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AUSTIN REALTORS?®

Don't let
legal problems
derail your deals

Real Estate agents facing legal snags in property sales
can find an ally in Robbins Estate Law. Our attorneys
act quickly and decisively, keeping your transactions

on track and guiding you to a smooth closing.
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MAY IT BE YOUR BEST YEAR YET.

Our winning track record
speaks for itself

@ We've handled over 1,000 real estate
sales through probate

@ We do the most estate planning and
probate cases in the Austin, TX area

@ Perfect track record - we've never
failed to get a house through closing

Boost your business with expert legal support

Reach out to us We assess and act Close the deal
Get in touch with our We'll identify the best Confidently focus on
friendly team to discuss course of action to keep growing your business while
your legal challenges. your deal on track. we handle the legal aspects.

Legal peace of mind is just a phone call away.
Call us at (737) 260-0739
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, please email us at TeamAustin@RealProducersMAG.com.

WA\ | MommaBear

Secure Your Client’s Future with a Roof that’s Built to Last

With Momma Bear Roofer, you gain more than a roofing service, you gain a strategic partner
who anticipates needs, not just reacts to them.

Founded by Austin, a visionary realtor and expert roofer, we understand the landscape
better than anyone—because we're part of it.

Why wait for a sign of trouble? Be proactive with our Turn-Key roofing solutions that
ensure your listings are not just ready but resilient, attractive, and
primed for a swift, smooth close. We go above and beyond—just
like you—to protect your clients and their investments.
Because nothing protects like a Momma Bear.

Let’s get ahead together. Ensure every transaction
closes under a roof that's guaranteed to last.
Contact us today.

(512) 740-2217

AUSTIN@MOMMABEARROOFER.COM

3209 WARREN ST

This is more than just a home; it's an
opportunity to create a space that is
uniquely yours.

rd
RN

A unique opportunity to create your
dream home in a prime location minutes
to downtown and Lake Austin. With

For more details
and to visualize

stunning views, custpmizotiorj, and an your future
opportunity to work with the Builder of the home, please
Year, Atlas Homes. visit our website

Thanks, Austin Real Producers.

| love being here to help in a community where
people are making a difference every day. Thank
you for all you do.

Ryan Landers, Agent

2911 A W GRIMES BLVD STE 520
PFLUGERVILLE, TX 78660

Bus: 512-454-4536
ryan.anders.ubxt@statefarm.com

o StateFarm’

2007004 State Farm, Bloomington, IL
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HELPING YOU ACHIEVE
YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS

Our hope is to have a client for life, and our 98% retention
rate is proof of our dedication to this goal. Simply put, our
goal is to facilitate our clients" financial goals, and our
philosophy, mission and promise to you are all focused on
this underlying goal.

Our Mission
To provide our clients the ultimate client experience through:

« Consistent client contact
» Rapid response to time-sensitive issues
« Strategic financial planning implementation

Our Promise to You
The advisors at Gagne Wealth Management Group will:

» Always have your best financial interests in mind.

* Always give you honest education and feedback about
financial products available in the market.

« Make you feel as if your account is the most important
one - because it is.

Gagne Waallh Managemenl Group

RAYMOND JAMES"

RELATIONSHIP-FOCUSED SERVICE.
TRUSTED FINANCIAL ADVISORS.

The advisors of Gagne Wealth Management Group have dedicated
their entire careers to providing strategic financial advice and helpful
guidance to their valued clients. Jay Gagne spent 10 years at
Merrill-Lynch and then transitioned their business to Raymond
James in 2004. Gagne Wealth Management is a family-owned
business, Jay is dedicated to the creation of financial success for
you and your family for generations to come.

Contact us now for a complimentary, no-obligation financial
consultation. Simply visit our Get In Touchpage or call us
toll-free at 866.461.7673.

MEET JAY GAGNE

Jay Gagne is a Raymond James financial advisor who began his career
back in 1995. He offers his clients more than 29 years of continuous
investment management and financial planning expertise. Jay has
achieved a Certification from the prestigious Wharton School of
Business in Pennsylvania as a Certified Investment Management
Analyst (CIMA), which translates to a deep understanding and
knowledge of the available financial options for his clients.

Jay has continually been recognized for his achievements,
including the following distinctions and honors:

2019-2024: Forbes Best in State Wealth Advisor

2023-2024: Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Management Teams
2014-2024: Member of Raymond James Financial Services Leaders Council*
2023-2024: Advisor Hub Top 100 Advisors

2021-2023: CollegeChoice Advisor 529 Savings Plan Award of Excellence

Scan Here

Forbes
BEST-IN-STATE

WEALTH ADVISORS

SHOOK " FESEARCH




Preferred Pariners

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

ATTORNEY - ESTATE
PLANNING, PROBATE
Robbins Estate Law
(512) 851-1248
RobbinsEstateLaw.com

BANK / MORTGAGE /
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Amarillo National
Bank - (Austin)

