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MAY IT BE YOUR BEST YEAR YET.

C

Houston's Most Reliable Roofing Contractor
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

BUILDER

DSLD Homes

(281) 682-6531
www.DSLDHomes.com/
Communities/Texas

CLOSING GIFTS
LLD Gifts

(832) 206-1916
LLDGifts.com

CUSTOM POOL BUILDER
Summit Custom Pools
Preston Deanhardt

(252) 230-6501
Facebook.com/
SummitCustomPoolsINC

FURNITURE & HOME
FURNISHINGS

Donna’s Home Furnishings
(936) 828-3788
DHFOnline.com

HOME INSPECTION
KeenEye Inspections LLC
Chintan Patel

(832) 495-2945
www.keeneyeinspections.net

Proudly serving Houston'sigBest Real Estate _‘e\ggnts

&

H
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Morrell Inspection
Services of Houston

(985) 856-8008
MorrelllnspectHouston.com

TLC Home Inspections
(512) 887-2663
TLClnspectors.com

HOME INSPECTIONS

& ENGINEERING
GreenWorks Inspections
(972) 802-8385
GreenWorkslnspections.com

HOME PREPARATION
SPECIALIST

HOMEstretch - The Woodlands
(346) 423-4683
www.home-stretch.com/
the-woodlands

HOME WARRANTY

First American Home Warranty
(210) 935-2267
firstamrealestate.com

INSURANCE AGENCY
Goosehead Insurance
- Avory Agan

(713) 966-6404
Goosehead.com

LISTING PREPARATION
SERVICES

Freemodel

Keely James Moore
(281) 793-0116

LUXURY RANCH LIVING
Big Easy Ranch

(979) 733-8635
BigEasyRanch.com

MORTGAGE

Brenda Kees - Grace

Home Lending

Brenda Kees

(713) 806-6628
HouselLoan.com/BrendaKees

OVM Financial
(757) 230-8697
Home.OVMFinancial.com

MORTGAGES

Kelly Rogers - Fairway Mortgage
(281) 210-7111
KellyRogersTeam.com

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
Texas Signature Roofing
(979) 220-5441
TexasSignatureRoofing.com

cde )

(281) 816-9825 - (252) 230-6501
sales@summitcustompools.com

Free robotic cleaner with every build.

ROOFING SERVICES

Apex Roofing Solutions, Inc.
(281) 744-9841
Apex-Roofs.com

ROOFING, CONSTRUCTION
& RESTORATION

Coastal Construction
Roofing & Restoration

(281) 705-5289
CCRRLLC.com

SURVEYS
Survey 1, Inc.
(832) 689-9669
Surveylinc.com

TITLE COMPANY

Fidelity National Title

Laurie Ford

(281) 701-5000
www.texas.fntic.com/Laurie-Ford

Patten Title Company
(713) 621-5808
www.pattentitle.com

Southern Title
(832) 418-3747
SouthernTitleTX.com

Stewart Title

(800) 729-1900
Stewart.com

p,

& their Clients.

SUMMIT

CUSTOM POOLS

2002 Timberloch Place Suite 200,
The Woodlands, TX

@summitcustompools

stretch

HOME PREPARATION SERVICES

Value-added services to prepare homes for sale.

Financing options available
Reduce stress for your clients
Quickly get homes market ready
Design & color support

www.home-stretch.com/the-woodlands

Big HVAC Refri

Changes Are Here.

Did you know the EPA is
mandating a change in refrigerant

for newly built systems starting
in 20257 Rest assured that

our hame warranty plans will
continue to cover HVAC repairs
and replacements.

Contact us today,

firstamrealestate.com

Elizabeth Seal

Central Houston
eseal@firstam.com

281.686.0679

- '
Laura Menchaca
Katy & West Houston Area

lamenchaca@firstam.com
132065101

Laurie Bowman
East and South Houston
ljbowman@firstar.com
8324521212

Amy Karels
Greater North Houston Area
akarels@firstam.com
281.541.371
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Don’t Lose Your Dream Home

BUYING YOUR DREAM HOME to Other Offers!
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ROBERT COLLIER
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ORIGINATOR
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Jason Shelden Erin Rystad Emily Eyob Mazie Martin
Publisher Content Director Operations REALTOR® Relations
Jjason.shelden@realproducers
mag.com

512-921-4701

Elizabeth McCabe
Photographer Staff Writer

Michelle Butler

Megan Taylor-DiCenzo
Staff Writer
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Photographer
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HOME FURNISHINGS

uniqgue - beautiful - eclectic

Laucury Retail Furniture Store

We arc a family-owned & operated boutique furniture store. Serving
dients and realtors alike in Montgomery County for 12+ years,
Among a wide selection of handpicked accessories, lunishings
and decor, we also offer exceptional customer service. From

the MOMENT we meet, until we meet again.. you are
continually important 1o us and deserve our very best,

We love our local realtors, Let's get connected!

