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Meet Toby & Lucy,
Our four-legged quality control team!

Modern Techniques with a Classic Approach

20+ Years of Experience
GAF Certified Contractor

Lifetime Warranty

803.590.7870
ClassicRoofingsSC.com

Partner with Classic Roofing 
for Fast, Reliable Service

Ask About Roofs for Troops

YOUR CLIENTS
DESERVE A
CLASSIC ROOF!



Columbia Real Producers • 54 • May 2026

Complete Home Building + Renovation Company

803.546.6631 • NewLevelConstructionllc.com

WHY PARTNER WITH US?
Personalized Service
High-Quality Materials
Expert Craftsmanship
Timely Completion

WHERE YOUR LISTING

LEVEL UP
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Cola Town Construction 
and Renovations
(803) 250-1534

Conquest Homes
(803) 518-6789
conquesthomes.com

Jost Homes & Renovations
(803) 600-6061
www.josthomes.com

New Level Construction
(803) 546-6631

Pulte Homes
(843) 353-5447
www.pultehomes.com

HOME INSPECTION
Integrity Property 
Inspections, LLC
(803) 521-4816
integrityproperty 
inspectionsllc.com

Magnolia Inspection Co.
(864) 529-2924
magnoliainspections.com

Metro Home Inspections
(706) 825-1460
metroaugustainspection 
services.com

HOME RESTORATION & REPAIR
Classic Roofing
(803) 590-7870
classicroofingsc.com

Davis Climate Control
(803) 359-6638
davisclimatecontrol.com

Delta Plumbing LLC
(803) 834-9483
deltaplumbingllc.com

Jaco Heating and Air
(803) 873-6432
jacohvac.com

Magnolia Roofing & Remodeling
(843) 908-5752
magnoliaroofssc.com

Premiere Roofing
(803) 732-3322
roofteam.com

Rock The Top Resurfacing
(803) 998-2088
rockthetopresurfacing.com

South Carolina Real Estate 
& Home Solutions
(803) 807-0700

Upgrade Construction & Design
(732) 731-9588

INSURANCE
Alexis Smith State Farm
(803) 760-2740
alexissmith.net

JUNK REMOVAL
Junk King Columbia, SC
(888) 888-5865
junk-king.com/locations/
columbia-sc

MORTGAGE
Assurance Mortgage
(803) 727-8049
assurancemortgage.
com/assurance_officers/
michele-rodgers/

Atlantic Bay Mortgage 
- Mark Smith
(803) 920-8914
AtlanticBay.com/MarkSmith

Cross Country Mortgage- 
Mark Niosi
(301) 919-6944
ccm.com/mark-niosi

Seal Every Deal
with No Plumbing Surprises

Keep Your Listings Leak Free
MEGAN AND ERIC STEVENS | DELTAPLUMBINGLLC.COM | 803-834-9483

& AD DESIGNIN MAGAZINE

But don’t just take our 
word for it. Take theirs.

n2co.com
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First Citizens Bank
bankers.firstcitizens.com/
mortgage/sc/columbia/
ossie-rogers

John Hinks Jr. Mortgage 
Team-Lending Path
(803) 832-2472
johnhinksjr.com

Kevin Kuper- Guaranteed 
Rate Affinity
(803) 361-8249
homeloansbykevin.com

Mary Gervais Brantley
(803) 862-7220
www.cmghomeloans.com/mysite/
mary-gervais-brantley

Motto Mortgage Beyond
(803) 738-5676

Palmetto Mortgage 
Group - Brian Prahl
(803) 727-1941
palmettomtg.com

The Palmetto Mortgage 
Group - Travis Blayton
(803) 360-3796
travisblayton.com

MOVING / STORAGE
Pro Help Moving and Storage
(803) 776-4357
prohelpmovers.com

Swamp Rabbit Moving
(864) 395-5373
swamprabbitmoving.com 

REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY
Blair Cato Pickren 
Casterline, LLC
(864) 999-3576
blaircato.com

Law Offices of Bryan Caskey
(803) 708-3252
caskeylawoffice.com

Wylie & Washburn, LLC
(803) 814-0015
wylieandwashburn.com

Knowledge Is Key Turning mortgage 
expertise into 
realtor success.

PARTNER WITH A LENDER WHO ELEVATES YOUR SERVICE.

Mark E. Niosi

Loan Originator/ Branch Manager
NMLS #216306

Scan for my 
Bio & Unsolicited 
Reviews!

