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With New American Funding,
you're not just pre-qualifying
buyers—you're positioning
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' PARTNER WITH NEW AMERICAN FUNDING
Y& AND CLOSE WITH CONFIDENCE. Y

NATE ARMSTRONG

nate.armstrong@nafinc.com

BENITO MAEZ

Whien Realtors Need Apawers, We Anuwes.

JEN HERNANDEZ

JULIAN CORDOVA
Benito.Maez@nafinc.com Hablo espafiol julian.cordova@nafinc.com
505-550-4990 505-785-1118 Jen.Hernandez@nafinc.com 505-269-2549
NMLS# 2557749 NMLS# 1682535 505-657-7996
Joseph Lebron (505) 261-0351

NMLS# 1693329
NMLS# 2586166
Equal Housing Opportunity. This is not a loan commitment or guarantee of any kind. Terms and conditions apply. Subject to borrower and property qualifications. Not all applicants will qualify. Rates and terms are subject to change without
notice. All mortgage loan products are subject to credit and property approval. © 2026 New American Funding, LLC. NMLS #6606. nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Corporate office 1 MacArthur Place, Suite 800, Santa Ana, CA 92707

www.newamericanfunding.com. Phone: (800) 450-2010. NAF Cash, LLC (“NAF Cash”) is a real estate company that is an affiliated company of New American Funding, LLC. All products and services supplied by NAF Cash are subject to state
License number. M| Real Estate Broker #6505431332.

availability and contractual terms and conditions. NAF Cash does not originate loans or issue loan commitments. NAF Cash, LLC charges a Transaction Fee of 1.50%-7.5% of the purchase price for its service (fee varies by state and program).



P WHY REALTORS AND HOMEBUYERS

P I L L A R T O P O ST GUARANTEED AVAILABILITY SAME DAY INSPECTION

SUNWWESH

WITHIN 2 BUSINESS DAYS REPORTS : ‘S ( B ; 2 ( ) f} V
HOME INSPECTORS WEEKEND INSPECTIONS REPAIR REQUEST BUILDER - £
— The CG Team — AVAILABLE ELUDED

LOCALLY OWNED, PROFESSIONAL & TRUSTWORTHY
905-607-0319 - I LD U 7
GGTEAM.PILLARTUPUST.GV
‘‘Fresh I-'Innrgl L =l SELA
" Faster Closings

We Handle You Handle

Clean Outs
1 Carpet Cleaning
Tile & Grout Cleaning

Family Owned and Operated! | 505-254-2180 | fourseasonscleaning.com

uality Doesn't Cost...It Pays
s y Scan me!

@ Get Ready for the Spring @
& Summer HEAT (

Tired of the Humid Air of the Swamp Cooler? i .
It's Time for a New A/C Unit! -‘_P]BEK -‘Jw] I i J"] -L]S i
Free Estimates on New A/C Units ITHAKESI'ESS _J'}IMJ g?i _ |

505.237.2225 | SunwestEscrow.com | 10600 Menaul Blvd. NE Albuquerque

Ere e

CandlLTeotalServiceLLC.com = 505.294 3777
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
Bonded and Licensed » HM MM98 License § 3A9788

*Notify your escrow agent that you want the controct ordered from Sunwest Escrow and Steider And Associates
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If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories,
please email us at ml.rauch@realproducersmag.com, or call ML at (505) 250-0092.
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Your veteran and active duty clients deserve thoughtful guidance and
a lending partner who understands their unique journey to homeownership

» Up to 100% « No mortgage « Credit score as + Primary
financing insurance low as 540 purchase and
refinance

Find a good fit for:

| Active-duty military | National Guard | Reservists

Veteran with honorable
discharge status

Family with active or
retired military/veteran

Dual Military (both spouses
completing service)

Ready to connect and serve your clients with personalized solutions.
Reach out today!

X =
Elizabeth O’Daly Jynel Torres Steve Sheldon
Senior Loan Officer | NMLS #424665 Loan Officer | NMLS #1643580 Senior Lean Officer | NMLS #219631
M: 505.415.6315 M: 505.917.6844 M: 505.280.6444
6723 Academy Road NE 6723 Academy Road NE 10400 Academy Rd. NE Ste 11
Albuguerque, NM 87109 Albuguerque, NM BT109 Albuguergue, NM B7111

A partner you can count on.

Reach out today
Ll P

Guild Mortgage Company: Equal Housing Opportunity; Company MMLS |D 3274, www.nmisconsumeraccess.org. Elizabeth, Jynel, and Steve are suthorized to
do business in the state of New Mexico. For mare licensing information, please visit www.gulldmortgage.com/licensing. All information, loan programs & interest
rates are subject to change withowt notice. All loans subject to underwriter oppeoval. Terms and conditions apply. Always consull an accountant of tax sdvisor for
full eligibility requirements on tax deduction. For use by Real Estate Professionals only, not intended for public use or distribution. Guild Mortgage is not affilisted
wilh Real Producers Magazine,




