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Agent to Watch
STEPHANIE FONTÉ

Ask the Expert
JOSEPH KING 
Landscape King

We Want To Kneaux 
SYDNEE GAUTREAU

The Good Life 
Blueprint

Wyatt 
Graves
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BEYOND THE POOL. BEYOND EXPECTATIONS.

From luxury pools to elegant hardscapes and expert drainage solutions, GW Oliver
transforms outdoor spaces with precision and care. With over 20 years of experience,

we handle every detail—design, construction, permits, and even HOA approvals.
Your vision, built to last.
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• Real Estate Clean-Ups & 
Clean-Outs

• Post-Construction Clean-Ups
• Luxury Residential Cleaning 
• Commercial Office Cleaning 

& Janitorial
• Bonded & Insured
• Friendly & Professional
• On Time, Every time

Let Us Do the

CLEANING
FOR YOU!

11824 Market Place Ave • Baton Rouge, Louisiana
toni@tonipoppins.com • (225) 333-8283

www.tonipoppins.com

Real Producers badges aren’t given. They’re earned. 
They represent the elite agents in each market who 
excel in performance, professionalism, and impact.

RECOGNITION
THAT SPEAKS
BEFORE YOU DO

If you’ve earned a Top Producer badge, make sure it’s seen.
Better yet, make it impossible to ignore.

That’s why top agents proudly display their badge 
across every touchpoint, from digital to print and 
everything in between.

• Email signatures
• Business cards
• Websites
• Listing presentations

• Social profiles
• Office signage
• Vehicle decals
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Charles G. Blaize, Jr.
Partner

Brett Bajon
Closing Attorney

Connie Easterly
Closing Coordinator

Darby Baronet Mann
Marketing Director

FONDRENBLAIZELAW.COM
Baton Rouge: 10101 Siegen Lane, Ste 4A | 225-810-4998

Houma: 1499 St. Charles St | 985.223.4725
Proud Partner of Baton Rouge Real Producers since 2020

we close the

BIG DEALSBIG DEALS

OIL & GAS

FAMILY LAW

PROPERTY 

LITIGATION

RESIDENTIAL & 

COMMERCIAL 

CLOSINGS

WILLS & 

SUCCESSIONS

The attorneys of Fondren Blaize and Louisiana Family Law Firm come together to deliver the best in legal 

representation for the citizens of Louisiana. Our combined practices include business law, real estate law, 

mineral law and family law. As a team, we are uniquely prepared to handle cases both individually and in 

cases where di�erent types of legal matters overlap.

225-304-2499
info@landscapekingla.com

LH#4233

• Landscaping Installation

• Landscape Lighting 

• Pavers

• Sod

• Irrigation

• Drainage

Joseph King
Owner

• Consultation & Planning

• Free Quotes Available

• Experienced Team

• Licensed & Insured

• Landscape Specialists

• Excellence in Customer Service

LANDSCAPE KING
Specializing in 

landscape transformation

Landscape King landscapeking_la.
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Jess Wellar 
Staff Writer

Meet
The

Team
Gina Miller

Publisher
Holly Griffin 

Assistant Publisher

Follow us on our Social Media 
   
 

@BATONROUGEREALPRODUCERS 
For More Information on how you can get involved email Gina @ gina.miller@realproducersmag.com

Laken Foisie
Staff Writer

Breanna Pizzolato
Staff Writer

Stevie LeJeune
Photographer

Wesley Sun Chee Fore
Photographer

DISCLAIMER: The articles and opinions expressed in this 
publication are those of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a 
Real Producers (“N2”). Advertisements appearing in this 
publication are paid placements and are not endorsed 
or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the 
statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, 
contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this 
publication may include content created with the assistance 
of artificial intelligence (AI) tools by authors or contributors 
and may not be independently verified by N2.

Clean Floors.
Stronger Showings.

• CARPET CLEANING
• UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
• HARD SURFACE CLEANING
• VEHICLE DETAILING
• PRESSURE WASHING

nelsonbrefreshing.com
(225) 888-3974

Stop Stressing,
Just Call NelsonB Refreshing

Call us today for your

(225) 831-6467 | Anchorremodels.com
David@anchorremodels.com

Roofing  |  Restoration  |  Renovation
Interior Remodeling  |  Exterior Remodeling

Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

on your next

home remodel project!

Great Hands
Team!

thesanfordgroup225

thesanfordgroup225

17534 Old Je�erson Hwy B1
Prairieville, LA 70769

1512 W. Airline Hwy
La Place, LA 70068

225-224-3737

Toddsanford@allstate.com

2 2 5 . 7 6 5 . 1 2 0 1
1 2 6 0 2  C o u r s e y  B l v d . ,  B a t o n  R o u g e ,  L A

DESIGNED FOR CLIENTS WHO EXPECT MORE

In November, we are collecting for the 
Christmas Give and having a Can Drive! 

Bring in 3 cans, get a FREE BROW WAX! 

INDULGE IN
YOUR BEST
LOOK YET
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225-456-1335 | BRANDEN BRIGNAC
CAJUNCOOLERS@CAJUNCOOLS.COM

CAJUNCOOLS.COM

Fall is
Here

Integrity over Transactions. 
Compassion over Profits.

