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Dog Days
of Summer
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The following companies represent some of the best affiliates in the industry. The Top 500 ranking agents 
personally recommend them all, we vet each one, and they commit to supporting this platform long-term. 
They are passionate about building relationships with and serving YOU, so we hope you’ll give them a 
chance to earn our business. If you’d like an introduction to any of these companies, e-mail joni@n2co.com.

Preferred Partners

ADVERTISING
Real Producers  
Joni Giordano-Bowling
(757) 348-7809
sarasotarealproducers.com

ARCHITECT
CMSA Architects 
Rick Oswald
(941) 364-4600
cmsaarchitects.com

ATTORNEY/TITLE COMPANY
Preferred Settlement Services
Michael Infanti
(941) 376-9551
preferredsettlement.com

BALLOON DECOR & 
EVENT DECORATION
Sarasota Balloon Bouquets 
Dana Bachmann
(941) 702-3316
linktr.ee/
sarasotaballoonbouquets

BUILDER/GENERAL 
CONTRACTOR
Modus  
RJ Diaz
(941) 677-2219
modusbldrs.com

HEALTH CARE
Elite Peak Health  
Tanya Zucco
(941) 400-8334
elitepeakhealth.com

HOME INSPECTION
5 Star Inspection Services
Michael Blumin
(941) 417-9366
5starinspectionservices.com

A Radiant Property Inspection
Hank Lobdell
(941) 462-1897
radiantinspect.com

Mr Inspector  
Tronn Goehring
(941) 356-2311
mrinspectorfl.com

HOME SERVICES
HOMEstretch
Mark & Carrie Snyder
(727) 902-4452
home-stretch.com/
stpetersburg-clearwater

HOME STAGING
Set The Stage Home Staging
Denise Henke
(941) 263-3808
wesetthestage.com

HOME STAGING & DESIGN
Linden Creek Sarasota
Elaine Sheffrey
(941) 202-3176
linden-creek.com/sarasota-fl

Purposely Placed Home 
Staging and Design
Betsy Mincey
(941) 773-4979
purposelyplacedhome.com

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICES
Manatee Ladies Cleaning
Renata Zerbinatti
(941) 212-9739
manateeladiescleaning.com

KITCHEN & BATH  
DESIGN/ REMODELING
Kirkplan Kitchen & Bath 
Catie Sweeney
(941) 355-2703
kirkplankitchens.com

MOBILE NOTARY
EZ Notary Services
Tonya Ezell
(614) 352-4874
eznotaryservicesllc.com

MORTGAGE
Chris Galli — Novus 
Home Mortgage
(941) 529-1040
novushomemortgage.com/
loan_officers/cgalli/

Jason Schneider — 
CMG Home Loans
Jason Schneider
(347) 277-5422
www.cmghomeloans.com/mysite/
jason-schneider

Sal Morabito — LENDirect 
Mortgage, Inc
(941) 977-5363
lendirect.com

Yvette Clermont — Novus 
Home Mortgage
(941) 201-5847
novushomemortgage.com/
loan-officer/yvette-clermont

MOVING COMPANY
Sunshine Movers
Blake Fitzpatrick
(941) 447-1719
sunshinemovers.com

MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT
BABYL Media Group
Benjamin Jacobs
(941) 312-3541
babylmusic.com

PAINTING
Elevate Painting Co.
Joshua Smith
(941) 224-4219
ElevatePaintCo.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Poff Media Group
Mindy Poff
(779) 861-3739
poffmedia.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & 
VIDEOGRAPHY
Axis 360 Media
John Igras
(941) 877-0032
axis360media.com

POOLS
Artisan Pool and Design
Monica Hall
(321) 217-5322
artisanpooldesign.com

Tampa Bay Pools
Tyler Adams
(913) 302-0293

POOLS & SPAS
Trusted Pool and Spa 
Chris Hegedus
(941) 289-5253
trustedpool.com

PROFESSIONAL 
BARTENDING SERVICES
Hook Line & Drinker
Stacy Sutton
(727) 314-6400
hldrinker.com

RENOVATION SERVICES
RenoVision Pros of Sarasota FL
Dan Nelson
(941) 702-1220
RenovisionPros.com

TILE/CABINETRY/
FLOORING & DESIGN
Design Works
Catie Sweeney
(239) 441-2485
floridadesignworks.com

TITLE & ESCROW
Legacy Settlement Services
Paul Sellers
(941) 216-0296
legacyfortitle.com

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Beyond Measure 
Window Treatments
Ross Jenkins
(941) 928-6382
beyondmeasuresrq.com

ONLINE PARTNER 
DIRECTORY

Got a dated listing?
Let’s transform it fast.

