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REMODELING HOMES,
ELENTING ISTNGS!
W’

Your s1ing Flece to_
(ﬂ Level Mortgage Soy.ltlons .

CUSTOMIZED LOAN SOLUTIONS, BACKED BY DECADES OF EXPERTISE.
T

_ Albuquerque’s Trl]ste Remodel and RéstoratiOn xpel;t‘ Available on standard conventional, FHA, and VA loans.
. iy ' ! b :

\ATER DAMAGE RESTORATION | MOLD REMEDIATION | FULL SERVICE RECONSTRUCTION | CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS %‘/"9’ Deals MNoade &4% — We're the Piece You've Been Missing!
INSURANCE CLAIMS ASSISTANCE | 24-HOUR EMERGENCY RESPONSE | UNMATCHED CUSTOMER SERVICE

See What Sets Us Apart!
Scan to see our 5-star
Google Reviews!

Chris Hood sr. Loan Officer

505.212.8000 | Cell: 505.453.5506
‘ NMLS# 234059

Joshua Hood jr. Loan Officer

505.212.8003 | Cell: 505.359.8233
NMLS #2000145

h

WATER EXTRACTION EXPERTS"

Sydney Lukes Loan Officer

505.314.1564 | Cell: 505.228.3067
NMLS# 2263348

FREE Estimates & Inspections
Locally Owned and Operated
Serving Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, East Mountain, and Surrounding Areas

Ii' HomeTrust

MORTGAGE
Keeping lending personal

WaterExtractionExperts.com
505.250.6500 Chris, Joshua, and Sydney.



LA BARGE NEW MEXICO’S Pnﬂﬁlm
Improve the curb appeal : Landscape. Inc. MUVING EXPERIE“ F I-

for yourlistings! - | FOR YOUR CLIENTS!
LaBarge L*anflscape can Fhelp' | R 5

H"W‘IL*-.t Caring, Stress-Free

FAITH
MOVING
COHPANY

: 505.305.0182
EXPERT - - g4 ‘ -
Landscape Services  LABARGE LANDSCAPE INC. “Yow “‘l{;{‘;‘ il | W fatweunaconpanycom
Commercial & Residential Landscaping ‘“;ﬂ“mg et - TR "
UNMATCHED 2110 Claremont Ave NE Suite C | Albuquerque, NM 87107 Storage . £ - _ LICENSED
Customer Service (505) 345-3000 | labargelandscape.net & : A & . " _. & INSURED

FAST & HASSLE-FREE
DUMPSTER RENTALS

Your Compass
For Quick
i Liquidations.'

Compassionate Solutions for
Estate Liquidation Excellence

o ) TR # L . i d—
ry Lo ] - d T s 1 . - 3
Al LT 0 ; ; r 8 1 " ’ o = From Start to Finish, We Handle
» REPAIR ' o) ‘ i y A i ' ’ Every Detail So Your Clients

» INSTALI_ATIUN 'L, -_ 'y - II~_ . . | .~ ¥ —= P2 : 1 Don’t Hav To.
» PLUMBING AT b 1 — y
" HEATING  ta T arbed Haung,

F er rvices *
kid-steer S 15 &

" CUOLING e & . ,_ pump Trallers Rentals

SCAN NOW FOR YOUR

FREE QUOTE! =" 4T i
H&.!:ELE.};LE-_

MARATHON [F
“&

MECHANICAL SERVICES. LL

505.366.17 .
We Go nﬂ Elﬁ‘l& EP"_ “-: CHECK US 505 0610.]..103 HR Integrity Liquidation Services v aibuoudil
3318 Girard Blvd NE Albuquerque, NM 87107 OUT ONLINE! DanielsDumping.com BARBARA SPEAR - (505) 339-840] for-over. 8 JEREl
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DON'T L.ET ““‘i'fg“
YOUR D EALNY ~
GOUP /

IN SMOK

We Extinguish Inspection Surprlses --....=

VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED

PRE-SALE INSPECTIONS e __...-=

HOME INSPECTIONS

THERMAL INSPECTIONS

505.353.2979 » FIREMANHOMEINSPECTIONS.COM

Noah’s Table

Fast Roofing Assessments
and Solutions for
Top Performing Realtors

[ Mell39

MQH iSOﬁ COVER STORY

PROFILES

REPAIRING, PATCHING, & PAINTING ALL STUCCO TYPES

‘ =~ ROOFING
I N T H | S | SS U E BEST POSSIBLE COLOR & PAINT MATCHING
|

8 Meet The Team S I U C 0 Welcome to Hawk Roofing, your premier Albuguerque roofing

10 Preferred Partners contractor. With a commitment to excellence in both commercial

. and residential roofing, we lead the way in providing top-notch
14 A Note from the GAAR President roofing services in Albuguerque and the surrounding areas.
16 Partner Spotlight: Noah’s Table Residential and Commercial
22 Power Team: Chad & Dana Akenhead

22 Chad & Dana 26 26 Woman to Watch: Jenny Thai
Akenhead Jenny Thai 32 Cover Story: Mella Morrison

Most Inquiries Answered Within 24 Hours, Call Now! Roof Installations & Repairs
Weather Damage | Gutter Installation & Repairs

