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R E A L T Y  D I V I S I O N :

OUR TEAM PROVIDES
QUALITY RESIDENTIAL

AND COMMERCIAL
ASSISTANCE ALWAYS

AND FOREVER.

FOREVEREXT.COM833-4EVER-00

OUR EXCLUSIVE
SERVICE INCLUDES:

Video assessments. 

Exterior inspections. 

Onsite Maintenance repairs. 

Excellent communication. 

Full service Insurance
claim handling.

Roofing, siding, gutter
replacements and repairs.
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Your Local Blue Ridge Fly Shop
Outdoor Lifestyle Apparel • Fly Fishing & Fly Tying Classes

Fly Fishing Schools • Worldwide Travel
Guided Fishing Trips for Trout, Striped & Spotted Bass

Fish on Our Private Trout Water

(706) 946-3044 • cohuttafishingco.com
490 East Main Street Blue Ridge, GA 30513 Drew Friedrich

Sponsor Spotlight 
Johns Creek Mortgage 
Brian Norton

Rising Star:  
Autumn Bragg

Call now for a free rental 
analysis and see what your 

property is really worth!

MAXIMIZE YOUR RENTAL INCOME
Let Us Manage the Details
• Aggressive property marketing & tenant screening
• Rent collection & financial reporting
• Maintenance, repairs, & regular inspections

108 Scott Oak Drive, Eatonton, GA 31024
706-664-2933 | redbirdga.com

redbirdga @redbirdgapm redbirdga Ask us about our Agent Referral Program!

Contact us now to elevate your listings
— and your commissions.

setthestagealc.com
SetTheStageALC

706-750-9975 • sara.tintle@wesetthestage.com

setthestage_athenslc

Make Every Showing Unforgettable
What We Provide:

Vacant & Enhanced Home Staging
Model and Parade Home Staging

Pre-Listing Consultations
Love Your Space Consultations

Furniture and Decor Sales for STR, Offices, 
Student Housing, Assisted Living
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Dream it. Build It.
Live it. Love it

Custom Homes
Crafted with
Southern Excellence

N E W  H O M E  C O N S T R U C T I O N
D E S I G N - B U I L D  S E R V I C E S

P E R S O N A L I Z E D  F L O O R  P L A N S
Q U A L I T Y  C R A F T S M A N S H I P

O N - T I M E ,  O N - B U D G E T  D E L I V E R Y

"I Love 
is Stu
!" 
Henry Darby, Owner

Serving Lake Oconee and Surrounding Areas

470-WINDSOR
WindsorCustomHomesGA.com

Call today to schedule a consultation!
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Build It Better. Beautiful decks, built to last

Custom Deck Design & Build
Deck Renovations & Upgrades • Timber Frame & Outdoor 

Living Spaces • Quality Materials & Craftsmanship

Local | Skilled | Honest | Responsive | Respectful

678-249-8765 | www.deck5.online

Better Media.
More Showings.

Faster Sales.

Enhanced Package.
MOST POPULAR.

40 High-Quality Photos, 
Detailed Floor Plans, 

Stunning Drone Photography.

$445 + tax

Invest in Your ROI. Close 
Listings Faster.

Upgrade your listings—
get noticed where it matters.

wilsonandsmith.com
(770) 282-9094

That's the Wilson & Smith di�erence.

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners

CATERING & EVENTS
Cindy Lynn’s Gourmet 
Gatherings
(404) 667-7587

CLEANING - RESIDENTIAL 
& COMMERCIAL
Home Clean Heroes
(770) 554-2224

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS
Great Home Endeavors
(470) 968-7238

KINGSWORTH CONSTRUCTION
(678) 373-2608

Windsor Custom 
Homes of Georgia
(470) 946-3767

CUSTOM WINDOW 
COVERINGS & PATIO SCREENS
Bloomin’ Blinds of 
Cumming & Johns Creek
(404) 360-0906

DATA / CALLING / AI 
/ VIDEO EDIT
M Power Solutions, LLC
(410) 936-3675
www.supermpower.com

