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YOUR CLIENTS

DESERVE A
CLASSIC
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Modern Techniques with a Classic Approach

20+ Years of Experience
GAF Certified Contractor
Lifetime Warranty

Partner with Classic Roofing
Gar for Fast, Reliable Service
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Meet Toby & Lucy,

'| Our four-legged quality control team!
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High-Quality Materials
Expert Craftsmanship
Timely Completion

Partne r with Kevin Today and
 Revolutionize Your Closings!
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Kevin Kuper

Vice President, Mortgage Lending
NMLS: 756797
Kevin.Kuper@grarate.com

(803) 361-8249
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is Your Hometown Mortgage Banker
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hard to get us He’s extremely
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as easy as possible! done on time.
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Delivering The Peace of Mind All Homebuyers Deserve

DISCOVER WHY HOMEBUYERS LOVE WORKING WITH MARK SMITH

LOCALLY

&

Market Leader, NMLS #156485

Licensed in GA #156485, SC, NC

803-920-8914 | marksmith@atlantichay.com
www.atlantichay.com/marksmith
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professionals only and not intended for distribution to the general public. Atlantic Bay Mortgage Group, L.L.C. NMLS #72043 (nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is an Equal Opportunity Lender. Located at
600 Lynnhaven Parkway Suite 100 Virginia Beach, VA 23452.
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MY NAME IS
JOHN HINKS, JR.

and | love the mortgage business!

Big John's
Got Your Back

JOHN HINKS, JR. | NMLS 335154

(803) 832-2472 —

www.johnhinksjr.com A
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| INSPECTIONS

YOUR TRUSTED CHOICE FOR

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY INSPECTIONS

At NPl Greater Columbia, we truly value the relationships we create with our

b
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Lead Inspector
SC Lic. #RBI 49909

2 LEARN MORE

customers and agents. With our multi-inspector operation, you can expect =

high-guality inspections and exceptional customer servicel

 Concierge Service & Repair Pricing
Estimate Reports
© HUD certificates for Manufactured Homes
¥ Engineering Foundation Evaluations
" Mold & Indoor Air Quality Testing
/" 4-Point Insurance Inspections

%, B03-565-7239

DEAL LOSING

POWER?

Lightning-fast electrical
fixes for busy agents.

# LED Lightening Upgrade
# HVAC PM Services

843.494.8877

# EV Chargers ElectricConnectionlic.com
20+ Years of Experience

# Handyman Services

" Termite Inspections (WDO)
* Sewer Scope Inspections

" Pool & Spa Inspections

¢ Sprinkler Inspections

203K Consulting (1D: A1324) ¥ Water Quality Testing

¥ Home Inspections
¥ Infrared Imaging
¥ Asbestos Testing
¥ Lead Paint Testing

= SecondLookSC@gmail.com

American Home Shield
is here for you.

We are here to support you and your clients’
every step of the way. Whether addressing your
clients’ home warranty needs or helping you
stay connected with clients, we want to make
your job easier.

We offer:

+ Plans that protect parts of systems and appliances
+ A network of independent Pros
* And Market Managers like me to help howewver | can

Contact me for more information.

Aneha Chenault

Market Manager
864.901.8802
aneha.chenault@ahs.com

American
Home Shield
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Preferred Pariners

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Cola Town Construction
and Renovations

(803) 250-1534

Envision Interiors By Jordan
(641) 691-4303
envisioninteriorsbyjordan.com

Jost Homes & Renovations
(803) 600-6061
www.josthomes.com

New Level Construction
(803) 546-6631

Pulte Homes
(843) 353-5447
www.pultehomes.com

HOME INSPECTION
Integrity Property
Inspections, LLC
(803) 521-4816
integrityproperty
inspectionslic.com

Magnolia Inspection Co.
(864) 529-2924
magnoliainspections.com

Metro Home Inspections
(706) 825-1460
metroaugustainspection
services.com

NPI National Home Inspections

(803) 306-2413
npiweb.com/shadwell
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HOME RESTORATION & REPAIR
American Home Shield

(864) 901-8802
ahs.com/realestate

Classic Roofing
(803) 590-7870
classicroofingsc.com

Davis Climate Control
(803) 359-6638
davisclimatecontrol.com

Delta Plumbing LLC
(803) 834-9483
deltaplumbingllic.com

Electric Connection LLC
(843) 494-8877
electricconnectionlic.com

Jaco Heating and Air
(803) 873-6432
jacohvac.com

Magnolia Roofing & Remodeling
(843) 908-5752
magnoliaroofssc.com

Premiere Roofing
(803) 732-3322
roofteam.com

Rock The Top Resurfacing
(803) 998-2088
rockthetopresurfacing.com

South Carolina Real Estate
& Home Solutions
(803) 807-0700

Upgrade Construction & Design
(732) 731-9588

JUNK REMOVAL

Junk King Columbia, SC
(888) 888-5865
junk-king.com/locations/
columbia-sc

MORTGAGE

Assurance Mortgage
(803) 727-8049
assurancemortgage.
com/assurance_officers/
michele-rodgers/

Atlantic Bay Mortgage

- Mark Smith

(803) 920-8914
AtlanticBay.com/MarkSmith

Cross Country Mortgage-
Mark Niosi

(301) 919-6944
ccm.com/mark-niosi

First Citizens Bank

(803) 212-8089
bankers firstcitizens.com/
mortgage/sc/columbia/
ossie-rogers

John Hinks Jr. Mortgage
Team-Lending Path
(803) 832-2472
johnhinksjr.com

Kevin Kuper- Guaranteed
Rate Affinity

(803) 361-8249
homeloansbykevin.com

Mary Gervais Brantley

(803) 862-7220
www.cmghomeloans.com/mysite/
mary-gervais-brantley

Motto Mortgage Beyond
(803) 738-5676

Palmetto Mortgage
Group - Brian Prahl
(803) 727-1941
palmettomtg.com

MOVING / STORAGE

Pro Help Moving and Storage
(803) 776-4357
prohelpmovers.com

Swamp Rabbit Moving
(864) 395-5373
swamprabbitmoving.com

REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY
Blair Cato Pickren
Casterline, LLC

