to 
stay home.

“I realized I was talking to 
the dogs and they weren’t 
talking back!” she chuckles. “I 
obviously missed the people 
and connections I had formed 
during my time in retail.”

After renovating several 
homes and building an 
investment portfolio, Amy 

also realized what truly 
filled her cup wasn’t flipping 
properties; it was helping 
people make wise financial 
decisions that could benefit 
their families for years to 
come. Real estate proved to 
be a natural pivot.

“My previous experience 
in retail helped me with 
the understanding of costs, 
resale, value and ​perceived 
value.” She continued, “And 
being a former business 
owner helped with building 
relationships, as some of 
my first clients in real estate 
were from my Merle Norman 
stores and they continue to 
stay in touch and refer me.”

Although the professional 
pivot tested her patience, 
Amy never considered easing 
into her new career.

“The first six months were 
slow, but I went all in,” 
she grins. “That’s why it’s 
important to find a mentor 

“I’m an extremely self-motivated person; so when I do something, 
I tend to go all out,” Amy Duplessis explains. “But I really don’t 
get hung up on recognition, it’s just the result of taking excellent 
care of my clients with a servant’s heart.”

DUPLESSIS
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to learn from and work 
with because the business 
certainly has its highs and 
lows and you won’t always 
be busy.”

Thankfully, longtime 
friend and fellow agent 
Jeff Gautreau helped guide 
Amy through her first 
transaction and remains a 
trusted sounding board and 
confidant to this day.

Never Halfway 
Going all in has certainly 
paid off. Last year alone, 
Amy closed 55 transactions 
totaling more than $17 
million in sales. Still, she 
insists achievement can’t 
be measured by production 
numbers alone.

“Success is earning my 
clients’ trust, building ​
lifelong relationships 
and knowing that my 
clients are confident 
recommending me to their 
friends,” she emphasizes.

That ethos is reflected in 
every transaction. Amy 
remains personally involved 
from the initial consultation 
through closing, believing 
every client deserves the 
same level of care she’d give 
her own children.

Clients frequently tell Amy 
she’s the best REALTOR® 
they’ve ever worked with, 
and more than half of her 
business now comes from 
repeat clients and referrals 
rather than purchased leads. 
She also enjoys mentoring 
newer agents, grateful for 
the guidance she received 
early in her own career.

MY PREVIOUS 
EXPERIENCE IN 
RETAIL HELPED 
ME WITH THE 

UNDERSTANDING OF 
COSTS, RESALE, VALUE AND 

PERCEIVED VALUE.
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Strength Through Faith 
As rewarding as Amy’s 
career has become, life 
recently presented an 
unexpected challenge 
that put everything into 
perspective. Just weeks 
before completing this 
interview, she received 
a diagnosis of invasive 
ductal carcinoma. 

With no family history of 
breast cancer, the news 
came as a complete shock. 
By the time this issue 
reaches readers, she will 

have undergone surgery 
and begun treatment.

Rather than allowing 
fear to define the 
days ahead though, 
Amy is leaning 

on the faith that 
has always guided 
both her life and her 
business. She and her 
husband, Jason, have 
been active members 
of St. John Catholic 
Church in Prairieville 
for years, and she 
hopes sharing her 
story during Breast 

Cancer Awareness 
Month encourages other 
women to prioritize 
regular screenings and 
early detection.

I'M NOT SURE WHICH PATH MY JOURNEY WILL LEAD ME,  

BUT I KNOW THAT I'M NOT ALONE.

“We’re a very faith-forward 
family; I think everything 
that we have is a blessing 
from God,” she shares. “I’m 
not sure which path my 
journey will lead me, but I 
know that I’m not alone.”

Richest Blessings 
Beyond serving clients, 
Amy’s close-knit brood 
remains at the center of 
her life. She and Jason 
recently celebrated 35 years 
of marriage and are proud 
parents of three children — 
Jas (33), twin daughters (30) 
Aja and Ali — and proud 
grandparents to Palmer, 
Emmie Blake, and Rosie. 
Amy delights in working 
alongside her daughter Ali, 

who entered real estate 
in 2020, creating a unique 
partnership where both 
support one another while 
maintaining their own 
independent businesses.

