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O R  S C A N  F O R  M O R E  D E TA I L S

www.FOREVERext.com

Team Of 
Professionals 

Who Understand 
The Real

Estate Market:
There To

Serve You 

OUR EXCLUSIVE
SERVICE INCLUDES:

GIVE US AN OPPORTUNITY
TO SERVE YOU

Video assessments. 

Exterior inspections. 

Onsite Maintenance repairs. 

Excellent communication 

Full service Insurance
claim handling

Roofing, siding, gutter
replacements and repairs.
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners

BAR & SPECIALTY SERVICES
Lillibell Digital Marketing
(720) 384-4859

CLOSING ATTORNEY
The Forsyth Law Firm
(770) 781-2576

CLOSING GIFTS
Gratitude Goodies
(404) 667-7587

COMMERCIAL PRINTING 
& MARKETING
Accent Graphics, Inc
(770) 455-3366

EVENT SERVICES
North Georgia Event Solutions
(614) 623-4279

FENCING & GATES
Stand Strong Fencing 
of Northeast Atlanta
(404) 986-8895
NE Atlanta (470) 748-0355
NE GA (706) 553-1841

FLOORING
HOLBROOK FLOORING 
& DESIGN
(404) 732-5850

HARDWOOD FLOORING
FATHER & SON FLOORS LLC
(470) 214-9300

HOME INSPECTION
Blue Ridge Home Inspections
(706) 633-3377

Broadview Home Inspections
(470) 505-9089

Safe Home Inspections, LLC
(404) 301-3826

HOME PREPARATION 
SERVICES
HOME STRETCH NE ATLANTA
(404) 683-6195

INSURANCE - AUTO, 
HOME, BUSINESS & LIFE
Clear View Insurance Agency
(470) 423-8634

INSURANCE/FINANCIAL
Lillibell Financial
(303) 819-6059

MORTGAGE BROKER
JOHNS CREEK MORTGAGE, LLC
(678) 632-0080
www.johnscreekmortgage.com

Pennix Mortgage
(404) 451-1250

OUTDOOR LIGHTING
Lighting Pros
(678) 884-9775
www.thelightingpros.com

REAL ESTATE COACHING
Jessica Wade Real 
Estate Coaching
(888) 959-9461

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION 
COORDINATOR
Elite Closing Solutions
(470) 299-3995

RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY 
HOME BUILDER
LENNAR
(470) 217-1745

RESTORATION SPECIALISTS
Northeastern Restoration
(678) 654-1328

RESTORATION/ RENOVATION
PuroClean of North 
Metro Atlanta
MARCUS BROWN
(470) 298-4645

ROOFING & ROOF REPAIR
RoofServ
(678) 451-2134

ROOFING, SIDING, 
AND GUTTERS
FOREVER Exteriors
(833) 438-3700

WINDOW/EXTERIOR 
HOME CLEANING
SHINE OF NORTH GEORGIA
(678) 898-0802
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Meet
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Nick Stevens

Owner/Publisher
Elizabeth McCabe

Writer
Jessica Wellar 

Writer

Have an Idea? 

Want to pitch, 

nominate or 

share a really cool 

story with our 

readers? Scan the 

QR code below to 

share with our 

Publisher.

Zach Constant 
Videographer

Dan Allsup
Ad and Content Manager

gratitudegoodies.com
Gratitudegoodies@gmail.com

404-667-7587

Gratitude Goodies,
WHERE BRANDING IS

ALWAYS FREE!

Contact Us
Today!

We specialize in Realtor Closing Gifts

We Create

Corporate Gifts For

FRIENDS & Clients,
CustomCustom

Like You.Like You.

Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – Tune in for free today

podcast.realproducersmag.com

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 
Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers 
magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the 
publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.
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At The Lighting Pros, we help homes shine their 
brightest to attract buyers and impress clients. 
From timeless fixtures to modern designs, we 
provide lighting solutions that elevate every 
space. Partner with us to illuminate your listings 
and make every showing glow.
Our Services Include:
• Custom Indoor & Outdoor Lighting
• Fixture Selection & Installation
• Energy-Efficient LED Upgrades
• Landscape & Accent Lighting
• Lighting Design Consultations
• Gemstone Lights (Permanent, Customizable 

Led Lights Controlled From Your Phone)

Visit us at thelightingpros.com or call today!