(864) 999-3576
blaircato.com

Brent McGee Law
(803) 739-0550
brentmcgeelaw.com

Law Offices of Bryan Caskey
(803) 708-3252
caskeylawoffice.com

Wylie & Washburn, LLC
(803) 814-0015
wylieandwashburn.com

REAL ESTATE EDUCATION
Real Estate School Of
South Carolina

(803) 791-3800
realestateschoolofsc.com

SEAL EVERY DEAL

WITH NO PLUMBEBING SURPRISES

Keep' Your Liétings Leak Free

MEGAN AND ERIC STEVENS | DELTAPLUMBINGLLC.COM | 803-834-9483




Have an Idea?

Meet

The
Team

Want to pitch,
nominate or
share a really cool
story with our
readers? Scan the
QR code below to

Robert Smith Sierra Smith Amy Porter .
. : . share with our
Co-Owner & Publisher Co- Owner & Publisher Director of X
Advertising Sales sierra.smith@n2co.com Content/Relations Publisher.
robert.smith@realproducersmag.com 402-560-4555 amy.porter@n2co.com

843-560-6278

Jordan Wilson Sheena Summers Chelsea Marne
Director of Client Account Executive Photographer
Experiences, sheena.summers@n2co.com Chelsea Marne Photography
sc.ads@n2co.com 843-560-2681 chelseamarnephotography@gmail.com

724-289-6179

Lucas and Keke Kacie Woods
GVL Real Estate Productions Photographer
info@greenvillereal KWoods Photography
estateproductions.com kacierushton@gmail.com
864-528-7147 864-980-5784

DISCLAIMER: The articles and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company
d/b/a Real Producers (“N2”). Advertisements appearing in this publication are paid placements and are not endorsed or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the
statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this publication may include content created with the
assistance of artificial intelligence (Al) tools by authors or contributors and may not be independently verified by N2.
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ESTATE PRE-LICENSING YOUR GUIDE 2-DAY EXAM
SCHOOL TtextBOOK TOA RESCUE BOOTCAMP

o SOUTH Ourall-new texthookis E%EE,SZS,LUL INTENSIVE. FOCUSED. RESULTS-DRIVEN.
designed with today's student For students who need that extra edge. Our 2-day bootcamp delivers high-

CAROLI NA in mind—clear, current, and REAL ESTATE impact review of the most tested topics and proven strategies to help you pass
exam-focused. with confidence.

SOUTH CAROLIN - © Aligned with sl

o Plain-English
explanations

Practice questions in every
chapter

REAL ESTATE i O et
SC H 00 I_ L I world application

Expert Training: Proven Success.

@ High-Yield Topics

' @ Exam Strategies

@ practice & Review
UPDATED.

@ Confidence

ENGAGING. ¥ S— /
EFFECTIVE. S REAL REVIEW.
REAL RESULTS.

REAL s,
TATE.
OF Soyry “:gmgl

CHOOSE THE FORMAT THAT WORKS FOR YOU:

INSTRUCTORS YOU KNOW AND LOVE:

Steve Grooms, Reggie Murphy, Bill Beckwith, Mark McAbee,
Jim Hufham, Cain Denny

MELISSA SPROUSE BROWNE, OWNER
BIC, SOUTH CAROLINA REALTY =

IN-PERSON LIVE VIRTUAL SELF-PACED CHARLESTON & COLUMBIA
CLASSROOM INSTRUCTOR-LED ONLINE LOCATIONS
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CONSTRUCTION & DESIGN

HANDY SOLUTIONS FOR HOMES THRT SELL

Whether it’s repairs, renovations, or land clearing, we’re your all-in-one property improvement partner.

Let us handle your Real Estate Punch List!
Call Bob Today! 803.626.3503 | upgradeconstructionanddesign@gmail.com



PUBLISHER’S NOTE
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As we welcome the month of August, I
want to take a moment to express my
sincere gratitude to each of you who
continues to support and engage with
Columbia Real Producers. Whether

you have been a loyal reader since our
very first issue or recently joined our
growing community, your support is what
makes this publication possible. Every
month, we have the privilege of sharing
the stories, successes, and journeys of
some of the most dedicated real estate
professionals and industry partners in the
Midlands, and it is an honor to celebrate
the people who help make our local real
estate community so exceptional.

One of the most rewarding aspects

of publishing this magazine is the
opportunity to highlight the individuals
whose commitment, leadership, and
service are making a meaningful
impact in our industry. This month,

we are proud to feature Lori Carnes
of Keller Williams Palmetto as our
Cover Feature. Lori’s dedication to her
clients, passion for the profession, and
unwavering commitment to excellence
have earned her a well-deserved place
in the spotlight. Her story is one of
perseverance, professionalism, and
purpose, and we are excited for you to
learn more about her journey.

t 2026
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We are also honored to recognize

Devin Thme of Real Broker as our Top
Producer Feature. Devin’s success is a
testament to the power of hard work,
consistency, and a client-first approach.
His accomplishments continue to inspire
those around him, and his story offers
valuable insight into what it takes to
thrive in today’s ever-changing real
estate market.

This month’s Rising Star Feature shines
on Amber Gray of the Chucktown
Homes Team. Amber represents the
next generation of industry leaders,
bringing energy, determination, and

a genuine passion for helping others
achieve their real estate goals. Her rapid
growth and commitment to serving her
clients demonstrate why she is a rising
talent worth watching.

We are equally excited to highlight
Magnolia Inspection Company in
our Partner Spotlight. Behind every
successful transaction is a network of
trusted professionals who help ensure
clients receive exceptional service
throughout the process. Magnolia
Inspection Company exemplifies

the professionalism, reliability, and
expertise that make our industry
stronger, and we are grateful for the

role they play in supporting agents and
homeowners alike.

