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This is more than just a home; it's an 
opportunity to create a space that is 

uniquely yours.

For more details 
and to visualize 

your future 
home, please 

visit our website

A unique opportunity to create your 
dream home in a prime location minutes 

to downtown and Lake Austin. With 
stunning views, customization, and an 

opportunity to work with the Builder of the 
Year, Atlas Homes.

��������������

NOTHING PROTECTS 
LIKE A MOMMA BEAR.

With Momma Bear Roofer, you gain more than a roofing service, you gain a strategic partner 
who anticipates needs, not just reacts to them. 
Founded by Austin, a visionary realtor and expert roofer, we understand the landscape 
better than anyone—because we're part of it.
Why wait for a sign of trouble? Be proactive with our Turn-Key roofing solutions that 
ensure your listings are not just ready but resilient, attractive, and 
primed for a swift, smooth close. We go above and beyond—just 
like you—to protect your clients and their investments. 
Because nothing protects like a Momma Bear. 
Let’s get ahead together. Ensure every transaction 
closes under a roof that’s guaranteed to last. 
Contact us today.

(512) 740-2217
AUSTIN@MOMMABEARROOFER.COM

Secure Your Client’s Future with a Roof that’s Built to Last

Austin Chittim, Owner
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RELATIONSHIP-FOCUSED SERVICE. 
TRUSTED FINANCIAL ADVISORS.

The advisors of Gagne Wealth Management Group have dedicated 
their entire careers to providing strategic financial advice and helpful 
guidance to their valued clients. Jay Gagne spent 10 years at 
Merrill-Lynch and then transitioned their business to Raymond 
James in 2004. Gagne Wealth Management is a family-owned 
business, Jay is dedicated to the creation of financial success for 
you and your family for generations to come.

Contact us now for a complimentary, no-obligation financial 
consultation. Simply visit our Get In Touchpage or call us
toll-free at 866.461.7673.

MEET JAY GAGNE
Jay Gagne is a Raymond James financial advisor who began his career 
back in 1995. He offers his clients more than 29 years of continuous 
investment management and financial planning expertise. Jay has 
achieved a Certification from the prestigious Wharton School of 
Business in Pennsylvania as a Certified Investment Management 
Analyst (CIMA), which translates to a deep understanding and 
knowledge of the available financial options for his clients.

Jay has continually been recognized for his achievements, 
including the following distinctions and honors:

2019-2024: Forbes Best in State Wealth Advisor
2023-2024: Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Management Teams
2014-2024: Member of Raymond James Financial Services Leaders Council*
2023-2024: Advisor Hub Top 100 Advisors
2021-2023: CollegeChoice Advisor 529 Savings Plan Award of Excellence

HELPING YOU ACHIEVE 
YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS
Our hope is to have a client for life, and our 98% retention 
rate is proof of our dedication to this goal. Simply put, our 
goal is to facilitate our clients'’' financial goals, and our 
philosophy, mission and promise to you are all focused on 
this underlying goal.

Our Mission
To provide our clients the ultimate client experience through:
• Consistent client contact
• Rapid response to time-sensitive issues
• Strategic financial planning implementation

Our Promise to You
The advisors at Gagne Wealth Management Group will:
• Always have your best financial interests in mind.
• Always give you honest education and feedback about 

financial products available in the market.
• Make you feel as if your account is the most important 

one - because it is.

Scan Here
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners
RESTAURANT FOR 
CLOSING CELEBRATION
County Line BBQ
(512) 327-1959
CountyLine.com

RESTORATION - FIRE & WATER
All Nation Restoration
(512) 934-8180
AllNationRestoration.com

ROOFING
ACE Roofing Company
(512) 836-7663
ACERoofingTexas.com

MommaBear Roofer
(512) 740-2217
MommaBearRoofer.com

Tarrytown Roofing
(713) 824-3620
TarrytownRoofing.com

TITLE ATTORNEY
The Hay Legal Group PLLC
(512) 467-6060
HayLegal.com

TITLE COMPANY
Austin Title Company
(512) 771-1195
AustinTitle.com

Capital Title of Texas
(972) 682-2728
CTOT.com

Capstone Title
(512) 270-4755
capstonetitletx.com

Championship Title
(512) 567-5442
ChampionshipTitle.com

Chicago Title Austin
(512) 903-0904
Austin.CTIC.com

Independence Title
(512) 454-4500
IndependenceTitle.com

Patten Title Company
(512) 607-5020
PattenTitle.com

RISE Title
(512) 474-2362
RISETitleofTX.com

Stewart Title
(512) 914-2128
Stewart.com/en/markets/Austin

Titan Title & Closing
TitanTitleClosing.com

TRANSACTION COORDINATOR
Capital City Coordination
(512) 645-9590
CapitalCityCoordination.com

