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From Clean to Closing
We Prepare Homes to dell Quickly

i CSENCYE\7

Jessica Carroll | Broker
(540) 446-0234 | jessica.carroll@goosehead.com

goosehead

INSURANCE

VALUATION
M L & ADVISORY

Trusted Insight. Regionsl Reach.

Strategic Lending. Lasting Legacy.

JONATHAN SWEAT
Branch Manager | MLO
NMLS ID# 308553
540.314.8843
jsweat@ihmcloans.com

CORY BARNES
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS ID#2630832
704.791.9975
cbarnes@ihmcloans.com

DIXIE LOWE
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS ID#1596002
540.676.2054

TACTICS TO GENERATE QUICK LEADS
THROUGH RELATIONSHIPS

Most REALTORS® don't have a lead problem; they have a
follow-up problem. The fastest leads don't come from ads
or algorithms. They come from the relationships you've
already built but haven't nurtured. How do the pros do it?

1. They mine their existing database first, reaching out to past clients,
warm contacts, and sphere connections before spending a dollar on
marketing.

2.They make it personal, not promotional, sending messages that feel
like a genuine check-in, not a newsletter blast, so people respond
instead of scroll past.

3.They ask for referrals directly with simple, confident ask at the right
moment to generate more leads than most campaigns ever will.

4.They create reasons to reconnect, using market updates,
neighborhood news, or a relevant article to open a conversation that
naturally leads to business.

5.They show up where their clients are, attending community events,
local gatherings, and client milestones to stay top of mind without
saying a word about real estate.

6.They give value before they ask, offering insights, connections, or
resources that make people feel taken care of, and eager to refer
others.

7.They stay consistent, not just active, building a simple weekly rhythm
of outreach so their pipeline never runs dry between transactions.

dlowe@ihmcloans.com Referrals aren't luck—they're the result of relationships you consistently

invest in. The Legacy Team is here to help you turn your network into your

Busirias

BEST OF
BUSINESS
WARDS

Rhonda Washington, Owner
(434) 258-9850 > A
washingtonrhonda207@yahoo.com WI H HE H

Residential & commerical | Move-out & rental cleans
Deep, top-to-hottom results | Fast turnarounds

2 - June 2026

Partner with us)ﬁ,_r—-‘-—_ﬁ
~on mg next-specialty lzstmg

office@mlavaluation.com
www.mlavaluation.com

TIPHANIE RASNICK
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS ID#1161741
540.598.7582
trasnick@ihmcloans.com

next closing.

A
4
Integrity Home

MORTGAG ORATION
ID# 208516

oS

THE LEGACY TEAM

BOOT CAMP

Every Wednesday

10-10:30 a.m.
www.zoomlegacyteam.com
Each week, we help top
agents build the systems and
habits that keep their
pipelines full.




Tyler & Samantha Lucy, Blue Ridge Moving

Gary McCullough

IN THIS ISSUE

Preferred Partners
Meet the Team

; Partner Spotlight: Blue
2 6 Ridge Moving

. Featured Agent: Gary
Phllllps COVER STORY, McCullough

Cover Story: Jeff Phillips
Event Recap

If you are interested in contributing or nominating agents for a story in future issues, please email us at betty.lee@realproducersmag.com.
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484-329-8906 ARG/ =] STHPNENUSCSCREES. S SCSERN

Pinkdoorhousedecor@gmail.com

(@gnieelan:eumondeey REAL ESTATE STAGING « AIRBNB DECORATION ¢ RENTAL STAGING

' & &:’ & Impact Title & Settlement, LLC is
TURNING ——— { . a locally owned and operated

title and settlement company
serving all your closing needs.

540 566-5811
IM':&C.;I: info@impacttitleva.com

.
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Preferred Pariners

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

APPRAISAL SERVICES
MLA Valuation & Advisory
(540) 345-3233
mlavaluation.com

ARBORIST/TREE CARE
Bartlett Tree Experts

(540) 343-9376
www.bartlett.com/locations/
roanoke-va.cfm

Bartlett Tree Experts

(434) 546-6423
www.hartlett.com/locations/
vnchoure-va.cm

BOOKKEEPING/ACCOUNTING
S & S Services, LLC

Samantha Simmons

(434) 299-3920
sandsservicesva.com

CLEANING SERVICES

All Star Commercial &
Residential Cleaning, LLC
(434) 258-0850

TJs Superior Cleaning
LaTonya Jones
(540) 815-9555

CUSTOM BUILDER
Grace Alon Builders
(540) 900-8001
gracealon.com/

CUSTOM WELCOME

HOME GIFT BOXES
Hethwood Market, featuring
Orange Bandana

(540) 951-0990
Hethwoodmarket.com

ELECTRIC

Kelley’s Electric, LLC
(540) 521-3686
kelleyselectricllc.com

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Wired Up Electrical
(434) 660-9897
wiredupelectrical.com