505.677.1059 | 505.881.4568 505.450.1479 | 505.881.4568
Licensed, bonded and insured | NM License Number: GB2 400746 hawkroofingadmnSOS@gmaiI.com

If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, please email us at

Serving Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, Tijeras and surrounding Areas 7
ml.rauch@realproducersmag.com, or call ML at (505) 250-0092. 5 q q . 8 NBLIEEER S0l
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Meet

The
Team

M.L. Rauch Madison Coble
Publisher Content Coordinator

Maddie Podish
Social Media Coordinator

Jordan Wilson
Advertising Strategist

¥

Tara Terhune Liz Lopez
Client Concierge Manager Photographer
Liz Lopez Photography

Elizabeth & Jason Ponic Elizabeth McCabe
Photographer Writer
Ponic Photography

remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

DIFFERENT LENDERS T0 FIND NS

FALLBACH
FASTER, EASIER, AND CHEAPER MORTGAGE FOR CONSUMER'S HOME PURCHASE OR REFINANCE

NMLS# 1452954

(505) 506-7232

www.nataliefallbach.com

QOGN

SPEC LOAN
DOCTOR
- CONFORMING HELOAN (2ND)

VA CONF/JUMBO INVESTMENT
USDA NON-WARRANTAB 1-TIME CLOSE

FHA LE CONSTRUCTION

- CONDO - FARM/RANCH
FM%\lfJOF?AKCTUED - COMMERCIAL - ALL IN ONE
BRIDGE LOANS - HELOC & S DAY - RENOVATION
Up to 12 mos HELOC - CROSS
INVESTOR FOREIGN COLLATERAL
DSCR NATIONAL BANK STATEMENT
ASSET DEPLETION VINEYARD HARD MONEY
FIX N FLIP REVERSE PROFIT & LOSS

Empowered by
NEXA Mortgage Brokers
Team@fallbachmtg.com

- JUMBO MORTGAGE

(Purchase Refi/Jumbo)
ITIN & DACA
LAND/DOT LOAN

- HIGH BALANCE

©2023 NEXA Mortgage
LIC. AZMB 0944059
NMLS# 1660690
3100 W Ray Road #201
Office #209 Chandler, AZ 85226
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42 YEARS IN
THE INDUSTRY

F
| e i

Quality Doesn't
Cosl...It Pays

* Plumbing * Water Heaters
* Heating & Air Conditioning * Tankless Water
* Furnaces Heaters

* Boilers * & Much More

C & L TOTAL SERVICE LLC CandLTotalServiceLLC.com

505.294.3777

Bonded and Licensed | NM MM98 License # 389788 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

(SR ELECTRICAL SERVICES Y0757

=

e — oo

I
-

gL

Benco Electric

OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SUPPORT + SERVICE

PROPERTY %
INSPECTIONS
FORREAL 7%
ESTATE PROS! € Z ]

LET US GO
_ YOUR EXPECTATIONS.

REMODELS

INSPECTION REPORT REPAIRS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL BencoElectricLLC.com
ELECTRICAL SERVICE UPGRADES  BONDED & INSURED Lic. #38395 |