225-244-9090
2171 Tower St., Denham Springs, LA

localrestorationservices.com
    Local Restoration

Lacey
Lyons

Michael
McPherson

Water Restoration • Contents Restoration • Mold Remediation
Fire Damage Restoration • Duct Cleaning



Baton Rouge Real Producers • 1312 • November 2026

225-936-5243 
s1l.com/loanofficer/doug-bickley

bickleyteam@s1l.com

Speed
Ease

Expertise
The difference
you can SEE

Synergy One Lending, Inc. | NMLS 1907235 | For licensing information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org | 610 W. Ash Street, Suite 
1505, San Diego, CA 92101 | (888) 995-1256 | Doug Bickley NMLS#96576, Alisa Eaton NMLS# 500377, Caden Turner NMLS##2299117, 

Lainey Guy NMLS#1161484, Clayton Wood NMLS#1644450. State required licensing information: LA, GA, FL, SC, TN, TX, AL. Not 
a�liated with any government agency. All Loans are subject to underwriting approval. Terms and Conditions apply. Subject to 

change without notice.

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted 
vendor. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. 
Please support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners

AESTHETICS
Louisiana Aesthetics & Skincare
(225) 636-2603
www.louisianaaesthetics.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Carpet World
(225) 341-1269
www.carpetworldoflouisiana.com

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING
NelsonB Refreshing
(225) 888-3974
www.nelsonbrefreshing.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS
Greg A. Kennedy, CPA, APAC 
and Ashton Kennedy, CPA
(225) 292-5112
www.gakcpafirm.com

CLEANING, MAID & 
JANITORIAL SERVICES
Toni Poppins Cleaning Experts
(225) 333-8283
www.tonipoppins.com

CONSTRUCTION/RENOVATION
Anchor Renovations and 
Construction, LLC
(225) 831-6467
www.anchorremodels.com

CUSTOM BUILDER
Krewe Construction
(337) 806-9589
www.kreweconstruction.com

CUSTOM POOLS
GW Oliver Construction
(225) 757-5577
gwoliver.com

ELECTRICIAN
Circuit Breaker Electric LLC
Michael Webster
(225) 572-7963

Steadfast Electric
(225) 364-9218
www.steadfastelectric.com

FENCING
Scott Fence USA
(225) 752-7772
www.scottfenceusa.com

FLOORING
Hubbard Flooring Studio
(225) 924-1582
www.hubbardflooringstudio.com

HAIR SALON
Salon Raybon
(225) 756-1201
www.salonraybon.com

HEALTH INSURANCE
AGHealth Insurance LLC
(334) 354-7681
www.aghealthinsurance.com

HOME WARRANTY SERVICES
American Home Shield
(225) 247-6620
pro.ahs.com

HVAC SERVICES
Cajun Cooler LLC
Branden Brignac
(225) 456-1335

INSPECTIONS
Paragon Inspections
Scott Guidry
(985) 519-4343
www.paragoninspectionsllc.com

Rock Solid Inspections LLC
(225) 251-9935
rocksolidinspectionsbr.com

INSURANCE
Goosehead Insurance
Stacey Keller
(225) 379-5111
www.kelleragency 
goosehead.com

Safesource Insurance
Aundrea Allen
(225) 300-4500
www.safesourceins.com

The Sanford Group LLC 
- Allstate Insurance
(225) 224-3737
agents.allstate.com/todd-sanford-
prairieville-la.html

INTERIOR DESIGN
Embark Interiors
(225) 354-9245
www.embark-interiors.com

JUNK REMOVAL & HAULING
Tenfold Dumpster Solutions
(225) 615-8563
www.tenfolddumpsters.la

LANDSCAPING
Ground Source Landscaping
(225) 431-8442
www.groundsource 
landscaping.com

Landscape King
(225) 304-2499
www.landscapekingla.com

Lions Landscaping
(225) 221-1590
www.lionslandscapingbr.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
NEXA Lending
(225) 301-7951
www.tracedavidmortgage.com

NOLA Lending Group, A 
Division of Fidelity Bank
NOLALending.com

Redstick Financial
(225) 407-9250 x102
www.redstickfinancial.com

Synergy One Lending
Doug Bickley
(225) 490-6657

MOVING COMPANY
Relocation Solutions of LA.
(225) 355-6683
www.relocationsolutionsofla.com

PAINTER
Rouge Painters
(225) 573-1736
www.rougepainters.com

PERSONAL ASSISTANT
The Modern Co.
(337) 446-3534
www.themodernconcierge.co

PLUMBING
Express Plumbing Repair 
and Drain Cleaning
(225) 788-2513
www.expressplumbrepair.com

RESTORATION SERVICES
Local Restoration LLC
(225) 244-9090
www.localrestoration 
services.com

ROOFING
Cypress Roofing
(225) 450-5507
www.cypressroofingla.com

Top Team Roofing & 
Construction
(225) 571-1740
www.thelatopteam.com

SEPTIC SERVICES
Little Rooster Septic Service
(225) 622-3752

TITLE ATTORNEY
FB Title Solutions
(225) 810-4998
www.fondrenblaizelaw.com

TITLE COMPANY
Absolute Title Company
(225) 960-4326
www.absolutetitlecompany.com

Gulf Coast Title
(225) 456-4222
www.gctitle.com

WINDOW CLEANING
Pink’s Window Services
(225) 465-7314
www.pinkswindows.com
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• New Sod Installation

