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This is more than just a home; it's an 
opportunity to create a space that is 

uniquely yours.

For more details 
and to visualize 

your future 
home, please 

visit our website

A unique opportunity to create your 
dream home in a prime location minutes 

to downtown and Lake Austin. With 
stunning views, customization, and an 

opportunity to work with the Builder of the 
Year, Atlas Homes.
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NOTHING PROTECTS 
LIKE A MOMMA BEAR.

With Momma Bear Roofer, you gain more than a roofing service, you gain a strategic partner 
who anticipates needs, not just reacts to them. 
Founded by Austin, a visionary realtor and expert roofer, we understand the landscape 
better than anyone—because we're part of it.
Why wait for a sign of trouble? Be proactive with our Turn-Key roofing solutions that 
ensure your listings are not just ready but resilient, attractive, and 
primed for a swift, smooth close. We go above and beyond—just 
like you—to protect your clients and their investments. 
Because nothing protects like a Momma Bear. 
Let’s get ahead together. Ensure every transaction 
closes under a roof that’s guaranteed to last. 
Contact us today.

(512) 740-2217
AUSTIN@MOMMABEARROOFER.COM

Secure Your Client’s Future with a Roof that’s Built to Last

Austin Chittim, Owner

Loan Officer, NMLS: 425953
jesselokken.com  |  jesse.lokken@primelendng.com

7000 N Mopac Expressway, Suite 400, Austin, Tx 78731
312-285-6136
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RELATIONSHIP-FOCUSED SERVICE. 
TRUSTED FINANCIAL ADVISORS.

The advisors of Gagne Wealth Management Group have dedicated 
their entire careers to providing strategic financial advice and helpful 
guidance to their valued clients. Jay Gagne spent 10 years at 
Merrill-Lynch and then transitioned their business to Raymond 
James in 2004. Gagne Wealth Management is a family-owned 
business, Jay is dedicated to the creation of financial success for 
you and your family for generations to come.

Contact us now for a complimentary, no-obligation financial 
consultation. Simply visit our Get In Touchpage or call us
toll-free at 866.461.7673.

MEET JAY GAGNE
Jay Gagne is a Raymond James financial advisor who began his career 
back in 1995. He offers his clients more than 29 years of continuous 
investment management and financial planning expertise. Jay has 
achieved a Certification from the prestigious Wharton School of 
Business in Pennsylvania as a Certified Investment Management 
Analyst (CIMA), which translates to a deep understanding and 
knowledge of the available financial options for his clients.

Jay has continually been recognized for his achievements, 
including the following distinctions and honors:

2019-2024: Forbes Best in State Wealth Advisor
2023-2024: Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Management Teams
2014-2024: Member of Raymond James Financial Services Leaders Council*
2023-2024: Advisor Hub Top 100 Advisors
2021-2023: CollegeChoice Advisor 529 Savings Plan Award of Excellence

HELPING YOU ACHIEVE 
YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS
Our hope is to have a client for life, and our 98% retention 
rate is proof of our dedication to this goal. Simply put, our 
goal is to facilitate our clients'’' financial goals, and our 
philosophy, mission and promise to you are all focused on 
this underlying goal.

Our Mission
To provide our clients the ultimate client experience through:
• Consistent client contact
• Rapid response to time-sensitive issues
• Strategic financial planning implementation

Our Promise to You
The advisors at Gagne Wealth Management Group will:
• Always have your best financial interests in mind.
• Always give you honest education and feedback about 

financial products available in the market.
• Make you feel as if your account is the most important 

one - because it is.

Scan Here
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Licari
F R O M  U K R A I N E  T O  AU S T I N ,  
A  J O U R N E Y  O F  R E S I L I E N C E  &  S U C C E S S

Elena

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

REAL PRODUCER COVER STORY 

“My mom and I evacuated to Moscow,” 
she recalls. “My dad and brother had to 
stay back and go separately, it was tough 
on the family to have to separate at a 
time like this!”

Elena’s parents decided to seek a 
better life elsewhere, leading to their 
immigration. In 1989, Ukraine was 
still under Soviet rule, making their 
journey a remarkable one. The family 
received refugee status after applying 
about 2 years earlier and an extensive 
interview process. Years of not knowing 
if we would get to leave, living in angst! 
With two suitcases and not much more 
they spent a few months in Austria 
before making Italy their temporary 
home, living in communal immigration 
homes throughout their journey in 
each country. Six months later, San 
Jose became their first landing spot in 
the United States, although the reality 
differed from the “golden streets” and 
palm trees they had imagined.

This experience instilled in Elena the 
virtues of perseverance, grit, and hard 
work – qualities that would define her 
and her future.

Their initial home was a small 
apartment with a single twin bed for 
the whole family, and canned foods 
sustained them for weeks. Despite the 
challenges, Elena’s parents, both highly 
educated – her mother a professional 
music teacher and nurse and her 
father a mechanical engineer – instilled 
a strong value for education. Elena 

learned from a young age that although 
they were initially financially struggling, 
opportunities lay ahead if they persisted.

Pursuing Her Passion 

Growing up in San Jose, Elena found her 
passion for martial arts at the age of 10. 
With her parents being workaholics, 
she made choices that would shape her 
future. At 13, she took on her first job, 
teaching martial arts to 3 and 4-year-
olds in exchange for free training. This 
experience laid the foundation for 
her journey into sales, where she sold 
packages and enrolled people in martial 
arts, realizing her ability to change lives.

Elena’s early adulthood saw her explore 
various paths, from becoming a personal 
trainer to contemplating a career in 
exercise physiology. However, a chance 
encounter with firefighters led her to 
consider a different path. Riding 
along in San Francisco on 
a Friday night ignited 
her interest in joining 
the fire service, an 
unconventional 
decision at the 
time, given the 
scarcity of women 
in the field.

