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Meet Flash
& Jack

Ce\ebra’ri ng the Bond Between
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For LeAnne, Flash and Jack aren’t just
pets — they’re family. They bring joy,
love, and laughter to her household
every day. As we celebrate Mother’s
Day this month, LeAnne reflects on the
unconditional love her pets give her
and her family. “They’re always there
for us, and their presence is a constant
reminder of the importance of love and
connection,” she says.

As a real estate agent, LeAnne knows
that home is where the heart is, and
for her, that means being surrounded
by her family and the pets that make
it complete. Whether it’s a day at the
beach or a cozy evening at home, Jack
and Flash are never far from her side.

A Mother’s Love for Her Pets
LeAnne’s experience as a mom to both
Colt and her fur babies beautifully
aligns with the essence of Mother’s Day:
nurturing, caring, and unconditionally
loving. Jack and Flash, with their unique
personalities, have not only brightened
LeAnne’s life but have shown her that
love doesn’t just come from humans—it
can come from the pets who become part
of our families.

In closing, LeAnne says, “I may not
always be the first to jump into
outdoor fun, but when it comes

to my family and my pets, I
wouldn’t change a thing.”
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For Lara Fransen, home staging
is more than just placing
furniture—it’s about creating a
vision. As the founder of Staged
Upstate LLC, Lara brings years
of experience in real estate

and a keen eye for design to
help homeowners and realtors
showcase properties in their
best light. Based in Seneca, SC,
Staged Upstate specializes in
transforming vacant homes
into inviting, beautifully staged
spaces that appeal to a broad
range of buyers.

A Mother’s Love & A

Family’s Inspiration

As a mother, Lara takes great
pride in the accomplishments of
her two children. Her daughter,
Ashlyn (23), has built a successful
career in human resources in
Greenville, while her son, Carter,
is a sophomore at Clemson
University studying mechanical
engineering. Lara has thoroughly
enjoyed watching them grow
into amazing young adults.

“The teenage years flew by, but
they were some of my favorite
moments as a mom,” she shares.
“Now, seeing them navigate
adulthood with confidence is
incredibly rewarding.”

Lara grew up in metro Atlanta,
the third of four sisters, raised
by an electrician father and a
stay-at-home mother. Education
and perseverance ran deep in
her family—an impressive fun
fact: all four sisters graduated
as valedictorians from the same
small Christian school! These
strong family values, combined
with her passion for creativity,
have shaped Lara into the
determined and hardworking
entrepreneur she is today.

A House Full of Love—And
Lots of Fur!

Beyond her human family, Lara is
also a proud pet mom to a lively
crew of three dogs and two cats—
all with big personalities.

Xena, a 9-year-old Great Dane/
Golden Retriever mix, is the wise
old soul of the house.

Peach, a 4-year-old Pittie, brings
boundless energy and affection to
the family.

Ellie, a 1-year-old Great Dane, is
the household comedian, known
for her daily antics that keep
everyone laughing.

Mofo (Mo) and Subie, the feline
members of the family, rule the
house in their own mischievous
way—especially when they decide
to race through the halls at 4 AM!

“Our house is always lively, and
there’s never a dull moment,”
Lara laughs. “They all have their
quirks, but I wouldn’t trade
them for the world.” With May
being National Pet Month, it’s
the perfect time to celebrate the
unconditional love and joy pets
bring to our lives—something
Lara knows firsthand.

Bringing Homes to Life—One
Room at a Time

Lara’s passion for home staging
began in 2017 when she consulted
with investors on a historic flip
in Pendleton, SC. Recognizing a
growing need in the market, she
launched Staged Upstate LLC

in June 2024 to provide expert
staging services that highlight a
home’s best features, enhance its
marketability, and maximize its
sale potential.

With a background in real estate
and commercial construction,
Lara brings a unique perspective
to home staging. She understands
both market trends and design
principles, allowing her to create
inviting spaces that speak to
potential buyers. “I can make a
mobile home look like a million
bucks,” she says with a smile.
While Staged Upstate works with
homes of all price ranges, their
expertise shines in properties
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listed under $400,000—a crucial
segment in today’s competitive
real estate market.