• New Flower Beds

• Landscape Cleanup

• Irrigation

• Landscape Lighting

• Gutter Cleaning

• Stump Removal

• Trash/Debris Removal

• Lawn Maintenance

• Landscaping Maintenance

• Flower Bed Design

• Wood Fence Installation

• Hardscape Construction

• Tree Trimming & Removal

• Weedeater and Blowing

• Weed Killer Application

• Pressure Washing

Ivana Acosta
Account Manager
225-726-1703
ivana@lionslandscapingbr.com
www.lionslandscapingbr.com

Ivana Acosta
Account Manager
225-726-1703
ivana@lionslandscapingbr.com
www.lionslandscapingbr.com

Serving The Greater Baton Rouge Area
Commercial and Residential

EXCELLENT SERVICE AND
STRONG COMMUNICATION
Making your job easy and your clients happy

Flexible Scheduling

SAME DAY Electronic Report

10 Years Corrective Construction Experience

Competitive Pricing

Scott Guidry, LHI#10905

985-519-4343

scott@paragoninspectionsllc.com

www.paragoninspectionsllc.com

Proudly serving Baton Rouge and Surrounding Areas

Michael Webster
O W N E R / E L E C T R I C I A N

Circuit Breaker
Electric L.L.C.

circuitbreakerelec@gmail.com
OFFICE - 225.658.2903 | MOBILE - 225.572.7963

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
SATURDAY & SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

License No. 65239

Minor Repairs or an
Emergency Fix,

We Will Take Care Of It

CluckCluckPooPooTruck

Jene’ Grand
Marketing Director

Corinne Schwartzberg
Attorney at Law

Gulf Coast Title
With over 40 years of experience, our team 

provides real estate title and closing services 
throughout the state of Louisiana including 

Residential and Commercial closings. 
Judgements, Lien Searches, Escrow Services 

and much more.
We provide the highest standard of 

experience, convenience, and customer 
service with o ces in Baton Rouge and 

Prairieville Louisiana.

225-295-8222

gctitle.com

15615 Airline Hwy, Suite B 
Prairieville, LA 70769

4473 Bluebonnet Blvd., Suite A
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
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Publisher's Note

It’s Time for a New BRRP 

Class of 40 Under 40! 

Five years. That's how 
long it's been since Baton 
Rouge Real Producers 
recognized our first class of 
40 Under 40. And if there's 
one thing we know about 
five years in real estate, 
it's that a lot can change.

New faces emerge. 
Businesses grow. Leaders 
rise. And somewhere along 
the way, a new generation of 
professionals begins making 
their mark on our industry.

It's time to recognize them.

We're looking for more 
than impressive production 
numbers. We're looking 
for professionals who lead 
with integrity, earn the 
respect of their peers, build 
businesses worth emulating 
and understand that 
relationships matter just as 
much as results.

And here's where you come 
in. Who comes to mind when 

you think of the future of 

real estate in Greater Baton 

Rouge? 

We want to hear about 
them. Self-nominations are 
welcome, too!

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 2

B A T O N  R O U G E

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

S p e c i a l  E d i t i o n

4040UNDER

www.batonrougerealproducers.com

Baton Rouge Real  P roducers wi l l  be recogniz ing 40 outs tanding real
es ta te profess ionals  under the age of  40 who are making thei r  mark
on our  indus t r y,  e levat ing profess ional  s tandards and he lp ing shape
the fu tu re of  rea l  es ta te in Greater  Baton Rouge.
This  recogni t ion i s  about  more than product ion. I t ' s  about  the
profess ional  behind the numbers.
We are seek ing cur ren t  l icensed agents  who have bui l t  success fu l
rea l  es ta te bus inesses whi le demons t ra t ing except ional  charac ter,
in tegr i ty,  leadersh ip and a commi tment  to ser v ing o thers .  These are
profess ionals  who earn the respect  o f  the i r  peers,  cu l t i va te
meaningfu l  re la t ionsh ips and represen t  the real  es ta te indus t r y wi th
dis t inc t ion.
Scan the code to submi t  your  nominees and for  more in format ion.

Recognizing the next  generat ion of
leaders in Greater Baton Rouge 

real  estate.

Time is ticking! Just a few 
days left so don't hesitate! 
Scan the QR code on the 
next page.

Nominations close Friday, 

October 30, at 5 p.m.

Five years later, it's time for 
a new class. I can't wait to see 
who makes the list.

Gina Miller 
Publisher,  
Baton Rouge Real Producers
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For Louisiana agents helping sellers prepare a listing, or buyers 
settle into a home, November is an opportunity to improve 
the landscape thoughtfully. And good curb appeal starts 
with healthy plants, appropriate scale, and attention to the 
conditions beneath the surface.

Hey Joseph...

Why plant in the fall? 

Fall is one of the best times to plant most hardy trees and 
shrubs. Cooler air reduces heat stress and water loss, while 
our soil remains warm enough for roots to grow. Plants have 
several cooler months to begin establishing before their first 
Louisiana summer. For a spring listing, planting now gives 
the landscape time to settle in. New plants still need moisture 
checks and good drainage. 

What should agents and homeowners watch for? 

Underwatering is easy during summer’s heat. Overwatering is 
equally easy when summer irrigation schedules continue into 
cooler weather. Yellowing or wilting does not automatically 
mean a plant needs more water. At Landscape King, we often 
see boxwoods, compacta hollies, and other Japanese hollies 
struggling at the front of beds. That edge may be the lowest 
point, where water collects. Our often clay-heavy soils can hold 
moisture and drain slowly. 

