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OR SCAN FOR MORE DETAILS
www.FOREVERext.com

Team Of Professionals Who 
Understand The Real Estate Market:
There To Serve You 

OUR EXCLUSIVE SERVICE INCLUDES:

GIVE US AN OPPORTUNITY

TO SERVE YOU

Video assessments | Exterior inspections | Onsite Maintenance repairs 

Excellent communication | Full service Insurance claim handling

Roofing, siding, gutter replacements and repairs

Our FOREVER Team will provide 
quality residential & commercial 
services always and FOREVER



Mountains, Lakes & Athens Real Producers • 54 • June 2025

(706) 580-2349
cjimenez@mysocial4business.com

Scan Here To Get Started! 

Unlock the Full Potential of Your Listings

with Stunning Media!
Professional Photography - 

Capture every detail and make 
your properties shine. 

Cinematic Video Tours - 
Bring homes to life with immersive 

walk-throughs. 

Aerial Drone Footage - 
Showcase the property and 

surroundings from
breathtaking angles. 

Virtual Staging & 3D Tours - 
Create inviting, realistic spaces 

that sell.

Stand Out. Sell Faster. Get Top Dollar.
Impress your clients and close deals with 
high-quality, attention-grabbing content.

Ready to elevate your listings?

Use code 
“RPMLA” and get 

$100 OFF on 
your fist order.

Only for new clients. 
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners

BAR & SPECIALTY SERVICES
Lillibell Digital Marketing
(720) 384-4859

CLOSING ATTORNEY
The Forsyth Law Firm
(770) 781-2576

CLOSING GIFTS
Gratitude Goodies
(404) 667-7587

COMMERCIAL PRINTING 
& MARKETING
Accent Graphics, Inc
(770) 455-3366

CUSTOM HOME 
BUILDER/REMODEL
Exodus Design Build
(470) 934-0058

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS
CottageSmith
(770) 335-2655

KINGSWORTH CONSTRUCTION
(678) 373-2608

EVENT SERVICES
North Georgia Event Solutions
(614) 623-4279

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
LIBERTY FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION
(770) 539-1025

FENCING & GATES
Stand Strong Fencing 
of Northeast Atlanta
(404) 986-8895

FLOORING
HOLBROOK FLOORING 
& DESIGN
(404) 732-5850

HARDWOOD FLOORING
FATHER & SON FLOORS LLC
(470) 214-9300

HOME INSPECTION
Blue Ridge Home Inspections
(706) 633-3377

Broadview Home Inspections
(470) 505-9089

Safe Home Inspections, LLC
(404) 301-3826

HOME PREPARATION SERVICES
HOME STRETCH NE ATLANTA
(404) 683-6195

INSURANCE/FINANCIAL
Lillibell Financial
(303) 819-6059

INSURANCE: AUTO/HOME/LIFE
Clear View Insurance Agency
(470) 423-8634

INTERIOR DESIGN/
RENOVATIONS
Styl Home Enhancements
(617) 633-5050

MORTGAGE BROKER
JOHNS CREEK MORTGAGE, LLC
(678) 632-0080

Maxwell Mortgage Team
Lauren Maxwell
(239) 596-0500

Pennix Mortgage
(404) 451-1250

MOVING / JUNK 
REMOVAL / DELIVERY
HaulEasy Moving Co, LLC
(770) 851-7480

OUTDOOR LIFESTYLES
COHUTTA FISHING COMPANY
(770) 547-9612

OUTDOOR LIGHTING
Lighting Pros
(678) 884-9775

OUTDOOR LIVING
Down South Construction LLC
(678) 793-9788

REAL ESTATE COACHING
Jessica Wade Real 
Estate Coaching
(888) 959-9461

REAL ESTATE MEDIA
Social4Business
(706) 580-2349

REAL ESTATE  
TRANSACTION COORDINATOR
Elite Closing Solutions
(470) 299-3995

RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY 
HOME BUILDER
LENNAR
(470) 217-1745

RESTORATION SPECIALISTS
Northeastern Restoration
(678) 654-1328

RESTORATION/ RENOVATION
PuroClean of North 
Metro Atlanta
MARCUS BROWN
(470) 298-4645

ROOFING & ROOF REPAIR
RoofServ
(678) 451-2134

ROOFING, SIDING, 
AND GUTTERS
FOREVER Exteriors
(833) 438-3700

SEPTIC SERVICES
HoneyCo, LLC
(762) 466-3926

WINDOW/EXTERIOR 
HOME CLEANING
SHINE OF NORTH GEORGIA
(678) 898-0802
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Red-Hot
Summer Market
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Meet
The

Team
Nick Stevens

Owner/Publisher
Elizabeth McCabe

Writer
Jessica Wellar 

Writer

Dan Allsup
Ad and Content Manager

Steven Neville 
Social Media

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed 
therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers 
but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within 
the Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 
Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher 
may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.
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Gratitudegoodies@gmail.com

404-667-7587

Gratitude Goodies,
WHERE BRANDING IS

ALWAYS FREE!

