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MORTGAGES MADE

SIMPLE

With New American Funding, 
you’re not just pre-qualifying 
buyers—you’re positioning 
them to compete and close.

DPA
(Down Payment Assistance) NAF Cash FHA Loans VA Loans Conventional

Loans

Help more 
buyers get in the 

game with low 
upfront costs

(Credit score as 
low as 580)

Turn financed 
buyers into cash 
buyers—win in 

competitive 
markets

Flexible credit + 
as little as 3.5% 

down = more 
approvals

No down 
payment, no 

monthly MI for 
eligible veterans 

Buy, Build, or 
Refinance with as 
low as 3% down 
with competitive 

rates for qualified 
buyers. 

Equal Housing Opportunity. This is not a loan commitment or guarantee of any kind. Terms and conditions apply. Subject to borrower and property qualifications. Not all applicants will qualify. Rates and terms are subject to change without 
notice. All mortgage loan products are subject to credit and property approval. © 2026 New American Funding, LLC. NMLS #6606. nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Corporate office 1 MacArthur Place, Suite 800, Santa Ana, CA 92707 
www.newamericanfunding.com. Phone: (800) 450-2010. NAF Cash, LLC (“NAF Cash”) is a real estate company that is an affiliated company of New American Funding, LLC. All products and services supplied by NAF Cash are subject to state 
availability and contractual terms and conditions. NAF Cash does not originate loans or issue loan commitments. NAF Cash, LLC charges a Transaction Fee of 1.50%-7.5% of the purchase price for its service (fee varies by state and program). 
License number: MI Real Estate Broker #6505431332.

NATE ARMSTRONG
nate.armstrong@nafinc.com

505-550-4990
NMLS# 2557749

JEN HERNANDEZ
Hablo español

Jen.Hernandez@nafinc.com
505-657-7996
NMLS# 2586166

BENITO MAEZ
Benito.Maez@nafinc.com

505-785-1118
NMLS# 1682535

JULIAN CORDOVA
julian.cordova@nafinc.com

505-269-2549
NMLS# 1693329

Manual underwriting available as well.

PARTNER WITH NEW AMERICAN FUNDING 
AND CLOSE WITH CONFIDENCE.
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FREE
ESTIMATES

Make every showing pop with 
professional carpet cleaning that 

helps your listings  look—and 
smell— market-ready

Make every showing pop with 
professional carpet cleaning that 

helps your listings  look—and 
smell— market-ready

���������������������
Family Owned and Operated!  |  505-254-2180  |  fourseasonscleaning.com

�������������
���������������
We Handle the Dirt You Handle the Deal.

Clean Outs
Carpet Cleaning
Tile & Grout Cleaning



ABQ Real Producers • 76 • November 2026

PROFILES

Contents

SALUTING A 

VETERAN

IN THIS ISSUE

10	 Preferred Partners

14	 Meet The Team

16	 Partner Spotlight: Right Wray Real Estate & 
Transaction Coordination

20	 Event Recap: Charity of Choice
26	 REALTOR® on the Rise: Alex Nunez
30	 Saluting Veterans: Katie Fellure

Katie  
Fellure

30Katie  Fellure

If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, please email us at ml.rauch@realproducersmag.
com, or call ML at (505) 250-0092.

Alex Nunez26

Charity of Choice

Timothy Wray

16

20



ABQ Real Producers • 98 • November 2026

We’re on call to uncover the “hidden heat” 
in every home—so you can keep your 
closings cool, calm, and collected.

VETERAN OWNED
& OPERATED

We Put Out Problems 
Before They Burn Your Deal

PRE-SALE INSPECTIONS • HOME INSPECTIONS
THERMAL INSPECTIONS • SEWER SCOPES • RADON TESTING

505.715.1009 • KATE@FHIOFFICE.COM

25% 
Discount 

for
Active & 
Retired

Military as 
well as
First 

Responders

We Put Out Problems 
Before They Burn Your Deal
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners

CLEANING SERVICE
Four Seasons Cleaning
Michael Galaviz
(505) 489-0755
www.fourseasonscleaning.com

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
Coldwell Banker Legacy 
Commercial Division
Nikki Bronstorp
(505) 209-1246
nikki-bronstorp-group.cblegacy.com

