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We Won!
THANK YOU, BATON ROUGE!
We’re honored to be named a 2025 Best of 225 Winner!

Where Quality and
Convenience Stick Around

Trusted by homeowners.
Chosen by Realtors.
Roof Gecko is Baton Rouge’s
#1 choice for roofing done right.

The Roofing Partner Baton Rouge Agents Trust

 You focus on closing—let
us handle the roof.

 Roof Gecko makes you
look like the hero.

Realtor-Focused Benefits 

Call or text Roof Gecko today and experience
the service Baton Rouge is buzzing about.

FREE Pre-Listing Inspections Reports
Expert Insurance Advice
Professional Communication with Your Clients
Quick Turnaround on Repairs & Replacements
Paid at Closing 

888-GO-GECKO Office@CallRoofGecko.com

Need a roofing partner you can count on?

CallRoofGecko .com

 “Roof Gecko stands out as a
roofing company agents can 

trust—responsive, professional, and 
easy to work with. They know what it 
takes to support a smooth closing.”
 — Avery Moser, Top Producer | The Couv Group
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COVER STORY

BY BREANNA PIZZOLATO  ••  PHOTOS BY SHELBY ST GERMAIN NUNNERY

MEANT TO BE

LIZZIE
BENZER Some of the 

most defining 
moments in 

Lizzie Benzer’s 
life have 

unfolded not 
by careful 

planning, but by 
what she says 

is simply God’s 
grace and will 

for her life. 

As a young 19-year-old, 
Lizzie realized college 
wasn’t the right fit, but 
knew she had to present a 
plan to her parents. So she 
turned to Google in search 
of a new path—specifically, 
certificates she could earn 
in just a few weeks. After an 
evening of scrolling around, 
she landed on real estate. 
Nearly twenty years later, 
that spontaneous decision 
has become the cornerstone 
of a thriving career. Today, 
Lizzie is a top-producing 
broker, a mother of five 
and a devoted community 
advocate in Zachary—the 
place she’s proudly called 
home since she was 15. With 
grace, humor and a support 
system she calls her greatest 
gift, Lizzie makes it all look 
effortless. But if you ask her, 
the secret is simple: Don’t 
sweat the small stuff, do 
your best every day and put 
people first.

Family Built on Faith 
After welcoming their two 
oldest daughters, Scout, now 
11, and Mills, now 9, Lizzie 
and her husband Dustin, 
who goes by Benzer to just 
about everyone, paused 
on building their family to 
focus on their two little girls 

and budding careers. When 
they decided to add to their 
family, they didn’t anticipate 
where the journey would 
lead them.

After trying to conceive 
for a while, they reached a 
crossroads. “The doctor said 
it was time to either start 
fertility treatment or begin 
the adoption process.” Lizzie 
had always felt drawn to 
adoption, saying, “I think 
a part of me always knew 
adoption would be a part of 
my family’s story and we felt 
led to adopt for years before 
it came on our radar.”

That last appointment was 
on December 10th—an 
important date they now 
celebrate every year. They 
decided to adopt and began 
working through the process. 
“It’s a lot of steps, a lot of 
paperwork. If you think 
getting a mortgage is a lot 
of paperwork, adopting is 
10 times more,” she laughs. 
After about 5 months of 
providing information on 
every aspect of their life, 
they could legally adopt.

The twins’ arrival was 
unexpected and quick. 
Lizzie’s attorney, Todd 
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Gaudin, called on a Friday 
afternoon as she drove down 
her regular stretch of I-10 
back toward Zachary after 
a day in Baton Rouge. There 
was a set of twins, Ben and 
Birdie, born on December 
10, and their legal guardians 
had selected Lizzie and 
Benzer from their profile 
book. “In my heart, right at 
that moment, I just knew 
they were my babies,” she 
recalls. “And they were 
with us that Wednesday.” 
Lizzie remembers lying 
in bed at her sister’s that 
Friday evening, taking a 
brief reprieve from turning 
their house upside down 
to prepare for their newest 
additions and saying, “I can’t 
believe this is happening.”