| o L&
?& - Sewer | Radon | Mold

SLAM DUNK %~

Asbestos | Duct Scope
Termite & WDO
Well & Water Testing

Commercial | Residential
Environmental Inspections

-

BEYOND

BeyondInspect.com

505.780.8132

office@beyondinspect.com




Preferred Pariners

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

CLEANING SERVICE

Four Seasons Cleaning
Michael Galaviz

(505) 489-0755
www.fourseasonscleaning.com

DUCT RESTORATION
Duct Worx

Scott Herrmann

(505) 600-9374
www.ductworxnm.com

ELECTRICIAN

Benco Electric, LLC

Ben Schroeder

(505) 934-1221
www.bencoelectricllc.net

ESCROW

Sunwest Escrow

Terry White

(505) 237-2225
www.sunwestescrow.com

ESTATE LIQUIDATION
HR Integrity Liquidation
Services

Barbara Spear

(505) 339-8401

ESTATE SALES

My Auction Addiction
Lloyd Swartz

(505) 252-0915
www.AlbuquerqueAuction
Addiction.com

HOME INSPECTION
Beyond Inspections Service
Michelle Castaneda

(505) 780-8132
www.beyondinspect.com

Duke City Inspections

Matt Williams

(505) 587-3535
www.dukecityinspections.com

Erhart Home Inspections
Rick Erhart
(505) 861-9040

Fireman Home Inspections LLC
Lee Carns

(505) 353-2979
www.firemanhome
inspections.com

10 - March 2025

Pillar To Post Home Inspectors
Eric Robinson

(505) 247-2298
www.pillartopost.com/cgteam

HOME STAGING

All About Staging

Trish Tilley

(505) 228-2895
www.allaboutstaging.info

HVAC/PLUMBING

C & L Total Service LLC

Chad Padilla

(505) 294-3777
www.CandLTotalServiceLLC.com

Marathon Mechanical

Services, LLC

Mikaela Medina

(505) 366-1785
www.marathonmechanicalnm.net

INSURANCE
Alistate Insurance
Larisa Pearcy
(505) 337-0900

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Mark Krueger

(505) 998-7250
www.agentmarkkrueger.com

Strategic Insurance Group
Benito Ortiz

(505) 585-0227
www.thesigco.com

JUNK REMOVAL & HAULING
Daniel’s Dumping &
Hauling, LLC

Daniel Vega

(505) 610-1103
www.danielsdumping.com

LANDSCAPING

La Barge Landscape, Inc.
Ashley Lantry

(505) 345-3000
www.labargelandscape.net

MORTGAGE

Guild Mortgage
Robert Sanchez
(505) 573-9777
www.branches.guild
mortgage.com/

Neighborhood Loans
Ross Murray

(505) 257-1933
www.closewithross.com

Waterstone Mortgage

Zora LaClair

(505) 389-1900
www.waterstonemortgage.com

MORTGAGE ADVISOR

Bell Bank Mortgage

Yvette Klinkmann

(505) 366-9090
www.mortgagesbyyvette.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

Bank of Albuquerque

Chris Maxwell

(505) 804-3191
www.chrismaxwellmortgage.com

MORTGAGE BROKER
Fallbach Mortgage Brokers
Natalie Fallbach

(505) 506-7232
www.nataliefallbach-
homeloans.com

MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER
Hometrust Mortgage

Chris Hood

(505) 453-5506
NMLS-234059

MOVING COMPANY

Faith Moving Company

Nick Fehrenbach

(505) 249-0632
www.faithmovingcompany.com

ProRelo Bekins

Brad Killman

(505) 888-1007
www.myabgmover.com

PHOTOGRAPHY-FAMILY/
REAL ESTATE/EVENTS

Liz Lopez Photography

Liz Lopez

(505) 401-9843
www.lizlopezphotography.com

Ponic Photography

Jason & Elizabeth Ponic
(505) 595-5388
www.ponicphotography.com

PRIVATE CHEF SERVICES,
EVENTS & CATERING
Noah’s Table, LLC

Noah Scanland

(505) 803-8827

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Couture Brokerage
Toni-Lei Ponic

(505) 321-3259
www.couturebrokerage.com

Nizhoni Property Management
Karla Rickert

(505) 644-11M11
www.nizhoniproperty
management.com

ROOFING SERVICES
Alanis Roofing, LLC

Mark Alanis

(505) 710-5507
www.alanisroofingnm.com

Hawk Roofing

Justin Hawkins

(505) 450-1479
www.hawkroofing505.com

STUCCO-INSTALL/
MAINTAIN/REPAIR
Stucco Now

Gary Hernandez
(505) 881-4568

TITLE COMPANY
First American Title
Teresa Manzanares
(505) 888-8231
www.nm.firstam.com

WATER/MOLD RESTORATION
Water Extraction Experts

Matt Adlesperger

(505) 250-6500
www.waterextractionexperts.com

BEAUTIFUL PROPERTIES | BEAUTIFUL PROFITS

EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTY OF EFFORTLESS MANAGEMENT.
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. BEKINS

THIS IS MOVING ST

. Comprehensive Packing, Moving, & Storage
Solutions for Any Size Move

. Customized & Guaranteed Relocation Plans for
Your Clients- And We Go Anywhere and Everywhere
since 1891

- New Mexico’s highest-rated mover, 4.8 stars with
1,850+ reviews on Google!

- Early Quotes Will Save Your Clients Money and Time!

Your Moving Plan Starts with your FREE QUOTE.

Call Anytime to Schedule!

505.888.1007 | myabgmover.com | becca@myabgmover.com
2600 1st ST NW | Albuquerque

The World’s Most Well-Known & Oldest Moving Company Since 1891
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more experience | better solutions | on-time-closings

BY THE
NUMBERS

HERE’'S WHAT ABQ’S TOP 300 AGENTS SOLD

| = . .. jri. = AT W
$3 96 BO"O When it comes to the purchase of your new home, work with local
° [ IOI‘I mortgage professionals you can trust.

SALES VOLUME Sue Leydig

7~ N\
% 10,043
U TOTAL TRANSACTIONS

Wiaterstone”
$13.2 Million

505.681.9038 % MORTGAGE
T AVERAGE SALES VOLUME PER AGENT

Michael Bowen

Senior Loan Originator

NMLS #2* 20752

505.259.8326
MBawen@WaterstoneMortgage.com
www M chaelBowen com

SLeydig@WaterstoneMortgage.com
www.SueleydigMortgage.com

Al lyan requests are subject ‘o cradit approval as well as specific program requirements and quidelines. For sume programs, income and property restrictions may apply |-formatior s subject ‘s change without notice.
Equal Housing Le e’ ‘Watnistene Vortgaye Zuteoraton {MMLS #135234) i3 a wholly owned subsidiary of WaterStone Bank SSB (NASDAQ: WSBF). New Mexico Mortgage Loan Company Branch License

NMALB-3203-01092025

I kﬂOW I I‘leed life Life can change in a blink of an eye. With
life insurance, you'll gain peace of mind
knowing the “what ifs” are covered. Their
haven’t gotten future is worth protecting. Let's discuss
your options today.

insurance,but I just

4 around to it, yet.

