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Why Should You?

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Why should you? — an important question to ask 
before you undertake anything.

This month, I share how and why I became active 
in our local Association, and let me tell you, the 
journey didn’t turn out at all like I expected.

One day, a friend and mentor poked his head 
into my office and asked, “Why aren’t you on a 
committee?” I thought, I don’t know, no one’s ever 
asked me. I had no understanding of the process or our 
Association’s structure, and I assumed that decision-making at 
that level was for more experienced agents.

Then I paused and thought, Wait a minute. I’ve been an  
agent for 10 years! Maybe that’s me now. So, I gave it some  
real thought.

I was actively volunteering with several charities. Why 
couldn’t I give a little bit of my time to my professional 
organization, too? I went to see our AE, Cade Fowler. I 
had never spoken with him directly before, but I told him 
I wanted to get involved. That’s how my journey began. I 
started on the Step Up for Kids task force, which was a natural 
fit for me. I didn’t even know LAR organized that kind of 
charitable outreach. I felt proud of us as an organization, 
which fueled my desire to continue serving. At the time, I 
had no thought of becoming President of our Association. 
I just wanted to keep doing good things for my community 

and my fellow REALTORS®. Serving our 
membership has been an honor.

You see, our Association isn’t just a set 
of bylaws and an MLS service; it’s a 
community of peers, a network of agents 
who understand the day-to-day realities. It’s 
a support system, full of resources, shared 
knowledge, and a willingness to help. 

And guess what? Committee sign-ups are coming 
up next month in October. If you’re unsure where 
you fit, please reach out to me, the office staff, or 
someone you know who’s involved. We’ll help 
you find a place to serve. Your voice matters. Your 
opinion matters. Great discussions happen, and 
sound decisions are made when diverse voices are 
at the table. The decisions that LAR’s committees, 
Leadership, and Board of Directors make are the 
ones that shape your business and provide you with 
the tools and technology to operate efficiently and 
professionally. So the real question is: Why wouldn’t 
you want to be involved? 

Knock, knock. Here I am, poking my head into your 
office door and asking you to get involved and be a 
part of our Association. There is a place for you, your 
perspective, and your ideas. I think you’ll be really 
glad you did.

BY 2025 LAR 

PRESIDENT ANDREA 
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806-781-3061
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Specializing in residential, commercial and agricultural wells

WATER WELL INSTALLATION | WATER WELL REPAIRS | WATER PUMP MAINTENANCE
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PEOPLES BANK HOME LOAN CENTER
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SONYA DRESSED BY J HOFFMAN’S

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

The team at Peoples Bank Home Loan 
Center treats clients like family. From 
the moment you walk through the door, 
they know your name and commit 
to providing flexible, personalized 
service across Texas and New Mexico, 
offering in-house banking resources 
that many lenders can’t match. If a 
standard mortgage option doesn’t quite 
fit, they draw from a broader suite of 
financial products to create custom 
solutions that do. Whether working with 
a Conventional, FHA, VA, USDA, Down 
Payment Assistance loan, or one of their 
exclusive in-house programs, such as 
bridge or construction loans, the team is 
here to say “yes” more often.

What sets Peoples Bank Home Loan 
Center apart is its local decision-
making, competitive rates and fees, 
and a culture rooted in service. They 
don’t believe in one-size-fits-all lending. 
They understand each borrower’s 
goals and walk beside them throughout 
the process. Whether someone is 
purchasing a first home or expanding a 
real estate portfolio, the team delivers 
an experience backed by the full 
strength and resources. 

As Vice President and Mortgage 
Operations Manager, Sonya 
Garcia brings both buyer and seller 
perspectives to her work and is grateful 
for a culture that values individuals 
over numbers. “It’s more than a job; it’s 
being part of someone’s story, their new 
beginning, their dream,” Sonya shares. 

“That’s what makes being a mortgage 
lender so meaningful.”

Lacie Walton, Executive Vice 
President and Mortgage Department 
Manager, echoes that sentiment. “Build 
relationships, not transactions,” says 
Lacie, who has spent more than 30 
years in the industry, including 11 with 
Peoples Bank Home Loan Center. 

Christian Allen, Mortgage Loan 
Officer and Banking Officer, adds, 
“Our goal is to make you look good by 
delivering smooth, on-time closings 
and keeping your buyers informed and 
confident every step of the way.”