ESCROW
Sunwest Escrow
Terry White
(505) 237-2225
www.sunwestescrow.com

ESTATE LIQUIDATION
HR Integrity Estate Sales
Barbara Spear
(505) 339-8401

ESTATE SALES
My Auction Addiction
Lloyd Swartz
(505) 252-0915
www.AlbuquerqueAuction 
Addiction.com

GARAGE SOLUTIONS
Pride Garages
David Large
(505) 818-9710
www.priderealestatenm.com

HOME INSPECTION
Duke City Inspections
Matt Williams
(505) 587-3535
www.dukecityinspections.com

Erhart Home Inspections
Rick Erhart
(505) 861-9040
www.erhartinspections.com

Fireman Home Inspections LLC
Lee Carns
(505) 353-2979
www.firemanhome 
inspections.com

General Inspectors 
of Albuquerque
Joseph Lebron
(505) 288-2234
www.generalinspectors@ 
yahoo.com

Pillar to Post Home 
Inspectors/The CG Team
Eric Robinson
(505) 247-2298
www.pillartopost.com/cgteam

HOME SERVICES
Fresh Tec LLC
Scott Herrmann
(505) 219-1952
www.freshtec.solutions

HOME STAGING
All About Staging
Trish Tilley
(505) 228-2895
www.allaboutstaging.info

HVAC/PLUMBING
C & L Total Service LLC
Chad Padilla
(505) 294-3777
www.CandLTotalServiceLLC.com

INSURANCE
Farm Bureau Financial Services
Mark Krueger
(505) 998-7250
www.agentmarkkrueger.com

Strategic Insurance Group
Benito Ortiz
(505) 585-0227
www.thesigco.com

LENDING
Rural 1st
Gabe Baeza
(575) 808-7361
www.rural1st.com/

MORTGAGE
Guild Mortgage
Robert Sanchez
(505) 573-9777
www.branches.guild 
mortgage.com/

Neighborhood Loans
Ross Murray
(505) 257-1933
www.closewithross.com

New American Funding
Nate Armstrong
(505) 550-4990
www.newamericanfunding.com

Waterstone Mortgage
Zora LaClair
(505) 389-1900
www.waterstonemortgage.com

MORTGAGE ADVISOR
Bell Bank Mortgage
Yvette Klinkmann
(505) 366-9090
www.mortgagesbyyvette.com

Cornerstone Home Lending
Lauren Sandoval
(505) 553-2059
www.laurensmylender.com

MORTGAGE BANKER
Bank of Albuquerque
Karen Holguin
(505) 804-3191
www.bankofalbuquerque.
com/find-a-mortgage-banker/
waylon-gentry

MOVING COMPANY
Faith Moving Company
Nick Fehrenbach
(505) 305-0182
www.faithmovingcompany.com

ProRelo Bekins
Brad Killman
(505) 888-1007
www.myabqmover.com

PAINTING SERVICE
New Mexico’s Painting 
Specialists
Mandi Loudenbach
(505) 250-8000
www.newmexicospainting 
specialists.com

PHOTOGRAPHY-FAMILY/
REAL ESTATE/EVENTS
Liz Lopez Photography
Liz Lopez
(505) 401-9843
www.lizlopezphotography.com

Ponic Photography
Jason & Elizabeth Ponic
(505) 595-5388
www.ponicphotography.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Couture Brokerage
Toni-Lei Ponic
(505) 321-3259
www.couturebrokerage.com

RESTORATION/REMODEL
Next Level Restoration 
and Remodel
Matt Adlesperger
(505) 980-7515
www.nextlevelrr.com

ROOFING & CONTRACTING
Hawk Construction Services
Justin Hawkins
(505) 881-4568
www.hawkcs.com

TITLE COMPANY
First American Title
Kylie Coffman
(505) 888-8232
www.nm.firstam.com

WFG Title
Teresa Manzanares
(505) 366-3973
wfgtitle.com

TRANSACTION MANAGEMENT
Right Wray Real Estate LLC
Timothy ​Wray
(505) 681-5199

THE BEST SURPRISE?
NO SURPRISES AT ALL.
CERTIFIED INSPECTIONS FOR SMOOTH CLOSINGS

505-861-9040 • erharthomeinspections.com
rickinspectshomes@gmail.com

Licensed, Bonded, and Insured

Helping buyers, sellers, and 
agents move forward

with confidence.

Call Rick Erhart Today!Call Rick Erhart Today!
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SMART PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT THAT

Works As Hard As You Do.

