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#51462
Gregg R. Fortune
CFP®, CFS®, AEP®, ChFC®, CPWA®
Managing Director

(248) 538-1616
gfortune@3gfinancial.net | 3gfinancial.net
6960 ORCHARD LAKE RD SUITE 120 | W BLOOMFIELD | MI 48322

• Do you know how to structure your business properly to protect yourself?

• Are you maximizing tax planning strategies for yourself and employees?

• Have you considered your plan for retirement?

• Have you reviewed your plan for your legacy?

Over 30 years helping successful business owners grow smarter 
and faster. I speak CPA and attorney—so you don’t have to. One 

coach. One strategy. No more guesswork (or TikTok advice).

Securities offered through Osaic Wealth, Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Osaic Advisory Services, an 
SEC Registered Investment Advisor. 3G Financial, Osaic Advisory Services and Osaic Wealth companies are not affiliated.
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REALTORS® Win with Alliant Credit Union!

30+ Years of Mortgage Experience
$4B+ in Funded Residential Loans

Call Today to Learn More!
Sandi Frith
Mortgage Loan O�cer
NMLS #: 564023
586-871-8002
sfrith@alliantcreditunion.com

Backed by Alliant Credit Union’s
Competitive Rates & Trusted Reputation

248-756-5081 | HHIofMichigan.com

YOUR BACKUP PLAN 
WHEN IT MATTERS MOST
When your go-to inspector is booked, 
you need someone who protects your 
relationship as well as you do.

| Knowledgeable. Kind. Clear.

Maintaining and 
protecting connections 
long after closing

Deliver reports on-site 

Help agents stay top of mind 
through monthly co-branded 
homeowner touchpoints

LET'S WORK 
TOGETHER.

We partner with realtors to deliver 
dependable, secure, and timely closings 

with the personal attention every 
transaction deserves.

Vital Title Insurance Agency
(248) 907–0103

vitaltitleamerica.com

ARE YOU READY TO CLOSE?

Home Rehab & Renovation
Residential & Commercial Cleaning
Investment Trash Out & Turn Over

Home Rehab & Renovation
Residential & Commercial Cleaning
Investment Trash Out & Turn Over

248.457.5075
DBIndustrialServices.com

6659 Highland Road #106-A, Waterford

BEFORE

AFTER
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YOUR HOME LOAN CHAMPION

REFINANCE & PURCHASE SPECIALIST

COMMUNICATION •  TRANSPARENCY •  SPEED

RAMY TAHA
NMLS #1604035

313.903.5548
OlympianMortgage.com

Olympian Mortgage NMLS #2387047
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses, and thank them for supporting the real estate community!

Preferred Partners

ALARM/SMART 
HOME SYSTEMS
Safeguard Security Solutions
(800) 631-3550
safeguardsecuritypros.com

ATTORNEY - REAL ESTATE
Galloway & Hommel, LLP
(248) 574-4450
gallowayhommel.com

BLINDS/DRAPERY
Impact Home Staging Experts
(248) 591-4290
www.impacthomestaging 
experts.com

BRANDING PHOTOGRAPHY
Luana Nakano Photography
(248) 622-9115

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT
Connextion
(248) 720-6560
yourconnextion.com

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING
Chet’s Cleaning
(248) 584-1819
chetscleaning.com

CASH BUYING ASSISTANCE
Snap Homes
Keith Simon
(248) 719-8570
getsnaphomes.com

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER
3G Financial
Gregg Fortune
(248) 538-1616
www.3Gfinancial.net

CLEANING - RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL
Neat Freaks
(586) 303-5788
neatfreaks-mi.com

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS
Cranbrook Custom Homes
(586) 781-2316
www.cranbrookcustomhomes.com

ELECTRICIAN & 
GENERATOR SERVICES
D & J Electric Company
Brendan Darling
(248) 318-7834

ESTATE SALES
Blue Moon Estate Sales, 
Auctions and Resale
(517) 449-4511
bluemoonestatesales.com/
grand-rapids/about

ESTATE SALES & AUCTIONS
Aaron’s Estate Sales
(248) 915-8888
www.aaronsestatesales.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN/PRINTING/
PROMO GOODS
Graphic Takeover
(248) 894-4464
graphictakeover.com 

HOME BUILDER
Lombardo Homes
(586) 781-2316
lombardohomes.com

HOME INSPECTION
Davisburg Inspection Group
(248) 807-6730
davisburginspections.com

Fisher Home Inspections
(810) 577-0670
fisherhomeinspectionsllc.com

Handy Home Inspection
(248) 756-5081
www.hhiofmichigan.com

HomeTeam Inspection Service
(586) 783-9957
www.hometeam.com

Total House Inspection
(248) 550-9492
totalhouseinspection.com

HOME MAINTENANCE SERVICE
Totally Maintained, Inc.
(248) 297-3485
www.totallymaintained.com

HOME PREPARATION 
SERVICES
HOMEstretch - North 
Metro Detroit
(248) 453-1200
www.home-stretch.com/
locations/mi/nmetro-detroit

HOME STAGING
Impact Home Staging Experts
(248) 591-4290
www.impacthomestaging 
experts.com

INSURANCE
State Farm
Mike Bashore
(248) 606-4150
www.bashoreservices.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
Impact Home Staging Experts
(248) 591-4290
www.impacthomestaging 
experts.com

JUNK REMOVAL
Burly Guys
(248) 224-2188
burlyguys.com

Going Going Gone 
Junk Removal
(248) 561-6232
goinggoinggone.biz

MORTGAGE
Alliant Credit Union
Sandi Frith
(586) 871-8002
www.alliantcreditunion.org/
mortgages/loan-officers/
sandi-frith

