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Jose Fores
(559) 765-7963

fresnolandscaping.net

INTO REALITY

TURNING YOUR

SYNTHETIC TURF
SOD INSTALLATION

CONCRETE
OUTDOOR LIGHTING

AND MUCH MORE!

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N E R S

Driving Real Estate Growth Together:
Let Our Mortgage Solutions

Lead the Way

Norma Takahashi
Loan Officer
NMLS: 2514928 
559-361-6930
Schedule a Phone Call With Me!

DSCR (Investment Cashflow Loan) | Profit & Loss | 1099 | Bank Statement

ITIN | Foreign National | Lot Loans | Construction Loans

Hard Money | Commercial | Reverse | Manufactured Homes

AG / Rural Property |  DAP & Grant Programs

Mobile Homes in a Mobile Home Park
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners
MOVING/PACKING & STORAGE
Ezpakbins
Matt Brown
(559) 470-7904
ezpakbins.com

NEW HOME BUILDERS
Century Communities
(559) 256-8606
www.centurycommunities.com

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL
Mister Sprayman Pest Control
(559) 338-5557
1450 Tollhouse Rd #107
Clovis, CA 93611
mistersprayman.net

PHOTOGRAPHY
Monir Studios
Monica Robles
(559) 310-7334

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Legacy Property Management
Monica Morales
(559) 713-6998

REAL ESTATE COACHING
RealCop Real Estate Coaching
Shawn Cardoza
(559) 318-6727

REAL ESTATE 
PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOS
HouseHub Media
(559) 212-4067
www.househub.media/

Danny Klorman Photography 
Danny Klorman 
(559) 789-8493

Lynn Smallwood Photography
Lynn Smallwood
(559) 280-0705

Real Authentic Human Media 
Amanda Brazzell 
(559) 238-5692

RESTORATION SPECIALISTS
The Vintage Home Specialist
(559) 280-9384

TITLE & ESCROW
Chicago Title
Mark Barsotti
(559) 451-3700

Old Republic Title
Sarah Plowman
(559) 720-0657

TRANSACTION MANAGEMENT
Confident Closings TC
Cristie Clements
(559) 333-8482

WINE CONSULTANT
ONEHOPE Wine
Sherri Smith
(559) 972-6492

AESTHETIC MED SPA
Central Valley Medical 
Aesthetics
(559) 409-2048
cvmaofvisalia.com/

Core Aesthetics Downtown
Michele Sollid
(559) 679-2240
208 w main st #p2
visalia, CA 93279

ATTORNEY - REAL ESTATE 
/ ESTATE PLANNING
Johnson & Black, LLP
(559) 741-1800
P.O. Box 8138
Visalia, CA 93290
johnsonblacklaw.com

AUTO DEALER SALES/SERVICE
BMW Fresno
(805) 806-5992
www.bmwfresno.com/

BRANDING PHOTOGRAPHY
Branding by Tonya
(831) 251-8832
branding.designsbytonyar.com

CHARCUTERIE BOARDS 
& GRAZING TABLES
Tablas
(559) 280-0264

CUSTOM CLOSETS & 
ORGANIZATION SPACES
Gabaldon Closets and storage
Adam Gabaldon
(559) 599-8243
betterclosetsandstorage.com

CUSTOM DESIGN & 
REMODELING
Deniz Construction Inc
(559) 605-9678
9745 W Grove Ave
Visalia, CA 93221

CUSTOM DESIGN 
CONSTRUCTION
Lunde Construction
(559) 859-0228
lundeconstructioninc.com

DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES
Alliance Marketing
Erin Fisher
(559) 696-3319
alliancemarketingllc.net

ELECTRICAL/GENERATORS
Westech Systems
(559) 360-1582
westechsys.com

FINANCIAL PROFESSIONAL
Pearl Marquez
(559) 799-3733

GARAGE - FLOORING/
ORGANIZATION
Garage Experts
Paul Schultheis
(559) 826-4968
garageexperts.com

HEALTH, WELLNESS & FITNESS
Quadrant Fitness
(559) 610-4607
quadrantfitness.net

HOLISTIC WELLNESS
The Art of Anger
(559) 420-7706
6670 N Blackstone Ave
fresno, CA 93221
www.theartofanger.com/

HOME INSPECTION
First Choice Home Inspections
Matt Held
(559) 862-6884

WIN Home Inspection
Nathan Houck
(559) 697-1833
www.wini.com/visalia

WIN Home Inspection
Rob Blackstone
(559) 697-1833
www.wini.com/maderamerced

HOME STAGING
Staging Simplified
Lena Marie Fisher
(559) 360-4933
staging-simplified.com

The Avenue Home Staging/
Shoppe at the Avenue
Andrea Van Groningen
(559) 240-6816
theavenuehomestaging.com and 
shoppeattheavenue.com

Upstaged
(559) 731-6831
www.facebook.com/
upstagedstyling

HOME WARRANTY
Fidelity National 
Home Warranty
Michaela Reyes
(209) 639-2344

First American Home Warranty
Susan Britter
(559) 269-9191

HWA Home Warranty 
of America
Franceen Holden
(559) 554-6445

HVAC/PLUMBING
Super Air Repair
(559) 394-4878
superairrepair.com/

INSURANCE - FARMERS
Farmers insurance
Kelly Brooks
(559) 358-5203

INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO
Amparan Design
(559) 304-5258
www.amparandesign.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER/
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
New Vision Landscape 
Designers, inc
Jose Flores
(559) 765-7963

LIFE COACH/MOTIVATIONAL 
SPEAKER
Amplify
(559) 786-9990
amplifylevelup.com

LIMOUSINE AND CONCIERGE
Absolute Comfort Limousine
Paul Mendes
(559) 804-1712
absolutecomfortlimousine.com/

MORTGAGE LENDERS
Core Home Loans
(559) 740-8522
coreloans.com

Covert Home Loans
Wes Covert
(559) 333-5575
999 W Morton Ave A
Porterville, CA 93257

