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Following

Her big

Heart

BY JESS WELLAR

PHOTOS BY THE REAL ESTATEOGRAPHERS

In her first full year as a
REALTOR®, Natali achieved
a jaw-dropping $16 million
in sales volume across 43
transactions in 2024 —
which speaks volumes of her
perseverance, devout faith,
and dogged determination
to rise above life’s challenges
while listening to her heart.

From Syria to Rising Star
Born and raised in Syria,
Natali’s life took a dramatic
turn when she moved to
America at just nine years
old with her older sister,
fleeing before an imminent
war in her home country.
Her mother was forced

to stay behind due to visa
complications, and nearly
lost her life when a missile
narrowly missed their home.

“My dad had arrived in the
U.S. before my sister and I,
but he was working 16-hour
days to make ends meet,”
Natali recalls.

“Our Syrian currency was
worth nothing in America; so
my sister, who was 14 at the
time, was working too and I
had to raise myself. I won’t
lie — it was tough and the
worst time of my life. I would
just sit in class and cry.”

Finally, six years later,
Natali’s mother was able to
reunite with their family and
escape the ongoing conflict.
Despite the challenging
circumstances, Natali
learned English within six
months and began laying the
foundation for her future.

Natali took her first job

at age 14, and eventually
obtained her MBA in
logistics while juggling
various colorful endeavors
along the way to pay for
school and fund her love
of travel. She worked as
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a private tutor during

the COVID-19 pandemic,
guiding students through
online learning, exploring
various entrepreneurial
ventures, including selling
water bottles on Amazon
and even babysitting for
nonprofits. She knew she
was destined for greater
things and continued to pray
for guidance from above.

“I felt like I was failing in
every direction,” Natali
admits. “But then I felt God
leading me into real estate. I
used my savings to step into
this industry, and it lit a fire
under me. I had to support
my family here and in Syria
so I really didn’t have a
choice to fail.”

Top Priorities
An unexpected conversation
with a relative of a tutoring
client led Natali to Herron
Real Estate, where her career
has been flourishing since
March 2023. She credits

her extroverted, authentic
personality, business
coaching, and supportive

“I'm not
afraid to
show the

losses as well

the wins.”

brokerage for helping her
build a solid foundation
quickly in what can often be a
tough business to break into.

“This is a relationship
business,” she emphasizes.
“I'm not in the business to
sell you something. I want
to find something for you
that you will love and be
excited about.”

Her genuine approach
extends to social media,
where she frequently
showcases the highs and
lows of her work day.

“I'm not afraid to show the
losses as well as the wins,”
she notes. “It makes people
trust you when they see
that you’re real and not just
pretending it’s easy.”

Being an Arab woman
succeeding in real estate
has also made Natali a
source of inspiration for
her community, as she
readily points out that
Jacksonville boasts a very
diverse population.

“I get messages all the time
on social media saying

that I inspire others,” she
shares. “Coming from
Jacksonville, which is mostly
foreigners, it gives them
hope that they can also live
the American dream.”

Despite her lightning success,
Natali’s faith remains central
to her life and career.

“My faith guides me to

have the best intentions in
this industry,” she affirms.
“It leads me to build
relationships instead of
focusing on numbers. I pray,
and it protects me. If it’s not
meant for me, it won’t come
to me ... When a deal falls

apart, I know something
better is coming along.”

Thinking Big

When it comes to her future,
Natali’s ambitions are global
and audacious. With 27
countries already under

her belt, she’s well on her
way to achieving her goal of
visiting 30 countries before
she turns 30. Next on her
travel list? Number 28 is
Australia next month and
her wanderlust is palpable.

Professionally, Natali is
setting her sights on the
international real estate
scene and savvy investments.

“My goal is to get licensed

in other states and then
expand into international
markets, specifically in
Mexico, Italy, and the UAE,”
she offers. “Those are the
hottest markets in the world
right now, and I want to help
people maximize profits
while easing into properties.”

Despite her fledgling
success, Natali remains
humble and focused on her
bigger life purpose.

