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By Marah Chiara, HRRA’s Leadership Coordinator and the HRRA Foundation Executive Director 

Ask the public what defines a great 
real estate professional, and you’ll hear 
words like knowledgeable, hardworking, 
and reliable. From my seat working 
closely with real estate professionals 
in Hampton Roads, I’d add two more: 
driven and community-centered.

Real estate touches every corner of 
our lives. Whether someone is renting, 
buying, selling, investing, or launching a 
new business, property is always at the 
center. But real estate is never just about 
property. It’s about people: families 
seeking stability, individuals downsizing 
or upsizing, or entrepreneurs chasing 
a dream. REALTORS® are the ones 
who help guide these life-changing 
transitions seamlessly, often eliminating 
stress and turning transactions into 
lifelong memories. In many ways, 
REALTORS® are the heartbeat of the 
communities we call home.

That’s why the Hampton Roads 
REALTORS® Foundation is here—to 
support the business of real estate and 
strengthen the people and  
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places behind it. Our mission is  
simple: empower REALTORS® and 
affiliates to thrive professionally and 
give back meaningfully.

One way we empower and give back is 
through REALTORS® Have a Heart, a 
volunteer-led initiative that organizes 
six to nine service events each year 
supporting organizations deeply tied to 
housing and community stability. We’ve 
partnered with Habitat for Humanity, 
Edmarc, ForKids, Union Mission, Seton 
Youth Services, Salvation Army, and 
many others. The hands-on, heartfelt 
work is our way of advocating for safe, 
attainable housing—not just with words 
but with action.

These efforts are part of a broader 
commitment by the Foundation to 
invest in the region’s future. From 
awarding scholarships at Old Dominion 
University, Tidewater Community 
College, and Alpha College of Real Estate 
to supporting our natural environment 
through grants to the Coastal Virginia 
Conservancy, we’re committed to 

enhancing Hampton Roads one 
investment at a time.

I’ve had the privilege of seeing how 
quickly REALTORS® and affiliates 
step up when the community needs 
them. Whether organizing food drives, 
mentoring in schools, cleaning up after 
a natural disaster, or educating the 
public about housing, this industry 
is exceptional at turning a personal 
passion for service into a professional 
edge. More and more clients are 
choosing to work with agents who 
are not only doing business in their 
neighborhoods, but are also visibly 
investing in making them better.

Getting involved with the HRRA 
Foundation or joining a REALTORS® 
Have a Heart event opens doors to new 
relationships, community visibility, and 
exclusive service opportunities. It’s also 
a chance to work alongside peers who 
share your values and vision.

We know you’re busy—top 500 busy —
but we also know how much Hampton 

Roads means to you. Whether you 
were born here, stationed here, or 
built your career here, you care 
deeply about this region, which is 

why we’ve built resources to help 
you grow your business and make a 
difference. Community leadership is 
good business.

MORE THAN A SALE
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