VIDEO PRODUCTION
Mosaic Media Films
(512) 720-8453
MosaicMediaFilms.com

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Gagne Wealth Mgt - Raymond 
James - Jay Gagne
(317) 577-6030
RaymondJames.com/
Branches/Custom/
GagneWealthManagement

WINDOW COVERINGS
Budget Blinds of Austin
(512) 593-5505
budgetblinds.com

ATTORNEY - ESTATE 
PLANNING, PROBATE
Robbins Estate Law
(512) 851-1248
RobbinsEstateLaw.com

BANK / MORTGAGE / 
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Amarillo National 
Bank - (Austin)
(512) 347-1959
ANB.com

CLEANING &  
MAKE-READY SERVICES
Personal Castles 
Cleaning Services
(512) 905-1110
www.personal-castles.com

CLEANING SERVICE
Reliable Cleaning Service
(512) 371-9922
RCS-Austin.com

CLOSING GIFTS
Patton Sides - Cutco 
Closing Gifts
(832) 725-0095
PattonSharp.com

CONTRACTING SERVICES
OnePoint Alliance
(512) 709-0095
OnePointAlliance.com

CUSTOM BUILDER
Atlas Custom Homes
(409) 789-1771
AtlasHomesATX.com

EVENT VENUE
Lodgewell
(512) 522-8747
Lodgewell.co

FLOORING & TILE
Total Pro Flooring
(512) 567-8237
TotalProFlooring.com

GARAGE MAKEOVERS
Koncept Garage
(512) 400-4266
KonceptGarage.com

HOME INSPECTION
TLC Home Inspections
(512) 887-2663
TLCInspectors.com

HOME ORGANIZATION & 
DECLUTTERING SERVICE
Koncept Garage
(512) 400-4266
KonceptGarage.com

HOME SECURITY/  
TECH INSTALLATIONS
Method Media Systems
(512) 745-3381
MethodMediaSystems.com

HOME STAGING & DESIGN
A2D - Addicted 2 Decor ATX
(512) 573-8416
Addicted2Decor.com

HOME WARRANTY
Guard Home Warranty 
- Miriam Hinson
(713) 597-0513
GuardHomeWarranty.com

INSURANCE
State Farm - Steve Vinklarek
(512) 452-0214
steveinsures.com

INSURANCE AGENCY
Kyle Rhodes - Allstate
(512) 537-5021
AllstateAgencies.com/
KyleRhodes

Ryan Landers - Landers 
Insurance Agency
(512) 454-4536
RyanLanders.com

State Farm - Carrie Welch
(512) 263-8485
CarrieWelch.com

Whorton Ins Services
WhortonINS.com

INVESTOR CAPITAL
Easy Street Capital
(240) 381-1944
EasyStreetCAP.com

LISTING PREPARATION 
SERVICES
Freemodel
Keely James Moore
(281) 793-0116

LUXURY RANCH LIVING
Big Easy Ranch
(979) 733-8635
BigEasyRanch.com

MORTGAGE
Leahy Lending - Ryan Leahy
(512) 543-2558
LeahyLending.com

The Wood Group of Fairway 
Independent Mortgage
(254) 933-9500
WoodGroupMortgage.com

Thrive Mortgage - Stacey Smith
(512) 750-4320
MortgageLoanHelpers.com

Waterstone Mortgage 
Corporation
(210) 510-8222
WaterstoneMortgage.com

Zander Blunt Team 
at PrimeLending
(512) 381-4642
ZanderBlunt.com

MORTGAGE BANKER
Guaranteed Rate - Tricia Worley
(214) 616-0448
Rate.com/TriciaWorley

MORTGAGE BROKER
Austin Reddin -  
Prodigy Mortgage
(936) 900-5636
LoansByProdigy.com