DOCK BUILDER
Dock Cares
(706) 897-6449

EVENT SERVICES
North Georgia Event Solutions
(614) 623-4279

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Local Handyman 
Northeast Georgia
(770) 823-3014

HARDWOOD FLOORING
FATHER & SON FLOORS LLC
(470) 214-9300

HOME BUILDER - CUSTOM
Brown Haven Homes
(828) 735-4184

HOME INSPECTION
Abernathy Home Inspections
(404) 996-7690

At Ease Home Inspections
(706) 224-4333

Blue Ridge Home Inspections
(706) 851-4774

HOME ORGANIZING/STYLING
Styl Home Enhancements
(617) 633-5050

HOME STAGING/BUSINESS 
STAGING/INTERIORS
Set The Stage Athens 
Lake Country
(706) 750-9975

INSURANCE: AUTO/HOME/LIFE
Branton Wiseman-State 
Farm Insurance
(678) 679-9577

Brightway Insurance, 
The Caldwell Agency
(706) 969-0053

Clear View Insurance Agency
(770) 998-6469

LONG TERM RENTAL / 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Real Property 
Management Excel
(678) 999-4696

MORTGAGE BROKER
JOHNS CREEK MORTGAGE, LLC
(678) 632-0080

Pennix Mortgage
(404) 451-1250

MOVING & HAULING
Square Cow Moovers
(706) 229-7639

MOVING/DELIVERY/STORAGE
Greater Athens Storage LLC
(678) 863-2928

OUTDOOR LIFESTYLES
COHUTTA FISHING COMPANY
(770) 547-9612

OUTDOOR LIVING
Down South Construction LLC
(678) 793-9788

PHOTOGRAPHY
Stanley Real Estate Media
(706) 499-0514

PRINT, SHIP, & MAIL
The UPS Store 4342
(404) 374-9859

PRIVATE MONEY LENDING
Lillibell Financial
(303) 819-6059

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
/ SHORT TERM RENTALS
Red Bird GA Property 
Management
(706) 664-2933
redbirdga.com

REAL ESTATE COACHING
Jessica Wade Real 
Estate Coaching
(770) 540-3641

REAL ESTATE MEDIA
Social4Business
(706) 580-2349

REAL ESTATE 
PHOTOGRAPHY & MEDIA
Wilson & Smith Real 
Estate Media
(470) 365-0390

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION 
COORDINATOR
Elite Closing Solutions
(470) 299-3995

ROOFING
Ascend Roofing and 
Contracting Inc
(404) 757-9824

ROOFING & GUTTERS
Glory Roofing, LLC
(706) 656-0391

ROOFING, SIDING & GUTTERS
FOREVER Exteriors
(414) 248-6275

SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING/ 
MANAGEMENT
Kadima Collective
(678) 960-8479
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Why join Jessica’s Journey? 
Tailored Mentoring Paths
1:1 Support and Training

Actionable Marketing Approaches and Plans
A Work-life Balance

Peer-to-Peer Support & Mentorship

Start your journey and join our team of agents
who are doing it differently — with balance,

results, and intention.

Jessica Wade — Northeast Georgia’s top real estate
leader — invites you to experience The Journey.

Through mentoring, community, and 
clarity, agents at every level can find 

success with purpose.

Scan the QR 
code to Start 
Your Journey Jessica Wade | REALTOR® | Northeast Georgia | Helping agents thrive through encouragement, systems, and balance.

Monthly Masterminds | Free Breakfast
Networking | Active Social Groups

Gainesville, GA | Call or Text Jessica: 770-540-3641

At Real Property Management Excel, we partner 
with local agents to manage their clients’ rental 
properties - without taking over the relationship.

    We protect your client relationship
    We refer clients back when they’re ready to 
    buy or sell
    We provide professional, local, responsive 
    management

Serving Walton 
County and the 

surrounding area

Keep Your Investor Clients.
We’ll Take Care of the Rest.

Let’s connect and build
a referral partnership.
Mike Savory, Owner
678-999-4203
mike@rpmexcel.com
www.rpmexcel.com/realtor-referrals
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An AI just found thousands of security 
flaws hiding in your phone, your 
browser, and your bank. Some had 
been there for over 27 years. Its name 
is Mythos, and it’s locked away from the 
public on purpose.