As you turn the pages of this issue,

I hope you find inspiration in these
stories and in the many achievements
represented throughout our
community. Real estate is more than
transactions—it is about relationships,
service, leadership, and the impact
we make in the lives of others. Thank
you for allowing us to be a part of
your journey and for continuing

to make Columbia Real Producers

a publication worth celebrating
month after month. We are grateful
for each of you and look forward to
continuing to share the stories that
make this community so remarkable.

Wishing you a successful, productive,
and rewarding August.

Robert & Sierra Smith
Publishers of Upstate Real Producers

WYLIE & WASHBURN,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

‘worry leds

T -
e

Kristen Washburn, Esq.
Managing Attorney

615 S. Coit Street
Florence, SC 29501

1601 Hampton Street
Columbia, SC 29201
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We are excited to introduce our newest business sponsors, who
bring fresh perspectives, innovative solutions, and a drive for

success to our community. With their expertise and vision, they are

poised to make a significant impact in their respective industries.

We welcome these dynamic companies with open arms and look
forward to witnessing their growth and achievements as valued
members of our network.

ENVISION INTERIORS

BY JORDAN

Jordan Folsom

641.691.4303
envisioninteriorsby
jordan.com

Envision Interiors is an interior decorating
business built around creating beautiful,
functional spaces that truly reflect the
people who live in them. My approach goes
far beyond making a room look pretty; I
focus on the details, lifestyle needs, budget,
and long-term goals of each client. I want
their home to feel intentional and special to
them. I offer flexible design support, from
one-room refreshes and DIY guidance to full-
home renovations and new build selections.
It’s important my clients to know they are
cared for, and I know we will have a good
time along the way!

I

Envision Interioes by fondan
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ELECTRIC

CONNECTION LLC
Quentin Govan
843.494.8877
electricconnectionlic.com

Founded in 2019, Electric
Connection LLC is a licensed electrical
services company committed to delivering
excellence across a broad range of electrical
projects. Drawing on over 25 years of industry
experience, our team approaches every project
with the expertise and dedication required

to achieve turnkey performance and positive
outcomes. Our mission is to consistently meet
the needs of our clients while upholding

the highest standards of quality, safety, and
professionalism — building a reputation that
speaks for itself.

AMERICAN HOME
SHIELD

Aneha Chenault
864-901-8802
pro.ahs.com

Aneha has been with
American Home Shield for 33 years and has
built lasting relationships with real estate
professionals throughout her career. She

is passionate about working with agents,
watching them grow their businesses, and
helping them better serve their clients
through home warranty protection.
American Home Shield combines 50 years
of experience with strong coverage giving
homeowners help with costly home repairs.

American
Home Shield

A o
= 7 V7

706.825.1460

MetroAugustalnspectionServices.com

"ABDSVALUE TO,
OUR LISTINGS™

REAL ESTATE INSPECTIONS - REAL ESTATE REPAIRS - SECOND OPINIONS
HUAC UNIT REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT - DUCTWWORK REPAIR OR INSTALLATION

WHY DAVIS CLIMATE CONTROL IS BEST FOR YOU!

i Yy - [ 1Y U
O 204 I
PROFESSIONAL COMPETITIVE FAMILY SCHEDULE
& RELIABLE PRICES OWNED SERVICES

DAVIS OUR FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
Ensures to respond to every

CL| MATE customer’s heating and cooling
CONTROL needs as if they were our own

The Name You Can Trust

157 E 2
[ CryLealitec ~
CONTROL SERVICE SCAN
FOR AN
803.359.6638 INSTANT
DAVISCLIMATECONTROL.COM QUQTE

INSPECTIONS THAT EMPOWER YOUR CLIENTS, NOT OVERWHELM THEM.

— 120 day warranty with all services —

METRO

INSPECTION SERVICES

envisioninteriorsbyjordan.com
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PARTNERING TO MAKE
HOMEOWNERSHIP POSSIBLE

When buying a home seems out of reach, we're here to help open the door to new possibilities.
We bring dreams home with our range of affordable lending solutions.

N AW Ossi Rogers First

MPANIES
] Mortgage Banker | NMLS #225423 eg o
-4 m: 803-212-8089 d Citizens

e: ossie.rogers@firstcitizens.com L | Bank(

er
FDI mm  ©2026 First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company. All rights reserved. MM#16362
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@ RockTheTopResurfacing.com L 803.998.2088 RockTheToplnfo@gmail.com

NPT
2 ROCK THE

Affordable Kitchen
Same and Bathroom
Tub. Transformations!

n (TT] »,
Tubs | Tile Walls | Countertops | Floors

HOUSING CENTER

Because Local Mafters

EXCITING NEWS FOR
REAL ESTATE AGENTS: FULL COMMISSION
PAID ON MANUFACTURED HOME SALES!

At 803 Housing Center, we're redefining what manufactured home living looks like—and
making it easier than ever for agents to confidently guide their buyers to affordable, high-
quality homeownership. Today's manufactured homes offer stunning designs, customizable
layouts, split floor plans ideal for multi-generational living, and upgraded finishes like
granite countertops, stainless steel appliances, overhead ducts, and smart home
technology. Even better? \We pay full commission to buyer's agents—no cutbacks, no
exceptions. Your clients win with unbeatable value, and you win with a strong commission
for your expertise.

Modern manufactured homes rival site-built construction in durability, style, and energy
efficiency. Built to HUD standards in a climate-controlled environment, these homes offer
consistent quality, weather resilience, and impressive eco-friendly features like upgraded
insulation and sustainable materials. With flexible placement options—private land or
community settings—and features like built-in porches, fireplaces, and designer cabinetry,
the homes at 803 Housing Center are the perfect fit for today's buyers.

Send your clients our way and experience firsthand how we're changing
the manufactured housing game—one beautifully built home at a time.