MORTGAGE PROFESSIONAL
Mortgage Professional 
Assoc. - Christina Beitler
(512) 689-8083
ChristinaBeitler. com

MORTGAGES
Aaron Thomas - NEO 
Home Loans
(830) 613-7337
AaronThomas.NEO 
HomeLoans.com

Jesse Lokken - Guaranteed 
Rate Affinity
(312) 285-6136
JesseLokken.com

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
John Lockhart Foundation
JohnLockhartFoundation.com

PIZZA / CATERING
Lefty’s Pizza
(512) 462-4222
LeftysPizzaKitchen.com

PRESSURE WASHING 
& WINDOWS
Proverbs 3:5 Pressure 
Washing & Exterior Cleaning
(512) 831-8295
Proverbs35pw.com

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
Champions School 
of Real Estate®
Rita Santamaria
(281) 893-4484
www.ChampionsSchool.com

REMODELING
Milestone Remodels
(512) 866-8010
MilestoneRemodels.com

RENOVATIONS
Renovation Sells Austin
(512) 488-5518
RenovationSells.com/Austin

Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – 
Tune in for free today

podcast.realproducersmag.com
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Jesse Lokken
NMLS# 425953

Originating Manager

(312) 285-6136
Jesselokken.com

WITH LOKKEN LOANS

Equal Housing Lender | © Guaranteed Rate Affinity 2022 | NMLS ID 1598647 | NMLS Consumer Access | Licensing Information

S� M�e H��
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Meet
The

Team
Jason Shelden

Publisher 
512-921-4701
jason.shelden 

@realproducersmag.com

Rory Hejtmanek
Photographer

Emily Eyob
Operations

Carol Whitney
Photographer

Elizabeth McCabe
Staff Writer 

Megan Taylor-DiCenzo
Staff Writer 

Erin Rystad
Content Director 

Leah Faye Blum
Photographer

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Austin Real 
Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company 
nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.
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Kaleigh Murr, a native 
of Northwest Austin, has 
seamlessly transitioned 
from the hospitality industry 
to the world of real estate, 
making a significant impact 
along the way. Her extensive 
knowledge of the local 
community, built from her 
early days at Hill Elementary 
and Anderson High 
School, gives her a unique 
advantage. Kaleigh cherishes 
her connection to the area, 
often reminiscing about 
her childhood passion for 
basketball—a love she has 
passed on to her daughter, 
Kira Jade, an aspiring 
gymnast and cheerleader.

“I still love basketball 
to this day, and so does my 
daughter,” Kaleigh shares 
with a warm smile. The 
sport is a shared passion that 
strengthens their bond.

Military Proud 

Kaleigh’s life took a 
transformative turn when 
she married her high school 
sweetheart, a military man. 
“I got married very young to 
a military man,” she reflects. 
The experience of being a 
military wife, particularly 
when giving birth to her 
daughter while her husband 
was stationed overseas in 
Afghanistan, taught her 
resilience. “It was one of the 
hardest, yet most rewarding 
times of my life,” she recalls. 
This period of her life 
instilled a sense of strength 
and adaptability that now 
defines her character. “It 
was a privilege being an 
Army wife,” she adds. Today, 

she takes great pride in the 
wonderful co-parenting 
atmosphere they have 
successfully established for 
their daughter.

Honing Her Skills  

in Hospitality 

Before embarking on her 
real estate journey, Kaleigh 
honed her skills in the 
hospitality industry. At Rose 
Room, a popular nightclub 
in Austin’s Domain district, 
she mastered the art of 
customer service. “I gained 
a lot of skills in customer 
service that you can’t teach 
anymore,” she notes. The 
importance of relationships, 
a vital component in both 
hospitality and real estate, 
became evident to her.

“Relationships are 
everything in real estate,” 
Kaleigh emphasizes. Her 
ability to make clients feel 
seen and valued has been a 
cornerstone of her success. 
“Getting into real estate 
has been a whirlwind that I 
have enjoyed – with markets 
high and low – and I have 
made it through.”

Making Her Mark in  

Real Estate 

As a full-time agent with 
Compass, Kaleigh continues 
to stay connected to her 
hospitality roots, dedicating 
hours each week to 
nurturing her community 
ties and expanding her 
client base. Whether 
interacting with people 
through the bar or during 
open houses, she thrives on 
building connections.