505.321.3259  |  COUTUREBROKERAGE.COM

Toni-Lei Ponic  |  Qualifying Broker  |  Property Manager  |  Licensed Realtor

Your Trusted Ally in Property Management

A Little More Comfort, A Lot More to Be Thankful For

WHY REALTORS AND HOMEBUYERS
CHOOSE THE CG TEAM
GUARANTEED AVAILABILITY

WITHIN 2 BUSINESS DAYS 

WEEKEND INSPECTIONS

AVAILABLE

SAME DAY INSPECTION

REPORTS 

REPAIR REQUEST BUILDER

INCLUDED

BOOK YOUR 
INSPECTION 
TODAY!

CALL / TEXT  505-607-0319 
cgteam.pillartopost.com

LOCALLY OWNED, PROFESSIONAL & TRUSTWORTHY
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Meet
The

Team
M.L. Rauch

Publisher
Maddie Podish

Social Media Coordinator
Amber Ortega

Content Coordinator

Liz Lopez
Photographer

Liz Lopez Photography

Alexa Kirsch-Poole
Client Concierge Manager & 

Advertising Strategist

Elizabeth & Jason Ponic
Photographers
Ponic Photography

Elizabeth McCabe
Writer

DISCLAIMER: The articles and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company 
d/b/a Real Producers (“N2”). Advertisements appearing in this publication are paid placements and are not endorsed or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the 
statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this publication may include content created with the 
assistance of artificial intelligence (AI) tools by authors or contributors and may not be independently verified by N2.
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A REALTOR® and Qualifying Broker 
himself, Timothy owns a transaction-
management brokerage, where he 
excels as a transaction coordinator. 
“I’m in a support role to other top 
producers,” says Timothy. His wife, 
Autumn, actually came up with the 
name of his brokerage, Right Wray Real 
Estate. Timothy has come to the rescue 
of countless agents.

Timothy gained years of experience 
working for a highly ranked 
team in New Mexico as one of 
their transaction managers.

“We worked on about 300 transactions a 
year,” he recalls. “I got pretty proficient 
in contract to close.” As one of the 
administrators to a team, he learned 
the ropes quickly. “I’m very grateful for 
the opportunity,” he comments. “I was 
ready to take the jump and expand and 
grow the business. That’s why I became 
a Qualifying Broker.”

He opened Right Wray Real Estate  
in 2024.

Services Offered 
At his brokerage, Timothy offers 
assistance from contract to close. As he 
says, “I consider myself full-time and full 
service.” He excels at meeting deadlines, 
scheduling appointments, drafting 
documents, and managing paperwork.

“Anything that needs to be done, I am 
able to do,” he says. Over the years, 
he estimates he has done thousands 
of transactions. “I probably do about 
400–500 a year.”

While many people view real estate 
paperwork as daunting, Timothy thrives 
on the analytical, detail-oriented nature 
of the job. “I enjoy what I do,” he smiles. 
“I love the process, the contracts, and the 
attention to detail.”

Handling a high volume of transactions 
has only made Timothy more efficient. 
With strong systems and an experienced 
assistant in place, he has built his 
business to manage multiple files 
simultaneously with ease.

“I have the capacity to 
take on more brokers,” 
he says. “I’ve built 
the support to handle 
the volume while still 
giving every file the 
attention it deserves.”

His calm, cool, and 
collected approach 
serves as an anchor 
when deals get 
chaotic. “Every 
transaction is different 
and you always see 
something new. 
You have to adapt. 
I’m very laid-back 
and methodical. 
Everything will 
work itself out if 
you do what needs 
to be done to get to 
the closing table.”

Raised in Real Estate 
Timothy, who grew up 
in Albuquerque, never 
left. Raised by a single mother who was a 
teacher, Timothy spent a lot of time with 
his two wonderful grandparents.

“They were in the real estate business,” 
he says. “I grew up going to inspections 
and open houses with my grandmother. 
I knew I wanted to do something in the 
real estate world. I’m kind of the third 
generation.” His grandfather started in 
commercial real estate over 50 years 
ago and his grandmother has been in 
residential real estate for almost as 
long. Even his aunt and uncle are in 
real estate.

Growing up, Timothy didn’t realize he 
was learning all about real estate. “I 
would just run around and see different 
houses. I would have my crossword 
puzzles or workbook for the day and 
snacks. So I was good,” he says.

Although Timothy did think about 
being a police officer, a crime scene 
investigator, or an astronaut as a child, 
he knew he wanted to go into real estate 
after graduation.