Then, about a year after 
welcoming the twins home, 
after she had felt closure 
in not carrying any more 
babies, two lines appeared. 
Now approaching two years 
old, their youngest, Beck—
named after Lizzie’s sister—
is the fifth, supposedly final, 
Benzer. “I wasn’t expecting it 
at all,” she says. “I’d already 
moved on mentally, thinking 
our family was complete.”

As she reflects on the 
winding path, Lizzie simply 
says, “God gives you what he 
wants you to have. I never 
thought I’d have a big family. 
It just has all worked out, 
and we’re truly blessed.”

Adoption has become a 
meaningful part of their 
story—and a message 
they feel called to share. 
“We wanted people to 
know that adoption really 
is achievable,” she says. 
If you feel led, this is 
absolutely something that 
you can do too.

Lifted by Love 
Lizzie credits her family 
and community for being 
able to juggle her career 
and family with grace. “We 
didn’t buy diapers for the 
twins for nearly two years,” 
she says. “Our people are 
good. Everyone rallied 
around us and supported 
us. I truly cannot emphasize 
enough how much I love and 
appreciate our village.”

Still, she doesn’t pretend 
it’s always picture-perfect. 
She quickly points out that 
the elusive daily work-
life balance doesn’t exist. 
“There’s no such thing as 
a true balance,” she says. 
“People are always searching 
for that. I just don’t think 
that exists.” Some days, she’s 
out of the house before the 
kids are up and home long 
after they’re asleep. Other 
days, she’s chaperoning 
a field trip or grabbing 
snowballs after school. “I 
hope I’m teaching my kids 
the value of working hard 
and that you can have a good 
business, be a good mom 

and be involved in your 
community. We’re showing 
them it’s possible.” That kind 
of mindset grounds Lizzie 
in her day-to-day. “I don’t let 
myself get worked up when 
things go sideways and just 
focus on moving forward 
every day”

Powerhouse partnerships 
Behind the scenes, Benzer, 
an entrepreneur, left 
a longtime position at 
ExxonMobil to pursue 
his dreams and build a 
career that prioritizes their 
family’s lifestyle. “He’s so 
good,” Lizzie says with a 
smile. “His business, Parish 
Dumpsters, is thriving, and 
I’m so thankful he took 
that leap of faith a few 
years ago. We make a great 
team– his strengths are my 
weaknesses, and vice versa.”

That team mentality extends 
to Lizzie’s business, too. 
Today, her mom, sister 
and sister-in-law are all 
independent agents with 
The Red Door Group, the 
real estate group Lizzie 
co-founded in 2015. “I am 
so grateful to work with my 
family and truly just love 
every member on our team,” 
she says. But, her real estate 
business goes beyond family. 
With a team of 9 agents and 
a full-time administrative 
professional, she’s built an 
organization that thrives 
on collaboration and runs 

If you think getting 
a mortgage is a 

lot of paperwork, 
ADOPTING IS 

TIMES 
MORE. 10
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efficiently, thanks to her masterful 
delegation and careful coordination.

Her confidence, radiant personality 
and unwavering focus make her 
a natural leader. Lizzie is a go-
getter in every sense, yet firmly 
grounded in caring for others. 
She’s known for bringing energy 
and warmth into every room, 
all while making sure her 
people feel seen, heard 
and supported. Her 
professional success 
stems not just from 
her drive but 
from her deep 
commitment to the 
people around her.

“My parents were 
good at making us 
feel like we could 
do anything,” 
she says, noting 
that their belief 
instilled a solid 
foundation of 
confidence in her. 
“Whatever it is, 
their expectation 
was that we do our 
best and work hard.”

In life and business, 
Lizzie Benzer 
proves that with 
faith, community 
and hard work, 
even the most 
unexpected path 
can lead exactly 
where you’re 
meant to be.

ON OUR 
TEAM.

