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HOME PREPARATION " PHOENIX
SERVICES NPT ome Renovalions W NPT

FROM THE SMALLEST REPAIR TO THE LARGEST
Value-added services to prepare homes for sale. RENOVATION, PHOENIX HOME RENOVATION CAN HELP.

@ e @ For a FREE QUOTE call 219.512.5316

OR VISIT WWW.PHX-RENO.COM

Hrbem:g’ ;i:-ﬁng tz}afa’e 000 Dnggcapn® 0 out 0 MAKE OLD LOOK NEWQ NEW LOOK
ow We’'re Different. BETTER, AND BETTER LOOK BEST,

Financing options available
Reduce stress for your clients
Quickly get homes market-ready
Design & color suggestions
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¢ 219-350-8644




PROPERTY
M“ PRESENTATION
MODISHLY DESIGNED EXPER Ts
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3427 E 83rd Place Merrillville, IN 46410 » 219-546-1696

mfmm Partner with

MORTGAGE -

CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC!

We have been in the
industry for over 29 years!
You can count on us to
help you get your dream
home! Our friendly service
and educated team guide
our clients to a smooth

closing! CCM

Popular Products
e Freddie Mac Borrower Smart Access
Contact us TOday! e Good Neighbor Next Door
@R ccMHomeLending.com e FHA203(k) Rehabilitation

e Buy Now Refi Later!

TeamWendy@CCM.com . .
e Fannie Mae 2-4 Unit 5% Down

O 219-750-9501
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TEXT US
(219-309-7142) A
PICTURE OF YOUR
COMPLETED CROSS-
WORD AND WE'LL
SEND YOU A PRIZE!

*WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Residential Home Inspection | Sewer Scope Inspection | Septic Inspection
Wood Destroying Insect Inspection | Well Inspection | Pre-Listing Inspection
Radon Testing | 11-Month Warranty (New Builds) | Commercial Drone Pilot
Infrared Camera Certified | Water Quality Testing | Air Quality/Mold Testing

: - = %\g\l HOME INSPECTIONS
eHr CONTRERAS

T Abding Poacer oy Mind

g O TO YOUR HOME
BUYING EXPERIENCE

[=b-gedest el
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D ALPOEE

1 Service usng advanced CAmeras i asfess 4, A 48-hour best debenmenes. (f this harmmhal
sewer lines for damage or blockages. ga% s present at unsafie levels,
2. Asamphy is takoen of this b test for vasious 5. Agdging _ of ménd to your homebuying
contaminants ina bome"s drinking sourte. expériends EI E CO LT CONTRERAS
3 Air ___ testing imolwes assessing the sirin 1. Proudly serving ___ Indisna’s homebuyens Owner/lnspector
8 pusding for tha presends of mold 5pones angd 5
and othes allengénd. 9. Eadily book an indpection via
& ____ Home Inspections canirevashomeinspections.com ar [219)
B We guarantes you wWill neceive your 3097142 E 21 9-309-71 42
inSpection répont within 24 . L0 We use modern __ in the nEpection

LR P et Colt@ContrerasHomelnspections.com
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"FLOORI

SERVING ALL OF NW INDIANA SI

Ken Erow | 219-916-4777

S T Hardwood - Vinyl Plank - Installation - Refinishing
NCE 1995
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58 Valparaiso St., Valparaiso, IN 46383 » 219.389.4006
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EXPERT N A
PLUMBING SRR
SERVICES
FOR
EMERGENCIE
AND THE
EVERY DAY.

with any
plumbing repair
($79.95 value)

EINEE

219-554-8808

E PLUMBING
: 24/7 SERVICE

PARAMEDICS
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Preferred Pariners

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

ATTORNEY/LEGAL SERVICES
Kvachkoff Law INC

(219) 661-9500
www.kvachkoff.com

ESTATE SALES

Caring Transitions

Of Crown Point

(219) 213-9413
www.caringtransitionscp.com

FOUNDATIONS &
WATERPROOFING

Area Wide Waterproofing

(708) 274-7467
www.areawidewaterproofing.com

GEOTHERMAL/
HEATING/COOLING

STl Heating & Air Conditioning
(219) 515-4007
www.stiheatingandair.com

HOME BUILDER
Blackburn Builders

(815) 370-9537
www.blackburnbuilders.net

HOME INSPECTION
Contreras Home Inspections
(219) 309-7142
www.contrerashome
inspections.com

Pillar To Post (Tim James Team)
(219) 898-4357
timjames.pillartopost.com

HOME PREPARATION SERVICES
HOMEstretch -

Northwest Indiana

(219) 350-8644
www.home-stretch.com/
nwindiana

INSULATION - SPRAY FOAM
Great Lakes Spray Foam
(219) 384-9764
greatlakesspf.com

INSURANCE

Hage Insurance Agency
(219) 627-5145
www.hageinsurance.com

8 . May 2025

Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance
Aaron Schwartz

(219) 789-7485
www.infarmbureau.com/
agents/Aaron-Schwartz-Lake-
CrownPoint-IN

JUNK REMOVAL
The Junkluggers of
Greater NW Indiana
(219) 252-5882
Junkluggers.com

LANDSCAPING

Grady’s All Season
Landscape & Design

(219) 670-7513
www.gradylandscaping.com

LUXURY AUTO DEALER

Jaguar Land Rover South Shore
(219) 245-2500
landroversouthshore.com

MOLD/WATER/FIRE
RESTORATION

Rytech Restoration

- Lake County

(219) 213-3911
lake-county.rytechinc.com/

MORTGAGE / LENDER
CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC
(219) 240-1116
ccmhomelending.com

Everwise Credit Union
Scott Kosteba

(219) 276-0757
www.everwisecu.com

First Community Mortgage
-The Amanda McKenzie Team
(219) 274-0186
www.approvedwithamanda.com

Purdue Federal Credit Union
Kristine Clark

(219) 281-3288
www.purduefed.com/

Union Home Mortgage
Travis Waters
(219) 286-2211
www.uhm.com

MOVING & JUNK HAULING
College Hunks Moving Junk
(812) 219-2376
www.collegehunkshaulingjunk.
com/merrillville/