“I had an opportunity to start in real 
estate. I took that and ran with it.”

Striking a Balance 
“Success is not a dollar amount, but 
the amount of time spent with family. 
I work hard to reap the benefits and 
have a life outside of work. That was 
the hardest part for me to figure out,” 
he laughs.

Timothy’s goal is simple: to be the best 
father, husband and provider he can be. 
He wants to live life to the fullest and be 
content. Putting family first is what it’s 
all about for him.

He and Autumn have been together for 
almost 10 years. 

Their son, Derek, was born while they 
were still in high school. “We had him 
young, but we made it work,” says 
Timothy. Becoming a father so young 
propelled him to start his career. Today, 
Derek, 10, is obsessed with soccer. He 
also loves school, makes the grades, and 
reads everything he can.

Right Wray Real 
Estate & Transaction 

Coordination

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

PHOTOS BY PONIC PHOTOGRAPHY

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Life is short. Sell homes. Meet with clients. 
Don’t waste time slaving over paperwork or 
crunching the numbers. Leave it to the professionals. 
Timothy Wray of Right Wray Real Estate has been 
helping real estate professionals from contract to 
close, simplifying their business in the process.

WRAY
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TIMOTHY WRAY
Realtor | Qualifying Broker | Owner
License REC-2024-0761
505-681-5199
timothywrayrealestate@gmail.com
7709 San Francisco Rd NE, 87109

THE RIGHT WRAY.
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.
Whether you're closing five transactions a year 
or fifty, transaction coordination helps you stay 
organized while delivering a consistent client 

experience. Timothy 
Wray provides flexible 
support tailored to the 
way you work.

Their daughter, Magnolia, turned three 
in October. “She’s a little firecracker. 
She’s hilarious, sharp, and keeps us on 
our toes.” 

To relax, Timothy and his family 
love playing golf. They are members 
at Tanoan. “We play couples’ 
golf,” says Timothy. He’s also part 
of the TMGA (Tanoan Men’s Golf 
Association) and participates in 
different real estate tournaments. 

“Whether it’s a good round or a bad 
round, at least it’s a change of scenery,” 
he says. 

Final Thoughts 
Life is too short to be drowning in 
paperwork. Get back to building and 
growing your business today! 

CONTACT TIMOTHY 
TODAY!
(505) 681-5199

I took that and 
RAN with it.”
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EVENT RECAP

Hosted by The Bourbon House, this 
year’s Charity of Choice event was 
proof that when ABQ’s Real Producers 
and Stroll communities come 
together, AMAZING things happen!

Thanks to the generosity of our 
attendees and the incredible support of 
our Real Producers and Stroll sponsors, 
we raised $4000 to be split among these 
five lucky winners’ charities whose 
names were drawn at the event!

* Nikki Bronstrop: Paws and Stripes

* Elizabeth Valdez: Horses for Healing

* Adam Trujillo: Domestic Violence 
Resource Center

* Johnny Nuanes: Eastdale Little League

* Dr. Sanjay Kholwadwala: United Way

To our event sponsors, THANK YOU for 
showing up, giving back, and helping 
us turn a night of fun into something so 
much bigger! 

And to everyone who joined us, 
donated and helped spread the word — 
THIS is what community is all about!

$4000 RAISED! FIVE CHARITIES 
BLESSED. ONE INCREDIBLE COMMUNITY!

Charity of Choice
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Bank of Albuquerque® and BOK Financial® are trademarks of BOKF, NA. Member 
FDIC. Equal Housing Lender     . ©2026 BOKF, NA. NMLS #403501. All loans are 
subject to credit approval.

APPLY NOW

KARL TREMMEL 
NMLS #298630 
Vice President, Branch Sales Manager 
ktremmel@bankofalbuquerque.com 
T 505-855-0570 
M 505-350-8060 
F 505-717-3813 6301
Jefferson NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109

GREAT CLIENT 
EXPERIENCES 
START WITH 
GREAT PARTNERS.

GREAT CLIENT 
EXPERIENCES 
START WITH 
GREAT PARTNERS.
Personalized guidance, responsive 
service, and reliable support designed 
to make the homebuying experience 
smoother for you and your clients.

We Welcome Realtor 
Referrals with Free, 

Guaranteed 
Quotes—Every Time.