LET'S WORK CONTACT:
TOGETHER!  [eoeaiamoegum

BO3HOUSINGCENTEReGMAIL.COM

2



PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

INSPECTION CO.

BRINGING

TO COLUMBIA
HOME BUYERS

Do you want to be featured in an upcoming
issue of CRP? Email us at sierra.smith@
n2co.com to join the list.

MiSNOLLR

e g

he thought of inspections
can daunt even the most
savvy of homebuyers.
But Columbia homebuyers
have an ace up their sleeve:
Jacob Stevenson. When he
founded Magnolia Inspection
Company, he set out to do
more than just check boxes
on a home inspection report.
He created a service dedicated
to empowering home buyers
and real estate professionals
with comprehensive, easy-
to-understand information
that transforms one of
life’s biggest decisions into
a confident next step.

As a licensed home inspector
serving the Columbia area,
Jacob brings a meticulous eye
and genuine passion for helping
people understand the true
condition of their potential
investment. His approach goes
above and beyond simply
identifying issues. He takes time
to educate clients about their
homes, explaining systems and
components in ways that make
sense to both first-time buyers
and seasoned homeowners.

What sets Magnolia Inspection
Company apart is Jacob’s
dedication to thoroughness
without sacrificing clarity.
He understands that a home
inspection report can feel
overwhelming, so he’s
committed to delivering
complicated construction
issues in simple, easy to
understand language. His
inspections cover all the critical
areas, from foundation to roof,
electrical systems to plumbing,
HVAC to structural integrity,
ensuring nothing is overlooked.
But it’s his ability to communicate

these detailed assessments in

a clear, accessible format that
his customers truly appreciate.
Jacob’s clients know exactly what
they are buying when they sign
the dotted line.

The company serves the
Columbia market with a focus

on building lasting relationships
with real estate agents and their
clients. Jacob recognizes that
agents need a reliable inspection
partner they can trust to treat
every client with professionalism
and respect. His timely reports
and willingness to answer
follow-up questions make him an
invaluable resource throughout
the transaction process.

For real estate professionals,
Jacob understands the delicate
balance of providing honest,
thorough inspections while
keeping transactions moving
forward. He maintains a
reputation for being fair and
objective, never creating
unnecessary alarm while also
never minimizing legitimate
concerns. This balanced approach
has made him a trusted partner
for agents who want their clients
well-informed without deals
falling apart over minor issues.

Jacob’s advice to home buyers is
straightforward: never skip the
inspection, and always attend
in person if possible. Being
present during the inspection
allows buyers to ask questions,
learn about their potential
home’s systems, and develop

a maintenance plan from day
one. He believes an informed
buyer is a confident buyer, and
that confidence creates better
outcomes for everyone involved
in the transaction.



MAGNOLIA

INSPECTION CO.

We are a locally owned and operated

full service home inspection company.

We prioritize clear communication with your
clients, ensuring that the inspection process is
free of unnecessary stress. We offer
comprehensive, detailed, and easy-to-read
Home Inspection reports within 24 hours.

* Home Inspections

* CL100s

* HVAC Inspections

* Pre-Drywall Inspections
* Re-Inspections

» Commercial Inspections

Schedule Your Inspection Today!
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As Magnolia Inspection Company
continues serving the Columbia
area, Jacob Stevenson remains
committed to his founding
principle: providing inspection
services that protect his clients’
interests while fostering trust and
transparency in every real estate
transaction. For agents seeking a
dependable inspection partner,
Magnolia Inspection Company
delivers the professionalism and
expertise that keeps deals on
track and clients satisfied.

MAGNOLIA INSPECTION COMPANY
MAGNOLIAINSPECTIONS.COM
864-529-7924

. 864.529.7924

M jacob@Magnolialnspections.com

@ Magnolialnspections.com

CUSTOM HOME BUILDER
CRAFTED WITH EXPERTISE

'H,@MEE

25 YEARS QF E.HCELLEN_L;E

B03.600.606] TRUSTED FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS

JOSTHOMES.COM

Turning mortgage
expertise into
realtor success.

Knowledge Is Key

PARTNER WITH A LENDER WHO ELEVATES YOUR SERVICE.

Loan Originator with 25 Years of Experience.
To get to know me better, please call 301.919.6944

[W] =i %%=[w] Mark E. Niosi  CROSSCOUNTRY
5 Scan for my RRORICALE}

Bio & Unsolicited Equal Housing Opportunity.
NMLS3029

.= Reviews!
Loan Originator/ Branch Manager
. NMLS #216306

Sk <

"r,_
il an..'l-""

WE TAKE THE PAIN OUT OF YOUR MOVE!

(864) 643-2213
sales@swamprabbitmoving.com
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COVER STORY

RELENTLESS. STRATEGIC. UNSTOPPABLE.

WRITTEN BY: AMY PORTER | PHOTOS BY: CHELSEA MARNE PHOTOGRAPHY (CHELSEA MARNE)

LORI CARNES AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL

Some careers
are built.
Others are
lived, shaped
over time by
experience,
resilience,
and an
unwavering
commitment
to people. For
Lori Carnes,
real estate
has never
simply been a
profession—it
has been a
calling rooted
in curiosity,
strengthened
through
adversity,
and elevated
by a genuine
passion

for serving
others at the

highest level.

Long before contracts and
closings, Lori’s love for real
estate began in the simplest of
ways: walking through homes
with her mother as a child,
imagining the possibilities
within each space. That early
fascination quietly planted
the seed for what would
become a remarkable career
spanning more than 30

years. Beginning in property
management in 1995 and
officially earning her real
estate license in 2000, Lori
built her foundation from

the ground up—learning

not only the mechanics

of the industry, but the
human side of it as well.