A Local Expert with Deep Roots

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

REAL PRODUCER RISING STAR

From HOSPITALITY
to REAL ESTATE

Kaleigh Murr
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Addicted 2 Décor ATX (A2D) is a full service luxury home 
staging & interior design firm in Austin, TX

(512) 573-8416
addicted2decor.com

create@a2d-addicted2decor.com
a2d_addicted.2.decor

facebook.com/addicted2decor

MAKE-READY+
CONCIERGE PROGRAMSM

Step 1) Clean and Stretch or Replace Carpets
Step 2) Clean Tile, Grout, and Hardwood Floors
Step 3) Power Wash Exterior Surfaces
Step 4) Wash and Shine Windows
Step 5) Deep Clean the Whole House

ONE CALL GETS IT DONE!
Call (512) 905-1110  |  www.personal-castles.com

Streamline the
Make-Ready Process
for a Faster Sale

“This is a game changer!”
- Wendy Mitchler, C21

:

Kaleigh drew a wealth 
of inspiration from her 
experience at Twelve Rivers 
Realty, collaborating with 
some of the key players in 
the Austin real estate market. 
In early 2024, she made a 
transition to The Weiss Group 
with Compass, where she is 
continuing to establish her 
presence and broadening her 
influence. Her client-focused 
approach and determination 
are evident in her dedication 
to both her family and career. 
“I’m trying to be the best I 
can be—for my daughter, for 
myself, and for my clients,” 
she asserts.

A Rising Star 

For Kaleigh, the adventure 
in real estate is just 
beginning. Her commitment 
to building relationships 
and providing outstanding 
service shines through as 
she grows her network and 
forges her path as a Rising 
Star in the Austin real estate 
market. Kaleigh has also 
proudly raised over $5k 
dollars through her charity 
efforts. The future holds 
exciting possibilities for 
Kaleigh, and her journey 
is one to watch with 
anticipation. 

“GETTING INTO 

REAL ESTATE 

HAS BEEN A 

WHIRLWIND THAT 

I HAVE ENJOYED 

– WITH MARKETS 

HIGH AND LOW – 

AND I HAVE MADE 

IT THROUGH.”
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With decades of experience cleaning real 
estate homes, we are a trusted partner in 
making properties showroom-ready. 

We offer professional, tenured cleaning 
specialists for all your cleaning needs. 
Our job is to make your property look 
amazing and to improve your
customer’s experience!

First Impressions Matter

SERVICING THE AUSTIN AREA SINCE 1993

WE TAKE CARE OF IT ALL

Reach out to us today to
see how we can help you
512-371-9922
rcs-austin.com

Closing Gifts

The sharpest guy you know,

Patton Sides

832-725-0095
www.pattonsharp.com
www.cutcoclosinggifts.com 



Austin Real Producers • 2120 • January 2025

REAL Producer Recognition Badges Are Here! 

If you are a REAL Producers-nominated  
vendor partner, you can use this logo on your  

business card! Reach out to us at  
TeamAustin@RealProducersMAG.com!

If you are a top 500 producer in the Austin 
market, reach out to us, and we will supply you 
with this logo to use in your marketing efforts! 

TeamAustin@RealProducersMAG.com

AUSTIN REDDIN
13740 Research Blvd Building E, Suite 1 Austin, TX
Business Phone: (512) 502-5444
Cell Phone: (936) 900-5636  •  Fax: (512) 366-9832
Website: www.LoansbyProdigy.com
Email: Austin@LoansbyProdigy.com

FROM START TO FINISH, AUSTIN’S TOP 
PRODUCERS & CLIENTS ARE IN GREAT HANDS.

TRY A MORTGAGE BROKER TODAY! 
LOW WHOLESALE RATES & FEES, EXTENSIVE 
LENDING OPTIONS WITH QUICK CLOSINGS 
AND FIVE STAR CUSTOMER SERVICE.

NMLS #1196854. All rights reserved. This is not an o�er to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to change without notice. 
All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Lender.