Gt’:'ﬁf&'!(,?% SKrnow “Cls

Scan code to view our social media
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If you are a top 300 producer in the North
Houston market, reach out to us, and we will
supply you with this logo to use in your marketing
efforts! TeamTexas@realproducersmag.com

REAL

PRODUCERS
PODCAST

Same Brand, New Reach —
Tune in for free today

Listen on
Apple Podcasts
LISTEN ON e Spotify:

-~ FORREE STE T AR

Listen on

amazon music
N—1

T REMINGTON RAMSET
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S ao

PARTNER
REAL PRODUCERS
%@ s

If you are a Real Producers-nominated vendor partner,
you can use this logo on your business card! Reach out
to us at TeamTexas@realproducersmag.com
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Entrepreneurs
and for Everyone

PHOTOS BY JAY MARROQUIN < WRITTEN BY MEGAN TAYLOR-DICENZO

isa Benoit’s father taught her to

speak her mind. Her grandfather /

taught her to control her words.
Life taught her that it will be hard and
beautiful at the same time. She’s gone
through two hurricanes, homelessness,
ups and downs, but through it all, Lisa
remained a steadfast believer in sharing
her story to help others.

In 2005, Lisa became a Hurricane
Katrina evacuee, relocating from New
Orleans to Orlando. Though it was a
traumatic experience, she rebuilt her life
in Florida, had a baby, and got engaged.
Unfortunately, Lisa’s engagement ended,
and she went into a depression.

“I moved to Texas in the Fall of 2008
with the clothes on my back, my 2-year-
old son, a car, and very little money to
my name,” she remembered. “I ended
up in Mississippi for a few months
doing nails; we went through some
dark times.”

Through ups and downs, Lisa was
offered a few different employment
opportunities. She helped open a
restaurant in Texas and eventually
purchased it in 2009, becoming one of
the most recognized chefs in the state.

Lisa became one of the Top 100
Businesswomen in the US, known for
her po’ boys and crawfish. She was often
recognized on the news as the “Hottest
Chef in Houston.” Still, those first years
were hard. “In the front, I was smiling,
and in the back, I was crying,” Lisa
shared. “Running a restaurant took a
toll on me. Restaurant owners typically
work 70-80 hours a week, and I had my
son to raise.”

From 2009 to 2017, Lisa ran a few
restaurants and was recognized as one
of the Top 100 Businesswomen in the
Hospitality Industry in the Houston
Area. “The community supported me,

North Houston Real Producers - 11




Photo by Amanda Virgadamo

and I ended up thriving after about the
third year,” she recalled. “I was also
doing real estate transactions after
getting my license in 2013. Real estate
was my part-time fun.”

When Hurricane Harvey hit Texas
in 2017, Lisa was one of the first
restauranteurs to help. “I knew what it
was like to lose everything,” she shared.
“We needed to get people off the streets
and give them food.”

That year, Lisa married and became
pregnant with her second son. She had a
tough choice to make between running
her restaurants, continuing real estate,
and growing her family. “I didn’t want
to miss out on time with my sons,”

12 - January 2025

Lisa explained, “and I realized I would
miss my baby’s life if I went back to the
restaurant business.”

With that, Lisa let go of her
restaurants, and they sold quickly.
She transitioned full-time into real
estate, choosing to coach and mentor
new agents, which was the best fit
for her growing family. Lisa created a
mentorship program at two different
brokerages. “I recruited over 600 agents
in 6-7 years,” Lisa said, “and became
one of the biggest recruiters in Texas
real estate.”

When Lisa decided to open her own
brokerage, 100 agents joined her within
the first month. “I had surgery on

November 30, 2021, and on December
7, 2021, while I was in bed, I turned

on my license,” Lisa remembered. “By
December 30, I had 99 agents signed on
with me. I remember because I made

a bet with my husband, Steven, that I
wouldn’t make it to 100, even though he
thought I would. On January 1, 2022, I
won the bet.”

Lucky Money real estate was born.
Geared toward training, building
relationships, and having a positive
attitude, it’s a brokerage that values
collaboration. Lisa spends her days
teaching agents how to grow their
business. “We teach them how to be
entrepreneurs—not just real estate
agents,” she explained. “They’re not
just writing contracts. They’re learning
how to manage their time, manage their
families, and market their business.”