678-884-9775

Brighten Every
Home Sale with
Perfect Lighting
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It’s my honor to bring Real Producers to the north and 
northeast Georgia area and to celebrate everything that makes 
you all an outstanding part of the Mountains, Lakes & Athens 
Real Estate Community. I look forward to highlighting your 
accomplishments, encouraging your dreams and recognizing 
you for your continued excellence in serving your clients. 

Real Producers is now 10 years old, having started as a 
simple idea in 2015 in Indianapolis and has spread across the 
nation like wildfire. The Real Producers community is now 
available in over 140 locations and is changing the way the real 
estate community interacts across America. As we embark on 
this journey together, I promise to create platforms to connect 
this community and forums to recognize and celebrate what 
makes each one of you iconic. In years to come, I hope to 
interview every one of you so that I can share your success 
stories in future issues. I also look forward to celebrating you at 
our events, providing tools and connections to help you grow 
your business, and representing your passion for this industry 
that we all share. 

Here are some quick facts about Real Producers:

•	 DISTRIBUTION: This magazine will arrive in the mailboxes 
of the TOP 300 agents in the Mountains, Lakes & Athens 
communities of north and northeast Georgia each month. 
These 300 agents are determined through compiled MLS 
data from 2024. If you are receiving a hard copy of the 
publication, it is because you belong to an elite group and 
represent the best of the best in our industry!

•	 CONTENT: This publication is all about YOU, the Mountains, 
Lakes & Athens real estate community. We will be writing 
personal and unique stories about members of this 
community, giving you a platform to inspire greatness in 
others. As we grow, we will continue to add fresh content 
focused entirely on the top agents and our Preferred 
Partners. We have NOTHING to sell to real estate agents as 
it is absolutely FREE to be featured in this publication. To be 
featured, the agents must be nominated by a peer, leader, 
or influencer in the local real estate market. We always 
encourage nominations and love to hear about agents who 
are making a huge impact in our market.

•	 PREFERRED PARTNERS: Anyone listed as a “Preferred 
Partner” in the index of this publication will also be a part 
of this exclusive community. You will see them advertised in 
every issue, attending our private events, and being a part 
of our online community. We do not cold call businesses 
off the street to join us, nor do we allow any business 
that approaches us to be a part. One or many of you have 
recommended every single one of these Preferred Partners 
that you see in this publication. Our goal is to give you as 
many resources as possible to add to your arsenal so that 
you always remain that trusted referral source to your 
clients and customers. 

•	 EVENTS: Along with our monthly publication, we will be 
hosting various social and educational events throughout 
the year. Our goal is to bring the best of the best together 
while supporting our local communities. And we fully intend 
to have a good time doing it! We will be communicating 
information on upcoming events through the publication, 
monthly emailed newsletter and social media. 

•	 CONTRIBUTION: If you are interested in contributing, 
nominating REALTORS®️ for certain features, know of 
additional top-notch affiliate partners who would be a great 
fit for our community, or would simply like to learn more, 
please reach out to me anytime. I look forward to meeting 
with every one of you in the future. I would also like to give 
a HUGE THANK YOU to the Preferred Partners who jumped 
on board with us so that we could bring Mountains, Lakes & 
Athens Real Producers to life. Also, a huge shout-out to my 
team that pulled this together without much guidance. You 
all are incredible and this first issue is dedicated to you!

I appreciate you all and I look forward to seeing you all at 
our launch party coming soon!

NICK STEVENS

Owner/Publisher
Mountains, Lakes & Athens Real Producers
Nick.Stevens@RealProducersMag.com
www.MountainsLakesAthensRP.com
470-423-8634

LET’S CHAT 
ABOUT WHO WE ARE 
AT REALPRODUCERS!
BY NICK STEVENS

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

We are a boutique law firm that focuses on three areas:

We combine these areas for our clients to maximize their asset 
protection now and in the future!  If you own any real estate we are 

a one stop shop for your investing and asset protection needs!

www.forsyth-law.com • 770.781.2576

Real Estate Closings, Estate Planning
and Asset Protection.

Maria
Keller,
Founder

The Paramedics of 
Property Damage®

WATER  •  FIRE  •  MOLD     BIOHAZARD

Trauma/Sewage Cleanups

Reconstruction

Pack outs & content cleaning
(We restore back to pre-loss condition)

Residential & Commercial Properties 
(No territory!) 

We cover from metro to mountains!