Gold Standard Mortgage
(559) 318-6058
goldstandardmortgage.com/

Guild Mortgage
Patty Grissom
(559) 490-6972
branches.guildmortgage.com/ca/
fresno/patty-grissom-532-ckpg.
html

Home Front Mortgage
Cory Reeder
(559) 786-6260

Mid Valley Financial
(559) 256-3620
7644 N Palm Ave
Fresno, CA 93619
www.mvloans.com

Nancy Mota Castillo 
Home Loans
Nancy Mota Castillo
(559) 909-6116
www.nancyhomeloans.com

Nexa Mortgage
Norma Takahashi
(559) 361-6930

MORTGAGE PROTECTION/
LIFE INSURANCE
Optimal Coverage
Damon Jimenez
(559) 230-7747
optimal-coverage.
com/#aboutussec

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
Building What You Can Dream

Kingsburg, CA • (559) 897-4705
Family owned and operated since 2003
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CHICAGOTITLEVISALIA.COM

The Choice of the Valley

CHICAGOTITLEFRESNO.COM

Fresno
Clovis

Kingsburg
Reedley
Madera

Oakhurst

10 Locations In The Central Valley:

Visalia

Tulare

Porterville

Hanford

177

20241847

If you are interested in nominating people for certain stories, 
please email us at: Brittney.shull@realproducersmag.com 
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Meet
The

Team

Amanda Brazzell  
Photographer/Videographer

Erin Fisher 
Social Media Manager

Monica Robles  
Photographer

Lynn Smallwood  
Photographer

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but 
remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

Brittney Shull  
Owner/Publisher

Evona Niewiadomska  
Marketing/Operations

Steven Peeples  
Owner/Publisher

Ashley Kivisto 
Writer

Danny Klorman 
Photographer/Videographer

Deborah Mechele Bento 
Writer

 Matt Held
firstchoice533@gmail.com   |   559.478.4508

HOME INSPECTOR
IN CENTRAL VALLEY

YOUR FIRST CHOICE

Follow us on our social channels for the latest 
info on exclusive events, newsmakers and 
more text to fill out this space here styled like 
this is here
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SEE HOW I CAN
HELP COVER

YOUR CLIENTS!

209.639.2344
michaela.reyes@fnf.com

BUILT FOR AGENTS,
Trusted by Homeowners

Your Garage
With Premium Epoxy and

(559) 826-4968   •   garageexperts.com

RESIDENTIAL
GARAGE FLOORING

CUSTOM GARAGE
CABINETS
AND STORAGE

If you can
DREAM it,
WE CAN
FINANCE it.

Ryan Dias • 559-318-6058

TWO LENSES,
ONE VISION

Let's be clear... we may be competitors, but, we're also friends. We both have one goal...

to  make your  l i s t ings  STAND OUT!
Your one stop shop for all photography/videography needs

Danny (559)798-8493
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SHAWN CARDOZA
Founder of RealCop Real Estate Coaching,
a division of Legacy Real Estate Inc.
Real Estate Coach with
Icenhower Coaching and Consulting

559.318.6727
shawn@cardozaregroup.com

Kickstart 2025: Mastering Neighborhood
Farming in Real Estate
I want you to think this through.  What is a Farmer?  The Farmer's 
job is cultivating the land. Think of Farming neighborhoods like a 
Farmer taking care of their crops. The Farmer knows where every 
dead tree is in their orchards, they know where that crazy patch 
of Johnson Grass is that's such a nuisance choking out the crop.  
They know where the healthy crops are and what areas need 
some extra fertilizer.   That's how you treat your farms.  You 
should know each home, names of dogs, family names, kids 
names, angry neighbors, nice neighbors, distressed properties, 
etc.  You know your neighborhoods like the farmer knows their 
crops and the land they farm.  That's farming.  How can you truly 
say you are farming if you don't know your farms?  You must get 
into your farms every week, get to know the people and properties.  
Become the guru of your farms and the surrounding areas. 

Are you ready to dominate your market in 2025? Neighborhood 
farming is your secret weapon to build lasting relationships, boost 
visibility, and ensure a steady �ow of leads. By focusing your 
efforts on a speci�c area and establishing yourself as the go-to 
expert, you’ll set the foundation for a successful year. Here are 
practical strategies to help you hit the ground running.

Personal Touch with Handwritten Notes
In a world full of emails and digital ads, nothing beats the charm 
of a handwritten note. Whether it’s a thank-you card, a holiday 
greeting, or a simple introduction, these notes add a personal 
touch that builds genuine connections. Dedicate a few minutes 
each day to writing notes to residents in your farm area, and 
watch how this small effort makes a big impact.

Face-to-Face Door Knocking
Door knocking may feel old-fashioned, but it’s one of the most 
effective ways to make a lasting impression. Meeting 
homeowners face-to-face allows you to build trust and create 
meaningful interactions. Take along a small gift, like a bag of 
popcorn with a note that says, “Just popping by to say hello!” This 
thoughtful approach helps you stand out from the crowd.  

Neighborhood Block Parties
Who doesn’t love a good party? Hosting a neighborhood block 
party is not only a great way to bring the community together but 
also a prime opportunity to showcase your expertise. Sponsor 
games, food, and fun activities while setting up a “real estate 
corner” where residents can ask questions or learn about the 
market. This relaxed environment is perfect for building 
relationships and growing your brand.

Supporting Neighborhood Watch Programs
Be more than just the real estate expert—be a trusted community 
leader. Collaborate with local authorities to set up or support a 
neighborhood watch program. Your involvement will not only 
make the neighborhood safer but also position you as a caring, 
proactive professional invested in the well-being of the 
community.

KICKSTART 2025
MASTERING NEIGHBORHOOD FARMING IN REAL ESTATE

Hyperlocal Monthly Newsletters
Your monthly newsletter shouldn’t be just another market update. 
Add value by highlighting local small businesses, recognizing 
standout high school students, and including fun community facts 
or events. Pair this with a QR code linking to more resources or 
event details to create a seamless blend of print and digital 
engagement.