Scan to Book a FREE 
Home Refresh Consult.

REFRESH THE SPACES THAT SELL HOMES.
Beyond Painting and Flooring.

What we refresh:
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Whole-home

cosmetic updates

Dan Nelson
Founder/Owner | RenoVision

“RenoVision makes my listings show like model 
homes. My sellers love the process.”
—Robin Eekhof, LuxeKey Real Estate

A modern refresh, without a full gut job.

MANAGED START-TO-FINISH | PAY-AT-CLOSE OPTIONS

SARASOTA & MANATEE’S PRE-LISTING REFRESH PARTNER
941.702.1220

Owner Michael Blumin, CPI
Top Dog Zeus Blumin

INSPECTING EVERY HOME AS IF IT WERE OUR OWN

(941) 417-9366
5StarInspectionService@gmail.com

5StarInspectionServices.com

YOUR PARTNER 
IN TOP DOG

INSPECTIONS

TONYA EZELL
FOUNDER,  

EZ NOTARY SER VICES
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REMOTE
AND MOBILE 
NOTARY 24/7

YOUR SIGNATURE, 
OUR PRIORITY.
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At Elite Peak Health, we specialize in 
precision longevity medicine for driven 
women who want answers—not guesswork.

Through advanced diagnostics and 
root-cause medicine, we help women 
restore energy, metabolism, brain clarity, 
and long-term vitality.

    It’s Not 
“Just Your Age.”
High-performing women over 
45 don’t have to accept declining 
energy, brain fog, or stubborn 
weight as the new normal.

If you’re over 45 and are feeling exhausted 
or foggy and gaining weight or not sleeping 
well — even though your labs are “normal”
— you are not alone.

Why Women Over 45 Feel Exhausted, Gain Weight, 
and Struggle to Sleep—and What Actually Works.

Tuesdays at 6 PM at Elite Peak Health – Sarasota
Seats are limited. RSVP required.

Attendees will receive a simple 1-page roadmap:
“The 3 Biggest Reasons Women Feel Stuck After 45—and What To Do Next.”

Tanya Zucco, PA-C, Hormone & Longevity Specialist
Elite Peak Health  |        @elitepeakhealth

www.elitepeakhealth.com  |  941-400-8334

Reserve Your Seat 
at Our Free Women’s 
Health Seminar

Scan Here to 
Reserve Your Seat
Prefer to call? 
941-400-8334

Meet
The

Team

DISCLAIMER: The articles and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers (“N2”). Advertisements appearing in this publication are paid placements and 
are not endorsed or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, 
contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this publication may include content created with the assistance of artificial 
intelligence (AI) tools by authors or contributors and may not be independently verified by N2.

Joni Giordano-Bowling
Owner/Publisher

757-348-7809
joni@n2co.com

Dave Bowling
Owner/Publisher

757-450-2899
dave.bowling@n2co.com

Jacki Donaldson
Managing Editor

352-332-5171
jacki.donaldson@n2co.com

Benjamin Jacobs
Event & Logistics Manager

Maddie Podish
Social Media Coordinator  

757-634-8998
msparks7382@gmail.com

Dan Clark
Writer

757-206-4144
dan@danclark.realtor

Mindy & Cory Poff
Photographers

779-861-3739
mindy@poffmedia.com
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Q: Jason, what sets you apart in the mortgage industry?
A: With over seven years in the business and closings across multiple 
states, I bring a wide range of lending knowledge to the table. 
Whether I’m working with a first-time buyer or a seasoned investor, 
my focus is always on finding the right solution that aligns with 
their financial goals.

Q: Real estate agents are busy—what can they expect when 
working with you?
A: Clear communication and proactive updates. I make sure 
every client fully understands the process, from start to finish. 
That means no surprises, just well-managed expectations and 
smooth transactions.

Q: What types of clients do you work with most?
A: Everyone—from families purchasing their very first home 
to investors building their portfolios. I’ve worked with a 
variety of loan programs, so I can tailor solutions no matter 
the situation.