“I believe in helping people
no matter what my gain is
from the transaction,” she
concludes. “If I have to take
a harmless loss for someone
to gain a big win, I will do
that. My purpose is to serve
my community, whether

or not it fully serves my
financial interests.”
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QUESTION OF THE MONTH

AAS

Denise Demico

Florida Homes Realty & Mortgage
Hiking. Nothing calms the soul for me
than going for a hike in the woods or
by the sea on a great trail. My newest
favorite place I keep going back to is

Ireland to visit my daughter who lives in Dublin and go hiking
on the paths that overlook the sea from on top the cliffs.

Devon Witt

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Sporting events or hunting for
sharks teeth!

Beverly Hecht

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

I enjoy walking on the beach because it is
so very therapeutic. I love the smell of the
salt air, walking on the sand and feeling
the warm sun on my face! It just makes

me happy and thankful that I live in such a beautiful city!
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Tina Dansky

ERA ONE Team

I'love gardening, being out doors, seeing
all these beautiful trees and plants that
God created for us makes me happy. Just
being outside, my garden is like Zen to my
body and soul.

Keri Carpenter

Keller Williams Atlantic Partners Southside
Swimming! I am a fish out of water and
was a competitive swimmer growing up!
I'love pool volleyball, teaching my girls
to swim and doing laps. I could swim all
day everyday!

Edwina Burch

Keller Williams Atlantic Partners Southside
My favorite outdoor activity is shooting in
the woods! Boy do I'love shooting. I have
a custom purple and black AR15. Her
name is Purple Venom. I also have a Glock
43x. His name is Ted.

Tiffany Griffin

Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty
Walking the historic riverfront
neighborhoods of Jacksonville. I love
seeing the smiling faces and nature
converging alongside of us. Bald eagles,
dolphins, the giant oak trees. It’s all
part of our city’s ecosystem that stuns me and keeps me
wondering what’s around the next turn.

Andrew Young

United Real Estate Gallery

Golf! Even though 80% of my golf balls
either go in the water or out of bounds,
it’s a nice recharge to get away from my
phone for a few hours.

Natalie Bryant

Compass Florida

If T am not golfing at the Ponte Vedra Inn
& Club golf course, I love water skiing in
St. Johns.

Julia Aimstead

Keller Williams Realty Atlantic Partners

St. Augustine

I'love to wake up super early in the
morning and walk the beach and catch
the early morning sunrise! They say it’s
great for opening up your Pineal gland! Rich and I try to stick
to a morning walk 7 days per week! While vacationing in Cabo,
Mexico, we managed to catch the sunrise there! Absolutely
breath-taking!

Donielle Wagner

Coldwell Bank Vanguard Realty

I enjoy getting out on our boat and
enjoying the Florida sunshine.

Bailey Martin
Round Table Realty
Paddle boarding and Pickleball!

Meshell Perry

Dogwood Realty

My favorite outdoor activity is playing
with my granddaughters CJ (5 years old)
and Logan (3 years old). We love riding
bikes, looking for acorns, beautiful leaves
and flowers.

Crystal Duckworth

Crystal Clear Realty

My favorite outdoor activity is soaking up
fun in the sun playing beach volleyball!

Tobin Bossola

Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty
Mine is going to the beach with
my family!

Jan Rice

Momentum Realty

My favorite outdoor activity is swimming.
It’s the perfect way to stay active, unwind,
and enjoy the beautiful Florida weather.
Whether it’s in the pool or the ocean,

there’s nothing more refreshing than being in the water.

Rana Dexter

Round Table Realty

I'love family bike rides at the beach, both
Atlantic Beach and Jekyll Island.

Mirtha Barzaga

Davidson Realty

Gardening is my favorite outdoor pastime,
I have a beautiful English garden and I
just love working on it, specially in the
spring when everything needs revamping.

Andrew Michael

Coastal Haven Group

Our family’s favorite activity is hiking.
After church we find a local trail and take
a walk. I bring a weighted ruck so the
walk is a bit of a challenge.

Brooke Hewitt

Momentum Realty

My husband and I absolutely love our
daily walk in our neighborhood. It’s such

a great way to start our day. We feel so
blessed to live in NE Florida, with amazing
weather and such beautiful scenery!