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
Fred’s Contracting Inc.
(219) 865-2056
www.fcipaints.com

That 1 Painter
(574) 622-1143
michiana.thatlpainter.com

PEST SOLUTIONS
Franklin Pest Solutions
(815) 871-2733
FranklinPestSolutions.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

T-23 Productions

(219) 381-5719
www.t-23productions.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/ BRANDING
Melinda Nicole Photography
(219) 201-0156
melindanicolephotography.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/

VIDEO PRODUCTION

Eagle Eye Media

(708) 351-0954
www.eagleeyemedianwi.com

PLUMBING

The Plumbing Paramedics
(219) 554-8808
www.theplumbingparamedics.
com/valparaiso-in

PRINTING / PROMOTIONAL
TradeWinds Print Shop

(219) 945-0100
www.tradewindssignshop.com

RENOVATIONS
Phoenix Home
Renovation NWI, LLC
(219) 247-8773
www.phx-reno.com

RESTAURANTS
Coppollilo’s Italiano
Crown Point

(219) 265-6768
coppollilos.com/locations/
crown-point/

ROOFING

Kittle Quality Roofing

(219) 816-2205
www.kittlequalityroofing.com

SEPTIC INSPECTIONS

& CONSULTING

McB’s Environmental Inspections
(574) 930-0518

STAGING

Modishly Designed

(219) 546-1696
www.modishlydesigned.com

TITLE & ESCROW

Fidelity National Title
(219) 661-6900
northwestindiana.fntic.com

Meridian Title
(317) 966-2270
MeridianTitle.com

Near North Title
(312) 621-3323
nntg.com

Premier Title
(219) 386-4006

WATER DAMAGE &
MOLD REMOVAL
SCCS NwI

(219) 928-3026
WWW.SCcsnwi.com

WOOD FLOORING
Everlast Flooring

(219) 916-4777
www.everlast-flooring.com

Don'tlet moid
ruin the deal!

AVOID SURPRISES BY GETTING AMOLD ,

INSPECTION BEFORE LISTING A PROPERTY

We are committed to ké_Plng fqm

CONTACT.--
USNOW 219-928-3026

(S

N\

MOLD INSPECTION MOLD TESTING

ALL SEASON

LANDSCAPE. & DE SIGN

Time to
scheduléyour
Spring clean

TROY GRADY
219-670-7513

tgradylandscape@gmail.com

Ad*a

www.sccshwi.com

MOLD MITIGATION

LET US HELP YOU
BRAND YOUR
BUSINESS WITH

VEHICLE
GRAPHICS!

WATER DAMAGE
CLEAN UP

* VINYL LETTERING
* VEHICLE WRAPS
* DOOR MAGNETS
* MUCH MORE!

DESIGNED AND INSTALLED BY YOUR
DEDICATED PROFESSIONALS

:—__-‘5. ’ -

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! -
(219) 945-0100 EXT. 308 « SIGNSHOP@TRADEWINDSERVICES.ORG
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Meet
The

Team

i
i
Colt Contreras Val Contreras Giavonni Downing Melinda Almaguer
Publisher Senior Editor Writer Photographer

* Over 25 Years of Experience
* Heating, Air Conditioning, & Geothermal Specialists
HEATING & * Free E:timates on New I:stalls g
AIR CONDITIONING _ d . . .
YOUR INDOOR CLIWATE SOLUTION * Residential & Commercial Installation & Service
channels for the latest

info on exclusive events 219-515-4007 * Family Owned & Operated
newsmakers and more. info@stiheatingandair.com * Financing Available

£1E)

Follow us on our social

Tyler Schilling Ryan Wells Heidi Holtsclaw Ask us about installing a geothermal heat pump in your home. It is the greenest, most efficient, and most cost
Event Photographer Event Videographer Ad Manager effective heating & cooling system available. You have to experience it to believe it!

A 30% federal tax credit for residential ground source heat pump
installations has been extended through December 31, 2032. The
incentive will be lowered to 26% for systems that are installed in 2033 and
22% in 2034, so act quickly to save the most on your installation. In
addition to the federal tax credit, some state, local, and utility incentives
may be available in your area for even more savings on installing a
geothermal heat pump.

Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers
magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the
publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

W DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2

Les Turbin, Vice President ~ Rachel Turbin, President

rFs

-&\q _ Indiana Farm Bureau'. ig

ENVIRD
INSPECTIONS

¢ ' Health Plans,

Over 30 years of educated, high-quality
evaluations for buyers, sellers, and homeowners.

Our experts use our caring approach to assist families E
during life's transitions. Our services help eliminate % % =
barriers so realtors can do what they do best, sell the U
home. Let us help you get the house SOLD.

. - WELL  WATER - SEPTIC

3% '
| Rkt idin

Everyone deserves a

Estate Sales & Downsizing & Relocation Home WY INGERES Eince e sty Dotnas coaw INFB Health Plans. I would recommend INFB Health Plans to | t | | t I .
Online Auctions Decluttering Services Clean Outs SEPTIC SYSTEMS | drinking water from the same anyone who is self-employed or needs better health care p a C e O C a '-] e I r O W r] .
Ay el SR Y SN site where waste (s disposed!

“We previously had coverage through the private sector and the
cost was outrageous. We are saving $700 to $800 a month with

options. It gives you the peace of mind knowing that you can
Organizing & Packing Homes ¢ Clean-outs, Donations, Liquidations « Managing Clutter get really good health care for your family while saving money
each month.”