24/7 emergency services Call (470) 298-4645   |   www.PuroClean.com/NMA

Fully Licensed, Certified & Insured

25 Years In Business

Specializing in custom new 
homes & remodeling since 2004

Locally owned and operated by 
Brian & Trisha Holbrook

404-732-5850
Holbrookflooring@gmail.com

Holbrook Flooring & Design

Luxury Vinyl Plank   |   Carpet   |   Tile   |   Hardwoods & Refinishing
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Long Term Care

Income Options, Income For Life

Tax Deferred Growth 

(303) 819-6059
www.lillibellfinancial.com

michelle@lillibellfinancial.com

L. Michelle Doherty
Lillibell Financial

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
“Helping Women secure their retirement

and how to enjoy it”

Let Elite Closing Solutions 
be your perfect match to 

make a Realtors life easier 
from contract to close!

Founder & CEO

CALL 470.299.3995
eliteclosingsolutions.com

Melisa Vinke,Melisa Vinke,

Our Realtors Make More
Money & Have More Time

Northeast Atlanta: (404) 986-8895 Northeast Georgia: (706) 553-1841

REALTOR Why is Stand Strong Fencing a 
great Realtor partner?

What do we offer to you - the Realtor?
• A trusted vendor that delivers a hassle-free experience for your customer each 
step of the process; including consultation, financing, installation and warranty. 

• A positive fencing experience increases your customers’ overall satisfaction 
with the build process.

What do we offer to your customer - the homeowner?
• Quality manufacturing vendors that offer a wide array of 

Products, Price Points, and Design Options!
• A dedicated contact that helps your customer make an 

educated purchase decision that they will Love!

More reasons to choose Stand Strong Fencing!
• We use Physical Samples so customers can See It before they Buy It!

• Every job comes with Stand Strong Certified Installation, Lifetime 
Workmanship Warranty and a Manufacturer Backed Warranty!

• National Buying Power that leads to great value for your customers!

Braselton  •  Hoschton  •  Buford  
•  Cumming  •  Lawrenceville
•  Dacula  •  Flowery Branch

Athens  •  Monroe  •  Watkinsville
•  Loganville  •  Jefferson  •  Winder  

•  Commerce  •  Hartwell
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W
hen it comes to the roofing 
industry, nothing beats old-
fashioned customer service. 

In a world where AI reigns supreme 
and chatbots substitute for humans, 
owners Mark Barth and Randy Prather 
of FOREVER Exteriors know there’s no 
substitute for trusted and true personal 
connection with clients.

The professionals at this  
growing company emphasize 
integrity, communication, and 

Offers Professionalism 
with a Personal Touch

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

community engagement, creating a 
standout experience for both clients 
and employees.

The Personal Touch

Mark Barth highlights why  
FOREVER Exteriors stands out in a 
competitive market.

“It’s the personal touch,” he 
explains. “We’re extremely thorough, 
communicate exceptionally well, and 
document every step of the process. 

Our clients are always in the loop  
with videos, photos, and diagrams  
that make the experience transparent 
and stress-free.”

This emphasis on clear and 
consistent communication ensures 
that clients feel confident throughout 
their project. “We really engage our 
clients to make sure they’re not just 
satisfied but truly informed and 
involved,” says Mark. He extends the 
same consideration to Real Producers. 

Exteriors 
FOREVER 

“We work with dozens of agents 
by providing free assessments,” says 
Mark. “We also have quick repairs, 
quick estimates, and fast turnover in 
situations when things need to get done 
exceptionally fast.” 

A Company Built on Integrity

Mark, who grew up in the Midwest 
enduring harsh weather, understands 
the importance of durable materials 
that stand the test of time. After nearly 
16 years in the exterior remodeling 
industry, he founded FOREVER Exteriors 
to create a company where both clients 
and employees could thrive.

“I wanted to build a company that 
fulfills its commitments—not just to 
clients but also to the employees who 
make it all possible,” Mark shares.

FOREVER Exteriors focuses on storm 
restoration, roofing, siding, gutters, 
soffits, and fascia. Their goal is to 
provide maintenance-free solutions 
tailored to homeowners’ needs. The 
company also handles retail and new 
construction projects, ensuring quality 
and expertise across various services.

Investing in People

For Mark and Randy, the success of 
FOREVER Exteriors is about more than 
just projects completed—it’s about 
relationships built. They love what they 
do. “It’s the people,” says Mark.