Her journey has never
been defined by a straight
line. From South Carolina
to Florida and back

again, Lori has navigated
multiple markets and major
industry shifts, including
the intensity of booming
markets and the challenges

of downturns like the 2005-
2006 market correction.
Rather than retreat during
difficult seasons, she leaned
in—adapting, evolving,

and finding opportunity
where others saw obstacles.
Whether working with
foreclosures during market
shifts or stepping into

new construction with

D.R. Horton in 2013, Lori
developed a reputation

for seeing potential where
others could not. She built

a niche around strategically
positioning and successfully
selling homes that others
found difficult, proving early
on that her approach was
anything but ordinary.

That same drive led her to
Keller Williams, where she
not only grew her personal
business but stepped into
leadership, earning her
Broker’s license, teaching
real estate courses, and
ultimately becoming Broker-

in-Charge at Keller Williams
Palmetto in 2020. Her ability
to lead while continuing

to produce at a high level
speaks to the balance she
has carefully cultivated—
one that blends strategy,
experience, and heart.

Today, Lori has built more
than a business—she has
built a team and a legacy.
With over $110 million in
career sales and nearly
$11.7 million in volume last
year alone, her results speak
for themselves. But numbers
only tell part of the story.
Behind those transactions
are relationships—clients
she has guided through
first homes, growing
families, relocations, and
even downsizing years
later. For Lori, every
transaction represents

a chapter in someone’s

life, and being trusted

in those moments is not
something she takes lightly.

Columbia Real Producers - 25



Favorite Quote:

PEOPLE WILL FORGET WHAT YOU SAID,
BUT THEY WILL NEVER FORGET HOW YOU
MADE THEM FEEL.” - MAYA ANGELOU

As her business has grown, recently joined the team More than just a vital their clients receive every
Lori has intentionally as a buyer’s agent, Lori part of the business, Lori step of the way. Their
surrounded herself with works closely with Kaylyn, describes Kaylyn as “her partnership is built not only
people who share her her Executive Assistant rock”—someone whose on professionalism and
commitment to excellence and Client Care Manager, brilliance, loyalty, and trust, but also on a genuine
and client care. Alongside who also happens to be a dedication help create friendship that has become
her son, Nicholas, who licensed real estate broker. the elevated experience an important part of the

Turn More Clients
Into Homeowhnhers
with Portfolio Select

We realize not everyone is in the same situation
when it comes to buying a home. With our
“Portfolio Select” Products, we make homebuying
possible for everyone.

List of Portfolio Select Products
1099 Loan - “Near Miss” Loan « P&L Loan
Bank Statement - No Ratio Loan
Investment Property (DSCR) Loan « Asset Qualifier Loan

THE PALMETTO MORTGAGE GROUP

POWERED BY CROSSCOUNTRY MORTGAGE™

We’'re committed to providing a true white glove customer service experience
from start to finish for you and your clients. From pre-approval to closing,
we keep the buyer’s agent, seller’s agent,and your clients informed every
step of the way with our weekly Tuesday updates. Our goal? Clear to close
at least a week in advance, so everyone involved can enjoy a smooth,
low-stress transaction.

Bz Bkl

NMLS #279339

803-971-7150 » prahlteam@palmettomtg.com « palmettomtg.com

#1LOAN OFFICER FOR THE MIDLANDS

‘I had a fantastic and stress-free experience working
with Brian for my mortgage loan! He is so professional,
knowledgeable and kind! My BEST experience ever
getting a mortgage loan! Thank you so much, Brian!"

- AnnJ.



become an expert at “failing
forward”—using every
challenge as a stepping
stone rather than a setback.
That mindset, paired with
the profound influence of
her late sister—a woman
she describes as a true
powerhouse who rose to
Regional Vice President

at Bank of America while
lifting others along the
way—has shaped Lori into
the resilient, compassionate
leader she is today.

In business, Lori is known
for her personalized,
relationship-driven
approach. She doesn’t just
help clients find homes—she
helps them find the right fit
for their lives, their goals,
and their future. Whether
working with buyers,
sellers, or builders, she
brings a level of strategy
and care that ensures every
client feels seen, heard,

and supported. From
showcasing Lake Murray
properties by both land and
water to leveraging decades

of market insight, she
continually raises the bar
for what a client experience
should be.

Beyond her individual
business, Lori is deeply
committed to the industry
and community she serves.
Through her involvement
with the South Carolina
Realtors Association
Board of Directors and
her leadership as RPAC
Committee Chair for the
Central Carolina Realtors
Association, she actively
works to protect property
rights and strengthen the
future of real estate. Her
passion for community
connection extends

even further, having
hosted a local radio show
dedicated to supporting
small businesses and

Do you want to be featured in an

encouraging others to invest
in their local economy.

At her core, Lori defines
success not by numbers
alone, but by impact,
relationships, and legacy.
It’s about the people she
helps, the trust she builds,
and the example she sets
for those around her. She
leads with intention, serves
with heart, and shows up
every day with a relentless
commitment to excellence.

When asked what she
wants to be remembered
for, her answer is simple
yet powerful: making a
difference through the
relationships she built
and the way she showed
up. And in every sense of
the word, that is exactly
what she is doing. #

upcoming issue of CRP? Email us at
sierra.smith@n2co.com to join the list.

SOPHISTICATION MEETSs EXPERTISE

HoME INSPECTIONS FOR ELITE REAL EsSsTATE AGENTS

OuRr BunNDLE
Packaces OFFER
SAVINGS FOR
YouRrR CLIENTS!

INTEGRITY
PROPERTY
INSPECTIONS LLC

INTEGRITYPROPERTYINSPECTIONSLLC.COM | 803-521-4816

Effortlessly Schedule Your
Client’s Inspection with
our Convenient
One-Stop-Shop Service

TX ZT ) HARRELL. MARTIN
Real Estate Law

Closings can be very STRESSFUL and
WORRIESOME! Having a
knowledgeable and experienced
attorney on your side is CRUCIAL! /
TREY HARRELL is one ] )
of our REAL ESTATE
attorneys and can
assist you with
ensuring that your
transaction is SECURE
and ACCURATELY
EXECUTED!