Loan Originator with 25 Years of Experience. 
To get to know me better, please call 301.919.6944

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
NMLS3029 (864) 643-2213

sales@swamprabbitmoving.com

WE TAKE THE PAIN OUT OF YOUR MOVE!

Residential Moving
Commercial Moving

Packing and Unpacking
Long Distance Moving

Local Moving

Preferred Partners
CONTINUED

FREE ESTIMATES

803.908.7131
MAGNOLIAROOFSSC.COM

LOCALLY 
OWNED

& 
OPERATED

MAGNOLIAROOFINGSC@GMAIL.COM
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803.776.4357
ProHelpMovers.com

DOT#3304870 | MC#1048763 | PSC#9838

ENHANCE YOUR LISTINGS
WITH SEAMLESS

TRANSITIONS
Moving       Storage       Packing

Designer Services

Brandon & Parker
Owners

Family Owned & Operated

RockTheTopResurfacing.com • 803.998.2088 • Rockthetopinfo@gmail.com

Quality Materials & Craftsmanship Save Thousands Over Replacement

Tubs • Countertops

Tile Walls & Floors

BEFORE AFTER

Like-New Surfaces Without the Remodel

Meet
The

Team
Robert Smith 

Co-Owner & Publisher  
Advertising Sales 

robert.smith@realproducersmag.com 
843-560-6278

Jordan Wilson
Director of Client 

Experiences, 
sc.ads@n2co.com

Amy Porter 
Director of 

Content/Relations 
amy.porter@n2co.com

Chelsea Marne
Photographer 

Chelsea Marne Photography
chelseamarnephotography@gmail.com 

724-289-6179

Lucas and Keke
GVL Real Estate Productions 

info@greenvillereal 
estateproductions.com

864-528-7147

Sierra Smith 
Co- Owner & Publisher

sierra.smith@n2co.com
402-560-4555

Sheena Summers
Account Executive

sheena.summers@n2co.com
843-560-2681 

Kacie Woods 
Photographer 

KWoods Photography 
kacierushton@gmail.com 

864-980-5784

Have an Idea? 

Want to pitch, 

nominate or 

share a really cool 

story with our 

readers? Scan the 

QR code below to 

share with our 

Publisher.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but 
remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

Bryan Caskey
ATTORNEY

803.708.3252
CaskeyLawOffice.com

Trust Bryan to make every deal hassle-free
while ensuring every detail is handled with care.

Smooth Transactions, 
Confident Closings!
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EXCEPTIONAL

EXTRAORDINARY HOMES
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803.784.4853
conquesthomes.com

Bill Sinnett
and Tim Kern

PARTNERSHIPS

As we welcome the 
beautiful month of May, 
all of us at Columbia Real 
Producers want to take a 
moment to celebrate two 
things that bring so much 
joy and meaning into may 
of our lives—Mother’s 
Day and National Pet 
Month. May is a time 
to honor the incredible 
mothers who nurture, 
guide, and inspire us each 
day, while also recognizing 
the loyal pets who fill our 
homes with unconditional 
love, laughter, and 
companionship. 

In this issue, we had the 
pleasure of highlighting 
some of the beloved 
pets who are part of the 
lives of the real estate 
professionals in the 
Columbia community. 
These animals are more 
than companions—they 
are cherished members 
of the family who bring 
balance, happiness, and 
heart to the busy lives 
of those who serve our 
community every day. 
Thank you to the agents 
who opened a window into 
their personal lives and 
allowed us to feature their 
furry family members in 
this month’s issue!

We are proud to spotlight 
the following real estate 
professionals and their 
furry besties:
•	 Blair Minick and her 

beloved Rosie
•	 Laura Reid with Murray 

and Remy
•	 Tami Floyd and Lyla 

Skye Floyd
•	 Christi Walsh with Tater 

Tot and Taffy
•	 Hope Derrick and  

Rylee Grace

•	 Andrea Reynolds with 
Goose and Maverick

Each story shared 
showed that behind every 
successful professional 
life is a personal life 
with relationships—both 
human and four-legged. 
These features offer a 
fun and heartfelt look 
at the personalities that 
keep these agents smiling, 
grounded, and motivated.

On another note, don’t 
forget to check out 
this month’s featured 
Partner Spotlight, The 
Palmetto Mortgage 
Group. Partnerships like 
these help Columbia Real 
Producers exist - and we 
are so grateful for them! 

Altogether, we hope this 
issue brings a smile to 
your face. Happy Mother’s 
Day to all the amazing 
moms, and cheers to the 
pets who make our houses 
feel even more like home!