On Mondays, Lisa teaches agents
what’s happening in the market. On
Tuesdays, she teaches them how
to make money. “I tune into their
personalities,” Lisa shared. “I train to the
agents, which also makes them feel like
valued individuals. I hold my mentors,
coaches, and myself accountable for
them and their growth.”

Lisa holds fast to an ethical
foundation: “I don’t recruit from other
brokers,” she said. “I only recruit new
agents, since that’s my niche. I have an
app in place, the training in place, and
the mentors in place to help them every
step of the way.”

Lucky Money Real Estate also
believes in gamifying learning. Agents
are divided into four accountability
teams: spades, diamonds, hearts, and
clubs. “We have a lot of fun,” Lisa
explained. “We play games to win
points every quarter. During the month,
I post challenges on Facebook that
help agents grow while simultaneously
earning points.” Two years ago, Lisa
also implemented field trips for her
agents. Once a month, she takes them
to new builds. “It’s hands-on training,”
she said. Lisa recently affiliated with
Century 21 to provide more value
and training as well as support and
technology to get ahead in the changing
market. They’re looking to grow and

66

We teach them
how to be
entrepreneurs—
not just real
estate agents.”
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I knew what it
was like to lose
everything. We
needed o get
people off the
streets and give
them food.”

spread brand awareness as well as
culture for the brokerage.

Out of the 5200 brokerages in
Houston, Lucky Money Real Estate is
in the Top 2.8%. 95% of Lucky Money’s
agents are women, and about 90% of
them have been in the business for two
years or less. It’s a brokerage that gets
recognized. It’s a brokerage people talk
about—including the name.

Lisa went through about 1,000
possibilities in naming her brokerage,
but in the end, it came down to a
tradition. Over her decade-long
experience as a restauranteur, Lisa was
recognized for handing out red, “lucky
money” envelopes with $2 bills inside
to customers and employees alike.
Other names were suggested, but Lucky
Money was selected.

What’s more, Lisa realized the name
translates to the name of her two boys.
“My two youngest children, Beau and
Luke, carry the Vietnamese names that
translate into Lucky and Money,” Lisa
explained. “Both boys were named
by my Grandpa who passed away just
before the brokerage’s grand opening
celebration. With that, this name has
so much meaning to me and the legacy
that my Grandpa has left behind for
my business.”

With her grandfather looking down
on her, Lisa’s business will continue to
be Lucky Money indeed.

~#\ BETTER WAY TO
DSLD LIVE | BUILD | SAVE

DSLDHOMES.COM

Brenda Kees has all your
mortgage needs handled!

ﬁ GRACE Brenda Kees

HOME LENDING

www.houseloan.com/brendakees/  713-212-3036

3239 N Loop 1604 W, Suite 128 BKees@gracehomelending.com
San Antonio, TX 78257

Beyond Your Vision

Infrared Thermal Scan, Digital Foundation Level & Sprinkler

System included with every Home Inspection

Phase Inspection

Buyer's Inspection
Seller's Inspection
New Construction

Residential & Commercial

Property Inspections

Book Your First Inspection Today
832.422.2332
KeenEyelnspections.net

inspect@keeneyeinspections.net

Warranty Inspection - — - _
Swimming Pool & Spa o Buyers |nSDeCt_|0n
Mold Inspection & Testing C K Y Sellers Inspection
Advanced Stucco M "'.-:-.. . Rehab .

Sewer Scope : "| New Construction
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Mdkes Dreams Come T{U&
@he Home at a Time!

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

“It’s not about the money, though
that’s nice to have. At the end of
the day, it’s really about matching
the right buyer to the right seller.
We’re matchmakers—real estate
matchmakers.” —Valerie Fitzgerald
“I try to provide an experience for
my clients,” says REALTOR® Andrea
Miller with C.R. Realty. “Buying a house
is the biggest purchase they are going to
make. I want them to remember it and
have a good time.”

She goes the extra mile, each and
every time for her clients.

“I do a housewarming party for
clients if they want after they close,”
she points out. In fact, if she wasn’t
a REALTOR®, she would be an event
planner. “You make some great
connections that way,” she smiles.

Andrea doesn’t just guide her clients
through the real estate process; she goes
the extra mile to make it unforgettable.
From personalized service to thoughtful

|
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REAL PRODUCER RISING STAR

celebrations, Andrea turns transactions
into cherished memories.

Creating Lasting Connections
Andrea’s approach to real estate is deeply
personal. She views her clients as more
than transactions—they become friends.
She even hosted a pool party at her
home for clients and their families,
turning business connections into
lifelong friendships. “You want to
celebrate after all the hard work,”
Andrea says with a smile.