Hard work and determination are
the foundations of Lara’s success.
She thrives on problem-solving,
creativity, and an unwavering
commitment to delivering
excellence. “My two least favorite
phrases are, ‘No, we can’t’ and
‘That’s the way we’ve always

done it.’ I truly believe that with
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enough effort, any problem is
figureoutable,” she explains.

Defining Success with Passion
& Purpose

Lara’s definition of success is
simple: integrity, affordability,
and reliability. “I want people

to associate Staged Upstate with
these three attributes,” she says.
Her ideal clients are homeowners
with vacant properties who need
to sell quickly and for top dollar—

whether it’s a family moving,
children selling an inherited
home, or an investor preparing a
fresh flip for market.

As she continues to build Staged
Upstate LLC, Lara remains
inspired by her favorite quote
from artist Camille Pissarro:

“Blessed are they who see
beautiful things in humble places
where other people see nothing.”
That vision, combined with her
passion and expertise, is exactly
what makes Staged Upstate

a game-changer in the home
staging industry.

CONTACT STAGED
UPSTATE LLC

ADDRESS: 1703 JAMERSON
AVE, SENECA SC 29678
PHONE: (864) 437-3547
EMAIL: LARAFRANSEN@
GMAIL.COM

FACEBOOK: STAGED UPSTATE
INSTAGRAM: @
STAGEDUPSTATE.SC

NN

ANDERSON

TN

WS
\

!
IJ‘.’lI
1 .-1—",'.:-.-

—=

| | 1

B < LD

Founded in 45+ Years of Better Family and
1999 Experience Warranties Locally Owned

CONNECT FOR A
FREE INSPECTION TODAY

DANNY BEST, OWNER

andersonmetalrooﬁng.com | 864.287.2378

Response Times

EXPERT

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
METAL ROOFING & SHINGLES ROOFING CONTRACTORS

Up-to-Date
Installation Methods

NOW
OFFERING

VIRTUAL
CONSULTATIONS
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In the world of real estate, Tameka Thomason

Meet
Bentley

of RE/MAX HALO knows the importance of
finding the perfect home—not just for people,

but for pets too. And at the heart of her own

home is Bentley Thomason, a lovable 4-year-

old Shih Tzu who fills every day with joy,

resilience, and unconditional love.

Bentley is no ordinary pup. Though
partially blind, his adventurous spirit
knows no bounds. When Tameka’s
family had the opportunity to restore
his vision temporarily through surgery,
Bentley embraced life with newfound
excitement, taking in every sight around
him. While his eyesight is gradually
fading again, his bright personality and
unwavering confidence remain as strong
as ever. He navigates the world with
enthusiasm, never meeting a stranger
and always eager to make new friends.

Tameka and her daughters, Cierra and
Madison, cherish their time together,
whether it’s competing for the title of
household Uno champion, exploring

the city, or simply enjoying each other’s
company on a relaxing drive. Bentley
fits seamlessly into their lively and
loving family, bringing a special kind
of warmth that only a devoted pet can
provide. His gentle nature, obedience,
and boundless love make him the
perfect companion—not to mention the
coolest little guy around!

As we celebrate National Pet Month and
Mother’s Day, Bentley reminds us of the
powerful bond between pets and their
owners. Whether it’s finding the perfect
home for clients or creating treasured
moments with family, Tameka knows
that home is where the heart—and
paws—are.
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Heart of Home

DEANNA ARCE OF NEST REALTY

& HER BELOVED BABIES!
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or Deanna Arce, home has always
F been more than just a place—it’s

a feeling. As a dedicated real
estate professional with Nest Realty, she
helps families find the perfect space to
call their own. But at the end of the day,
her own home wouldn’t be complete
without the unconditional love of her
three dogs: Sophie, Rucker, and George.