6 - June 2026

ESTATE SALES

Big Spring Estate Services

(540) 641-1413
www.bigspringestateservices.com

EVENT SERVICES

One Fine day Events
(540) 212-4114
www.onefinedayva.com

FLOOR MAINTENANCE
& RESTORATION

The Crew

David Wilson

(434) 478-3298
www.restorationcrew.com

FOUNDATION REPAIR

AND WATERPROOFING
Fortress Foundation Solutions
(434) 818-5937
fortressfoundationsolutions.com

HEATING/COOLING
Ideal Comfort, LLC
Scott Hensley

(434) 352-2028
idealcomfortva.com

HEATING/COOLING/
PLUMBING/ELECTRICAL
Freedom Home Services
(434) 339-0001
www.freedomheating
andairva.com

HOME / REAL ESTATE
INSPECTIONS

CALVERT Home Inspection, LLC
(540) 550-6538
www.calverthomeinspection.com

HOME INSPECTION

2020 Home Inspections, LLC
(434) 609-6789
www.lynchburghome
inspector.com/

Inspecx/Goldstar Services, LLC
(540) 798-1388
Inspecx.com

HOME STAGING SERVICE
Pink Door House Decor, LLC
Maria Carreno

(434) 329-8906

INSURANCE

Epic Insurance Group, LLC
(540) 269-1301
epicinsurancegroup.com

Meador Insurance Agency
(540) 904-7833
meadorinsurance.com

The Vargas Agency,
Goosehead Insurance
Albert Vargas

(540) 469-5115
www.albertvargas.com

INTERIOR DECORATING
Foxglove + Fern

(786) 210-1838
www.foxglovefern.com/

LVP FLOORING

C.A.S.E. Discount Flooring
(540) 858-1128
www.casediscountflooring.com/
bedford-va/

MOLD REMEDIATION

& INSPECTION
Inspecx/Goldstar Services, LLC
(540) 798-1388

Inspecx.com

MORTGAGE

First Bank & Trust Company
(804) 508-7813

www firstbank.com

Freedom First Credit Union
Edgar Tuck

(540) 401-8073
www.freedomfirst.com/
edgar-tuck

The Legacy Team of
Integrity Home Mortgage
(540) 314-8843
ihmcloans.com

MOVING & STORAGE
American Moving & Storage
(434) 525-3444
americanmovingnstorage.com

E" E ONLINE

ooty PARTNER
DIRECTORY

Blue Ridge Moving. LLC
Tyler Lucy

(434) 841-3401
blueridgemoving.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Kristina Rose Photography
(540) 818-8564
www.krosephoto.com

PIANOS SALES/TUNING
The Piano Guyz

(434) 420-2583
stoneblueproductions.com

PLUMBING / SEWER

Walker’s Plumbing, Inc

Mike Walker

(540) 875-8869
www.walkersplumbingincva.com

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY & MEDIA
Rapid Imagery

(540) 522-5467
www.rapidimagery.com/

RealPixs,LLC
Tom Wallace
(540) 505-8499

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
VBR ROOFING AND
RESTORATION

(540) 354-5517
vbrroofing.com/

TITLE SERVICES
All Star Title and
Settlement, LLC
(540) 518-1080

Court Street Title
Paula Furrow
(540) 520-0358

Impact Title & Settlement,LLC
(540) 566-5811
www.impacttitleva.com

Premier Title and
Settlement of VA
Wayne Fingleton

(540) 348-4853
www.premiertitleva.com

owr convmurily

one /*aa/ al a e

CALL US 540-354-5517

www.vbrroofing.com

Jacob @vbrroofing.com €)

TIMELY INSPECTIONS

& ESTIMATES

VBR Roofing & Restoration is locally

owned and operated out of Botetourt

County, Virginia. We are proud to call
Southwest Virginia our community,

working to keep our customers and their
families safe and secure and the outside
elements out. Our team is experienced

working alongside local real estate agents,
insurance companies, and adjusters to

J + Jacob Harris

REVIEWS

meet the needs of their clients.

Residential Roof Installation
Residential Roof Repairs
Asphalt Roofing
Metal Roofing
Small Business Roofing
Gutter Installation

Google O

Google
Guaranteed
W oy oy o o

']
winner
READERS'
@FAVORITES
“AWARDS 2023

HELPING YOUR DEALS

GO THE DISTANCE! M ‘

AMERICAN | S&

MOVING AND STORAGE | |

434-525-3444

% LOCALLY OWNED VETERAN %
Full-Service Local & Long-Distance Moves

Licensed Bonded & Insured

SERVING (but not fimited to): CENTRAL AND SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA
americanmovingnstorage.com

Blue Ridge Real Producers - 7



Meet

The
Team

Betty Lee Jacki Donaldson Amber Perdue Kristina Rose
Publisher Managing Editor & Photographer Photographer
betty.lee@realproducersmag.com Ad Strategist amberperduephotography@ www.krosephoto.com
540-900-1517 jacki.donaldson@n2co.com gmail.com 540-560-9639
453-332-5171 540-293-4697

Bryce Scott Jeremiah Guelzo Chelsea Yeatts N2 Digital
Photographer & Videographer Photographer Event Coordinator
rapidimagery@gmail.com Jjeremiah@stoneblueproductions.com chelsea@onefinedayva.com
540-522-5467 434-420-2583 540-212-4114

remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

LOANS THAT GO
THE DISTANCE.