-K. Chalfant

H Shane L. McBurnett D. "MecB" McBurnett
I/\‘ ca"“,g 1 Lead Inspector Inspector Y
TranS|t|OnS,, = Enwvironmental Scientist Mavy SEAL, Rat ia -

Estate Sd - Purdue Grad Purdue Grad =

(219) 789-7485
Schwartz

Us;
2095211329 %1134

requests@mchsinspect.com + 574.930.0518
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Editor’s Note

other’s Day was not just an ordinary day in my house
M growing up—it was a celebration. We made sure our

mom felt loved and cherished, as she deserved. Now,
as a mother of three, I appreciate Mother’s Day in a new way.
It’s not just about one day of recognition; it’s about the daily
balancing act that so many women handle—juggling careers,
families, and personal passions. Being surrounded by an
incredible community of strong, driven women has made me
even more grateful for the journey of motherhood. So when we
started planning our spring issues, it just felt right to dedicate
the May edition to moms in real estate.

This issue showcases remarkable women who are thriving

in their careers while keeping their families at the heart of
everything they do. Pam Joveski, featured in our cover story, is
a powerhouse in both real estate and faith, co-leading Realest.
com brokerage with her husband Sash. As a devoted mother,
Pam understands firsthand the challenges and rewards of
balancing career ambitions with family life, and she brings that
same care and commitment to her clients and team.

Our Rising Star, Juanita Yasmin Nunez, brings the compassion
and dedication she once had as a healthcare worker into her
real estate career. Her journey is proof that resilience and

love for capturing life’s fleeting moments. Melinda turned her
passion for photography into a thriving career, helping families
preserve memories while also navigating the challenges of
running a business and raising a family. She is the talented
photographer behind Northwest Indiana Real Producers,
creating beautiful headshots and branding photos in addition
to capturing family memories.

We’d also like to extend a warm welcome to our newest
Preferred Partners: Blackburn Builders, Christine Clark of
Purdue Federal Credit Union, That 1 Painter, and Travis Waters
of Union Home Mortgage. We’re thrilled to have these top-
knotch professionals join our platform and look forward to the
valuable contributions they’ll bring to our publication and the
real estate community.

Motherhood and real estate both require patience,
perseverance, and an incredible amount of heart. To every
mother in this industry making it happen daily—whether
you're closing deals, wiping little noses, or both—Happy
Mother’s Day! The Northwest Indiana Real Producers team
wishes you all a spring filled with success, joy, and balance.

YOUR HEADSHOT & Zerssnad BRANDING PHOTOGRAPHER!

o Trg o
- I'I,,;'_';}/t/c7

@ first community mortgage

contact me to learn about

' tment

M E ]__] N DA N ] CO L E 219-323-4657 MELINDANICOLEPHOTOGRAPHY2I9@GMAILCOM

inye
oty o

Amanda McKenzie

Production Monager | MNMLS ID 372937
219-274-01886 | Amanda.MeKenzie@femhomeloans.com

RESTORATION

OF LAKE COUNTY

SCAN TO WEBSITE

GET BACK TO NORMAL FASTER WITH RYTECH!

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD RESTORATION EXPERTS

Val Contreas Q : 6 ‘\’
Senior Editor

Valerie.contreras@n2co.com WATER MOLD FIRE CONTENTS

a strong support system can lead to extraordinary success.
Juanita has built a thriving business while ensuring her family
remains at the heart of everything she does.

1122 ARROWHEAD CT | CROWN POINT, IN 46307

EMERGENCY SERVICE (219) 213-3911

In our Partner Spotlight we feature Melinda Almaguer of
Melinda Nicole Photography, a business born from a mother’s
12 - May 2025 Northwest Indiana Real Producers - 13




2l 2024

BY THE NUMBERS

Here’s what the Top 300 Agents
in NWI sold in 2024

(‘% 8,400

ollllin 7

30% &7

NEW AGENTS TOTAL

TO THE TOP 300 TRANSACTIONS
—r $2,950,000,000
|——_—' SALES VOLUME

INTERESTED

in receiving your issue of

NWI REAL

PRODUCERS

at your home address?

Scan the QR code to update
your contact information.

TWO GREAT BUSINESSES, SAME GREAT OWNERS!

Radon Testing & Mitigation
Indoor Air Quality Testing & Solutions

1
TN

& ENVIRONMENTAL

14 . May 2025

Superior Residential & Commercial Inspections
WDI Inspections, Radon Testing, Water Testing, Mold Testing, & More!

/\ « The Tim James Team =
| B PILLARTOPOST

HOME INSPECTORS

Meridian Title is a Proud Partner of Homes for Heroes.

ASK US HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS!

Cindy Finley
Senior Account Manager
219.713.9760

cfinley@meridiantitle.com

Palmer Myers
Senior Account Manager
219.746.0873

pmyers@meridiantitle.com
Dawn Zigler

Senior Account Manager
219.608.4799
dzigler@meridiantitle.com

Brooke Leonard
Account Manager
219.677.3769

bleonard@meridiantitle.com




ASK THE EXPERT

Types of Legal Title to Real Estate

When it comes to real estate
transactions, how a property is titled is
significant. Understanding the different
types of legal title can help ensure a
smooth transaction and protect your
interests. The guide below outlines
common ways title can be held.

TENANCY IN COMMON

An undivided ownership in real
property by two or more persons. The
interest need not be equal, and, in the
event of the death of one (or more)

of the owners (co-tenants), no right
of survivorship in the other owners
exist and the interest of deceased
co-tenants passes to his or her heirs.

JOINT TENANCY WITH FULL
RIGHTS OF SURVIVORSHIP

An undivided interest in real estate
property, taken by two or more joint

tenants. Upon the death of a joint tenant,
the interest passes to the surviving

joint tenant(s), rather than to the

heirs of the deceased joint tenant.

TENANCY BY THE ENTIRETY

(OR A MARRIED COUPLE)

A form of ownership exclusively
reserved for a married couple. As
tenants by the entirety, a married couple
owns all interest in the real estate

and this tenancy can be terminated

by the death of one of the tenants,

the dissolution of the marriage of the
tenants or a conveyance of the interest
in the property. Neither spouse, acting
alone, can convey or encumber to a
third person an interest in property
held as tenants by the entirety. In the
event of the death of one of the spouses,
the survivor owns the property. In the
event of dissolution of the marriage, the

former spouses hold the property as
tenants in common (unless the judgment
of divorce provided otherwise).