(512) 347-1959
ANB.com

CLEANING &
MAKE-READY SERVICES
Personal Castles
Cleaning Services

(512) 905-1110
www.personal-castles.com

CLEANING SERVICE
Reliable Cleaning Service
(512) 371-9922
RCS-Austin.com

CLOSING GIFTS
Patton Sides - Cutco
Closing Gifts

(832) 725-0095
PattonSharp.com

CONTRACTING SERVICES
OnePoint Alliance

(512) 709-0095
OnePointAlliance.com

CUSTOM BUILDER
Atlas Custom Homes
(409) 789-1771
AtlasHomesATX.com

EVENT VENUE
Lodgewell
(512) 522-8747
Lodgewell.co

FLOORING & TILE
Total Pro Flooring
(512) 567-8237
TotalProFlooring.com
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GARAGE MAKEOVERS
Koncept Garage

(512) 400-4266
KonceptGarage.com

HOME INSPECTION
TLC Home Inspections
(512) 887-2663
TLCInspectors.com

HOME ORGANIZATION &
DECLUTTERING SERVICE
Koncept Garage

(512) 400-4266
KonceptGarage.com

HOME SECURITY/

TECH INSTALLATIONS
Method Media Systems
(512) 745-3381
MethodMediaSystems.com

HOME STAGING & DESIGN
A2D - Addicted 2 Decor ATX
(512) 573-8416
Addicted2Decor.com

HOME WARRANTY
Guard Home Warranty

- Miriam Hinson

(713) 597-0513
GuardHomeWarranty.com

INSURANCE

State Farm - Steve Vinklarek
(512) 452-0214
steveinsures.com

INSURANCE AGENCY
Kyle Rhodes - Alistate
(512) 537-5021
AllstateAgencies.com/
KyleRhodes

Ryan Landers - Landers
Insurance Agency

(512) 454-4536
RyanLanders.com

State Farm - Carrie Welch
(512) 263-8485
CarrieWelch.com

Whorton Ins Services
WhortonINS.com

INVESTOR CAPITAL
Easy Street Capital
(240) 381-1944
EasyStreetCAP.com

LISTING PREPARATION
SERVICES

Freemodel

Keely James Moore
(281) 793-0116

LUXURY RANCH LIVING
Big Easy Ranch

(979) 733-8635
BigEasyRanch.com

MORTGAGE

Leahy Lending - Ryan Leahy
(512) 543-2558
LeahyLending.com

The Wood Group of Fairway
Independent Mortgage
(254) 933-9500
WoodGroupMortgage.com

Thrive Mortgage - Stacey Smith

(512) 750-4320
MortgageLoanHelpers.com

Waterstone Mortgage
Corporation

(210) 510-8222
WaterstoneMortgage.com

Zander Blunt Team
at PrimeLending
(512) 381-4642
ZanderBlunt.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

Guaranteed Rate - Tricia Worley

(214) 616-0448
Rate.com/TriciaWorley

MORTGAGE BROKER
Austin Reddin -
Prodigy Mortgage
(936) 900-5636
LoansByProdigy.com

MORTGAGE PROFESSIONAL
Mortgage Professional
Assoc. - Christina Beitler
(512) 689-8083
ChristinaBeitler. com

MORTGAGES

Aaron Thomas - NEO
Home Loans

(830) 613-7337
AaronThomas.NEO
HomeLoans.com

Jesse Lokken - Guaranteed
Rate Affinity

(312) 285-6136
JesselLokken.com

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
John Lockhart Foundation
JohnLockhartFoundation.com

PIZZA / CATERING
Lefty’s Pizza

(512) 462-4222
LeftysPizzaKitchen.com

PRESSURE WASHING

& WINDOWS

Proverbs 3:5 Pressure
Washing & Exterior Cleaning
(512) 831-8295
Proverbs35pw.com

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
Champions School

of Real Estate®

Rita Santamaria

(281) 893-4484
www.ChampionsSchool.com

REMODELING
Milestone Remodels
(512) 866-8010
MilestoneRemodels.com

RENOVATIONS
Renovation Sells Austin
(512) 488-5518
RenovationSells.com/Austin

RESTAURANT FOR
CLOSING CELEBRATION
County Line BBQ

(512) 327-1959
CountyLine.com

TITLE ATTORNEY

The Hay Legal Group PLLC
(512) 467-6060
HaylLegal.com

TITLE COMPANY
RESTORATION - FIRE & WATER Austin Title Company
All Nation Restoration (512) 771-1195
(512) 934-8180 AustinTitle.com
AllNationRestoration.com

Capital Title of Texas
ROOFING (972) 682-2728
ACE Roofing Company CTOT.com
(512) 836-7663
ACERoofingTexas.com Capstone Title
(512) 270-4755
MommaBear Roofer capstonetitletx.com
(512) 740-2217
MommaBearRoofer.com Championship Title
(512) 567-5442
Tarrytown Roofing ChampionshipTitle.com
(713) 824-3620