Preferred Pariners

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

CLEANING SERVICE

Four Seasons Cleaning
Michael Galaviz

(505) 489-0755
www.fourseasonscleaning.com

DUCT RESTORATION
Duct Worx

Scott Herrmann

(505) 600-9374
www.ductworxnm.com

ELECTRICIAN

Benco Electric, LLC

Ben Schroeder

(505) 934-1221
www.bencoelectricllc.net

ESCROW

Sunwest Escrow

Terry White

(505) 237-2225
www.sunwestescrow.com

ESTATE LIQUIDATION
HR Integrity Estate Sales
Barbara Spear

(505) 339-8401

ESTATE SALES

My Auction Addiction
Lloyd Swartz

(505) 252-0915
www.AlbuquerqueAuction
Addiction.com

GARAGE SOLUTIONS
P.R.L.D.E. Garages

David Large

(505) 818-9710
www.priderealestatenm.com

HOME INSPECTION

Duke City Inspections

Matt Williams

(505) 587-3535
www.dukecityinspections.com

Erhart Home Inspections
Rick Erhart

(505) 861-9040
www.erhartinspections.com
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Fireman Home Inspections LLC
Lee Carns

(505) 353-2979
www.firemanhome
inspections.com

General Inspectors

of Albuquerque

Joseph Lebron

(505) 288-2234
www.generalinspectors@
yahoo.com

Pillar to Post Home
Inspectors/The CG Team
Eric Robinson

(505) 247-2298
www.pillartopost.com/cgteam

HOME STAGING

All About Staging

Trish Tilley

(505) 228-2895
www.allaboutstaging.info

HVAC/PLUMBING

C & L Total Service LLC

Chad Padilla

(505) 294-3777
www.CandLTotalServiceLLC.com

INSURANCE

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Mark Krueger

(505) 998-7250
www.agentmarkkrueger.com

Strategic Insurance Group
Benito Ortiz

(505) 585-0227
www.thesigco.com

LENDING

Rural 1st

Gabe Baeza
(505) 808-7361
www.ruralist.com/

MORTGAGE

Guild Mortgage
Robert Sanchez
(505) 573-9777
www.branches.guild
mortgage.com/

Neighborhood Loans
Ross Murray

(505) 257-1933
www.closewithross.com

New American Funding

Nate Armstrong

(505) 550-4990
www.newamericanfunding.com

Waterstone Mortgage

Zora LaClair

(505) 389-1900
www.waterstonemortgage.com

MORTGAGE ADVISOR

Bell Bank Mortgage

Yvette Klinkmann

(505) 366-9090
www.mortgagesbyyvette.com

Cornerstone Home Lending
Lauren Sandoval

(505) 553-2059
www.laurensmylender.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

Bank of Albuquerque

Karen Holguin

(505) 804-3191
www.chrismaxwellmortgage.com

MOVING COMPANY

Faith Moving Company

Nick Fehrenbach

(505) 305-0182
www.faithmovingcompany.com

ProRelo Bekins

Brad Killman

(505) 888-1007
www.myabgmover.com

PAINTING SERVICE

New Mexico’s Painting
Specialists

Mandi Loudenbach

(505) 250-8000
www.newmexicospainting
specialists.com

PHOTOGRAPHY-FAMILY/
REAL ESTATE/EVENTS

Liz Lopez Photography

Liz Lopez

(505) 401-9843
www.lizlopezphotography.com

Ponic Photography

Jason & Elizabeth Ponic
(505) 595-5388
www.ponicphotography.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Couture Brokerage
Toni-Lei Ponic

(505) 321-3259
www.couturebrokerage.com

Nizhoni Property Management
Karla Rickert
(505) 644-1111

RESTORATION/REMODEL
Next Level Restoration
and Remodel

Matt Adlesperger

(505) 980-7515
www.hextlevelrr.com

ROOFING & CONTRACTING
Hawk Construction Services
Justin Hawkins

(505) 881-4568
www.hawkcs.com

TITLE COMPANY
First American Title
Kylie Coffman

(505) 888-8232
www.nm.firstam.com

WFG Title

Teresa Manzanares
(505) 366-3973
wfgtitle.com

TRANSACTION MANAGEMENT
Right Wray Real Estate LLC
Timothy Wray

(505) 681-5199

From Cold & Empty
to Warm & Inviting.

Trish & Jim Tilley
505.228.2895
AllAboutStaging. ABQ@gmail.com

| about Ctuding
WWM“-NJKJ

+

PONIC
PHOTOGRAPHY

WEDDINCS - PORTRAITS
HEADSHOTS - REAL ESTATE
505-595-5388 ponicphotography.com

ERTISE THAT

- i

REMODELS

INSPECTION REPORT REPAIRS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL SERVICE UPGRADES

EV CHARGERS + BACK-UP GENERATORS

Benco Electric

OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SUPPORT + SERVICE

benco-electric.com
BONDED & INSURED LIC. #38995 |

ABQ Real Producers - 9



NEXT
LEVEL

RESTORATION AND REMODEL

Because This iISN’t
me

l-'lnl_.lmore.

Meet
The

Team

M.L. Rauch Amber Ortega Maddie Podish Mariya Stout
Publisher Content Coordinator Social Media Coordinator Advertising Strategist

Alexa Kirsch-Poole Liz Lopez Elizabeth & Jason Ponic Elizabeth McCabe
Client Concierge Manager Photographer Photographers Writer = r
Liz Lopez Photography Ponic Photography And their next kitchen should reflect that.

d/b/a Real Producers (“N27). Advertisements appearing in this publication are paid placements and are not endorsed or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the Th E}" Wﬂnt cl hon‘e that mci tChES the Iffe th Ey’vre wor}zed hard to bu’] d

statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this publication may include content created with the
assistance of artificial intelligence (Al) tools by authors or contributors and may not be independently verified by N2.