Capital Mortgage Funding
Becky Alley
(248) 833-5197
www.capitalmortgagefunding.com

Citizens State Bank
(248) 882-2535
micsb.com

Clear2 Mortgage
(248) 970-0040
clear2mortgage.com

DFCU Financial
(800) 739-2772
www.dfcufinancial.com

DynaGen Lending
(248) 970-2744
dynagenlending.com

John Adams Mortgage
Ronya Grohman
(248) 709-9390
www.johnadamsmortgage.com/
ronyagrohman

JP Morgan Chase Bank, NA
(734) 788-2119

Lake Michigan Credit Union
Brent Green
(586) 697-0199
www.lmcu.org/brentgreen

Lock Lending
(734) 922-2252
locklendinggroup.com

Mortgage Center
(800) 353-4449
mortgagecenter.com

Olympian Mortgage
(313) 205-0413
olympianmortgage.com

Silverline Lending
Brent Wilson
(810) 275-2728
silverlinelending.com

Union Home Mortgage
James Taveggia
(586) 722-8800
teamtaveggia.com

MORTGAGE BROKER
AFEX Lending
(248) 808-2456
afexlending.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Better Rate Mortgage
Jon Wojtowicz
(248) 225-6728
mybetterrate.com

CrossCountry Mortgage
Amanda Leonard
(248) 895-2278
crosscountrymortgage.com/
amanda-leonard

MOVING & STORAGE
Changing Places Moving
Johnna & Bob Struck
(248) 674-3937
www.changingplacesmovers.com

Morse Moving & Storage
(734) 484-1717
www.morsemoving.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
MORTGAGE
Alliant Credit Union
Sandi Frith
(586) 871-8002
www.alliantcreditunion.org/
mortgages/loan-officers/
sandi-frith

DFCU Financial
(800) 739-2772
www.dfcufinancial.com

Lake Michigan Credit Union
Brent Green
(586) 697-0199
www.lmcu.org/brentgreen

PHOTOGRAPHY/
VIDEOGRAPHY/DRONES
Great Lakes Aerial Video 
Services & Photography
(586) 246-4203
www.greatlakesaerial 
videoservices.com

JM Visuals
(810) 300-5003
www.jm-visuals.com

Summit Media Group 
Christian Sadik
(248) 875-7762
summitmediaHQ.com

RENOVATIONS
Renovations Now
(586) 335-4344
renovationsnow.com

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING
Renovation Sells Northeast 
Metro Detroit
Andrew Wehrli
(586) 301-6063
renovationsells.com

RENTAL REHAB
DB Industrial Services
(248) 773-4329
dbindustrialservices.com

ROOFING
Roofana
(414) 404-7663
roofana.com

SkyeVantage powered 
by The Roof Resource
(248) 758-8691
skyevantage.com

ROOFING & ROOF REPAIR
ACS Roofing
(586) 325-4001
acsroofers.com

ROOFING/SIDING/GUTTERS
Tresnak Roofing
(248) 435-4848
tresnakroofing.com

SOCIAL MEDIA & 
CONTENT CREATION
Real Leverage Solutions
(810) 710-9095
realleveragesolutions.com

SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING
TruVision Marketing
(247) 770-0508
www.truvisionmarketing.com

TILE & GROUT CLEANING
Chet’s Cleaning
(248) 584-1819
chetscleaning.com

TITLE COMPANY
Alliance Title of Michigan
Kelly Anderson
(313) 447-0058
www.alliancetitleofmi.com

Devon Title
(248) 273-4300
www.devontitle.com

Fieldstone Title
(248) 318-3358

First Rate Title Agency
(248) 212-0588
www.firstrate-title.com

Primary Title Agency
(248) 702-0901
primarytitle.com

Top Title Group
(248) 833-6220
toptitlegroup.net

Vital Title
Chris Offman
(734) 664-7039
vitaltitleamerica.com

VIRTUAL STAGING
Great Lakes Aerial Video 
Services & Photography
(586) 246-4203
www.greatlakesaerial 
videoservices.com

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Zub Wealth Management
Kaitlynn Sullivan
(248) 362-8481
www.northwesternmutual.com/
financial/advisor/greg-zub
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Come Hail or High Water Protect
Your Transactions with ACS Roofing's
EXPERT EXTERIOR
RENOVATIONS SOLUTIONS! 

Residential Roofing
Commercial Roofs

Flat Roofs
Roof Repairs

Gutters
Windows and Siding

Get a Quote Today!
586.325.4001  |  ACSRoofers.com

Mention Real Producers
and Receive $500 Off!
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NMLS #2273319

MANAGING PARTNER
NMLS ID 2108826

(248) 808-2456
(833) 694-0520

MARCUS YOUNAN

Start your path
to homeownership
with Marcus Younan,

individualized mortgage 
options made just for you.

Zackary Schiebner
248-563-4707

zacks@primarytitle.com 

Marci Kozin
248.884.3310

marci@primarytitle.com 
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Helping protect against
wire fraud while creating

a smoother closing experience

�����������
������� 

Competitive pricing
that keeps more money

in your pocket

­�­����
��������­�����

Keeping all parties informed
from contract to closing

­�­����������
��������

Experienced, reliable professionals
dedicated to your success

CONTACT US TO ADVERTISE YOUR REAL ESTATE BUSINESS ON OUR LED SIGN OUT FRONT! 