Released April 7th by Anthropic, Mythos 
is so powerful it’s only available to 12 
founding partners including Apple, 
Google, Microsoft, JPMorgan Chase, and 
the Linux Foundation. The US Treasury 
and every major Wall Street bank 
scrambled to get access. 

Meanwhile, GPT-5.4, Gemini 3.1 Ultra, 
and Grok 4.20 all dropped in the same 
window. The pace is accelerating.

This Month’s Tip: Gemini Lives 
Inside Your Gmail 
If you use Google Workspace, you

AI News: The AI Too  
Dangerous to Release

YOUR AI  
ADVANTAGE

BY STEVEN NEVILLE 

TECHNOLOGY CORNER

already have Gemini built into your 
email. Most agents have no idea.

Open Gmail, click the Gemini icon, and 
ask: “Find all conversations with [client 
name] and summarize where we left off.” 

Gemini pulls every thread, surfaces 
the key points, and tells you what’s 
outstanding. No more scrolling 
through six months of back-and-forth 
before a showing.

Then follow up: “Draft a  
response catching up on our last 
conversation and confirming 
Saturday’s walkthrough.” 

Review, tweak, send. Thirty seconds 
instead of thirty minutes.

AI Tool Spotlight: Two Gemini Tools 
You Already Own 
NotebookLM (notebooklm.google.
com) – Upload listing docs, HOA rules, 
neighborhood data, and inspection 
reports. Ask questions across all of it, or 
generate an audio brief to listen to on 

Let’s Make This Useful for You 
What AI topics do you want covered? 
Email me your questions at  
steve@mpowerglobal.ai.
StevenPaulNeville.com
MPowerGlobal.ai

the drive to your showing. Perfect for 
prepping without reading 40 pages.

Nano Banana (inside Gemini) – Google’s 
image editor built right into Gemini. 
Remove clutter from listing photos, swap 
overcast skies for blue, or generate social 
graphics. No Photoshop skills required. 
Just describe what you want changed.

Both are included with your Google 
Workspace subscription.
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Red-Hot 
Summer Market
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ROOF SOLUTIONS
REALTORS TRUST

Call today — ensure every 
listing is “show ready”!

706-851-5074
www.gloryroofingllc.com

Comprehensive Roof Inspections (Free)

Reliable Repairs & Installations

High-Quality Shingles & Financing

Fast Turnaround for Listings

CONTACT US TODAY!
Custom Branding is FREE

With Any Purchase

We specialize in Realtor Closing GiftsWe specialize in Realtor Closing Gifts
Gratitudegoodies@gmail.com

404-667-7587  |  gratitudegoodies.com

Fresh, vibrant catering for 
summer open houses and pool 
parties that keep buyers 
lingering longer—and offers 
coming faster.

Turn Up the Heat on Your Listings

Founder & CEO

CALL 470.299.3995
eliteclosingsolutions.com

Melisa Vinke,Melisa Vinke,Melisa Vinke,Melisa Vinke,

Our Realtors Make More Money & Have More Time

�����������������������������������

Smooth Closings, All Summer Long.
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(617) 633-5050 | mystylhome.com
limor@mystylhome.com

Transform Your Client's 
Space with

Expert Home Organization

Simplify life with personalized home 
organization and decluttering solutions

Home Organization
Decluttering
Senior Downsizing Support
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JOHNS CREEK
WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE  ••  PHOTOS BY ALLIE SANTOS

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

It’s a powerful statement, 
especially coming from 
someone who never 
originally planned to enter 
the mortgage industry. Some 
people map out every step 
of their careers. Others, 
like Brian, find their path 
unexpectedly—and then 
build something remarkable 
from it. “I got into the 
mortgage industry in 2000 
by chance,” Brian says. “I 
put in a few applications, 
found my niche, and never 
looked back.”

