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There are plenty of ways

to celebrate summer in
Hampton Roads, but this
year’s Real Producers
Derby Days event may have
featured the most unique
guest we’ve ever welcomed.

His name is RoadTrip,
affectionately known as
“Roadie.” The handsome
Thoroughbred/Quarter Horse
gelding spent the afternoon
charming guests, posing for
photos, and proving that
sometimes the Dog Days of
Summer can arrive on four
hooves instead of four paws.

Roadie comes with an
impressive pedigree. His
great-grandfather is none
other than Secretariat, the
legendary Triple Crown
winner whose records
still stand after more than
50 years. But unlike his
famous ancestor, Roadie
isn’t concerned with racing
records or speed. His
specialties include making
new friends, posing for
pictures, accepting treats,

Event Recap

Roadie Steals the Show at Derby Days

and enthusiastically licking
unsuspecting guests.

That’s right, Roadie has
developed a reputation
for behaving more like a
Labrador retriever than
a horse. Visitors quickly
learned that if they stood
close enough for a photo,
they might receive an
unexpected horse Kkiss.
Roadie’s affectionate
personality and playful
antics made him an instant
crowd favorite, drawing
smiles and laughter
throughout the event.

Adding even more
authenticity to the Derby Day
experience was Annabelle
Johnson, Roadie’s very own
human and accomplished
young equestrian. Annabelle
arrived dressed as a jockey
and spent the afternoon
introducing guests to her
beloved horse while sharing
her passion for riding.

At just 11 years old,
Annabelle has already
compiled an impressive list

of accomplishments. She
was named the 2024 Virginia
State 4-H Grand Champion in
Pleasure Pony and followed
that achievement in 2025 by
earning Reserve Champion
honors in the North

Carolina Show Series Pony
Hunter division and Grand
Champion in the Virginia
Show Series for jumping 2’3.”

Together, Annabelle and
Roadie created one of the
most memorable experiences
of the day.

Of course, Derby Days was
about much more than
horses. It was an opportunity
for Hampton Roads’ top

real estate professionals

and Real Producers vetted
preferred partners to

gather, connect, celebrate
relationships, and enjoy an
afternoon of fun in a relaxed
setting. From Derby attire
and golf cart rides to great
conversations, food, drinks,
and networking, the event
once again demonstrated the
strength and camaraderie
that make the Hampton

Roads real estate community
so special.

A heartfelt thank you
goes out to the following
incredible sponsors
who helped make

Derby Days possible:

* HOST Sponsor
Chesapeake Homes (and
yes, those model homes
were spectacular)

* GOLD Sponsor
Title Town Moving

» SILVER Sponsor
Title Concepts

* MOKE Golf Carts for
upgrading our golf
cart rental to brand
new golf carts for
your riding pleasure
and being incredibly
terrific to work with

* Golf Cart Sponsor
Impressive Home
Staging

* Golf Cart Sponsor
Budget Blinds of
Hampton Roads

* Hannah Johnson,
Delightful Deliveries,
and proud owner
of Roadie

* Catherine’s Catering for
consistently delivering
exceptional light bites for
our event

* Level Up Visual Media
for the outstanding
photography and event
video recap

As we celebrate the Dog
Days of Summer, we realize
that sometimes the best
memories come from the
most unexpected event
guests, like a horse who
sometimes thinks he’s a dog.

Thank you to everyone who
attended, sponsored, and
helped make Derby Days
another unforgettable Real
Producers experience. We
can’t wait to see you at the
next event later this month.
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2 HELPING YOUR CLIENTS THRIVE

Your Trusted

Insurance Partner

Over 50 Carriers,
Competitive Quotes

Ensuring your clients get the best
coverage at the best rates.

i
7 Superior Service, Every Time
Think of me as an extension of Your
team—responsive, knowledgeable,
and always ready to help.

Proactive & Client-Focused
I'll only recommend what vour
clients truly need to protect their
new home and dreams.

Let's make your transactions seamiless,
Y TET-300-7O18
i1 shaethomas@goosehead.com
Shae Thomas
Your Go-To Insurance Partner
Thomas & Howard Agency
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WE LOVE WHAT WE DO, AND IT
SHOWS IN Evg}iy ROOM.
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- Deep Cleaning - Move-In/Out Cleaning - Recurring Cleaning
- Airbnb/Rental Cleaning - Office Cleaning
- Post- Construction Cleaning & More

Call or text
757-748-5392 « 757-831-0431

allcleanserv1‘cess@gmall.com KRty il Figuelta
www.kfservicesallclean.com owner

Licensed - Insured - Locally Trusted - Serving Hampton Roads area
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Contact Me Today!
Sydney Balmer
Account Executive

i Mobie: 757-752-0290

) Cmait shalmer@chwpod.oom
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DOG DAYS OF SUMMER.

EVERY GOOD DOG
- DESERVES A YARD.

(Find every family deserves
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Whether it"s room to mn, a
fenced backyard, or o sunny
spaodt by the front door, home

means something special 1o
every member of the famib.

At Title Concepts,
were here 1o help get you there,
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Helping You Today Have A

From Anywhere You Are.