�������������
������������­��� 

Client-first service
tailored to

your transaction

����
��­���­����� 

Clear updates on
your status, timelines,

fees, and next steps

Meet
The

Team
Terra Csotty

Owner/Publisher
Joseph Cottle

Account Executive
Ashley Streight

Content Coordinator/ 
Ad Strategist

Lexi Markison
Relationship Manager

Renae Smith
Renae Frances Photography

Branding Photographer

Kelly Stork
Kelly Stork Photography

Photographer

Holly Garrish
Relationship Manager

Amanda Matkowski
Editor/Writer

Luana Nascimento
Event Coordinator

Jay Dunbar
Great Lakes  

Aerial Video Services
Photographer

Follow us on social  
media and check out  

our new website:  
www.oaklandcounty 
realproducers.com.

DISCLAIMER: The articles and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers (“N2”). Advertisements appearing in this publication are paid placements and 
are not endorsed or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, 
contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this publication may include content created with the assistance of artificial 
intelligence (AI) tools by authors or contributors and may not be independently verified by N2.

Real Leverage Solutions
Social Media
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Hosted by 2Gather 
Event Venue 

Social Media: Real 
Leverage Solutions 

Photos by: Richard 
Jenkins 

THEY DESERVE LEADS
Custom Reels · Captions · Carousels and Strategy Done for You
Hyper-Local Content that Turns Browsers into Buyers

LET'S TALK ABOUT LEVELING 
UP YOUR SOCIAL 810.844.1835

realleveragesolutions.com

Real Leverage
S O L U T I O N S

Your Listings Deserve More Than Likes

To sponsor this event, reach out to Terra.Csotty@n2co.com or rpevents@n2co.com

BINGO
EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT

Join the top real estate agents and Preferred Partners in Oakland County for an 
afternoon of networking, laughter, and friendly competition at Bingo for a Cause!

Connect with fellow industry professionals while enjoying lunch, exciting rounds 
of bingo, great prizes, and meaningful networking in a fun, relaxed atmosphere. 
Whether you’re playing to win or simply looking to build new relationships, this event 
is the perfect opportunity to connect with the local real estate community.

Best of all, every registration helps support a local charitable cause, allowing us to 
make a positive impact together while having a great time.

Bring your lucky charm, invite your colleagues, and join us for an afternoon of fun — 
all for a great cause!

FOR A

CAUSE
WEDNESDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2026
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

2GATHER EVENT 
VENUE 

3391 Cross Creek 
Parkway

Auburn Hills, MI 
48326

Register at: www.rpoaklandevents.com 
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Redefining 
Mortgage 

Excellence

PHOTOS BY 

GINA DINVERNO 

PHOTOGRAPHY

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

In the fast-paced world of real 
estate finance, Sandi Frith 
stands out for her expertise 
and dedication. A loan officer 
— as well as a physician and 
luxury specialist — at Alliant 
Credit Union, she brings over 
three decades of experience 
to the table, offering a unique 
blend of industry knowledge 
and personalized service.

Prior to mortgages, Sandi had 
a successful stint in automotive 
dealership finance. In 1992, she 
was seeking a new challenge and 
found her calling in the mortgage 
industry — a place where her 
problem-solving and relationship-
building skills could truly shine. 
“I love challenges and thinking 
outside the box,” Sandi explained 

Not deterred by obstacles, Sandi 
utilized her innovative mindset 
and became one of the pioneers in 
physician loan programs 18 years 
ago. Her expertise in this niche 
naturally expanded to luxury 
properties and construction 
lending, broadening her client 
base to include high-net-worth 
individuals and corporate clients.

As one of the largest credit unions 
in the country, Alliant offers a 
full range of financial services 
— from everyday banking to 
mortgages and commercial 

Sandi
with Alliant Credit Union
F R I T H

loans. Its digital-first approach, 
backed by responsive human 
support, aligns seamlessly with 
Sandi’s commitment to delivering 
personalized service in a modern 
financial landscape. With a 
diverse selection of mortgage 
products, Alliant is a valuable 
resource for both real estate 
agents and their clients. Sandi 
highlights two standout options: 
a construction loan with just 
10% down on amounts up to 
$1.25 million with no private 
mortgage insurance (PMI), and 
a zero-down, no-PMI program 
for first-time homebuyers 
on loans up to $650,000.

Sandi’s dedication to providing 
white-glove service has not 
gone unnoticed. She has been 
named one of Scotsman Guide’s 
Top Female Originators for four 
consecutive years, ranking sixth 
in the country from 2020 to 
2023. She has also consistently 

placed in the top 50 among 
all originators nationwide.

For Sandi, trust and long-term 
relationships have built the 
foundation for her success in the 
industry. “It takes time to earn 
trust, and I am always in for the 
long haul,” she said. Beyond the 
closing table, Sandi even assists 
clients with escrow accounts, 
principal pay downs, and payoffs 
long after the initial transaction.

Sandi has kept a close eye on 
industry changes over the years 
and has noticed a shift toward 
more financially savvy consumers 

— a trend she welcomes. “It 
means that consumers are just 
more aware of the importance 
of having good credit and 
savings, and have a broader 
understanding of financing one 
of the biggest purchases they 
will ever make in their lifetime,” 
she explained. To meet these 
evolving needs, Sandi equips 
her clients with comprehensive 
scenarios that empower them to 
make informed decisions aligned 
with their financial goals.

Beyond her professional 
achievements, Sandi finds 
fulfillment in her personal life. 
She and her husband, Simon, 
make annual trips to Australia to 
visit family, including their young 
grandson, Lenny. At home, Sandi 
dedicates her free time to Koi 
rescue, providing a retirement 
haven for the fish in her ponds.