Edgar Tuck

VP Mortgage Loan Originator
Roanoke/Lynchburg/SML Markets

NMLS 659525 y W Ffeedom FifSt
Office: (540) 401-8073  Cell: (540) 871-0940 E M O RTG AG E

Serving the Roanotie Valley and Smith Mountain Take Comumunities

8 - June 2026

REALTORS CARE
ABOUT CLOSINGS.

...their contractor should too!

Contact our Real Estate Response Team
for any of your home transaction needs.

aencs  iieBASEMENTY)

R e Qx/Waterproofing
SOLUTIONS YOU CAN & Foundation Repair
Q\/ Crawl Space Repair
mw Q\/ Floor Stabilization

2
(\]/ & Concrete Leveling, too!

ph FORTRESS FR.EE. |NSP:C<;|'|I9NS
rounoation | REAL ESTATE Sarme.bay Ouotes.
Gee® SOLUTIONS RESPONSE TEAM Lunch-n-Learns

1-Hour CE Courses

Kelley’s
Electric LLC

Licensed. Experienced.

Done Right.

Residential 7
Install | Repair | Maintenance

kelleyselectricllc.com

Licensed Master Electrician

Foxglove + Fern
let's ge* more bugers in the door

® www.foxglovefern.com
Creating + Staging ®Andi@foxglovefern.com
Personalized Spaces @Foxglove_Fern
@ Foxglove + Fern
®786-210-1838

540-521-3686 | kelleyselectric@gmail.com

Blue Ridge Real Producers - 9



SAVE THE DATE

Scan to Connect

EEEE

August 5

New River Valley

Join us as we bring together top-

producing agents and trusted

preferred partners to connect,

collaborate, and celebrate.

- Well Pumps % - Drain Gleaning

These events are for high-level B - i

OUR NEXT OPPORTUNITIES TO conversations, meaningful - Sewer lines - Pipe Bursting

relationships, and the kind of

November 11

Location TBD

Another signature gathering is in the
works—details coming soon.

CONNECT’ COLLABORATE’ AND networking that move business - |
CELEBRATE THE BEST IN REAL ESTATE forward. Stay tuned for ) water Ilnﬂs . aeneral nellall's
ARERO N FREFECEIRC RN SN more information.

SUDL U B 0
www.walkersplumbingincva.com

GREAT FUTURES

START HERE

BECAUSE SOMEONE
MADE A DiFFERENCE

resourc

e bt~ Yk ke ko bt ™ We When kids have safe spaces,
: 3 , caring mentors, and a
chance to thrive, the impact

Call 540-343-9376 or visit bartlett.com | NS ' _ lasts a lifetime.

b L&
PRUNING | FERTILIZATION | CABLING & BRACING ohnild ; Jein us in building great futures.

INSECT & DISEASE MANAGEMENT | TREE INSPECTIONS i g A 4 - Donate. Volunteer. Partner. Thiis:ad apace donstad by Premisr Tills snd Sattament of VA
STORM DAMAGE | LIGHTNING PROTECTICN | REMOVALS 1 -
i Website
Maoke a difference www.bgcswva.org (540) 904-7401

10 - June 2026 Blue Ridge Real Producers - 11



Rp 2025

Here's what the Blue Ridge Real Producers
Top 300 REALTORS® sold in 2025

$3.9 Billion

SALES VOLUME

54

AVERAGE
TRANSACTIONS
PER AGENT

BY THE
NUMBERS

10,127

TOTAL TRANSACTIONS

$13 Millon

AVERAGE
SALES VOLUME
PER AGENT

il

Don’t Let Inspection Issues
Melt Your Momentum.

|Q‘|

e '\

- [ LOOKING FOR TROUBLE. &
R e dont e |

.._th NEILWILSON 1
NR P#107575 % 8- :

=

- Schedule Online At
LynchburgHomelnspector.com

1434.609.6789

Virginia New Home Certified | Mold Testing | Pre-Purchase Inspections | Radon Testing
Well Inspection with a Home Inspection | Pre-Listing Inspections | Mold Inspections | Pool Inspections with a Home Inspection

"DON’T SWEAT YOUR
“CLOSINGS THIS SUMMER.