& AD DESIGNIN MAGAZINE

But don’t just take our 
word for it. Take theirs.

n2co.com
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Austin O�ce
8000 Centre Park Dr. Ste. 220

Austin, TX 78754

Marchelle Levy
(512) 567-5442

WELCOME TO
CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE

YO U R  A L L - S TA R  O N L I N E  C L O S I N G  T E A M
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For Matt Richard, life in Austin, Texas, has been a journey of 
transformation. Since his move to Austin in 2015, Matt has 
redefined himself, trading years of struggle with addiction 
for a life of purpose, passion, and success in the luxury real 
estate world. Today, as a rising agent with Kuper Sotheby’s 
International Realty, he balances the joy of fatherhood, a 
thriving career, and a commitment to helping others.

Matt’s journey to Austin began with a life-changing 
decision. After battling addiction for a decade, he checked 
into a wilderness-based addiction treatment program in the 
backcountry of Utah, where he spent four transformative 
months. “It was such a profound experience. Quite frankly, it 
gave me my life back. I wouldn’t be who or where I am today 
without it,” he says. Seeking a supportive environment to 
transition back into everyday life, he moved into a sober living 
home in Austin—a city that offered a new environment not too 

far from home in Lafayette, Louisiana. This decision proved 
pivotal. “Austin was the perfect place to restart my life,” he adds.

Matt had visited Austin a handful of times in college, 
unaware that his life and career would soon take root there. 
In the beginning, he took on low-stress jobs to ease into this 
new chapter and regain his footing. His career started to gain 
momentum at a luxury car dealership, where he worked in 
sales at Jaguar Land Rover. It was there that he met a pivotal 
figure in his journey: Wade Giles, a top real estate agent in 
Austin. This chance meeting would eventually open the door to 
an unexpected career in real estate.

Opportunity Knocks 

After purchasing a car from Matt, Wade saw something special 
in the young salesman. Just a few months later, he reached 
out with an offer. Seeing a promising opportunity, Matt didn’t 

Sobriety, Sales, and a New Start: Matt Richard’s 
Path to Success with Sotheby’s International Realty
Sometimes the most difficult paths lead to the most beautiful destinations.

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

REAL PRODUCER 

Matt 
Richard
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It was such 
a profound 

experience. Quite 
frankly, it gave me 

my life back.

hesitate. He put in his notice at the dealership, enrolled in real 
estate classes, and quickly obtained his license. By late 2019, he 
had fully committed to real estate, shadowing his mentor and 
soaking up all he could about the industry.

“I got a Harvard education in real estate in a few short years,” 
Matt recalls. Under mentorship, he learned to work with savvy 
clients, handle transactions, and gradually build his own client 
base. Over three years, the duo expanded from two to a bustling 
group of seven. Matt took on responsibilities beyond sales, 
training new agents and delving into other sides of the business.

Expanding His Horizons Professionally and Personally 

Life’s personal milestones soon followed. In the midst of his 
career shift, Matt met his wife, Briana, as he was starting his 
real estate business. They started dating, and after a couple 
years together, Matt began ring shopping to surprise her. Then 
life threw them a surprise: Briana was pregnant with their 
first child. Matt remembers walking through the door late one 
morning, seeing Briana on the couch, and instantly guessing 
the big news. Soon after, he proposed.

Amid the uncertainty of the pandemic, they opted for an 
intimate ceremony at a quiet, romantic spot in East Austin, just 
the two of them, before welcoming their first daughter, Aila, a 
week later. Two years after that, they welcomed their second 
daughter, Margot, making Matt a proud ‘girl dad.’ “Becoming 
a husband and father has given my life such purpose,” Matt 
shares. “My girls are my world… and, apparently, my toughest 
negotiators too.”

In 2022, Matt felt it was time to branch out independently. 
He remained with Moreland Properties, navigating a market 
downturn that made the shift from team member to solo agent 
even more challenging. “Going out on my own in a down 
market tested my adaptability in ways I hadn’t anticipated. It 
was tough to find my rhythm,” he admits. Without the team’s 
marketing and operational support, he took on multiple roles—
balancing client acquisition, negotiations, marketing and daily 
logistics—all while adapting to shifting market conditions.

Joining Sotheby’s 

In the fall of 2023, Matt joined Kuper Sotheby’s 
International Realty, drawn by the global brand’s prestige 
and extensive network. “It’s been a great move,” he 
says. “Working with Sotheby’s has elevated my business 
and connected me to a powerful network with the 
best resources. The name opens doors, allowing me 
to focus on what I love—working with clients.”