Q: How does your personal background shape the way 
you work?
A: Having spent most of my life in New York and now 
splitting time in Florida, I understand the needs of clients in 
diverse markets. Outside of work, I’ve been married for over 
25 years, have kids from teens to adults, and stay active in 
my community. I believe the discipline I put into staying 
mentally and physically strong also translates into how I 
serve my clients and partners.

Q: Why should agents connect with you?
A: Because I make their clients’ success my top priority. 
Agents can trust me to keep deals moving forward and 
clients informed every step of the way. That partnership 
makes all the difference.

Q&A with Jason Schneider, 
Market Leader at CMG Home Loans
Q&A with Jason Schneider, 
Market Leader at CMG Home Loans
Your partner in navigating today’s mortgage marketYour partner in navigating today’s mortgage market

Jason Schneider
Loan Officer, NMLS ID# 1849287

(347) 277-5422  |  jschneider@cmghomeloans.com
4350 W Cypress St, Ste 630, Tampa, FL 33607 | Branch NMLS# 1788480

PUP NOTE

Joni Giordano-Bowling 

Publisher

Dog Days
ne of my favorite things about Real 
Producers is the opportunity to learn 
about the people behind the business.

This month, we invited top-producing real estate 
agents and preferred partners to introduce 
us to the dogs who share their homes, offices, 
road trips, walks, Zoom calls, and daily lives. 

As we planned this issue, I expected plenty of 
adorable photos and cute stories. We certainly 
received those. I loved getting to know the 
four-legged companions who supervise offices 
and warehouses, serve as unofficial marketing 
directors, greet clients, and explore dog-friendly 
communities. I also discovered a few unforgettable 
personalities—from tiny social butterflies with 
endless energy to gentle giants, devoted lap dogs, 
and even two cats who prove this celebration 
of furry companions isn’t just for dogs.

What I treasure most, however, are the lessons.

Here, you’ll meet dogs who inspire their humans 
to embrace patience, trust, enthusiasm, and 
authenticity. Some remind their owners to pause 
for a walk, play one more game of fetch, or take a 
well-earned nap. Others offer quiet comfort during 
life’s hardest moments, help build lasting business 
relationships, or encourage their families to greet 
every stranger as a potential friend. These stories 
reveal something powerful; they reveal connection.

Dogs have a unique way of bringing people together. 
They don’t care about production numbers, titles, 
awards, or transaction volume. They greet us 
with the same enthusiasm on our best days and 
our hardest ones. They remind us to celebrate the 
small moments, extend grace, and lead with love.

I hope this special Dog Days of Summer issue 
makes you smile, chuckle, and maybe even reach 
down to scratch a furry friend behind the ears. 

Most of all, I hope it reminds you that some of life’s 
greatest teachers walk beside us on four legs. 

For those who have lost a beloved pet, our hearts 
are with you. The love, loyalty, and memories 
they leave behind become part of us forever.

Enjoy the issue!

O F  S U M M E R
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Promise
DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

SHANA HAMEL
NextHome 
Excel lence

Rise & Shine 
Promise is my 2-year-old mini-
goldendoodle and the happiest part of 
every day. Every morning, she proudly 
greets me with a stuffed animal in her 
mouth, making sure I’m awake before 
the day begins. We start each morning 
the same way—I sing “You Are My 
Sunshine” to her while she wiggles with 
excitement, and then she’s ready for 
whatever adventure comes next. 

Whether she’s greeting strangers like 
lifelong friends, wrapping her paws 
around someone’s leg for a hug, or 
happily exploring a new hiking trail, 
Promise has a way of making everyone 
feel loved. She has a playful side, too—
she loves digging at the beach, sniffing 
every inch of a new park, and especially 
venturing off the trail to frolic through 
the grass. She’s also obsessed with park 
benches and insists we stop to sit on 

almost every one we pass, especially if 
it overlooks a beautiful view. Most of all, 
she reminds me every day to slow down, 
enjoy the little moments, and make new 
friends wherever we go.

Pawfect House Hunting 
Promise is the inspiration behind 
my Pawfect Homes campaign. 
(PawfectHomes.com), where we explore 
dog-friendly neighborhoods, parks, 
trails, and local businesses to help 
people discover communities that fit 
both them and their pets. She often 
wears a camera harness so viewers can 
experience our adventures from her 
perspective, making our videos more 
fun and immersive. She occasionally 
joins Zoom calls, rides shotgun to 
appointments when she can, and has 
a special way of helping people feel 
comfortable the moment they meet her. 
She reminds me that buying a home 

is about finding a place where every 
member of the family, including the 
four-legged ones, feels at home.