Warmly,

MAY 2026
PUBLISHER’S NOTE

www.wylieandwashburn.com

1601 Hampton Street
Columbia, SC 29201

615 S. Coit Street
Florence, SC 29501

Jadda Wylie, Esq.

(803) 814-0015

Sell more

Robert Smith

Co-Owner/ 
Advertising Sales

Sierra Smith

Co-Owner/ 
Publisher
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FIRST CITIZENS BANK 

Ossie Rogers 

803-212-8089 

ossie.rogers@firstcitizens.com 

firstcitizensbank.mymortgage-online.com/

OssieRogers.html 

As a mortgage banker for First Citizens 
Bank my main responsibility is to serve as 
the primary guide for home buyers seeking 
a mortgage. I assess borrower eligibility, 
explain available loan options and assist 
with applications from begging to the end. 
I protect my referral partners brand by 
providing excellent customer service and 
effective communication.

We are excited to introduce our newest business sponsors, who bring fresh perspectives, innovative solutions, and a drive for 
success to our community. With their expertise and vision, they are poised to make a significant impact in their respective industries.

We welcome these dynamic companies with open arms and look forward to witnessing their growth  
and achievements as valued members of our network.

Welcome New Sponsors!

HomeHome
Ensure Every Listing

Installation | Repair
Preventative Maintenance Plans

CONTACT US FOR A
RELIABLE HVAC PARTNERSHIP

Will Jaco | 803-319-6798 | jacohvac.com

Feels Like

PARTNERING TO MAKE 
HOMEOWNERSHIP POSSIBLE
When buying a home seems out of reach, we’re here to help open the door to new possibilities. 
We bring dreams home with our range of affordable lending solutions.

 First-Citizens Bank & Trust  All   PLH-185-04.25

Ossie Rogers
Mortgage Banker | NMLS #225423
m: 803-212-8089
e: ossie.rogers@firstcitizens.com
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WRITTEN BY: AMY PORTER

PETS OF TOP PRODUCERS

and occasionally leave a trail of havoc behind them. 
But any inconvenience is quickly overshadowed 
by the laughter and love they bring. Despite their 
size, both boys are certain they are tiny, regularly 
attempting to curl up in a lap or squeeze into spaces 
made for much smaller dogs.

What makes Goose and Maverick truly special 
isn’t just their stature—it’s their sweet nature. 
Great Danes are known for being gentle giants, 
and Andrea says that couldn’t be more true. Their 
kindness, loyalty, and constant companionship have 
filled her family’s home with immeasurable joy.

During National Pet Month, it’s clear that Goose 
and Maverick aren’t just pets—they’re family, 
comedians, protectors, and professional snugglers 
wrapped into two very big, very lovable packages.

When it comes to big personalities, Andrea 
Reynolds’ household has them in 
abundance. Meet Goose and Maverick, 

her two larger-than-life Great Danes who may look 
like horses but are convinced they’re lap dogs.

Goose, a 3½-year-old tan point merle, tips the scales 
at an impressive 197 pounds and has perfected the 
art of relaxation. He’s the laid-back king of the house, 
happy to lounge, observe, and accept all the affection 
that comes his way. Maverick, the one-year-old 
baby brother at 160 pounds, is his opposite in many 
ways—playful, curious, and always ready to stir up 
a little mischief. Together, they are, as Andrea says, 
“large and in charge.”

Life with two giant pups certainly comes with its 
adventures. They eat a lot, take up most of the couch, 

Goose and Maverick
&Andrea Reynolds
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Quality Restorations
That Speak for Themselves

TURN EVERY LISTING INTO
A STANDOUT PROPERTY.

Connect with Us Today!
803.807.0700

SOUTH CAROLINA REAL ESTATE
& HOME SOLUTIONS

 S i m p l i c i t y S i m p l i c i t y

Partner with Kevin Today and 

Revolutionize Your Closings!

Kevin Kuper
Vice President, Mortgage Lending

NMLS: 756797
Kevin.Kuper@grarate.com

(803) 361-8249
homeloansbykevin.com

 Meets Meets

NMLS: 1598647

INSPECTIONS THAT EMPOWER YOUR CLIENTS, NOT OVERWHELM THEM.
— 120 day warranty with all services —

Shane Johnson
706.825.1460
MetroAugustaInspectionServices.com

Setting a Higher StandardSetting a Higher Standard
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 LIVING THE 
LAKE LIFE WITH 

MURRAY & REMY

COVER STORY

For Laura Reid, home isn’t just where the heart is — 
it’s where the paws are. And at her Gilbert address 
near beautiful Lake Murray, life is made better every 
day by two very special sidekicks: Murray and Remy.