Embracing AI-Powered Tools
In 2025, AI is your ally. Use predictive analytics to identify 
homeowners likely to sell, automate follow-ups, and craft 
personalized newsletters tailored to your farm area. AI tools can 
help streamline your work�ow and ensure your messaging 
resonates with your audience.

Creative Touches That Make an Impact
Get creative with your farming strategies! Instead of traditional 
open house �yers, consider Instagram ads targeted to your farm 
area. Drop off seasonal items like mini pumpkins in October or 
small American �ags for the Fourth of July to stay top of mind. 
Pair these efforts with personal phone calls using scripts like, “I’m 
reaching out because your neighbor’s home just sold…” to spark 
meaningful conversations.

Consistency is Key
The secret to successful farming is consistency. Whether it’s 
handwritten notes, newsletters, or face-to-face interactions, your 
efforts need to be steady and reliable. Remember, farming is a 
marathon, not a sprint. The more consistent your touches, the 
stronger the trust and relationships you’ll build within your farm.

Kick off 2025 with these proven strategies and watch your real 
estate business thrive. By investing time and effort into 
neighborhood farming, you’ll not only grow your business but also 
strengthen your connection to the community. Let’s make this 
your best year yet!

Want to Connect?  Contact Shawn Cardoza at 
shawn@cardozaregroup.com.  One Free Coaching Sessions, plus 
3 months jumpstart for $100 off One on One Coaching to 
structure your 2025! Learn more at theunshakableagent.com

#1 
MORTGAGE

BROKER
IN THE NATION NMLS: 274635

WES COVERT 
LOAN OFFICER

wcovert@nexamortgage.com
(559) 333-5575

APPROVED

Backup Battery
EV Chargers
Generators

Solar Systems

Paul Mendes • 559.334.3234 • absolutecomfortlimousine.com

Yo u r  c l i e n t s  d e s e r v e

Luxury



Central Valley Real Producers • 1514 • January 2025

As a real estate professional in the Central 
Valley, you understand the pride and joy 
that comes with homeownership. However, 
many new homeowners overlook a critical 
aspect of securing their investment: 
protecting their mortgage against 
unforeseen circumstances.

My wake up call came when I realized that more than half 
of the new homeowners I worked with thought that they were 
protected by PMI (private mortgage insurance). I would have to 
explain to them that this protects the lender, not them.

This is important to note because a significant number of 
home foreclosures are linked to medical debt. Unexpected 
health issues can lead to substantial medical expenses and loss 
of income, making it challenging for families to keep up with 
mortgage payments. In fact, studies have shown that medical 
debt is a leading cause of personal bankruptcies and home 
foreclosures in the United States. This is no surprise when 1 out 
of 3 individuals are diagnosed with cancer, 1 out of 5 for Heart 
Attacks and 1 in 20 for Accidents.

This is where life insurance with living benefits comes into 
play. Did you know that there are insurance carriers that will 
give you access to your death benefit while you are alive for 
critical, chronic and terminal illnesses? This tax free money 
can be used to pay the mortgage or anything the clients choose, 
covering medical bills and daily expenses, thereby preventing 
potential foreclosure.

Having experienced a life-changing event myself, 
I understand the profound impact that unforeseen 
circumstances can have on a family’s financial stability. 
Fortunately, having life insurance in place protected my 
family’s home and business during a challenging time. This 
personal experience has fueled my passion for helping others 
safeguard their homes. Working in the Financial Planning 
space has opened my eyes to the devastating hardships of not 
having a financial plan.

By educating your clients about the importance of Life 
Insurance with living benefits, you empower them to make 
informed decisions that protect their homes and families. 
This proactive approach not only enhances your service but 

also contributes to the long-term 
financial security of Central Valley 
families for generations to come.

Let’s work together to ensure 
that every homeowner in our 
community has the protection 
they need to weather life’s 
unexpected challenges.

Protecting Central 
Valley Homeowners

Damon Jimenez

ASK THE EXPERT
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Fresno’s Original Rage Room
PLUS SOOO MUCH MORE!!!

TRAUMA WAS NEVER MEANT TO BE A DESTINATION! 
IT’S TIME TO GIVE YOURSELF 

PERMISSION TO RELEASE WHAT NO LONGER SERVES YOU! 

RAGE ROOM

WE ARE AN HOLISTIC, ARTISTIC 
AND THERAPEUTIC, ALTERNATIVE 
MENTAL HEALTH, TRAUMA 
TRANSFORMATION CENTER!

ALL AGES ARE WELCOME!
FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS
GREAT FOR TEAMS. 

THEARTOFANGER.COM
559-420-7706 

Protect your family, build your 
business, secure your legacy.

JOHNSON & BLACK, LLP
Attorneys At Law

(559) 741-1800
Kyle@johnsonblacklaw.com

1007 N Demaree St Visalia, CA 93291

Expert legal guidance in estate planning, business 
planning, and real estate law.

Over 65 years of combined legal experience.

Call or text Elena at 559-339-9281
pamluna@absolutebodyarmor.com
      @CoachHolleyOfficial

MIND, BODY, AND SPIRIT WITH COACH HOLLEY
Coach Holley is a 29-year-old Visalia native, 
nationally recognized Life Coach and 
Fitness Trainer with a strong background in 
professional and collegiate athletics. He 
teaches the importance behind resiliency 
and building a strong social and emotional 
climate. Coach Holley and his team reshape 
people’s thoughts and feelings about 
themselves and their daily lives.

Absolute Body Armor is a division of 
Amplify that hosts a diverse range of 
amenities, such as modern training 
facilities, instructor-led Classes, personal 
trainers, nutritionists, and monthly 
memberships.