TarrytownRoofing.com

REAL

PRODUCERS
PODCAST

Same Brand, New Reach —
Tune in for free today

Listen on
Apple Podcasts

LISTEN ON Spotify:
Listen on .
amazon music
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Chicago Title Austin
(512) 903-0904
Austin.CTIC.com

Independence Title
(512) 454-4500
IndependenceTitle.com

Patten Title Company
(512) 607-5020
PattenTitle.com

RISE Title
(512) 474-2362
RISETitleofTX.com

Stewart Title
(512) 914-2128
Stewart.com/en/markets/Austin

Titan Title & Closing
TitanTitleClosing.com

Hmehn:lhg‘m

Blzntly Better

PRIMELENDING

TRANSACTION COORDINATOR

Capital City Coordination
(512) 645-9590
CapitalCityCoordination.com

VIDEO PRODUCTION
Mosaic Media Films
(512) 720-8453
MosaicMediaFilms.com

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Gagne Wealth Mgt - Raymond
James - Jay Gagne

(317) 577-6030
RaymondJames.com/
Branches/Custom/
GagneWealthManagement

WINDOW COVERINGS
Budget Blinds of Austin
(512) 593-5505
budgetblinds.com

THE BLUNT TEAM

ALISTIN BUSIMESS
JOURNAL: TOP
PRODUCER 2015~
2023

2052002
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WITH LOKKEN LOANS >

Jesse Lokken
NMLS# 425953
Originating Manager

(312) 285-6136

Jesselokken.com

EQUAL HOUSING
LGLGLGLG

Equal Housing Lender | © Guaranteed Rate Affinity 2022 | NMLS ID 1598647 | NMLS Consumer Access | Licensing Information

Coordination Services
Realtors® Working for Realtors®
Our top priority is to help agents boost their

productivity by providing efficient
coordination services

Contract to Close * Listing Coordination
= info@capitale

® 512-
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Independence Title is protected by

« CERTIF
Welcoming Everyone at our 26 Austin Metro locations!

The Austin Business Journal's Number One Title Company for 19 Years Running!
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Jason Shelden Erin Rystad Emily Eyob Carol Whitney

Publisher Content Director Operations Photographer
512-921-4701

jason.shelden
@realproducersmag.com
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Rory Hejtmanek Leah Faye Blum Elizabeth McCabe Megan Taylor-DiCenzo
Photographer Photographer Staff Writer Staff Writer

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The
N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Austin Real
Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company
nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.
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& REMODELS & SPATIAL PLANNING

PANTRY & CLOSET BUILD-OUTS

At Koncept Garage, we specialize in turning everyday spaces into extraordinary ones. Our garage
conversions turn garages into valuable, multi-functional spaces that elevate your property

listings. Our professional organizing services create peaceful, functional environments, from
primary closets to pantries.

'i i '-;- ,I'..-[;"ﬁ:‘.'u.”...m-!?.
CHICAGO TITLE

LEADING WITH STRENGTH, STABIL

Enjoy a seamless, high-quality experience with our expert communication, design, and active
management.

LOCALLY STRONG, NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED READY FOR A TRANSFORMATION?

Watch our transformation videos at www.konceptgarage.com and be inspired!

BEE CAVE CEDAR PARK GREAT HILLS ROUND ROCK WESTLAKE
[ 13215 Bee Cave Phwy. 1135 E. Whitestone Blwd. 8911 Cap. of X ey 2300 Greenhill Dr. 4301 Westbank Dr. ENHANCE YOUR LISTINGS AND DELIGHT YOUR
N Bee cave, TX 78738 Cedar Park, TX 78613 At TX 75759 Rownd Rock, TX 78664 mﬁg CLIENTS WITH
austin.ctic.oom f@m’

O (512) 400-4266 (© TEAM@KONCEPTGARAGE.COM (& KONCEPTGARAGE.COM
12 - January 2025



Kaleigh Murr

A Local Expert with Deep Roots

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

Kaleigh Murr, a native
of Northwest Austin, has
seamlessly transitioned
from the hospitality industry
to the world of real estate,
making a significant impact
along the way. Her extensive
knowledge of the local
community, built from her
early days at Hill Elementary
and Anderson High
School, gives her a unique
advantage. Kaleigh cherishes
her connection to the area,
often reminiscing about
her childhood passion for
basketball—a love she has
passed on to her daughter,
Kira Jade, an aspiring
gymnast and cheerleader.

“I still love basketball
to this day, and so does my
daughter,” Kaleigh shares
with a warm smile. The
sport is a shared passion that
strengthens their bond.

Military Proud

Kaleigh’s life took a
transformative turn when
she married her high school
sweetheart, a military man.
“I got married very young to
a military man,” she reflects.
The experience of being a
military wife, particularly
when giving birth to her
daughter while her husband
was stationed overseas in
Afghanistan, taught her
resilience. “It was one of the
hardest, yet most rewarding
times of my life,” she recalls.
This period of her life
instilled a sense of strength
and adaptability that now
defines her character. “It
was a privilege being an
Army wife,” she adds. Today,

she takes great pride in the
wonderful co-parenting
atmosphere they have
successfully established for
their daughter.