 I AM SO 
GRATEFUL 
to work with my 

family and truly just 
love every member

225-936-5243 
s1l.com/loanofficer/doug-bickley

bickleyteam@s1l.com

Speed
Ease

Expertise
The difference
you can SEE

Synergy One Lending, Inc. | NMLS 1907235 | For licensing information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org | 610 W. Ash Street, Suite 
1505, San Diego, CA 92101 | (888) 995-1256 | Doug Bickley NMLS#96576, Alisa Eaton NMLS# 500377, Caden Turner NMLS##2299117, 

Lainey Guy NMLS#1161484, Clayton Wood NMLS#1644450. State required licensing information: LA, GA, FL, SC, TN, TX, AL. Not 
a�liated with any government agency. All Loans are subject to underwriting approval. Terms and Conditions apply. Subject to 

change without notice.
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FOR

SEPTEMBER 29 & 30, 2025
LOEWS ARLINGTON HOTEL & CONVENTION CENTER

Join real estate leaders and the top 5% of agents from across the country for a two-day experience 

packed with industry insights, cutting-edge strategies, and powerful networking 

opportunities designed to help you succeed in the ever-evolving real estate market.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

SAVE THE DATE

REMINGTON RAMSEY
Creator of Real Producers,

host of Real Producers Podcast

RORY VADEN
New York Times bestselling
author of "Take the Stairs"

MOLLY BLOOM
Oscar-nominated for “Molly’s Game,”

the movie tells Bloom’s journey
from US skier to waitress to

high-stakes poker game fame

Alicia Graham Allen
Licensed Health Advisor

Licensed in 28+ states

(334) 354-7681

Alicia@aghealth.hush.com
aghealthinsurance.com

13702 Coursey Blvd
Ste 2A

EXCELLENT SERVICE AND
STRONG COMMUNICATION
Making your job easy and your clients happy

Flexible Scheduling

SAME DAY Electronic Report

10 Years Corrective Construction Experience

Competitive Pricing

Scott Guidry, LHI#10905

985-519-4343

scott@paragoninspectionsllc.com

www.paragoninspectionsllc.com

Proudly serving Baton Rouge and Surrounding Areas

(225) 916-1212
10202 Perkins Rowe, Baton Rouge, LA 70810
Monique.briggs@fairwaymc.com
www.mothemlo.com

Licensed in AL, FL, GA, LA, MI, MS, OK, & TX

NMLS# 2105964
MONIQUE S. BRIGGS

Sr. Mortgage Loan Originator

Soak Up Summer
From Your Back Porch
Whether your clients are first-time 
buyers or upgrading for more space, 
I’ll help them navigate the mortgage 
process with ease and confidence.

FAST PRE-APPROVALS
PERSONALIZED LOAN OPTIONS
LOCAL MARKET EXPERTISE
SMOOTH, ON-TIME CLOSINGS
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D
espite her 
remarkable success 
in the real estate 

industry, Darbi McGlone 
finds her ultimate joy in 
motherhood. Her son, River, 
and her daughter, Olive, 
are her primary focus and 
passion. Counterintuitively, 
that passion and focus does 
not detract from her real 
estate career. Rather, it 
adds fuel to the fire. Darbi’s 
hands-on, compassionate 
approach to the home-
buying process reflects her 
mothering nature.

Darbi’s real estate career 
started at an early age when 
she watched her own mother 
work as an agent. “I used 
to just follow her around, 
carrying a fake briefcase,” 
Darbi remembers. “At three 
years old, I was telling 
everyone that I was selling 
properties with my mom.” 
Darbi ultimately followed 
in her mother’s footsteps, 
though not without a detour.

After high school, Darbi set 
her sights on becoming a 
family counselor, but real 
estate had a way of pulling 
her back. In 2006, she 
became licensed after taking 
a summer job assisting 
her mother. Darbi found 
she loved the work. Not 
dissimilar from counseling 
people about their lives, 
“I was counseling people 
on their biggest purchase 
ever,” she says, “and I loved 
it.” She quickly realized 
that the interpersonal 

BY JOSEPH COTTLE  ••  PHOTOS BY STEVIE LEJEUNE

SERVANT’S HEART

DA R B I 

G U I D I N G  H O M E S 
&  H E A R T S

McGlone
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connections she craved as a 
future counselor translated 
seamlessly into real estate.