Contact Us
Today!

CUSTOM

Closing & CorporateREALTORREALTOR

 GiftsGifts

Custom Branding is FREE With Any Purchase gratitudegoodies.com

We specialize
in Realtor

Closing Gifts

Brighten Their Summer 
— One Basket at a Time!

From sunshine-themed 
treats to refreshing goodies, 
our handcrafted gift baskets 
are the perfect way to add a 
splash of joy to any summer 

celebration.

The Paramedics of 
Property Damage®

WATER  •  FIRE  •  MOLD     BIOHAZARD

Trauma/Sewage Cleanups

Reconstruction

Pack outs & content cleaning
(We restore back to pre-loss condition)

Residential & Commercial Properties 
(No territory!) 

We cover from metro to mountains!

24/7 emergency services Call (470) 298-4645   |   www.PuroClean.com/NMA

Fully Licensed, Certified & Insured

25 Years In Business

Where True Value Lies:
Above Ground

GREEN GRASS OR NOT, A NEW
ROOF SELLS THE HOUSE!

www.roofserv.com
678-451-2134

 Your Trusted Roofing 
Partner in North Georgia
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RISING STAR

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE 

PHOTOS BY ALLIE SANTOS

“Stop selling. Start helping.” – Zig Ziglar 

Jason Marsh has always had a talent 
for sales and an eye for luxury. From 
working with one of the world’s most 
prestigious fashion brands to making a 
name for himself in luxury real estate, 
Jason knows how to put people first. 
With a background in luxury retail, 
Jason mastered the art of high-end 
service, tailoring every interaction to 
meet the unique needs of his clients. 
Now, as a rising star in real estate, 
he brings that same dedication, 
turning first-time buyers into 
lifelong clients and transforming 
properties into dream homes.”

A Unique Background
Licensed as a real estate agent just two 
years ago, Jason is no stranger to the 
world of buying and selling. “Back in 
2006-2008, I was already buying, fixing, 
and flipping houses,” he shares. “I’ve 
been in the real estate game for years, 
just on the buying and selling side.”
Before making real estate his full-time 
career, Jason was deeply immersed in 
corporate luxury client services. He 
got his start at Louis Vuitton, working 
in their Atlanta store. He knows all 
about cross-body bags, handbags, tote 
bags, and so much more. A talented 
salesperson, Jason was promoted and 
asked to relocate to Dallas to run their 
first call center in the United States. 

“I had never run a call center before 
and had no idea what I was doing, but 
someone had faith in me,” he jokes. 

That leap of faith paid off. When he 
arrived in Dallas in 2016, he had a team 
of 32 employees and four managers. 
Four years later, that team had grown 
to 600 employees and 32 managers 
across three locations. His reputation 
for building and scaling operations led 
him to New York, where he was tasked 
with opening the first U.S. call center 
for FENDI (the conglomerate that owns 
Louis Vuitton, Sephora, and other 
luxury brands). The experience shaped 
him, giving him an understanding 
of high-end clientele and how to 
deliver top-tier service. Little did he 
know that this experience laid the 
foundation for his future in real estate. 

The Move to Blue Ridge 
and Real Estate
Despite his corporate success, Jason 
and his husband, David, always had a 
dream—living in Blue Ridge, Georgia. 
“We had owned land here for years. 
It was always our retirement plan,” 
Jason explains. “We kept coming back 
to the same question: why not now?”
Realizing there was little luxury retail 
presence in Blue Ridge, Jason had to 
reinvent himself. With a lifelong passion 
for real estate, he reached out to a 
friend in the industry who encouraged 
him to make the leap. “She told me, 
‘You’d knock it out of the park.’ That 
gave me the confidence to go for it.”

Initially, Jason split his time between 
real estate and his corporate role, 
traveling back and forth. But once 
he transitioned full-time into real 
estate, his career took off. “Being able 
to focus 100% on real estate changed 
everything,” he says. “Now, I get to see 
incredible homes and help others find 
their dream properties every day.”