Mark Krueger

4343 Pan Amer. Frwy. NE, Ste. 221
Albuguerque, NM

505.998.7250
agentmarkkrueger.com

N33

( \v ,\ AVERAGE TRANSACTIONS PER AGENT

D FARM BUREAU
W. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Farm Bairesy Property & Casuslty Insursnce Coenpany, * Western Agricultural Insurance Company,™ Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company previders of Farm Bureau Financial Services
PRALEA[TY-24)
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A Note from the
GAAR President

BY CHRIS SHAIN TANNER

In the dynamic world of real estate, accurate information is leadership and a commitment to advancing the profession. His
paramount for making informed decisions. Recent reports expertise will be instrumental in guiding GAAR’s mission to
have highlighted discrepancies in housing market statistics, provide accurate data and support to its members.

underscoring the need for reliable data sources. For instance, a

claim that 71% of homes in Albuquerque were purchased with Encouraging REALTOR® Participation in RPAC and

cash in October 2024 has been identified as inaccurate. Such Leadership Roles

misrepresentations can mislead both professionals and clients, We encourage all members, especially top producers, to invest

emphasizing the importance of consulting trustworthy sources. in the REALTORS® Political Action Committee (RPAC) and
pursue leadership opportunities. RPAC plays a crucial role in

The Role of GAAR, NMAR, and NAR in Providing promoting the election of pro-REALTOR® candidates across

Accurate Data the United States, ensuring that the interests of real estate

The Greater Albuquerque Association of REALTORS® (GAAR), professionals are represented in policy decisions.

the New Mexico Association of REALTORS® (NMAR), and the

National Association of REALTORS® (NAR) are dedicated to By involving themselves in leadership,

delivering precise and up-to-date market statistics. GAAR, for REALTORS® can contribute their experience

example, publishes detailed monthly, quarterly, and annual and expertise to shape the industry’s

reports, offering insights into local market trends. These future. Active participation not only

reports are invaluable for REALTORS® and clients seeking aids in personal and professional

to understand the Albuquerque housing landscape. growth but also strengthens the

collective voice of REALTORS® in

legislative and regulatory matters.

Similarly, NAR provides comprehensive national data,
including existing home sales, pending home sales, and
housing affordability indices. By leveraging these
resources, real estate professionals can offer
clients accurate information, fostering trust
and informed decision-making.

Conclusion
In an era where misinformation
can easily spread, real estate
professionals need to
rely on accurate and
reputable sources. By
utilizing the resources
provided by GAAR,
NMAR, and NAR, and
engaging in leadership

Welcoming GAAR’s New CEO,
Ryan Swinney

We are pleased to announce that Ryan
Swinney assumed the role of Chief
Executive

Officer at and advocacy through
GAAR iIn RPAC, REALTORS® can
February 2025. uphold the profession’s
With over two decades integrity and better

of experience in the real serve their clients.
estate industry, Ryan has

a proven track record of

14 - March 2025

Espeally Lucky

to Serve You

Flexible Estate & Moving Sale Solutions
m all Communities with Quick
ound Projects &
d Sales Statements

Let’s Help Your Clients
Find Their Pot of Gold

Happy 5t. Patrick's Day! If your clients are in
the market for a new home, contact me today!
We offer a range of mortgage programs for
every situation, including:

« Conventional loans

¢ New construction loans

¢ VAloans

* Jumbo loans

« Down payment assistance programs

Bell @8 Bank

Mortgage =

2440 Lowisiana Blvd. NE | Suite 110 |

Albuquergue, WM B7110
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

& Stef
Scanland,
Owners

Serving Up

Fresh, Flavorful,
& Unforgettable

r
-

5 g iy

Dining Experiences |

BY BETH MCCABE
PHOTOS BY PONIC PHOTOGRAPHY

Fresh. Flavorful. Fantastic. If you're
looking for food from scratch that will
elevate your taste buds to the next
level, check out Noah’s Table. Noah
and Stef Scanland, a husband-and-wife
couple, have found the recipe to please
people’s palates here in New Mexico.
They launched their business during
COVID-19, much to the delight of locals.

“My wife does all the hard work, and
Ijust cook the food,” says Noah. He’s

a master of his craft, starting from his
early days as a child in the kitchen. He
learned to cook with trusted and true
family recipes from the Scanland family
cookbook. Noah soon discovered he had
culinary skills in the kitchen.

“I've been getting paid to cook since high
school.” Noah’s mother always wanted
to start a catering business, and Noah
took that dream and made it a reality.
Now Noah’s mother is a huge piece of
the business, helping with big events
when available.

Interestingly, being a chef wasn’t Noah’s
initial plan.

“I wanted to be in law enforcement,” he
comments, “but this is a better plan.”

During the pandemic, when dining out
was no longer an option, Noah stepped
up to help friends celebrate in style—
safely and with outstanding food. His
skills quickly caught the attention of
Albuquerque locals, and soon Noah’s
Table was born.

“We focus on the quality of the ingredients. I’d rather
serve great food that’s approachable and full of flavor
than charge for Instagram-worthy plating.”