What started as a job quickly 
became a career—and 
eventually, a calling. Over 
the past two decades, Brian 
has weathered the industry’s 
biggest challenges, including 
the Great Recession, the 

global pandemic, and today’s 
shifting market.

Along the way, he’s done it 
all—loan officer, senior loan 
officer, assistant branch 
manager, branch manager, 
and corporate trainer. He’s 
also trained more than 
200 loan officers, gaining 
a deep, comprehensive 
understanding of the 
business from every angle.

“I was always in the top 
10 percent,” he says. “But 
people kept telling me, ‘You 
need to do your own thing.’” 
For years, he didn’t. Until life 
gave him a reason to.

After losing his father in 
2005 and his mother in 
2020, Brian found himself 

reflecting on what mattered 
most. “I had the money 
saved, and I thought, ‘What 
am I going to do?’” he says. 
“That’s when I decided—I’m 
going to start my own 
mortgage company.”

At first, Johns Creek 
Mortgage was just Brian 
working from a home office. 
But word spread quickly. 
“People started calling me 
asking, ‘Did you open your 
own company?’ Then they’d 
say, ‘I want to work for you.’”
So he said yes.

What began as a small 
operation—starting with a 
modest office space in the 
back of his CPA’s suite—
quickly gained momentum. 
By March 2022, Brian had 

“We change 
people’s lives,” 

says Founder 
and CEO of Johns 
Creek Mortgage, 

Brian Norton. “To 
sit at the closing 
table and watch 
someone get the 

keys to their new 
home—that never 

gets old.”

Brian Norton Makes Mortgages a Cinch in a Pinch

leased a small office. By 
August, the team had grown 
to ten employees.

Today, just a few years later, 
Johns Creek Mortgage has 
expanded to more than 30 
employees and is already 
outgrowing its 1,800-square-
foot space. 

“We’re at full capacity,” 
Brian says. “We’re getting 
ready to move again.” 
What makes the growth 
even more impressive is 
the timing. “Interest rates 
skyrocketed in 2022,” Brian 
says. “Most people would 
say it was the worst time to 
start a mortgage company.” 
He pauses. “But we just 
kept going.”

The results speak for 
themselves—200 percent 
growth in 2022 and 
continued triple-digit 
growth since. “We’re doing 
something right,” he says. 
And when asked what that is, 
his answer is immediate: “It’s 
the people.”

Brian credits his team—
many of whom bring 15–20+ 
years of experience—for 
the company’s success. 
Collectively, they represent 
nearly 200 years of combined 
industry expertise.
“You get the right people 
with the right mindset, 
and you can accomplish 
anything,” he says. But it’s 
not just experience that 
sets Johns Creek Mortgage 
apart—it’s how they operate.

Relationships First 
“We’re built on relationships 
first, communication 
second, marketing third,” 
Brian explains. “Mortgages 
are actually the fourth 
thing we do.” It may sound 
unconventional, but it’s a 
philosophy that works.

MORTGAGE
Brian and his team are 
deeply involved in the 
real estate community 
throughout Georgia, 
actively supporting local 
boards and chapters of 
the Women’s Council of 
REALTORS®, the Georgia 
Association of REALTORS® 
(GAR), the Residential Real 
Estate Council (RRC), and 
the Young Professionals 
Network (YPN). They are also 
proud supporters of RPAC, 
with Brian recognized as 
the state’s first Platinum R 
President’s Circle member. 
This year, he will walk the 
stage at the NAR Inaugural 
& Legislative Conference 
to receive his RPAC Hall 
of Fame award, having 
contributed more than 
$25,000 to the organization.

Beyond their organizational 
involvement, Brian and 
his team are hands-on in 
supporting agents directly—
showing up consistently for 
open houses, broker opens, 
caravans, and agent events. 
They prioritize building 
relationships, strengthening 
connections, and creating 
lasting partnerships. “That’s 
where relationships start,” 
he says.
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Ascend Above the Rest with
Georgia’s Roofing Experts!