LET’S MAKE YOUR NEXT ONE A BREEZE!

s
Er : _ o
i it = E e

AR
GOOD

REAL ESTATE MARKETING

RAPID

IMAG=RY @ "
Couft Streee™

Title

Real Estate Settlement Agency

117 East Court Street « Rocky Mount, VA 24151
(540) 483-8696 EXT. 3

pafurrow@courtsttitle.com

RAFPIDIMAGERY.COM

Blue Ridge Real Producers - 13
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STORY BY JACKI DONALDSON
PHOTOS OF TYLER BY JEREMIAH GUELZO, STONE BLUE PRODUCTIONS

>

"'\-n.‘_-

BLUE RIDGEMOVING

Moving is often one of the
most stressful parts of a
real estate transaction.
The boxes, packing,
timing, and logistics can
quickly overwhelm even
the most excited buyer or
seller. For agents, moving
is often where deals feel
most fragile. One late
truck, one damaged item,
one miscommunication,
and momentum can slip.

Fortunately, Tyler and Samantha Lucy,
founders of Blue Ridge Moving, are
experts at handling everything with
care. “We started Blue Ridge Moving to
serve the community that raised us,”
Tyler says. “And we bring that same care
to every move we take on.”

Tyler and Samantha are a husband-and-
wife team born and raised in Bedford
County, Virginia. Their familiarity

with the region they serve—from the
winding roads around Smith Mountain
Lake to neighborhoods across Virginia’s
Blue Ridge—runs deep. For them, their
service area is also their home, and
relationships matter.

“We didn’t want to build something
transactional,” Tyler explains. “We
wanted to build something people

could rely on, where they feel taken

care of from start to finish. We’re not a
franchise. We’re neighbors. When people
call Blue Ridge Moving, they’re talking

to the people who own the business, live
in the community, and have a genuine
stake in doing right by them.”

That philosophy shows up in every part
of how they operate. “Integrity first

is non-negotiable for us,” Tyler says.
“We say what we mean, and we follow
through. No hidden fees, no bait-and-
switch estimates, no cutting corners.
You’ll always know exactly what to
expect from us.”

Tyler & Samantha Lucy

Tyler brings a background in structure
and accountability to the business.
After graduating from the University
of Mary Washington in 2018, he spent
three years in law enforcement, where
precision, communication, and staying
calm under pressure became second
nature. “That experience taught me
the importance of showing up when

people are counting on you,” he shares.

“Moving days are high-stress moments

for families. Our job is to make sure
that stress doesn’t pile on top of
everything else.”

Samantha, a Radford University
graduate with a degree in recreational
therapy, brings a deeply human
perspective. “I've always been drawn

to helping people through transitions,”
she explains. “A move is both physical
and emotional for people. We try to stay

Blue Ridge Real Producers - 15



“This is our community. We live here,
we work here, and we take pride in

behind two additi | trusted servi s

c:m:aniez—aBlueT?r;:g; (;:an?:g LT_(:‘: helplng people thr““gh one 0f the

in Virginia and Silver Bullets Moving biggest tl‘allsiti()lls of theil‘ lives.”

LLC in Columbus, Ohio.

DID YOU KNOW?

Tyler and Samantha are the team

aware of that in how we communicate and transportation for both local and
and show up.” long-distance moves—helping remove __,-‘ x

pressure from clients and, by extension, B LU E R I D G E

That mindset carries through in how the agents who serve them.

they handle belongings. “Belongings CONTACT M ov I N G

aren’t just boxes to us,” Tyler states. For top-producing REALTORS®, uUs!

“They’re someone’s grandmother’s that consistency becomes a critical

china, a kid’s first bed, the couch where extension of the client experience. Blue For inquiries or free estimates,

your family watches movies on Friday Ridge Moving is a two-time winner please connect with Blue Ridge

nights. We treat every item like it of Lynchburg Living’s Best Moving Moving at (434) 841-3401 or

matters because it does.” Company, an honor the team says reflects blueridgemovingco@gmail.
both its customers and their crew. com. You can also learn more

Together, Tyler and Samantha have at www.blueridgemoving.com.

built Blue Ridge Moving into a locally For Tyler and Samantha, it all comes

owned, fully insured moving company back to why they started. “This is our

serving residential and commercial community,” Tyler says. “We live here,

clients across Virginia’s Blue Ridge. we work here, and we take pride in

Their services include packing, helping people through one of the

loading, unloading, heavy lifting, biggest transitions of their lives.” ®

Blue Ridge Real Producers - 17
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NOW OFFERING
No Dispatch Fees

IN HOME
READINESS

Same-Day Service
* * Free Estimates *

(434) 339-0001 > [FREEDOM

N
N HOME SERVICES

PARTNER

HVAC | Electrical | Plumbing
Duct Cleaning | Generators /

Y
www.freedomheatingandairva.com | e |
Veteran-Owned & Operated HAvAC <t

#1 Electrical




FEATURED AGENT

Lynchburg’s Finest
Real Estate

Oug

STORY BY JACKI

DONALDSON
Many people know Gary McCullough as Lynchburg’s Irish PHOTOS BY JEREMIAH i
REALTOR®. The accent draws people in. The way he listens GUELZO, STONE BLUE 3

keeps them there. “I do pick people up because we Irish tend RROBUCTIONS

to talk a lot,” Gary McCullough says with a grin. “People tend to __
remember me.” H E