When she looks to the future, 
Sandi remains committed to 
education and collaboration 
within the real estate community. 
She offers to conduct Mortgage 
Financing 101 seminars for 
REALTOR® groups, sharing her 
expertise on available programs, 
updates, and guidelines.

As the real estate landscape 
continues to evolve, Alliant Credit 
Union stands ready to guide 
clients and partners through 
the intricacies of mortgage 
financing. With her wealth of 
experience and commitment to 
service, Sandi embodies the ideal 
of a true mortgage professional 
in today’s dynamic market.

For more information about Sandi  

and Alliant Credit Union, visit 

alliantcreditunion.org or call 586-871-8002.

CONTACT

US!
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MOVES FAST
Oakland County’s Real Estate

Follow Oakland County Real Producers
on social media to keep up.

O A K L A N D  C O U N T Y

@realproducersofoaklandcounty

@realproducersofoaklandcounty

@realproducersofoaklandcounty

Opening doors
when other
lenders can’t.

Amanda Leonard
Loan O�cer  NMLS #1907328

43252 Woodward Ave. Suite 202
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-895-2278
amanda.leonard@ccm.com
crosscountrymortgage.com/amanda-leonard
         @mortgagesbymanda

• comprehensive expertise
• personalized approach
• diverse range of options
• long-term support
• exceptional customer service
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PHOTOS BY RENAE FRANCES PHOTOGRAPHY

PHOTOS TAKEN AT LOMBARDO HOMES MODEL AT STILLWATER CROSSING IN MACOMB TOWNSHIP

A shley Rewold Alexander didn’t 
follow a typical path into real 
estate. After spending years as a 

registered nurse and working leadership 
roles at her family’s hotel business, 
she brought a unique blend of care, 
discipline, and real-world experience  
to her next chapter. Now an agent at  
@properties Christie’s International Real 
Estate, Ashley has established herself 
as someone who prioritizes trust and 
meaningful relationships with clients.

Prior to entering real estate, Ashley 
spent a decade as a registered nurse, 
developing a strong foundation of 
care and attention to detail. She then 
joined her family’s business at Royal 
Park Hotel, where she completed 
an intensive 18-month internship, 
working in every department — from 
housekeeping to front desk operations. 
This ground-up experience gave 
Ashley a deep understanding of how 
businesses function at every level. She 
later advanced to proprietor, where she 

assisted the general manager by 
overseeing daily operations 

and leading the team 
before transitioning to 

director of human 
resources after 

the hotel was 
sold in 2022.

In July of 
2024, Ashley 
launched 
her real 
estate career 
and quickly 
began creating 

a name for 
herself. In her 

first full year 
as an agent, she 

achieved $6.5 million 
in sales, contributing 

to an impressive $8 million in total 
career volume. An active member 
of the National Association of 
REALTORS® (NAR), Ashley has also 
been recognized as a Rising Star by 
her brokerage and named among 
the Top 1,000 by Real Producers.

Despite her achievements in less than 
two years in the industry, Ashley is 
more focused on building meaningful 
relationships that extend far beyond a 
single deal. “I lead with relationships 
and let everything else follow,” she 
explained. “I believe trust is earned, 
not assumed, and I’ve built my 
business by showing up consistently, 
doing the right thing, and putting 
people first — every single time.”

In her early days as an agent, Ashley 
faced the challenge of building a 
brand that felt true to who she is while 
distinguishing herself in a competitive 
market. She relied on the strong work 
ethic instilled in her by her family 
and focused on earning trust and 
prioritizing clear communication 
rather than taking shortcuts.

Real estate provides Ashley with the 
flexibility to be present for her family 
while pursuing a career that both 
challenges and fulfills her. As a mother 
to 5-year-old Dawson and 2-year-old 

shleyAR E W O L D 
A L E X A N D E R

A Career Built 
on Trust, 

Relationships, 
& Integrity

RISING STAR
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Sloane, she 
strives to lead 
by example, 
showing 
her children 
what passion, 
dedication, and 
hard work look 
like each day. 
Her commitment 
to service is 
deeply rooted — her 
grandfather proudly served 
as the first mayor of Rochester — 
and Ashley continues to honor that 
legacy by finding meaningful ways to 
give back to the community she loves.

As she looks to the future, Ashley 
is focused on building something 
that lasts. Her goal is to continue 
developing a trusted, relationship-
driven business that grows with 
intention. She also wants to be known 
for integrity, consistency, and the care 
she brings to every client experience.

For real estate professionals who are 
beginning their careers, Ashley reminds 
them to focus on relationships before 
results. “The business will come if you 
commit to earning trust, showing up 
consistently, and doing the right thing 
— even when no one is watching,” 
she said. Ashley also encourages new 
agents to be patient with themselves, 
reminding them that success isn’t 
overnight and that consistency 
always beats intensity. “Surround 
yourself with people who support 
you, challenge you, and genuinely 
want to see you win. Finding the right 
brokerage, mentors, and community 
make all the difference,” she added.

From healthcare to hospitality to real 
estate, Ashley’s journey has been 
defined by a steadfast commitment 
to serving others. As she continues to 
grow her business, Ashley remains 
committed to building a career 
defined not just by success, but by 
the impact she leaves behind. 

The business will 
come if you commit to 
earning trust, showing 
up consistently, and 
doing the right thing 
— even when no 
one is watching.”
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248-915-8888
aaronsestatesales.com

Aaron’s Estate Sales is the trusted partner for top-producing agents 
who want to deliver more value to their clients during transitions. 
Whether it’s downsizing, relocating, or settling an estate—our expert 

team turns homes full of belongings into meaningful returns, fast.