“As a business, we serve two types 
of clients,” Mark says. “The public, 
where we get to know families and 
our employees.” He and his team 
enjoy getting to know customers and 
helping them with their project needs. 
Mark also enjoys helping contractors 
and sales representatives provide for 
their families and excel in their work. 
“Watching countless lives change 
financially” is nothing short of priceless. 
“It’s just fun to help people,” adds Mark. 

The company fosters a supportive 
culture where personal development 
is a priority. Trips, incentives, and a 
lucrative pay structure are just some 
ways they engage their team. Families 
play a central role as well—Mark’s 
wife, Shara, manages marketing with 
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a personal touch, and their daughter, 
Autumn, contributes to the business.

Expanding Horizons

FOREVER Exteriors has grown rapidly, 
with operations in Georgia, the 
Carolinas, Wisconsin, and beyond. 
Managing locations across states 
requires patience, trust, and a strong 
company culture.

“Success comes down to having the 
right people,” says Mark. “We have 
a respectful, responsible team that 
shares our mindset of professionalism 
and care.”

While Mark focuses on expanding the 
Southeast and Midwest markets, Randy 
oversees the Wisconsin operations 
and leads the company’s growing 
commercial building department. With 

nearly two decades of construction 
experience, Randy brings deep 
knowledge and dedication to his role.

A Commitment to Community

FOREVER Exteriors doesn’t just 
provide roofing solutions—they build 
trust. By working closely with real 
estate agents and helping them with 
their concerns, they become a reliable 
resource for their community.

“We focus on the things that irritate 
people when working with contractors,” 
Mark says. “By addressing these 
concerns, we’ve earned our reputation 
as trusted partners.”

Building Relationships

At FOREVER Exteriors, it’s about more 
than building homes—it’s about building 
relationships. With professionalism, 
transparency, and a people-first 
approach, Mark Barth and Randy 
Prather have created a company that 
stands out in the industry. Whether 
they’re helping a family weatherproof 
their home or mentoring an employee, 
the team at FOREVER Exteriors proves 
that there’s no substitute for integrity 
and the personal touch.

For More Information:  

FOREVER Exteriors  

foreverext.com 

833-438-3700

”WE’RE EXTREMELY 

THOROUGH, COMMUNICATE 

EXCEPTIONALLY WELL, AND 

DOCUMENT EVERY STEP OF 

THE PROCESS. OUR CLIENTS 

ARE ALWAYS IN THE LOOP 

WITH VIDEOS, PHOTOS, AND 

DIAGRAMS THAT MAKE THE 

EXPERIENCE TRANSPARENT 

AND STRESS-FREE.”
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“It’s not just about me — 
it’s about the collective 
effort our group puts in,” 
says powerhouse Realtor 
and Team Leader Ashley 
Nalley of Sold By Ashley 
and Associates. 

Based in Watkinsville, 
Georgia, Ashley leads a 
close-knit crew under Keller 
Williams Greater Athens, 
where collaboration and 
efficiency forms the heart of 
their thriving business. 

Local Ties

Growing up in Oconee 
County, Ashley always 
had a strong connection 
to the Athens area, which 
eventually inspired her 
to launch her real estate 
career here. Before 
entering real estate, she 
spent years climbing the 
ranks at Athens Ford, 
starting as a salesperson 
and ultimately becoming a 
finance manager.

“I desired more control 
over my schedule and 
income,” Ashley shares about 
her decision to pivot careers. 
“I wanted to be able to make 
it to my son’s games and take 
time off during the holidays 
if I wanted.” 

The switch to real estate 
in July of 2021 offered Ashley 

Better 
Together

ASHLEY
WRITTEN BY JESS WELLAR 

PHOTOS BY BY ALLIE SANTOS

COVER STORY

the flexibility she craved, 
and with her extensive sales 
background, the transition 
was fairly seamless.

“Frankly, I was used to 
working long hours at Ford 
and the sales skill set was 
very similar. In general, I 
think with sales you just 
learn how to talk to people 
and everything else carried 
over,” she reflects.

Ashley credits her quick 
success to plenty of hard 
work and support from 
key mentors, including her 
boyfriend and brokerage 
CEO Brandon McEachern, 
the market center owner 
John Durham, and business 
coach David Bernal. She 
also knows she couldn’t 
have done it without God 
and his guidance on her 
and her business. 

“All three of these men 
have helped guide me to 

where I’m at today,” Ashley 
acknowledges gratefully.