U . ' L
Your buyers aren't looking for “good enough.
W DISCLAIMER: The articles and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company

One accountable team from
start to finish
R ———

Clear scope, budget ranges;
and timelines
=

Low-disruption remodels
with dally cleanup

T

A client experience that
reflects your high standards

To see real kitchen transformations
Text “REMODEL” to 505-985-5707

—y =

505-717-640 1% S8

WWW.HEWFHEKICDSPCIIHtIﬂgSpBCIﬂlIEtS.CDI’ﬂ
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Seven years. It’s hard to believe that
what began as a vision to celebrate the
very best of Albuquerque’s real estate
community has grown into something
so much bigger than a magazine. This
month, as we celebrate seven years of
ABQ Real Producers, my heart is filled
with gratitude for every person who has
helped make this journey possible.

This milestone isn’t about the

pages we’ve printed—it’s about the
relationships we’ve built. It’s about the
REALTORS®, Brokers, and our countless
industry preferred partners who have
trusted us to tell their stories. Your
dedication, resilience, and commitment
to serving your clients have inspired
every issue we’ve published.

Throughout these past seven years,
one thing has remained constant: the

strength and professionalism of our

12 - August 2026

local real estate community. What
makes Albuquerque special is the people
who make this city a wonderful place to
live. Every closing represents a family
finding a new beginning. Every success
story contributes to the growth and
vitality of our community.

To our preferred advertising partners,
thank you for believing in our mission
from the very beginning. Your
investment has allowed us to continue
highlighting excellence and creating
meaningful connections throughout our
industry. This publication exists because
of your partnership, and I am deeply
grateful for your continued support!

To the real estate professionals featured
throughout these pages, thank you for
raising the standard of excellence year
after year. Your achievements deserve to
be recognized, and it has been an honor

to celebrate your accomplishments while
sharing your wisdom with others.

Thank you for allowing ABQ Real
Producers to be part of your journey. Here’s
to seven incredible years of celebrating
success, building community, and telling the
stories that matter most—and to many more
years of growing together!

With sincere gratitude,

ML Rauch
Publisher, ABQ Real Producers

EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT

'Ch

ABQ Real Producers is partnering with
our sister publications, Stroll Tanoan,
Stroll North Albuquerque Acres & Stroll
Paako for our annual Charity of Choice
private event!

Together, we’re making an even

bigger impact by raising money for

local charities. 100% of every ticket
purchased goes into our giving pot. The
night of the event, selected attendees

Waterstone"

I = MORTGAGE
e,

Charit

O1C¢€

will have the opportunity to donate their
portion of the funds to a local charity of
their choice!

One night. One community. Countless
lives impacted.

Keep an eye on your email & text
messages for your exclusive invite &
event location details!

Save the Date!
Wednesday,
August 26th,
4:30 to 7:00 pm

Charit
o/ Choice
T REAL F‘RODUCEI-ZS.T ;GSTHI:JELRL.

At Waterstone Mortgage, we make it our goal to find the right loan for each
homebuyer's needs. Today, homebuyers have more options than ever before.

Conventional | FHA | USDA | VA | Jumbo | Wealth Building Loan | First-Time Homebuyer Programs

Michael Bowen
Sr. Loan Criginator
) NMLS #214602

Jason Pike
Branch Manager
NMLS #471725

505.828.9400
JPRike@WaterstoneMortgage.com

505.259.8326
MBowen@WaterstoneMortgage.com

All loan requests are subject to credit approval as well as specific program requirements and guidelines, For some programs, iIncome and property restrictions
may apply. Information Is subject to change without notice. Equal Housing Lender. Waterstone Mortgage Corporation (NMLS #186434) is a wholly owned
subsidiary of WaterStone Bank S5B (MASDAG: W5BF). New Mexico Mortgage Loan Company Branch License. NMALB-3203-07102026
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

AR
GARAGE

From Concept to Completion,

Ed McGee Helps Clients

Build with Confidence

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE
PHOTOS BY LIZ LOPEZ PHOTOGRAPHY

What do a horse barn, an RV
cover, a backyard workshop, and a
50-by-100-foot commercial building
have in common? Ed McGee has
helped make them all a reality.

He owns P.R.I.D.E. (Professionalism,
Reliability, Integrity, Dependable,
Experienced) Garages and helps
clients’ visions come to life from the
ground up.

“I enjoy creating things,” says Ed, who is
also a REALTOR®. “I like taking a project
from nothing to the finished work.”

Seeing the finished product and making

his clients happy is priceless for this
entrepreneur and his husband, Project
Manager/Coordinator David Large.

Best of all, they have partnered with
the best in the industry, Eagle Carports.
Eagle Carports builds 50,000 buildings
per year across its six manufacturing
facilities. They’ve stood the test of time
in the building industry. Ed opened his
business in December 2024. It was a
decision that simply made sense.

“One of my main clients, Clayton
Homes, was buying garages and putting
them on their projects,” Ed explains.
“Every time I ordered one, I got a call

%




| do

anything ano

everything.

-DAVID LARGE

from a dealer to finalize the order.
I thought, ‘Why not get rid of the
middleman and do it myself?”

Ed met with Eagle Carports, became an
authorized dealer, and PR.I.D.E. Garages
was born, much to the delight of his
clients. His business has grown naturally
through word of mouth. Clients ask for
standard garages, RV structures, carports,
barns, and even commercial buildings.