Trust at First Wag 
Promise has taught me not to overthink 
first impressions. In my business, I’m 
constantly meeting people I’ve never 
met before, and it’s easy to wonder 
how you’ll be received. Then I watch 
Promise. She approaches every stranger 
with complete trust and genuine 
curiosity, and almost without fail, people 
soften. They smile, laugh, share stories 
about their own pets, and suddenly, 
they’re no longer strangers. She reminds 
me that meaningful connection begins 
when we stop worrying about being 
judged or rejected and simply show up 
as ourselves. That lesson has made me 
a better REALTOR®, helping me build 
relationships that feel authentic long 
before we ever talk about real estate.

Something Special 
Promise is truly part of my family, and 
everyone who meets her seems to say 
the same thing: there’s just something 
special about her. She has a gentle, 
loving presence that puts people at 
ease and a remarkable ability to bring 
strangers together. This June, we 
participated in “Luke Day,” NextHome’s 
annual day of giving back to local 
communities, by hosting a “Fashion for 
Paws” fundraiser benefiting “RUCK9,” 
an organization that provides mobility 
wheelchairs for animals in need. 

Paws for a Cause 
Promise’s impact has inspired me to 
create @Loved by Promise, a growing 
Instagram and TikTok series that began 
in March 2026. Through our adventures 
exploring dog-friendly communities, 
local businesses, and everyday 
moments, I hope to share the same joy 
and connection that Promise brings to 
everyone she meets. At the end of the 
day, real estate is about helping people 
find a place to call home.

Social Butterfly 
Coco is a 2-year-old Pomeranian who loves 
meeting as many people as possible.

Content With Coco 
We do a weekly social media segment called “Walk and Talk With 
Coco” and post it in my Living in Lakewood Ranch Facebook group.

Powered by Patience 
Coco has definitely taught me patience—I 
have to have a lot to be her owner.

Small but Mighty 
Coco is six pounds of pure, unbridled, endless 
energy. She is joy, a workout, and a test of patience 
all in a single pint-sized loving package.

JOHN SHANAHAN 
Compass F lor ida

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

Chill Mode 
Remy is a 4-year-old, 80-pound double doodle. 
He is totally chill and loves his morning walk and 
evening snuggles. His favorite snack is apples.

Management Material 
We call him the warehouse dog. He supervises mostly.

Pup Pointer 
Stop and rest. If you go, go, go all the 
time, you’ll wear yourself out.

Sit. Stay. Fetch. 
He hardly ever jumps on anyone, and he will play fetch 
until he physically can’t any more—and still tries.

Coco

Remy
ELAINE SHEFFREY
L inden Creek 
Home Staging & 
In ter ior  Design
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EXPERTLY DESIGNED POOLS AND SPAS FOR ELEVATED LIVING

Call today to schedule your private consultation, or visit our website to view the latest projects.

• Tailored pool and spa designs built around your lifestyle
• Premium materials and energy-efficient systems
• Complete outdoor environments crafted with precision and care

Scan the QR code to explore our gallery.

www.artisanpooldesign.com(941) 212-6682
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DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

STEPHANIE SEACAT |  Coldwel l  Banker Real ty

Ellie Bear 
Ellie May Seacat is a 1-year-old 
yellow Labrador. She is fun, playful, 
friendly, intelligent, and very 
protective of the family, especially 
the females in the home. She is the 
love of our lives and our fur baby.

Reading the Room 
Ellie is a staple in my office, working 
alongside me. When I have positive 
conversations, Ellie responds positively. 

When the conversation gets challenging, 
as she can tell by my tone, she leaves 
my office and goes to another room.

Walk it Out 
She helps me roll with the ups and 
downs of being a REALTOR®. When 
I need a break, we get outdoors and 
go for a walk and breathe the fresh 
Florida air. I throw her a toy to chase 
and laugh out loud with her.

The Next Best Friend 
Ellie is a larger dog than our previous 
dog, Khloe, a Pekingese. She was 
my bestie and never left my side at 
home. When I was not home, she 
would wait for me at the front door. I 
was not planning on getting another 
dog, let alone a larger dog. Everyone 
talked me into it almost two years 
after Khloe. I would not change a 
thing with our loyal Ellie bear.