Honing Her Skills
in Hospitality
Before embarking on her
real estate journey, Kaleigh
honed her skills in the
hospitality industry. At Rose
Room, a popular nightclub
in Austin’s Domain district,
she mastered the art of
customer service. “I gained
a lot of skills in customer
service that you can’t teach
anymore,” she notes. The
importance of relationships,
a vital component in both
hospitality and real estate,
became evident to her.
“Relationships are
everything in real estate,”
Kaleigh emphasizes. Her
ability to make clients feel
seen and valued has been a
cornerstone of her success.
“Getting into real estate
has been a whirlwind that I
have enjoyed - with markets
high and low - and I have
made it through.”

Making Her Mark in

Real Estate

As a full-time agent with
Compass, Kaleigh continues
to stay connected to her
hospitality roots, dedicating
hours each week to
nurturing her community
ties and expanding her
client base. Whether
interacting with people
through the bar or during
open houses, she thrives on
building connections.




“GETTING INTO
REAL ESTATE

HAS BEEN A
WHIRLWIND THAT
I HAVE ENJOYED
= WITH MARKETS
HIGH AND LOW -
AND | HAVE MADE
IT THROUGH.”

—

Kaleigh drew a wealth
of inspiration from her
experience at Twelve Rivers
Realty, collaborating with
some of the key players in
the Austin real estate market.
In early 2024, she made a
transition to The Weiss Group
with Compass, where she is
continuing to establish her
presence and broadening her
influence. Her client-focused
approach and determination
are evident in her dedication
to both her family and career.
“I'm trying to be the best I
can be—for my daughter, for
myself, and for my clients,”
she asserts.

A Rising Star

For Kaleigh, the adventure
in real estate is just
beginning. Her commitment
to building relationships
and providing outstanding
service shines through as
she grows her network and
forges her path as a Rising
Star in the Austin real estate
market. Kaleigh has also
proudly raised over $5k
dollars through her charity
efforts. The future holds
exciting possibilities for
Kaleigh, and her journey

is one to watch with
anticipation.

16 - January 2025

Streamline the

Make-Ready Process
for a Faster Sale

o ~ T4 MAKE-READY+
’ 3 PILR‘SOI\ ‘\L CONCIERGE PROGRAM?"
C‘,\STLES s#p 1) Clean and Stretch or Replace Carpets

swp 2) Clean Tile, Grout, and Hardwood Floors
swp3) Power Wash Exterior Surfaces

”This is a game changer!" Step 4) Wash and Shine Windows
- Wendy Mitchler, C21 s#p5) Deep Clean the Whole House

ONE CALL GETS ITDONE! & = g3 g5 @B &

Call (512) 905-1110 | www.personal-castles.com v

'“"!':'
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(512)573-8416
addicted2decor.com &

. z g . create@a2d-addicted2decor.com &
Addicted 2 Décor ATX (A2D) is a full service luxury home a2d_addicted.2.decor

staging & interior design firm in Austin, TX facebook com/addicted2decor @

FAIRWAY'

INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE Eor'zmnmron

THE WOOD GROUP

Mortgage Service and Speed Redefined

AATCAT
TATRTATATAT IR T s T




Picture your property
in Lodgewell’s
Signature Collection

We purchase, lease, partner with
and manage hand-picked homes
and retreats for unforgettable
stays and gatherings.

LET'S CONNECT! 512-507-9065

: Founder & CEO
! Lodgewell

Closing Gifts

Patton Sides
832-725-0095

www.pattonsharp.com
www.cutcoclosinggifts.com

WE TAKE CARE OF IT ALL

With decades of experience cleaning real
estate homes, we are a trusted partner in
making properties showroom-ready.

We offer professional, tenured cleaning
specialists for all your cleaning needs.
Our job is to make your property look
amazing and to improve your
customer’s experience!

7\ Reach out to us today to
=4 "" N  seehow we can help you
RELIAB]’TCEE 512-371-9922

CLEANING §

SERVICING THE AUSTIN AREA SINCE 1993

rcs-austin.com
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4 TRUST OUR TEAM

TO GUIDE YOU IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION

Tony Sandoval

Austin Division President
M (214) 543-2000
tony.sandoval@stewart.com

Jennifer Johnson Ashley Moore Ashley Long
Business Development Business Development Business Development
M (979) 595-5204 M (337) 764-4119 M (737) 389-4771
jennifer.kjohnson@stewart.com ashley.moore@stewart.com ashley.long@stewart.com

Miguel Benavides Kathryn McCurry
Vice President of Sales Marketing Manager
M (512) £22-6118 M (512) 230-7040
miguel.benavides@stewart.com kathryn.mccurry@stewart.com

STEWART.COM/AUSTIN




REAL Producer Recognition Badges Are Here!
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AUSTIN
REAL PRODUCERS
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AUSTIN
REAL PRODUCERS
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If you are a top 500 producer in the Austin If you are a REAL Producers-nominated
market, reach out to us, and we will supply you vendor partner, you can use this logo on your
with this logo to use in your marketing efforts! business card! Reach out to us at

TeamAustin@RealProducersMAG.com TeamAustin@RealProducersMAG.com!