“Right now, we are working on a
commercial building that is 50 x 100
feet,” says Ed. “We are also working on
a new barn for a client that is 50 feet
wide and 40 feet deep.” That barn will

16 - August 2026

”

feature a tack room, a barn area, and
stables for the horses. The options are
endless for clients.

A Seamless Process

When someone reaches out to Ed,

they tell him what type of structure
they would like and the structure’s
purpose. Then he designs it using the
Eagle Carports website and sends them
a link to the design. Everything can be
customized according to the clients’
preferences, including color and size.

“We can also do walkthrough doors
and windows,” says Ed. Garage doors

can also be customized from one large
garage door to multiple garage doors.

How long does it take? From concept

to completion, a standard garage takes
6-8 weeks. A dozen different colors are
also available so clients can match their
house as much as possible.

Reconnecting to His Roots

Ed genuinely loves what he does,
especially since it connects him to
his roots.

Raised in Mississippi after his family
relocated there in his early childhood,
he grew up watching his father work in

construction. “I helped him on job sites by
stripping concrete forms, building docks,
even interstates,” he comments. Now he
enjoys designing metal structures and
bringing clients’ plans to fruition.

Commercial buildings are also growing in
popularity among his clients. Why? “It’s a
good route to go,” says Ed. “They’re also
more economical and built faster.” Clients
can choose insulated or non-insulated
structures, with the option to add power.
“On the commercial side, we design the
building and Eagle Carports has stock
buildings that we can customize.” All of
their engineering drawings have been
readily accepted by local jurisdictions.

“Once we say that the engineering
drawings are from Eagle, people are very
impressed,” says Ed. “We haven’t had
any pushback.” Currently, he is working
on two commercial buildings for two
separate businesses.

He tells other real estate agents, “If you
have a client who is looking for a new

arage, shop or barn, please give P.R.I.D.E.
CONTACT garag p P &

uUs!

Want to learn more? Check out their websites,
www.priderealestatenm.com or https://build.
eaglecarports.com/?dealer=D0015613-main

Garages the
opportunity
to work for

them.”

Family +

Felines

When Ed isn’t
working, you

can find him with
his husband, David.
“We just celebrated
our 20th anniversary in

June,” he smiles. “Time flies.”

They went to Red River, New Mexico, and
the mountains to celebrate. They work well
together. Ed jokes, “Our joke is that if we
can’t figure something out, we can always
YouTube it.”

Together, they have two Maine Coon

cats who are under 2 years old. Vivian is
pushing 25 pounds while Zona is 15 pounds.
“Maine Coons are very lovely,” says Ed.
They’re wonderful pets for their constant
companionship and unconditional love.

To relax, Ed and David like fishing and
seeing the highlights of New Mexico. Of
course, they also work beautifully in the
business together. “I do anything and
everything,” laughs David. They love
working with clients, helping them with
their metal structures and feel honored to
help them in any way that they can.

VOV RID REANVIGARNGERSITARBSIEHERE

505.301.5782 | edmcgeel7@gmail.com

David Large

505.818.9710 | davidlarge65@gmail.com

ABQ Real Producers - 17



REAN
FAITH

~MOVING™»
COMPANY

WE MAKE
MOVING JOYOUS

TIMOTHY WRAY
Realtor | Qualifying Broker | Owner
License REC-2024-076]1
505-681-5199
t|mothywrayreaIestate@gmonl com
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g RURAL 1"

Closer to What Matters

Construction Loans » Lot Loans » Land Loans = Home Loans

When your client’s goal is to get Closer to What Matters®, we're ready to help them get started.

Gabriel Baeza

Sr. Rural 1** Loan Officer
575.808.7361 | NMLS 1024218
Gabriel.Baeza@Rurallst.com

Loans subject to credit approval. Rural 1" is a tradename and Rural 1%, the RallingHills Window icon, Rural Logic, and Closer to What Matlers are @
exclusive trademarks of Farm Credit Mid America, NMLS 4072493, Rural 1* products are available to consumers within the territories of participating

Farm Credit System Associations. Equal Housing Lender.

Chance Honey

Sr. Rural 1* Loan Officer
575,973.0894 | NMLS 1806193
Chance.Honey@Rurallst.com

Scan to
learn more

LEROER

We Inspect Homes
So You Don’t Have To ﬁm:r?t—

We'll find the issues hiding in attics,
basements, and “creative DI'Y projects”
from 1997—so your deal doesn’t melt
down in the summer heat,

1IoN5s.Com

Your futﬁre self
will thank you.

When it comes to planning for the future, sometimes getting
started is the hardest part. That's where my team comes in, From
life insurance and annuities to retirement planning and mare, we'll

help you get started and stay with you every step of the way.
Tegether, we'll make your future self proud.

Mark Krueger

3109 Carlisle Bhvd ME
Albuquergue, MM
505.998, 7250
agentmarkkrueger.com

B FARM BUREAU

WID. FINANCIAL SERVICES
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Turning Life's
Transitions into
New Beginnings

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE
PHOTOS BY PONIC PHOTOGRAPHY

On July 28, 2021, Charlene Ryan’s phone
rang at 6:00 a.m. On the other end of the
line was the production team for LIVE
with Kelly and Ryan. Weeks earlier, when
the show announced it was resuming

its vacation giveaways after a pandemic
hiatus, Charlene had boldly told her
family she was going to win them a trip.
She entered online, focused on her daily
affirmations, and let the universe do

the rest. That morning, she went on live
television, stumped Ryan Seacrest and
guest host Maria Menounos, and nailed
the trivia question to win a $13,500 luxury
getaway to Puerto Vallarta. They went on
this once-in-a-lifetime trip in April 2022,
which was nothing short of fabulous.