From Property Management to

Real Estate Passion

A proud native
Houstonian, Andrea
has lived in the city
her entire life. She
spent 20 years

in property

Becoming a homeowner management
. before
was a huge milestone for stepping
me—the first in my family away to raise
her two sons,

to do so. Now, | want to Austin (12,
help others achieve that soon to be

13) and Tyler

same dream.”

N

(10). When she
returned to the
workforce, she chose
real estate, a field she had
always been passionate about.
Her motivation to become a
REALTOR® stems from her own journey.
“Growing up, my mom was a single
parent, and we never owned a home.
We moved from rental to rental,”
Andrea shares. “Becoming a homeowner
was a huge milestone for me—the first
in my family to do so. Now, I want to
help others achieve that same dream.”
Andrea’s heartfelt mission is to
show everyone, especially first-
time buyers and single parents, that
homeownership is possible.

Family, Texas Pride, and

Finding Balance

Andrea’s love for Texas runs deep—so
much so that her sons’ names, Austin

and Tyler, pay homage to Texas cities.
“Ilove Austin, the city, so I named my
firstborn after it. And we had to stick

North Houston Real Producers - 17



with Texas names, so Tyler was next,”
she says with a laugh.

When she’s not busy helping clients,
Andrea loves practicing yoga to
decompress or spending time with her
husband, Ryan, and their boys in the
family’s backyard pool.

Giving Back to the Community
Andrea is also dedicated to giving
back. She’s an active volunteer
with Hell on Heels, a women’s
empowerment group, and has
participated in initiatives with
the Houston Food Bank and
Johnson Development.

Her passion for appreciation
extends beyond her clients to teachers
and nurses—those she calls “the people
who take care of us all.” As a former
Teacher Appreciation Coordinator
at her sons’ private school, Andrea
spearheaded projects like creating a

coffee bar and organizing thoughtful
gifts for educators.

Looking Ahead

Andrea’s vision for the future is clear: “I
want to keep growing my business, stay
connected with my clients, and continue
to serve those who have been told they
can’t purchase homes.”

She’s particularly passionate about
working with first-time homebuyers,
single parents, and nurses, providing
them with the guidance and
encouragement they need to achieve
their dreams.

For Andrea, success isn’t
measured by numbers but by
the lives she touches. “If I
help 20 people this year and
40 next year, that’s what
matters,” she says.

With her unwavering
dedication to creating

memorable experiences and her
heartfelt mission to empower others,
Andrea Miller is not just a Top
Producer—she’s a source of inspiration
in the Houston real estate market. This
matchmaker is making dreams come
true, one home at a time!

@) DAVILLIER

66

If | help 20 people this
year and 40 next year,
that’s what matters.”

Exclusive Access

Use Code LHGLPR8451

LIB

HO M

The most comprehensive warranty on the market

1 B
8 | ¥

Liberty Home Guard Warranty

Liberty Home Guard Perks

247 Straight-forward claims process via app

No age limits and no cap on number of claims

True home warranty, not a reimbursement

E
EGL

TY

UARD

Cali

)
(512) 643-3445

to schedule your
inspection with us today!

freemodel

You make
the sale

Fully managed renovations that help
clients sell for more.

freemadelcom

Keely James Moore
Director of Partnerships
(281) 793-0M16
keely@freemodel.com
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REAL PRODUCER ONE TO WATCH

WRITTEN BY MEGAN TAYLOR-DICENZO
PHOTOS BY MICHELLE BUTLER WITH
KOLIBRI PHOTOGRAPHY LLC

GETTING IT DONE

Born in Galveston and raised in
Houston, Ron Young has been in the
entertainment industry since he was 16.
He still manages and critiques several
artists but is focused more exclusively
on a new passion—real estate.

In fact, real estate is something of a
family business. Ron and his daughter
went into real estate at the same time.
They joined Century 21’s Lucky Money
as members of Bizzy Real Estate Group.
His wife has been in new home sales for
17 years. “She’s been a great help with
marketing,” Ron shared.

Most of Ron’s transactions have
also been new home sales. “I like
the representatives,” he said. “I like
to see people’s faces when they get
excited about a new house, and I like
learning about new home designs.
Every builder does something a little
bit different; I enjoy learning about
builders’ specialties.”

Of course, Ron is also excited
to find great deals for his clients.
“Everybody likes deals!” he laughed.
“But honestly, I believe in taking care
of my clients. Buying a home is an
important part of life.”