A White-Glove Culinary Experience
What sets Noah’s Table apart? It’s

fresh, high-quality ingredients and

a personalized, on-site cooking
experience. Unlike traditional catering
companies that deliver pre-made dishes,
Noah and Stef ensure every dish is
prepared fresh at the event.

“We create custom menus for our
clients,” says Stef. “Noah loves crafting
meals tailored to each event, whether it’s
smoked meats, Cajun-inspired seafood,
or Asian-style dishes.” Their mobile
kitchen—a custom trailer equipped with
grills, smokers, and a griddle—brings
the flavor right to the party, offering an
authentic “farm-to-table” feel.

From small, intimate gatherings to
grand events for hundreds of guests,
Noah’s Table handles it all. “We want to
take the stress out of hosting,” Stef adds.
“We don’t just cook—we handle setup,
create beautiful buffet presentations,
and take care of all the cleanup.”

Mouth-Watering Favorites

Noah’s signature dishes include smoked
tri-tip—a Southern California specialty—
and a Cajun crawfish dip that has
become a fan favorite. “Nobody else in
Albuquerque does it like this,” Noah
notes. Whether it’s a backyard wedding,
a corporate event, or a birthday bash,
their homestyle cooking always leaves a
lasting impression.

“We focus on the quality of the
ingredients,” says Noah. “I'd rather serve
great food that’s approachable and full
of flavor than charge for Instagram-
worthy plating.” This philosophy has
earned Noah’s Table rave reviews and a
spot in Albuquerque’s “Top 5 Caterers”
for the past two years.

A True Team Effort

While Noah takes charge in the kitchen,
Stef works behind the scenes, handling
marketing, client communication, and
event planning. “It’s definitely a team
effort,” she says. Their seventeen-year-

ABQ Real Producers - 17



old son is also a big help in the kitchen background is in human resources,
as a second pair of hands and with setup wears many hats. Besides working

and clean up. Together, they ensure full-time as an HR manager for a local
& every event is unforgettable. cybersecurity company, she works part-
1 time with Noah’s Table.

Noah’s Table has even partnered with

local REALTORS® to provide catering When Love Meets Flavor
for open houses and client appreciation From intimate dinners for two to
events, using the enticing aroma gatherings of hundreds, Noah and Stef
of freshly cooked food to create a bring passion, creativity, and a personal
welcoming atmosphere. touch to every event. They customize
every event for their clients. “If you want
V/4 N o b o d e I s e i n When not working, both Stef and Noah something different, just let us know,”
Y are committed to the community. Noah says Stef. They will make it happen.
coaches their middle son’s Little League
AI b U q u e rq U e d oe s team. “I've been coaching for a very long So, if you're craving fresh, flavorful, and
> ] & ” time,” he shares. Stef adds, “This last downright fantastic food, Noah’s Table
It I I ke th I s o year, he took the 10U team and made it is the answer. Whether smoked meats
to All-Star. It was the first time that this hot off the grill or a customized menu
age group made it there!” She couldn’t to match your event’s theme, Noah and
be prouder of his coaching efforts. Stef will leave your guests talking about
the food long after the party ends.
Being entrepreneurs gives them the Ready to elevate your next event? Book
\ opportunity for work-life balance a call with Noah’s Table and let them
as parents to three sons. Stef, whose turn your vision into a flavorful reality!

wr - e =
5= ‘_b __ - . For more Voted Top 5 for Best in ABQ
Sueddas DT Gl for the Secopd Year Running!

: |'3;,. LCKSTOM ! _ - out msha.ke/
) noahstable, follow Top 5 for '
them on Instagram @ BEZL‘:,.‘LT:S:,NG g
noahs_table505, or iy

the Magazine-
Best of the
City 2023 &

call (505) 803-8827.

2024

HERRADUR

e L‘
WE PARTNER WITH REALTORS EOR:

Open Houses -- Customer Appreciationl-- Events -- Corporate Meetings
o =

Partner with Us for Your Next Event—Contact Us Now!

Noah Scanland | Private Chef
505.803.8827 | noahstable505@gmail.com ﬂ
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From Blank Canvas
to Buyers Oasis:
Staging Excellence for
Your Vacant Listings

Trish Tilley
505.228.2895

Jim Tilley
505.980.4756

AllAboutStaging. ABQ@gmail.com

al about E tading
VACANTONES /()

gy

Scan to Check Us Out on Facebook! |

TRATEGGIC, STRATEGIC INSURANCE GROUP HAS THE TOOLS
YOU NEED T0 GET YOUR CLIENTS TO CLOSING!

INSURANCE GROUP

'_IiEN'ITU ORTZ 1%

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CONTACT ME AT CONTACT ME AT

505.585.0227 EXT 700
BENITO@THESIGCO.COM

505.686.0227 EXT 707
QUEENIE@THESIGCO.COM

7 o NEW MEXICO'S ONLY LICENSED AND
}/ CERTIFIED AIR DUCT RESTORATION COMPANY

AIR DUBT.REPMR & RESURATIUN

505.600.9374 - ductworxnm.com
ductworx505 @ gmail.com

WE ARE NM ONLY NMAR 6107 COMPLIANT

elip by SRUh iy AR DUCT RESTORATION COMPANY! - LICENSE #413839

NMAR 6107 Form Compliant

- .
— —‘

B
-~

Samy

Homeownership

Prom.ise
doesn’t have to wait. “"°"

The Promise of Home is a collection of financing solutions and services
designed to set any aspiring homebuyer on a path towards homeownership.