Murray, a 13-year-old 
Australian Shepherd rescue, 
he has spent his entire 
life enjoying the perks of 
lake living. If there’s water 
nearby, you can bet Murray 
is in it. A daily swim isn’t 
just a hobby; it’s a ritual. 
Whether he’s cooling off 
in the Carolina sunshine 
or happily patrolling the 
shoreline, Murray embodies 
the relaxed, joyful spirit 
that comes with growing 
up on the lake. His loyal, 
steady presence has been 
a constant companion 
through the years, and 

he’s mastered the art of 
balancing adventure with 
the quiet comfort of simply 
being near his person.

Then there’s Remy, the two-
year-old mini Bernedoodle 
with a personality as big as 
his heart. Known as a true 
Velcro dog and emotional 
support superstar, Remy 
loves his people — all of 
them. His enthusiasm for 
meeting new humans is 
contagious, and he has a way 
of making everyone feel like 
the most important person in 
the room.

&
LAURA

PHOTOS BY: KACIE WOODS 

(KWOODS PHOTOGRAPHY)  

WRITTEN BY: AMY PORTER
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Remy is also a proud 
working pup. He’s a familiar 
face at RE/MAX office events, 
parades, meetings, and 
day-to-day office life, where 
he’s earned the unofficial 
title of team ambassador. 
With his signature white 
tuft of hair that calls to mind 
Albert Einstein, Remy brings 
smiles wherever he goes. 
Constantly happy, endlessly 
sweet, and always ready for 
a cuddle or greeting, he has 
become a beloved part of the 
professional family.

Together, Murray and Remy 
offer Laura the best of both 
worlds — the calm loyalty 
of a lifelong companion 
and the exuberant love 
of a social butterfly. They 
remind her daily why 
coming home is the best 
part of any schedule.

During National Pet Month, 
it’s clear that these two 
aren’t just pets. They’re 
family, coworkers, lake 
buddies, and the heart 
behind the hustle. 

Together, Murray and Remy offer 
Laura the best of both worlds —  

the calm loyalty of a lifelong 
companion and the exuberant 

love of a social butterfly.

Let's Connect Today!
tblayton@palmettomtg.com

803.360.3796 | travisblayton.com
426 S Lake Drive, Lexington, SC 29072

Don't Just Take Our Word
Take It From 

One of Our Partners

Travis Blayton
NMLS #1493984

Branch Manager
"Travis and his team were fantastic

to work with! They were thrown 
some pretty crazy twists and turns 

throughout our home-buying 
experience, but they never let us 

down! The CrossCountry Mortgage 
team went way above and beyond to 

make our dream home a reality! 
Highly recommend!"

"Amazing service. Travis had our 
pre-approval letter very quickly. 

Financing went very smoothly. An 
online portal was available for us to 

see exactly what was needed when it 
was needed. We received email 

updates along the way to let us know 
where we were at. Ther personal 

service by Travis was amazing with 
text messages and calls along the 

way. Highly recommended."

Angelia A.

T��ha N.

Providing a Seamless Personalized Experience
Top-rated customer service built on purposeful 
communication, industry-leading knowledge, and 
expertise with every loan product to get the deal 
closed. A Scotsman Guide Top 1% Originator with a 

Top 3 Retail Mortgage Lending Company

Stay on Par with
THE BEST
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For Blair Minick, real estate isn’t 
the only partnership that shapes 
her days. At home, there’s another 

steady presence by her side—Rosie, a 
striking Snowshoe cat whose loyalty, 
intuition, and unmistakable personality 
have left pawprints on Blair’s heart and 
on the lives of many around her.

Rosie is intelligent, playful, adventurous, 
and undeniably beautiful. She spends 
her summers outdoors chasing 
butterflies, then happily returns inside 
for her other favorite hobbies: hunting, 
sleeping, and eating. She gets along 
easily with other animals, including 
dogs, but what she loves most is being 
near Blair. Whether Blair is working or 
painting, Rosie is there. And when Blair 
isn’t feeling well, Rosie seems to know, 
staying close in quiet companionship.

Their story began unexpectedly. Rosie 
was a rescue, found wandering the 
streets. Just seven months after Blair 
brought her home, Rosie surprised her 
by becoming a mother to four kittens. 
Blair had never owned a cat like Rosie 
before and never imagined how deeply 
one animal could change her life.