Residential & Commercial Roofing • Roof Replacements & Repairs
New Installations • Maintenance Plans • Specialty Roofing Systems

Contact Us Today for a Free Estimate:
404-757-9824 • info@ascendroofinginc.com
2180 Elm Street N.E., Covington, GA

ASCENDROOFINGINC.COM

Storm Response & Restoration • Emergency Tarping • Insurance Claim Assistance
Gutter and Gutter Guard Installation • Siding Installation • Exterior Painting 

From storm damage to 
sleek new roofs

Ascend Roofing has 
you covered!

Contact Brian and His Team Today

Brian Norton, Johns Creek Mortgage, LLC

johnscreekmortgage.com/brian-norton-apply-now

Office: 678-631-6180, Cell: 678-516-3543

CONTACT

US!

In an industry where deals 
can fall apart quickly, 
communication becomes 
the difference-maker. “We 
communicate better than 
most mortgage companies,” 
Brian says. “If you only focus 
on closing loans, you’re 
missing the bigger picture.”

That bigger picture is 
helping clients confidently 
navigate one of the most 
important financial 
decisions of their lives.

As a mortgage broker, Johns 
Creek Mortgage offers access 
to a wide range of loan 
products—including FHA, 
VA, USDA, conventional, 
bank statement loans for 
self-employed borrowers, 

construction loans, home 
equity lines of credit, and 
more specialized solutions.

“As a broker, we have access 
to virtually every mortgage 
product available,” Brian 
says. “There’s not much we 
haven’t seen, and we know 
how to get deals done.”

And when a REALTOR® calls, 
Brian and his team respond 
with urgency, clarity, and 
confidence—every time. 
“It’s never boring,” he adds. 
“Every client is different. 
Every loan is different. It 
keeps you sharp.”

Family First 
Outside the office, Brian’s 
priorities are simple: 
family. His 21-year-old 
son works alongside him 
as a junior processor, 
while his 15-year-old 
daughter is focused on 
school and volleyball—with 
aspirations that could take 
her to the collegiate level.

“We just enjoy being 
together,” Brian says. 
Whether it’s traveling, 
skiing (Brian) or 
snowboarding (his kids), 

golfing with his son, or 
cheering on his daughter 
at volleyball games, those 
moments matter most.

“Just keep investing in 
people,” he says. “Your 
family, your friends, your 
relationships—that’s where 
the real return is.” It’s 
straightforward advice, but 

it reflects everything Brian 
has built. 

In an industry that’s 
constantly evolving, 
Brian Norton has created 
something steady, 
relationship-driven, and 
built to last. And in today’s 
market, that might be the 
most valuable thing of all. 

SELL HOMES FASTER.
STRESS LESS.

762-234-COOL · www.cool-binz.com/greater-athens

Give your listings a competitive
edge—reserve a bin today.

Climate-controlled on-site storage
Protect staging furniture & seller belongings
Declutter listings for better showings
Flexible delivery & pickup—on your timeline
Safer alternative to traditional moving/storage

S E R V I N G
G R E AT E R
AT H E N S
A R E A

« Designed to protect
items from heat, humidity,
and damage »

PLUGSINTO A
110OUTLET.
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No Stranger To High Stakes
BY JESS WELLAR | PHOTOS BY ALLIE SANTOS

RISING STAR

BRAGGAUTUMN

“A quote I have always loved is 
‘Discipline creates the life you 
want,’” Autumn Bragg begins. 
“Real estate is what you make of it. You can approach it 
casually, or you can commit fully with discipline and intention. 
In our market, that level of focus makes all the difference.” 

That mindset has fueled impressive momentum for the former 
ER nurse turned luxury real estate specialist. Now with Kim & 
Lin Logan Real Estate, Autumn has quickly established herself 
as a rising force in Lake Oconee’s high-end market, known 
for her calm confidence, strategic approach, and deep-rooted 
connection to the area. 

Proud Local 
For Autumn, real estate is more than a career, it’s personal. 
Raised just 20 minutes away in Madison, Georgia, she grew up 
on Lake Oconee long before it became one of the Southeast’s 
most sought-after destinations. 

That lifelong familiarity gives her clients an advantage few 
agents can offer. But it was her decade in the emergency room 
that truly shaped the way she does business today. 