Homeowners see declining plants and water more, but saturated 
soil deprives roots of oxygen and encourages root-rot diseases. 
Damaged roots can leave a plant looking thirsty even when the 
soil is wet. Check below the surface in both the root ball and 
surrounding soil before watering. Before replacing shrubs for 
listing photos, investigate persistent wetness, drainage, and 
planting depth so replacements do not face the same problem. 

Where is it worth spending on plant size? 

Start with the home’s proportions and the desired view from 
the street. Check mature height, width, and growth rate so 

plants frame windows and entrances without eventually 
hiding them. A dwarf plant may never provide the screening 
you want. Match purchase size to the timeline. Smaller, 
fast-growing plants can save money when there is time to 
wait. Larger, healthy specimens may justify the cost for slow-
growing varieties or focal points needed before listing.

Leave room for mature growth regardless of purchase size.

Which plants are your favorites? 

Camellias bring seasonal color: sasanquas bloom in fall and 
early winter and tolerate full to partial sun; japonicas prefer 
partial shade to shade and bloom from late fall through spring, 
depending on variety. We favor ShiShi Gashira for its smaller 
habit and pink flowers.

American beautyberry offers purple fall berries, distylium 
adds evergreen structure, and Limelight hydrangeas provide 
summer flowers. Among trees, we love Natchez crape myrtles 
for cinnamon-colored bark, Eagleston hollies for evergreen 
structure, Drake elms for graceful form and attractive bark, 
and live oaks where there is ample room.

Q&A with Joseph King, Owner of Landscape King

for Better CURB APPEAL

ASK THE EXPERT

If you have any more landscape questions, or if you 

are wondering how to make your listing standout with 

attractive landscaping, give Joseph King a call.  You will 

find all of his contact information by visiting his website 

at landscapekingla.com. 

CONTACT

US!

Planting
Fall B A T O N  R O U G E

OUR WEBSITE
EXPLORE THE LIBRARY
Browse past issues of Real
Producers and discover stories,
insights, and resources from your
local real estate community.

CONNECT WITH TRUSTED PARTNERS
Visit our Partners tab to find vetted
local professionals who proudly serve
real estate professionals, their clients,
families, and friends.

RELIVE THE MOMENTS
Check out photos and videos
from past Real Producers events
and see what happens when our
community comes together.

STAY IN THE KNOW
Keep up with upcoming events,
networking opportunities, and ways
to connect with your local Real
Producers community.

CHECK OUT
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• Free Estimates & Advice
• We Repair Wood Floors
• We Are On It!  ONE STORE. EVERY FLOOR.

RELOCATIONSOLUTIONS-LA.COM • 225-355-6683

HAPPY CLIENTS 
START WITH A 
STRESS-FREE 

MOVE!

LOCAL & COMMERCIAL MOVING

WHERE RELIABILITY MEETS AFFORDABILITY

Presented April 26, 2026

votebatonrouge.com

Voted Best Moving Services

Relocation Solutions
of LA

Landscaping | Lawn Care | Irrigation | Drainage | Maintenance | Design & Install | Hardscapes

Quality Lawn & Landscape Care,

Serving The Greater Baton Rouge Area
GroundsourceLandscaping.com

225-431-8442

DONE RIGHT.

5
STAR RATING

Free Automatic 
Transfer Switch

($1,000 savings)

225.364.9218
steadfastelectric.com

• Generator Sales, Installation, Repairs & Maintenance 
• EV Chargers
• Electrical Inspections
• Service & Panel Upgrades
• Surge Protection
• LED Lighting
• Solar Panels
• Radon Testing
• Free Estimates
• Highly Experienced & Certified
• Fast & Flexible Scheduling

POWER THROUGH ANY OUTAGE WITH CONFIDENCE

BRIAN FOLSE 

LIMITED TIME
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GEAUX
REDSTICK.

GEAUX
LOCAL.

We Are Growing!

Stated Income Programs • Bank Statement Programs
One Time Close New Construction • Mobile Homes

FHA, VA, Conv, Jumbo • DSCR

N O  C R E D I T  S C O R E  P R O G R A M S  A V A I L A B L EN O  C R E D I T  S C O R E  P R O G R A M S  A V A I L A B L E

RedstickFinancial.com
   @redstickfinancial
11918 Bricksome Ave, Suite F
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

225-407-9250

Licensed in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Texas, 

Alabama & Florida

Sheridan Fay
Broker/Owner

NMLS # 1967817

Darrell “Randy” Tubbs
Loan Originator
NMLS #178782

Jadyn Brown
Loan Originator
NMLS #2701163

Kimberly Albritton

Loan Originator
NMLS #1877647

Ryan Mott
Owner/President
NMLS #876641

EXPRESSPLUMBREPAIR.COM

��������
��������

LMP 7834  |  LMNGF 8825

��������������
�����������
��		������	���

www.safesourceins.com • aundrea@safesourceins.com
O: (225)-300-4500 • M: (225) 333-6220

Aundrea Allen
Independent Insurance Agent

Aundrea Allen
Independent Insurance Agent

Get a custom flood 
insurance flyer specific 

for your listings and 
open houses. Simply 
email me and I’ll take 

care of the rest!