Rosie’s love of the camera sparked 
something more. Her natural ability to 
pose and her unique markings inspired 
Blair to pursue pet photography and 
portraits, transforming admiration 
into artistic passion. To this day, Rosie 
remains Blair’s muse, influencing both 
her artwork and her everyday outlook.

But what truly makes Rosie 
unforgettable is her heart.

Many people who meet her say she 
carries herself more like a devoted 
dog than a cat. Blair learned just how 
true that was when a neighbor, who 
had recently lost her mother, shared a 
remarkable story. During that season 
of grief, Rosie began visiting her porch 
daily, sitting quietly beside her without 
being called. Blair had no idea it was 
happening until months later, when her 
neighbor explained that Rosie’s gentle 
presence had felt like an angel arriving 
right when she was needed most.

There’s another layer of meaning in how 
Rosie entered Blair’s life. Not long before 

WRITTEN BY: AMY PORTER

PETS OF TOP PRODUCERS

E X P E R I E N C E S  M A D E  E X C E P T I O N A L .

At Cola Town Construction, we treat every client like family. No chasing 
volume. Just honest work, clear communication, and quality craftsmanship.

Kitchen, Bath & Whole-Home Renovations  |  Decks  |  Porches
Fences  |  Handyman Services & More

Trust is
not the only thing

we build well!

Renovations Made Simple.

Sellers Moize: 803.269.3095  |  Lynn Moore: 803.552.7066  |  Chris Moore: 803.387.3261

finding her, Blair had lost a beloved 
cat named Blue, who looked incredibly 
similar. The night Blair spotted Rosie 
outside her rental property, she stopped 
in her tracks, convinced for a moment 
she was seeing a ghost of the past. 
In that instant, she felt certain their 
meeting wasn’t random. They were 
meant to find each other.

Rosie continues to live up to that destiny 
every day. She claims moving boxes as 
her favorite toys, inserting herself into 
Blair’s deliveries as if everything that 
arrives must surely be for her. And she 
has a flair for the spotlight—during 

Blair’s previous Real Producers photo 
shoot, Rosie famously popped into the 
corner of an image, determined not to 
be left out. The photographer couldn’t 
believe the timing.

Through life’s challenges and triumphs, 
Rosie has been a constant, unexpected 
gift. Her loyalty, empathy, and rare 
spirit have brought comfort not only 
to Blair but to others lucky enough to 
cross her path.

For Blair, there’s no doubt: Rosie  
didn’t just come home. She arrived  
with purpose.

Rosie
Blair Minick & 
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In celebration of National Pet Month, 
we’re shining a spotlight on the furry 
family members who keep our real estate 

professionals smiling long after the deals are 
done. For Tami Floyd, that special companion 
is Lyla Skye Floyd, her lovable two-year-old 
Bernadoodle who brings equal parts chaos and 
cuddles to everyday life.

Adopted just a year ago, Lyla quickly claimed 
her role as the household entertainer. With the 
energy of a toddler who just discovered caffeine, 
she’s famous for her perfectly timed bursts of 
“zoomies.” One moment she’s fast asleep, and 
the next she’s racing laps around the living room 
as if she’s in training for the Dog Olympics — 
occasionally making surprise appearances during 
important Zoom calls or right before bedtime.

Lyla is happiest wherever her people are. 
She loves curling up at their feet, catching 

PETS OF TOP PRODUCERS

803.359.6638
DAVISCLIMATECONTROL.COM

RELIABLE 
SERVICE THAT 
ADDS VALUE TO 
YOUR LISTINGS

RELIABLE 
SERVICE THAT 
ADDS VALUE TO 
YOUR LISTINGS

REAL ESTATE INSPECTIONS · REAL ESTATE REPAIRS · SECOND OPINIONS
HVAC UNIT REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT · DUCTWORK REPAIR OR INSTALLATION

SCAN
FOR AN

INSTANT
QUOTE

CONTROL SERVICE

DAVIS 
CLIMATE 
CONTROL

The Name You Can Trust

TemperatureTemperature

OUR FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
Ensures to respond to every 

customer's heating and cooling 
needs as if they were our own

WHY DAVIS CLIMATE CONTROL IS BEST FOR YOU!

PROFESSIONAL 
& RELIABLE

COMPETITIVE 
PRICES

SCHEDULE 
SERVICES

FAMILY
OWNED

the breeze in her curls during boat days on 
Lake Murray, or riding shotgun on golf cart 
adventures. Toss in snacks, car rides, and 
playtime with her dog cousins, and she’s 
convinced life doesn’t get any better.