Tip: Depending how title is held could
have an impact on whether a judgment
or other lien will attach. For example,
a judgment against a person who
holds title as a tenant in common or
as a joint tenant will attach to the real
estate. A judgment against a spouse
only and title is held as tenants by the
entireties will not attach. A Federal
Tax Lien against one spouse, though,
will attach to the property even if title
is held as tenants by the entireties.

The information above is intended for
general informational purposes only and
should not be construed as legal advice.

MERIDIAN TITLE

16 - May 2025

Leave Finding Thep
Right Mortgage To Mels

MORTGAGE
7 Al
Travis Waters

Sr. Mortgage Ac W
NMLS 15059 CO\)
219.286.2211

TWaters@UH! \ /] \\(
UHM.com/ J;\;/’I

' F

UN’ ON HOME TRAVIS WATERS

The most efficient, energy and
cost-saving option for your clients!

GREAT! AKES
— Spray Foam

David Hoekstra

Greatlakessprayfoamindiana@gmail.com

GreatlakesSPF@gmail.com
4817 Ralston PI Griffith, IN 46319

HEADSHOTS =
BRANDING VIDEOS %
VIDEQ TOURS

LISTING SHOOTS

CALL,TEXT, OR EMAILTODAY

(219) 381-5719  TYLER@T-23PRODUCTIONS.COM

Northwest Indiana Real Producers - 17
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ngf/ QP_refgrred Rat_e

Producing Branch Manager
Preferred Rate

« (708)-687-0200

¥ Nicole.Lambros@PreferredRate.com
NMLS 4174206

itheer el
EpeTenas e
sl Ty
ieslle lLamilkies e
ﬁr‘@ém'w |
Mienwey o Preferied
(Bl Muige—&

=

FLORIDA (LO50624),
ILLINOIS (031.0009794), INDIAN A (24340)

REAL e

PRODUCERS
PODCAST B

Same Brand, New Reach —
Tune in for free today

Listen on
Apple Podcasts

LISTEN ON s Spotify’

Listen on .
amazon music
SN~—"

are e REMINGTOM RAMSEY

Quality professional services
EXTERIOR INTERIOR
EPOXY FLOOR
CABINET REFINISHING

www.fcipaints.com
2190—865-2056 ®
e O ®

MICHIANA

II’ THAT 1 PAINTER
T ad

INCREASE PROPERTY VALUE
WITH A FRESH COAT OF PAINT

NOW SERVING NORTHWEST INDIANA

(219) 500-8906

WE MOVE THE e

(- y
THINGS YOUR HAULINGIJUNK 8
CLIENTS Te—

LOVE AND
GET RID OF THE
THINGS THEY DON'T

< Junk Removal
¥ Full Service Moving CALL TODAY
< Furniture Assembly

+ Packing Service 2]9 -281 —2993

N 4 =
Buy A Home Now.

Lower Your Rife [ifer.

Save housande on interest and refinancing fees
with our No-Refl Rate Modification.

_..--"'-"‘-I-..
PURDUE FEDERAL

CREDIT UNMIDHN

Giavonni
Nickson Downing

| Eriek
. == Nickson DUEFED.COM/KRISTIMNE
Our fU”r licensed and insured

team offers transparent pricing .
and free estimates. From full-
service moves to eco-friendly
junk removal, we make the
process quick, easy, and hassle-
free.
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SAVE THE DATE

You are invited to our ThU rSdCI)’,
exclusive Northwest Indiana May 'I 5I.h

Real Producers Spring Event!

1:00-3:00pm
483 Stonebridge Pkwy
Valparaiso, IN 46383

Join us for an afternoon of
networking, delicious food, and great
company hosted by Meridian Title and Premier Title .

This event at the Stonebridge Development is your opportunity
to connect with your fellow top 300 NWI Realtors and our
Preferred Partners. We will celebrate your achievements and
our March, April, and May features. This event will feature
appetizers from Gamba Ristorante, fantastic giveaways,
photography by T-23 Productions , videography by Eagle Eye
Media , and more! We can’t wait to see you there!

MTC

b} a mn e il :
ERABALET TITLE MERIDIAN TITLE

Scan to RSVP
20 - May 2025

Eco-friendly junk THE S
removal for your JUNKLU&HEFS
spring cleanout ik Remoyal The Green W4

* Residential & commercial service

« 3ame & next day Appointments

* Locally owned & operated

* We recycle & rehome as much as possible
+ Donation receipts

* Honest pricing

$25 OFF 1/4 truck load or more’

I
(]
(]
: *Dther wabdl in particiuing aneat anly. Cinaol b sombrid with pther CGUPGN CODE:
]
(]

- sck baad or more, T, and conck fione apply
Offer e plos on B/ 300005, B 2005 Aniduggens famchsing SFELLE,.  LNG SPRING 25
Al ighils rerend Each ncalion indepeadenlly cwried aad spealsd

JUNKLUGGERS.COM - 219-235-1719

NEAR
" NORTH

TITLE GROUP

Two Northwest Indiana Near North
Locations to serve you best.

Valparaiso Merrillville
308 E Lincolnway 4101 E 90th Dr, Ste C
Valparaiso, IN 46383 Merrillville, IN 46410

(219) 203-4086 (219) 755-0100

VISIT US AT
NNTG.COM

Real Estate Law ¢ Evictions * Tax Sales ¢ Solving Title Issues

Guided by Experience,

Your Trusted Partner with
Compassion and Transparency.

BB Kvachkoff
=4 Law, Inc.

K | L 405 N Main Street, Crown Point, IN 46307
Kvachkofflaw@gmail.com | 219-661-9500

. 7-

Your clients are making one of the
biggest investments of their lives. We
help protect it. Whether it's termites
threatening a foundation, mosquitoes
ruining outdoor spaces, or unexpected
pest issues surfacing before closing, we
provide proven, family-safe solutions.

Termite Protection - Chemical-free, preventive
solutions for Northwest Indiana homes.