Lessons from Luxury Sales
Jason’s past experience in luxury sales 
has given him a unique advantage 
in real estate. “At Louis Vuitton, I 
learned that excellent customer service 

transcends price points. Whether 
someone is buying a $200,000 home 
or a $2 million estate, they deserve the 
same level of care and attention.”

His background also taught him how to 
connect with high-net-worth individuals. 
“I didn’t grow up in a wealthy family, so 
learning how to relate to ultra-wealthy 
clients was something I had to figure 
out,” he admits. “What I realized is that 
it’s all about listening. I may not have my 
own private jet stories, but I can engage 
in meaningful conversations by offering 
insights and asking the right questions.”

EXCELS IN SALES  
& SERVICE

Jason 
Marsh

FROM SELLING 
HANDBAGS TO 

SELLING HOUSES,



Mountains, Lakes & Athens Real Producers • 1716 • June 2025

A FULL & COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH
We ask the questions and engage our clients to provide the most

efficient reporting, Q&A follow-up & overall client experience possible.

470-505-9089
broadviewhomeinspections.com

Buyer’s Inspection | Pre-Listing/Seller’s Inspection
Re-Inspections | 11-Month/Builder’s Warranty

New Construction Phase Inspections
Home Maintenance Inspection | Radon Testing
Loan Draw Inspection | Corporate Relocation

Thermal Imaging Services
SCOTT PRILLAMAN - OWNER

That focus on connection and service 
has become the hallmark of his real 
estate business. From implementing 
high-end marketing strategies—such 
as premium property signage with 
QR codes—to ensuring every client 
receives personalized attention, 
Jason has set himself apart in the 
Blue Ridge luxury market.

Passion for the Outdoors 
and Family Life
When he’s not working, Jason embraces 
everything Blue Ridge has to offer. “I 
love being outside—hiking, exploring, 
and just taking in the beauty of the 
area,” he says. “That’s one of the things 
I love most about real estate here—I 
get to be outdoors while helping people 
find homes in this incredible place.”

Jason and his husband, David, along 
with their Great Dane, Max, and 
their lively 20-year-old cat, Jos, enjoy 
the simple pleasures of small-town 
living. “We drive into Blue Ridge every 
morning, grab coffee from a local shop, 

and enjoy the community. Interacting 
with locals and potential clients in an 
organic way is something I truly love.”
David, a project manager for Microsoft, 
is also a self-published author with 
two books under his belt and a 
third on the way. Together, they 
enjoy spending evenings on their 
back deck, soaking in the natural 
beauty of their surroundings. It’s a 
great way to relax and recharge. 

Looking Ahead
As Jason’s real estate career continues 
to grow, his passion remains the same: 
delivering an unmatched level of 
service. “At the core of my business 
is customer service—it’s always been 
my focus. Whether in fashion or real 
estate, it’s about making sure people 
feel valued and taken care of.”

Bringing a touch of luxury to 
the Blue Ridge Mountains, Jason 
Marsh is redefining the local real 
estate market, one exceptional 
client experience at a time.

“At the core of my business is 
customer service—it’s always been my 
focus. Whether in fashion or real estate, it’s 
about making sure people feel valued and 

taken care of.”
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Shine is here to 
serve you and your 
client’s needs. We 
are a professional 
exterior detailer, 
specializing in:

678-898-0805  |  Shineinfo.com
Independently Owned & Operated Franchise

12.5

MAKE THAT FIRST
IMPRESSION
Clean windows, spotless
driveways get them
in the door

12.5

• ASK US ABOUT REALTOR REWARDS

Window Cleaning

Pressure Washing

Gutter Cleaning

House Washing

Roof Washing

Special Offer for Realtors: 
Mention this ad for a 
10% discount on your 
first referral booking!

Moving Made Easy with
!

Moving Made Easy with
!

Call/Text (770)851-7480 
info@haul-easy.com

haul-easy.com

REALTORS: 
SIMPLIFY YOUR

CLIENTS’ EXPERIENCE!

We specialize in stress-free
moving and junk removal services

to help your clients transition smoothly. 

Why Realtors Love HaulEasy:
• Fast & Reliable Service: Quick to respond, typically just
   need a 3-days’ notice, scheduled options available.

• Professional Team: Friendly, careful, and efficient.

• Versatile Solutions: From full moves to junk removal for
   staging or post-sale cleanup.

Transform Your Home with 
Exodus Design Build

Luxury Meets Craftsmanship – 
High-quality construction and 

remodeling tailored to your vision.

Seamless Design-Build Process – 
From concept to completion, we 

handle every detail.