“What you put out into the universe
really can come true,” Charlene smiles.
“Staying positive is so important to me,”
she adds thoughtfully.

Her positive nature has defined her
life since childhood, growing up in the
San Jose/Los Gatos area of California.
Real estate was in her roots, even at an
early age.

“My Dad was an interior designer,
and he used to decorate model homes
in Southern California and San Jose

in the “70s,” she says. “I grew up
around contractors.” Her father even
tore down and rebuilt her childhood
home. Although he passed away when
Charlene was 21, his life made an
impression upon her.

She attended the University of Arizona
to study fashion merchandising and
design and later considered nursing, but
her love for looking at homes led her to
real estate.

“I was a stay-at-home Mom to three
children and a Navy wife,” she says. “We
traveled a lot and moved around.” That
was another step toward real estate. “It
helped me understand people who had
to move,” says Charlene. Fast forward to
today and she loves when she can help
military families move into the area.

It wasn’t until Charlene moved to
Albuquerque in 2006 that she launched
into real estate, but the desire had been
in her heart for decades.

“I'had wanted to do real estate for a long
time,” says Charlene. She put it on the
back burner until a friend convinced her
to make the leap. “I had a friend at Keller
Williams and she talked me into it.”

WOMAN ON THE MOVE

Charlene

-

qw_

In her first year in real estate, she

was awarded Rookie of the Year with
Keller Williams. In 2010, she switched
to Coldwell Banker, and her career
blossomed from there. She actually met
her current husband, Michael Ryan,
while selling real estate.

“His buyer bought one of my listings,”
she smiles. “We started talking in March
2015 and started dating in April 2015.”

Two months ago, they got married.
“Timing is everything,” points out
Charlene. Soon she will change her
name from Charlene Rockwell to
Charlene Ryan.

Real estate fills Charlene’s cup. “I just
want to keep helping people buy and
sell homes,” she says. She jokes, “I want
to retire one day and travel, but Ilove to
shop and spend way too much money.”
She laughs.

No matter what obstacles she has

faced in her life and career, Charlene
embraces optimism. As she says,

“You have to keep your head up and

not let things get to you.” Even when
transactions don’t materialize into
closings, Charlene keeps moving
forward. “If I stay positive, think positive
thoughts, and trust in God, then good
things come,” she says.

ABQ Real Producers - 21



Family Focused

When not working, it’s all about family
to Charlene. “My mother moved in
with us in 2023,” she shares. Now there
are three people in their happy home,
complete with a pool.

One of Charlene’s daughters married
her high school sweetheart and recently
moved back from Washington State.
“Trevor, my 3-year-old grandson, is
everything to me,” raves Charlene.

She equally adores Amelia Rae, her
10-month-old granddaughter, who
shares Charlene’s middle name. “I get to
see them more often,” she beams. She
wouldn’t have it any other way.

“My youngest daughter, an artist, owns
Harvest & Clay Pottery, sells her art at
local markets, and is very talented,”
says Charlene. She is also married and
resides in Albuquerque.

When not spending time with her
grandchildren, Charlene loves to
relax. “I jump in my pool and I float

around,” she says. She recently got
back from a trip to Barbados for her
honeymoon. “The ocean is my peaceful
place,” she says.

Other pastimes include gardening and
reading. “Ilove to plant and have a stack
of books to catch up on,” says Charlene.
Lots of pretty blooms are brightening up
her yard.

Final Thoughts
“When one door shuts, a window
opens,” concludes Charlene.

With twenty years of real estate
expertise, a new marriage, and a
beautiful multigenerational home,
Charlene is proof that when you keep a
positive outlook, the best is always yet
to come.
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New Mexico's Onlyticensed-and
Gertified Air Duct'Restoration GCompany

NEW HOME. NEwW CHAPTER.
FRESH AlR.

Back-to-school season is all about fresh starts — and a new home
deserves a fresh environment, too.
Our air duct restoration services
help improve indoor air quality
by removing buildup, dust, and
debris from your clients’

HVAG systems.

DOGCT

WOk

AIR DUCT REPAIR & RESTORATION

FULLY LICENSED, BONDED, & INSURED NMAR 6107 FORM COMPLIANT  License #413839

A l h'*f

¢ 505.60093/4 < Ductworxnm.com = I]untwuer[lE@grqnﬁil.c'um

Your Trusted
Ally in Property
Management

YOUR POST-CLOSIUG HOMEWORK?
HAAD THEM TO US.
More Freedom.

Less Vacancy.
Better Returns.

C

OUTURE
LOKERAGH

Professional property management for the clients
you've worked hard to earn — because great
service shouldn't stop at the closing table.
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LizLopezPhotography.com

505.401.9843
lizlopezphotography2@gmail.com
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When a home is full,
moving foward gets complicated.