Ellie May 
Seacat

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

A Latte Love 
Latte is an 8-year-old standard 
poodle. She is the sweetest and 
craziest dog I’ve ever had.  She 
thinks she is a lap dog and constantly 
needs to be touching someone.

Walking Into Business 
She and I walk our neighborhood 
daily and prospect for business. I’ve 
been invited to listing appointments 
while walking with her, so essentially, 
she is the marketing director.

Every Day Is the Best Day 
Latte has taught me enthusiasm. Latte 
doesn’t have bad days. Every walk 
is the best walk ever.  Every time I 
come home, she acts like she hasn’t 
seen me in a year. Every buyer and 
seller deserve that type of energy. 
Joy is infectious, and in this business, 
people want to work with someone 
who genuinely loves what they do.

TAMI CASHI
Coldwel l  Banker Real ty

Latte

REAL PRODUCERS PROUDLY SUPPORTS THESE IMPACT MAKERS

n2gives.com

FLIPPING THROUGH THESE PAGES   

SAVES LIVES.
With the help of our sponsors, this magazine has played a 

role in donating $30 million to fight human tra�cking.
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NMLS#118238 | #117959  |  www.lendirect.com

3131 S Tamiami Trail, Suite 206 | Sarasota, FL 34239

A Vested Partner in Your Business. 

 
 

Let's Connect. 
Salvatore Morabito
President & CEO
Mobile: 941-780-1147
Salsteam@lendirect.com

Elevated
Lending,

Helping your clients 
fetch a better 
lending experience.

Unleashed.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED  |  LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED | 1755 W UNIVERSITY PKWY, SARASOTA FL 34243FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED  |  LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED | 1755 W UNIVERSITY PKWY, SARASOTA FL 34243

941.447.1719 

�������������������������������������������������
We’re celebrating our move to a brand-new 30,000 sq.ft. 
climate-controlled warehouse on University Parkway! Enjoy up 
to 2 free months of storage for you or your clients. Perfect for 
short-term holding between closings or long-term protection 
for valuables. Full-service, white-glove care from start to finish.

WHY REALTORS® TRUST SUNSHINE MOVERS:
• Full-service local & long-distance movers
• Climate-controlled, fully secured warehouse
• 15 branded moving trucks
• 1,200+ Google Reviews with a 5.0  rating

Give your clients a seamless experience
from the home they’re leaving to the 
home they’re moving into.
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RJ DIAZ  |  Modus Bui lders

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

Cheyenne  
& Kane

Canine Companions 
Cheyenne and Kane are both rescue pit 
bull mixes. Cheyenne is bougie. Kane is 
a goofball. I think they are beautiful.

Support Staff 
They are often at the office with me and 
are definitely my emotional support. 
They help me work through problems, 

calm me down when things don’t go 
well, and always remind me to stretch 
my legs so they can go on a sniffari.

Pup Perspective 
Be present. Listen. Work and 
play go hand in hand. Also, 
naps are good for you.

Miss Harlie
Hello, Harlie 
Miss Harlie is a 6-year-old Australian 
labradoodle. She is absolutely the most 
loving dog we have ever had and has 
never met a stranger. She loves to play 
and can run like the wind. She has 
the longest eyelashes and legs of any 
breed I know, and when we got her at 
12 weeks old and she started growing, 
I used to tell her that she was the envy 
of all the girls with her long eyelashes 
and legs like a New York Rockette.

Official Mascot 
She is the Artisan Pool and 
Design mascot. She goes with 
us to a lot of our clients’ homes 
and offices and loves treats.

Life According to Harlie 
Slow down and play ball. Life 
is not all about work.

The Heart Knows 
She is a great judge of character. 
She can see the heart of a person 
at first glance, and she will lick you 
until you have the biggest grin.

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

MONICA HALL  |  Ar t i san Pool and Design
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Booking@babylmusic.com
babylmusic.com  |  (941) 312-3541

Immersive experiences your audience will remember.
Music. Content. Events.

Benjamin Jacobs
Ross Jenkins,
Owner

Sarasota’s top solutions for homes and professional spaces.
We bring showroom samples, expert measurements,
and professional installation straight to your door.