Sonya was born and raised in Lubbock 
and moved to Austin for college. After 
graduation, she lived in several countries, 
and during her travels, she met her 
husband, Tony. The couple made Lubbock 
their home. Sonya began her real 
estate career 15 years ago at a local title 
company. For the past eight years, she has 
brought that passion to mortgage lending 
at Peoples Bank Home Loan Center. Sonya 
believes grace and gratitude go a long way. 
“When you show appreciation and extend 
patience, it builds trust and leaves a 
lasting impact on every client and partner 
you serve,” she says.

Originally from Lawton, Oklahoma, 
Lacie has proudly called Lubbock home 
since the age of 9. She graduated from 
Frenship High School and Texas Tech 
University, where she began working 

Sonya Garcia

Christian Allen

Lacie Walton

LACIE WALTON
SONYA GARCIA

CHRISTIAN ALLEN&
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Full-Service Packing,
Moving & Storage

Fully Insured & Bonded

Locally Owned & Operated

FREE, GUARANTEED Estimates

REALTOR® Discounts

Local & Long-Distance Moves

HartMovingandStorage.com

Before you start,
call Hart!

(806) 763-4191

Jeremy Pool,
owner

at her dad’s mortgage company while still a student. After 
briefly exploring banking, she returned to her true calling: 
home loans. She and her husband, Mike, have raised their 
daughter, Carley, in Lubbock. With Carley now preparing 
for her senior year of high school, Lacie reflects on the 
importance of community and connection. 

Lacie leads a dedicated team that takes care of buyers and 
real estate agents. “With clear, consistent communication, 
we keep everyone informed throughout the process, 
eliminating surprises, avoiding last-minute document 
chases, and ensuring on-time closings,” Lacie remarks. “Our 
goal is simple: make the experience seamless and leave 
clients and REALTORS® feeling confident and satisfied at 
the closing table. Give us a try, and you’ll see the difference.”

A proud Lubbock native, Christian entered the finance 
world to help people navigate life’s major financial 
decisions. He found his stride in mortgage lending, 
gaining valuable experience in support, processing, and 
origination, which gave him a well-rounded understanding 
of the loan process and how to meet borrower needs. He 
and his wife, Alessandra, are parents to three children. 
In today’s fast-paced market, Christian knows trust, 
communication, and dependable lending partnerships 
matter more than ever. He’s especially enthusiastic about 
empowering clients with knowledge and confidence, 
making the entire process smoother for everyone involved.

Lacie, Sonya, and Christian take pride in making sure 
homebuyers and their agents walk away from every 
closing with confidence and peace of mind. With the full 
strength and resources of Peoples Bank backing them, 
they’re continually developing new programs to meet 
each borrower’s unique needs. Offering some of the most 
competitive rates and fees, you’ll work with knowledgeable, 
dedicated professionals who walk beside you from start to 
finish with clarity and care. “At Peoples Bank Home Loan 
Center, we’re more than lenders; we’re your trusted partner 
in the homebuying journey,” Lacie says.

Peoples Bank Home Loan Center 

Lacie Walton 

NMLS# 469782

Direct: 806-776-2088

Cell: 806-441-8036

lwalton@peoplesbanktexas.com

Sonya Garcia 

NMLS# 1622095

Direct: 806-776-2083

Cell: 806-445-1295

sgarcia@peoplesbanktexas.com

Christian Allen 

NMLS #1534034

Direct: 806-776-2041

Cell: 623-249-9259

callen@peoplesbanktexas.com

“At Peoples Bank Home 
Loan Center, we’re more 
than lenders; we’re your 
trusted partner in the 
homebuying journey.”
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Hire a professional roofing company

YOU CAN TRUST. Real Estate Inspection
Insurance Claims

Residential & Commercial
Serving Lubbock since 1939

PlainsRoofing.com
806-748-0702

PlainsRoofing@gmail.com

Just ask your neighbors, 
we can help! Call us 

today for a free quote.
NEW LOOK.
SAME TRUSTED
COMPANY.

FOR THE BEST ROOF,
OUR QUALITY IS PROOF.

Regular roof inspections are critical
in protecting your residential

or commercial property.



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063