Building The Dream Team
Ashley spared little time 

surrounding herself with 
exceptional talent as her 
business boomed. In just 3.5 
years, Ashley has built her 
team into an impressively 
efficient machine.

Ashley herself leads 
the team, supported by 
Lauren Arias, the Director 
of Operations, who ensures 
day-to-day operations run 
smoothly. Izzy Manso is the 
team’s Listing Manager and 
Staging Consultant, helping 
clients present their homes 
in the best possible light. 
Stephen Lambert serves as 
the Transaction Manager, 
expertly guiding contracts to 
completion with compliance. 
Alicia Davidson, Cindy 
Milner and Blake Smith work 
as Team Agents, providing 

NALLEY

With a STRONG TEAM behind 
me, you’re never waiting on just 
one person to handle everything.”
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clients with unparalleled 
guidance through the home-
buying and selling process. 

Ashley emphasizes the 
value of working together 
as a cohesive group to 
deliver exceptional client 
experiences with consistency. 

“With a strong team 
behind me, you’re never 
waiting on just one person 
to handle everything,” she 
explains. “It’s like having 
five of me working for 
you, which means faster 
responses, more efficiency, 
and a smoother experience 
for our clients.” 

Ashley also describes 
their team culture as 
dynamic and driven. 

“We go all in to make 
sure every client feels 

supported and confident,” 
she points out. 

Sold by Ashley and 
Associates’ collaborative 
approach has certainly 
paid off — Ashley’s team 
has closed 86 transactions 
as of this writing, totaling 
nearly $34 million in sales 
volume and surpassing 
their 2023 results by 
September. Ashley’s personal 
accolades include KW 
Southeast Region’s 2022 Top 
Performing Rookie of the 
Year, KW Greater Athens 
2023 & 2024 Top 1%, and the 
Athens Area Association of 
Realtors 2023 & 2024 Circle 
of Excellence award.

“For me, it’s not just about 
hitting milestones or making 
money; it’s about feeling 

fulfilled, having meaningful 
relationships, and making 
a positive impact,” Ashley 
emphasizes. “I love waking 
up excited for the day and 
going to bed proud of what I 
accomplished, knowing I’ve 
grown and stayed authentic 
along the way.”

A Personal Touch 

Ashley’s approach to real 
estate is rooted firmly 

in connection. Whether 
she’s helping a first-time 
buyer or a seasoned seller, 
Ashley combines clear 
communication, creative 
problem-solving, and strong 
negotiation skills to ensure 
the best outcomes. 

“What sets me apart is 
my ability to build genuine 
relationships and truly 
understand my clients’ 
needs,” she notes.

We go all in to make sure every 
client FEELS SUPPORTED 
and CONFIDENT.”
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Her advice for up and 
coming agents speaks 
directly to her own playbook 
as well. 

“Success is boring; put 
yourself in bigger rooms,” 
she suggests. “Don’t let 
anyone tell you your goals 
are unrealistic. Get a coach, 
read more books, and make 
an informed plan to reach 
your goals; accountability 
is essential.

“I still meet with my 
business coach regularly, 
too,” she continues. “I need 
him just as much now as I 
did when I first started.”

Outside The Office 

Off the clock, Ashley’s world 
revolves around her loved 

ones; her and her boyfriend, 
Brandon, have been together 
for years, and their 14-year-
old son, Miles, keeps them 
busy with sports. 

“We love going to UGA 
football games, and we also 
enjoy attending baseball 
and basketball games,” 
Ashley shares. “We’re big 
Dawg fans!”

The family’s miniature 
dachshund, Macie, is 
a playful part of their 
household as well, and 
always ready for a cuddle.

Ashley and her team are 
passionate about giving 
back to make a meaningful 
impact. They support several 
local organizations, including 
Kares 4 Kids, ESP, Special 

Olympics Georgia, and 
various local schools. Ashley 
is personally involved with 
Jefferson Church and values 
the sense of community and 
purpose it brings to her life.

As she looks ahead, 
Ashley’s vision for the future 
is big and bold. She remains 
focused on expanding her 
business while maintaining 
the personal touch that has 
defined her success. 

“I aim to maintain strong, 
personal connections with 
clients,” she affirms. “In 
the short term, I want to 
strengthen my team and 
deliver even better results. 
Long-term, I hope to build 
generational wealth and 
create a legacy of success, 

trust, and impact while 
mentoring other agents.