"Jonathan with Tenfold has helped me on the fly 
several times and is extremely reliable. From clearing 

out junk removal for some of my listings/sellers to 
helping me host client trash pick up events, 

he's your guy! 100% recommend!"

YOUR GO-TO SOURCE FOR
STRESS FREE JUNK REMOVAL
SPECIALIZING IN:
• Pre-Listing Cleanouts
• Seller Move-Outs
• Investor & Flip Renovations

225-615-8563 | tenfolddumpsters.la
LICENSED & INSURED

Miranda LaMontagne

TRUSTED BY
REALTORS

USE CODE:

RP2026
FOR 20% OFF 

DUMPSTER 
RENTALS!

Brookhaven Realty
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“My #1 goal as a human — which is 
what I bring to my business — is to 
help others live #thegoodlife supported 
by healthy finances,” Wyatt begins. 
“Essentially, we are a training and 
mentorship community who happens 
to have a broker’s license.” 

Wyatt Graves entered real estate at 19, 
has since brokered more than half a 
billion dollars in career volume and 
today oversees a growing collection 
of interconnected businesses. Yet the 
numbers tell only part of what the 
Baton Rouge entrepreneur is pursuing. 
These days, his focus has shifted from 
personally producing to helping other 
people see possibilities for their lives 
that they may not yet see themselves.

A Glimpse Of Possible  
Raised in Watson, Wyatt grew up in a 
paycheck-to-paycheck family where 
financial stress created plenty of friction. 
College wasn’t commonplace in his 
family, either, but he earned a business 
management and entrepreneurship 
degree while simultaneously launching 
his real estate career.

The original spark arrived even earlier. 
As a ninth grader riding the school bus, 
Wyatt noticed a successful local real 
estate agent driving a luxury car and 
became fascinated by a career with 
flexibility and no ceiling on income. His 
grandmother later gave him another 
perspective on real estate: once homeless 
in her younger years, she eventually 
became an investor, and Wyatt came 
to understand the investing side of the 
business while managing her rentals.

“I went out and bought a brand-new suit 
when I started in real estate,” he recalls 
with a chuckle. “There were a handful 
of us kids being trained by people 20 or 
30 years older than us, living legends in 
our parish.”

Among them was Mary Ann Allen, 
whom Wyatt still credits for giving an 
inexperienced 19-year-old a chance. The 
decades since would bring far bigger 
lessons, including the 2008 mortgage 
meltdown and the 2016 Louisiana flood, 
when Wyatt’s home took on three feet of 
water, his office five, and nearly every 

THE GOOD LIFE 
BLUEPRINT

Graves

WRITTEN BY JESS WELLAR

PHOTOS BY WESLEY SUN CHEE FORE

COVER STORY

pending deal disappeared. He, his wife 
and their three young children moved 
into a single-wide trailer. The experience 
ultimately intensified a resolve that he 
notes was already there.

Beyond The Hustle 
Wyatt founded Kaizen Home Sales and 
Services in 2018 as one component of 
Kaizen Growth Partners, the vertically 
integrated holding company he leads 
as CEO. Today, its ventures span 

brokerage, construction, multifamily 
investment, property management, 
mortgage, childcare and coworking and 
event space.

The 40-agent brokerage operates more 
like a business mastermind community 
than a traditional real estate office. 
Agents can supplement their own 
books of business with leads generated 
internally through new construction and 
property management, while training, 

Wyatt 
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projects underway. To further validate 
the extent of his practicing leadership, 
Wyatt will finish the year with over 
500 doors that totals nearly $50 million 
in assets under management.

He no longer personally produces, even 
giving up his MLS key last year, and 
directs his new construction leads to his 
agents instead.

“When someone works with Kaizen 
— whether they are buying their first 
home, investing in rental property, or 
joining the brokerage as an agent — 
they are plugging into an ecosystem 
that thinks about their entire financial 
picture,” he offers.

That impressive ecosystem of economic 
mobility is also why Wyatt willingly 

shares strategies and relationships that 
took him 25 years to acquire. His goal 
isn’t simply creating more productive 
agents, but helping them create wealth 
and options of their own.

A Wider Reach 
Wyatt’s desire to shorten the learning 
curve for others extends well outside 
the brokerage. As Head of Member 
Success for Gobundance, he works 
within a men’s mastermind community 
that has profoundly influenced his own 
thinking. He also hosts The Mentee 
Podcast, which he acquired in 2018 and 
is preparing to relaunch next year after 
more than 500 episodes and listeners 
across 91 countries.

His interests extend to an even more 
vulnerable audience. Years spent in the 
childcare industry, including through 
KPG’s Fundamentals Early Learning 
Center, have given Wyatt a close look at 
how childhood experiences can follow 
people into adulthood. He plans to launch 
a nonprofit serving foster children aging 
out of the system and already helps on 
a smaller scale through mentorship, 
housing and workforce opportunities.

“I never really had a life coach or a 
mentor believe in myself as a human. 
I fought a lot of personal challenges in 
becoming successful because I didn’t 
have a blueprint. I’m here now and 
wonder what if I had a cheerleader and 
life coach in my corner?”

That question helps explain the scope 
of what Wyatt has created now. His 
vision includes helping working families 
and early-stage entrepreneurs connect 
housing, financial education, career 
development and wealth creation 
rather than addressing those needs 
independently. A book is also in the 
works for next year alongside the 
podcast relaunch, giving him another 
platform to share what he has learned.