Promise of Home custom financing solutions:

® Down payment assistance and grant
programs

® | ow or no credit score minimums

e Homebuyer education and counseling
e Bilingual assistance for Spanish speakers

e Appliance financing
® Easier income and asset verification

I
Plus, our Homebuyer Protection services provide additional |
peace of mind throughout the homebuying experience. :

d

Lauren Quintana Richard Mercer Roger Gettler
Senior Loan Officer | NMLS #1491300 Branch Operations Manager | NMLS #232016 Senior Loan Officer | NMLS #251785
M: 505.620.1417 0:505.296.4747 M: 505.238.3345

A partner you can count on.
Reach out today

Guiid

mortgage

WN WHAT MATTERS 9 6723 Academy Rd. NE | Albuguerque, NM 87109

Guild Mortgage Company; Equal Housing Opportunity; Company NMLS ID 3274. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Lauren, Richard, and Roger are authorized to do
business in the state of New Mexico. For more licensing information, please visit www.guildmortgage.com/licensing. All information, loan programs & interest
rates are subject to change without notice. All loans subject to underwriter approval. Terms and conditions apply. Always consult an accountant or tax advisor for
full eligibility requirements on tax deduction. For use by Real Estate Professionals only, not intended for public use or distribution. Guild Mortgage is not affiliated
with Real Producers Magazine.



POWER TEAM

BY BETH MCCABE ¢ PHOTOS BY LIZ LOPEZ

hen moments

mattered, Chad

Akenhead
answered the call to serve.
As a firefighter, he has
extinguished blazing fires,
responded to medical
emergencies, and rescued
people in danger. “I showed
up on the worst day of their
lives,” he comments.

Although he loved helping
others, when his family grew,
his priorities shifted. “When
IT'was 22, firefighting was
fantastic. It was a great job,
but it’s a young person’s job,”
Chad says. “As I got older,
Ineeded a different work-
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life balance. Real estate was
more conducive to that.”

After 12 years as a
firefighter, Chad switched
careers. The demanding
schedule—sometimes being
away for 96 hours—became
harder. He wanted to be
home more for his daughter
and wife, Dana.

Chad never envisioned

himself as a business owner.

“Growing up, I thought I'd
be a professional baseball
player, a cop, a firefighter,
or a soldier,” he says. “I
never considered being
self-employed.” But looking

AKENHEAD

Akenhead
Realty
Group

back, he realizes he’s always
a problem solver. “I've
always had that energy.” He
transferred his skillset to
real estate.

“Real estate is all a
relationship business. The
knack I had of creating
relationships and providing
safety to others is embedded
in who I am,” says Chad.
Dana, an Army brat, also
always enjoyed connecting
with people.

“Since I was a child, I
loved meeting new people,
learning about their lives,
and traveling. Real estate

lets me combine that with
helping others find a place
to call home,” she says. With
a background in Montessori
teaching and a degree in
psychology, she brings a
unique perspective to real
estate. “I used to be painfully
shy, but real estate forced me
out of my bubble. It’s about
asking the right questions
and understanding what
people really need.”

Building a

Business Together

Chad got his real estate
license in 2017 after buying
and selling homes of his own.
“I didn’t know anything about

the process, but we had a
great broker who made a
big impression on me,” he
says. Initially, he worked in
real estate on his days off
from the fire department. “I
never thought I'd leave public
safety,” he admits. But after
losing money his first year in
real estate, he reconsidered.
“I told myself, ‘If I make

this much money for three
consecutive years, I'll leave
the fire department.”

That’s when Dana stepped
in. “Chad needed help, and
with two young daughters, a
traditional 9-to-5 job wasn’t
an option,” she says. By
working together, they found
a balance—one of them

was always home with the
kids. “Sometimes our kids
even join us when showing
homes,” Dana laughs.

Adapting to a new career
came with challenges. “Real
estate isn’t as easy as it
looks,” Chad says. Dana also
had to find her place in the
business. “At first, I wanted
to do everything, but Chad
likes things done a certain
way,” she jokes. Over time,
they learned to complement
each other’s strengths—Chad
as the negotiator and logistics
expert, Dana as the connector
and relationship builder.

For Chad, real estate

offered something the fire
department couldn’t—control
over his own time. “In public
safety, you get paid no matter
what. In real estate, you eat
what you kill.” That’s the
biggest motivator to succeed.

Personal Pastimes
Success, for the Akenheads,
is about family, freedom,
and being present. “I want
to be home, to see my kids
every day, and to be there
for them,” Chad says. “I just
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Real estate is all a relationship
business. The knack I had of creating

relationships and providing safety to
others is embedded in who I am.”
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want my kids to love me.” He . ]
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two daughters, Darcy (7) and .