Contact U\s
803.345.3353

TR REAL PRODUCERS

WIN A
GIFT CARD

A -

$250

E o -E Scan the QR code to enter
i E G

o ﬁ -1 Take our quick survey (it's just 1 minute) and you'll
E Ll T

be entered for a chance to win a $250 gift card.

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open fo legal residents of the U.S. (excluding Arizona, Florida, New York, and Rhode Island), u&e 18 or
older. Void where prohibited. EmrK period begins 9/1/25 and ends 12/31/26 at 11:59 PM ET. Limit one enlré per person. One (1)
winner will be randomly selected each month (on or about the first of each month) to receive a $250 gift card. Odds of winninghde end
on the fotal number of entries received each month. Winners will be nofified via email. The N2 Company, d/b/a REAL PRODUCERS
(collectively, "N2"), reserves the right to cancel, suspend, or modin the promotion if technical or other issues prevent it from running as
plunnei By enrering', participants agree to release and hold N2 harmless from any claims urisinﬂ out of parficipation. N2 is not

responsible for technical errors or issues beyond its control. These rules are governed by the laws of Texas.
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EVENT RECAP

2MovinNG
& STORAGE

SOCIAL

Brings Together the Best in
Columbia Real Estate

30 - August 2026

On June 2, 2026, Columbia Real Producers
welcomed the Top 350 real estate
professionals in the Columbia market,
along with Columbia Real Producers
Alumni and Preferred Partners, for

an unforgettable Summer Social at
Prohibition in Downtown Columbia.

Held in one of the city’s most popular
gathering spots, the event provided
the perfect backdrop for an afternoon
filled with meaningful conversations,
valuable connections, and celebration
of the professionals who continue

to elevate the real estate industry
throughout the Midlands.

From the moment guests arrived,
the atmosphere was energized with

-~ " e

NEW LEVEL

excitement and camaraderie. Attendees
enjoyed complimentary specialty
cocktails and an impressive selection
of heavy hors d’oeuvres provided by
Prohibition while networking with
some of the most accomplished agents
and industry leaders in the region. The
event offered a unique opportunity
for top producers to step away from
their busy schedules, strengthen
existing relationships, and build new
connections within the Columbia Real
Producers community.

One of the hallmarks of Columbia Real
Producers events is the commitment to
creating exclusive experiences for the
area’s leading real estate professionals.
The Summer Social was no exception.

Swnggmgm J

The invite-only gathering brought
together a room full of dedicated agents,
trusted Preferred Partners, and industry
influencers who share a common

goal of supporting one another and
contributing to the continued growth of
the Columbia real estate market.

The afternoon was filled with engaging
conversations, collaboration, and plenty
of laughter as attendees connected with
colleagues and celebrated the successes
of the first half of 2026. Events like

these continue to reinforce the mission
of Columbia Real Producers: fostering
relationships, encouraging collaboration,
and creating opportunities for top
professionals to thrive both personally
and professionally.

PROHIBITION

CONTINUED >
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A special thank you goes to our event
sponsors, SwampRabbit Moving and
New Level Construction, whose support
helped make this incredible event
possible. We would also like to recognize
our media team, Greenville Real Estate
Productions (GVL REP) and Amy
Porter PP’s Photography, for capturing
the energy, connections, and memorable
moments throughout the afternoon.

As Columbia Real Producers continues

to bring together the best agents and
partners in the market, we look forward
to many more opportunities to connect,
celebrate, and grow together. If the
Summer Social was any indication, the
second half of 2026 is shaping up to be an
exciting season for Columbia real estate.

We look forward to seeing everyone at
our upcoming Columbia Real Producers
events as we continue building
relationships, celebrating success, and
strengthening the community that makes
Columbia Real Producers so special.

= @\ Ensure Every Listing
i B Feelslike %/W

Installation | Repair
Preventative Maintenance Plans

JACO HEATING

AND AR -
Will Jaco | 803-319-6798 | jacohvac.com

32 - August 2026

Cola Renovations Made Simple.

EXPERIENCES MADE EXCEPTIONAL.

I

[ ]
2J
Trust is
At Cola Town Construction, we treat every client like family. No chasing

volume. Just honest work, clear communication, and quality craftsmanship. IlOt tlle Olll!)/‘ thi’lg.
Kitchen, Bath & Whole-Home Renovations | Decks | Porches ll)g build luellf

Fences | Handyman Services & More
Sellers Moize: 803.269.3095 | Lynn Moore: 803.552.7066 | Chris Moore: 803.387.3261

4 Incredible New Home
Communities Open Now, and =7,

PUIte HOMES Even More Coming Soon! LENDERS BUILT
TOP PRODUCERS

W DA N

1 WMl

Michele 'L
RODGERS "

Scan to see all of our great B
Columbia communities! Michele Rodgers (803) 727-8049

in Kadar (B03) 983-2763
AssuranceMortgage.com/columbia

pulte.com/columbia |ii|.

Call/Text to Schedule your appointment: 803-797-0444 -1 mn-w-q-ﬁ“nm-
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RISING STAR

Built
from the
Ground
Up

PHOTOS BY: KACIE WOODS
(KWOODS PHOTOGRAPHY)
PHOTOS BY: JET VISIONS
PHOTOGRAPHY

WRITTEN BY: AMY PORTER

Amber Gray’s Story of Resilience and Rise

Amber Gray’s story is not one of overnight success—it is a story
defined by resilience, rebuilding, and a deep commitment

to creating a life rooted in purpose. As a Rising Star with the
Chucktown Homes Team at LPT Realty, Amber has quickly
established herself as a trusted and heartfelt presence in the
real estate industry, but it is the journey behind her success
that truly sets her apart.

In 2022, Amber made the life-changing decision to relocate
from the West Coast to South Carolina with her family, stepping
into a new chapter filled with both excitement and uncertainty.
Just one year later, in 2023, she earned her real estate license—
marking the beginning of a new professional path. But that
same month, her life shifted dramatically as she went through
a separation after 16 years. Suddenly, Amber found herself
starting over completely—without a home, without financial
stability, and navigating life as a single mother of four in a
brand-new state. It was, by her own reflection, one of the most
difficult seasons of her life. But rather than allowing those
circumstances to define her, Amber chose to rise.