More than half of Matt’s business today is buyer-focused. 
For him, guiding clients through the home buying process 
is more than just a transaction — it’s about building lasting 
relationships. “I really enjoy working with buyers,” he says. 
“I feel it’s such a responsibility to guide them and to be a true 
advocate for them.”

From his years of struggle to his achievements in real 
estate, Matt’s journey reflects resilience, growth, and 
gratitude. With the support of his family and the community 
he’s embraced in Austin, he continues to push forward — 
proving that with determination and the right mindset, new 
beginnings are possible.
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OUR PEOPLE ARE WHAT MAKE US GREAT!
LET’S GET TO KNOW OUR PEOPLE!

Alexis Shirley
Business Development Officer
alexiss@capstonetitletx.com
512-965-1763

How long have you been in the title industry?
I joined the title industry about 6 months ago. However, my family has owned 

and operated title companies for three generations and my mom has been a 
realtor here in Austin for 25 years!

 
What is your favorite part of your job? 

My favorite part of my job is getting to meet, know and be of service to 
people. From clients to coworkers, I find so much joy being allowed to 
make lifelong connections and provide value to people every day.

What do you enjoy doing 
outside of work? 
Outside of work, I enjoy working 
out outdoors, and having 
memorable adventures with 
friends and family.
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Thank you to all our Real Producers who 
came out and helped to make our event a 

great success!
A Huge Thank You to our Sponsors, 

Gagne Wealth Management Group, Kyle 
Rhodes with Town Lake Insurance - 

Allstate , and SouthStar Bank .

Cover Release Party 
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Proudly Serving the Austin
Area for Over 23 Years

"No matter what the situation
with your listing, buyer, or seller,
we always do the right thing." 

TotalProFlooring.com
512.567.8237
info@totalpro�looring.com

Proud Sponsors of Platinum top 50 and Luxury League

Platinum Top 50
Partner of the Year

Total Pro Flooring is a proud sponsor of
     Platinum Top 50
     Award Winning Agents
     Luxury League

85% of all of our business comes from 
Real Estate Agents like you!
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Rise Title is a full-service title company, proudly born in the capitol of
Texas. At Rise Title we are committed to the success of each client.

We are consistently seeking ways to make title service more
convenient and more special, for clients, real estate agents, and

everyone else involved in the transaction.

1 3 17  W 6TH ST.  AUST IN  TX
RISETITLEOFTEXAS.COM

We're Not Your
Ordinary Title Company

(512) 474-2362
REDEFINING TITLE

Rise Title is a full-service title company, proudly born in the capitol of
Texas. At Rise Title we are committed to the success of each client.

We are consistently seeking ways to make title service more
convenient and more special, for clients, real estate agents, and

everyone else involved in the transaction.

1 3 17  W 6TH ST.  AUST IN  TX
RISETITLEOFTEXAS.COM
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T
hanks to a $500 inheritance, 
Wende Parks found a love of 
real estate, a full-time career, 

and a beautiful way to honor her 
grandmother’s memory. 

Before entering real estate, Wende 
enjoyed a decades-long career in 
modeling. In the 90s, she spent her 
school year at the University of Texas 
and summers abroad based in Germany. 
As an international model, she was 
featured in German Marie Claire and 
Vogue among other publications; and 
she (along with her three look-a-like 
sisters) had television holding deals with 
Fox and Disney. “Modeling was the best 
job,” she remembered. “I was able to 
travel and explore new cultures. I was 
also able to pay for my college education 
completely debt-free.”

After graduation, Wende traveled 
to Dallas and California, flying directly 
for modeling opportunities both 
international and domestic. “I floated 
around and felt like I was always out of 
town for work,” she recalled, “but I was 
getting homesick and wanted to be cozy 
at home with my golden retriever, Lulu. 
As a fifth generation Texan, I wanted to 
return to Texas and find a way to have 
one foot in Austin, permanently.”

So, Wende moved back to Austin 
in late 2001, but it was a challenge 
to find an apartment that would 
accept big dogs. At the same time, her 
grandmother was estate planning and 
decided to give her grandchildren 
their inheritance early. “She wanted 
to see what we would do with it,” 
Wende shared. “She gave me $500, and 
I decided to get my real estate license, 
which was exactly $500 at the time.” 