Your Client’s
Turnkey Solution

Il BLINDS

512-593-5505 W BUDGET
1&'1""-"\1""-".blldgﬂ tb].inds .C Dﬂl IHTH AMHIVERSARY
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Shades, Shutters, Blinds, Custom Drapes & Automaltion

AAALEESTORATIO
FREE SAME DAY
ASSESSME . & ESTIMATE

8108 L WIWW® ALL N ATRIOINRIEISYHORIIIO/N J,

MOLD OR WATER DAMAGE ISSUES ON YOUR HOME INSPECTION REPORT? f

~ |p * _ WE WOULD LOVE TO HELP!
CALL TODAY!!

- WATER DAMAGE RESTORATION ﬁl ‘
..- h = MOLD REMEDIATION -
! - ODOR REMOVAL SERVICES "
- FIRE/SMOKE DAMAGE RESTORATION

TRY A MORTGAGE BROKER TODAY!
LOW WHOLESALE RATES & FEES, EXTENSIVE
LENDING OPTIONS WITH QUICK CLOSINGS
AND FIVE STAR CUSTOMER SERVICE.

FROM START TO FINISH, AUSTIN’S TOP - (
PRODUCERS & CLIENTS ARE IN GREAT HANDS.

AUSTIN REDDIN
13740 Research Blvd Building E, Suite 1 Austin, TX
(512) 502-5444
(936) 900-5636 (512) 366-9832
www.LoansbyProdigy.com
Austin@LoansbyProdigy.com

NMLS #1196854. All rights reserved. This is not an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to change without notice.
All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Lender.
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i EREEENL ' STRO
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But don’t just take our
word for it. Take theirs.




CHAMPIONS SCHOOL THE MOST RESPECTED NAME

Car + Home — SaVings OF REAL ESTATE® IN REAL ESTATE EDUCATION

Steve Vinkla rek Total average sauings of Let me show you how COI‘I‘Ibi!‘liI‘Ig home REAL ESTATE DESIGNATIONS LOAN ORIGINATION HOME INSPECTION APPRAISAL BUSINESS ETIQUETTE

512-452-0214 * and auto policies can really add up.
& = Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® : . .
6 et ot $894 CALL FOR A OUOTE 24/7 It's a Great Time to Earn a NAR Realtor® Designation.
Steve@Stevelnsures.com CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

Champions School of Real Estate offers many designations and certifications

i illage at . . : ;
iently located in the Vi ful n n further their ion and grow their iness!
gonﬁ::tam: Tt to Gold's Gym. a e arm1 so successful agents can further their education and grow their business

The more you learn, the more you earn.
Hook!EmiHorn's

Marchelle Levy
(512) 567-5442

e CHAMPIONSHIP — chms  a2psA  NHC

Austin, TX 78754 Marketing Strategy Accredited Luxury Certified Home Pricing Strategies: New Home
& Lead Generation Home Specialist Marketing Specialist Mastering the CMA Construction
e r(jt] > ; .
SRS SRES® #ABR  J@MRP!  RENE
Your Home for
Seller Representative Seniors Real Accredited Buyer Military Relocation Real Estate

Mortgage Lending ~ 4 . -";-ﬂ_ Specialist Estate Specialist Representation Professional Negiotation Expert

Buy | Build | Refi

GREG VESELY
Senior Vice President of Lending/

SCAN HERE TO LEARN MORE

All Courses are available via ChampionsLive, an instructor-led, live streaming online
educational experience. All books and TREC elective CE credit included.

Area Manager
5122437430
gregvesaly@southstarbank.com

www.ChampionsSchool.com/live/designations

NMLS #621784

f O U T E T R“' i _ ! Opento the Public | TREC Provider #4530 | #0005 | ABR: 15-00-031-36613; MRP: 08-00-020-32625; PSA: 08-00-091-33058; ALHS: 10-00-012-38433; CHMS: 08-00-060-34739; M&LG: 08-00-012-38540; SRS: 15-00-030-32071; RENE: 15-00-110-32213
A - ie

BAN[( 3 - : ] i BE ’ AUSTIN ¢ CHAMPIONSLIVE °+ DALLAS +* FORT WORTH +* HOUSTON <+ ONLINE < SAN ANTONIO

southstarbank.com/mortgage
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Sobriety, Sales, and a New Start: Matt Richard’s
Path to Success with Sotheby’s International Realty

Sometimes the most difficult paths lead to the most beautiful destinations.

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

For Matt Richard, life in Austin, Texas, has been a journey of
transformation. Since his move to Austin in 2015, Matt has
redefined himself, trading years of struggle with addiction
for a life of purpose, passion, and success in the luxury real
estate world. Today, as a rising agent with Kuper Sotheby’s
International Realty, he balances the joy of fatherhood, a
thriving career, and a commitment to helping others.