Sophie, the queen of the household, is a
7-year-old Havanese with a sunbathing
habit and a love for belly rubs. She
may tolerate her younger brothers, but
there’s no doubt she runs the show.
Rucker, a 4-year-old Golden Doodle,

is the gentle giant of the pack—often
mistaking himself for a lap dog. He’s
Deanna’s personal weighted blanket,
offering comfort and calm after a long
day. Then there’s George, the 3-year-old
Aussie Doodle, who is equal parts loving
and mischievous. With a heart full of

affection and a mind full of clever tricks,

George keeps everyone entertained
while sneaking his way into trouble.

As a mother of three—Serena, Ciara,
and Ethan—Deanna knows the beauty
of unconditional love. Now, with her
daughters living on their own and her
son focused on his welding career, the
family’s nearly empty nest is filled with
the joyful energy of her three pups.
“Pets are special because they love us
unconditionally,” Deanna shares. “We
could learn a lot from the way a dog
loves its owner.”

Whether it’s a peaceful day in the
garden, a weekend camping trip, or
simply relaxing by the lake, Deanna and

her husband, Luis, cherish their time
together—and their furry companions
are always by their side.

This National Pet Month and Mother’s
Day, Deanna is reminded that
motherhood takes many forms. From
raising her children to caring for her
pets, she finds joy in nurturing, giving,
and creating a home full of love.

After all, whether it’s a house or a heart,
what truly makes a home is the love

inside it.
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Duke

For Sandy Clayton, real estate
is all about finding the perfect
home—not just for families, but

for their beloved pets as well. As a
dedicated Realtor with Real, a busy
mom of four, and a passionate dog lover,
Sandy’s life is a whirlwind of sports
schedules, home closings, and tail wags.
Through it all, her two doodles, Daisy
and Duke, bring boundless love and
companionship to her family.

Meet Daisy & Duke

Daisy, an Aussiedoodle, joined the
family as a Christmas surprise in 2021.
She’s the household’s loyal protector
and the brains of the operation—
cautious with new people but fiercely
devoted to her loved ones. Her special
bond with Sandy’s oldest son Troy is
heartwarming; he’s trained her to do
just about anything, and she adores him
almost as much as she loves her mom.

Duke, on the other hand, is the family’s
Bernedoodle rescue with a heart as big
as his playful personality. His story is
one of fate—he was abandoned near
Lake Keowee, where Sandy’s sister,
LeAnne Carswell (also a Realtor), found
him and his companion Jack. While
LeAnne kept the other pup, Duke found
his forever home with Sandy and her

family. Gentle, goofy, and endlessly
loving, Duke has been a perfect addition.

Overcoming Challenges

Just a month ago, the family received
unexpected news: Duke was diagnosed
with Addison’s Disease, a rare adrenal
gland disorder that affects only 0.01% of
dogs. Having already experienced this
condition with another pet, Sandy knew
the road ahead would require careful
management and extra love. But Duke’s
resilience and joyful spirit have been
remarkable—today, he’s thriving, and
the family couldn’t be more grateful.

A Full House & Full Hearts

In the Clayton-Whiteside household, dogs
aren’t just pets—they’re family. Daisy
and Duke vacation with them, sleep in
their bed, and bring daily joy to their
bustling home. And as the kids grow and
eventually leave the nest, Sandy jokes
that every child who moves out will be
replaced with a new dog—because, after
all, there’s always room for more love.

This Mother’s Day, Sandy celebrates
the joy of being a mom—not only
to four amazing kids but also to
two incredible pups who have
made her family complete.
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For real estate agent Toni Leopard of
BHHS C. Dan Joyner Midtown, every
day is a new adventure—one made
even more special by her beloved
Sheepadoodle, Lucy. At 3.5 years old,
Lucy is more than just a pet; she’s Toni’s
shadow, co-pilot, and an expert at
bringing smiles to clients’ faces.