Mosquito Control - Safe for families, pets, and pollinators
like butterflies.

Investor & Property Management Expertise - Trusted by
real estate professionals.

95+ Years of Integrity & Excellence - We're still
family-owned, unlike the competition.

We are a local resource for your team and clients.
Book a free Lunch & Learn!

We'll equip you with essential pest knowledge

to protect deals and add value to your service.

w e T

, 800-GOT-PESTS? R A NK L IN 9
_ FranklinPestSolutions.com ar G

] i
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PAR:I' ER SPOTLIGHT

BY GIAVONNI DOWNING

PHOTOGRAPHY BY

MELINDA NICOLE PHOTOGRAPHY

B e

MehndaAlmaguer

Balancing
Life and Lens:
The Success of Melinda
Nicole Photography

of Melinda Nicole
Photography

elinda of Melinda Nicole
Photography didn’t just
stumble into her profession;

she carved a path with heart and
intention. What started as a personal
quest to capture the fleeting moments
of motherhood has blossomed into a
thriving business built on connection,
compassion, and a deep understanding
of her clients’ experiences.

“My journey into photography started
with motherhood,” Melinda recalls,
tracing her origins. “I purchased

a camera to capture all the little
moments I wanted to remember as our
children grew.” Her initial fascination
stemmed from a desire to freeze life’s
authentic moments.

Her natural talent and eye for detail
didn’t go unnoticed. Soon, friends and
family were requesting her services,
and a cake smash session for a family
member marked the beginning of her
professional journey.

Before fully embracing photography,
Melinda worked as an ultrasound
technician, a background that
surprisingly complemented her artistic
pursuits. “As I began learning more
about photography, I quickly noticed
the similarities to the principles of
radiography and sonography. Setting

Northwest Indiana Real Producers - 23



the parameters
for varying
radiographs

is similar to
the manual
settings of

a camera.
Radiology

where I

first learned like ﬁnding peace with

about the

inverse square what I'm doing. 7

law, which

was very helpful

when I was first

learning studio lighting.”

This experience also honed

her ability to connect with women,
particularly mothers, a demographic
that forms the core of her clientele.

“To me, capturing memories was about
family and the connections we share,”
Melinda explains. This focus on family
and connection allows her to deeply
relate to her clients, offering support
and understanding beyond the typical
photographer-client relationship.
“Sessions started becoming an
opportunity for me to provide a safe
space for my clients to share their heart.
Sometimes I offered advice, other times
Tjust listened and encouraged them. I
believe that as mothers, we’re meant

to support, uplift, and be there for one
another. It’s so comforting to know
you're not alone.”

24 - May 2025

Before, success was
being able to sustain a

is also lifestyle, but today it feels

Her business has evolved into a space
where clients feel seen and celebrated.
“I focus on offering my clients a full,
meaningful experience, not just a
photoshoot. I prioritize giving each
client my full attention, spending more
time with them rather than juggling a
high volume of sessions. This has helped
me understand who they are, what they
want, and how to serve them better.”
This personalized approach ensures
that each photograph captures the true
essence of her clients.

The leap to full-time photography
wasn’t without its challenges. Balancing
motherhood with a growing business
required careful planning and a strong
support system. “My husband’s support

has been such an important part of my
journey. I couldn’t have been successful
without him. There were times that

he believed in me more than I did,”

she acknowledges. Moving from a
home studio to a commercial space in
2024 was another significant step she
describes as “a leap of faith.”

Melinda gives all the glory to God for
her success. She firmly believes that

by leaning into Him and stepping

out in faith, He will guide her path

and take care of the rest. Her journey
has been one of trust, perseverance,

and gratitude, knowing that every
opportunity and talent she has comes
from Him. Through her work, she strives
to reflect His grace, capturing the beauty
and authenticity of each moment. With
faith at the center of her business, she is
committed to serving others with love,
purpose, and excellence.

She extends her compassionate
approach to client service, offering
complimentary makeup services and
creating a comfortable environment

for headshots and brand shoots. “As a
mom myself, I know how easy it is to put
ourselves last. That’s why I love offering
a service that helps moms feel beautiful
and reconnect with themselves—even if
just for a few hours.”

Melinda’s definition of success has
evolved beyond mere financial gain.
“Before, success was being able to
sustain a lifestyle, but today it feels like

finding peace with what I'm doing.” Her
focus is now on maintaining balance,
prioritizing faith and family, and giving
back to her community.

“My goals for this year are to invite
more people into the studio, to help
give back a little bit more, to build
relationships and maintain consistent
balance.” Melinda has hosted several
collaborative events in her studio this
year, designed to provide resources and
foster a community for women at every
stage of motherhood.

Her advice for professionals seeking

to enhance their images is simple yet
profound: “Lighting. Good lighting is so
important. It can completely transform
an image.” She also stresses the
importance of styling and authenticity.
“Be true to who you are, because
people can see through an image that
is not authentic.”

Melinda’s commitment to community
extends beyond her business. She

is actively involved in her church,
Bethel Church in Crown Point, and she
volunteers with motherhood groups.
Her large family, including five sisters
and 19 nieces and nephews, remains a
constant source of joy and support.

“My family will always be my top
priority,” she says about spending
quality time with her husband and
their three young children. “My
husband is my rock and I am grateful

for his support as I’'ve grown the
business and navigated the challenges
of balancing it all.”

Melinda takes pride in leaving her
clients with more than just beautiful
images—she provides them with
cherished keepsakes they can hold onto
for a lifetime.”I offer more than just
digital memories,” she explains. “Every
client leaves with a tangible memory.”
This includes printed portraits, albums,
and framed art, ensuring her clients
have lasting keepsakes.

Melinda’s Photography is more than just
a business; it’s a testament to the power
of connection, compassion, and the
enduring beauty of capturing life’s most
precious moments.

