














INNOVATE

TO ELEVATE

BY COLBY RAYMOND, PRESIDENT OF THE COASTAL

GINI RIES ASSOCIATION

In today’s rapidly evolving housing
landscape, innovation isn’t just a
trend—it’s a necessity. As builders,
developers, and industry leaders in
Coastal Virginia, we’re witnessing a
powerful shift toward smarter, more
sustainable homes. This transformation
is driven by a dual imperative: to reduce
our environmental footprint and meet
the growing demand for homes that
are efficient, connected, and resilient.

At the Coastal Virginia Building
Industries Association (CVBIA), we
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BUILDING SMARTER®
GREENER HOMES IN
COASTAL VIRGINIA

believe that innovation is the key to
elevation—not just of our industry,
but also of the communities we
serve. And nowhere is this more
evident than in the convergence of
eco-friendly building materials and
smart home technologies designed
specifically for sustainability.

Building Green From the Ground Up
Sustainable construction begins with
the materials we choose. Today’s
builders are embracing products

that are renewable, recyclable, and

responsibly sourced. Bamboo flooring,
reclaimed wood, and recycled steel are
becoming staples in modern builds.
Low volatile organic compounds (VOC)
paints and adhesives improve indoor
air quality, while advanced insulation
materials, such as cellulose and mineral
wool, enhance energy efficiency.

Even concrete is getting a green
makeover. Carbon-negative concrete
and hempcrete are emerging as viable
alternatives that reduce greenhouse
gas emissions while maintaining

structural integrity. Locally sourced
materials are also gaining traction,
reducing transportation emissions
and supporting regional economies—a
win for both builders and buyers.

These choices aren’t just
environmentally responsible—
they’re market-savvy. Homebuyers
are increasingly prioritizing
sustainability, and green certifications
like the National Green Building
Standard (NGBS) are helping builders
demonstrate their commitment

to high-performance homes.

Smart Home Technologies:
Sustainability Meets Intelligence
Technology is revolutionizing the way
we think about home performance.
According to the National Association
of Home Builders (NAHB), smart
home features not only enhance
comfort and convenience—they

also play a critical role in reducing
energy and water consumption.

Smart thermostats, for example,

learn occupants’ schedules and adjust
temperatures automatically, optimizing
HVAC usage and lowering utility bills.
These devices also help overcome
common user errors in manual
programming, ensuring consistent
energy savings over time.

COASTAL VIRGINIA BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

Smart lighting systems allow homeowners
to control illumination remotely or set
schedules that align with natural light
cycles, reducing unnecessary energy

use. Meanwhile, smart appliances—

from refrigerators to washing
machines—are designed to operate

more efficiently and can be monitored

or adjusted via smartphone apps.

Indoor air quality (IAQ) monitors are
another game-changer. These devices
detect pollutants like radon, carbon
dioxide, and VOCs, alerting homeowners
to potential health risks and enabling
timely interventions. In regions like ours,
where basements are common, radon
detection is especially critical.

Water conservation is also getting a tech
boost. Smart leak detectors can identify
weak points in plumbing systems, detect
hidden drips, and even automatically
shut off the water main in the event of

a leak. These systems not only prevent
costly damage, but also save thousands
of gallons of water annually—a

crucial step in sustainable living.

The Future Is Collaborative

As we innovate to elevate, collaboration
across the building industry is essential.
Builders, architects, suppliers, and

tech developers must work together to
ensure that sustainability and smart

integration are not just features—
they’re foundational principles.

At CVBIA, we’re proud to support
our members in adopting these
forward-thinking practices. Through
education, advocacy, and community
engagement, we’re helping Coastal
Virginia lead the way in building
homes that are as intelligent as they
are environmentally responsible.

The homes we build today will shape the
lives of tomorrow. Let’s make sure they
reflect the best of what our industry—
and our values—have to offer.

Coastal Virginia
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HARVEST SUCCESS

THIS FALL

Let True North Title simplify
your fall closings—so you
can sell with confidence!