Jeff Riber

Pursuit Real Estate

Taking the family to the beach on a nice
day in February is 100x better than going
in June/July/August!

Samantha Blayne

Ponte Vedra Club Realty

My favorite outdoor activity has to be
going on the boat! I love going for a boat
ride to a sandbar to relax for the day or
do some inshore fishing. I just love being
on the boat!

Ryan Proffitt

Future Home Loans

Tough call! It’s a tie between fishing with
the kids (where I spend half my time
untangling lines) and cutting the grass
(because nothing beats the smell of fresh-

cut grass... and the satisfaction of perfect mowing lines!)

Jonathan Daugherty
Future Home Realty
Playing with my kids in the pool.

Christina Welch
Keller Williams St. Johns
Paddleboarding.
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From the Desk of the President:

A FloridaRealtors

“Florida’s Economy is a Force to be Reckoned With”

BY TIM WEISHEYER, 2025 PRESIDENT OF FLORIDA REALTORS®

Florida may not be the biggest state
geographically but we pack a punch
economically. As of 2024, its gross state
product (GSP) stands at a massive $1.695
trillion, making it the fourth-largest
economy in the United States. To put
this into perspective, if Florida were a
country, it would boast the 15th-largest
economy globally, surpassing nations
like Spain and Mexico.

According to the “2024 Profile of
International Transactions in Florida,”
there were $7.1 billion in international
sales in Florida. The largest share of
foreign buyers (45%) were from the
Latin America/Caribbean region. The top
Scountries of foreign buyers in Florida
were: Canada, Argentina, Colombia,
Brazil, and the United Kingdom.

According to the Florida State Chamber
of Commerce’s latest migration trend
report, in 2023, Florida experienced
significant inbound domestic migration,
but it was lower than the previous year.
Here’s a breakdown:

Inbound Migration: Florida led the
nation in domestic in-migration,
receiving 636,933 new residents. This
means that over half a million people
moved to Florida from other states
within the US.

Net Migration: While Florida gained a
substantial number of new residents, it

also saw a significant outflow of people.
The net domestic migration (inbound
minus outbound) was 126,008. This is

a decrease from 2022, where the net
migration was almost 250,000.

Several factors contribute to Florida’s
economic success, however Florida’s real
estate market attracts both domestic and
international investors, further fueling
economic growth. For instance, in 2024,
REALTORS® closed over 361,000 sales
with $198.5 BILLION in dollar volume.

As real estate professionals it is
essential that we stay in tune with

the condition of our state’s economy
and Florida REALTORS® is focused on
connecting our legislative agenda to the
success of the Florida economy. From
advocating for more workforce housing
to reducing the sales tax on commercial
leases the REALTORS® are always
engaged and putting Florida and our
communities first.

As the state continues to attract
businesses, investment, and talent, its
economic future looks brighter than
ever. When these three show up in
Florida we see buyers, sellers, landlords
and tenants move to secure their

needs. Whether for your home or your
business the REALTORS® are ready to
bring you home.

By the age of 24, Tim was a multi-million dollar producer and had become known for delivering excellence in every
real estate transaction he was a part of. He quickly became a trusted resource for buyers and sellers throughout
Central Florida and a sought-after thought leader and speaker on real estate matters across the United States.

Tim has many awards and appointments to attest to his success as a leader, businessman, and real estate
professional. Additionally, Tim has been inducted into the National Association of REALTORS® Hall of Fame. He is the
youngest member ever inducted from his association and part of an elite group of REALTORS® from across the United
States to earn such an honor, placing him in the top 1% of all REALTORS® nationwide.
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homewarranty.com

Bi LANDMARK
T I T L
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Northeast Florida's #1 Market Share title
company since 2013.

Helping Real Estate Agents Succeed, & Buyers &

Sellers Clese W'% Coufidlonce!

25 attorneys & closers on staff with a combined Probate

300+ years of experience.