Matt’s journey to Austin began with a life-changing
decision. After battling addiction for a decade, he checked
into a wilderness-based addiction treatment program in the
backcountry of Utah, where he spent four transformative
months. “It was such a profound experience. Quite frankly, it
gave me my life back. I wouldn’t be who or where I am today
without it,” he says. Seeking a supportive environment to
transition back into everyday life, he moved into a sober living
home in Austin—a city that offered a new environment not too

far from home in Lafayette, Louisiana. This decision proved
pivotal. “Austin was the perfect place to restart my life,” he adds.
Matt had visited Austin a handful of times in college,
unaware that his life and career would soon take root there.
In the beginning, he took on low-stress jobs to ease into this
new chapter and regain his footing. His career started to gain
momentum at a luxury car dealership, where he worked in
sales at Jaguar Land Rover. It was there that he met a pivotal
figure in his journey: Wade Giles, a top real estate agent in
Austin. This chance meeting would eventually open the door to
an unexpected career in real estate.

Opportunity Knocks

After purchasing a car from Matt, Wade saw something special
in the young salesman. Just a few months later, he reached

out with an offer. Seeing a promising opportunity, Matt didn’t
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It was such

a profound

experience. Quite
frankly, it gave me
my life back.

hesitate. He put in his notice at the dealership, enrolled in real
estate classes, and quickly obtained his license. By late 2019, he
had fully committed to real estate, shadowing his mentor and
soaking up all he could about the industry.

“I got a Harvard education in real estate in a few short years,”
Matt recalls. Under mentorship, he learned to work with savvy
clients, handle transactions, and gradually build his own client
base. Over three years, the duo expanded from two to a bustling
group of seven. Matt took on responsibilities beyond sales,
training new agents and delving into other sides of the business.

Expanding His Horizons Professionally and Personally

Life’s personal milestones soon followed. In the midst of his
career shift, Matt met his wife, Briana, as he was starting his
real estate business. They started dating, and after a couple
years together, Matt began ring shopping to surprise her. Then
life threw them a surprise: Briana was pregnant with their
first child. Matt remembers walking through the door late one
morning, seeing Briana on the couch, and instantly guessing
the big news. Soon after, he proposed.

Amid the uncertainty of the pandemic, they opted for an
intimate ceremony at a quiet, romantic spot in East Austin, just
the two of them, before welcoming their first daughter, Aila, a
week later. Two years after that, they welcomed their second
daughter, Margot, making Matt a proud ‘girl dad.” “Becoming
a husband and father has given my life such purpose,” Matt
shares. “My girls are my world... and, apparently, my toughest
negotiators too.”

In 2022, Matt felt it was time to branch out independently.
He remained with Moreland Properties, navigating a market
downturn that made the shift from team member to solo agent
even more challenging. “Going out on my own in a down
market tested my adaptability in ways I hadn’t anticipated. It
was tough to find my rhythm,” he admits. Without the team’s
marketing and operational support, he took on multiple roles—
balancing client acquisition, negotiations, marketing and daily
logistics—all while adapting to shifting market conditions.

Joining Sotheby’s

In the fall of 2023, Matt joined Kuper Sotheby’s
International Realty, drawn by the global brand’s prestige
and extensive network. “It’s been a great move,” he

says. “Working with Sotheby’s has elevated my business
and connected me to a powerful network with the

best resources. The name opens doors, allowing me

to focus on what I love—working with clients.”

More than half of Matt’s business today is buyer-focused.
For him, guiding clients through the home buying process
is more than just a transaction — it’s about building lasting
relationships. “I really enjoy working with buyers,” he says.
“I feel it’s such a responsibility to guide them and to be a true
advocate for them.”

From his years of struggle to his achievements in real
estate, Matt’s journey reflects resilience, growth, and
gratitude. With the support of his family and the community
he’s embraced in Austin, he continues to push forward —
proving that with determination and the right mindset, new
beginnings are possible.
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REAL PRODUCER COVER STORY

WENDE
PARKS

Grandma’s Inheritance

hanks to a $500 inheritance,
I Wende Parks found a love of
real estate, a full-time career,
and a beautiful way to honor her
grandmother’s memory.

Before entering real estate, Wende
enjoyed a decades-long career in
modeling. In the 90s, she spent her
school year at the University of Texas
and summers abroad based in Germany.
As an international model, she was
featured in German Marie Claire and
Vogue among other publications; and
she (along with her three look-a-like
sisters) had television holding deals with
Fox and Disney. “Modeling was the best
job,” she remembered. “I was able to
travel and explore new cultures. I was
also able to pay for my college education
completely debt-free.”

After graduation, Wende traveled
to Dallas and California, flying directly
for modeling opportunities both
international and domestic. “I floated
around and felt like I was always out of
town for work,” she recalled, “but I was
getting homesick and wanted to be cozy
at home with my golden retriever, Lulu.
As a fifth generation Texan, I wanted to
return to Texas and find a way to have
one foot in Austin, permanently.”