With unwavering determination, she committed herself to
rebuilding—both personally and professionally. No matter how
long it took or how hard it became, she would create a new
foundation for herself and her children. For two years, she
worked tirelessly—seven days a week building her real estate
business while also working nights in the service industry just
to make ends meet. The days were long and the weight she
carried was heavy, but her focus never wavered. She showed
up—again and again—not just for her business, but for her
children, determined not only to survive, but to create stability,
a loving home, and opportunity for her family.

That consistency, that grit, and that heart became the
foundation of everything she is today.

Amber is a devoted mother to her four children—Caiden,
Alexis, Parker, and Tinsley—and they remain the heart
behind everything she does. Through every setback and
every long night, it was her children who became her greatest
source of strength and motivation. Balancing the demands of
entrepreneurship with motherhood, she made it a priority to
stay deeply involved in their lives, whether through everyday
routines or shared moments outdoors, by the water, or
exploring new places together. Her journey has become a
living example for her children of resilience, perseverance, and
the power of starting again.

It was this unwavering commitment to her family that fueled
her determination to push forward in her career. As a real
estate agent, Amber specializes in helping first-time homebuyers
and transplants—clients who often find themselves navigating
unfamiliar territory, much like she once did. She approaches
each relationship with empathy, honesty, care, and intention.
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She takes the time to truly LISTEN and understand her clients’
lifestyles, priorities, goals, fears, and what “home” means

to them. Rather than simply sending listings, she becomes a
guide—offering honest insight, steady communication, and
reassurance throughout every step of the process.

One of her most meaningful experiences involved helping a
relocating family who was purchasing a home from a distance
while under significant pressure and uncertainty. With
children to consider and an entirely new area to navigate, the
process felt overwhelming. Amber stepped in as both guide
and advocate, taking time to understand their needs beyond
just the home itself—school systems, neighborhoods, lifestyle
fit, and long-term comfort. Through consistent communication
and steady support, she helped them move through each stage
with confidence. When they finally closed on their home, the
moment was not just about a transaction—it was about relief,
peace, and the feeling of finally being settled. For Amber, those
moments define her purpose. “It’s so much more than real
estate,” she reflects. “It’s about being there for people during
some of the biggest transitions of their lives.”

Now firmly rooted with the Chucktown Homes Team, Amber
has found the alignment she had been searching for—a place
where mentorship, growth, and shared values come together.
That sense of belonging has only fueled her passion further.
Today, she is focused on growing her business with heart, trust,
and intention, helping clients turn what once felt impossible
into reality. She is especially passionate about creating
opportunities for others to achieve homeownership, while
continuing to build a reputation grounded in integrity and
meaningful relationships.

In just over two years in the industry, Amber has produced $8.5
million in volume and continues to build momentum. Yet she
remains grounded in her approach, focused not on numbers,
but on relationships. Her definition of success is rooted in

trust, service, and impact—measured in the families she helps,
the repeat clients she earns, and the referrals that come from
genuine connection.

Outside of real estate, Amber finds joy in life’s simple and
meaningful moments. She loves spending time outdoors

with her children—whether by the water, in the mountains,
or simply enjoying fresh air and sunshine together. She’s a
coffee enthusiast who enjoys discovering local cafés, attending
markets, listening to live music, and embracing spontaneous
adventures whenever possible. These moments not only
recharge her, but keep her grounded in what matters most.

Looking ahead, Amber sees real estate as a long-term path for
both personal and professional growth. Her vision extends
beyond individual success—she hopes to continue building

a reputation rooted in trust, integrity, and meaningful client
relationships, while also expanding her ability to give back in
the future, particularly to women’s shelters supporting those
experiencing domestic violence.

36 - August 2026

Favorit
Quote .

| didn’t just survive my

lowest moments; | used
them as the foundation fo
my greatest growth.

For those entering the industry, Amber offers a perspective
shaped by experience rather than theory. She believes success
in real estate is built on consistency, adaptability, and heart.
Markets will shift and challenges will come, but those who
remain committed to showing up with integrity will endure.
She encourages new agents to prioritize relationships over
transactions, stay coachable, and trust their own journey
rather than comparing it to others.

At her core, Amber leads with heart. It is the thread that
weaves through every part of her story—from the challenges
she has overcome to the way she serves her clients today. She
defines success not by closings, but by connection—by the
trust she builds, the relationships she nurtures, and the lives
she touches along the way. For those entering the industry, her
advice is simple yet powerful: stay consistent, stay coachable,
and never lose sight of your why. In a business where
comparison can be overwhelming, Amber remains grounded
in her own journey, knowing that authenticity is what truly
sets an agent apart.

When asked what she hopes to be remembered for, her answer
is as genuine as her approach to business: showing up for people
when they need it most. Not just as a Realtor, but as someone
who listens, cares, and walks alongside them with compassion
and honesty. Because for Amber Gray, this journey has never
been just about selling homes—it’s about helping others find
their way home, even in life’s most uncertain moments.

BEENTVL
ATTORNEY-A

THE
WINNING
MOVE

From agent to attorney,
Brent knows the moves that
protect your closing.

334 Old Chapin Rd, Lexington
brentmcgeelaw.com ¢ 803.739.0550

SOUTH CAROLINA REAL ESTATE
& HOME SOLUTIONS

Quality Restorations
That Speak for Themselves

TURN EVERY LISTING INTO
A STANDOUT PROPERTY.

Connect with Us Today!
803.807.0700

NEW HOME, FRESH START!