At heart, Wyatt considers himself a 
teacher; but most importantly, one 
speaking from experience.

“I am a practicing leader. I teach from 
the floor of the arena and with real 
experience,” he points out. “I am in it 

workshops, technology and mentorship 
are designed to help them think beyond 
their next commission.

Wyatt is also quick to credit his “legit” 
support team who helps run the back 
office and executes extremely well.

“I have the map to get people 
from Point A to Point B; but I 

want agents that want more 
than just hustling deals,” Wyatt 
states. “I want agents that want 
to build a portfolio of business 
investments to live a good life.”

For Wyatt, that “good life” requires 
four ingredients: physical health, 
money, free time and meaningful 
relationships. Creating income that 

isn’t entirely dependent on trading 
hours for dollars is therefore central to 
what he teaches.

Wyatt certainly practices what he 
preaches. In addition to nearly 2,000 
homes sold through his businesses 
during the past six years, he has built 
and sold 45 new construction homes 
and completed 30 flips, with more 

I  HAVE THE 
MAP TO GET 
PEOPLE FROM 
POINT A TO 
POINT B; BUT I 
WANT AGENTS 
THAT WANT 
MORE THAN 
JUST HUSTLING 
DEALS.”
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right now, building in real time, sharing 
what works and what does not as I go.”

Thinking Much Bigger 
For all Wyatt’s ventures, family remains 
sacred. He and his wife, Janae — his 
“ride or die” — will celebrate 20 years 
of marriage in February. Their oldest, 
Baylor, 18, recently left for Auburn 
University, while Emmy, 16, just started 
driving and Maggie entered junior high, 
putting the Graves family squarely in a 
season of rapid, emotional change.

“Every season of fatherhood has been 
the best one yet,” he grins. “This one is 
no different.”

Wyatt and Janae love concerts and 
sporting events, preferably with great 
seats, while the family prioritizes 
travel and experiences over things. 
Wyatt also values solo retreats 
surrounded by nature, where coffee 

and uninterrupted time to think give 
his naturally analytical and creative 
mind room to wander.

The future he’s contemplating is 
appropriately expansive. Wyatt is 
entering year two of a five-year plan 
that envisions a holding company 
encompassing a spectrum of home-
service businesses alongside 25,000 

apartment doors and a personal-growth 
and education community.

Somewhere beyond that is his “big 
bodacious goal” of owning a ranch that 
brings many of those ideas together 
“around a moat of personal education 
and development.” His book, speaking, 
podcast and foster initiative are all 
intended to expand the same goal.

“What keeps me motivated is the gap 
between where I am and where I am 
going,” Wyatt concludes. “I am not 
done, not even close. And the mission 
underneath the business is what gets 
me out of bed before the sun comes 
up. I’m never just chasing ‘more’ — I 
am chasing meaning.” 

I AM A PRACTICING LEADER. I TEACH 
FROM THE FLOOR OF THE ARENA 
AND WITH REAL EXPERIENCE. I AM 
IN IT RIGHT NOW, BUILDING IN REAL 
TIME, SHARING WHAT WORKS AND 
WHAT DOES NOT AS I GO.”
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WE WANT TO KNEAUX

Meet Sydnee Gautreau with 
Keller Williams First Choice

What’s On Your Desk?

L
ouisiana native, wife, mom of two. When she’s not showing 
houses, negotiating contracts, or dreaming about her next 
endeavor, you’ll find her spending time with family and 

friends, getting involved in her church community, or finding 
another reason to celebrate life’s little moments.

ORGANIZED CHAOS: My calendar, pens 
and Post-its help keep the organized 
chaos under control. And the “Stay 
Wild” candle is a little reminder that not 
everything needs a plan—to loosen up, 
leave room for creativity and roll with 
whatever real estate throws at me that day. THE TRIFECTA: Water keeps me 

hydrated, coffee powers my daily 
productivity, and a piece of gum helps 
those listing-description ideas flow!

I CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT MY PHONE 

CHARGER. Because my phone battery 
has never made it through a full day in 
real estate.

These are the TOOLS BEHIND MY 

LISTING VIDEOS, PROPERTY TOURS 

AND SOCIAL MEDIA CONTENT. 
Marketing is one of my favorite creative 
outlets, and I love finding ways to 
showcase properties that feel fresh, fun 
and a little unexpected.

PAINT COLORS, MEASUREMENTS, FLOOR PLANS AND 

DESIGN IDEAS are some of my favorite parts of real estate. 
These tools come out when I’m helping a client envision a space, 
working through new construction or convincing someone that, 
yes, a fresh coat of paint really can make that big of a difference. 
**Shout out to Olivier for the paint wheel!! 

MY DAILY DEVOTIONAL AND GRATITUDE JOURNAL helps 
me start with the right perspective. Taking a few minutes to 
pray, reflect and recognize what I’m grateful for keeps me 
grounded—especially in a business where every day can look 
completely different. 

I also keep THANK-YOU CARDS close by 
because gratitude isn’t something I just 
want to feel; I want to express it. 

The wooden name sign came straight 
from my childhood bedroom, and the 
fabulous ‘90s flip-flop frame holds a 
baby picture of my childhood best friend. 
Add a few inspirational quotes and a 
calendar, and you’ve got A COLLECTION 

OF THINGS THAT MAKE ME SMILE and 
remind me to stay true to myself.