When her busy social calendar winds down, 
Lyla takes her naps very seriously. Often 
found sprawled out with her legs in the air, 
she looks like she’s dreaming of her next treat 
or replaying the day’s fun.

Sweet, silly, and completely devoted, Lyla 
Skye is pure joy wrapped in fur. She keeps 
Tami laughing, keeps the family active, and 
most of all, keeps their hearts full.

Fun fact: Lyla is already a bit of a  
celebrity, having appeared on 
the front cover of Columbia Real 
Producers in September 2025.

Lyla Skye Floyd
Tami Floyd &

WRITTEN BY: AMY PORTER
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

DELIVERING 
EXCELLENCE 
IN EVERY 
TRANSACTION

BRIAN 
PRAHL

In an industry where 
trust and timing can 
make or break a 
deal, Brian Prahl has 
built his reputation on 
closing on time, every 
time. As Regional 
President of Palmetto 
Mortgage Group, 
Brian has spent 11 
years helping top-
producing real estate 
professionals and 
their clients navigate 
the mortgage process 
with confidence. 
From his Lexington, 
South Carolina office, 
he leads a team 
known for delivering 
exceptional service, 
innovative solutions, 
and results that 
strengthen professional 
relationships across 
the region.

Palmetto 
Mortgage 
Group We operate 

with the 
understanding 
that our clients' 
homes and 
our partners' 
paychecks are 
our primary 
responsibility 
every day.”

After college in 2003, Brian 
followed his friends into 
the mortgage industry in 
Peachtree City, Georgia, 
he decided to follow his 
friends into the industry, 
a choice that eventually 
turned into a lifelong calling. 
The satisfaction of helping 
someone purchase a home 
proved indescribable, and 
Brian discovered equal 
fulfillment in helping real 
estate agents grow their 
businesses. His athletic 
background instilled a 
competitive nature that 
serves him well in an 
industry where performance 
matters. Yet Brian credits 
much of his success to 
surrounding himself with 
the right people. He has 
consistently sought mentors 
who embody high character 
and achievement.

Palmetto Mortgage Group 
stands apart through its 
comprehensive approach to 
client service. The company 
offers more loan products 
than competitors, but it is 
not product selection alone 
that defines its edge. Brian 
and his team possess the 
knowledge and experience 
with unique programs to 
ensure smooth closings and 
exceptional experiences for 
both agents and their clients. 
Their track record speaks 
volumes: a reputation built 
on always closing on time, 
having a solution to every 
problem, and providing 
outstanding service 
throughout the process.

“We operate with the 
understanding that our 
clients’ homes and our 

partners’ paychecks are 
our primary responsibility 
every day,” Brian explains. 
This philosophy drives 
every decision within the 
organization. The team 
believes that consistency and 
discipline trump motivation 
every time, a principle that 
keeps them focused when 
market conditions shift and 
challenges arise. Brian finds 
fulfillment in helping people 
accumulate wealth through 
leveraged real estate. His 
conversations with clients 
extend far beyond mortgage 
terms; he teaches budgeting, 
saving, investing, and  
wealth accumulation 
strategies that many people 
never learn in school. 
Passing on this knowledge 
to families building their 
financial futures is one of  
the most rewarding parts of 
his work.

Brian and his wife, Lauren, 
have been married for 20 
years and are raising two 
daughters, Whitley and 
Elise. Family keeps him 
grounded and reminds him 
why balance matters. On 
free weekends, they head 
to their mountain house in 
Lake Lure, North Carolina, or 
to the beach, stepping away 
from the demands of a busy 
career. When not working, 
Brian enjoys golf, time in the 
mountains, and gathering 
with family and friends. 
Those priorities shape his 
professional values: building 
a business that provides 
financial freedom while 
allowing him to remain 
closely involved with his 
family is central to his 
definition of success.



Columbia Real Producers • 3332 • May 2026

Brian’s definition of 
success is building a 

reputable business 
that provides 

freedom, enables 
family involvement, 

creates trusted 
relationships, 

and leaves a 
legacy worth 

remembering.

Over the course of his career, 
Brian has experienced both 
challenging and booming 
markets, from the crash to 
COVID-19 and the changes 
that followed. These 
extremes taught him that 
while strategies and advice 
may vary with conditions, 
the core principle remains 
the same: focus on helping 
people, and success will 
follow. His team looks 
for tools and trends that 
truly benefit their clients, 
without getting distracted 
by every “shiny new object.” 
That mindset keeps them 
grounded and centered on 
what matters most while 
continuing to serve their 
clients well in any market.