Gary’s path to real estate didn’t begin in Virginia, or even in
this country. Born and raised in Northern Ireland, he studied A . i
history and philosophy at Queen’s University in Belfast, e

earning a Bachelor of Arts before settling into a career as " ;}
a librarian, a role he held from 2006 to 2018. “I thought I'd e - e
always be in libraries or management,” he comments. “That ' . et : wt ]
was the plan.” Life, as it often does, had other ideas. ' - i

Gary met his wife, Ariel, through a mutual connection. A visit

turned into something more, and by 2011, they were married =

and building a life together in Northern Ireland. Ariel worked [ e — ]
as a wedding photographer, and their family quickly grew—six E ’
children in total, four girls and two boys. “The first three were
born in Ireland, the other three here,” Gary shares.

By 2018, the pull to the United States became clear. Gary laughs
that Taco Bell and sunshine brought him here. “Really, we
wanted to be closer to Ariel’s family and find the right faith
environment for our kids. Where better than Lynchburg?”

On one of the last days before the family moved to Virginia,

Ariel told Gary he should be a real estate agent. “I laughed,”

Gary shares. A month later, at local agent Jeremy Phillips’ home,

Jeremy offered to bring Gary onto his team and train him. “My T

wife just looked at me and said, ‘I told you so,” Gary notes. ? * I

ik

&

Gary earned his license in June 2018 and was active by July.
The early days were challenging. “I didn’t know it would be so
hard,” he says. “And I didn’t really understand America yet.”
Still, he pushed forward because he didn’t have another option.
“I did not have a Plan B,” he explains. “Sheer necessity made
me become better and make it work.”

20 - June 2026
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In his first full year, he closed 20 transactions, which looked
solid on paper, but were not yet reflective of the business he
would eventually build. Over time, he began to shape a model
that felt more aligned with who he is. “I wanted to be 100%
referral-based,” he shares. “No leads. Just relationships.” Today,
that’s exactly what his business is.

Nearly every client comes through word of mouth, and Gary
typically closes between 32 and 40 transactions a year. His
database is a network of people he knows personally. “All
clients become friends on some level,” he states. “I stay in touch
because I like them, not just because they bring me business.”

That approach, he admits, wasn’t something he studied or
adopted; it’s how he’s wired. “A lot of things people write books
about in real estate are just the Irish way to do things,” he
mentions. “I kind of had the cheat code.”

His process is deeply personal. He prefers to sit down

with buyers before ever stepping into a showing, building
connection first and allowing trust to develop naturally. He
texts, checks in, and often stops by long after the transaction is
complete. “Real estate is intensely personal for me,” he says. “I
want to know people.”

That connection carries through every part of his business.
He works with clients across all price points and doesn’t
differentiate based on transaction size. “I work with anyone
who needs my help,” he stresses. “It doesn’t matter what the
number is.”

Gary structures his life around both business and family.

He spends mornings homeschooling his children—a shared
responsibility with Ariel—before shifting into appointments,
showings, and client meetings in the afternoons and evenings.
He often takes one of his older kids with him to home
inspections and open houses. They talk about the process,

and Gary answers any questions that come up. “It’s not just
exposure; it’s mentorship,” he notes, adding that his kids could
be superstar agents one day—if they want it.

The most rewarding part of real estate for Gary is what happens
after transactions close—when people are settled, enjoying the
home, and he walks in and realizes he helped make it happen.
“People are so appreciative,” he shares. “It’s life-changing.”

Outside of real estate, you can find Gary playing with his

kids, reading, and engaging in local adventures. “Ariel loves
architecture and gardens, which sometimes turns into
spontaneous visits to vacant homes just to admire the details,”
Gary explains.

In a town that once felt new, Gary has found his rhythm. The
accent still draws a smile and starts the conversation, but the
listening leaves the lasting impression.. What sets him apart isn’t
where he came from, but how he makes people feel at home.

just because
they bring me
business.” g

"

v"




REPAIR.

(434) 610-1795 '
104 WHITEHALL RD LYNCHURG VA 24501

Summer Deals
Time for Surpri

The N2 Company was named to Inc.’s
Best in Business list for Social Good —
the authoritative list of companies that
make a meaningful impact beyond profit.