A souvenir from one of my listings! 
Believe it or not, this was the MASTER 

SET OF KEYS to ONE house. I couldn’t 
bring myself to part with them. Every 
home has a story, and sometimes you get 
to take a little piece of that story with you.

MY LAPTOP, PLANNER AND HEADPHONES 

are my desk-day essentials. Between managing 
transactions, answering emails and keeping up 
with clients, there’s always something that needs 
my attention. The headphones are my secret 
weapon for tuning out distractions and getting 
into a productive groove.

MY FAMILY is my 
“why,” and these 
little snapshots of 
my kids through 
the years keep that 
reminder close. 
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“I’m really just here 
following Jesus!” Stephanie 
Fonté offers. “People 
sometimes ask how I have 
been successful as a new 
agent in this market, and 
honestly, my ‘secret sauce’ 
is that I bathe my business 
in prayer.”

For someone who only began 
actively selling real estate at 
the dawn of 2025, Stephanie 
has found her footing in 
record time. The Magnolia 
Roots Realty agent closed 15 
transactions during her first 
full year while still working 
another job for most of it. 
Now, as year two in the 
business winds down, the 
former dental hygienist is 
gaining serious momentum 
without losing sight of the 
faith and relationships 
behind every deal.

A New Calling 
After attending the 
University of Georgia and 
later earning her degree in 
dental hygiene, becoming the 
first college graduate in her 
family, Stephanie spent 25 
years as a registered dental 
hygienist. By 2021, following 
a six-month COVID hiatus, 
the longtime Ascension 
Parish resident knew she 
was ready for a change.

A subdivision going up 
behind her home further 
piqued her curiosity in a 
new career. Stephanie loved 
watching the construction 
unfold, already had a 
weakness for HGTV and 
began dragging her husband, 
Brad, to open houses. In 2023, 
Brad suggested real estate, 
and her pastor later told her 
he thought she’d be good at 
it. After months of prayer 

and letting the idea simmer 
while she completed her 
discipleship course, Stephanie 
enrolled in real estate school 
in January 2024 and became 
licensed that June.

Close friend and now-broker 
Kelly Mitchell helped her 
navigate the learning curve, 
including several complicated 
early transactions. Stephanie 
also discovered that decades 
spent in a dental office 

translated surprisingly well. 
“I had been having difficult 
conversations with people for 
years, explaining the benefits 
of routine dental care and 
flossing!” she recalls. “And 
my very first clients were my 
dental patients.”

No Door  
Knocking Needed 
Stephanie spent her first six 
months learning the industry 
and setting up her business 

before jumping in fully in 
early 2025. She remained 
a full-time hygienist until 
last October, yet still earned 
Top Producer recognition 
within her brokerage several 
months during her rookie 
year and again this year.

More impressive still is the 
fact her growth hasn’t come 
from buying leads or cold 
calls. Business has developed 
strictly through her sphere 
of influence, word of mouth, 
and social media, where 
Stephanie made sure people 
knew about her new career 
from the outset.

“When I decided to get 
started in real estate, I 
really came out swinging 
on social media!” she 
chuckles. “I’m still very 
active across Facebook, 
Instagram and TikTok.”

Behind that visibility is the 
same personal care that 
defined her dental career. 
Stephanie listens closely, 
notices the smallest details, 
and takes time to make 
complicated information 
understandable. She isn’t 
afraid to deliver an answer 
clients may not want to hear, 
either, believing protecting 
their interests matters more 
than taking the easiest path 
to closing.

That thoroughness has 
become something of a 
calling card. Stephanie 
wants people to feel 
comfortable asking 
questions, particularly when 
they’re overwhelmed by a 
decision they don’t make 
every day. And once closing 
is over, she has no intention 
of disappearing. “My most 

Running Her 
Own Race

WRITTEN BY 

JESS WELLAR

PHOTOS BY 

WESLEY SUN 

CHEE FORE

AGENT TO WATCH

I try to soak it all in and 
make every moment count.”

STEPHANIE
FONTÉ
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common feedback is when clients 
say ‘Thank you for answering all 
my stupid questions!’ and I tell 
them, ‘No question is stupid!’” she 
laughs. “But they are genuinely 
grateful that I’m very thorough in 
educating them.” 

Faith Over Fear 
Faith isn’t simply one aspect of 
Stephanie’s life; it’s the bedrock 
beneath it. She completed three 
years of discipleship training 
from 2021 through 2023 and 
is currently pursuing a two-
year leadership certification 
through Highlands College. But 
her relationship with God was 
forged deeply through a loss that 
changed her perspective forever.

Stephanie’s sister died in the 
Champlain Towers building 
collapse in June of 2021 and just 
months later her mom passed 
away from a drug overdose. 
Grief and healing became a daily 
exercise in surrender.

“There are some losses you don’t 
simply ‘get over,’ and that was 
one of them,” she admits. “It 
confronted me with the reality 
that tragedy and evil exist in this 
world and left me carrying a 
burden that was far too heavy to 
carry on my own.”

Faith, family and community 
helped Stephanie continue 
moving forward, while the 
experience deepened her 
compassion for what others 
may be carrying quietly. Today, 
serving others is a constant 
throughout her week. For four 
years, she has helped facilitate 
Next Gen, a faith-based club at St. 
Amant High School; she serves 

as Admin Team leader for 
The Church International’s 
new Prairieville campus; 
leads a Wednesday morning 
women’s devotional at Life 
House University, a faith-
based women’s recovery 
home; and twice monthly 
leads a women’s connect 
group centered on Scripture, 
prayer and fellowship.

