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Your Garage
With Premium Epoxy and Polyaspartic Flooring

(559) 826-4968   •   garageexperts.com

RESIDENTIAL
GARAGE FLOORING

CUSTOM GARAGE
CABINETS
AND STORAGE

SEE HOW I CAN
HELP COVER

YOUR CLIENTS!

209.639.2344
michaela.reyes@fnf.com

BUILT FOR AGENTS,
Trusted by Homeowners

RUBEN R OLGUIN
VINTAGE HOME SPECIALIST  |  MELSON REALTY 
559.280.9384
LICENSE# 01219337

This house has a story
(and)

For memories that last 

a lifetime

Day-of Coordination & Event Planner

Samantha Adney

(559) 471-5708

connectatsamanthasevents@gmail.com 
     @events.by.samantha
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COVER STORY

From Heartbreak  
to Healing
Alex Salazar’s Story of Resilience 
Through Showing Up
Last year, Alex Salazar’s world was rocked when he lost his  
husband and soulmate. This article is in honor of Jose Arteaga.

PHOTOGRAPHED BY CHRISTIAN URENA WITH HOUSEHUB MEDIA  ••  WRITTEN BY ASHLEY KIVISTO

Alex Salazar’s work ethic was shaped 
early by the example of his parents, who 
came from humble beginnings in West 
Fresno. Determined to build a better life, 
they became homeowners and juggled 
multiple jobs to support their family—in 
addition to their careers, his parents 
opened a movie rental store, sold home 
interiors and merchandise at the remate 
(flea market), painted homes, and even 
operated a shaved ice business. Their 
efforts weren’t just about paying bills—
they worked to afford school clothes, 
family vacations, and weekends spent 
together. From a young age, Alex and 
his siblings were taught that everyone 
in the family contributed, and that work 
came before play. Those values became 
the foundation for Alex’s discipline, 
ambition, and drive to succeed. 

In 1999, Alex’s mother earned her real 
estate license, and Alex took an interest 
in the trade. “Growing up, I would draw 
houses on my homework,” Alex says. 
During high school he helped her with 
the back end of her business, printing 
out fliers, entering homes into the MLS, 
and handling whatever else was needed. 
After graduating from high school, Alex 
decided to get his real estate license as 
well. He entered the business knowing 
many people through his mother, but he 
was determined to forge his own path. 

Shortly after becoming licensed, Alex 
was invited to get involved with the 
local real estate association. That 
opportunity sparked years of active 
participation and leadership—first 
as Government Affairs Director, then 
through three terms as President of 
the Madera Association of Realtors, 
and eventually as Region 12 Chair for 
the California Association of Realtors, 
representing areas from Madera to 
Bakersfield. “Before you knew it, I’d 
made a name for myself,” Alex says of 
his time at the association. 

With over 21 years of experience and 
more than 1500 closed transactions 
totaling over $500 million in sales, 
Alex has built a nationally recognized 
real estate career. Named among the 
NAHREP Top 250 Latino Agents twice 
and honored in the 2024 RealTrends 
“America’s Best” rankings, Alex has 
consistently demonstrated excellence. 
Notable achievements include 
induction into the RE/MAX Hall of Fame 
and a series of prestigious RE/MAX 
Club Awards: Executive Club Team, 
Chairman’s Club Team, Titan Club Team, 
and Diamond Club Team. Alex also 
celebrated his 5-Year Anniversary with 
RE/MAX, marking a significant milestone 
in his career. He was honored as a RE/
MAX Torchbearer, a distinction awarded 
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to top-performing agents under 40 
across the U.S. and Canada, recognizing 
exceptional productivity and leadership 
within the network. 

Beyond sales achievements, Alex has 
received numerous accolades from 
local and state Realtor associations, 
reflecting his commitment to industry 
excellence. His dedication to community 
service earned him the Community 
Leadership Award from RE/MAX, 
highlighting his impactful contributions 
beyond real estate. Additionally, Alex 
and his team have been recognized as 
top donors to the Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals, underscoring their 
commitment to philanthropy and 
community support. Alex also holds 
advanced credentials such as Certified 
Residential Specialist and Certified 
Negotiation Expert. In Central Valley 
Real Producers first year, Alex was 
nominated for Male Realtor of the Year. 