WE HANDLE THE CLEANOUT
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YOUR CLEANOUT PARTNER FROM START T0 FINISH
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Not a Straight Line: The Story
Behind Devin lhme’s Success
There are careers that follow a
straight line—and then there are
careers like Devin Ihme’s, shaped
by experience, resilience, and a
willingness to evolve. As a Top
Producer and owner of Lakeside
Team at Real Broker, LLC,

Devin’s journey into real estate is
anything but conventional. And
yet, it’s precisely that winding
path that has given him the depth,
perspective, and authenticity that
define both his business and the
way he serves others.

Devin first entered the real
estate world in 2004, inspired
by the success of close friends

i Real Broker, LLC

and driven by the promise of
independence and unlimited
potential. At the time, he was
working at Fox 102.3 radio as

a DJ, a creative and fast-paced
environment that sharpened his
communication skills but offered
limited long-term growth. While
those early years in real estate
laid an important foundation,
life would eventually lead him
in other directions—back into
radio as a Promotions Director,
then into bartending while
pursuing a future in nursing.
Each chapter added a new
layer: marketing savvy, people
skills, grit, and adaptability.

But it wasn’t until 2013, after

a season of personal reflection

and recovery from a back injury,
that Devin made the decision

to return to real estate—this
time with clarity, purpose, and

a vision for something greater.

That decision would prove to be
a turning point. Later returning
and joining ERA Wilder reignited
his career, and from there, his
trajectory continued upward.
He went on to build his business
at RE/MAX, where he achieved
Hall of Fame status, earned his
broker’s license in 2015, and
eventually launched his own
team, Lakeside Team, in 2019. In
2021, Devin made the strategic
move to Real Broker, drawn

to its forward-thinking model,

innovative opportunities, and
alignment with the long-term
vision he had for his career

and his family. Today, with
nearly $75 million in personal
production and over 360 sales,
his consistency and commitment
speak for themselves. But for
Devin, success has never been
defined by numbers alone.

What truly sets Devin apart

is his ability to connect—with
clients, with fellow agents, and
with the purpose behind his
work. He describes himself as
caring, driven, and grounded,
and those qualities are evident
in every aspect of his business.
Whether he’s helping a first-time
homebuyer navigate unfamiliar
territory or guiding a veteran
through the process of finding

a place to call home, Devin
approaches each transaction
with intention and care. He
thrives not just in finding the
right home, but in what comes
after—negotiating, advocating,
and ensuring his clients feel
confident every step of the way.
It’s a philosophy rooted in service,
something he reinforces with a
simple yet powerful principle he’s
carried over from the hospitality
industry: keep the glass full.
Anticipate needs, stay proactive,
and never let the client feel
anything less than supported.

Behind the success, however,

is a story marked by both
triumph and hardship. One of
the most defining challenges
Devin has faced came during

a deeply difficult season in

his personal life, when he lost
both his mother—his last living
parent—and his uncle within

a short period of time. In the
midst of grief, he continued to
lead his team and show up for
his clients, even when there was
little room to pause. It was during
that time that the true meaning
of his work revealed itself. The
trust his clients placed in him,

the relationships he had built,
and the responsibility he carried
became a source of strength. In
many ways, serving others helped
him heal. Supported by his wife,
Rachel, and his team, Devin
pressed forward, embodying

the resilience that has become a
cornerstone of his story.

At home, that same sense of
purpose and gratitude continues.
Devin and Rachel, married for
nearly 13 years, are raising

their two sons, these are three
individuals he describes as smart,
witty, and full of heart. Family

is at the center of everything he
does. Whether it’s hiking trails
together, enjoying a quiet movie
night, or simply spending time
in each other’s presence, those
moments are what ground him.

Photo By: Calico-Photograph

It’s also what fuels his vision
for the future: a life where real
estate continues to provide not
just income, but freedom—the
ability to travel, to explore, and
eventually to slow down and
savor the life he has worked so
hard to build.

That perspective extends into

his passion for mentoring other
agents. Devin finds genuine
fulfillment in helping others
discover what’s possible within
this industry—not just in terms
of production, but in building a
life. He believes real estate can
be a vehicle for long-term wealth,
flexibility, and opportunity, but
only if approached with intention
and a willingness to grow. He
encourages new agents to stay
adaptable, to invest wisely, and
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to never lose sight of the bigger
picture. Success, in his eyes, isn’t
just about closing deals—it’s about
creating a life where you’re not
constantly chasing the next one.

Outside of business, Devin
embraces life with the same
sense of curiosity and balance
that defines his career. He has
traveled extensively and once
spent five months living in Sri
Lanka—an experience that
ultimately helped launch his
journey into radio. He finds
peace in nature, often seeking
out hiking trails and time near
the water to reset and recharge.
He enjoys billiards, traveling to
new places, and simply being
present in the moment. It’s this
balance—between ambition and
appreciation—that shapes both
his approach to business and the
life he continues to build.

For Devin, success is less about

a milestone and more about a
feeling: the ability to provide for
his family, to spend meaningful
time with the people he loves, and
to experience the world without
the constant pressure of “what’s
next.” It’s a mindset that shapes
not only how he lives, but how
he leads. He is proof that you can
build a serious business while
still being yourself, that you can
find joy in the process, and that
success doesn’t have to come at
the expense of everything else.

40 - August 2026

As he continues to grow his
business and look toward the
future, one thing remains
clear—Devin IThme is not just
building a career. He’s building

a life, one that reflects resilience,
purpose, and a deep commitment
to serving others well. And if
there’s one thing he hopes people
remember, it’s simple: that along
the way, he created a life filled
with meaningful moments,
genuine connections, and plenty
of reasons to smile. ¥
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Favorite Quote:

Devin says cue up “Eye of the
Tiger” by Survivor as he leaves you

with one of his company’s core
values: Work Hard, Be Kind
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Smooth Transactions,
Confident Closings!

Trust Bryan to make every deal hassle-free
while ensuring every detail is handled with care.

Bryan Caskey
ATTORNEY

803.708.3252
CaskeyLawOffice.com Bryan Caskey
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A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

BLAIR CATO

Because your clients deserve a closing that feels like a celebration — not a chore.
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