Looking ahead, Brian is 
committed to continued 
growth for Palmetto 
Mortgage Group that 
strengthens partnerships 
with top-producing 
agents throughout the 
region. Beyond increasing 
transaction volume, his 
goal is to keep growing a 
respected, referral-driven 
business that creates 
lasting relationships 
and leaves a meaningful 
professional legacy.

For real estate agents seeking 
a mortgage partner, Brian 
offers straightforward 
advice: understand how 
important every referral is, 
and work only with partners 
who take that responsibility 

seriously. His team has 
earned trust through 
consistent performance, 
especially when careers and 
client relationships are on 
the line. With a wide range 
of loan products and the 
expertise to navigate unique 
scenarios, Palmetto Mortgage 
Group gives real estate 
agents confidence that their 
clients are in capable hands.

Brian’s definition of success 
is building a reputable 
business that provides 
freedom, enables family 
involvement, creates trusted 
relationships, and leaves a 
legacy worth remembering. 
Above all, he wants to be 
remembered for caring about 
people: his family, his team, 
his partners, and his clients. 
That commitment to genuine 
care, combined with proven 
expertise and reliability, 
makes Palmetto Mortgage 
Group a trusted partner 
for real estate agents who 
expect excellence in every 
transaction. To learn more, 
visit the company website or 
call Brian directly. 

PALMETTO MORTGAGE GROUP
BRIAN PRAHL
PALMETTOMTG.COM
803-971-7150 Brian Prahl

"I had a fantastic and stress-free experience working 
with Brian for my mortgage loan! He is so professional, 
knowledgeable and kind! My BEST experience ever 
getting a mortgage loan! Thank you so much, Brian!"
- Ann J.

803-971-7150 • prahlteam@palmettomtg.com • palmettomtg.com

#1 LOAN OFFICER FOR THE MIDLANDS

NMLS #279339

W e ’ r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  a  t r u e  w h i t e  g l o v e  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e  e x p e r i e n c e
f r o m  s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h  for  you and your  c l ients .  From pre-approval  to  c losing,
we keep the buyer ’s  agent ,  sel ler ’s  agent ,and your  c l ients  informed every
step of  the way with our  weekly  Tuesday updates.  Our  goal?  Clear  to  c lose
at  least  a  week in  advance,  so everyone involved can enjoy a smooth,
low-stress transact ion.

Turn More Cl ients
Into  H o m e o w n e r s

with Port fo l io  Se lect
We real ize  not  everyone is  in  the same s i tuat ion

when i t  comes to  buying a home.  With our
“Port fo l io  Select”  Products ,  we make homebuying

possible  for  everyone.

L i s t  o f  P o r t f o l i o  S e l e c t  P r o d u c t s
1099 Loan • “Near Miss” Loan • P&L Loan

Bank Statement • No Ratio Loan
Investment Property (DSCR) Loan • Asset Qualifier Loan
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JOHN HINKS,  JR .  |  NMLS  335154

MY NAME IS
JOHN HINKS,  JR .

and I love the mortgage business!

Big John's
Got Your Back

(803) 832-2472
www.johnhinksjr.com

In real estate, relationships 
matter—and for Hope 
Derrick, one of her most 

important relationship builders 
has four paws and a heart of gold.

Meet Rylee Grace Derrick, 
Hope’s lovable Cavapoo and the 

unofficial (but very committed) 
Chief Greeter of The Derrick 
Team. If you stop by the office, 
there’s a good chance Rylee will 
be the first to welcome you. Her 
signature move? Immediately 
flopping over for a tummy rub to 
determine if you pass her very 

important test. Spoiler alert: 
almost everyone does.

Rylee is a lover of all things—
people, toys, and especially 
snacks. Cheese is at the top of 
her favorites list. She’s rarely 
seen without a ball in her mouth, 

Hope Derrick 

WRITTEN BY: 

AMY PORTER

PETS OF TOP PRODUCERS 

ready for someone to toss it, and 
when the workday is done, she’s 
perfectly happy claiming more 
than her fair share of the bed or 
lobbying hard for a golf cart ride.

At home, her best buddy is Hope’s 
two-year-old grandson, Clayton. 
The pair are the same age and 
already inseparable, keeping 
everyone entertained with their 
sweet friendship and constant 
playtime. Whether they’re 
chasing toys or cuddling up, it’s 
clear these two are growing up 
side by side.

But beyond the fun and 
games, Rylee has a gift. With a 
personality larger than life, she 
seems to know exactly when 
someone needs a little extra love. 