Expert Planning & Design – Our team 
holds multiple design degrees to 

create spaces you’ll love.

Trusted Since 2015 – Serving the 
Greater Atlanta area with responsive, 

reliable service.

Tailored Luxury – More than just 
construction, we craft experiences 

designed around you.
Call us today at (470) 934-0058

Visit exodusbuilt.com to start your dream project!

E N S U R E  YO U R  C L I E N T S '  

Septic System Inspections
Routine Maintenance & Pumping
System Repairs & Replacements
New Installations • Emergency Services

W I T H  H O N E YC O ,  L L C  

YO U R  T R U S T E D  PA R T N E R  I N  S E P T I C  S E R V I C E S .

PEACE OF MINDPEACE OF MIND

Contact Us
Today!

Contact Us
Today!

Find us on   
HoneyCo, LLC

(762) 466-3926
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COVER STORY

BY JESS WELLAR 

PHOTOS BY 

ALLIE SANTOS

Julie Fitts Queen recently built her 19th 
home — and she plans to stay there. 
A milestone that truly signifies her 
remarkable career in real estate, her 
upbringing in the development world, 
and her love for creativity and design, 
real estate has been a part of Julie’s 
daily life ever since she can remember.

“This business is in my blood; I 
feel like I am right where I need 
to be,” Julie begins. “Seeing my 
children be inspired and take 
interest in the business, and a 
strong work ethic inspired by my 
own parents keeps me motivated 
to be the best I can be every day.”
With over two decades of industry 
experience, a solid reputation 
as one of Re/Max’s top agents 
worldwide, and a loyal client 
base that stretches far beyond 
Fannin County, Julie’s success is as 
authentic as her Southern charm.

Born Into The Business 
Raised in a family that was 
deeply involved in building, 
development, and design, 

Julie’s knowledge of the 
industry was second nature.

“I realized I loved everything 
about real estate … the market 
I live in, meeting new people, 
and using everything I learned 
to further my knowledge 
and interest in the area, local 
builders, resources, planning, 
development, and staging.”

Before pursuing her real estate 
license in 2001, Julie helped 
her mother with staging her 
grandparents’ furniture store and 
also worked alongside her dad 
in his building and development 
company. She drew house 
plans, took CAD classes, and 
worked closely with builders on 
everything from new construction 
to commercial projects.

When her brother purchased 
a Century 21 brokerage and 
encouraged her to get licensed, 
Julie took the leap with two small 
children at home and never 

looked back. Since then, she’s 
become a force in the industry, 
earning recognition as the #1 Re/
Max Realtor in Georgia for four 
consecutive years (2019-2022), 
placing in the Top 100 Re/Max 
agents in the United States, and 
finishing among the Top 100 Re/
Max agents worldwide last year.

“I’ve been at it about as long 
as anyone in my market,” she 
chuckles. “I’ve seen the boom, 
the recession, and the next 
rise in the market, and I know 
how to weather the changes 
to help my clients navigate 
both the good and the bad.”

Built on Loyalty 
While Julie works as a solo 
agent, she is quick to praise 
the phenomenal staff behind 
her impressive results at 
her Re/Max Town & Country 
branch in Blue Ridge.

Carrie Holloway has worked 
alongside Julie for 17 years Julie

QueenFITTS

Of Building DreamsThe Queen
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as her closing coordinator, 
providing wonderful support for 
her clients; and Julie’s youngest 
daughter, Carley, joined the 
business about a year and a half 
ago and assists her mother with 
marketing efforts while also 
pursuing her builder’s license.

“Both of them are phenomenal 
help and a huge asset to my 
business,” Julie acknowledges. “I 
couldn’t do this without them.”

Julie also credits her 
consistent track record to 
her deep community ties and 
relationships with local vendors, 
developers, and contractors.

“From land development 
to environmental health, 
surveyors, and vendors — those 
relationships are crucial in 
helping my clients make informed 
decisions,” she emphasizes.

Proud Southern Roots
Julie’s clients know she’s a trusted 
local expert. A lifelong Blue Ridge 
resident, her extensive knowledge 
of the area is unmatched.

“I’m southern to the core,” she 
laughs. “I have the southern 
twang to prove it the minute I 
start talking, but I’ve learned 

to relish that over the years. 
I’m proud of where I came 
from and I love sharing my 
hometown with others.”