With striking coloring that turns heads
in downtown Greenville, Lucy is a
showstopper who charms everyone she
meets. But don’t be fooled—while she’s
99% angel, that mischievous 1% keeps
life interesting! Whether she’s dashing
through the rain, snow, lakes, or pools
to fetch a ball or joyfully joining Toni on
home tours, Lucy’s energy is boundless.

Thanks to Palmetto State K9, trainer
Kate Picone Lucy has mastered off-
leash training, making her an absolute
dream to take anywhere. Whether

she’s strolling through town, running
alongside Toni, or tagging along for

real estate showings, Lucy’s impeccable
obedience and joyful spirit make her the
perfect four-legged companion.

At home, Toni’s pack of doodles—Lucy,
and Rudie, keeps life full of fun and
love. And with a new home at Biltmore,
built by Brad & Cindy Thompson

of First Choice Homes, there’s even
more excitement on the horizon.
Especially with these two mischievous
masterminds and a pool in the back.
Summertime is one big Splash of fun.

Toni credits her father, “Big Tony,” and
godfather, Wayne McCullough, as the
guiding lights in her life—mentors who
have shown her the meaning of strength,
dedication, and support. Whether she’s
running, cycling, spending time on the
lake with Wayne & family, or squeezing
in a workout at OTF, Toni embraces life
with passion—much like Lucy, who’s
always up for the next big adventure.

This National Pet Month and Mother’s
Day, Toni celebrates the unconditional
love and companionship that pets bring
into our lives. Because whether in real
estate or at home, family—including
the four-legged members—makes every
moment more meaningful.
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BUILD » GROW > PRESERVE
WAGNER

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Thank You Upstate for
Making Us a WINNER for

Best Investment Firm! GREENVILLE OFFICE 3 Legacy Park Road, Suite A
864.236.4706

ANDERSON OFFICE 301 South McDuffie Street
 wagnerwealthmanagement.com 8642215494

Securities offered through Arkadics Capital. Member FINRA/SIPC, Advisory services through Wealth Management Advisors, - 1 ' ;- " g = ___'.-- - e ———
LLC. Arkadios Capital and Wealth Management Advisors, LLC, are not affiliated through any ownership. ! 2
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Connect Today to
Learn About Our
Realtor Referral

Program

HHHH www. veterunslundscupmgsc net

W\ Vererars . CARLTON MOTORCARS
\\\&%\ Velerans

Landscaping www.CarltonMB.com

& Construction v.c

. . (864) 213-8000
Q Elevate your home with our one-stop, customized 9446 Laurens Road | Greenville, SC 29607
= 4 A — , landscaping and construction solutions. Enjoy a
- S e o luxurious, worry-free outdoor space, backed by our
E P commitment to qUGIify and customer satisfaction. Base MSRP excludes transportation and handling charges, destination charges, taxes, title, regitration, preparation and documentary fees,
- tags, labor and installation charges, insurance, and optional equipment, products, packages and accessories. Options, model availability
d acutal dealer price may vary. See dealer for details, costs and terms.
Yapplewoodestatessc.com . an
| “ Call for a free estimate!

FREE UP YOUR TIME | HAPPY CLIENTS, LOYAL CLIENTS
MAXIMIZE PROFITS, MINIMIZE HASSLE

864-590-8481
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A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

EXCLUSIVE FOR -
REALTORS: ASK THE Guest & Brady

ATTORNEY

Your Direct Line to Legal Counsel

When deals are on the line, timely legal
guidance can make all the difference.
Introducing our new “Ask the Attorney” service
—connecting realtors directly with legal
counsel for guidance on your most pressing
questions. Whether it's contract questions,
closing concerns, or other time-sensitive
matters, get the guidance you need—when
you need it most.

For 20 years, we've been strengthening your
business by protecting your clients. Now we're
making it even easier to access our insight
directly. Scan the QR code to schedule your
personal consultation and experience the
difference our accessible attorneys makes for
your business and your clients.

Your Success is
Our Mission

SEND NEW CONTRACTS TO
ORDERS@GUESTBRADY.COM
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