While Coach Holley would like to train 
everyone in-person at the ABA facility, some 
may not have availability for in-person 
sessions or live in other places throughout 
the world. To address this, he developed a 
virtual training solution through a 
personally designed app, allowing everyone 

to pursue their fitness goals online. With the 
Coach Holley Fit app, users gain access to 
tailored workouts, the ability to track 
nutrition and health information, and direct 
communication with Coach Holley, his team, 
and the Coach Holley Fit app community.

Our mission is to provide an outlet for 
families in our community to express 
themselves and to receive physical, mental, 
spiritual and emotional support.  We help 
them find who they really are, what they 
aspire to be, and support them on that 
journey. Along with our amazing training 
programs we also offer evidence -based 
programs for students and families through 
our AAMP and PAM courses. With Amplify 
you can work on both your mind and body. 
Visit us in person or give us a call!

THE FUTURE OF PACKING IS HERE

We Deliver You Pack & Move We Pick Up
Our plastic bins 
are delivered to 

your current 
location.

Save time and 
money with our 

easy to pack,
stack and move 

plastic bins.

After you move, 
we pick up the 
plastic bins at 

your new
location.

LET’S GET
PACKING
WITH EZPAK
RENTAL
BINS

GIVE THE
GIFT

CLIENTS NEED
WE CAN BILL

ESCROW

Fresno-Clovis Area
(559) 470-7904

Central Coast
(805) 550-9339www.ezpakbins.com
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Property 
Management

Lease 
Administration

Screening 
Applicants

Collect
Rents

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

We offer top-notch property maintenance services for 
residential and commercial properties, managing tenant 
relations, legal responsibilities, upkeep, and inspections.
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Presented by Danyelle Connor with London Properties

940 Terrace Pl,  
Madera, CA 93637

STAGED BY LENA MARIA, STAGING SIMPLIFIED

LUXURY LISTING

Want to feature one of your Luxury listings in Central Valley Real Producers? Hire one of our 
Preferred Real Estate Photographers to photograph it or our Preferred Stagers to Stage it, 
and we can spotlight it for you! Find our “Preferred Partners” in our Preferred Partner Index

Lena Marie • (559) 360-4933 • stagingsimplified@gmail.com

WHERE
LUXURY
MEETS
LISTINGS

SETTING
THE STAGE
FOR SUCCESS:

SETTING
THE STAGE
FOR SUCCESS:
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Commercial and Residential Pest
Termite and Rodent Control
Termite & Fungus Damage Repairs
No Contract Options

Get Your Free Estimate Today!
559.322.5252 | MisterSprayman.net

Your Experienced Local AllyFor Pest-Free Listings

Your Experienced Local AllyFor Pest-Free Listings

WE ARE THE EXPERTS
IN PEST CONTROL

SERVICE

ONEHOPE Wine
559-972-6492
caldreaminsrvp@sbcglobal.net

BULK  ORDERS
25% off

Sherri SmithSherri Smith

Surprise and delight with client gifts
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J
ose Flores is a testament to building a life from the 
ground up. At 14, when his parents divorced, Jose and 
his siblings moved to what he describes as a rough 

neighborhood. He and his brother shared the living room for 
a bedroom, and Jose would stay up at night envisioning the 
life he’d one day create. His mother, a dedicated single parent, 
worked tirelessly to pay bills, maintain their home, and care 

WRITTEN BY ASHLEY KIVISTO 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY AMANDA BRAZZELL, REAL AUTHENTIC HUMAN MEDIA

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

for him and his siblings, inspiring deep admiration in her 
son. “That’s why I really respect women and all that they do,” 
Jose reflects on his mother’s strength. At the same time, Jose 
drew inspiration from his father, who owned his own auto 
mechanic shop. A great businessman, his father became a 
role model for Jose, teaching him the value of hard work and 
entrepreneurship. Growing up through challenging times 

Jose Flores’
Jose Flores turned ambition and hard work into a flourishing landscaping business, 

building a family legacy and proving that success is earned, not given.

PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE



Central Valley Real Producers • 2524 • January 2025

fueled his determination to succeed. By age 16, Jose had 
moved out and was living with his girlfriend, Vanessa. They 
soon found their own place, and now, after 20 years together, 
they are married with five children ranging in age from three 
years old to a high school senior.

At 18, Jose got his first major job opportunity when 
Vanessa’s father called him to help shovel dirt at a client’s 
home. While working this job, Jose was encouraged to join 
the Laborer’s Union, advice he took to heart. Within months, 
the union placed him with American Paving, where he would 
spend his entire career, becoming the company’s youngest 
foreman at age 24. This was also the year he and Vanessa 
bought their first home. His journey from sleeping on a couch 
to owning a home and achieving career success is a testament 
to his perseverance and refusal to give up. “Failure is not 

an option for me,” Jose says, reflecting on the importance of 
ambition. Without a high school or college degree, he could 
have faced very different outcomes. “It’s all about ambition and 
what type of person you are,” he insists, firmly believing that 
life is what you make of it.

From the start, Jose dreamed of owning his own business. 
Though initially unsure of what kind, he eventually found 
a passion for landscaping through side jobs he did on the 
weekends. His commitment to professionalism motivated 
him to establish New Vision Landscape Designers Inc. on his 
own, without partners or investors. Many might be surprised 
to learn he didn’t come from wealth and that every dollar 
he made went back into the business. In just two years, New 
Vision has seen remarkable growth, now with two large dump 
trailers, two fully equipped utility trucks, a cargo trailer, and a 

wide array of small equipment. In their first year, the company 
brought in $250-300,000 in work, and in the second year, that 
number rose to half a million. Jose confidently predicts they’ll 
surpass a million dollars in jobs within the next three years.