Aaron’s Estate Sales
Michigan’s Most Trusted Name
in Estate Sales & Auctions

Maximize 
Your Client’s Home Value

with a Professional Estate Sale

End-to-End Service: 

From initial consultation to 
clean-out, we handle everything.

Industry Leaders: 

Over 5,000+ estate sales conducted 
with unmatched professionalism.

Massive Reach: 

Your client’s items are marketed to 
500,000+ monthly buyers through 
our powerful advertising network.

Auction-Grade Expertise: 
High-value items? 

We place them in front of a global 
audience through our in-house 
auction house, Block Auction House.

Why it matters to you:

• Higher property value 
   after liquidation
• Faster listing prep
• A smoother experience for clients

LIKE A SPA DAY— FOR YOUR HOME.
TOTAL CARE. ZERO STRESS.

• Gutter Cleaning

• Pressure Washing

• Dryer Vent Cleaning

• Window Cleaning

• HVAC Filter & A/C Coil 

• Smoke / CO Detector
Batteries & Test

• Lubricate Garage Door

• Clean Refrigerator Coil

• Hot Water Heater Flush

• More

Preventative maintenance helps eliminate fire hazards, water damage and wood rot.
"I was thrilled to recommend Totally Maintained to one of my clients, as we were getting ready to 

list their home for sale. Totally Maintained did a complete house wash, as well as pressure 
washed a few areas. They got the home spruced up and looking its best. With their help, we had 

over 75 showings, received multiple offers and sold over asking in just a few days. I highly 
recommend Totally Maintained and will continue to send my clients to them in the future."

- Jillian Moutafis, Real Estate One

Contact us today! >> 248.297.3485
TotallyMaintained.com • sales@totallymaintained.com

BUYERS NOTICE EVERYTHING — 
ESPECIALLY CLEANLINESS.

At Neat Freaks, we help realtors present homes in 
their best light we specialize in detail-focused 

cleaning that enhances every showing.

• Deep Cleaning for Listings
• Move-Out & Turnover Services
• Last-Minute Availability
• Dependable, professional crews who deliver 

consistent high-end results 

Your listings deserve more than “clean.”
They deserve market-ready.

Call or Text:  586-303-5788 | Neatfreaks-mi.com
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KA L A J - M I CAKOV I C

BEHIND-THE-SCENES ALL-STAR

Jessica “Jess” Woodbeck, founder and CEO of 
Thrive Realty Co., believes Tina is the engine behind 
so much of the brokerage’s success over the past 
two years. “Whether it’s onboarding, retention, or 
daily operations, Tina doesn’t just manage tasks 
— she builds systems that allow our people to win 
consistently. That impact touches every agent, every 
client, and every part of our business,” Jess explained.

Jess credits Tina’s mindset and management as 
a major force within the organization. “Tina is a 
team player and is willing to jump in wherever 
she can to improve the outcome,” Jess said. “She 
sees what needs to happen, takes responsibility 
for it, and follows it through to completion.”

“There’s also a quiet strength in Tina’s leadership,” 
Jess added. “She doesn’t need to be the loudest 
voice in the room to create impact. She represents 
what leadership looks like behind the scenes, and 
I’m incredibly proud to have her in that role.”

Position/Title: Director of Operations

Office/Company: Thrive Realty Co.

How long have you been working for/
with the person who nominated you?:  Just 
celebrated my 2-year anniversary!

How long have you been working in 
the real estate industry?: 22 years

1. What did you do before you began 

working in your current position? 

Before stepping into my current role, I spent 19 
years working as the right hand and director of 
operations for a broker I deeply respected and 
loved working alongside. In that role, I oversaw 
the daily operations of the business, including 
systems, compliance, agent support, and office 
management, while helping build and maintain 
the operational foundation that allowed the 
brokerage to grow and function at a high level.

When he sadly passed away, it marked a turning 
point in my career. His leadership, knowledge, 
and vision for real estate set a very high standard 
for me, and it led me on a thoughtful search 
for a brokerage that shared the same level of 
integrity, operational excellence, and commitment 
to doing real estate the right way. That journey 
ultimately brought me to Thrive, where I found 
a culture and leadership aligned with the values 
and standards I had built my career around.

2. What does your typical workday look like? 

My day is a mix of strategic planning and  
hands-on execution. I oversee transaction 
management, operational systems, agent 
support workflows, compliance, and internal 
processes. I collaborate closely with leadership, 
lenders, and title partners to make sure deals 
move smoothly while also building systems 
that improve efficiency, consistency, and the 
overall experience for both agents and clients.

3. How would you describe your job in one word? 

Impactful

4. Why do you think you excel at your job? 

I lead with loyalty, accountability, and a strong 
sense of responsibility to both the company and 
the agents I support. I take great pride in protecting 
the integrity of the business, the standards we 
operate by, and the people who trust me to have 
their backs. I’m proactive by nature, focused on 
building systems and safeguards that support 
agents, protect their time and deals, and ensure 
the company operates with consistency and care.

5. What is the most rewarding aspect of your job? 

Seeing agents succeed because they’re supported. 
Knowing that my work behind the scenes helps 
reduce stress, protect deals, and create a better 
experience for clients is incredibly rewarding.

6. What is the most challenging aspect of your job? 

The most challenging aspect of my job is managing 
my own sense of urgency in an industry where 
not everything moves as quickly as I’d like. I’m 
naturally driven to get things done immediately and 
thoroughly, so balancing that pace with external 
timelines, multiple parties, and shifting priorities 
requires constant adjustment and patience.

7. What is one thing about you that others 

might find surprising or interesting? 