“Success is deeply 
personal and can look 
different for everyone,” she 
concludes. “For me, it’s about 
growing the people around 
me while growing myself, 
achieving my goals, and 
staying true to my values.”

Success is boring; 
put YOURSELF 
in BIGGER 
ROOMS.”
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MOUNTAINS, LAKES & ATHENS REAL PRODUCERS 

Holiday Party 
at Phoenix 
Systems

It was a pleasure to host our first ever 
Mountains, Lakes & Athens Real Producers 
Holiday Party at Phoenix Systems this 
year! We had a great crowd of Realtors and 
Partners present, enjoying each other’s 
company, networking, and giving thanks for 
the success that we’ve each had throughout 
the course of 2024. I’m especially thankful for 
each of the Realtors and Partners that have 
made launching Mountains, Lakes & Athens 
Real Producers in 2024 a true blessing!

Also, to showcase each of the Realtor 
features in our 2024 publications, we 
honored them with their framed articles. 
Elite Closing Solutions, Shine of North 
Georgia, Home Stretch of NE Atlanta, 
Forever Exteriors and Blue Ridge Home 
Inspections were our framed article 
sponsors. We enjoyed fantastic savory pies 
and dessert provided by Southern Baked Pie 
Co. The ladies from Nips & Sips mobile bar 
kept everyone’s glasses full. And, Phoenix 
Systems provided the fantastic venue and 
backdrop for our event, showcasing all of 
the fantastic services they offer to give your 
home that wow factor, whether it’s indoor 
or outdoor living!”

Be sure to check out our new personalized 

website for additional pictures and video 

content: www.mountainslakesathensRP.com 
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Where True Value Lies:
Above Ground

GREEN GRASS OR NOT, A NEW
ROOF SELLS THE HOUSE!

www.roofserv.com
678-451-2134

 Your Trusted Roofing 
Partner in North Georgia
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“As soon as I sold my first home, I 
fell in love with the profession,” says 
REALTOR® Udis Calderon with eXp 
Realty. “I like helping people become 
homeowners and helping them make 
the best decisions of a lifetime.” 

Udis discovered his passion in real 
estate a little over 3 years ago, finding 
his purpose in the process. In 2024, 
he topped over 12 million dollars 
in sales. He was led to real estate 
because of his father. 

“He had a few rental properties,” 
explains Udis, who admits he always put 
real estate on the back burner for quite 
some time. However, he has a heart for 
those relocating to the area and those 
from other countries. Udis made the 
journey himself decades ago. 

“I’m from El Salvador,” he explains. 
“I moved to the United States when 
I was 12 and it was a big challenge. I 
couldn’t speak English and had to learn 
everything from the school system to a 
new community. That helped me in my 
career because I can relate to a lot of 
my clients.” 

Just as Udis put down roots, he wants 
to help others do that as well. “I have 
truly loved this community. It has truly 
become my home away from home.” 
Now he is a resource of information to 
his clients. 

“I can provide some resources and 
be a trusting hand to help them,” he 
comments. Helping others is important 
to this go-getter.

There Are 
No Shortcuts 
to Success For

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH MCCABE 

PHOTOS BY NORTH GEORGIA PHOTOGRAPHY 

RISING STAR

“I always knew that I wanted to 
help people, but I wasn’t sure in what 
capacity,” he explains. Real estate 
gives him happiness as he helps others 
achieve the dream of homeownership. 

Life Before Real Estate

Prior to making the leap to real 
estate, Udis was an academic advisor 
at the University of North Georgia. 
He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Communications with a concentration 
in Public Relations from this same 
university. He then pursued a degree 
in Higher Education at the University 
of Tennessee before Covid rearranged 
his plans. 

“I wanted to work with first 
generation students going to college 
and not knowing what to do,” he says. 
“I wanted to provide that sense of 
belonging and welcome to students who 
had a similar background to me.” 

Initially, he worked as a resident 
advisor orientation leader before getting 
a job at the study abroad office, which 
led the way to academic advising. In 
real estate, Udis gets to help people with 
their life goals and real estate goals 
rather than their academic goals. 

Rising in Real Estate

Udis credits much of his success to his 
mentor, Jessica Wade. “She has shaped 
my career,” he says. “Jessica taught me 
how to obtain clients. Now I have the 
highest volume I’ve ever had in my 
real estate career. She also provides 
guidance when I have questions. She has 
been one of my greatest mentors and I 
will always be thankful for that.” 