New Vision stands out for its commitment to building 
genuine relationships with clients and understanding 
each person’s unique vision. Jose takes the time to walk 
each property with the owner, brainstorming ideas on the 
spot. The company handles every aspect of landscaping 
in-house, from plants and turf to concrete, block walls, and 
irrigation—no subcontractors required. Their reputation is 
a point of pride, with exclusively positive reviews on Google. 
“Our reputation we take very seriously,” Jose emphasizes. A 
recent review captures the dedication he and his team bring 
to each project:

“We couldn’t be more thrilled with the transformation of 
our pool area! Jose and his crew went above and beyond to 
create a beautiful, inviting space. Their skill, creativity, and 
professionalism truly made all the difference, turning our 
pool area into the perfect spot for relaxation and entertaining. 
We highly recommend them to anyone looking to elevate 

their outdoor space—thank you, Jose and New Vision 
Landscape for everything!”

Jose is excited about New Vision’s future and aims to grow 
his business as a legacy for his family. His two sons are already 
interested in the business; his oldest son helps on weekends, 
and his three-year-old loves “driving” the Bobcat. Building a 
family legacy that his children can rely on is deeply important 
to Jose, who says, “they will always have this to fall back on,” 
something he himself never had growing up. Family gatherings 
around the grill and poolside parties with friends have brought 
Jose a joy he long dreamed of. Dedicated to both family and 
career, he attends his kids’ practices, games, and outings 
while balancing his role as a mentor to others in his field. 
Remembering how an older mentor guided him early in his 
career, he hopes to offer the same support to others who are 
just starting out.

Through his unwavering work ethic, dedication to family, 
and commitment to excellence, Jose Flores has built both 
a thriving business and a future his family can rely on. 
His journey proves that with grit and ambition, success is 
possible—no matter where you start.

Failure is not an option for me.
It’s all about ambition and 

what type of person you are.
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Demolition Free, Dry Fog Mold Remediation

Advanced mold removal service for your home and/or business.

No Hassle DEMOLITION FREE!
FAST and AFFORDABLE! SAFE for You, Your Kids & Pets!

(559) 999-4852

Luke@fresnopuremaintenance.com  |  www.fresnopuremaintenance.com

branding.designsbytonyar.com

Fresno, Clovis
and Central Valley

Telling the story of
who you are

and what you do!

Fresh, strategic,
authentic,

impactful storytelling

Take the Worry Out of Home Ownership
With a Home Warranty

Take the Worry Out of Home Ownership
With a Home Warranty

Our plans protect you against the 
high cost of unexpected repair 

bills. With a home warranty plan 
from HWA, you don't have to face 

household breakdowns alone.

Our plans protect you against the 
high cost of unexpected repair 

bills. With a home warranty plan 
from HWA, you don't have to face 

household breakdowns alone.

Franceen Holden
(559) 554-6445

franceen.holden@hwahomewarranty.com

With nearly 30 YEARS in 
the lending industry, 
you can trust me to 
provide the best 
options for your 
clients and assist you 
in closing MORE 
DEALS in 2024!

N A N C Y H O M E L O A N S . C O M

NANCY MOTA CASTILLO
SR LOAN OFFICER
NMLS #284902
NANCY@CORELOANS.COM
559.909.6116
Hablo Espanol

S C A N  T O  
L E A R N  M O R E

E X P E R I E N C E
M A T T E R S

2024 CORE HOME LOANS. A DIVISION OF ALMEDA MORTGAGE CORPORATION, NMLS #271603, LICENSED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL PROTECTION AND INNOVATION UNDER THE CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE LENDING ACT

REASSURANCE      PRECISION      PERSONAL ATTENTION

Rest assured Central Valley Medical Aesthetics, An 
experienced team of Nurses, Estheticians and a 
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon, we match our 

extensive expertise to meet your personal skin care 
needs. By creating a customized plan to achieve 

beautiful and natural looking results.

CALL 556-409-2048

TEXT 559-684-2324

WWW.CVMAOFVISALIA.COM

CVMAOFVISALIA.REPEATMD.COM
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L
aura Leffingwell approaches 
everything in life with positivity 
and energy, never letting obstacles 

deter her from achieving her dreams. 
Growing up in Medellín, Colombia, 
Laura was surrounded by love and 
support from her parents and had no 
intention of leaving her home country. 
She had always planned to start her own 
real estate business, an ambition that 
came with its challenges as a woman in 
Colombia’s business world. Laura’s love 
for numbers led her to study Economics 
in college, a foundation that continues 
to support her in her career today. 
However, her path changed when her 
mother, who had moved to the United 
States with her second husband, was 
diagnosed with cancer. Laura traveled 
to the U.S. on a tourist visa to care for 
her mother during chemotherapy. While 
there, she met Ryan, the man who would 
become her husband. The two fell in 
love, which played a big role in Laura’s 
decision to stay in the U.S. They have 
now been married for five years and 
live in Tesoro Viejo with their dog, Paco, 
and cat, Perla. In 2024, Laura proudly 
became a U.S. citizen, just in time to vote 
in her first presidential election.

Family is at the heart of everything 
Laura does. “I have friends that are 
like my family,” she says, emphasizing 
the importance of building meaningful 
relationships. She describes herself 
as highly social and finds energy in 
being with people. “I always try to 
make unconditional connections,” 
she explains, adding, “It makes me 
richer to know more people.” Although 
her family still resides in Colombia, 
including her younger sister, Laura 
has built a strong support system in 
the United States. Laura’s father, a 

London Properties

Laura Leffingwell
WRITTEN BY ASHLEY KIVISTO | PHOTOGRAPHY BY TREVOR LEWIS

REALTOR ON THE RISE

successful businessman, was a major 
inspiration in her life. She briefly took 
over his business but ultimately pursued 
her own path. Her cousins, Juan and 
Luis, also own successful businesses in 
Colombia and encouraged her to remain 
patient, work hard, and trust that 
success would follow.

Laura’s mother passed away in 
December 2022 after a courageous battle 
with cancer. “I miss her so much,” Laura 
shares. Her mother’s strength and love 
remain a guiding force in her life. Laura 
cherishes the years they shared after 
her move to California, during which 
her mom was able to see her daughter 
learn English, fall in love, and start a 
successful business.