Why Choose Us? 
We're the highest-rated mover 

on Google

4.8 stars with
1,900+ reviews

505.888.1007
becca@myabqmover.com

From packing and loading to transportation and 
storage, we customize every move to fit your 
clients' unique needs.

Whether they're moving across town or across 
the country, our experienced team delivers a 
smooth, stress-free relocation experience.

From packed homes to inherited properties, HR Integrity 
Estate Sales takes the overwhelming work o� your 
plate—helping you get properties cleared, market-ready, 
and ready to sell.

Serving Albuquerque for Over 10 Years!

YOUR LISTING SHOULDN’T 
HAVE TO WAIT ON AN ESTATE. HR

HR Integrity Estate Sales
BARBARA SPEAR | (505) 339-8401

WE MAKE THE PROCESS EASY:
• Clear, prepare, & stage the property
• Handle accounting & payouts
• Deliver the home broom-swept and photo-ready

Don't let an estate backlog stall your next listing.
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ALEX NUNEZ never 
thought he would be a real 
estate professional. “When I was 
younger, I was going to be an FBI 
agent,” he says.

Now Alex is doing a different 
kind of investigation: figuring out 
what his clients want and helping 
them get what they need. “I’m 
good at it,” he smiles. “I’m good at 
building face-to-face relationships 
and building people’s trust.”

Born and raised in Albuquerque, 
Alex actually went into 
optometry and worked as an 
office manager for optometry 
clinics throughout the city for 
eight years. That’s where he 
discovered his gift for sales.

“I would get recognized for 
upsells in the eyeglass world,” 
he shares. Alex gave people 
purchasing glasses the right 
recommendations. “That played 
a part in real estate.” Listening 
to clients came naturally to 
him. “Real estate is the same—
you look for and provide 
recommendations for what is 
best for families.”

That doesn’t mean it’s  
always easy.

“Real estate isn’t as easy as 
it looks,” he laughs. Alex has 

faced challenges. Starting as a 
solo agent with David Roybal 
and Associates, he has helped 
countless clients.

“People don’t understand the 
number of tough conversations 
you have with clients. It’s not like 
Selling Sunset by any means.”

Divorces and deaths happen. 
Foreclosures occur. People go 
through problems and pitfalls 
in life.

“It’s not as pretty as it looks,” says 
Alex. Guess what? Those difficult 

BY ELIZABETH 

MCCABE

PHOTOS BY PONIC 

PHOTOGRAPHY

REALTOR® ON THE RISE

moments don’t always appear in 
an Instagram reel.

Soaring in Real Estate 
Three years ago, Alex started his 
own team, the A&A Real Estate 
Group, operating through Keller 
Williams Realty. “I’ve always been 
at Keller Williams,” he notes. As 
for the name of his business, it 
goes with his full name, Alexis 
Adrian. “That’s where the A&A 
came from. It also tied in with my 
other business, A&A Cleaning.” 
An entrepreneur at heart, he also 
co-owns A&A Cleaning, a business 
that has operated for more than 
10 years. “We wanted to keep the 
marketing similar,” he explains.

Working in real estate enabled 
Alex to “take on the hard tasks.” 
He enjoys being a leader and 
currently leads a four-person real 
estate team.

Alex wants A&A Real Estate 
Group to remain one of New 
Mexico’s strong bilingual teams. 
He also prides himself on his 
professionalism with a personal 
touch. He’s confident and always 
puts his clients first. To Alex, it’s 
about serving others.

ALEXNUNEZ
Dream Big. Work for the Win.
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The Right Photo Closes Before the First Showing.

LizLopezPhotography.com
505.401.9843

lizlopezphotography2@gmail.com

Family + Fun 
Family comes first to Alex.

“I’ve been married to my wife Eva 
since 2017,” he says. They’ve been 
together since 2009. “I think we 
have created a relationship where 
we motivate each other,” says 
Alex. Eva enjoys working for Intel 
as a computer engineer. 

When Alex isn’t working, he 
likes to work on his golf game. “I 
want to become a scratch golfer 
with a zero handicap,” he says. 
Currently, his handicap is eight. 
Reaching zero will mean playing 
better and scoring better.

Other pastimes?  
Owning racehorses.

“It’s a very expensive hobby,” 
he says. “When the season is 
here, I am literally driving to the 
racetrack or headed to the office 
or vice versa. I make sure the 
horses are ready to go so they can 
compete.” Watching the horses at 
the starting gate about to take off 
is a pure adrenaline rush.