In his business, Udis is most 
passionate about helping first-
time homebuyers. “There is a lot of 
misinformation out there,” he explains. 
As a first-time homebuyer this past year, 

UdisCalderon
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he knows how challenging it can be. He 
aims to make it a smooth and stress-free 
process for his clients. 

Helping Other Agents 

“I’m also passionate about helping other 
REALTORS®,” says Udis. As a newer 
agent, he understands how difficult it is 
to break into the industry. He is happy 
to provide assistance for other agents 
trying to find their way. 

“You have to surround yourself with 
people who are willing to help you 
navigate this industry,” he says. People 
also have to provide the resources and 
help needed for success. After all, there 
are no shortcuts to success. “That’s 
where a lot of people fall short,” he says. 

Beyond Real Estate

When he’s not working, Udis spends 
quality time with his family, including 
his younger sister, Myelin, who is the 
center of their world. “We love cooking 
together at home and reminiscing about 
old times,” he says. The family also visits 
El Salvador every year to reconnect with 
their roots.

For leisure, Udis turns to softball. 
“Whenever I’m not selling real estate, 
you can find me at a softball field,” he 
shares. “I play slow-pitch softball and 
travel across the U.S. for games. It’s 
my passion.”

A fun fact about Udis? He lived in 
China for two months during his junior 
year of college. “It was an amazing 
experience that helped me to see the 
world in a different perspective,” he 
says. It opened his eyes to adventure 
and broadening his horizons. 

Final Thoughts 

With his passion for helping others, Udis 
Calderon exemplifies what it means 
to be a Rising Star. From overcoming 
personal challenges to building a 
thriving real estate career, Udis shows 
that success is not achieved overnight—
it requires perseverance, hard work, 
and a commitment to excellence. 

“I WANTED TO WORK WITH FIRST GENERATION STUDENTS 

GOING TO COLLEGE AND NOT KNOWING WHAT TO DO. I WANTED 

TO PROVIDE THAT SENSE OF BELONGING AND WELCOME TO 

STUDENTS WHO HAD A SIMILAR BACKGROUND TO ME.” 
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NETWORK WITH OTHERS
Monday Feb. 24th, 2025 | 8:30AM - 3:30PM

BOOT BARN HALL GAINESVILLE,  GA

Network with industry leaders, engage with the 
speakers, and discover strategies that will help
you increase your business and have more time

for the things you love to do!
Jeb Blount, Keynote Speaker

Author of Fanatical Prospecting 

Jessica Wade, Keynote Speaker
Top 1% of Agents in the County

$30 COUPON
using promo code RP30

Sponsorship Opportunities Available

77 0-54 0-3641
www.thebigaha.co | info@thebigaha.co

ONE DAY REAL ESTATE
CONFERENCE

ONE DAY REAL ESTATE
CONFERENCE

FINDING SUCCESS IN YOUR BUSINESS AND AT HOME
THEBIGAHA.EVENTBRITE.COM

A FULL & COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH
We ask the questions and engage our clients to provide the most

efficient reporting, Q&A follow-up & overall client experience possible.

470-505-9089
broadviewhomeinspections.com

Buyer’s Inspection | Pre-Listing/Seller’s Inspection
Re-Inspections | 11-Month/Builder’s Warranty

New Construction Phase Inspections
Home Maintenance Inspection | Radon Testing
Loan Draw Inspection | Corporate Relocation

Thermal Imaging Services
SCOTT PRILLAMAN - OWNER

NORTH GEORGIA EVENT SOLUTIONS

NorthGAEventSolutions@gmail.com • 614-623-4279

North Georgia Event Solutions looks forward
to helping your event go off with a bang!

Call to discuss solutions that we offer



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

We find the Right Coverage for the Right Price!

SCAN TO
LEARN MORE

470-423-8634
Nick@ClearViewIns.com
12600 Deerfield Pkwy, Ste 100, Alpharetta, GA

We are continually adapting with the market &
adding carrier solutions to assist each client. 

Landlord
Insurance

Home or Condo
Insurance

Commercial

Partner with me to ensure your clients find the perfect 
coverage for their dream homes. Because every home 
deserves protection as strong as your dedication.

Call Nick the Insurance Guy today for tailored
insurance solutions! 

Love Your Clients?
PROTECT THEIR HOMES!