Laura began her real estate career in 
Colombia, gaining valuable experience 
before transitioning to the U.S. market. 
In 2022, she earned her real estate 

license in California, and her business 
has grown each year. “The consistency 
is something to be proud of,” she reflects 
on her achievements. In 2023, her hard 
work earned her the prestigious Rookie 
of the Year award at London Properties. 
“London is really like a family,” Laura 
says of her brokerage, where she has 
found a strong sense of belonging.

While building her business, 
Laura has faced challenges, including 
overcoming the perception of her 
accent. “My authenticity sets me apart, 
starting with pronouncing my name in 
Spanish when I introduce myself. From 
then on, everyone recognizes me. My 
accent became my brand. Even though 
others might see it as an obstacle, I 
make it work to my advantage,” she 
explains. One of her proudest ventures 
involves marketing properties in Italy. 
A recent business trip to Italy allowed 

FROM NEW BEGINNINGS TO RISING STAR: LAURA 
LEFFINGWELL’S 
inspiring journey 
is a testament to 

perseverance, from 
starting a new life 

in the United States 
and mastering 

English to building 
a thriving business 

from the ground up.
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her to bring her father along, a gesture 
that deeply impressed her client and 
highlighted her strong family values.

Laura also finds joy in activities 
outside of work. She has been lifting 
weights since she was 14, making 
fitness an integral part of her routine. 
She and Ryan own a home in Colombia 
and visit twice a year, trips they both 
eagerly anticipate. Laura’s outlook on 
life is shaped by a few key principles. 
“Life takes us to unexpected places; love 
brings us home,” she says, reflecting 
on her journey. Her favorite quote, 
“Courtesy doesn’t cost anything, but it 
buys everything,” is a daily reminder of 
the power of kindness.

Laura credits much of her success to 
the support of her husband, Ryan. As a 
business owner himself with a successful 
contracting company, @Build.with.Ryan, 
he provided financial stability during the 
early stages of her career, allowing her 
to focus on growing her business. “We’re 
in the building and growing era of our 
businesses,” she says. In five years, Laura 
aims to be one of the top five producers 
in the Central Valley and is excited about 
new ventures, including vacation rental 
properties she and Ryan are developing 
together. Laura’s journey is a testament 
to her resilience, authenticity, and the 

strength of her relationships—both 
personal and professional.

When she’s not working, Laura 
indulges in simple pleasures like 
Tillamook chocolate chip ice cream or 
Colombian coffee. If she could have a 

superpower, she would choose to read 
minds—a fitting wish for someone who 
values genuine connections.

Laura Leffingwell is a licensed 
REALTOR® at Leffingwell Group with 
London Properties Ltd.

“I ALWAYS 

TRY TO MAKE 

UNCONDITIONAL 

CONNECTIONS,” 

SHE EXPLAINS, 

ADDING, “IT 

MAKES ME 

RICHER TO KNOW 

MORE PEOPLE.” 
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559-269-9191
sbritter@firstam.com

Every home sale 
needs a realtor, 

and every home 
needs a home 

warranty!

Susan Britter

Scan for
more info:

By combining modern 
modalities with  NEXT 

GEN formulas, we CAN 
achieve the skin you 
really want to live in.

Realtors
first choice

 for the ULTIMATE
and most Luxurious
Facial Experience.

Beauty 
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Visalia's #1
leading

Hydrafacial
 Provider.

Call me today,
let's make your skin FABULOUS!

559-679-2240
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Call today for a FREE estimate and design
559.599.8243
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CORY 
REEDER

C
ory Reeder has devoted his life to following God’s 
plan, embracing his faith as a guiding light in both his 
personal journey and his professional career. Cory is 

a Branch Manager and Mortgage Loan Officer at Home Front 
Mortgage in Visalia. In August of 2019, Cory joined Brent 
Baker and the Premier Home Loan Group team, changing 
the trajectory of his career. After graduating from Mount 
Whitney High School, Cory earned a scholarship playing golf for 
California Baptist University. His golf career ramped up with a 
stint on the Pepsi Tour, playing semi-professionally. Golf remains 
one of Cory’s passions, serving as a huge stress reliever.

Cory credits his parents for many of his positive attributes. 
His dad taught him how to be an entrepreneur, work hard, and 
share his knowledge and skills. His mom instilled the value of 
relationships and exemplified patience and love, traits Cory 
has inherited. After his parents divorced when he was young, 
Cory’s family grew to include one older sister, two half-sisters, 
two stepsisters, and one stepbrother. During his senior year 
of high school, Cory met his future wife, Jennifer. The couple 
married four years later and started a family. They now have 
two adult children, Matthew and Samantha. Samantha recently 
married her high school sweetheart, Alex. Through life’s ups 
and downs, Cory credits Jennifer for always trusting and 
supporting him, which has been a cornerstone of his success.

After leaving his golf career, Cory sought a new opportunity. 
Having helped his father with a pool servicing business, he 
decided to try his hand in the same field. Cory worked his 

way up at Master Pools by Paul Haney until there was no 
longer room for growth, prompting him to start his own pool 
construction business. By 2016, the business was booming, 
earning national recognition as one of Pool & Spa News’s 
National Top 50 Builders. By 2018, however, Cory and his 
family felt led to slow down and ultimately decided to close the 
business. “I knew God was going to put something in my path,” 
Cory recalls.

That opportunity came when Samantha’s best friend’s 
father, Brent Baker, invited Cory to join his new mortgage 
brokerage. “It was time for me to spread my wings,” Cory 
remembers. He credits Brent for introducing him to the world 
of mortgages and believing in his potential. Cory’s background 
as a business owner and experience managing financials 
prepared him for the new role, as did the relationships he had 
built in the community. Among these relationships, Cory is 
especially grateful to Shawn Cardoza from Legacy Real Estate 
for trusting and believing in him, which was instrumental 
in his growth. While it would be easy to attribute his career 
transition to a passion for real estate, Cory views it as a result 
of God’s will and his obedience to that calling. In 2020, Cory’s 
efforts were recognized when he was named Premier Home 
Loan Group’s Rookie of the Year.