Thats where we comee i1,

We partner with realtors to professionally
nianage estate sales, downsizing, and
consignments so listings can move forward
cleanly and without added siress, From high-end
art and jewelry to everyday honsehold items,

we handle everything with care and purpose:

HAWK

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

cUurRsS ArPPEAL
THAT CLOSES

DEALS

o INVENTORY & PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY

¢ ONLINE SALESWHILE CLIENTS REMAIN IN HOME
o ONE DAY PICKUP & REMOVAL

& FULL CLEAN OUT SERVICES AFTER THESALE

& GATED, RURAL & COMMUNITY PROPERTIES

RELIABLE. LICENSED. INSURED. LOCAL.

505.881.4568

admini@hawkcs.com
Licensed, Bonded & Insured
MM License #417835

PARTNER WITH US TODAY! A seamless solution for

realtors and their clients.
505-2 52-0915 We handle the contents so
ALBUQUERQUEAUCTIONADDICTION.COM  you can focus on your clients
and their next move.

FREE
INSPECTIONS

e - g 25%
A Better Way to Bpild e | i We pl“ IIIII I'I‘Illllems A Discount
For You and Your Clients (S - Before They Burn Your Deal § ;% &

Do you have buyers who can't find whatlthey want? Act“’e &
We can help! We've enhanced our one-time close _ - T B e ] DA ST e e Gt Al .
construction loan to give your clients - and your A — “ o . e SoosE A il A BRI Retlred
project's timeline - more breathing room. @l . . o We're on call to uncover the “hidden hea R By ‘ Military as
» Simple draw process PEEPER. in every home—so you can keep ylitlr- 4 & : well as
 12-month interest-only payments during _ closmgs cool, calm and co"ected : '_ s - .
construction for buyers i 4 e o A S , | FII’St
ek < i o |- ‘._ Yoy 3 H . 1}

Wi | S " PRESALE INSPECTIONS - HOME INSPECTIONS T SIS
our buyers can get better payment flexibility, and you 5

can get a streamlined, builder-friendly financing partner. THERMAL ’NSPEC'”ONS SEWER SCOPES RADON TESTING :
Connect with me today - let's build success together .‘ ; L TP : e Fi

Bell @ Bank
Mortgage =

¢ Relock option available at project completion

'- * MESEEEE - VETERAN OWNED
2440 Louiziana Blvd. NE | Suite 110 | Alburguergue, NM 87110 " . ._ / . -3 . T a y g i & 0 PERATED

1 to change without nobice. Mot avadable in all mark
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REALTOR TRIBUTE

At Seth Rochefort’s memorial
service, a box overflowed
with hundreds of cards. All
of them said the same thing:
Seth made me feel special.
This generous real estate
professional lived a life of
impact, making others feel
loved, valued, and cherished.

“I fele SEEN.”

Even though Seth left the
earth too soon, the impact
of his life is felt in the hearts
and souls of those left
behind. Seth always helped
others, making the world a
better place.

“Seth made
me feel
SPECIAL.

After the tragic shooting

in Las Vegas, many in

the community were
devastated. Seth, who
resided in Las Vegas at

the time, wanted to help
brokenhearted people. “Seth
made a point of gathering
up a group of people that
he knew, taking them with
him to his church, and that
really helped them,” says
his mother, Sally Kruger.

It was the little acts of
kindness that people still
treasure today.

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

“After moving to
Albuquerque in 2017
following his time working
aboard the Pride of America,
Seth worked for my husband
and me at our business,

3H Fitness and Wellness,”
says his sister, Elizabeth
Valdez. “Everyone just loved
him. His personality was
magnetic. He had a way
with people and building
relationships. He wanted
others to feel special and he
had a gift of doing that.”

This past Christmas,
Elizabeth ordered a game
called Tales, where people
are asked questions.

She talked about it at
Seth’s memorial.

She asked Seth, “If there was
one law that everyone had to
follow, what would it be?”

“Forgiveness,” he said
without hesitation.

“That’s where his heart
was,” she says. “That’s
what he believed.”

She asked him, “What is
one thing that you hated
in your life that you are

thankful for today?”

SETH ROCHEFORT

LOVED, LOST, BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN

“My past trauma allowed me
to heal and become the man
that I am today,” he said.

Seth was a man of character,
grace, and compassion; he
treated other people well.
His passion for people and
building relationships,

along with the experiences
throughout his life, made
him a loving, compassionate
real estate broker and
colleague. He had an
uncanny ability to genuinely
connect with people, making
them feel heard, seen,

and valued. His magnetic
personality drew people to
him in both his personal and
professional relationships.

“I felt VALUED.”

During the COVID shutdown,
with families needing help,
Seth found purpose and
passion in helping his sister
feed 60 families a week for
two months straight. Later,
when Weichert REALTORS®
- Image organized a suitcase
drive for foster children at
the business, Seth helped
coordinate the effort.
Through his generosity, he
met Ynette Colyer of Shine
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Partnership and helped
bring the “Laundry Love”
program to GAAR, where it
continues today because of
his care, compassion, and
desire to help people on a
grand scale.

Meaningful Memories
“Seth is my not-so-baby
brother,” points out
Elizabeth. “He was much
taller than me.” Elizabeth
stands 5’3” and Seth stood
6’3.” She adds, “He was

my shadow. He wanted to
be with me everywhere I
was.” When she was in high
school, he was only 6 years
old. “We remained very close
throughout our life.”

After moving to Albuquerque
in 2012, Seth lived with
Elizabeth and her husband
before relocating to Las
Vegas, where he lived from
2012-2016. He later accepted
a position aboard the Pride
of America cruise ship, a
demanding job that often
required him to work from
4:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. on
only a few hours of sleep.