This local pride has played 
a huge role in her ability to 
genuinely connect with clients, 
whether they’re looking to buy 
a multi-million-dollar vacation 
home or their very first house.
“I don’t associate myself with 
only luxury properties,” Julie 
explains. “Sure, I enjoy those 
transactions, but I also take pride 
in helping the less-extravagant 
folks who are buying their first 

home or land. Those clients are 
the foundation of my business, 
and I’ll never forget that.”

Her emphasis on treating every 
client with respect — no matter 
their price point — is a core value 
she learned from her father.

“As my Papaw always said, 
‘We all put our pants on the 
same way, and all want to be 
treated like our business is as 
important as the next person’s.’ 
That stuck with me,” she adds.

Overcoming Challenges 
While Julie’s career may have 
seemed pre-determined, it 
hasn’t always been smooth 
sailing. Breaking into a male-
dominated industry by earning 
respect — especially in a rural 
area where new construction 
and development required 
specialized knowledge — came 
with its own set of barriers.

“Starting in the business 
young, with three small 
children often in tow, wasn’t 
easy either,” Julie recalls.

Despite those obstacles, Julie 
thrived by staying true to her 
values of professionalism, 
paying attention to the details, 

and relationship-building while 
staying ahead of the curve. 

“I’ve learned the importance 
of respect,” she continues. 
“Respect for clients, fellow 
Realtors, lenders, and closing 
attorneys — it all matters. 
I’ve also learned how to read 
and communicate with lots of 
personalities depending on clients 
expectations and personal needs, 
and how presentations with 
clients and other Realtors alike, 
often can make or break a deal.” 

Family Fun And  
Future Aspirations
When she’s not in her Blue 
Ridge office, Julie is usually on 
the go with her growing brood. 
Family is everything to Julie, 
and her pride in her children 
is evident. Her oldest daughter, 
Courtney, a forensic accountant, 
lives in Boston with Julie’s two-
year-old grandson, Shepard. 
Julie’s son, Collin, is not only 
involved in real estate but also 
owns a home maintenance 
business that caters to second-
home owners in the area. And 
she enjoys working alongside 
her youngest, Carley, who is a 
proud new mom to her four-
month-old grandson, Greyson. 

Julie enjoys staying active, 
whether she’s hiking, gardening, 
traveling, or spending time with 
her grandkids. She and her 
significant other, Jeff, love taking 
Jeep rides and relaxing at home 
with their spoiled fur babies.

Over the years, she’s also made 
it a priority to give back to her 
beloved area in meaningful ways. 
Julie actively supports Snack 
in a Backpack, a local program 
that provides after-school snacks 
for children in need. She’s also 
involved with the Parade of 
Homes, which funds scholarships 
for local high school students 
pursuing careers in trades or 
building-related industries. 

In addition to these efforts, Julie 
frequently donates to small 
business association events, 
local recreation programs, and 
school sports teams. She’s even 
volunteered her time to assist 
with community festivals and 
has served on panels dedicated 
to improving and preserving the 
charm of the Blue Ridge area. 

Looking ahead, Julie certainly 
has no plans of slowing down 
but she’s also embracing new 

opportunities. With her children 
becoming more involved in the 
business, Julie has her sights set 
on exploring her creative side.

“I’ll keep building, designing, and 
staging — it’s part of who I am,” 
she concludes. “But down the 
road, I’d love to transition into 
something that blends my passion 
for creativity with serving the real 
estate industry. I’ll leave that up to 
fate — I know things will unfold 
exactly as they’re meant to.”

I’ve learned the 
importance of 
respect. Respect 
for clients, 
fellow Realtors, 
lenders, and 
closing attorneys 
— it all matters.”
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Founder & CEO

CALL 470.299.3995
eliteclosingsolutions.com

Melisa Vinke,Melisa Vinke,Melisa Vinke,Melisa Vinke,

Our Realtors Make More
Money & Have More Time
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Smooth Closings, All Summer Long.
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Help Your Clients Unlock the 
Potential in Their Backyard!
In today’s market, Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs) are a game-changer for homeowners. 
Whether they need extra space for family or
a new income stream, CottageSmith delivers 
custom-built, high-quality ADUs that add
value and flexibility to any property.

Why Your Clients Will Love an ADU:

www.MyCottageSmith.com | (770) 335-2655

Aging Parents Stay Close
Independence with convenience

Affordable Living for Adult Children
A smart housing solution

Expand Without Refinancing
More space, same mortgage

Rental Income Potential
Stylish, self-contained units

ASK ABOUT OUR REALTOR REFERRAL PROGRAM
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REAL Growth In Real Time
BY JESS WELLAR

DONDI HOPKINS

“I want to leave my mark on this 
world helping as many people as 
I can by sharing everything I have 
learned from the past 29 years.”