“I spent 10 years as an ER nurse, which taught me how to stay 
calm under pressure, advocate for people, and make quick, 
informed decisions,” she explains. “Those skills translate 
directly into real estate, especially in high-stakes transactions.” 

After navigating the intensity of the COVID era, Autumn knew 
it was time for a change, not just professionally, but for her 
family and future. 

“I’ve always loved homes, design, and the idea of helping 
people find the right space,” she says. “And in many ways, it’s 
similar to nursing. You’re guiding people through important 
moments in their lives and making sure they feel supported 
every step of the way.” 

Autumn initially balanced both careers, but as demand surged 
and the Lake Oconee market gained national attention, she 
made the decision to go all in: “It was time to jump in fully, and 
I haven’t looked back,” she states.

No Looking Back 
Since launching her real estate career in 2021, Autumn has 
built her business with intention, discipline, and a client-first 
approach that reflects her medical background. 

Last year alone, she closed approximately $17 million in 
sales, with a strong focus on luxury lakefront and golf course 
properties within Lake Oconee’s most desirable communities.

Today, she is recognized as a top-producing agent within her 
brokerage and continues to gain traction as a trusted resource 
for both buyers and sellers navigating the high-end market. 
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Her success is further strengthened by her role within the Kim 
& Lin Logan Real Estate group, where collaboration and shared 
expertise create a seamless experience for clients. 
“Transitioning from a stable career into a commission-based 
business was one of the biggest leaps I’ve taken,” she shares. “It 
required trust, consistency, and a willingness to grow quickly.” 

Calm In The Storm 
What sets Autumn apart isn’t just her results, it’s her presence. 
“I want my clients to feel like they have someone in their 
corner who is not only knowledgeable, but fully invested in 
helping them make the best decision for their life,” she says. 

Her ability to remain composed and solution-focused — 
especially in complex or emotional situations has become one 
of her greatest strengths. 

“I never get rattled. No matter what’s happening, my role is to 
keep things moving forward in a way that feels smooth, clear, 
and even enjoyable for my clients,” she offers. That steady 
approach is paired with a highly strategic mindset when it 
comes to marketing and positioning. 

“I don’t just sell homes, I position them,” she explains. “From 
pricing strategy and presentation to high-impact digital 

marketing and social media, my focus is on creating demand 
and telling a story that attracts the right buyer.” In a lifestyle-
driven market like Lake Oconee, that storytelling approach has 
proven to be a key differentiator. 

Living The Lifestyle 
Autumn doesn’t just sell the Lake Oconee lifestyle, she lives it. 
She and her husband, Matt, are raising their five children in 
the community they love. Whether it’s time on the lake, golf, 
pickleball, or gathering with friends, their life reflects the very 
experience many of her clients are searching for. 

“I truly love this area, and that passion comes through in 
everything I do,” she says. “I couldn’t imagine doing real estate 
anywhere else.” 

Looking ahead, Autumn remains focused on continued growth 
while staying grounded in what matters most, delivering an 
exceptional experience for every client she serves.

“My goals continue to evolve each year,” she concludes. “But 
ultimately, success to me is about consistently delivering at a 
high level and becoming a trusted name in this market.” 
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We are continually adapting with the market & adding 
carrier solutions to assist each client. 

We find the Right Coverage for the Right Price!

Drake Dodson
770-998-6469 | Drake@ClearViewIns.com

www.myagentdrake.com

Auto InsuranceCommercial

Home or Condo Insurance Landlord Insurance

(706) 580-2349
cjimenez@mysocial4business.com

Scan Here To Get Started! 

Unlock the Full Potential of Your Listings

with Stunning Media!
Professional Photography - 

Capture every detail and make 
your properties shine. 

Cinematic Video Tours - 
Bring homes to life with immersive 

walk-throughs. 

Aerial Drone Footage - 
Showcase the property and 

surroundings from
breathtaking angles. 

Virtual Staging & 3D Tours - 
Create inviting, realistic spaces 

that sell.

Stand Out. Sell Faster. Get Top Dollar.
Impress your clients and close deals with 
high-quality, attention-grabbing content.