So, Wende moved back to Austin
in late 2001, but it was a challenge
to find an apartment that would
accept big dogs. At the same time, her
grandmother was estate planning and
decided to give her grandchildren
their inheritance early. “She wanted
to see what we would do with it,”
Wende shared. “She gave me $500, and
I decided to get my real estate license,
which was exactly $500 at the time.”

During her first year back in Austin,
Wende looked for real estate investment
opportunities. Her very first deal in 2003
turned out to be a little house for herself
in Bouldin Creek. “I learned everything
you should and should not do in that
deal,” Wende recalled.

She still has that house over 20
years later. “When my fiancé proposed
to me, I said, Wait! I'm not selling
my house,” she laughed. “Honestly,
he’s the most spectacular person. We
split our time between his house in
Westlake and my house in Bouldin
Creek. It is the best of both worlds,
hill country and downtown!”

Wende met her fiancé at a mutual
friend’s house. A friend pointed across
the pool and told Wende they were
going to push him in. “She left out some
key information that he was a collegiate
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wrestler and a retired Navy SEAL,”
Wende laughed. “When I pushed him in,
Isaw a flash and ended up in a headlock
at the bottom of the pool. When we got
to the surface, he said, ‘What’s your
name?’ and the rest is history.”

At first, Wende didn’t know real estate
would ultimately become a career for
her. “I thought maybe I would become
an investor and continue modeling,” she
explained, “but after my first transaction,
I felt a passion for the deal...and soon it
turned into a full-time job.”

She started at Keller Williams. “They
were flexible and didn’t have minimum
requirements on sales,” Wende recalled.
In 2006, she met developers in South
Austin (78704) who asked her to join
them as their exclusive listing agent.
Unfortunately, 2007-2008 saw a market
shift; it wasn’t a great time for big
developments. “I didn’t realize what
was happening but I knew our sales
were slowing down,” Wende explained.
“I brought the listings to Moreland
Properties to get help marketing them.”

Within months, the developers
realized they couldn’t finish building,
and Wende had luckily moved to
Moreland and was able to restart
building her real estate business. “That
was about five years after getting my
real estate license,” she said. “Every
year, my business does a little bit
better, and grows a little bit more. I
am not afraid to say that continuing to
earn my clients and their trust is a lot
of hard and intense work for me. And
I'learn something new with each and
every deal.”

Wende is a humble agent with savvy
and charm. She embodies Austin’s
best qualities. She was also selected
as a member of the Elite 25 in 2024.
According to their website, “This
prestigious organization is home to 38
elite professionals who represent the
top 0.2% of agents from Austin’s leading
brokerages. With proven track records,
unmatched reputations, extensive
networks, and exclusive access to off-
market properties, Elite 25 agents
work with the most discerning buyers
and sellers, representing Austin’s most
exclusive properties.”

As a fifth generation
Texan, | wanted to
return to Texas and find
a way to have one foot
in Austin, permanently.
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I learned everything
you should & should

not do in that deal.
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You make
the sale

Fully managed renovations that help
clients sell for more.

HILL COUNTRY

— MORTGAGES—

Top Producers resource for personalized mortgage solutions,
fast customized quotes, great rates, & service with integrity

“I'm proud to have finally made it
to the Elite 25,” Wende shared. “I cried
when they told me I made it. This job
is one of the most rewarding jobs.
Houses are one of the biggest personal
investments people make, and I'm
honored to be a part of that.”

Wende takes on elite challenges as
well. After running several marathons,
including Boston and New York, she
soon escalated to a full Ironman and is
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currently tackling ultramarathons and
other high endurance adventure sports
in the far reaches and most austere
environments in the world. Most recently
she spontaneously conquered the Grand
Canyon Rim-to-Rim, ran a 100-mile run
along the historic Bataan Death March
route in the Philippines in under 24 hours,
and ran an 80-kilometer race through the
mountains in Patagonia (twice!). She is
also a dog lover. Sadly, Lulu passed away

| '\ l .

in 2010 and Lola (one of her rescue pups)
passed away in 2023. Now, Wende spends
her time playing with Lola’s twin brother,
Lalo, all around Austin.

Wende didn’t know real estate would
turn into a passion. “I thought maybe I
would become a real estate investor and
continue modeling,” she explained, “but
here I am. Grandma’s inheritance got
me here.” And Wende’s hustle, honesty,
and professionalism keep her going.