That’s the mission behind Getting Real 
with Real Estate and Life: Transform 
Your Career and Life One Honest 
Conversation at a Time, the first 
book in a powerful new trilogy from 
seasoned Realtor, life coach, and now 
published author, Dondi Hopkins.

The Power Of Perception Dondi’s 
road to coaching has been fueled by 
passion and experience. Now the 
Director of Agent Development for 
ReMax Town & Country in Georgia 
and ReMax Prestige in South Florida, 
Dondi leads two coaching classes a 
week while building her one-on-one 
life and business coaching practice.

“My dream has always been helping 
others and writing,” she shares. 
“My tagline says it all: ‘Let me 
help any agent Rebrand, Reboot, 
and Remotivate to success!’”

Her new book, released in March, is 
a bold first step toward a bigger goal. 
“Getting Real with Real Estate and Life 
is written for agents, business owners, 
and anyone feeling stuck,” Dondi 
offers. “I want people to understand 
how our mindset dictates our success.

She shares plenty of personal 
anecdotes throughout those pages 
— including what life was like 
starting real estate as a single mom 
with two children and no money.

“My parents laughed when I said 
I wanted to make $35,000 a year 
in real estate,” she recalls.

“My dream has always been helping others and writing. My tagline says it all: 
‘Let me help any agent Rebrand, Reboot, and Remotivate to success!’”

“They said I could make whatever 
I wanted if I put in the work; I 
made over $100,000 in my first six 
months and never looked back.”

Building Her Legacy
For top producers in the business, Dondi 
is no stranger. She started in real estate 
in 1996 working for her family in South 
Florida and quickly made a name for 
herself, snagging Rookie of the Year.

From there, Dondi consistently ranked 
in the top 1% of Coldwell Banker agents 
for 25 years, then led a 37-person team 

at Compass ranked in the top 0.5% in 
the country while partnering with her 
mother, Diane, who is still actively 
leading a 10-person team at age 78.

After moving to the mountains of 
Georgia last August for personal 
reasons, Dondi shifted her focus 
from selling to allow for more 
coaching and writing, though she 
still refers out plenty of leads.

Bigger Than Business
Dondi’s story hasn’t been without loss. 
Her move to Blue Ridge came after her 
spouse was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.

“I just was not able to focus any longer. 
It took a great coach and a lot of vision 
to realize that life goes on despite the 
bumps in the road,” she reflects.

Today, she and her youngest son, 
Tristan, are writing their next 
chapter together in Fannin County 
while 25% of the book proceeds 
will go to Alzheimer’s research.

Thus far, Dondi’s debut book has been 
well-received and the offers to join 
well-known coaches across the globe 
are already pouring in. Her second book 
will be released this summer with a 
deeper focus on team-building, wealth 
strategy, and business growth; and the 

final installment 
in the trilogy 
— due out 
in December 
— is still in 
development 
with her 
own coach.

She’s also 
busy ramping 
up speaking 
engagements 
and looks 
forward to 
coaching on a 
national stage.

“Melanie Robbins is at the top of my 
vision board,” she shares with a smile. 
“My aim is to be a life coach as great 
as her someday.” Her hard-earned 
coaching advice to agents? “Real estate 
is a marathon, not a sprint!” she points 
out. “Build genuine relationships 
and remember that attitude changes 
everything — your mindset matters.”

You can find Dondi Hopkins’ 
new book at Amazon, Walmart, 
Target, Books-A-Million, and local 
bookstores. To connect with her 
directly for a coaching consultation, 
reach out today at 706-851-5559.
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(617) 633-5050 | mystylhome.com
limor@mystylhome.com

Transform Your Client's 
Space with

Expert Home Organization

Simplify life with personalized home 
organization and decluttering solutions

Home Organization
Decluttering
Senior Downsizing Support

Specializing in custom new 
homes & remodeling since 2004

Locally owned and operated by 
Brian & Trisha Holbrook

404-732-5850
Holbrookflooring@gmail.com

Holbrook Flooring & Design

Luxury Vinyl Plank   |   Carpet   |   Tile   |   Hardwoods & Refinishing

Your Local Blue Ridge Fly Shop
Outdoor Lifestyle Apparel • Fly Fishing & Fly Tying Classes

Fly Fishing Schools • Worldwide Travel
Guided Fishing Trips for Trout, Striped & Spotted Bass

Fish on Our Private Trout Water

(706) 946-3044 • cohuttafishingco.com
490 East Main Street Blue Ridge, GA 30513 Drew Friedrich

Contact Jessica Wade for a complimentary
mentor session today.