¥ Electronic EMD & contract submission

¥ In-house notaries for mobile
& e-closing convenience

Y Clear, responsive communication

¥ Secure document storage for.
peace of mind

¥ Fast, secure commission wiring

\ Expertise in every closing

MARKETING. BRANDING. 757.202.7666

info@leaharielphotography.com
PHOTOGRAP HY. Visit today // leaharielphotography.com Tamaicka Clark | Business Relationship Manager

757-963-5223 | tamaicka@truenorthtitle.com | TrueNorthTitle.com =

Building America Together

As a top-five retail mortgage lender in America' and the top
non-builder-owned lender to new homebuyers in the U.S.,2loanDepot’s
digial loan experience and vast product spectrum allow us to deliver the
right loan and improve chances of a more certain and timely closing.

loanDepot offers:
Fully digital loan experience® powered by best-in-class technology*

Lender Paid Mortgage Insurance options up to 95%?
Long-term lock options and buydowns

Builder processes to enhance customer experience

Christie Woytowitz  (757) 619-5279 .
Senior Loan Consultant cwoytowitz@loanDepot.com ’oan)epot

NMLS #743042 www.loanDepot.com/cwoytowitz ML 74457

1) Source: www.scotsmanguide.com/rankings/top-mortgage-lenders/2023-top-retail-lenders/ 2) Source: www.wsj.com/buyside/personal-
finance/best-mortgage-lenders-d0ea859d 3) Results may vary. Conditions apply. 4) Source: www.housingwire.com/articles/announcing-
the-2024-tech100-mortgage-winners/ 5) LMPI availability is subject to qualifications. | 192 Ballard Ct., Suite 100, Virginia Beach,

saucrousne A 23462 | loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 174457 (www.nmisconsumeraccess.org). Licensed by the VA Bureau of Financial Institutions
MC-5431. (040224 131872-2014h)

EVENT CATERING - CORPORATE CATERING
EASY HOME-DELIVERED MEALS

0 (757) 650-3771 www.catherinescatering.com
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HAMPTON ROADS REALTORS® ASSOCIATION

A Debt of Gratitude to the National
Association of REALTORS®

BY DR. DAWN
KENNEDY, HAMPTON
ROADS REALTORS®
ASSOCIATION, CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

44 - November 2025

November, with its Thanksgiving
holiday, is a month of gratitude, a
time to give thanks to the National
Association of REALTORS® (NAR)
for all it has done in protecting the
American Dream and keeping its
practitioners relevant and at the
center of the transaction. NAR has
long stood as a cornerstone of
the real estate industry, providing
invaluable support, advocacy,

and resources that extend far
beyond its membership. While

its primary mission is to serve

its members, the ripple effects
benefit everyone involved in real
estate, from agents and brokers
to buyers and sellers.

The most significant contribution

of NAR is its role in shaping public
policy and advocating for legislation
that supports a healthy and
transparent real estate market and
member profitability. Through its
lobbying efforts, NAR has helped to
secure tax benefits for homeowners
and ensure the protection of property
rights. These efforts create a stable
and equitable environment for all
participants in the real estate sector,
not just its members. Recent (2025)
legislative outcomes include saving
the Qualified Business Income (QBI)
tax deduction for independent
contractors, the permanent extension
of the mortgage interest deduction,
and the quadrupling of the state and
local tax (SALT) deduction cap for five
years. Based on the average earnings
of REALTORS®, the QBI saved
practitioners, on average, over $2,400
per year in taxes—quite a return on a
member’s dues investment!

The association’s Code of Ethics
serves as a benchmark for
professionalism and integrity,

influencing the behavior of real
estate professionals across the
board. The NAR Code of Ethics
serves as the basis for many of the
state licensing laws in effect today.
NAR created an incredible gift for
all real estate practitioners over

a century ago when it established
its code, as it set the basis for
regulations governing the industry.
As REALTORS®, members have
an additional benefit from the
code—the ability to self-police.

Education and research are areas

in which NAR’s impact is widely

felt. The association provides a
wealth of resources, including
market data, trend analyses, and
advanced education opportunities.
These tools empower REALTORS®

to make informed decisions and
stay competitive in a rapidly
evolving industry. HRRA members
have access to a plethora of NAR
designations and certifications,
delivered by nationally renowned
instructors. While a good percentage
of the education and information

is only accessible to REALTORS®,
the overall availability of such
comprehensive information benefits
the entire industry ecosystem.