The last few years have been a transition period for Cory, 
and he ultimately landed at Home Front Mortgage, a perfect fit 
for him. He is a self-proclaimed control freak, a trait that works 
to his advantage in his work. Cory takes meticulous notes and 
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

GUIDED BY FAITH: 

Path from Golf Pro to Mortgage Leader

Cory Reeder’s life 
is rooted in faith, 
humility, and a 
passion for serving 
others.passion for 
serving others.
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prides himself on his attention to detail. If he cannot qualify a 
loan, he creates a plan to help the client reach their goal in the 
future. “If I can’t qualify you today, let’s come up with a plan,” 
he tells clients. He understands that applying for a loan can 
be stressful, and people are often embarrassed to reveal their 
financial details. Cory especially loves working with first-time 
homebuyers, walking them through the process step by step. 
“To the core of me, that’s what I am—a teacher,” Cory says. He 
also trains each new hire in his office personally, as he did in 
the pool business.

Cory and his family remain actively involved in their 
church, Sierra Baptist, and their community. His favorite 
Bible verse, Philippians 2:3-4, reflects his belief in serving 

others with humility and compassion, values he brings to his 
work and outreach. For several years, Cory and Jennifer led a 
friend’s after-school outreach program. They enjoyed making a 
difference in the lives of young people and sharing their faith. 
“Ultimately, we’re called to share the light. I want to be given 
the opportunity to share the gospel,” Cory states.

Looking ahead, Cory is focused on growing his team at 
Home Front Mortgage. Two new loan officers are joining him: 
one transitioning from real estate and another as a junior loan 
officer. “This year is the team-building year,” Cory asserts. 
Whether helping first-time buyers achieve homeownership or 
mentoring the next generation of loan officers, Cory continues to 
follow God’s plan for his life with faith, gratitude, and purpose.
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Host of Damon John Talks Podcast
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SECURE YOUR
FINANCIAL FREEDOM

A Plan That Protects Your Family’s Future.

mvloans.com  •  (559) 432-8221  •  7644 North Palm Avenue, Fresno

PARTNER WITH US TODAY!

Close More Sales
with a Mortgage Lender

You Can Trust

Competitive Rates  •  Customized Solutions
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & AG REAL ESTATE

We Take Listings
From Listed to

Check Us Out 
On Facebook!

Traci Gardner
(559) 731-6831
upstagedtraci@gmail.com
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Where Quality
& Craftsmanship
Meet! 559.605.9678

BEFORE

AFTER

• CERTIFIED TRANSACTION COORDINATOR 
• CERTIFIED ZIPFORMS TRAINER

• INDEPENDENT 
`

CRISTIE CLEMENTS
( 5 5 9 )  3 3 3 - 8 4 8 2  •  c o n f i d e n t c l o s i n g s t c @ g m a i l . c o m

FOCUS ON CLIENTS,
WHILE WE 

HANDLE THE 
DETAILS.



Central Valley Real Producers • 4140 • January 2025

AAs with many highly successful people 
in the real estate industry, Jo-Linda 
Garud did not always envision this 
career path. Growing up, Jo-Linda and 
her two siblings moved frequently with 
their parents, which instilled resilience 
and flexibility in her from an early 
age. She learned how to make friends 
quickly, nurture relationships, and roll 
with the punches, developing a strong 
sense of self and independence. At 17, 
three years after her parents’ divorce, 
Jo-Linda made a commitment to herself 
to be the first person in her family to 
attend college. To make this dream a 
reality, she held three jobs after high 
school, paying her way through Fresno 
State and living with roommates.

When Jo-Linda reached her junior 
year, her funds had run out, and 
she found herself short on tuition, 
prompting a decision to take a year 
off and re-evaluate. However, her 

JO-LINDA
PHOTOGRAPHED BY DON -JOHN DIZON 
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best friend’s family, Paulette and 
Mike Dupree, stepped in and paid the 
relatively small amount she needed 
for her classes. “I had a lot of support,” 
Jo-Linda reflects about her friends 
who became like family. She graduated 
from Fresno State with a degree in 
History, originally intending to become 
a history teacher, but instead pursued 
an advanced degree in Rehabilitation 
Counseling. Her first counseling role 
involved working with women addicted 
to drugs who had young children or 
were pregnant—a position that came 
with a heavy emotional load. Jo-Linda 
remains grateful for that time, saying, 
“I was blessed by being able to work 
with these people and touch their lives 
at that stage.”

Eventually, Jo-Linda returned to 
Fresno State, where she worked as a 
counselor assessing adults with learning 
disabilities. During this period, she and 

her husband Andrew learned they were 
expecting identical twin boys, a surprise 
that led Jo-Linda to seek a second 
opinion after the initial ultrasound. 
Their sons, Lennox and Titus, were born 
prematurely at just over three pounds 
each. Though they faced early struggles, 
both boys grew up to be intelligent, 
athletic young men, recently graduating 
from high school and starting college. 
Three years later, the family welcomed a 
third son, Dempsey, whose integrity and 
character can outshine many. Despite 
Fresno State’s flexibility in allowing her 
to work part-time, Jo-Linda decided to 
take time off to raise her boys. After a 
few years, she began substitute teaching 
at their school.

