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Watercolor prints
professionally wrapped +
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Turnaround time: 3-5 days!

Turn Your Client's Dream
Home Into a Work of Art

In appreciation of th eir dedi cated service, 
we offer all active/former � re�ghters, law 
enforcement of�cers , and members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces $25 off new home warranty pl ans!*     

Contact me for detail s.

Honoring Our 
Hometown Her oes

©2025 First American Home Warranty Corporation.  All righ ts reserved.   FA_AD_KARENSON_MRP_7_25

�rstam realestate.c om
Phone Or ders: 800.444.9030

Your Local Resource 

Kyle Arenson 
 970.404.5099

karenson@�rstam.com

“ Protecting  Client 
Relationships, Budget 

and Time”

*Discount applies to base price of Real Estate or New 
Construction home warranty plans. Not available on bulk plans. 
Cannot be combined with any other pr omotions or discounts. 
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Locally owned.
Licensed & insured.
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COVER STORY

W hen Min Meisel 
boarded a 
train for a 

week-long trek to East 
Germany at 25, she carried 
just a single suitcase—and 
an extraordinary amount 
of courage. Armed with 
a physics degree but no 
German language skills, she 
knew only one person in 
the country: her twin sister, 
who asked her to come to 
be with her. “I dropped 
everything and went without 
knowing German at all,” 
Min says. “I just knew I 
had to be there for her.”

That leap of faith in 1989 
landed Min squarely in the 
middle of history. She was in 
West Berlin when East and 
West Germany reunited—a 
momentous event that was 
not the first upheaval she 
had witnessed. Min grew up 
in China during the Cultural 
Revolution, navigating 
political and social turmoil 
from a young age. “I started 
my life three times,” she 
reflects. “First in China, then 
in Germany, and again in the 
United States. I went through 
wars, revolutions, and loss.”

In Germany, Min taught 
herself the language, passed 
a fluency exam within a year, 
and enrolled at a technical 
university in Berlin to study 
IT and electrical engineering. 
She juggled multiple jobs—
restoring ancient artifacts 
at a museum and cleaning 
offices, sometimes working 
three shifts a day—to 
make ends meet. While in 
Germany, she married, had 
two daughters, and began 
laying the foundation for the 
next chapter of her life in 
America. “I always wanted 
to come to the United States,” 
Min shares. “I didn’t have 
any connections, but when 
my ex-husband got a job 
in California, we moved.”

In January 2000, Min and 
her young family arrived 
in the Bay Area. She could 
read English but struggled 
to speak it. “I couldn’t open 
my mouth,” she laughs. But 
necessity lit a fire under her. 
Min earned her California 
real estate license in 2003 
and joined the region’s 
largest office, Coldwell 
Banker. “My girls were 
three and six years old,” she 

remembers. “I needed the 
flexibility to care for them. 
Real estate gave me that.”

True to form, Min didn’t 
settle for “good enough.” 
She earned the prestigious 
GRI (Graduate, REALTOR® 
Institute) designation 
early in her career and 
built her business around 
a philosophy of service—
helping clients not just 
buy and sell homes, but 
also navigate life’s other 
challenges, from insurance 
disputes to car accidents. “If 
my clients have a problem, 
they come to me,” she notes. 
“I help however I can.”

In 2006, a road trip changed 
everything again. “Four 
days into the trip, I fell 
in love with Colorado,” 
Min recalls, smiling. On 
instinct, she bought a house 
sight unseen. Five weeks 
later—just before the new 
school year—she moved 
her family to Fort Collins.

Starting over yet again, this 
time in a much smaller town, 
Min quickly made her mark. 
Without knowing a soul, she 

had secured four listings 
within six months. Her work 
ethic, fearlessness, and 
full-service approach swiftly 
spread by word of mouth. 
Personal challenges didn’t 
slow her down either. When 
her marriage ended and 
her ex-husband questioned 
whether she could survive 
alone, Min replied, “I’ll 
show you.” And she did. 

Today, Min’s thriving business 
relies almost entirely on 
residential, commercial, new 
construction, and referrals. 
Her service extends well 
beyond the closing table—
whether finding landscapers 

RE/MAX ALLIANCE
BY JACKI DONALDSON 

PHOTOS BY ALYSSA BENSON, A.B. CONSULTING NOCO

Meisel
Min

I’M A SURVIVOR,  
A LIFETIME LEARNER, A HELPER. 

IF SOMEBODY ELSE CAN DO 

IT, I CAN DO IT. I NEVER SAY, 

‘I CAN’T’—I JUST LEARN.”
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for new homeowners 
or donating furniture to 
families in need. “I offer 
full-service and lifetime 
service before, during, 
and after the transaction,” 
Min remarks. “Now 
remarried, Min’s husband 
of 15 years, Erik, serves as 
her unlicensed assistant 
and trusted handyman.

Min’s drive extends into 
every corner of her life. She 
exercises 60 to 90 minutes 
daily to stay mentally and 
physically sharp. She sings 
in choirs, square dances, 
cooks homemade meals 
for her open houses, and 
serves as a Chinese medical 
interpreter at local hospitals. 
She also holds a Master’s 
Certificate in Student Affairs 
in Higher Education from 

Colorado State University 
and has volunteered to 
help international students 
improve their English. 
“I’m a survivor, a lifetime 
learner, a helper,” Min 
asserts. “If somebody else 
can do it, I can do it. I never 
say, ‘I can’t’—I just learn.”

Min’s daughters, now 
grown, are following 
in her footsteps, living 
internationally and 
mastering multiple 
languages. And Min? 
She’s still learning, still 
helping, still building—and 
confidently speaking four 
languages: Mandarin, 
German, English, 
and real estate!

Connect with Min at  

www.minmeisel.remax.com.

I STARTED 
MY LIFE 
THREE TIMES. 
FIRST IN CHINA, 

THEN IN GERMANY, 

AND AGAIN 

IN THE UNITED 

STATES. I WENT 

THROUGH WARS, 

REVOLUTIONS,  

AND LOSS.”
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Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – 
Tune in for free today

podcast.realproducersmag.com



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063