Moreover, NAR’s commitment to
innovation has driven advancements
that streamline transactions and
improve client experiences. By
investing in digital platforms and
supporting tech startups, NAR fosters
an environment that prioritizes
efficiency and accessibility.

These innovations often become
industry standards, benefiting all
stakeholders regardless of their
affiliation with the association.

NAR has made enduring contributions
that uplift and protect the entire

real estate industry. Its advocacy,
ethical leadership, educational
resources, and technological
advancement efforts create a

robust framework that supports
professionals and consumers alike.

THE 2025 EPA MANDATE
 CHALLENGE ~

* Repairing an clder HVAC
system may require a full
replacement with a compliant
model due to new regulations
and limited parts availability.

'OPPORTUNITY
r" ORTUNITY

* Protect Your Buyers & Sellers:
A Choice Home Warranty
with Ultimate coverage helps
minimize out-of-pocket risk. WHO'E GOT
The CHOICE Ultimate Plan YOUR BACK
covers more than just the ""“::'J,:f:"“
fa omponent but CHANGES AND
replacement of the entire MORE?

SYDMEY BALMER
TET-Th2-0208
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I'm Mary Kromer, owner of a digital
marketing agency built to help REALTORS®
like you dominate your market.

Custom Websites - Social Media Management
SEO - Targeted Social Ads - Email Marketing
QuickBooks Bookkeeping & Reconciliations

Ready to see where your digital presence could be stronger?
I'm offering a FREE Website Audit—no strings attached.

732-606-5236
adigitalmarketingconsultant.com
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WHY WORK WITH US?
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THE BROKER

MORLGAGE EX{PERTS

In-Depth VA Loan Seamless Personalized
. terans Expertise: Process: Support:
Helplﬂg ve We focus on VA We streamline the We offer guidance
. loans VA loan process, through clear
ve - ! - Ll . 3
AChle ershIP with understanding ensuring it's fast, communication,
Homeown their details and gasy, and tailored strategies,

d care

efficient, allowing
you to focus on
closing deals!

helping clients
maximize
available benefits.

and exceptional
service from start
to finish.
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EXPER LET’S PARTNER FOR SUCCESS

Whether you're helping a veteran buy their first home or refinance an

SRR /04N MYTHS DEBUNKED TR Faringr it dete delver the bect poveios VA lsas solrons o

e Our team includes both T i 0s] BT your clients.
active duty service YIL’@U CAI I%I T:l 9 ICE ™ | ALSE
ou can reuse it multiple times as long as
members and veterans, entitlement is restored 2
« Many of our brokers VyﬂhLOA chTl ; VI\IWTIIJ LOSE"- FALSE "—\\"
1 ith a good lender, oans close on
hold MVLC (MIIII:CIW and smﬂar%melmestootherIoan types

Veteran Lending
Certified) credentials.

e With deep expertise in

VA lending, we provide S SDON'T LIKE VA LOANS" - FALSE
your clients with ctstheveteran not the deal. It’s secure,
knowledgeable nd backed by strong buyers.
personalized guidance

It;l;?]ugr";f-‘:;tsghe entire DON’T LET THESE MYTHS HOLD
: YOUR CLIENTS BACK.

| THE BROKER|

L RTGAGE EXP

PARTNER WITH THE BROKER TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN
HELP VETERANS AND SERVICE MEMBERS SECURE VA ' .
LOANS FASTER AND WITH FEWER HURDLES. Let’'s start the conversation about how we can better serve your veteran clients

LET,S CLOSE MORE DEALS TOGETHER! — and make the process smoother for everyone involved.

N TopAY www.thebrokerva.com
@ The Broker-Mortgage Experts, NMLS ID #2450802. For licensing information, visit www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.
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A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

B BUDGET
B BLINDS

Style and service for every budget.

Design That Feels
Like Home

As the region’s most reviewed and top-
rated window treatment company, we
bring award-winning design and expert
in-house installation to every home.
Backed by strong warranties and our 6-
month service guarantee, we provide
the finishing touch that helps your
listings stand out—or gives buyers the
move-in ready look that seals the deal.

Call 757-356-9996 for a
Free Consultation
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