With just three weeks left on
his contract, exhausted and

overwhelmed, Seth called
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his mother to say he had
bought a plane ticket home.
Elizabeth immediately called
him back, her voice firm, “like
a scene from Rocky.” She told
him, “You have three weeks
left. Get back on that ship. If
you quit now, you will never
succeed at anything.” Furious,
Seth hung up on her. But
within a few hours, he called
her back to thank her, tell her
he loved her, and say, “I'm
getting back on the ship. 'm
going to finish my stint.” And
he did. He pushed through the
final grueling weeks, walking
away with a certificate of
completion and glowing
professional referrals.

That was the dynamic they
shared. Seth appreciated
Elizabeth’s honesty, even
when it was difficult to
hear, and he regularly
sought her advice on
business decisions and life’s
toughest challenges. Their
conversations were built
on trust, accountability,
and a deep belief in

each other’s potential.

Sally has her own memories
near and dear in her heart.
“I have to tell you how

precocious he was,” she says.

“I grew up on a farm and we
went down for my uncle’s
memorial.” Seth walked

“Seth was
LOVING.

up to Jimmy Carter at the
funeral, introduced himself,
and shook hands with the
former President.

“He was never intimidated
by anyone. He treated
everyone with dignity and
made them feel special,”
she says. She adds, “He was
just a light, recognized by
people when he walked into
aroom.”

Seth’s generosity, care
and compassion for
others will stand the test
of time. Although he is
irreplaceable, the love he
left behind is timeless. ®

YOUR ALBUQUERQUE TEAM

Mortgages Made for Advanced
Medical Professionals

As a top lending team for medical professionals, we offer
financing that fits how your clients actually live and earn.

LAUREN SANDOVAL
Mortgage Branch Manager
MNMLS 1654808

VICTORIA LUJAN
Loan Officer
MNMLS 683182

Highlights:

= M

CALLIE DUPLESSIS
Loan Officer
MMLS 2832786

SHARLA ORTEGA
Loan Officer
MNMLS 1568483

Call/Text: 505.317.3747
E751 Academy Hd. NE, 5te. B
Albuguergue, MM BT109

e with a qualifying degree

!= Cornerstone

2 : A . HOME LENDING

bot a client who could benefit? S T,

Let's talk through real scenarios together. 5H. Mambs NML5 i@ J35E T I @
il . quroments, restrictions, SRS

UNLOCKING CLARITY AT EVERY
STEP OF HOMEOWNERSHIP.

Remove “I'll get back to you"” from your vocabulary.

Get Seller Net Sheets at your
fingertips with WFG Key! su5n

Scan to download or visit

WFGKeyApp.com

wfgtitle.com/new-mexico

“ WFG National Title Tnsurance Company-
[ YT A —
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WE MANAGE THE ASSET. YOU MAINTAIN THE TRUST. - =,
o .
%) nizhoni property management Helping Great | Do Ay
25% referral percentage SUNIAIESIEE 8 Realitors Create Grese™ |

(25% of Ist month rent)

Gold Tier for 3+ | Ml @liengEXPERIENCES

referrals i/
(30% of Ist months rent) ; Reliable mortgage guidance .
Guaranieed referral back when client seils " and persona“zed Support designed
. . - . . A
5[}5-814 RBNT {?363} | ClientRelations@Nizhonipm.com : with Realtors and theif clients in mind.
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Scan for Video
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Bank of Albuquerque® and BOK Financial® are trademarks of BOKF, NA. Member ] ‘l 1
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One Inspection Team,
One Call Away =

We Bring Peace and Confidence .2«
Into Every Environment. LicENseb
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Real estate agents face intense pressure to get homes
market-ready quickly, and a professional estate sale
company can handle the overwhelming task of clearing
personal property so you can focus on closing the deal.

i 1l |

KEY BENEFITS: Don't let an estate backlog stall your next Ilstlng. '::

* Professional staging and intensive local marketing. HR Integrlty Estate Sales
* Transparent accounting and prompt payouts for heirs

i1 'rl:.:i_
* Broom-swept delivery so you can take listing photos ' BARBARA SPEAR | (505) 339-8401 : = J — DUKE CITY 5“5' 587' 3 535 Ga | |/Iext EE
immediately. Serving Albuquerque for Over 10 Years! ¥ - INSPECTIONS schedule Your

dukecityinspections.com - Book Online 24/7  inspection Today!
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“My sister had a job as a Fuller
Brush girl one summer, and when
she went off to college, I begged
my mom to let me take over the
job,” Liz laughs. “I desperately
wanted to buy myself a stereo.”

Without a car, she quickly
realized that door-to-door sales
wasn’t quite the piece of cake she
had imagined. “I found out pretty
fast that you run out of friends to
sell to after a while!”

But her mother wouldn’t let her
quit until she earned enough to
buy that stereo. Through that
summer hustle, Liz discovered
the power of goal setting. “That
was my first sales experience,”
she says.

Her father, a mining engineer,
also influenced her life. “I
inherited his analytical ability,”
she says. “He went into sales for
DuPont selling explosives.”

As for Liz, she majored in Math at
the University of New Mexico. “I
love problem-solving,” she raves.
“That has carried over to my real
estate career.”

How LIZ MC G UIRE “Being recognized by Real

: Producers is the epit
HaS hhivathfor MoraMilee . aen ot

of my career,” says Liz
ThOﬂ 40 Years McGuire, reflecting on
more than four decades in
real estate. She learned the
secret to sales at age 15.