Darbi’s style as a Realtor 
is grounded in her instinct 
to nurture and educate. 
“I feel like I’m both a 

counselor and a Realtor,” 
she says. “I walk my clients 
through every step of the 
process, meeting their 
goals of homeownership.” 
Her motherly wisdom 
and genuine care make 
her a guide through the 

complexities of buying a 
home, and her hands-on 
approach ensures that her 
clients never feel alone.

She’s serious about showing 
up for clients. “I’ve handled 
every single one of my 

client’s home inspections; in 
nineteen years, I’ve never 
missed one. I try to learn 
something new at each 
inspection,” she explains. “If 
I understand what’s going 
on, I can reassure my clients 
that it’s going to be okay.”

Moreso, her commitment to 
her clients is evident in the 
way she builds relationships. 
“The ones who trusted me, 
they all closed with me,” she 
shares about her early days 
working with internet leads. 
“I built those relationships 
before we ever met.” Trust 
is a cornerstone of Darbi’s 
practice, and her clients 
quickly come to see her as 
more than just their Realtor—
they see her as a partner in 
what is often an emotional, 
high-stakes journey.

While Darbi’s professional 
life is centered around real 
estate, her personal life is 
just as rich. Her family is 
at the heart of everything 
she does. “My kids are my 
driving force,” she says, 
speaking of their shared 
activities like volunteering 
and community 
engagement. Darbi takes 
great pride in teaching 
her kids the importance of 
service, especially when 
they spend weekends 
picking up trash around 
their neighborhood as part 
of a local initiative, Keep 
Tigertown Beautiful. “It’s 
important to me to nurture 
that sense of responsibility 
in them,” she says.

Darbi’s devotion to 
community extends beyond 
her family. In addition to 
real estate, she volunteers 
with Junior Achievement, 
where she helps teach 
young people financial 
literacy. She also coaches 

and mentors new real estate 
agents, guiding them with 
the same patience and 
encouragement she applies 
to her clients. “I love helping 
people grow,” she says. “I 
want to be their biggest 
cheerleader, and I’m happy 
to share what I’ve learned.” 
This nurturing spirit, paired 
with her experience, makes 
Darbi an ideal mentor for 
those entering the real 
estate industry.

In her spare time, Darbi 
fishes with her family, 
volunteers at her children’s 
school, and helps with PTO 
events. Despite her many 
roles—Realtor, mother, 
mentor, volunteer—she has a 
clear focus on what matters 
most: building relationships 
and making a difference. “It 
all comes back to me wanting 
to help people,” she says.

Darbi’s approach to real 
estate is much like her 
approach to life: full of 
care, understanding, and 
a strong commitment to 
seeing others succeed. 
Whether guiding first-time 
homebuyers or mentoring 
new agents, she continues to 
build a legacy of kindness, 
trust, and success. “I just 
want people to know that 
I’m always there for them, 
doing everything I can to 
help them reach their goals.”

“ I  J U S T  WA N T  P E O P L E  T O  K N O W  T H AT 
I ’ M  A LWAY S  T H E R E  F O R  T H E M ,  D O I N G 
E V E R Y T H I N G  I  C A N  T O  H E L P  T H E M 
R E AC H  T H E I R  G OA L S .”
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The Analysis Your Home Deserves

225-270-4959
Intricatespec@gmail.com

NICK
PEARSON
OWNER
LIC#11188

JASON
SONNIER

LHI#11275

Intricatespecllc.com

ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE TITLE
SERVICES UNDER ONE ROOF

Christian Nielson
Attorney

(225) 752-3200  |  www.hydetitle.com

You are only as good as the 
people you work with. Patrick Cusick

General Counsel
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Servicing These Areas in Louisiana

ONE ROOF. 
ONE STORM. 
ONE CHANCE TO GET IT RIGHT.



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

High-Quality Services From 
Certified Professionals

avssla.com
225-439-7920

AV SECURITY NETWORKING