: Here's the part we're most proud of:
CALVERT Home Inspection, " - The magazine you're reading is part

540-632-7115 * _ of that impact.
‘ ,

calverthomeinspection@yahoo.c
calverthomeinspection.com

. = Read how THIS magazine is part of something bigger.
¥/ Home Inspection & Sewer Scope Inspection Mold Inspection & Testing e
¥ Radon Testing 7 EIFS Inspection ¥ Foundation Certification <

You Focus on Clients. YOUR GLOSING
We Handle Finances! DAY PARTNERS

Expert Accounting for REALTORS® & Brokerages * Remodels, Additions &New Construction
Ask about our REALTOR® CE Courses.  Generac, EV Chargers & Service Upgrades
- Fast Inspection Report Repairs

—E"-n.liir

= FINANGIN
AVAILABLE

~ IRED
@E' 0 /-\?D

Samantha Simmons
Owner/Bookkeeping Specialist
(434) 299-3920
www.sscustombookkeeping.com

L RESIDENTIAL ¢ COMMERCIAL < INDUSTRIAL
o\ 1
ek ] ", 4346609897 | WIREDUPELECTRICALCOM ©

24 - June 2026 Blue Ridge Real Producers - 25



COVER STORY

W AT A
e—————




Jeft Phillips
walked away
from a 26-year
career and
started over In
a field he had
never worked
In before.

One day, he was in a long-
established corporate role
he had helped build; the
next, he was staring at

a future that required a
real estate license, a new
identity, and a willingness to
begin again from zero. “I'd
only had one job for most
of my life,” he shares. “Then
suddenly, I didn’t.”

Jeff’s professional life had
started in an unexpected
place to begin with. A
Roanoke native and graduate
of Northside High School,

he earned his degree from
Radford University, where
baseball, fraternity life, and
arock band filled his college
years. “I was the drummer in
the frat band,” he notes. “We
had a fantastic time.”

He studied criminal justice,
was the first in his family to
attend college, and graduated
without a clear career path.
Music briefly filled the gap
until a friend invited him
into debt collections. “He was
starting a company, and I
was the first employee,” Jeff

reflects. “We were buying
credit card debt from banks
and working with people to
resolve it.”

Over time, the company
grew to hundreds of
employees, and Jeff grew
with it, quickly stepping into
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management and helping
lead a 325-person operation.
He stayed through decades
of expansion and turnover,
COVID-era remote work, and
major structural changes.
But in 2022, when a return-
to-office mandate was paired
with a vaccine requirement,
Jeff walked away. “I was the
only member of management
to leave,” he recalls. “And
although I had been there
for almost three decades,

my wife encouraged me to
look for something new.” So,
at age 55, Jeff stepped away
from stability, benefits, and
routine and into uncertainty.
“I didn’t know what I was
going to do next,” he shares.

The answer came through a
conversation with a longtime
friend in the outdoor
industry. Jeff has always
loved hunting, fishing, and
time outside. His friend
listened to his situation and
said, “I think you’d make a
great real estate agent for
Whitetail Properties.”

Jeff knew the company

name and TV show, but not
the opportunity. Within
hours, he had a recruiter’s
number. Within days, he was
interviewing with a company
headquartered in Illinois,
known for land-focused

real estate and a national
marketing and outdoor
presence. The process moved
quickly. One interview
turned into two, followed by
a Zoom call with leadership.
“Everybody on the screen
had camo hats on,” Jeff says.
“And I thought—yeah, these
are my people.” He was hired
shortly thereafter.

Jeff studied for his real estate
license while his wife, Tonia,
joined him and attended
classes. That support, he
says, became the foundation

for everything that followed.
They both earned their
licenses, and Jeff joined
Whitetail Properties in
February 2022.

Today, he operates across
an eight-county territory—
Roanoke, Bedford,

Floyd, Craig, Botetourt,
Montgomery, Giles, and
Pulaski. This exclusive
approach keeps agents
deeply connected to the
land they represent. “It
always starts with where
you are,” he notes. “I don’t
work in areas I don’t know.
Everything I do is within
about 90 minutes of my
home, thus creating the
most effective service for
my sellers.”

Jeff’s focus is on land

and country homes, with
properties ranging from
small acreage to large rural
tracts. “I'm not a typical
residential agent,” he
comments. “This is boots-
on-the-ground real estate,
where no two pieces of land
are the same, comps don’t
hold as much credibility,
and my six-seater Kawasaki
Mule side-by-side is a critical
part of my success. There

is a significant difference
between residential real
estate versus land and home
real estate; therefore, having
a land specialist help you
with the latter can be of
great benefit.”

In his first year, Jeff did
well enough to stabilize his
transition. In his second year,
he was named Whitetail
Properties Virginia Agent
of the Year. He earned that
title again in 2025. Last
year alone, he closed 33
transactions totaling more
than 2,300 acres and over
$16 million in sales volume.
Jeff was also recognized in
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OFF THE
CLOCK
WITH JEFF

1/ Avid hunter and
2 / Celebrating 30 years LN
of marriage with a first- '
time trip to Montana

3/ Proud dad to his daughter
4 / Enjoys time at Smith
Mountain Lake

5 / Founder of the
Facebook group Star City
Whitetails —131,000+
followers and counting

6 / Karaoke regular: “I can
drum and sing well, just
not at the same time.



Jeff and Tonia

2025 by Land.com as a Land
Star Top Producer for the
Southeastern region of the
United States.