Ranked in the top 2% of agents in the country, Jessica 
Wade is committed to helping you succeed.  Jessica 
Wade's Team prioritizes the success of each individual 
agent.  Take the next step toward your real estate 
goals-reach out to Jessica Wade today!

AGENTS: Are you looking for Encouragement, 
Mentorship or a better work-life balance in
your real estate career?  Look no further!

678-336-6621 | JessicaWade.me

At The Lighting Pros, we help homes shine their 
brightest to attract buyers and impress clients. 
From timeless fixtures to modern designs, we 
provide lighting solutions that elevate every 
space. Partner with us to illuminate your listings 
and make every showing glow.
Our Services Include:
• Custom Indoor & Outdoor Lighting
• Fixture Selection & Installation
• Energy-Efficient LED Upgrades
• Landscape & Accent Lighting
• Lighting Design Consultations
• Gemstone Lights (Permanent, Customizable 

Led Lights Controlled From Your Phone)

Visit us at thelightingpros.com or call today!

678-884-9775

Brighten Every
Home Sale with
Perfect Lighting
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Making the World a 
Happier Place, One 
Bite at a Time!
WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE 

PHOTOS BY ALLIE SANTOS

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT 

In today’s hustle and bustle 
of life, taking time to relax 
and recharge is never 
overrated. Enter Cohutta 
Fishing Company. As Blue 
Ridge’s premier fly fishing 
fly shop, they offer guide 
services for seasoned 
fishermen and those who 
have never baited their own 
hook before. Regardless 
of your skill level, you can 
learn to fish like a pro!

Picture yourself in waders, 
silhouetted against the 
setting sun, a perfect 
s-curve of line arcing 
overhead. Seconds later, a 
glistening trout is in your 
hands. Now all you need 
is the know-how to make 
that dream come true. 
That’s where the seasoned 
professionals at Cohutta 
Fishing Company come in. 

Expect an Experience 
At Cohutta Fishing 
Company, it’s more than 
just a cast and catch—it’s 
an experience. Located 
in Blue Ridge, a trout-

fishing paradise, Cohutta is 
your go-to destination for 
expert-guided fly fishing 
trips, premium gear, local 
insight, and unforgettable 
memories on the water.

Whether you’re an avid 
angler or have never held 
a fly rod, Cohutta Fishing 
Company meets you where 

you are—river, stream, or 
lake—and brings you into 
the world of fly fishing 
with patience, passion, 
and professionalism. 

“It gets you outdoors,” 
shares Drew Friedrich, 
who has been guiding 
at Cohutta for 11 years 
and is now the face of the 

company. “There’s always 
something to learn. Whether 
it’s changing up your cast 
or trying a new streamer 
or nymph, fly fishing is 
all about discovery.”

From Hobby to 
Way of Life
Cohutta Fishing Company 
was founded in 2008 by 

Andy Bowen in Cartersville, 
Georgia. In March 2023, 
Drew’s father, Steve 
Friedrich, purchased 
the company, bringing a 
renewed energy to the brand 
while keeping the soul of the 
shop intact. Steve handles 
things behind the scenes 
while Drew leads operations 
on the ground—both in the 
shop and on the water.

And this isn’t your average 
tackle shop. It’s a full-service 
fly shop offering gear, 
apparel, guided trips, and 
educational classes like Fly 
Fishing 101 and fly-tying 
clinics. Whether you stop by 
the store in person or shop 
online, everything Cohutta 
offers has been field-tested 
and guide-approved.

Local Waters.  
Global Adventures.
Cohutta’s home base may be 
in Blue Ridge, but their reach 
goes far beyond. From float 
trips on the Toccoa River to 
wade trips on private trout 
waters, their guides know 
the sweet spots like the backs 
of their weather-worn hands.

Looking for something 
wilder? Join them on 
destination trips to Belize, 

the Bahamas, Baja Mexico, 
and Wyoming. “I caught a 
50-pound fish in Baja,” Drew 
says with a grin. “It’s the 
kind of moment you’ll never 
forget. Fly fishing gives me 
an escape.” Now he gets to 
share that same passion with 
others. Pick up a new hobby 
by learning how to fish.

And whether you’re chasing 
stripers, redfish, bass, or 
trout, the thrill is always 
catch-and-release. It’s all 
about the fight, the moment, 
and the memory. Drew says, 

“Stripers are my favorite—
they fight hard and give you 
a real run for your money.”