ICKS

OTOGRAPHY

Keely James Moore
Director of Partnerships
(281)793-0116
keely@freemodel.com

Ace Roofing Company

Roof Repair & Replacement

512-836-7663

Financing Available

Broker Owner,
Hill Country Mortgages
NMLS # 393872
ol12-487-4503
Jonathan@hillcountrymortgages.com

Hill Country Mortgages. 231 Baldovino Skyway, Lakeway, TX 78738.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
NMLS 2324262. Licensed to do business in TX.
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TITLE

OFFICE

CRISELDA AYALA
AVP/Escrow Officer
Criselda.Ayala@austintitle.com
512-329-0777 Office
Team.Ayala@austintitle.com

KARA STROBEL
AVP/Escrow Officer
kKara.Strobel@austintitle.com
512-329-0777 Office
Team.Strobel@austintitle.com

COLLIN CHUNTA
AVP/Escrow Officer
Collin.Chunta@austintitle.com
512-329-0777 Office
Team.Chunta@austintitle.com

gpwkéf lhe ﬁeg

1717 W. 6TH STREET, SUITE 102
AUSTIN, TX 78703
Phone 512-329-0777/Fax 512-469-5813

WWW.AUSTINTITLE.COM
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Local service
& great rates

Call, click or stop by today

o StateFarm-

Carrie W Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Carrie Welch, Agent

14001 Bee Cave Pkwy Bldg B Ste 1
Austin, TX 78738-7173

Bus: 512-263-8485
carrie@carriewelch.com
www.carriewelch.com

TRICIA WORLEY
Mortgage Loan Consultant « NMLS 546321
Tricia.worley@firstunitedbank.com . (214) 616-0448

W FirstUnited

Mortgage Group

Member FDIC. T2 Equal Housing Lender. NMLS# 400025

GREAT MORTGAGES ARE JUST
THE BEGINNING.

PREMIER CLOSING EXPERIENCE
weellence Eodled in (exas Voalunes

{

Contact me to learn.more about our premier closing
experience as a fee office for Independence Title

PLLC

Attorneys and Counselors at Law

A FEE ATTORNEY FOR INDEPENDENCE TITLE COMPANY

Downtown Office
Principal Office
611 W 5th St #300 ¢ Austin, TX 78701

Hill Country Office
106 E Main Street « Johnson City, TX 78636

512-658-3995
ATeykl@HayLegal.com
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Sr. Sales Associate

Proudly serving our Portfolio and Keller Williams Partners

www.Haylegal.com | P: 512-467-6060
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A Shaddock Company
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Austin Lakeway Austin Northwest
2501 Ranch Road 620 South, Suite 250 6850 Austin Center Boulevard, Suite 127
Lakeway, Texas 78734 Austin, Texas 78731

Y Y

Austin South Cedar Park
1801 S. Mopac Expressway, Suite 250 715 Discovery Boulevard, Suite 205
Austin, Texas 78746 Cedar Park, Texas 78613

Y Y

Georgetown Horseshoe Bay
800 S. Austin Avenue, Suite E 9714 Fm 2147, Suite 107
Georgetown, Texas 78626 Horseshoe Bay, Texas 78657

Y, Y

Lockhart Round Rock
203 South Main Street 2300 Greenhill Drive Bldg. 10-Suite 1000
Lockhart, Texas 78644 Round Rock, Texas 78664

Y Q

Round Rock Downtown San Marcos
211 W. Main Street 1913 Dutton, Suite 308
Round Rock, Texas 78664 San Marcos, Tx 78666

Westlake
3801 Bee Caves Rd., Suite 110
Austin, Texas 78746

The Largest Independent Title
Company in the United States

www.ctot.com
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Custom framing
6th Street Art Gallery
Art and Paper Restoration
Art Hanging and Moving
Pickup and Delivery

Artworks - West 6th Artworks - Westlake
1214 W. 6th Street, STE 105 3643 Bee Cave Road, STE 4f
Austin, TX 78703 West Lake Hills, TX 78744
512-472-1550 512-328-3631

Artwarks - Belterra
166 Hargraves Drive, STE C300
Austin, TX 78737
512-580-1620

Featuting Fatiou Moulding

FOTIOU

e
~V 48 Hour Closes (No Appralsals} to

v 30-year loans with low, fixed interest rates
compete with cash offers for fixer-uppers ' and no DTl hurdles

v Loans for First Time Investors with no
eligibility restrictions

Vv Loans for Short Term Rentals (Airbnb)
qualified based on STR potential

ROBIN SIMON

Partner

240-381-1944
robin@easystreetcap.com

CAPITAL

1201 E. Cesar Chavez St.
Austin, TX 78702

LENTE & EASY STREET

CNEW ¢$MODEL ¢ HOME ¢$Now OPEN

Visit MyMileStone.com for details.

Tour Our New Model Home in River Place - Now Open!
Visit our new model home at 10117 Milky Way Drive, Austin, TX 78730. Discover 64 beautiful homes starting
at $1.5M in River Place. Explore the community and take advantage of exclusive offers while they last!
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A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

You Build the Home,

We’'ll Take Care - -
of the Rest! -

Bryan/College Station @

Austin '

Austin Branch San Antonio

Jared Shreiner

VP | Mortgage Loan Officer

P: 512-306-3804 | C: 512-701-8455
jared.shreiner@anb.com

MMLS# 512873

@ Home Loans

Austin Branch | 5300 Bee Caves Road, Bldg 2, West Lake Hills, TX 78746 | anb.com