Alex knows how to work hard 
and play hard. He gives his clients 
his all, helps them however he 
can, and keeps working through 
tough conversations until they 
have a plan to move forward.

There’s plenty ahead for Alex: 
growing two businesses, chasing 
a lower golf score and becoming 
a dad. But helping clients will 
always come back to something 
he learned long before real estate: 
listen closely, earn their trust, 
and recommend what truly fits 
their needs. That’s a win worth 
working for. 

“People can trust me with 
their important decisions in 
real estate,” he says. With his 
trusted track record, he knows 
how to move transactions 
to the closing table.

A Competitive Drive 
What makes Alex successful? It 
might go back to his competitive 
drive, forged in his youth. Alex 
started playing golf at an early 
age. His father worked for Los 
Altos Golf Course.

“We would go during summer 
vacation and practice, play, 
and spend time there. I like 
winning,” he says. He learned to 
win in the game of golf as well 
as other sports. Soccer became 
his main sport throughout 
high school. Again, he loved 
to win. That competitive 
drive and love of winning 
followed him into real estate.

Now Alex likes to win for his 
clients.

isn’t as easy as it looks.”
REAL ESTATE 
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SALUTING A VETERAN

Katie FellureempathyLeading With
“You have to listen,” says Katie Fellure when 
connecting with clients. “I just let them talk. People 
want to be heard. It’s not about me; it’s about them.”

Afterward, she asks questions and offers suggestions. 
“People need leadership and I believe I provide that.”

A veteran who served our country, Katie knows how 
to lead through transitions. She enlisted in the Army 
Reserves at 18 and, after college, served six years 
on active duty as an Ordnance Officer. She has also 
transitioned many times herself, moving 12 times 
with the military, including two overseas moves to 
South Korea and Germany, not to mention being a 
military spouse. 

“My late husband was deployed 
to Saudi Arabia and we got orders 
to move. I got our two children, 
Jack and Sophia, who were in 
elementary school at the time, and 
our dog, cat, and fish, and I moved 
across the country with them.”

Now, when she speaks to military 
families moving cross-country or 
overseas, she understands their 
concerns. “It’s scary and there 
are a lot of unknowns. I can work 
with them because I’ve been 
there. I know how overwhelming 
it is.”

Katie’s empathy speaks volumes 
to her clients.

“How would I feel if it were me?” she asks herself. “I 
want to be treated with empathy, compassion, and 
respect. I treat my clients like that.” When clients 
are upset, she listens. “I just let them get it out. I am 
a good sounding board and we work on solving the 
problem together.”

Katie also works on being the best she can be.

“Whether a $200,000 house or a $1 million house, 
we give clients the concierge treatment. Everyone 
gets the best service,” she shares. She’s also eager to 
improve. “I always ask the question, ‘How can I do 
better?’” She calls it the After Action Review, inspired 
by her days in the military.

PEOPLE WANT 
TO BE HEARD. 
It’s not about me; 
it’s about them.”

1998 Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland
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A Talented Team 
When it comes to rising in real estate, Katie looks up 
to John Woods, her mentor.

“He was an awesome team leader,” she shares. “He 
let me follow him around and I learned a lot.” After 
three years, she was ready to go out on her own. 
That’s when she started Katie & The Team.

Katie feels fortunate to work with her transaction 
coordinator, Jennifer Swinehart, who has been 
with her for two years. She is also grateful for 
Heidi Kamei, another real estate agent, who fills in 
whenever she can.

Another important part of the team? All of her 
vendors. “Lenders, roofers, and contractors are all 
a part of my team,” points out Katie. Even plumbers 
have her back. “We work in sync to help the clients. 
It’s not about us; it’s about the clients.”

Road to Real Estate 
Growing up in the suburbs of Detroit, Michigan, real 
estate couldn’t have been further from Katie’s mind. 
At 18, she enlisted in the Army Reserves. 

After graduating from Texas Tech University in 
Lubbock with a degree in general studies and a 
minor in military science, she served six years on 
active duty as an Ordnance Officer. 

In 2021, Katie earned her real estate license. Through 
her military experience, she learned to be the “calm 
in the storm.” As she says, “It’s a very emotional 
process for people to buy and sell homes.”

The death of her husband, Mike, nearly eight years 
ago changed the trajectory of Katie’s life. 