People might be surprised to know that my 
given name is Valentina and that I speak fluent 

Albanian. It’s a strong connection to my cultural 
background and has shaped how I communicate, 
build trust, and connect with people. That same 
sense of connection carries into my work.

8. When you’re not working, what 

do you like to do for fun? 

When I’m not working, I’m a homebody at heart. 
I enjoy spending quality time with my husband 
and kids, being present at home, and recharging 
with my family. Family is my foundation 
and the most important part of my life.

9. How do you feel about being nominated 

as a Behind-the-Scenes All-Star? 

I’m truly honored and grateful. Being 
recognized for behind-the-scenes work means 
a lot, especially because this role is often about 
supporting others quietly and consistently.

10. Is there anything else you’d like to share 

about yourself, your job, or your relationship 

with the person who nominated you? 

Trust, consistency, and loyalty are the foundation of 
how I work. Being nominated by Justin and Jessica 
Woodbeck is especially meaningful to me, as it 
reflects the journey that brought me here — finding 
a broker whose vision, values, and commitment 
to real estate align with the standards I built my 
career on. I’m grateful to work alongside leadership 
that values both people and process, and to be part 
of a company where that alignment truly exists.

Tina
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MAKE THEM LOOK TWICE
MLS Photos | Property Videos | Drone Photos + Videos

summitmediahq.com | 248.875.7762

A House Is
Not A Home

Until We’ve Inspected it!
TRUSTED • RELIABLE • THOROUGH • EXPERIENCED

Contact us today to easily schedule your client’s inspection.

810.577.0670 • FisherHomeInspectionsLLC.com
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WHO DO YOU TRUST
With Your Real Estate Business?

We want to know which local vendors you’d recommend to other agents in [Market].

Send your list of most trusted partners to terra.csotty@n2co.com 

Mortgage Lending
Title Company

O A K L A N D  C O U N T Y

Builders
Client & Referral Gifts

Home Repairs
Home Warranty

Insurance
Moving Services

Property Management
Inspections

GOINGGOINGGONE.BIZ CALL TODAY 248-896-8063

GOING GOING GONE!GOING GOING GONE!

Friendly People, Great Service!

• Family Owned and Operated
• We Donate Furniture and Appliances to Veterans & Those in Need
• Send Us Pictures and We Will Send You a Quote!
• Call Ted NOW to Get Your $50 Discount!

Renovations Simplified
Design. Construction. Financing.

Chat with Andrew
(586) 301-6063
Andrew@renovationsells.com

(810) 300-5003
INFO@JM-VISUALS.COM

***Terra Csotty's go to company
for Beyond the Bio Podcast
with Terra the Connector***

HDR PHOTOGRAPHY  |  VIDEOGRAPHY  |  AERIAL PHOTO & VIDEO

3-D WALKTHROUGHS  |  ZILLOW SHOWCASE

VIRTUAL STAGING  |  FLOOR PLANS

MICHIGAN’S  TRUSTED REAL  ESTATE PHOTOGRAPHY EXPERT

Providing real estate marketing and images with proven results.

 Elias Sesi • Owner/Founder
esesi@fieldstone-title.com • (248) 318-3358    

MORE THAN TITLE.

Built on Integrity.
Driven by Growth.

Focused on You.

A Partner in Growth.

FIGHTING HUMAN TRAFFICKING

WORLDWIDE
n2gives.com

WHO DO
YOU TRUST

With Your Real Estate Business?

We want to know which local
vendors you’d recommend to

other agents in Oakland County

Send your list of most trusted
partners to terra.csotty@n2co.com or

recommend someone at
www.oaklandcountyrealproducers.com

O A K L A N D  C O U N T Y
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Excellence in 
Every Transaction

Chase
PHOTOS BY RENAE FRANCES PHOTOGRAPHY

PHOTOS TAKEN AT TOLL BROTHERS AT THE 

RESERVE AT CRYSTAL LAKE

AGENT ON THE RISE

As a luxury living specialist with Icon 
Realty Experts, Takorrah Chase has 
built a reputation for delivering a 
client-first experience. Known for her 
strategic approach and commitment 
to excellence, she continues to raise 
the standard for what clients can 
expect in today’s market. Her work 
consistently reflects not just strong 
results, but a higher level of service.

Takorrah’s foundation in real estate was built long 
before she entered sales. Her journey began in 
2012 in the property management sector, where 
she spent five years learning the fundamental 
elements of the industry and immersing herself in 
the operational side of the industry — mastering 
leasing, navigating complex delinquency, handling 
acquisitions, and managing the full life cycle of 
tenant relations. She specialized in leasing and 
delinquency management, overseeing everything 
from tenant applications and income verification 
to account recording and court evictions.

Takorrah also consistently leased between 10 
and 20 homes per month while maintaining 
high occupancy rates and ensuring operational 
efficiency. Her deep understanding of contracts, 
tenant screening, property operations, and financial 
oversight gave her an advantage, and that behind-
the-scenes expertise now provides her clients with 
a distinct edge in today’s competitive market.

By 2017, Takorrah knew she was capable of 
more. Driven by a desire for growth, impact, and 
ownership over her future, she made the transition 
into real estate sales — a decision that would 
redefine her path and unlock her full potential.

Since her pivot into sales, Takorrah has continued 
to rise, earning recognition from several respected 
platforms. She has been honored by Hour Detroit 

magazine, named a Best of Zillow top agent, and 
recognized as a Top 500 agent by Real Producers. In the 
past year alone, she closed $8.3 million in sales — an 
achievement that reflects not only her work ethic, but 
also the trust she builds with every client she serves.