Through it all, Stephanie 
has learned to trust the path 
God has marked out for her 
rather than measure her 
progress against anyone 
else’s. Hebrews 12:1 has 
become one of her favorite 
Scriptures these days. “Let 
us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for 
us,” Stephanie recites. “This 
verse reminds me that I 

don’t have to run anyone 
else’s race.”

Home And Beyond 
Stephanie’s biggest 
cheerleader is Brad, a 
veteran whom she calls her 
best friend. He’s also an 
indispensable behind-the-
scenes partner, holding down 
the home front during long 
real estate days and rolling up 
his sleeves when one of her 
listings needs attention.

Their family includes 
Stephanie’s oldest son, 
Mason, 30, who lives in 
Georgia with his wife; Brody, 
23, whom Stephanie had the 
joy of helping purchase his 
first home; then there are 
her “bonus babies,” Aidan, 
11, and Jacob, 8. Rounding 

out the household are 
Rambo, a 14-year-old black 
Lab, and Winnie, a 7-year-old 
Shih Tzu who is really “the 
queen of the castle.”

“What I love more than 
anything though is any 
opportunity for us to all be 
together; it doesn’t have to 
be anything big or fancy,” 
she shares. “I try to soak it all 
in and make every moment 
count.” When she’s not 
working, Stephanie enjoys 
exercising, running, biking, 
traveling and being outdoors, 
with the beach holding the 
top spot among her favorite 
escapes. She and Brad are 
looking forward to a couple’s 
getaway to Antigua in 
February and a 10-day trip to 
Israel next April.

Businesswise, Stephanie 
is already looking several 
chapters ahead. After 
graduating from Highlands 
College next year, she 
plans to begin pursuing 
her broker path, with the 
eventual goal of owning a 
brokerage. Personally, she’d 
love to find the family’s 
forever home, although she 
readily admits she may be 
her own pickiest client.

For all those plans, 
Stephanie has learned not to 
assume she knows precisely 
where life will take her next 
though. “The Lord orders my 
steps,” she concludes with 
a smile. “I’m not sure what 
the future holds but I know 
it will all turn out okay if I 
trust in Him.” 
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I couldn’t be happier with their 
service and professionalism!”

-  Caitlyn Guice
 RP Top 100 Realtor

check out our             reviews! Jessica Singletary, Owner
CHOOSE THE TOP ROOFER TO 
TEAM UP WITH AND GET YOUR 

DEALS CLOSED FASTER!

TOP PRO D UCE RS
CHOOSE  TO P TE AM

Integrity.
Experience.
Excellence. 

Helping You Make Your Clients' Real Estate Transactions A Done Deal

MICHAEL JONES
Owner/Attorney

TAJH MATHEWS
Owner/Attorney

absolutetitlecompany.com  |  (225) 960-4326
2321 Drusilla Lane  |  Suite C  |  Baton Rouge, LA

225-573-1736
www.Rougepainters.com 
letsroll@rougepainters.com

Check Out
Our Reviews!

LOCAL, LICENSED & INSURED

Exterior & Interior Paint | Drywall & Trim Repairs | Cabinet Refinishing
ScottFenceUSA.com  |  225.752.7772

contactus@scottfenceusa.com             

BATON ROUGE'S
PREMIER FENCE 

COMPANY

We're Celebrating

Thank you Louisiana,
for 70 years of service!

Years In Business!

Mackie Cathey
Market Manager

225-247-6620 
mackie.cathey@ahs.com 

Ask me how your
buyers can get free,
unlimited access to
live repair experts
7 days a week!
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A MORTGAGE
ADVISOR,
NOT JUST A
MORTGAGE LENDER.
Advisory lending, because a mortgage is a wealth decision

280+ LENDERS  •   1 ,000+ LOAN PRODUCTS

Trace David
Mortgage Loan Originator  ·  NMLS #2571377
Call or text: 225-301-7951  ·  tdavid@nexalending.com
www.TraceDavidMortgage.com
5841 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70816
      tracedavidmortgage             @tracedavidmortgage
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Servicing These Areas in Louisiana

NOW IS THE PERFECT
TIME TO SCHEDULE A
FREE ROOF EVALUATION!

FALL TIME IS HERE!

Greg A. Kennedy
CPA, CLU, RICP, CAPP

Ashton A. Kennedy
CPA

• Income Tax Planning
  & Preparation 
• Accounting/Bookkeeping
• Consulting
• Payroll Services
• Financial & Retirement
  Planning
• Investments

225.292.5112
www.gakcpafirm.com

Contact us today to see how we can put our
35 years of experience to work for you!



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

YOUR DESIGN 
PARTNER 
FROM 
FOUNDATION 
TO FINISH
Builders trust me to keep projects moving.
 
Homeowners trust me to bring their vision to life.
 
Working alongside builders, contractors, and trades, I bridge the gap between construction 
and exceptional design—creating homes that are as functional as they are beautiful.

(225) 354-9245 | jennifer@embark-interiors.com | embark-interiors.com

Specializing In:

Jennifer Liffmann
Principal Designer

• New Construction • Whole-Home Renovations • Kitchen & Bath Design
• Space Planning • Construction Selections & Specifications
• Builder & Homeowner Collaboration