Ellie (6).
B 505-861-9040

When they’re not working,

Chad enjoys the outdoors—

fly fishing, hunting, and

metal detecting. “That’s how JUS'i BQC&USQ H’ LOOI(S

I proposed to Dana,” he GOO d
shares. “I buried a ring on =

a beach in Galveston and Doesn ")l M egn Ther e
had to steer her in the right Are No ISSUQSI

direction to dig it up.”

Recently, Chad rekindled an ?“"_Ri‘:k S LR ' Tension Coil Damaged on
old hobby—breeding reptiles. rickinspectshomes@gmail.com Garage Door

“Tve always loved reptiles,” Licensed, Bonded, and Insured

he says. “It’s something I do

for fun.” Darcy, a firecracker,

loves working with Chad with

the reptiles and getting her

hands dirty. Ellie, however,

would prefer makeup,

dresses, and fashion.

One fun fact about the
Akenheads is that they

own an ice cream truck,
which they use in the
summertime. “We love going
to events and meeting new
people,” smiles Dana. She
and Chad also like being

a part of cornhole clubs.

Final Thoughts e = LizLopezPhotography.com
Chad and Dana are a . e N 505.401.9843

dynamic duo, making a

name for themselves in local

real estate. “We are built as

entrepreneurs? says Dat, THE ROOFING PARTNER
She jokes, “It took me 30

years to figure that out.” Now EVERY REAL ESTATE AGENT NEEDS!

she and Chad are thriving,

living their best lives helping e } Realtors get special pricir
others. They can’t imagine Sl N and priority scheduling!
doing anything else! R T '\

({3

We are built as
entrepreneurs.

It took me 30 years
to figure that out.”

/ Check out all our services on our website! alanisroofingnm.com
ROOFING CO "L LC Mark V. Alanis * Sales/Project Manager 505.710.5507  malanisnca@yahoo.com
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"My why is definitely my family,” smiles REALTOR® Jenny
Thai. "I love them so much. My family has made me who | am
today with their love and support.” Her two children, Kingston
(14) and Brooklyn (11), drive her passion for real estate.

A Strong Foundation

Born in California, Jenny moved to

her current hometown when she was
just two years old and has lived there
ever since. Growing up in a close-knit
family, she describes her childhood as
safe and full of love. Her parents owned
a small Chinese restaurant, and her
grandmother had 15 children, ensuring
she was always surrounded by family.

However, life changed dramatically
when her father passed away at the age
of 33. Jenny was only five years old. “My
mom became a single mother and didn’t
know how to deal with the heartache,”
she shares. Despite the loss, Jenny was
raised with strong family values, which
made Jenny the strong and courageous
woman she is today.

Finding Her Passion

Jenny didn’t always know she wanted

to be in real estate. Her career path

took several turns before she found her
calling. She started working at a fine
jewelry store at 17, staying there for four
years. She then spent a decade at Verizon,
where she held multiple roles, including
assistant manager, recruiter, and account

executive. Later, she became an office
manager for a dental office.

The turning point came when a friend
took her children to their after-school
activities. “She did it for one day, and I
broke down,” Jenny recalls. “I wanted to
do that myself and have that flexibility.”
That realization led her to quit her job,
take a year off, and reevaluate her life.

Jenny had always been interested in
flipping homes, inspired by her cousin.
When she mentioned this to him,

he encouraged her to take it a step
further. “He said, ‘Do one better—get
your license so you won’t have to pay
anyone,” she recalls. That was the push
she needed. This go-getter completed
her real estate coursework online and
earned her license in just a month.

Overcoming Challenges

As a perfectionist, Jenny had to learn to
rely on others in real estate. “You have
to work with a lot of different people,”
she explains. “You depend on them,
and they depend on you. Learning to
let go and accept that I can’t control
everything has been a challenge.”
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She also wishes she had known earlier
about the opportunities real estate could
offer beyond just selling homes. Jenny
discovered real estate isn’t just a career;
it’s a path to financial independence. “I
played it safe for years, living in my first
house for 16 years. I didn’t realize all the
possibilities that real estate could open
for me.”

Life Beyond Real Estate

Outside of work, Jenny cherishes
spending time with her family. Her
personal goal is to be present for her
children. “I want to make it to every
sports event,” she says. “I'm the crazy
mom recording every game,” she laughs.
“I'm their biggest cheerleader.” She also
strives to be a good role model, teaching
them the importance of kindness. “Being
nice is in the moment; being kind is who
you are,” she emphasizes.

Their gatherings often include games,

from poker to games like Left, Right,
Center. You can also find Jenny and
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her family rooting for

the Lobos. “We like
supporting the local

college basketball team,”
she smiles. She also loves

to shop, especially for home
decor. “My favorite store

is HomeGoods,” she smiles.

Her passion for real estate

extends beyond sales—she

enjoys buying, renovating,

and selling homes. “I love making a
home my own and then potentially
selling it for a profit,” she says. More
importantly, she loves educating others
on how they can use real estate as a
tool for financial freedom.

A REALTOR® Who Cares

At the core of her work, Jenny truly cares
about her clients. “I know buying a home
is a deeply personal and significant
moment in people’s lives,” she says.