Takorrah
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At Lock Lending Group, our 
goal is to help homebuyers 
with expert advice, great rates, 
and a smooth mortgage 
process. We’re dedicated to 
o�ering personalized solutions 
that make owning a home 
easier and less stressful.

· Full time personal concierge service

· One point of contact for all your title needs

· Committed to a positive and low stress        
  experience for all parties involved

DEDICATED TO PROVIDING A 
SUPERIOR CLIENT EXPERIENCE FROM 
INITIAL CONTACT TO FINAL CLOSING

JASON MITTLER
NMLS - 1117454

Executive Mortgage Banker
586-383-8700 | locklendinggroup.com
jason@locklendinggroup.com

GINA VILLENEUVE
248-212-0588
gina@firstrate-title.com

Helping Your Clients
Achieve Their
Dream Home

What truly sets Takorrah apart is her 
philosophy. She believes real estate 
is not just about buying or selling but 
about positioning, presentation, and 
protecting her clients’ best interests 
at every turn. Her approach is both 
strategic and personal, blending sharp 
negotiation skills with a concierge-
level experience that is tailored to 
each client’s unique goals. “Real 
estate doesn’t stop when you reach 
the closing table — it’s a relationship 
that continues to evolve,” she said.

Like many in the industry, Takorrah has 
faced the challenges of an ever-changing 
market. What defines her, however, 
is how she responds. Grounded in 
resilience and fueled by purpose, she 
meets obstacles with clarity, adaptability, 
and a refusal to settle for anything less 
than growth. Each experience has shaped 
her into a professional who leads with 
confidence and executes with precision.

While her business continues to flourish, 
Takorrah considers her greatest personal 
accomplishment to be beyond real estate. 
As a mother of five children — ages 11 to 
20 — she carries her role with the same 
passion, discipline, and heart that she 
brings to her career. It is this balance — 
of strength and softness, ambition and 
purpose — that truly defines who she is.

For those looking to follow in her 
footsteps, Takorrah offers a simple 
truth: Success in real estate is built 
on consistency, strategy, and the 
willingness to keep going — especially 
when the results aren’t immediate. 
According to her, these qualities 
are key to growing and sustaining 
a successful real estate business.

With a clear vision for her future 
and an unwavering commitment to 
excellence, Takorrah continues to 
elevate both her business and her life. 
As she grows her presence in the luxury 
market, she remains focused on creating 
opportunities — not only for herself, but 
also for the clients and agents who are 
to follow her lead. With her journey still 
unfolding, one thing remains certain: 
Takorrah is only getting started! 

“Real estate doesn’t stop when 
you reach the closing table — it’s a 

relationship that continues to evolve.”
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AVERAGE
SALES VOLUME

PER AGENT

AVERAGE TRANSACTIONS
PER AGENT 

32

$7,556,995,371
SALES

VOLUME

16,178
TOTAL

TRANSACTIONS

$15,113,991

HERE'S WHAT THE TOP AGENTS
IN OAKLAND COUNTY SOLD IN

2025...

2025
 BY THE

NUMBERS

Official Partner
for Moving Services

Contact us Today
for a Free Quote!

734-484-1717

Mention Real Producers 
for up to 2 Months of 

FREE Storage 
TILE & GROUT TRUSTED

REALTOR
TESTIMONY

CARPET

Area Rug
Window Treatments
Fiber Protection
Wood Floor

248-584-1819

Carpet
Tile & Grout
Leather
Upholstery

WE 
CLEAN

SOCIAL MEDIA:
@Chets_Cleaning

WEBSITE:
www.ChetsCleaning.com

"Chet’s Cleaning has always been my 
�rst choice! As a real estate agent, I 

understand the importance of 
maintaining a pristine look in 

properties, and their team did not 
disappoint. They arrived on time, were 
highly professional, and transformed 
my carpets and upholstery to look like 

new! Their attention to detail and 
commitment to customer satisfaction 

truly sets them apart. I highly 
recommend to all my family & clients 
Chet’s Cleaning for those seeking to 

elevate the appearance of their home!" 
 - Kyle Matta

HOME FOR EVERY
NEW BEGINNING

A HEALTHY 

Ask About Our Referral Program

VISIT OUR
REALTOR PAGE

Paul Sadowski 
Marketing@chetscleaning.com
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���������������������������
��������
�	�������

Jon Wojtowicz, Broker / Owner 
NMLS# 1220580
O 248.940.3642  |  M 248.225.6728
jon@mybetterrate.com  |  mybetterrate.com
390 Park St, Suite 100  |  Birmingham, MI

Equal Housing Lender, Company NMLS: 1852295, State Licensing: CA LIC# DRE 02092189 | CA 60DBO113152

CO Mortgage Company Registration | FL LIC# MLD1865 | MI LIC# FL0022505 | NE Mortgage Banker License | OH RM.804713.000

Get a FREE
personalized 
quote today!

Get a FREE
personalized 
quote today!
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BENDERNAGEL

PHOTOS BY EMILY 

LYNN CREATIVE

TOP PRODUCER

David Bendernagel has 
built a real estate career 
grounded in relationships 
and gratitude. “For me, 
real estate isn’t just about 
selling homes: It’s about 
building relationships, 
strengthening the 
community around me, 
and knowing I’ve helped 
people move forward in 
a positive way,” he said.

Before entering the real 
estate industry in 2012, 
David earned a bachelor’s 
degree in criminology 
from Eastern Michigan 
University and went on 
to work in home security 
sales and at his father-
in-law’s steel fabrication 
company. “My wife and 
father-in-law were my 
biggest supporters,” David 
said. “They encouraged 
me to pursue a career 
in sales because they 
saw how naturally I 
connected with people.”