TURNING WINDOW
TREATMENTS INTO

WOW 
FACTORS

(941) 928-6382
www.beyondmeasuresrq.com

Motorized, Honeycomb,
Roller & Dual Shades
Interior Shutters • Blinds
Drapery • Repair Services

FA M I LY- OW N E D  &  O P E R AT E D

Elaine Sheffrey 
Owner, Sarasota, FL

(941) 202-3176
elaine@linden-creek.com

linden-creek.com

At Linden Creek, staging isn’t simply 
decorating. It’s a strategic marketing 

tool that blends design, buyer 
psychology, and market intuition to 

drive faster sales and stronger offers. 
With $1.5 billion in real estate staged, 

we know what moves the market.

Partner with a staging team that 
helps you win more listings—and 

close them with confidence.

Remy Sheffrey
Warehouse Supervisor

O C C U P I E D  H O M E  S TA G I N G :
W E  U S E  E X I S T I N G  F U R N I S H I N G S  T O  

R E P O S I T I O N ,  E D I T ,  A N D  S T Y L E  E A C H  
S P A C E ,  S U P P L E M E N T I N G  W I T H  O U R  
I N V E N T O R Y  F O R  M A X I M U M  B U Y E R  

A P P E A L ,  G I V I N G  R E A L  E S T A T E  A G E N T S
A  C O M P E T I T I V E  E D G E  O N  E V E R Y  

O C C U P I E D  L I S T I N G  W I T H O U T  D I S R U P T I N G  
T H E  S E L L E R ’ S  D A I L Y  L I F E .

P H O TO  P R E P  S TA G I N G :
F I R S T  I M P R E S S I O N S  H A P P E N  O N L I N E .

W E  S T Y L E  A N D  M A K E  E V E R Y  R O O M  
C A M E R A - R E A D Y  B E F O R E  Y O U R  

P H O T O G R A P H E R  A R R I V E S .  B E T T E R  
P H O T O S  C A N  M E A N  M O R E  S H O W I N G S ,  

S T R O N G E R  O F F E R S ,  A N D  L I S T I N G S  T H A T  
S T A N D  O U T  F R O M  T H E  C O M P E T I T I O N .

NOW OFFERING

(727) 314-6400
barkeep@hldrinker.com

hldrinker.com

Cheers to THE DOG DAYS
OF SUMMER!
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C M S A  A r c h i t e c t s    |    9 4 1 . 3 6 4 . 4 6 0 0    |    A R 9 9 7 0 2    |    C M S A A r c h i t e c t s . c o m

T i m e l e s s ,  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e s i g n s
F O R  E X C E P T I O N A L  P R O P E R T I E S .

Thoughtfully detailed across a range of architectural styles,
with a focus on waterfront living and re�ned renovations.

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

CARRIE & MARK SNYDER  |  HOMEst re tch

Lap Dog & Watch Dog 
Bruno is a 5-year-old wheaten terrier, 
and Frank is a 14-year-old Havanese. 
Frank’s main job in life is to sit on 
anyone’s lap, and he is definitely 
always hungry. Frank is also named 
after Mark’s middle name, Francis. 
Bruno is a sensitive fellow who is 
always making sure neighbors know 
they are not supposed to walk by his 
house. An introvert, he is likely to 
retreat to the bedroom at bedtime, 

even before the adults are ready for 
bed. His absolute favorite hobby is 
following his mom everywhere and 
making sure to supervise all her 
activities, even in the bathroom.

Job Share 
Our dogs are enjoying their lives in 
the Sunshine State, always a guest 
on Zoom calls and rotating who 
gets to spend a day in the office.

Patient Pawrents 
Being a little older in our parenting and 
now grandparents, we are so patient 
and don’t get worked up when they get 
into things or need a little extra training. 
Also, they are a great example that being 
consistent in training creates a great pet.

Words to Live By 
Life is better with dogs.

Bruno  
& Frank
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Purrfectly in Charge 
Maya, the beautiful Maine Coon makes 
herself comfortable across tables of 
paperwork whenever work is underway. 
As an adorable ambassador for 
Caribbean Coons: Maine Coon Kittens 
Sarasota, she has a knack for stealing 
the spotlight—and keeping everyone 
on task with her own unique style of 
supervision. #mayathemainecoon

STEVE 
SLOCUM 
Coldwel l 
Banker Real ty

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

Lover Boy 
Romeo is the perfect name for our little buddy. He 
has a fabulous personality and is full of love. 

Chief Comfort Officer 
If I am ever on a phone call that doesn’t seem 
to be going smoothly, Romeo is right there on 
my lap, giving me support and love and helping 
me feel calm. I lost my mom and my dad this 
past year. During this very difficult time, Romeo 
was there beside me whenever I was sad.