“He was an amazing human,” she shares. Katie was 
his caregiver as he fought esophageal cancer. She 
knows what it’s like to encounter life’s challenges and 
to rise above crises. Now she helps others, serving on 
the board of the Gold Star Spouses of America.

Moving to Albuquerque 
“After Mike died, I decided it was best to move to 
Albuquerque because I have family support,” says 
Katie. All of her aunts and uncles live here. Today, 
Katie lives in her grandparents’ former house.

“I randomly bought the house that was out of the 
family for 20 years. It was for sale. I bought it and 
renovated it.” It’s the same home that her father grew 
up in with nine siblings.

“They lived in it for 40 years and my parents had 
their wedding reception in the backyard,” says Katie.

Family is important to Katie, the mother of two 
children, Jack (22) and Sophia (20). “They’re doing 
great.” She also has a partner, Marius, who is from 
Germany. They travel to Europe as often as they can.

“Marius introduced me to hot air ballooning,” she 
smiles. She’s part of the Chubby Kid Chase Crew for 
Mr. Sprinkles.

Other pastimes? Baseball.

“We go to a Major League Baseball game every year,” 
she says. “Baseball was my late husband’s favorite 
thing. It was a tribute to him that I visit one every 
year.” Currently, she’s been to 12 of the 30 MLB 
stadiums and is almost halfway there!

Final Thoughts 
“You never know what people are going through,” 
says Katie, who leads with empathy. “You have to 
give everyone some grace.” That’s exactly what she 
does as a real estate professional, putting clients first, 
excelling in service, and making the world a brighter 
place in the process. 

I always ask 
the question, 
‘HOW CAN I 
DO BETTER?’”

You have to 
give everyone 
some GRACE.” 

2002 Camp Casey, South Korea
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WIN A

$250
GIFT CARD!

Answering a few questions could be worth $250!

Take our quick survey (it’s just 1 minute) and you’ll be
entered for a chance to win a $250 gift card.

Don’t wait. Every month, 
one lucky winner will be chosen. 

Will it be you?

Scan the QR code to enter now!

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open to legal residents of the U.S. (excluding Arizona, Florida, New York, and Rhode Island), age 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Entry period begins 9/1/25 and ends 12/31/26 at 11:59 PM ET. Limit 
one entry per person. One (1) winner will be randomly selected each month (on or about the first of each month) to receive a $250 gift card. Odds of winning depend on the total number of entries received each month. Winners will be 
notified via email. The N2 Company, d/b/a REAL PRODUCERS (collectively, "N2"), reserves the right to cancel, suspend, or modify the promotion if technical or other issues prevent it from running as planned. By entering, participants 

agree to release and hold N2 harmless from any claims arising out of participation. N2 is not responsible for technical errors or issues beyond its control. These rules are governed by the laws of Texas.
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Connect With Us Today!

Neighborhood Loans, 1333 Butterfield Rd. Suite 600 Downers Grove, IL 60515. 1.800.207.8595. Neighborhood Loans is an Illinois, Wisconsin, and California Residential Mortgage Licensee. Neighbor-
hood Loans is an approved FHA Lender. Not an agency of the federal government. All Loans are subject to credit approval. Programs, rates, terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice. 

Other restrictions may apply. Licensed by the California Department of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License #41DBO-118971

Ross Murray | 480.205.1341
Divisional Manager | NMLS# 80919

rmurray@neighborhoodloans.com
CloseWithRoss.com

Ian Evans | 505.221.7777
Producing Branch Manager
NMLS# 779935

ievans@neighborhoodloans.com

THE RIGHT SOLUTIONS FOR YOU
AND YOUR CLIENTS, EVERY TIME.

The Ross Murray Team, with Ian Evans, helping you and your 
clients navigate every step with confidence.

PRE-APPROVAL TARGET

2 HOUR
5 Star Reviews

O
VE

R 800



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

While our address may be new, our commitment remains the same: providing responsive service and
deep local market knowledge with the strength, technology, and resources of a national title company. 

Whether you’re working on a residential transaction or a commercial project, 
our team is here to help move every deal forward with confidence.

2100 Louisiana Blvd NE, Ste 493
Albuquerque, NM 87110

We’re proud to welcome clients and partners to our new office at Winrock Town Center.

for WFG in Albuquerque

505-366-3973 wfgtitle.com/new-mexico

LOCAL RELATIONSHIPS. NATIONAL STRENGTH. EXCEPTIONAL  CLOSINGS.