“I feel genuinely blessed when clients
choose to include me in that process.”

You have to work with a lot of

different people. You depend on
them, and they depend on you.
Learning to let go and accept
that | can’t control everything
has been a challenge.”

Balancing work and family can be
demanding, but Jenny sees it as a
worthwhile sacrifice. “There are nights
when I work until 1 a.m.,” she admits,
“but the sacrifices have great rewards.”

With her drive, dedication, and heart for
helping others, Jenny Thai continues to
excel in real estate, making a difference
in the lives of her clients while always
prioritizing the ones who matter
most—her family. This devoted mother
wouldn’t have it any other way.
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ife is getting sweeter
for Mella Morrison, one
sip at a time!

A wine enthusiast, she and
her husband, Jack, love to
sip reds and whites on their
back patio. It’s also where
they can reflect on their
new brokerage, Red Apple
Realty, LLC, which they
launched in December 2024.

Mella and her transaction
coordinator, Jamie Jones, are
taking the real estate world
by storm. Mella’s husband,
affectionately known as Mr.
Mella, provides background
assistance, and he’s the one
who cleverly designed the
eye-catching logo.

Military Roots

A self-described “proud
military kid,” Mella’s early
years included adapting to
new places and meeting new
people. Little did she know
that this would be invaluable
to her future in real estate.

“Moving around so much
meant I had to learn how
to make friends quickly—I
guess you could say I've
been networking since
kindergarten! I was also
always the tallest girl in the
room, which made me easy

“If someone had told me I’d spend
my days meeting amazing people,
exploring unique homes, and
finding creative solutions to all
kinds of challenges, | would’ve
swapped careers in a heartbeat.”
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“If | can wrap up each day feeling
like I've made a difference and had
a little fun, I’'m calling it a win!”

to spot in every class photo
and pretty much ensured I'd
never have a chance at hide-
and-seek,” she laughs.

Other than the constant
moving, Mella describes her
childhood as pretty normal.
With strong, supportive
parents and a close-knit
family, their vacations
usually involved camping,
fishing, or packing up for
their next move. “Those
experiences gave me a sense
of humor about life and
taught me how to roll with
whatever comes my way,”
she points out.
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Real estate wasn’t part of the
plan. “When I was younger,
I always pictured myself

as a wife and mom—it was
my ultimate dream job.

But beyond that, my career
aspirations were a bit of a
winding road. Believe it or
not, I originally majored in
math with the idea that I
would become a high school
math teacher,” she jokes.
Life had more in store for
this go-getter.

Modeling and More
Opportunity knocks. Mella
was offered an opportunity
to press “pause” on college

and move to New York,
where she modeled and
worked as a concierge at a
hotel. Mella raves, “It was a
GREAT adventure!” There
was only one drawback.

“I really missed New
Mexico— and let’s just say
modeling and my love of
great food were not exactly
compatible. So I came

back and finished college,
switching my major to
business at Anderson School
of Management at the
University of New Mexico.”

Living in New York left an
impression on her, especially

about staying open to
opportunities. One of those
opportunities was being a
Jazzercise instructor. Little
did she know that it would
be life-changing.

“Honestly, real estate was
never on my radar until

I met Kurstin Johnson. At
the time, I was a Jazzercise
instructor (back when neon
spandex was practically a
uniform), and Kurstin was
one of my clients. She was
starting her company, Vista
Encantada Realtors, and
asked if I'd be interested in
helping her. One thing led

to another, and by 2001, I
had my real estate license,”
smiles Mella.

With her new career, she
discovered her untapped
talent for designing and
implementing business
systems—streamlining
processes, creating
efficient workflows, and
setting up structures that
ensure everything runs
smoothly. “Those skills
became invaluable in
building the foundation
of my company. It’s funny
to think that my journey
into real estate started in

a Jazzercise class, but life
has a way of surprising
you in the best ways.”

Loving Real Estate

Mella only has one regret. “
I wish I’d known how much
I was going to love real
estate,” she laughs.

“I would’ve jumped in
sooner! If someone had
told me I’d spend my

days meeting amazing
people, exploring unique
homes, and finding
creative solutions to

all kinds of challenges,

I would’ve swapped
careers in a heartbeat.”

This top producer didn’t
know she’d become an expert
at assembling furniture for
staging and tracking down
missing keys, but it’s all part
of the adventure. “Helping
people find their dream
homes has turned out to be
one of the best decisions I've
ever made.”

Travel, Food and Wine

To relax, Mella and Jack

love traveling. “Nothing

beats exploring new places
and realizing we’ve been
butchering the pronunciation
of ‘bruschetta,” she laughs.
“Let’s not forget food and

wine—]Jack and I are
always on the lookout for
new restaurants, trying
recipes that don’t end in
disaster and savoring the
perfect bottle of wine.”

Mella is living her best
life. She laughs at her
own jokes, finds joy in
the little stuff, and makes
time for adventures. “If

I can wrap up each day
feeling like I've made a
difference and had a little
fun, 'm calling it a win!”
Who would have guessed
that a Jazzercise class held
the door to her dreams?
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