“I focus on
offering my clients
a full, meaningful
experience, not
just a photoshoot.”
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RYAN IS THE FOUNDER OF EAGLE EYE MEDIA AND HAS EXTENSIVE

~” KNOWLEDGE IN VIDEO MARKETING, BUSINESS AND CONTENT

== CREATION. RYAN'S TIME IS SPENT STRATEGIZING IDEAS FOR

S0 PROJECTS, COORDINATING WITH CLIENTS AND STREAMLINING
APRODUCTION FOR HIS TEAM.

YOU MIGHT FIND HIM BEHIND THE CAMERA DURING SOME
PRODUCTIONS BUT HE WILL ALWAYS BE DIRECTING THE PRODUCTION
TEAM AND MAKING SURE EVERYONE IS HAVING FUN, ALL WHILE
EXECUTING TOP-NOTCH CONTENT FOR ALL OF OUR CLIENTS.

|A IS AN EXPERIENCED PHOTOGRAPHER AND VIDEOGRAPHER,
EARHEADING MANY OF OUR REAL ESTATE AND COMMERCIAL
ROJECTS. SHE ALSO LEADS OUR EVENT DIVISION, PROVIDING
TOP-QUALITY SERVICE FOR EVERY PRODUCTION. -

ITH ALL OF HER EXPERTISE, DELIA IS THE PERFECT TEAM
AYER. FROM CAPTIVATING STORYTELLING TO HIGH QUALITY
ALS, SHE SEAMLESSLY FITS INTO THE PRODUCTIOTWHEREVER
SHE IS NEEDED. |

BOOK WITH US HERE!
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CROWN POINT GARY*

11364 Broadway 363 S. Lake Street
Crown Point, IN 46307 Gary, IN 46403
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SCHERERVILLE VALPARAISO
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CHESTERTON
705 Plaza Drive, Ste. 1
Chesterton, IN 46304
0:219.929.1011

HOBART*

655 E. 3rd Street
Hobart, IN 46342
0:219.661.6923

PORTAGE*

2710 Willowcreek Rd.
Portage, IN 46368
0:219.762.7705

FIDELITY NATIONAL TITLE CLOSING TEAM

HIGHLAND

2016 45th Street
Highland, IN 46322
0:219.924.7587

MICHIGAN CITY*
210 Commerce Square
Michigan City, IN 46360
0:219.872.9103

By appointment only*
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RISING STAR

From Health
Care To Home
Closings:
Juanita Yasmin
Nunez’s Real
Estate Rise

BY GIAVONNI DOWNING
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MELINDA
NICOLE PHOTOGRAPHY

Juanita Yasmin Nunez
is a rising star in the
real estate world. Her
success is a festament
to her dedication,
compassion, and strong
work ethic. Born in
Mexico and raised in
Hammond, Indiana,
Juanita’s story is about
resilience, family, and a
relentless drive to serve
her community.

A devoted wife and mother
of three—Kamila (16),

Aria (7), and Oliver (3)—
Juanita skillfully balances
a thriving career with the
joys of family life. She and
her husband have called
Northwest Indiana home
for over a decade. This
journey culminated in
2008 as she watched her
husband completely gut
and remodel their first
starter home. “Seeing my
husband build our home
from the ground up ignited
my desire to help others
achieve homeownership,”
she shares about the home
transformation being the
biggest step in their marriage
and the spark that ignited
her passion for real estate.

Her entry into the real estate
field began in 2021 and
gained momentum in 2022.
Balancing a newborn with

a demanding new career
was undeniably challenging.
This honest reflection
highlights many working
mothers’ real-life struggles
and Juanita’s commitment
to prioritizing her family.

Her husband’s
encouragement was pivotal
in her career shift. “My
husband planted the real
estate seed in my mind,”
she says. For Juanita,

real estate is more than
just a job; it’s a calling.

Juanita’s commitment

to exceptional service is
evident in her willingness to
gladly sacrifice sleep for her
clients’ peace of mind. “My
job is to ensure my clients
don’t stress,” she explains.

Despite the challenges,
Juanita has achieved
remarkable success. “In 2023,
Inearly hit $5 million in
sales. By mid-2024, I reached
$5 million.” Her drive for
consistency is evident. “I tell
myself, as long as I'm doing
my best, providing excellent
service, and working with
integrity, things will fall

into place.” This rapid
success is built on genuine
service, a commitment

to ethical practice, and a
belief that “faith and karma
bring good back to you.”

Her approach, marked by
sincere care and consistent
follow-up, sets her apart.
“Clients see that 'm genuine
and truly want the best

for them,” she explains.

Juanita started her real
estate journey as a CT
Technologist in a hospital,
often working grueling
12-hour shifts. “There were
days I'd go straight from the
hospital to showing houses,”
she recalls. “In the hospital,
I treated my patients like
family. I bring that same
philosophy to real estate.”

She was committed to
real estate from day
one and eventually left
medical care in 2024.

Her medical background
influences her real estate
practice. “Some people think
it’s all about the money, both
in medicine and real estate,”
she observes, stressing the
importance of compassion
and genuine care.

Juanita pictured with her mother Lupita, husband Luis, and children
Kamila, Aria, and Oliver

The most rewarding aspect
of her work is guiding
clients through challenging
transactions. “The hardest
deals are the most fulfilling
because you learn and can
help clients the most,” she
explains, emphasizing her
dedication to going above
and beyond. “I've had
clients come to my office so
I could explain documents
in Spanish,’ she says,
highlighting her commitment
to her community. This act
of service is a full-circle
moment for Juanita. “As

a little girl, I remember
translating important
documents for family, so
it’s a complete honor and
privilege to do the same
for my clients, ensuring
they’re fully informed

in their language.”

While she dreams of
building a team, Juanita
focuses on continued growth
and consistent service.

“I want to maintain this
consistency,” she states.

Family is Juanita’s bedrock,
with her mother, Lupita
Nunez, playing a pivotal
role in her success. “She’s
always there, supporting
and cheering me on,”
Juanita says, expressing
deep gratitude. ““My strong
work ethic comes from

my mother, who always
taught me the importance
of responsibility and
perseverance.” Juanita notes
that this support extends
to childcare: “She quit her
job to watch my kids,”
highlighting her mother’s
significant sacrifices.