During her first year back in Austin, 
Wende looked for real estate investment 
opportunities. Her very first deal in 2003 
turned out to be a little house for herself 
in Bouldin Creek. “I learned everything 
you should and should not do in that 
deal,” Wende recalled.

She still has that house over 20 
years later. “When my fiancé proposed 
to me, I said, Wait! I’m not selling 
my house,” she laughed. “Honestly, 
he’s the most spectacular person. We 
split our time between his house in 
Westlake and my house in Bouldin 
Creek. It is the best of both worlds, 
hill country and downtown!” 

Wende met her fiancé at a mutual 
friend’s house. A friend pointed across 
the pool and told Wende they were 
going to push him in. “She left out some 
key information that he was a collegiate 

Grandma’s Inheritance
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wrestler and a retired Navy SEAL,” 
Wende laughed. “When I pushed him in, 
I saw a flash and ended up in a headlock 
at the bottom of the pool. When we got 
to the surface, he said, ‘What’s your 
name?’ and the rest is history.” 

At first, Wende didn’t know real estate 
would ultimately become a career for 
her. “I thought maybe I would become 
an investor and continue modeling,” she 
explained, “but after my first transaction, 
I felt a passion for the deal…and soon it 
turned into a full-time job.”

She started at Keller Williams. “They 
were flexible and didn’t have minimum 
requirements on sales,” Wende recalled. 
In 2006, she met developers in South 
Austin (78704) who asked her to join 
them as their exclusive listing agent. 
Unfortunately, 2007-2008 saw a market 
shift; it wasn’t a great time for big 
developments. “I didn’t realize what 
was happening but I knew our sales 
were slowing down,” Wende explained. 
“I brought the listings to Moreland 
Properties to get help marketing them.”

Within months, the developers 
realized they couldn’t finish building, 
and Wende had luckily moved to 
Moreland and was able to restart 
building her real estate business. “That 
was about five years after getting my 
real estate license,” she said. “Every 
year, my business does a little bit 
better, and grows a little bit more. I 
am not afraid to say that continuing to 
earn my clients and their trust is a lot 
of hard and intense work for me. And 
I learn something new with each and 
every deal.”

Wende is a humble agent with savvy 
and charm. She embodies Austin’s 
best qualities. She was also selected 
as a member of the Elite 25 in 2024. 
According to their website, “This 
prestigious organization is home to 38 
elite professionals who represent the 
top 0.2% of agents from Austin’s leading 
brokerages. With proven track records, 
unmatched reputations, extensive 
networks, and exclusive access to off-
market properties, Elite 25℠ agents 
work with the most discerning buyers 
and sellers, representing Austin’s most 
exclusive properties.”

As a fifth generation 

Texan, I wanted to 

return to Texas and find 

a way to have one foot 

in Austin, permanently.
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“I’m proud to have finally made it 
to the Elite 25,” Wende shared. “I cried 
when they told me I made it. This job 
is one of the most rewarding jobs. 
Houses are one of the biggest personal 
investments people make, and I’m 
honored to be a part of that.”

Wende takes on elite challenges as 
well. After running several marathons, 
including Boston and New York, she 
soon escalated to a full Ironman and is 

currently tackling ultramarathons and 
other high endurance adventure sports 
in the far reaches and most austere 
environments in the world. Most recently 
she spontaneously conquered the Grand 
Canyon Rim-to-Rim, ran a 100-mile run 
along the historic Bataan Death March 
route in the Philippines in under 24 hours, 
and ran an 80-kilometer race through the 
mountains in Patagonia (twice!). She is 
also a dog lover. Sadly, Lulu passed away 

in 2010 and Lola (one of her rescue pups) 
passed away in 2023. Now, Wende spends 
her time playing with Lola’s twin brother, 
Lalo, all around Austin.

Wende didn’t know real estate would 
turn into a passion. “I thought maybe I 
would become a real estate investor and 
continue modeling,” she explained, “but 
here I am. Grandma’s inheritance got 
me here.” And Wende’s hustle, honesty, 
and professionalism keep her going.

I learned everything 

you should & should 
not do in that deal.
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