Now part of a 14-agent
Virginia team, Jeff credits

the Whitetail territory model
for offering both structure
and freedom and supporting
his direct marketing efforts.
He sends just-listed county-
wide mailers, just-sold
announcements, and targeted
outreach built on visibility
and repetition across his
territory. “Any advertising is
good advertising,” he states.
“The worst thing you can do
is not advertise.”

Jeff often works with sellers
at a turning point in life,
owners who have spent
decades on a property and
are now ready for something
30 - June 2026

different. “They’ve squeezed
the lemon,” he says. “They’re
ready for a new chapter. The
hard part is the sentimental
value.” Buyers, he adds, are
often chasing something just
as personal. “It’s a bucket-
list item, a blank canvas,”
Jeff points out. “Something
they’ve been thinking about
and planning for years.”

Looking ahead, Jeff doesn’t
see himself slowing down.
“I'm a hungry real estate
agent,” he mentions. “I spent
years in a collections job
where people didn’t want to
talk to me. Now, I'm in one
where they do.” He’s also
focused on growing his busi-
ness. “Two years ago, my wife
stopped working at her job of
25 years and started working
with me,” he shares. “Now,
she is becoming a buyer’s

Land is one of the few
assets you can enjoy

today, generate income

— all while it continues to
grow in value.”

Jeff in his element

agent for Team Phillips. She
has added a whole different
gear to our business.”

Four years later, Jeff still walks
every property, still answers
every call, and still considers
his career change the best
decision of his professional
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life. “The good Lord had a
plan for me, and now that
plan continues to expand,”

he says. Jeff adds, “Land is
one of the few assets you can
enjoy today, generate income
for tomorrow, and pass down
for generations—all while it
continues to grow in value.” ®
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SCHEDULE YOUR SHINE TODAY!

v Commercial & Residential
v Move-In & Move-Out

v Mold & Fire

v Painting
v/ Restoration
+ Much More

TJs SUPERIOR
CLEANING

\

540-815-9555

latonyajones83@gmail.com



Best of Roanoke Platinum
Award Winner for Best Insurance Agency—

10 gw& h 1 @w

Experience a decade
of award-winning

MEADOR

INSURANCE AGENCY

Get a Quote Today! BEST OF 2026

Scan the QR code or visit
www.Meadorlnsurance.com

(540) 904-7833
PLATINUM

Voted Best of Roanoke—10 Years in a Row!

Life is full of surprises.’
Your clients’ homes shouldn’t be.

Being powerfully
photographed

MAKES
YOU THE
ONLY °
CHOICE.

SERVING: Roanoke, Salem, dibiti .
Lynchburg, Bedford, Franklin, Henry, Boost Credibility

Pittsylvania & Regions Surrounding . Enhance MaFkEtiﬂg
Smith Mountain Lake, 7 Days a Week “
Establish Authority rz ‘

kristina@krosephoto.com

K._riStinﬂ R‘DSE 540-560-9630

Christiansburg, VA

Greater Lynchburg / Appomattox

Visualize Value .
s P E (540) 798-1388 .
Greater Roanoke Valley / SML [r Ehotos B Strategy T!lﬂt
(540) 421-7453 \]{ Help You Stand Out Online

www . krosephoto.com

INSPECTION SERUICES INSPECN.com
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E:? dBig Ypring Etate Sewices
We Clear It So You Can

(lose JL.

Specializing in the estate sales
and liquidation services.

bigspringestateservices.com
(540) 641-1413

OHE FIE DAY
EVEITTS

YOU DESERVE TO
Ergoy %M» B Evencts

Your Go-To Moving Partner

Extraordinary, effortless experiences
Refined, luxurious design
Polished & deeply personal atmosphere

Free Estimates * Expert Packing, Loading, & Unloading
Timely, Reliable, & Stress-Free Service
about our cleaning and organlzmg serw ces.

(434) 841-3401 | bluerldgemovmg com

Owner & Creative Director
www.onefinedayva.com
info@onefinedayva.com | 540-212-4114

blueridgemovingco@gmail.com
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Edgar Tuck, Freedom First Mortgage, with Sonya Dickinson

A ROOM FULL OF
GAME-CHANGERS

Market leaders and meaningful conversations filled The Hotel
Roanoke during the Blue Ridge Real Producers event.

Norm & Julie Ann Pullen

La

Casey Johnson

(5 GRACE ALON
L BUILDERS

GRACE ALON

;t BUILDERS

Tonia & Jeff Phillips with
Justin & Ashley Rolfe

What an incredible afternoon we had on May 6 at The Hotel
Roanoke’s AKA. This speakeasy-inspired space provided the
perfect backdrop as the Blue Ridge Real Producers community
gathered once again for an event filled with connection,
conversation, and celebration.

Warm hospitality, inviting surroundings, and lively
conversations created the perfect setting for relationship-
building and collaboration. Top-producing real estate
professionals, industry partners, and friends filled the room
with energy, encouragement, and genuine camaraderie, the
very qualities that make this community so special.