Now an associate broker 
with @properties Christie’s 
International Real Estate 
and owner of Sold by DB, 
he has since accumulated 
an impressive $150 
million in career sales, 
closed nearly 500 homes, 
and received over 200 
Zillow reviews. He also 
has earned recognition 
as an Hour Detroit 
Top 5% REALTOR® 
and obtained multiple 
honors from his previous 
brokerages, including 
the Top Block Service 

David Grounded 
in Gratitude
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Award, Top Producer 
Award, and the prestigious 
President’s Award. 

Even with his achievements, 
David admits that real 
estate comes with its fair 
share of challenges. “The 
emotional ups and downs 
can be tough,” he said. 
“Clients are making huge 
life decisions, and things 
like market changes or 
inspection issues can throw 
everyone into a tailspin.” 

When it comes to dealing 
with client uncertainties, 
David is all about 
communication, composure, 
and collaboration. “When a 
deal’s on the verge of falling 
apart, we jump on a call 
with all parties, spell out the 
options, and work through it 
step by step,” he explained. 
“That teamwork has saved 
more deals than I can count.”

For David, the reward always 
outweighs the stress. “The 
most rewarding part of my 
business is the moment I 
hand over the keys and see 
the client’s genuine smile,” 
he said. Whether it’s a 
first-time buyer or a family 
moving into their forever 
home, those moments 
of joy are what fuel him. 
“Knowing we made a big 
life transition smooth and 
successful is what truly 
drives me,” David added.

Recently, David transitioned 
his business to @properties 
Christie’s International 
Real Estate. While he is 
excited about this new 
chapter, he carries forward 
a deep appreciation for the 
relationships that helped 

shape his career. “I truly 
value the time I had at 
the Glover Agency, what 
I learned there, and the 
great people I met,” he 
shared. Now part of the 
@properties Christie’s 
International Real Estate 
network, David continues 
his commitment to 
growth, investing heavily 
in ongoing education to 
ensure he stays sharp and 
ahead of industry trends.

Despite his career success, 
David remains focused 
on what truly matters: 
his family. “My family is 
my ‘why,’” he said. “They 
remind me every day what 
really matters and keep me 
grounded in relationships 
and community.”

According to David, his 
world revolves around his 
family. He and his wife, 
Allie, have been together 
for 24 years and were high 
school sweethearts who 
have built a life filled with 
laughter and adventure. 
Together, they have four 
children — twin daughters 
Kate and Hayden, and sons 
Henrik and Finn. “Our 
kids’ travel sports keep us 
busy, but we love every 
second of it,” David said. 
“We’re always at the rink, 
on the field, or planning 
our next family trip. No 
matter where we are, we 
always make it a priority 
to slow down, have fun, 
and enjoy time together.”

When he isn’t helping 
clients or traveling with 
family, David gives back 
to the community that 
shaped him. “I believe 

in helping others and 
creating opportunities 
for people to thrive,” he 
said. From participating 
in local charity drives to 
organizing community 
initiatives like his 
winter clothing drive, 
his philanthropy comes 
from a place of deep 
appreciation. “I’m 
motivated by the chance 
to make a difference and 
show gratitude for the 
life and opportunities my 
family and I have been 
given,” David added.

In his free time, David 
enjoys reading true crime, 
listening to country music, 
and watching his favorite 
films. “I love a good 
story — whether it’s in a 
book, a song, or a movie,” 
he said. “It’s all about 
connection and emotion 
— just like real estate.”

For aspiring agents, David 
wants to remind them 
to never give up. “You’ll 
face objections and tough 
days, but persistence wins 
in this business,” he said. 
David also believes that 
being sincere is the key 
to success. “I treat every 
client like family and 
always do the right thing 
— even when no one’s 
watching,” he shared.

At the end of the day, David 
measures success not by 
the number of homes sold 
but by the lives he has 
touched. “I genuinely care 
about people,” he said. 
“My approach is rooted in 
service, trust, and integrity 
— and that’s what I hope 
people remember most.” 
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248.688.5917  |  tom@dynagenlending.com   
NMLS# 2179695  |  dynagenlending.com

28588 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 400, Southfield, MI 48034

TOM KINAIA  |  MLS# 1857679

HOME
FINANCING, 
MADE HUMAN
From your first home to your next 
one, Dynagen pairs competitive 
options with people who actually pick 
up the phone — and get you to the 
closing table on time.

“You’ll face objections and 
tough days, but persistence 

wins in this business.”
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Alanna Denha
Owner | Top Title Group

(248) 833-6220
Toptitlegroup.net

TOP
Where

Realtors Get the

Experience

Available 
nights and 
weekends!

CALL OR TEXT 248-807-6730  |  ryan@davisburginspections.com  |  davisburginspections.com

� HOME INSPECTION

� SEWER SCOPE

� RADON TESTING

� COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL WATER TESTING 

INSPECTED ONCE,
INSPECTED RIGHT!
We’re there for you every step of the way.

Your vision.
IN FOCUS.
IN THE SPOTLIGHT.

Michael Nafso
248.770.0508

truvisionmarketing.com

Video Marketing
Social Media Management
Business Feature Spotlights
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NMLS# 1805970

Illuminate Your Listings
From Quick Fixes to Full Installs, We’ve Got Your 
Electrical Needs Covered—On Time, Every Time!

Electrical Installations, Repairs & Replacements
Generator Installations, Repairs & Replacements

Need an electrician you can trust? Call Brendan today!

2 4 8 . 3 1 8 . 7 8 3 4

D & J Electric Company



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063