Beyond the numbers, Juanita
defines success as having
happiness and good health
while spending time with
her family and children.

“Knowing you have comfort
and peace of mind with your
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kids, seeing them happy and
playful, and maintaining
overall health—that’s what

matters to me,” she explains.

In her free time, she
cherishes family moments
and explores new culinary
adventures, including her
three-year-old son’s love
for sushi. She also enjoys
baking and decorating
cakes, often creating
personalized welcome-
home cakes for her clients.

Juanita emphasizes the
importance of intentionally
devoting time to marriage.
‘It’s consistently rekindling
that romance and
connection,” she says.
“Especially since we are
juggling multiple jobs and
projects, being intentional
with our time together

has been fundamental

to reaching our 16th
anniversary this May 9th.”

For aspiring realtors,
Juanita says, “Don’t give
up. Don’t be discouraged.
Aslong as you work hard,
God will reward you. Look
beyond the numbers.”

Juanita Yasmin Nunez’s
journey exemplifies the
power of compassion,
dedication, and a genuine
desire to serve. As she
grows her career, she
remains grounded in her
values, building strong
relationships and fostering
lasting connections

within her community.
Juanita Yasmin Nunez is a
rising star in the real estate
world. Her success is a
testament to her dedication,
compassion, and strong
work ethic. Born in Mexico
and raised in Hammond,
Indiana, Juanita’s story is
about resilience, family,
and a relentless drive to
serve her community.

30 - May 2025

A devoted wife and mother
of three—Kamila (16),

Aria (7), and Oliver (3)—
Juanita skillfully balances
a thriving career with the
joys of family life. She and
her husband have called
Northwest Indiana home
for over a decade. This
journey culminated in
2008 as she watched her
husband completely gut
and remodel their first
starter home. “Seeing my
husband build our home
from the ground up ignited
my desire to help others
achieve homeownership,”
she shares about the home
transformation being the
biggest step in their marriage

and the spark that ignited
her passion for real estate.

Her entry into the real estate
field began in 2021 and
gained momentum in 2022.
Balancing a newborn with

a demanding new career
was undeniably challenging.
This honest reflection
highlights many working
mothers’ real-life struggles
and Juanita’s commitment
to prioritizing her family.

Her husband’s
encouragement was pivotal
in her career shift. “My
husband planted the real
estate seed in my mind,”
she says. For Juanita,

real estate is more than
just a job; it’s a calling.

Juanita’s commitment

to exceptional service is
evident in her willingness to
gladly sacrifice sleep for her
clients’ peace of mind. “My
job is to ensure my clients
don’t stress,” she explains.

Despite the challenges,
Juanita has achieved
remarkable success. “In 2023,
I nearly hit $5 million in
sales. By mid-2024, I reached
$5 million.” Her drive for
consistency is evident. “I tell
myself, as long as 'm doing
my best, providing excellent
service, and working with
integrity, things will fall

into place.” This rapid
success is built on genuine
service, a commitment

to ethical practice, and a
belief that “faith and karma
bring good back to you.”

Her approach, marked by
sincere care and consistent
follow-up, sets her apart.
“Clients see that I'm genuine
and truly want the best

for them,” she explains.

Juanita started her real
estate journey as a CT
Technologist in a hospital,
often working grueling
12-hour shifts. “There were
days I'd go straight from the
hospital to showing houses,”
she recalls. “In the hospital,
I treated my patients like
family. I bring that same
philosophy to real estate.”

She was committed to
real estate from day
one and eventually left
medical care in 2024.

Her medical background
influences her real estate
practice. “Some people think
it’s all about the money, both
in medicine and real estate,”

she observes, stressing the
importance of compassion
and genuine care.

The most rewarding aspect
of her work is guiding
clients through challenging
transactions. “The hardest
deals are the most fulfilling
because you learn and can
help clients the most,” she
explains, emphasizing her
dedication to going above
and beyond. “I’'ve had
clients come to my office so
I could explain documents
in Spanish,’ she says,
highlighting her commitment
to her community. This act
of service is a full-circle
moment for Juanita. “As

a little girl, I remember
translating important
documents for family, so
it’s a complete honor and
privilege to do the same
for my clients, ensuring

they’re fully informed
in their language.”

While she dreams of
building a team, Juanita
focuses on continued growth
and consistent service.

“I want to maintain this
consistency,” she states.

Family is Juanita’s bedrock,
with her mother, Lupita
Nunez, playing a pivotal
role in her success. “She’s
always there, supporting
and cheering me on,”
Juanita says, expressing
deep gratitude. ““My strong
work ethic comes from

my mother, who always
taught me the importance
of responsibility and
perseverance.” Juanita notes
that this support extends
to childcare: “She quit her
job to watch my kids,”
highlighting her mother’s
significant sacrifices.

Beyond the numbers, Juanita
defines success as having
happiness and good health
while spending time with
her family and children.

“Knowing you have comfort
and peace of mind with your
kids, seeing them happy and
playful, and maintaining
overall health—that’s what
matters to me,” she explains.
In her free time, she
cherishes family moments
and explores new culinary
adventures, including her
three-year-old son’s love

for sushi. She also enjoys
baking and decorating
cakes, often creating
personalized welcome-
home cakes for her clients.

Juanita emphasizes the
importance of intentionally
devoting time to marriage.
‘It’s consistently rekindling
that romance and

connection,” she says.
“Especially since we are
juggling multiple jobs and
projects, being intentional
with our time together
has been fundamental

to reaching our 16th
anniversary this May 9th.”

For aspiring realtors,
Juanita says, “Don’t give
up. Don’t be discouraged.
Aslong as you work hard,
God will reward you. Look
beyond the numbers.”