It was during this transition that Jo-
Linda received a life-changing call from 
family friend Jesse Penner, who wanted 
her to help with paperwork at his 
family’s real estate business—an offer 

VHPGarud
Building a Legacy on 
Faith and Resilience

Jo-Linda Garud transformed her life’s challenges into opportunities, becoming a leader  
in real estate while honoring a legacy and building her own.
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“THE JOY I FOUND IN 

MY WORK WAS BOTH 

UNIQUE AND RARE,” JO-

LINDA REFLECTS. “THIS 

PARTNERSHIP ALLOWED 

ME TO LEVERAGE MY 

STRENGTHS WHILE ALSO 

GROWING IN NEW AREAS.

she initially declined. Having known 
the Penner family for around 20 years, 
Jo-Linda deeply respected their values of 
integrity and prioritizing God and family 
above all else, which ultimately made 
her reconsider. Harold Penner created 
a legacy. Jesse Penner was carrying this 
on. About a year later, she accepted the 
position. After six months working with 
Jesse, she realized that obtaining her 
real estate license would enhance her 
success. Demonstrating her ambition, 
Jo-Linda earned her license within eight 
months and, a couple of years later, 
became a partner. She and Jesse created 
and led a small team, consistently 
ranking among the top producers at 
their brokerage. “The joy I found in my 
work was both unique and rare,” Jo-
Linda reflects. “This partnership allowed 
me to leverage my strengths while also 
growing in new areas.” Jo-Linda fondly 
remembers their teamwork: “Jesse was 
fun but focused,” she recalls. Her more 
Type-A personality balanced well with 
his, and they held regular team meetings 
each week to keep everyone aligned.

Tragically, Jesse passed away in 
October 2022 after a battle with 
hemangiopericytoma cancer. Despite his 
health struggles, Jo-Linda remembers 
him as someone who never complained, 
describing him as “someone who 
‘suffered well’ and always relied on 
God.” Reflecting on James 1:2-4, Jo-Linda 
found strength in the verse, “Count it 
all joy, my brothers, when you meet 
trials of various kinds, for you know 
that the testing of your faith develops 

perseverance, and perseverance 
must finish its work so that you may 
be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.” Similarly, 1 Corinthians 16:13, 
which encourages us to “stand firm in 
the faith” and “be strong,” became a 
guiding principle during Jesse’s illness 
and passing.

Before Jesse’s second cancer 
diagnosis, Jo-Linda had an idea to start 
a property management company—
something Jesse supported but wanted 
her to lead. She earned her broker’s 
license and launched the company, 
managing four doors by the end of the 
first year before Jesse’s cancer returned. 
After his passing, Jo-Linda needed time 
to grieve and assess her career, unsure if 
she could continue the business without 
him. Motivated by a desire to honor 
the Penner Family Legacy, she reached 
out to their transaction coordinator, 
Jennifer, and together they decided to 
move forward. “I got this. I’m going to 
try,” Jo-Linda thought to herself. Nearly 
two years after Jesse’s passing, Jo-Linda 
is grateful for the Lord’s faithfulness 
through this period of loss. “Joy 
continues to be a part of my life,” she 
shares. Today, their hard work has paid 
off; their real estate business is thriving, 
and the property management company 
has grown to 49 doors—a milestone 
she is incredibly proud of. Jo-Linda 
also takes pride in their reputation and 
service to their clients, highlighted by 
150 positive Zillow reviews and word-of-
mouth referrals.

Real estate turned out to be an 
ideal fit for Jo-Linda while raising 

her children, being flexible enough to 
stay engaged with her family. She has 
also found that with her counseling 
background, she loves connecting 
with clients and colleagues, forming 
meaningful bonds. Over the past eight 
years, Jo-Linda has been among the top 
producers at Guarantee Real Estate. 
Since the dissolution of Guarantee, she 
is honored to work at Valley Harvest 
Properties with two remarkable agents, 
Melissa Holtermann and Desrie Van 
Putten. Thriving in her current role, 
she loves the people she gets to work 
with; Jennifer Wilkes, her transaction 
coordinator, and Laura Luethke, her 
marketing coordinator. In her spare 
time, Jo-Linda enjoys tennis, a sport she 
picked up only a year and a half ago, 
as well as pickleball. She now plays 
tennis three times a week at Copper 
River Country Club which provides 
the perfect environment to learn new 
skills. Jo-Linda also loves reading and 
listening to uplifting and motivational 
audiobooks, with Crucial Conversations: 
Tools for Talking When Stakes Are High 
and The Excellent Wife by Martha Peace 
among her favorites. Jo-Linda, who has 
run in two marathons and four half-
marathons, is excited to keep doing what 
she is doing, expressing contentment 
with her personal and business lives. 
She plans on “maintaining a healthy 
work and family life balance,” focusing 
on enjoying life with her friends and 
family, and remaining steadfast in her 
hope in Jesus.

Jo-Linda Garud is a licensed 
REALTOR® at Valley Harvest Properties

In loving memory of Harold and Jesse Penner.



Central Valley Real Producers • 4544 • January 2025

W A T E R F R O N TW A T E R F R O N T

Stunning Riverfront Home! It doesn't get much better
than living at the waters edge! Recreation is what this
place is all about. The estate has been operating as an
AirB&B with fantastic income history. Make your
appointment for your own private tour!

L U X U R Y  O A S I S

42440 KAWEAH RIVER DRIVE42440 KAWEAH RIVER DRIVE
THREE RIVERS, CA 93271THREE RIVERS, CA 93271

SCAN TO 
SEE MORE!

LISTED BY:
RUBEN R OLGUIN
MELSON REALTY, INC.
559.280.9384
LICENSE# 01219337

PHOTOS BY:
L Y N N  L E A R N E D

@ P R O P E R T Y P H O T O G B Y L Y N N
309 N. Garden St., Visalia, CA 93291

pearlfinancialagent@gmail.com

FINANCIAL PROFESSIONAL
LIC #:OM59170

Pearl MarquezPearl Marquez

Ensuring Your Clients'
Financial Future is

Secure as your Sales.

Kelly Brooks Insurance & 
Financial Services

Kelly Brooks
559.358.0917

kbrooksagency@gmail.com

INSURING TODAY FOR A BRIGHTER TOMORROW

"Fast and easy help!
Very a�ordable...! Kelly and 
her team are determined to 

make it happen in a very 
timely manner. Best insurance 

experience I've ever had.
5 stars all day and tomorrow."

Check us out on 
instagram at 
monirstudios

Monica Robles
559.310.7334

Porterville, CA

From photography shoots to video 
productions to podcast 

recordings, our studio offers 
versatile spaces to create high 

quality content!
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