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HAMPTON ROADS REALTORS® ASSOCIATION

BY AUBREA GREEN, SVP OF COMMUNICATIONS & EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, HAMPTON ROADS REALTORS® ASSOCIATION

In a market as competitive and dynamic as Hampton
Roads, being good isn’t good enough. Clients are savvier,
expectations are higher, and the margin for error is razor-
thin. So how do you stand out? One word: expertise.

That’s where REALTOR® education comes in, not just as
a checkbox for CE credits, but as a strategic investment
in your brand, your business, and your future. Whether
you're a seasoned broker, a rising team leader, or a solo
agent carving out your niche, specialized education is
the key to becoming the go-to expert in your field.

Let’s start with the basics. Not every real estate licensee is a
REALTOR®. That trademark “R” means you’ve committed
to a higher standard of professionalism, ethics, and ongoing
education. It also unlocks access to a powerful network

of resources at the local, state, and national levels—
resources that can directly impact your bottom line.

At the national level, the National Association of REALTORS®
(NAR) offers a suite of designations and certifications that
signal serious expertise. Think of them as your professional
calling cards. Want to dominate the buyer side? The ABR®
(Accredited Buyer’s Representative) designation is built

for that. Working with investors or commercial clients?
CCIM (Certified Commercial Investment Member) is the
gold standard. Looking to expand globally? CIPS (Certified
International Property Specialist) opens international
doors. These aren’t just letters after your name—they’re
proof that you’ve done the work, mastered the material,
and earned the trust of your peers and clients.

Closer to home, Virginia REALTORS® offers targeted
programs that reflect the realities of our market. The
Graduate, REALTOR® Institute (GRI) is a deep dive

into everything from contracts to marketing to risk
management. It’s ideal for agents who want to sharpen
their skills and build a rock-solid foundation. If you’re in
property management, PM Certified is a must. Tailored
to Virginia law and best practices, it’s updated annually
to keep you compliant and competitive. And for those
stepping into leadership, Broker Premier is a game-
changer. It’s not just about running a brokerage. It’s about
leading with vision, ethics, and operational excellence.

Locally, the Hampton Roads REALTORS® Association
(HRRA) and its Alpha College of Real Estate offer
accessible, relevant education that meets you where
you are. From pre-licensing to broker prep to CE to
professional training, Alpha College is a trusted hub for
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professional growth. Plus, many national designations are
offered right here in our region, live—no travel required.

Specialized education is about more than learning; it’s about
positioning. It tells your clients, “I'm not just in real estate. 'm
an expert in your real estate needs.” Whether that’s military
relocation, luxury homes, short sales, or sustainable housing,
there’s a designation or certification that can help you own that
niche. Let’s be honest: In a crowded field, expertise is what gets
you hired, referred, and remembered.

When dollars really matter, REALTOR® designations return

a proven outcome: higher earnings. While all specialized
REALTOR® education should result in higher earnings,
designations (three-day programs with sales performance
verification required) have been tracked to increase income
for REALTORS® by 50-60%. The income differential between
areal estate agent (not a REALTOR®) and a REALTOR® with a
designation is even higher. At HRRA, we offer live designation
courses and partner with Dynamic Directions for the online
designation component. To learn more about NAR designations
and certifications, visit our website at members.hrra.com/
nar-des-certs. Remember that NAR designations and
certifications are only available to REALTOR® members.

Keep in mind that CE teaches you how to avoid fines, lawsuits,
and potentially jail; designations and certifications teach you
how to excel in the field and earn more. If you're already

a REALTOR®, take a fresh look at the designations and
certifications available to you. If you’re not yet a member,
consider what you’re missing—not just in education, but in
credibility, community, and opportunity.

Because in this business, the more you know, the more you grow.
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COASTAL VIRGINIA BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

Why Top-Producing Agents Benefit From
a Strong Relationship With the Coastal
Virginia Building Industry Association

BY COLBY RAYMOND, CVBIA PRESIDENT

In Coastal Virginia’s fast-paced real estate market, top-producing
agents know that staying ahead of the curve requires more

than just hustle and a solid client base—it requires strong,
strategic partnerships. One of the most valuable and often
underutilized relationships for high-performing agents is with
the Coastal Virginia Building Industry Association (CVBIA).

This long-standing organization, representing hundreds of
local home builders, developers, remodelers, and suppliers,
isn’t just about construction—it’s about shaping the region’s
housing future. And for real estate professionals working to
match clients with the perfect property, that’s an opportunity
worth tapping into.

At its core, CVBIA is working toward the same ultimate goal
as every top-tier real estate agent: helping more families
call Coastal Virginia home. Whether advocating for housing-
friendly policies, addressing supply shortages, or supporting
responsible growth, the association is driving initiatives that
directly impact housing availability and affordability.

When real estate agents understand what’s in the pipeline—
from new home communities to rezoning efforts—they’re
better equipped to advise clients, market listings, and anticipate
trends. A relationship with CVBIA helps agents stay on the front
end of the inventory curve instead of scrambling behind it.
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Real estate agents are more than sales professionals—they’re
influencers in the marketplace. CVBIA regularly engages
with local governments on policy matters that affect land
use, permitting timelines, housing costs, and community
development. Agents connected to the Association have

a greater opportunity to have their voices heard in these
discussions, helping to shape a future market that works for
both builders and buyers.

Events hosted by CVBIA—from summer kick-offs to industry
outlooks and political roundtables—offer real estate agents
unique opportunities to network with developers, builders,
engineers, and local decision-makers. These aren’t your
average mixers; they’re rooms where the future of housing is
being planned, debated, and brought to life.

For top-producing agents looking to expand their referral
network, build strategic partnerships, and stay at the forefront
of what’s next, there’s no better room to be in.

Coastal Virginia’s housing landscape is dynamic, and the
most successful agents know that success is a team sport.

By aligning with the Coastal Virginia Building Industry
Association, real estate agents are doing more than selling
homes—they’re helping shape the communities of tomorrow.
And that kind of impact goes far beyond a transaction.
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WHY WORK WITH US?
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THE BROKER

MORLGAGE EX{PERTS
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EXPER LET’S PARTNER FOR SUCCESS

Whether you're helping a veteran buy their first home or refinance an
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Veteran Lending
Certified) credentials.

e With deep expertise in

VA lending, we provide S SDON'T LIKE VA LOANS" - FALSE
your clients with ctstheveteran not the deal. It’s secure,
knowledgeable nd backed by strong buyers.
personalized guidance

It;l;?]ugr";f-‘:;tsghe entire DON’T LET THESE MYTHS HOLD
: YOUR CLIENTS BACK.

| THE BROKER|

L RTGAGE EXP

PARTNER WITH THE BROKER TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN
HELP VETERANS AND SERVICE MEMBERS SECURE VA ' .
LOANS FASTER AND WITH FEWER HURDLES. Let’'s start the conversation about how we can better serve your veteran clients

LET,S CLOSE MORE DEALS TOGETHER! — and make the process smoother for everyone involved.

N TopAY www.thebrokerva.com
@ The Broker-Mortgage Experts, NMLS ID #2450802. For licensing information, visit www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.
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A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

THE BEST IN REAL ESTATE - LIVE RP

CONFERENCE IN DALLAS
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B BUDGET
B BLINDS

Style and service for every budget.

Bring on the
Light with
Seamless

Control

Effortless ambiance, all year long.
Budget Blinds' motorized window
coverings and outdoor solutions let
you customize light and comfort with
ease—s0 you can enjoy every space,

indoors and out.

Call 757.356.9996 for a
Free Consultation
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