She’ll happily climb into your 
lap, offer a snuggle, and lift your 
spirits without hesitation.

Rylee’s place in the Derrick 
family is even more meaningful 
because she arrived after 
the heartbreaking loss of 
Hope’s 14-year-old Yorkie. 
At a time when Hope wasn’t 
sure she could open her 
heart again, Rylee found her 
way in and made herself 
right at home—bringing joy, 
laughter, and a renewed 
sense of companionship.

From office meetings to family 
time, Rylee Grace is more than a 
pet. She’s family, a teammate, and 
a daily reminder of the happiness 
a dog can bring.

Rylee Grace
&HER FOUR-LEGGED TEAMMATE, 
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HANDY SOLUTIONS FOR HOMES THAT SELL
Whether it’s repairs, renovations, or land clearing, we’re your all-in-one property improvement partner.

Let us handle your Real Estate Punch List!
Call Bob Today! 803.626.3503  |  upgradeconstructionanddesign@gmail.com

We are a locally owned and operated
full service home inspection company.

We prioritize clear communication with your 
clients, ensuring that the inspection process is 

free of unnecessary stress. We offer 
comprehensive, detailed, and easy-to-read 

Home Inspection reports within 24 hours.

• Home Inspections
• CL100s
• HVAC Inspections
• Pre-Drywall Inspections
• Re-Inspections
• Commercial Inspections

Schedule Your Inspection Today!

JACOB STEVENSON
Owner & Lead Inspector

864.529.7924
jacob@MagnoliaInspections.com
MagnoliaInspections.com

Contact Us
803.345.3353
harrellmartinpeace.com

Trey Harrell | Attorney at Law

Real Estate Law
Closings can be very STRESSFUL and 
WORRIESOME! Having a
knowledgeable and experienced 
attorney on your side is CRUCIAL! 
TREY HARRELL is one 
of our REAL ESTATE 
attorneys and can 
assist you with 
ensuring that your 
transaction is SECURE 
and ACCURATELY 
EXECUTED!

WIN A

$250
GIFT CARD!

Scan the QR code to enter now!

Answering a few questions could be worth $250!

Take our quick survey (it’s just 1 minute) and you’ll be
entered for a chance to win a $250 gift card.

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open to U.S. residents (excluding AZ, FL, NY, and RI), 18+.
One $250 gift card awarded per month. Odds vary. Void where prohibited. One winner a month from

2/1/2026-12/31/2026. 

COLUMBIA

Don’t wait. Every month,
one lucky winner will be chosen.

Will it be you?
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PETS OF TOP PRODUCERS

Sophistication Meets Expertise
Home Inspections for Elite Real Estate Agents

Effortlessly Schedule Your 
Client’s Inspection with 

our Convenient 
One-Stop-Shop Service

integritypropertyinspectionsllc.com  |  803-521-4816

Our Bundle 
Packages Offer 

Savings for 
Your Clients!

For Christi Walsh, home is 
wherever Tater Tot and Taffy 
are. The nearly two-year-old 

English Cream Golden Retrievers — a 
devoted husband-and-wife duo — fill 
Christi’s Camden home with constant 
companionship, entertainment, and 
plenty of love.

When they aren’t stationed at the 
windows keeping a watchful eye on 
the ever-tempting squirrels in the 
backyard, the pair can be found doing 
what they do best: staying as close to 
their people as physically possible. 
Personal space? Optional. Golden 
Retriever devotion? Guaranteed.

Tater Tot and Taffy are known for their 
stunning light coats, but it’s their gentle 
spirits that truly set them apart.  
Christi says their sweet nature and 
affectionate personalities have a 
magical quality — they have the ability 
to make absolutely anyone smile. 
Whether it’s a long day in real estate 

or a quiet evening at home, these two 
make every moment brighter.

During National Pet Month, it’s easy to 
see why Christi considers them such 
an important part of her family. With 
Tater Tot and Taffy around, love always 
lives here.

Farms & Estates Realty

Tater 
Tot, and 

Taffy

Christi 
Walsh&
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9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

COLUMBIA | LEXINGTON | CHAPIN | CAMDEN | SUMTER | GREENVILLE | SPARTANBURG | MAULDIN | MYRTLE BEACH  

Because your clients deserve a closing that feels like a celebration — not a chore.

9 Locations 

Spanish Liaison

Fraud Protection

Direct Attorney Access

1,000+ Five-Star Reviews

Elevated Closing Experience  

BLAIR CATO

803.400.8600 | BLAIRCATO.COM