Why Choose Cohutta?
It starts with customer 
service, says Drew. “That’s 
our number one priority. 
But what really sets us apart 
are our guides—the most 
experienced in the area.” 
These aren’t just anglers; 
they’re teachers. With 
patience and expertise, 
they make first-timers feel 
confident and seasoned 
fishers feel challenged.

Whether it’s a half-day, 
three-quarter day, or full-day 
trip, all gear is included, and 
no prior fishing experience 
is required—in fact, 75% 
of their clients have never 
fished before. Their goal is 
to make sure everyone has 
a great time—whether it’s 
your first fish or your fiftieth.

Cohutta is more than 
just a fishing company. 
It’s a community hub, a 
place where people come 
to connect with nature, 
disconnect from stress, and 
create moments that matter. 
Drew sees it firsthand: 
clients who fall in love with 
the lifestyle so much, it even 
influences where they buy 
their next home—as long 
as it’s near a good stream.

And the best part? Fishing 
is available year-round. 
While trout fishing slows 
in August and September, 
there’s always something 
biting—from bass in 
local lakes to redfish not 
far from the coast.

So whether you’re a 
seasoned fly fisher or a 
curious first-timer with a 
dream, let Cohutta Fishing 
Company show you the 
ropes. Book a guided trip, 
sign up for a class, or join 
an adventure abroad.

Visit. Fish. Repeat.
Stop by their shop in Blue 
Ridge, browse online, or 
reach out to plan your next 
great escape. Kick back, 
relax, and get hooked—
Cohutta Fishing Company 
is here to make your 
fishing fantasy a reality.

KICK BACK, RELAX 
AND GET HOOKED ON 
FISHING WITH

COHUTTA 
FISHING 
COMPANY

CONTACT THEM TODAY!

Visit cohuttafishingco.com or 
call 706-946-3044 to learn 
more or book your next trip.
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We find the Right Coverage for the Right Price!

SCAN TO
LEARN MORE

470-423-8634
Nick@ClearViewIns.com
12600 Deerfield Pkwy, Ste 100, Alpharetta, GA

We are continually adapting with the market &
adding carrier solutions to assist each client. 

Landlord
Insurance

Home or Condo
Insurance

Commercial

From listing to closing and 
beyond — I provide tailored 
insurance solutions to make 
your job easier this summer.

COVERAGE 
THAT MOVES 
WITH YOUR 
CLIENTS.

NORTH GEORGIA EVENT SOLUTIONS

NorthGAEventSolutions@gmail.com • 614-623-4279

North Georgia Event Solutions looks forward
to helping your event go off with a bang!

Call to discuss solutions that we offer

Northeast Atlanta: (404) 986-8895 Northeast Georgia: (706) 553-1841

REALTOR Why is Stand Strong Fencing a 
great Realtor partner?

What do we offer to you - the Realtor?
• A trusted vendor that delivers a hassle-free experience for your customer each 
step of the process; including consultation, financing, installation and warranty. 

• A positive fencing experience increases your customers’ overall satisfaction 
with the build process.

What do we offer to your customer - the homeowner?
• Quality manufacturing vendors that offer a wide array of 

Products, Price Points, and Design Options!
• A dedicated contact that helps your customer make an 

educated purchase decision that they will Love!

More reasons to choose Stand Strong Fencing!
• We use Physical Samples so customers can See It before they Buy It!

• Every job comes with Stand Strong Certified Installation, Lifetime 
Workmanship Warranty and a Manufacturer Backed Warranty!

• National Buying Power that leads to great value for your customers!

Braselton  •  Hoschton  •  Buford  
•  Cumming  •  Lawrenceville
•  Dacula  •  Flowery Branch

Athens  •  Monroe  •  Watkinsville
•  Loganville  •  Jefferson  •  Winder  

•  Commerce  •  Hartwell



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Built for Your Clients, Designed for Their Dreams
Partner with Kingsworth Construction—where dreams become homes.

Visit kingsworthconstruction.com to explore our work and start the conversation. 678-821-2070

At Kingsworth Construction, we specialize in crafting custom homes that match your clients’ unique visions. With 
a focus on quality, innovation, and seamless collaboration, we make the home-building process an exceptional 
experience—for you and your clients.

• Custom Home Design & Build: Tailored to your client’s needs and style.

• Luxury Renovations: Elevating existing spaces with precision and care.

• Site Evaluation & Preparation: Ensuring the perfect foundation for every home.

• Project Management: On-time, on-budget delivery with open communication.

• Additions & Expansions: Expanding possibilities while maintaining harmony.