Determined 
to pursue her 
newfound passion, 
Elena dropped her 
classes, attended an 
accelerated EMT school, 
and immersed herself in the world of 
emergency services. At the age of 20, she 
became a firefighter in San Jose, making 
her one of the youngest, at the time, to 
achieve this feat.

“There were 3,000 people who signed 
up for the test. says Elena. She was one 
of only 30 to join the fire department 

Top Producer Elena Licari’s story is one of 
resilience, determination, and a relentless 
pursuit of success. Born in Ukraine in 
1986, Elena faced challenges early in 
life, having been just two months old 
when the Chernobyl disaster occurred.

My mom and I 
evacuated to Moscow. 

My dad and brother 
had to stay back and go 
separately, it was tough 
on the family to have to 

separate at a time  
like this!”
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in that first class. It wasn’t easy with 
some 100+-degree days and wearing 100 
pounds of gear.

With just under 15 years in the fire 
department, she climbed through the 
ranks up to the rank Fire Engineer 
(driver/operator) and spent several years 
in special ops as a Hazmat Specialist, 
gaining valuable skills in staying calm 
under pressure and managing emotions 
– skills she finds invaluable in her 
current real estate career.

While working as a firefighter, Elena 
met her husband, Tony, a builder with 
27 years of experience. Their shared 
love for modern smart-home aesthetics 
and the realization that they enjoyed 
remodeling led them to embark on a 
journey together. The lightbulb moment 
for real estate struck, prompting Elena 
to obtain her license. Immersing herself 
in the industry, she sought guidance 
from the top agents and coaches.

Thriving in Real Estate 

Balancing two full-time jobs, Elena 
thrived in real estate, applying her 
negotiation skills and helping clients 
navigate the complexities of  
home buying.

“My value is in negotiating, helping 
people get what they want, building 
relationships with people, and my 
understanding of construction,” she says.

She views real estate as akin to 
responding to a fire, focusing on goals, 
objectives, safety concerns, and mapping 
out the best course of action. Her 
unique perspective, derived from her 

She views real estate as 
akin to responding to a 
fire, focusing on goals, 
objectives, safety concerns, 
and mapping out the best 
course of action. 
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familiarity with the building, 
remodeling, and design 

aspects of construction, sets 
her apart in the competitive 
real estate market.

Even during the challenges 
posed by the COVID-19 

pandemic, Elena adapted 
by taking her business to 

Zoom, selling 59 houses while 
working full-time as a firefighter, 

resulting in being ranked as top 
1% out of 1.6M realtors nationwide 
for multiple years per Wall Street 
Journal Real Trends. Her commitment 
to providing valuable information 
to clients, coupled with her ability to 
navigate home inspections with ease, 
has set her apart as a trusted advisor.

The decision to expand to Austin was a 
pivotal moment for Elena. Along with 
a thriving business in the Bay Area, the 
energy and vibrancy of Austin captured 
her heart. Expanding to Austin, she 
continued her success, working with 
high-value clients and embracing the 
unique lifestyle the city offers.

Elena’s approach to real estate is 
not solely data-driven; it’s about 
understanding how clients feel about 
a property and providing them with 
the information they need to make 
informed decisions. Recognizing a need 
for this in Austin, she delved into data 
analysis, making it her niche. Elena’s 
commitment to her clients goes beyond 
expectations, joking that she is in their 
“real estate life, forever, “ guiding them 
until the very end.

She stays on top of the market and is 
happy to provide that to clients. “You 
have to know what is going on in the 
current market so you can give people 
the best advice,” she comments.

As she continues to make waves in the 
Austin real estate scene, Elena Licari 
stands as an illustration of the power 
of resilience, adaptability, and an 
unwavering commitment to excellence. 
From her early days in Ukraine to her 
current success in the competitive world 
of real estate, Elena’s journey is truly an 
inspiring one.

You have to know 
what is going on in the 
current market so you 

can give people the 
best advice.”

Texas’ Best Inspection Company
Dedicated to Austin Real Producers

Fox Jeandemange
VIP Relationship Manager

832-209-7199

fox.jeandemange@greenworksinspections.com

Gaby Vasquez
VIP Relationship Manager

214-537-6103

gaby.vasquez@greenworksinspections.com
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AUSTIN REDDIN
Sr. Mortgage Loan Originator
13740 Research Blvd Building E, Suite 1 
Austin, TX
Cell Phone: (936) 900-5636  
Email: Austin@LoansbyProdigy.com

TRY A MORTGAGE 
BROKER TODAY!

NMLS #1196854. All rights reserved. This is not an o�er to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will 
qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to change without notice. All products are subject to 
credit and property approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Lender.

Helping clients defer capital gains
taxes through 1031 exchanges since 1996.
WE PROVIDE 1031 EXCHANGE SERVICES – CONTACT US

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!

DOUG RUBY
(512) 922-1392  |  atx1031.com  |  dougruby@atx1031.com

2630 Exposition Blvd., Ste. 115

• Home Inspection
• WDI (Termite) Inspection
• Irrigation Inspection

Call To Schedule Your Inspection: (512) 256-0535

TREC #23869 • Texas Real Estate Commision • Consumer Protection Bureau

Cedric Knudsen

512.300.1403

PickleBuildPros.com

WE BUILD. YOU PLAY.

Lux�yLux�yLux�yLux�y
Lighting, Shades,

AV, Wi-Fi, & Security

Call us at (512) 785-0032
SmarterTX.com

SMART HOME SERVICES

Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – Tune in for free today



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063