Hired by General Motors as a
reliability engineer, Liz moved to
Ohio after graduation. She was
promoted to the headquarters in
Detroit after her first two years.

“But after three years, I missed
New Mexico too much,” she

says. “I ended up moving back
and landed a job at Mountain

Bell as a microwave engineer.”
That’s when she met her future
husband, Don, whom she knew
from college. He was a pharmacist
in New Mexico.

“After we became engaged,

we were approached to take
over a pharmacy in Cedar
Crest,” says Liz. “That was back
in 1981. So we moved out to

BY ELIZABETH MCCABE CONTINUED »>

PHOTOS BY PONIC PHOTOGRAPHY
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the East Mountains 45 years
ago.” Although the pharmacy
didn’t quite survive, Liz had a
customer, Liz Mazzola, who kept
encouraging her to pursue real
estate. She followed her advice in
1984, earning Rookie of the Year.

In 1987, after she had her
daughter, Liz talked to a fellow
broker who also had a baby that
year. “We ended up forming our
own real estate company and

we worked out of our houses.
When we felt it was time to have
an office, we rented space and it
worked really well for us with our
little toddlers.”

When her associate broker and
partner moved out of state, Liz
continued with her own firm,
changing it to McGuire Realty.
“I moved the office to where we

are now,” she says. Peter Parnegg
came along and wanted an office
in the East Mountains, proposing
to buy her out.

“I decided it was time to be
relieved of the responsibility of
managing five brokers. I liked
being in the field more,” she says.
She partnered with Peter to build
the building where she is now,
housing Coldwell Banker Legacy.
They’ve been there ever since.
After working individually for
many years, Liz was approached
by a young woman looking for a
real estate team.

“Now, I have a dynamic
mentorship-based team,” says
Liz. Today, the team consists
of six members, including five
brokers. “One is a licensed
assistant, Manuela Thompson,

=

who has been with me for

over 20 years. She’s been
instrumental in my success.”
Together, they developed a
robust client communication
system that has earned Liz 100%
approval ratings consistently
for the past several years.

“My team named me the ‘East
Mountain Queen,” she laughs.
She supports her brokers
with ongoing training and
mentorship. “It’s nice to see
them grow and be successful.”

Work-Life Balance

Balance is also very important
to Liz. “I have always balanced
my work with my family, my
health, friendships, hobbies,
community service, and faith.
That has helped my success
for sure,” she comments.

Married for 45 years, Liz has

a very supportive husband,

Don and a fabulous daughter,
Maureen, who is a REALTOR®
and married to a wonderful son-
in-law named Luigi. They reside
in Santa Fe.

“I have two sweet grandchildren
now and I enjoy spending time
with them weekly. That’s been
rewarding,” she smiles.

When not working, Liz enjoys
numerous hobbies. “I play tennis,
take jazz piano lessons, and take
French classes,” she says. Liz also
plays bridge and enjoys belonging
to a book club. “I make sure that
work overlaps with fun,” she says.

“Life is full for sure,” she says.

Concluding Comments

More than 40 years after earning
Rookie of the Year, Liz still loves
answering the phone, solving
problems, and helping people find
their place in the East Mountains.
But when the workday ends,
she’s just as happy picking up a
tennis racket, practicing French,
or spending time with her
grandchildren. Liz has proven
that you can have both a thriving
career and a fulfilling life.

That has carried  ©
over to my real &
estate career.”
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THE RIGHT SOLUTIONS FOR YOU
AND YOUR CLIENTS, EVERY TIME.

The Ross Murray Team, with lan Evans, helping you and your
clients navigate every step with confidence.

'..l (0 :,.,| (G

PRDGRAMS

SERVICING
HOMEOWNERS

~ for
20 YEARS

'MULTILINGUAL

@ENGLISH @SPANISH
@POLISH @ALBANIAN

— TEAM ——

I

AVAILABILITY

7 DAYS A WEEK

2 HOUR

PRE-APPROVAL TARGET

Neighborhood Loans, 1333 Butterfield Rd. Suite 600 Downers Grove, IL 60515. 1.800.207.8595. Neighborhood Loans is an lllinois, Wisconsin, and California Residential Mortgage Licensee. Neighbor-
hood Loans is an approved FHA Lender. Not an agency of the federal government. All Loans are subject to credit approval. Programs, rates, terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice.

800

5 Star Reviews

Connect With Us Today!

.

neighborhoodloans

Your Neighborhood Lender
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Ross Murray | 480.205.1341
Divisional Manager | NMLS# 80919
rmurray@neighborhoodloans.com
CloseWithRoss.com

\

F

s

lan Evans | 505.221.7777
Producing Branch Manager
NMLS# 779935
ievans@neighborhoodloans.com

Other restrictions may apply. Licensed by the California Department of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License #41DBO-118971
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A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

D LHISHS MOVING

R o e o

We Welcome
Realtor Referrals
with Free,
Guaranteed
Quotes—Every
Time.

- No Matter the Size or Distance, Every Move Is Built Around Your Clients.
- Smart Moves Start with Early Quotes—Plan Ahead and Save Your Clients Money.

- From Packing to Storage, We Handle Every Step of Moves of Any Size
Going Anywhere.

We're the highest-rated mover on Google . P Rn REL o

o It & }} Interstate Agent for Bekins Van Lines
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