Whether they’re relaxing 
at home, swimming, 
spending weekends boating 
at their camp on Diversion 
Canal, or loading everyone 
up for another Disney 
adventure, Amy treasures 
every opportunity to make 
memories together. The 
family recently returned 
from a Disney cruise with the 
grandchildren, and she and 
Jason are looking forward 
to an Alaskan cruise before 
treatments begin.

Closer to home, Amy 
stays active with the 
Ascension Council of 
REALTORS®, participating 
in community events and 
holiday fundraisers that 
provide Christmas gifts for 
children in need. While the 
months ahead may bring 
unexpected challenges, her 
passion for serving others 
remains unchanged.

“My personality is not to 
slow down even when 
I should — it’s hard for 
me because I have such a 
passion for what I do,” she 
concludes with a wink. 
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EXCELLENT SERVICE AND
STRONG COMMUNICATION
Making your job easy and your clients happy

Flexible Scheduling

SAME DAY Electronic Report

10 Years Corrective Construction Experience

Competitive Pricing

Scott Guidry, LHI#10905

985-519-4343

scott@paragoninspectionsllc.com

www.paragoninspectionsllc.com

Proudly serving Baton Rouge and Surrounding Areas

• New Sod Installation

• New Flower Beds

• Landscape Cleanup

• Irrigation

• Landscape Lighting

• Gutter Cleaning

• Stump Removal

• Trash/Debris Removal

• Lawn Maintenance

• Landscaping Maintenance

• Flower Bed Design

• Wood Fence Installation

• Hardscape Construction

• Tree Trimming & Removal

• Weedeater and Blowing

• Weed Killer Application

• Pressure Washing

Ivana Acosta
Account Manager
225-726-1703
ivana@lionslandscapingbr.com
www.lionslandscapingbr.com

Ivana Acosta
Account Manager
225-726-1703
ivana@lionslandscapingbr.com
www.lionslandscapingbr.com

Serving The Greater Baton Rouge Area
Commercial and Residential

Call us today for your

(225) 831-6467 | Anchorremodels.com
David@anchorremodels.com

Roofing  |  Restoration  |  Renovation
Interior Remodeling  |  Exterior Remodeling

Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

on your next

home remodel project!

www.safesourceins.com • aundrea@safesourceins.com
O: (225)-300-4500 • M: (225) 333-6220

Aundrea Allen
Independent Insurance Agent

Aundrea Allen
Independent Insurance Agent

Get a custom flood 
insurance flyer specific 

for your listings and 
open houses. Simply 
email me and I’ll take 

care of the rest!
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Free Automatic 
Transfer Switch

($1,000 savings)

225.364.9218
steadfastelectric.com

• Generator Sales, Installation, Repairs & Maintenance 
• EV Chargers
• Electrical Inspections
• Service & Panel Upgrades
• Surge Protection
• LED Lighting
• Solar Panels
• Radon Testing
• Free Estimates
• Highly Experienced & Certified
• Fast & Flexible Scheduling

POWER THROUGH ANY OUTAGE WITH CONFIDENCE

BRIAN FOLSE 

LIMITED TIME

RELOCATIONSOLUTIONS-LA.COM • 225-355-6683

HAPPY CLIENTS 
START WITH A 
STRESS-FREE 

MOVE!

LOCAL & COMMERCIAL MOVING

WHERE RELIABILITY MEETS AFFORDABILITY

Presented April 26, 2026

votebatonrouge.com

Voted Best Moving Services

Relocation Solutions
of LA



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Mackie Cathey
Market Manager

225-247-6620 
mackie.cathey@ahs.com 

Ask me how your
buyers can get free,
unlimited access to
live repair experts
7 days a week!