While he knows that real estate can
be stressful, for Ron, it’s a lot of fun. “I
love to see people’s excitement, and I
love to show homes,” he explained. “It’s
just a great time.”

He also loves dogs, working out,
traveling, good food, and of course,
his family. “I'm married with four
blessings that keep me in tune with all,”
he shared. When Ron’s not showing
homes, he also enjoys traveling,
especially to St. Thomas’ beaches in
the Caribbean. “I’d like to go to Hawaii
someday, too,” he said.

Both entertainment and real estate
have offered Ron the opportunity
to meet and help new people. They
both require him to be an expert
with contracts, problem-solving, and
communication. However, real estate
is providing him with the freedom to
grow, and he is doing just that with
professionalism, knowledge, and a great
sense of humor. That’s why his motto is:
“Get it done with Ron”.

66

I like to see people’s faces when they get
excited about a new house, and I like learning
about new home designs. Every builder

does something a little bit different; I enjoy
learning about builders’ specialties.”
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Everybody likes
deals! But honestly,
I believe in taking
care of my clients.
Buying a home is
an important part
of life.”

BUILDING THE BEST
ROOFS IN TEXAS
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

18514 CYPRESS ROSEHILL ROAD - CYPRESS, TX 77429
(281) 351-0233 - WWW.CCRRLLC.COM

b -
SCAN ME TO VIEW
OUR PACKAGES

(« Inspections, Engineering,

. Offering Home and Commercial
Rp Texas' Best Inspection Company 5
Dedicated to Houston Real Producers Environmental & Concierge Services.

[5/ Next-Day Appointments Available.
Contact Us!
® jordan Vanover 8 Open 7 Days/Week.
- VP of Growth .
(@ 405-662-9777 8 Over 24,000 Inspections
B4 jordan.vanover@greenworksinspections.com Performed Annually

@ Gaby Vasquez (V¥ 100% satisfaction Guaranteed!

M VIP Relationship Manager
@ 214-537-6103 EJ/ Serving All of Texas with a
X gaby.vasquez@greenworksinspections.com Team of 140+ Strong
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SAVE THE DATE
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SEPTEME
LOEWS ARLIN

Join real estate leaders and the top 5% of agents from across the country for a two-day experience
packed with industry insights, cutting-edge strategies, and powerful networking

opportunities designed to help you succeed in the ever-evolving real estate market.

KELLY ROGERS TEAM

YOUR MORTGAGE SOLUTION
7] FAIRWAY'

INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE CORPORATION
NMLS 2289

Oscar-nominated for “Molly’s Game,” New York Times bestselling Creator of Real Producers, s
the movie tells Bloom’s journey author of "Take the Stairs" host of Real Producers Podcast == I} Kel Iy Rogers

from US skier to waitress to

high-stakes poker game fame SVP | Mortgage AdViSOF

281-990-6030 | kellyrogersteam.com
NMLS#356776

2445 TECHNOLOGY FOREST | SUITE 210
THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381

ve your spot today at rpelevate.com.

Copyright©2024 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation. NMLS#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, W 53718, 1-866-912-4800. All rights reserved. This is not an offer
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A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

We are your
North Houston area offices

Delivering products, services and a seamless customer experience
are only half of the equation. Our team’s talent and expertise create
an enjoyable experience and equate to the memorable closing your

clients deserve.

Becky Bohannan

Business Development Officer
becky.bohannan@stewart.com

Stewart Title - Tomball/Champions/Spring
14080 FM 2920 Frwy.

Ste. E

Tomball, TX 77377

713.591.3319

Hope Moye

Business Development Officer
hope.moye@stewart.com

Stewart Title - Magnolia/Conroe/Montgomery
Magnolia Office

6875 FM 1488

Ste. 800

Magnolia, TX 77354

362.224.1908

Shelley Kellar

Business Development Officer
shelley.kellar@stewart.com
Stewart Title - Woodlands/Willis
Woodlands Office

24 Waterway Ave.

Ste 250

The Woodlands, TX 77380
281.367.5454

For more information visit

stewart.co m/houston

© 2024 Stewart. All rights reserved.

Kim Dockins

Business Development Officer
kim.dockind@stewart.com

Stewart Title - Cypress/Champions/Spring
25250 NW Frwy.

Ste. 140

Cypress, TX 77429

713.203.8640

Jeremy Ragsdale

Business Development Officer
jeremy.ragsdale@stewart.com
Stewart Title - Kingwood/Atascocita
1710 West Lake Houston Pky.
Ste. 150

Kingwood, TX 77339
281.359.1280
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