Eviction
8 lqcal offices in Northe:ast Florida and 12 Quiet Title « Contact us about volunteer opportunities with your
offices throughout Florida. Foreclosure/ Forclosure Defense organization.
4 RIVER CITY PORTABILIT UNIVERSITY
— SURVEYING & MAPPING /g * Led by Landmark's experienced real estate attorneys who are also
Northeast Florida's #1 choice for surveys! o Every contract is analyzed to see whether we can ficensed FREC. Instructors.

help sellers increase the amount they can port

Specializing in residential and commercial surveys

that are ACCURATE & AFFORDABLE! « Portability benefits stay with you for life « Reach out to us for a list of approved courses.
24-hour turnaround on residential surveys. o Ask your Closer/Attorney for more information. : f;,';;z;':‘;;:;: :'t';,i:g room that seats 90 people classroom style or

Don’“t’”press
their luck.

Protect your clients from the
unexpected, out-of-pocket expenses
of appliance repair.

Let me show you how adding a
home warranty can bring real value
to your business!

TRISH SPIVEY
Senior Sales Executive
904-716-0819

trish.spivey@fnf.com

FIDELITY®
NATIONAL
HOME WARRANTY

HeexkiN Law

Experienced Atlorneys
Our Attorneys Do More Than Closings!

Estate Planning

Real Estate Litigation

aa LANDMARK

FOUNDATION

- Tailored Approach

.

the Foundation.

Agents.

www.LandmarkTitle.com (904) 998-9733

« A 501(c)(3) Public charity dedicated to enriching the lives
of the citizens in the communities in which we operate.

$10 from every closing at Landmark Title is donated to

« Providing the best Continuing Education courses for Real Estate

NTL

NORTH FLORIDA

MORTGAGE BRCOKERS

ARE YOU WRITING
CONTRACTS FOR
21 DAY CLOSINGS?

WIN MORE multiple-offer
situations by partnering with
North Florida Mortgage Brokers

President/ MLO * 904-755-0307
tim@nflmortgagebrokers.com
www.northfloridamortgagebrokers.com
NMLS: 1115753 « Company NMLS: 2091907
@ @nflmortgagebrokers @ @nflmortgagebrokers
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WE’RE ATTORNEYS DEDICATED TO YOUR SUCCESS

% ATLANTIC COAST
TITLE & ESCROW

1525-B The Greens Way Jacksonville Beach | (904) 853-5591

actitlecom | @

Why Brokers are Better

Mortgage brokers simplify the Mortgage brokers access

loan process by handling wholesale rates unavailable to
paperwork, submitting consumers, comparing multiple
applications, and liaising with lenders to secure better terms and
lenders, reducing the borrower’s  lower costs over the life of the
workload. Banks, on the other loan.

hand, may have more

bureaucratic steps and longer

processing times.

Mortgage brokers connect Mortgage brokers simplify the
borrowers with multiple lenders, ~ mortgage process with expert
offering tailored options, while guidance, personalized service,
banks or direct lenders provide and access to diverse loan

only their own products, limiting  options—offering a level of
choices. attention banks may not provide.

Mortgage brokers negotiate with lenders on behalf of clients,
securing better terms and navigating complex mortgage
processes—offering expertise and advocacy that individual
borrowers may lack when dealing directly with banks.

Phone: 904-338-9356
www.ATMLendingFL.com

WML 209382

Company NMLS #239592 www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org Atlantic Trust

Mortage Corporation subject to change without notice and may or may not o
be available at the time of mortgage commitment or at the time of rate lock. ===
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CENTURY

ill
ﬁ COMMUKITIES

Beautiful Homes,
Exceptional Locations

w=+ Find Your Client's Best Fit Today

From Kingsland, GA to Flagler Beach, FL

CenturyCommunities.com/Jacksonville

;i
i

IT TAKES A LOT MORE THAN LUCK
TO GET RID OF UNWANTED PESTS!

FREE Sentricon termite system AND one-year
warranty included with qualifying LunsPro home inspection!

A
LunsPRO

Iz pevcaions

904-595-5300 %
e » kingfishpest.corm

THE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

VISIT JAGUARS.COM/TICKETS TODAY

Call 904.633.2000 to unlock special pricing
for groups of 10 or more!

e



A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Attorneys on staff to help

you with your legal needs

Amy Williams | Licensed Title Agent | AWilliams@OmegaNationalTitle.com
Justin Fransen | Business Development Manager | JFransen@OmegaNationalTitle.com