Head Over Heels 
Everyone who meets Romeo falls in love right away.

Romeo
LAURIE FOX
Coldwel l  Banker Real ty

Maya
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HERE’S WHAT SARASOTA & MANATEE  
TOP 500 REALTORS® SOLD IN 2025

BY THE  
NUMBERS2025

14,461
TOTAL TRANSACTIONS

$10,420,371,000
TOTAL SALES VOLUME

$20,840,742
AVERAGE SALES VOLUME PER AGENT

30
AVERAGE TRANSACTIONS PER AGENT

CONNECT WITH THE PEOPLE AND PARTNERSHIPS SHAPING OUR MARKET.

IN THE LOOP

Visit Our Website 
Bookmark our website and follow us on 
social media to stay close to everything 
Real Producers. Discover exclusive 
content, trusted preferred partners, 
event recaps, photo galleries, and more. 
Scan the QR code on this page and 
follow along for the latest updates.

Turn Your Real Producers Story 
Into a Powerful Marketing Tool 
Take your Real Producers feature a 
step further with a custom article 
printout. These high-quality, branded 
pieces are perfect for open houses, 
listing appointments, and direct 
mail—helping you highlight your 
expertise and leave a lasting impression. 

Email joni@realproducersmag.
com to explore options and pricing.

Nominate Agents Making an Impact 
Know agents who are raising 
the bar or making a meaningful 
impact in the community? We’d 
love to celebrate them. Submit your 
nominations on our website.

Support the Partners Who 
Support This Community 
Our preferred partners help make 
this magazine possible through 
advertising, event participation, and 
ongoing support of our community. 
Because of them, this publication is 
free to agents. Please support these 
trusted businesses whenever you can.

Recommend a Trusted 
Local Business 
Know any standout local businesses 
that go above and beyond for 
real estate professionals? Help 
us grow our trusted network by 
recommending them on our website.

Stay in Touch 
We’re always looking 
for ways to better serve 
this incredible real 
estate community and 
create opportunities to 

collaborate, elevate, and inspire. Have 
ideas or feedback? Reach out anytime 
at joni@realproducersmag.com.

MORE Than a Magazine
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ADVOCACY 
DELIVERS: 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT:

When most Realtors® think about a 
successful year, they think about the 
listings they secured, the contracts 
they negotiated, the referrals they 
earned, and the clients they served. 
Those are the numbers that define 
our businesses. But every one of those 

successes depends on something much bigger—protecting 
the business environment that allows Realtors® to thrive.

That is exactly what your Florida Realtors® advocacy 
team accomplished during the 2026 legislative session. 
This year’s session was not defined by sweeping new 
initiatives. Instead, it required something just as important. 
We protected the real estate industry from proposals that 
would have weakened consumer protections, diminished 
the value of a real estate license, and created unnecessary 
liability for Realtors® across Florida. Sometimes the 
biggest victories are the ideas that never become law.

Protecting the Profession 
One of our most significant accomplishments was defeating 
legislation that would have dismantled Florida’s real estate 
regulatory structure. Had that proposal become law, it would 
have eliminated the Florida Real Estate Commission and 
significantly weakened professional education requirements. 
More importantly, it would have reduced consumer 
confidence in the licensing system that helps distinguish 
licensed real estate professionals from everyone else.

Consumers should feel confident that the person facilitating 
one of the largest financial decisions of their lives is held to 
meaningful professional standards. Protecting those standards 
protects every Realtor®’s business. For top producers 
especially, reputation is everything. Every transaction you 
close benefits from a regulatory system that reinforces 
professionalism, accountability, and consumer trust.

Reducing Risk for Realtors 
The Florida Legislature also adopted important measures 
that reduce unnecessary liability for our members. Florida 
Realtors® successfully prevented the implementation of a 

BY CHUCK BONFIGLIO JR., 2026 

PRESIDENT FLORIDA REALTORS®

well-intentioned but confusing septic disclosure requirement 
that would have complicated residential transactions 
without providing meaningful consumer value. We also 
secured liability protections related to a new property tax 
estimator disclosure, ensuring Realtors® are not unfairly 
held responsible for information beyond their control.

Every unnecessary disclosure requirement can increase 
risk, delay transactions, and create confusion for consumers. 
Advocacy is not simply about passing legislation. It is 
equally about preventing unnecessary burdens that 
make your business more difficult to operate.