Ready to elevate your listings?

Use code 
“RPMLA” and get 

$100 OFF on 
your fist order.

Only for new clients. 

NORTH GEORGIA EVENT SOLUTIONS

NorthGAEventSolutions@gmail.com • 614-623-4279

North Georgia Event 
Solutions looks forward to 
helping your event go off 

with a bang!
Call to discuss solutions that we offer
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“Great things in business are never done 
by one person;  they’re done by a team of 
people.” — Steve Jobs 

That favorite quote of Teresa Smith’s 
couldn’t ring more true for her Living 
On Lake Lanier group. Based out of 
Keller Williams Realty Atlanta Partners 
in Buford, this tight-knit trio has carved 
out a distinct niche in the market by not 
simply selling addresses, but helping 
clients step into a terrific lifestyle on 
the water centered around family and 
genuine connections.

Inspiration On The Water 
Originally from the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area, Teresa built a 15-year career in 
sales in the fashion industry before 

Selling Lifestyles, Not Just Lake Homes

LIVING ON
COVER STORY

stepping away to raise her three sons. 
But even during those years at home, 
her entrepreneurial spirit never sat still.

After falling in love with the area 
during a visit to see relatives, Teresa’s 
family relocated and she’s been a proud 
resident of Lake Lanier since 2004. 
Teresa and her family soon launched a 
boat rental business on the lake, a move 
that would unknowingly set the stage 
for everything that followed.

“I would take people out on the lake, 
show them properties, and offer to take 
photos since there were no cell phones 
with photo capabilities back then,” she 
recalls with a chuckle. “I would even 
offer to mail them the pictures!”

What started as a creative way to 
supplement income quickly became a 
revelation. Teresa wasn’t just showing 
homes, she was introducing people to a 
way of life.

“With my background in sales, real estate 
just became a natural fit alongside what 
we were already doing,” she continues. 
“People weren’t just buying houses, they 
were buying into the lifestyle that comes 
with living on the lake.”

The Dream Team 
The Living On Lake Lanier Team 
officially came together in 2016, but 
the relationships behind it run much 
deeper. Michele Kaplan, who joined 
Teresa after first working with her and 

making a big impression as a client, 
brings a strong background in the 
legal field, where she spent over two 
decades in the legal field, including HR 
administration.. Her work ethic, shaped 
even earlier by growing up on a farm in 
Ohio, shows up in the consistency and 
care she brings to every transaction.

Mackenzie Scott, a native Georgian, 
whom Teresa has known since she was 
just 10 years old, adds a modern edge 
to the team. With a background in 
public relations and communications, 
she not only serves clients as a Realtor 
but also leads the team’s in-house 
social media and branding efforts, 
ensuring their presence reflects the 
lifestyle they represent.

“We genuinely enjoy being around each 
other; there’s a lot of laughter in our 
day-to-day,” Teresa grins. “We support 
one another, celebrate each other’s wins, 
and step in wherever needed. At the end 
of the day, we’re not just teammates, 
we’re each other’s biggest advocates.”

That chemistry translates directly into 
how they serve their clients as well. 
Each member brings a distinct strength, 
yet their collaborative approach ensures 

no detail is overlooked and no client 
ever feels like they’re navigating the 
process alone.

“What truly sets us apart is how we work 
together: collaborative, solution-oriented, 
and always focused on delivering the 
best experience,” Teresa affirms.

With over four decades of combined 
experience and more than $38 million 

in sales across 43 transactions last year, 
the Living On Lake Lanier Group has 
established itself as a trusted name in the 
market. Their accolades include ranking 
#13 out of 3,350 agents in Keller Williams 
Realty Atlanta Partner Group and 
earning multiple top year over year #1 
and #2 group awards within their office.

But for Teresa, success has never 
been about production, it’s about the 
thoughtful experience her group creates, 
solving problems with confidence and 
anticipating needs during what can 
often be a stressful time. 