Juanita Yasmin Nunez’s
journey exemplifies the
power of compassion,
dedication, and a genuine
desire to serve. As she
grows her career, she
remains grounded in her
values, building strong
relationships and fostering
lasting connections
within her community.
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Real Estate, Real Faith,

¢ (Pocl (Posulls

Sash and Pam Joveski, broker-
owners of Realest.com, have
cultivated a real estate brokerage
that transcends typical business
models. Their journey, marked
by a profound spiritual shift

and a commitment to “love

thy neighbor,” has redefined
their approach to real estate,
prioritizing people over
properties. This commitment

is visually represented in their
office, located in Crown Point’s
historic downtown square, which
features prominent displays of
inspirational Biblical messages.
The lower-level space provides

a calm, communal environment
where agents can share best
practices and find encouragement
to deliver exceptional service.

Pam’s entry into the industry
was a natural extension of her
partnership with Sash. “Sash
was an agent before me, and
we did investments together,”
she recalls. As his business
grew, she saw an opportunity
to join him, completing her real
estate courses while pregnant
with their son, Marcus.

Sash’s path began with a
professor’s enticing portrayal
of the industry. However,

the reality proved far more
complex. “I got into real estate
at the best time ever,” he laughs,
referencing the recession. This
challenging start shaped his
vision for a brokerage rooted
in transparency and fairness.
“I realized the agents who sell
more tended to get favored
treatment, and I didn’t think
that was fair.” This realization
sparked the creation of Realest.
com, a brokerage where every
agent receives equal support,
regardless of sales volume.
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Sash and Pam are pictured with their scripture wall, a testament to their faith and
source of inspiration

The name “Realest” reflects their
commitment to authenticity. “We
wanted something real,” Sash
explains. Their motto, “people
over properties,” embodies

their dedication to valuing
individuals above transactions.
“We wanted to build this
business valuing people,” he
says. This ethos evolved into
“love thy neighbor,” one of

the great Biblical commands
and a principle that extends
beyond sales to encompass all
aspects of their agents’ lives.

Early in his career, Sash’s
perception of real estate was
limited to sales. Pam shared

a similar view, focusing on
transactions. However, they
soon discovered that success in
real estate hinges on genuine
care and collaboration. He

also acknowledges the often-
overlooked contributions of
title companies, lenders, and
inspectors, stating, “They work a
lot harder than people realize.”

This dynamic duo is no stranger
to transition. Growing up, Sash’s
family moved from Macedonia to
Northwest Indiana. The Joveskis’
most profound transformation
occurred in their seventh

year of business, when they
dedicated their work to God.

Though always anchored in faith,
they, like many entrepreneurs,
wrestled with the challenges of
building a successful business.
After years of relentless effort,
they achieved success but found
themselves exhausted. Pam
reveals, “We were putting a

lot on ourselves to grow and
increase production. Then one
day we realized, this isn’t about
us, by any means.” They realized
the necessity of relinquishing
control and allowing their faith
to guide their business decisions.
A pivotal moment was their
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decision to surrender their
business to God. This spiritual
shift transformed their approach,
leading to unprecedented growth.

In the year following this

shift, they experienced more
remarkable growth than in

the previous seven combined.
“When we gave our office to
Jesus, we began to grow more
than double, even triple, than
what we’ve done in seven years
on our own,” Sash reveals.

Pam attributes their success to
their faith, believing God uses
their business, knowledge, and
expertise to cultivate a team
and community of realtors who
genuinely care for their clients.

Navigating business and family
life presented challenges,

but they relied on their faith
and each other’s strengths

to overcome them. Their
contrasting personalities
proved complementary. Pam

recalls, “Sash’s mind—he’s
tech-savvy, and he’ll sit down,
tell me 20 things at once, and
then I take time to digest and
help execute those things.”

Their office now features a
scripture wall, a testament

to their faith and a source of
inspiration for their agents. “We
don’t try to force anybody to
subscribe to our belief system,”
Sash clarifies. “Everybody is
welcome here, regardless of




Pam attributes their
success to their
faith, believing God
uses their business,
knowledge, and
expertise to cultivate a
team and community
of realtors who
genuinely care for
their clients.

what they believe.” Instead,
they aim to serve their agents
with love and grace.

For the Joveskis, success is not
measured in sales or money.
“Success is how good people feel
about themselves after interacting
with me,” Sash states. Pam echoes
this sentiment: “I don’t want

to focus on myself this year. I
want to help all the agents grow
in any way, shape, or form.”

Their advice to new agents
emphasizes service and
authenticity. “Just find
opportunities to serve your
client,” Sash advises. “Embrace
the newness.” Pam adds, “I am
never beyond asking questions.
Every situation is completely
different.” They foster a
collaborative environment
where agents learn from each
other’s experiences. “Success
leaves clues,” Sash notes.

Beyond real estate, the Joveskis
are dedicated soccer parents,
supporting their son Marcus.
They value the life lessons soccer
imparts, such as dedication,
patience, and teamwork. “We
have a saying at our house

that we used to teach Marcus.
We share the two P’s to
greatness, and that’s practice
and prayer,” Sash shares.

The Joveskis also actively
contribute to their community.

36 - May 2025

“We started a ‘love thy neighbor’
group,” Sash explains. “We want

to showcase other businesses and
community events.” Their goal is to
lead by example when giving back.

Above all, the Joveskis
express gratitude for their
agents. “I would like to

highlight all of our agents,” Sash says. “We
are grateful for their support,” Pam adds.

In a competitive industry, Sash and Pam Joveski
have carved out a unique space where faith,
service, and transparency reign supreme. Their
dedication to their agents and community reflects
a genuine desire to make a lasting impact, proving
that true success lies in uplifting others.
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Come see why Jaguar Land Rover South Shore
s the Fastest Growing Luxury Dealership in Chicagoland

(«
Where everyone is

treated like friends
and family.”

CHECK US OUT HERE!

JLRSouthShore.com

BLACKBU

L D E R S

"Take your clients to a builder they can trust!
At Blackburn Builders, our family-owned
approach ensures an intimate, hands-on

experience. Together, we’ll create the
perfect home tailored to their dreams!”
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Don’t let a leaky listing sink
your deal! Call the pros at
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timely and thorough service.

Scan for more
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services available and
for speedy service.
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