Beyond real estate, Alex also served on 
the City of Madera’s ADA Committee 
and the Planning Commission, helping 
guide decisions that continue to shape 
the city’s future. Alex played a key role in 
the successful passage of Measures G and 
M, which funded the construction and 
renovation of several schools in Madera, 
including Matilda Torres High School, the 
upcoming King Hussein School, Madera 
South High School, and major upgrades 
to other Madera schools. These initiatives 
expanded educational access and 
opportunity across the district.

Now, Alex enjoys mentoring new agents 
and takes pride in sharing the wisdom 
he’s gained throughout his career. He 
encourages agents to stay positive, set 
boundaries, and avoid complaining about 
the market or their clients. “It’s always 
a struggle,” Alex says. He also advises 
focusing on clients and building trust 
and relationships, rather than fixating 
on the bottom line. He tells his team, 
“Your mission is not to close escrow, 
your mission is to be invited to the 
housewarming party.” Alex emphasizes 
the importance of showing up every 
day—not just for the business, but for 
themselves. He encourages a consistent 
morning routine: go to the gym, spend 

wasn’t fair to Jose,” he explains. Setting 
boundaries with coworkers and clients 
became essential so he could prioritize his 
partner. After 14 years together, Alex and 
Jose were married on May 28, 2022, in a 
large ceremony at the Fresno Fairgrounds, 
surrounded by family and friends.

Before the wedding, Alex and Jose 
decided to sell their house and find 
a new home that better suited their 
lifestyle—especially with their dogs and 
Jose’s love of the outdoors. The couple 
had a hard time agreeing on a house 
until they toured a ranch property with 
some land and space for a large shop for 
Alex’s car collection. While wandering 
the grounds, Jose smiled as he picked an 
orange from a tree in the yard. “I knew I 
had to buy this house,” Alex remembers.

Shortly after their wedding, Jose was 
diagnosed with congestive heart 
failure—a condition that gradually 
slowed him down over the next couple 
of years. Ultimately, Jose passed away 
in October of 2024, leaving Alex 
heartbroken. After such an incredible 
loss, Alex made the decision to keep 
living for Jose, continuing to show up for 
his dogs, his business, and himself. “I’ve 
been showing up for myself every single 
day,” he explains. The past nine months 
have been a struggle, but Alex has 
found strength in the support system 
rallying around him, including his team 
at The Salazar Group. “The ones that 
have stayed with me have really gone 
through it with me,” Alex says of his 
team members.

Alex holds an immense amount of 
gratitude for the people in his life who 
have helped him get to where he is 
today: his parents, coaches and mentors, 
industry partners, his real estate team, 
his brokerage, and of course, Jose. 
Alex sums it up this way: “Jose was 
always my number one supporter and 
cheerleader—his belief in me gave 
me strength during the most pivotal 
moments of my journey, and I carry that 
with me in all that I do. This isn’t just my 
career—it’s my calling. And the best part 
is, I’m still building it.”

Thank you, Jose.

time in prayer, get outside, and get 
involved in the community. “Just keep 
showing up for yourself,” he reiterates.

While Alex has remained incredibly busy 
with his involvement in the real estate 
industry and his local community, his top 
priority has always been his husband, 
Jose. The two met through mutual friends 
in 2008. After initially struggling to get in 
touch with Alex, Jose enlisted his niece to 
track him down—an effort that deeply 
touched Alex. Their first date was a movie, 
and Alex used his last couple of dollars to 

pay. “Jose didn’t care, he just wanted to 
spend time with me,” Alex recalls. “After 
that we were inseparable.”

Alex remembers feeling a renewed 
sense of drive after meeting Jose—a 
motivation to kick things into high gear. 
“Now I had a purpose. I had someone 
to go to work for,” Alex explains. Jose, 
a nurse for 25 years, dedicated his life 
to caring for others. Alex believes a key 
to their relationship’s success has been 
keeping work and home separate. “I 
never brought work home because that 

Jose was always my number one supporter 
and cheerleader—his belief in me gave me strength 
during the most pivotal moments of my journey, 
and I carry that with me in all that I do.”

This isn’t just my career—it’s my calling. 
And the best part is, I’m still building it.”
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Property 
Management

Lease 
Administration

Screening 
Applicants

Collect
Rents

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

We offer top-notch property maintenance services for 
residential and commercial properties, managing tenant 
relations, legal responsibilities, upkeep, and inspections.

If you can
DREAM it,
WE CAN
FINANCE it.

Ryan Dias • 559-318-6058



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063