A heartfelt thank you goes to the sponsors who made this
event possible:

PLATINUM & FOOD SPONSOR
Grace Alon Builders, represented by Mason Lee

GOLD SPONSORS
The Legacy Team at Integrity Home Mortgage
Blue Ridge Moving

SILVER SPONSORS
Albert Vargas, The Vargas Agency, Goosehead Insurance
TJ’s Superior Cleaning
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Special appreciation also goes to our team. Photographers and
videographers Bryce Scott (Rapid Imagery) and Jeremiah
Guelzo (Stone Blue Productions) captured memorable
moments throughout the event. Their talent and creativity
beautifully showcased the spirit of the Blue Ridge Real
Producers community. Of course, we couldn’t pull off our
events without Operations Director Robby Lee and Event
Planner Chelsea Yeats of One Fine Day Events. They are critical
to all we do behind the scenes to create memorable occasions.

Events like these remind us that Blue Ridge Real Producers
represents far more than business success. Supportive
relationships, shared encouragement, and authentic
connections continue to define this network and strengthen
this community.

Please continue supporting the incredible sponsors and
businesses who invest in this community and help provide
these gatherings at no cost to our top-producing REALTORS®.

We are already looking forward to the next opportunities to
connect and celebrate together (Save the Dates: August 5
and November 11 ). Until then, keep building relationships,
supporting one another, and making a positive impact
throughout our community.

Warmly,
Betty Lee
Publisher

Dixie Lowe, The Legacy Team, Integrity
Home Mortgage

Esther Cerle

Bill Meador, Bill
Meador Insurance

q H . Agency
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Charity Lindsey
& Betty Lee

Bailey Jenkins

i
g

Jon Burger, Fom
Foundation Sol
& Brandon White

A

Heather Murray, C.A.S.E. Discount
Flooring, with Jeremiah Guelzo, Stone
% Blue Productions & The Piano Guy
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Andi Fernandez, Foxglove & Fern, & Lisa
Frontus with REAL

Gold Sponsor Jonathan Sweat, The Legacy
Team, Integrity Home Mortgage

Kim Miller & Mitch Jearls

— = GRACE &1

A BUILDERS
"}

Debbie Shelton
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Gold Sponsor Tyler Lucy, Blue Ridge Moving

Grant Irby & Brandon White

Julie Bays
& Karenna
Bays

Stutzman

("" GRACE ALON
"

ACE ALD

Heather Murray, C.A.S.E. Discount Flooring

GRACE ALON
(-_5"-\ DLILOERS

Platinum Sponsor Mason Lee, Grace Alon Builders,
with Betty & Robby Lee

Erin Vogt & Kelly Griffin GRACE
{; i'\-=LD£q5L0“

Schedtﬁe YOuf
LVP consult

_H\ ;_- ULTRA-DURABLE | ECO-FRIENDLY | GUARANTEED

\/ In-Stock Inventory (540) 858-1128 | casediscountflooring.com/bedford-va

Hethwood Market Presenting EPIC
& = NG E INSURANCE
UCE BAD GROUP

Justin Miller

o
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WIWW.TH EOR ANGEBANDANA.COM

WITH ERIE,
YOU GET IT ALL

8 E %

Special occasion baskets SERVICE CLAIMS AGENT
Graduation baskets

Welcome home baskets

Retirements baskets

info.orangebandana@gmail.com Vas| Erie - ~(540) 269-1301
540-558-3028 . theorangebandana.com 2] Insurance justin@epicinsurancegroup.com
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WE'RE JUST A CALL |
AWAY FROM COMFORT!!

“The most important thing when

service vendors is that they com

promptly, do what they say, and sh

when they commit. That is Ideal Comfo l

Scott Hensley and his staff offer exceHW
customer service from start to finish!”

—Karen Walker Hall, happy client
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REACH FOR THE STARS
WITH EVERY CLOSINGE

N
X

Allstar Title &
Settlement, LLC

% Competitive rates & discounted
options for veterans & first responders

% Secure portal to track every closing
% In-office, mobile, or remote closings

% Mobile closings at no extra charge (Franklin to
Grayson County)

X Responsive—even outside business hours
% Fast turnaround

Q 540-518-1080

B Olivia@allstarclosing.com
Leeanna@allstarclosing.com
Q 502 Newbern Road, Dublin VA 24084
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The Home Loan Se a
for Ye hents

First B _ ompany’s in-house loans are creatiy
can ag ate even the most unique property situati
of ou ) being serviced locally, your client

ortgage Banker
Daleville, VA
(434) 426-8083

. NMLSH# 462147

EXPLORE OUR MORTGAGE LOAN
SOLUTIONS TODAY.

7o) 228-1125 4

NMLS# 641054

VP/Agricultu
Da
(540) ¢

The Bank That Puts You First.
firstbank.com | Member FDIC | &




A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

GRACE ALON
BUILDERS

LIFEBYDESIGN
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New Home Constructlon
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Additions & Remodels

Full Design & Selectlon §erV|ces
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