Investing in Florida’s Housing Future 
Policy wins are only part of the story. The state budget 
also reflected meaningful investments that support 
homeownership and strengthen Florida’s housing market. 
This year’s budget included $50 million for the Hometown 
Heroes Housing Program, $236.5 million for state and local 
affordable housing programs, $405 million to continue 
helping Floridians harden homes and condominiums, and 
$1.2 billion for water quality and restoration projects that 
protect Florida’s natural resources and quality of life.

These investments strengthen communities, support long-term 
housing demand, improve housing opportunities, reinforce 
economic stability, and help preserve property values. 
Those outcomes benefit homeowners, consumers, and every 
Realtor® working to build a successful business in Florida.

Advocacy Is an Investment 
Every Realtor® pays dues, but advocacy is where those 
dues produce measurable returns. Most of the clients we 
serve will never know about the legislation that did not 
pass or the unnecessary regulations that were stopped 
before they affected a transaction, which is exactly how 
effective advocacy should work. When Florida Realtors® 
succeeds in Tallahassee, consumers experience smoother 
transactions, stronger property rights, and greater 
confidence in the real estate marketplace. Realtors® can 
spend less time navigating unnecessary government 
obstacles and more time serving their customers.

Your Voice Matters 
None of these victories happens by accident. They happen 
because thousands of Realtors® invest their time, support 
RPAC, participate in Great American Realtor® Days, serve as 
Key Contacts, and build relationships with elected officials 
throughout the year. When lawmakers hear directly from 
Realtors®, they hear from professionals who understand 
housing, private property rights, and the real-world impact 
public policy has on Florida families and communities.

These relationships, along with Realtor® Champions serving 
in the legislature, result in our collective voice giving our 

profession tremendous credibility, and it continues 
to make a difference where it matters most.

Looking Ahead 
Florida continues to grow at an extraordinary pace, 
bringing new residents, businesses, and investment 
to communities across our state. With that growth 
comes both opportunity and responsibility. Florida 
Realtors® will continue advocating for policies 
that expand housing opportunities, protect private 
property rights, strengthen homeownership, reduce 
unnecessary regulation, and preserve the high 
professional standards that define our industry.

Advocacy is not a once-a-year effort. It is a year-
round commitment to protecting your business, 
your clients, and the future of real estate in Florida. 
When Realtors® speak with one voice, we do more 
than react to public policy issues. We help shape 
them, ensuring that Florida remains the best place 
in the nation to own property, build wealth through 
real estate, and achieve the American Dream.

Why Every Realtor® Wins 
When We Show Up
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Preferred Settlement Services
941-376-9551 • orders@preferredsettlement.com

www.preferredsettlement.com

• Secure               
cutting-edge      
technology

• 5-star rated closers    
and attorney title     
services

• Marketing support    
& real estate     
education

• Tailored service for    
high-volume      
agents

• Beautiful             
downtown office

• Remote closings

Elevate Your Business With Preferred
Settlement Services

You curate exceptional experiences for your discerning clientele. 
Shouldn’t your closing process reflect the same level of excellence?
More than 50 years of combined title experience, including Michael 

Infanti’s 25 years of real estate law practice.

1605 Main Street, Suite 1112 • Sarasota, FL 34236



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

The Galli Team
Christopher Galli

NMLS #13152
cgalli@novushomemortgage.com 

941-529-1040
novushomemortgage.com/CGalli  

The Clermont Team
Yvette Clermont, CMB
NMLS #248437
yvette@novushomemortgage.com 
941-201-5847 
MyTeamClermont.com 

WE DON’T JUST CLOSE LOANS—WE HELP YOU CLOSE MORE DEALS.

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender. Novus Home 
Mortgage is a division of Ixonia Bank, NMLS #423605

TOP REALTORS®

Deserve TOP Lending Partners

Lending Worth Barking About.

AGENT ADVANTAGE PROGRAMS
Creative Financing That Wins Offers:  Rate buydowns, DPA, 

and niche loan options to make your buyers stand out.
Fast, Local Decisions:  No corporate red tape—we get deals cleared and closed fast.

Co-Branding & Marketing Tools:  ListReports, Home IQ, Mortgage Coach, 
and social content designed to help you grow.

REALTOR® Growth Focused:  Strategy sessions, events, and support that move the needle 
for your business.

24/7 Partner Access:  Real conversations. Real support. Real closings.

Let's make your next closing a walk in the park.