757-819-6682

www titleconcepts. net

8% Veterans United

= Home Loans

AUSTIN BUTLER

Loan Officer
NMLS #2703745
Marine Corps Veteran

302-236-0677
austin.butler@vu.com
VUAustinButler.com

“Just all around the best buying experience
we have ever had.” -James

“Austin Butler was there all the way to the end! Great and
easy to communicate with, had my best interest in hand,
and made the difficult and stressful process easy!” -Wiliam F.

“Austin Butler was absolutely amazing. He was patient with us
during the process of purchasing a new home and selling the
one we currently own and then again when we decided to not
do any of that and just refinance our current home.” -Cherie B.

Connect With Austin Butler and Help More Veterans Get Home.

VA approved lender; Not endorsed or sponsored by the Dept. of Veterans Affairs or any government
agency. NMS #1907 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). Equal Opportunity Lender.(757) 340-0013. 564
Lynnhaven Parkway, Virginia Beach, VA 23452. HamptonRoadsVU.com.




HAMPTON ROADS REALTORS® ASSOCIATION
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~ ELEVATING
' THE LENDING

PROCESS

EMPOWERING OUR CLIENTS

Hampton Roads
REALTORS®
Assoclation

& Virginia
Peninsula

CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE'

Personalized Service:
With a background in Wealth Management, |

REALTORS®

Historic Merger
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Approve

will strengthen the voice

of REALTORS® across the
region, the memberships
of both the Hampton Roads
REALTORS® Association
(HRRA) and Virginia Peninsula
REALTORS® (VPAR) have
voted overwhelmingly
in favor of merging
their organizations.

I n a landmark decision that

The strategic partnership
represents a significant step
forward in creating a stronger,
more unified regional
association that will provide
enhanced value to members
through increased operational
efficiencies, expanded educational opportunities,
and a more powerful collective voice on issues
impacting the real estate industry. By combining
resources and expertise, the new organization will
be better positioned to deliver unparalleled housing
advocacy at the local, state, and federal levels while
continuing to provide exceptional member services.

The merged association will be led by current
HRRA President Phil Kazmierczak, who
emphasized the collaborative effort that made this
milestone possible. “This partnership has been

in the works for nearly 18
months, and I would like to
extend my sincere gratitude
to VPAR President Shavonne
Miles and the five dedicated
workgroups that invested
countless hours to make

this vision a reality,” says
Kazmierczak. “I would also
like to recognize Immediate
Past Presidents Jay Mitchell of
HRRA and David Mohajerin
of VPAR for laying the
foundation and framework
for this strategic partnership.
Additionally, HRRA CEO Dr.
Dawn Kennedy, who will
continue as the CEO of the
merged organization, and her
staff were instrumental in providing support. All
of their leadership and commitment helped create
the path forward for what will become a stronger,
more influential association serving REALTORS®
throughout our region.”

The merger marks the beginning of an exciting

new chapter for REALTORS® across Hampton
Roads and the Virginia Peninsula, creating a unified
organization focused on professional excellence,
member success, and advancing homeownership
opportunities throughout the communities it serves.

ON THEIR JOURNEY
TO HOMEOWNERSHIP

¢

understand the importance of building strong
relationships with clients, | take time to under-
stand their entire financial picture and provide

customized solutions.

24/7 Availability Sets Me Apart:
Life doesn't always run on a 9-to-5,
Monday-through-Friday schedule!

| am available day or night, 365 days
a year, to offer guidance and
support and help get those

quick offers in.

Expert Advice:

As a local lender, | understand our
market, and with years of experience
I can provide valuable insights and
recommendations to our clients,
guiding them through the entire
lending journey.

*This is an advertisement and not a commitment
to lend. Cross Country Mortgage LLC is an
Equal Housing Lender

Liz ¢
Copeland

Sr. Loan Officer & Sales Manager
Virginia Beach, VA

Licensed in VA, NC, MD, and FL
434.466.3289
lizcopelandteam.com

@lifeoflizcope
@ Liz Copeland

Personal NMLS1342399
Branch NMLS1909529
Company NMLS3029

Photo by Kelly Freel, Kelly Freel Photography




the Right Loan
for Your Clients
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Sl lH E BROKE

Broker/Owner
greg@thebrokerva.com — N R alvin@thebrokerva.co
757.642.5078 MORTGAGE EXPERTS — 757.619.4494

The Broker, 1116 Volvo Pkwy, Suite 109, Chesapeake VA 23320 | info@thebrokerva.com | The Broker is a registered DBA of Broker, LLC NMLS# @
2450802 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org (http:/www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/). Programs and rates are subject to change without notice

The Broker, 1116 Volvo Pkwy, Suite 109, Chesapeake VA 23320 | info@thebrokerva.com | The Broker is a registered DBA of Broker, LLC NMLS# @

2450802 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org (http:/www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/). Programs and rates are subject to change without notice




A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Blinds « Shades « Shutters « Drapes
Home Automation

Il BUDGET
l BLINDS

Style and service for every budget.’

When your clients expect a seamless
closing experience, partner with the team
that delivers. Budget Blinds provides
professional measuring, custom design,
and expert installation—handled with clear
communication and white-glove service
from start to finish. Make us your Preferred
Window Treatment Partner and give your
buyers one less thing to worry about.

Mention this ad to receive preferred
partner pricing!

E E Scan or call for a free consultation =
PENINSULA: 757-258-8738
E SOUTHSIDE: 757-356-9996

©2026 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget
Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.