That proactive mindset is especially 
evident in how they position their 
niche, as their collective Lake Lanier 
expertise goes far beyond the surface. 
From understanding dock permits and 
seasonal water levels to knowing the 
nuances of specific neighborhoods and 
community amenities, they guide clients 
with a level of insight that can only 
come from living it firsthand.

“We’re not just a real estate team, we are 
a community of lake experts,” Teresa says 
with pride. “Our deep roots here give us 
firsthand knowledge of everything that 
comes with lakefront living.”

What Matters Most 
Outside of serving clients, it’s clear 
that family remains the driving force 

Lake LanierTEAM
BY JESS WELLAR  ••  PHOTOS BY ALLIE SANTOS
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behind everything this powerhouse trio 
does. Teresa’s world revolves around 
her family, having raised three sons — 
Calvin, Chris, and Cody — as well as her 
daughters-in-law and three precious 
grandchildren. Whether it’s boating on 
the lake, cooking together, or traveling 
to their favorite spot in Grayton Beach, 
Florida, those moments are what she 
values most.

Michele shares a similar focus, with 
two children currently attending the 
University of Georgia. Her son Benjamin 
is graduating this year with a degree in 
Biochemistry, while her daughter Elyse 
is studying Biology. Together, they bond 
over health, fitness, and travel, often 
spending time at the gym or exploring 
new destinations alongside her beloved 
husky golden retriever mix, Fionna.

For Mackenzie, this season of life is 
especially exciting. She and her husband 
Ben are preparing to welcome their 
first child, a baby girl named Presley, 
while continuing to enjoy life on the lake 
with their two dogs, Kylo (an Australian 
Shepherd) and Murphy (a Shih-poo).

The group’s love of community extends 
to supporting KW Kares 4 Kids, with 
recognition as a top donor for 2025 and 
over 123,000 children needing assistance 
since the program’s inception in 2005. 

Additionally, Teresa serves on the 
Board of Directors for the Lake Lanier 
Association, as the team remains deeply 
invested in the place they call home.

Last summer, Teresa’s team also co-
founded the Lanier Networking Group, a 
group  dedicated to lakefront properties.

“LNG connects us with top contractors, 
fellow Realtors, and community 
resources,” she explains. “We started 
this networking group because we love 
all the agents that live and sell on the 
lake and there is more than enough 
business here for all of us.” 

Looking ahead, Teresa is excited 
about both personal plans and 
professional growth, from traveling 
abroad for cooking classes in Italy and 
her annual jaunt to Cabo San Lucas 
(with Michele joining her this year), 
to continuing to elevate the level of 
white-glove service her team has 
become known for.

“Ultimately, what keeps us motivated 
is the people and the moments we 
get to be a part of,” Teresa concludes 
thoughtfully. “There’s nothing like 
seeing the excitement when someone 
talks about their first day on the boat, 
teaching their kids to waterski, or just 
watching a sunset on the water.” 

We SUPPORT one another, 
CELEBRATE each other’s wins, and 
STEP IN WHEREVER NEEDED.  
At the end of the day, we’re not just teammates, 
we’re each other’s biggest advocates.”
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Proud to support
the neighborhood

Being a good neighbor means being there for my community.
As your local State Farm agent, I'm ready to help whenever
you need me. Give me a call.

Branton Wiseman
Agent
2755 Antioch Rd Ste 500
Cumming, GA 30040-3572

Bus: 678-679-9677
branton@thewisechoice.net
www.thewisechoice.net

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Built for Your Clients, Designed for Their Dreams
Partner with Kingsworth Construction—where dreams become homes.

Visit kingsworthconstruction.com to explore our work and start the conversation. 678-821-2070

At Kingsworth Construction, we specialize in crafting custom homes that match your clients’ unique visions. With 
a focus on quality, innovation, and seamless collaboration, we make the home-building process an exceptional 
experience—for you and your clients.

• Custom Home Design & Build: Tailored to your client’s needs and style.

• Luxury Renovations: Elevating existing spaces with precision and care.

• Site Evaluation & Preparation: Ensuring the perfect foundation for every home.

• Project Management: On-time, on-budget delivery with open communication.

• Additions & Expansions: Expanding possibilities while maintaining harmony.


