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ANH PHOONG

Get Help
Now!

(866) GOT- PAIN

YOUR TRUSTED 
ADVOCATE 
for Off-Market 
Injuries
Personal Injury Lawyer
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These 
local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these 
businesses and thank them for supporting the Sacramento Real Producers REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners POOLS & SPAS
Premier Pools & Spas
(916) 852-0223
premierpoolsandspas.com

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZING
Home Method Co.
(916) 533-3315
homemethodco.com

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS/ 
PRINTED APPAREL
True Color Litho
(530) 409-1140
truecolorlitho.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Expert Property Management
Barry Mathis
(916) 813-7653
ExpertPropMgmt.com

Keyrenter Folsom 
Property Management
(916) 790-3300
keyrenterfolsom.com

M&M Property Management
Larry Brown
(916) 922-1525

REAL ESTATE MEDIA
House Cat Marketing
(916) 287-7042
housecatmarketing.com

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION 
COORDINATOR
ClipDocs Transaction 
Coordination
(818) 262-3225
clipdocs.net

REAL ESTATE VIDEO 
& PHOTOGRAPHY
Top Notch 360
(916) 807-3573
Topnotch360.com

REMODELING KITCHEN/BATH
Top Notch Tile
Carlos Navarro
(209) 400-5287

REVERSE MORTGAGE
American Pacific Reverse 
Mortgage Group
Liz Andersen
(916) 223-8869

SEPTIC SERVICES
Chuck’s Septic
(916) 624-8500
chucksseptic.com

STAGING
Premiere Home Staging
Nicole Runkle
(916) 300-0402

Simply Chic Staging
Danielle Martin
(916) 477-1167

TITLE COMPANY
Fidelity National Title
Jen Vicari
(916) 616-6755
norcalrealestate.com

First American Title
Erin Barton
(916) 798-4115

Placer Title
Matt Hargon
(530) 721-0094

VIDEO PRODUCTION
Steezd Media
(707) 225-1678
steezdmedia.com

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Sutter Wealth Management
Matthew Nadeau 
CFP®, CIMA®, MBA
(916) 757-6001
sutterwealthmanagement.com

WINDOW SERVICES
Window Screen Solutions
Rich Downing
(916) 906-2033

1031 EXCHANGE
Asset Preservation Inc
Jana Reyes
(916) 621-9880

ADU BUILDER
Nonna Homes
(720) 244-3567

AGENT SUPPORT
HomeLight
(510) 846-5200
HomeLight.com

WGE
(916) 519-1564

ARCHITECT
Greyscale Architecture
(916) 384-0595
Greyscaleinc.com

ATTORNEY/LAW FIRM
Phoong Law
(916) 475-6466

BLINDS/SHADES
Made in the Shade
Brando Guerrero
(515) 720-7042

BRAND PHOTOGRAPHER
Olha Melokhina Photography
(916) 288-5839
OlhaStudio.com

CABINET PAINTING
Wet Paint
Rick Orbea
(916) 439-2049

CLEANING SERVICE
Meticulosity Cleaning
Jennifer Prado
(916) 410-4740

COMMERCIAL INSPECTIONS
Sac Pro Home Inspections
(916) 333-0540
GoSacPro.com

CONSTRUCTION & 
REMODELING
Good Life Construction
(916) 833-1379

CPA SERVICES
Riolo & Associates
Dona Riolo
(916) 771-4134

CUSTOM CLOSETS, 
OFFICES & GARAGES
California Closets
(510) 763-2033
californiaclosets.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Hunts Electrical
(209) 366-4791
huntselectrical.com 
valleywashsystems.com

FLOORING
Roseville Floors and More
(916) 617-6035

The Flooring Station
(916) 526-2925
theflooringstation.com

GIFT BOUTIQUE
The Shop
(916) 260-6454
Theshopbydsi.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Paul Mesa Handyman Services
(916) 305-3922

HOME & TERMITE INSPECTION
CalPro Inspection Group
Andrea Quyn
(800) 474-3540

Capital Valley Termite
(916) 949-6911
capitalvalleytermite.com

Finley Home Services
(916) 741-2847

Sac Pro Home Inspections
(916) 333-0540
GoSacPro.com

Trifecta Home Services Corp.
(800) 610-3457
trifectahomeservices.com

HOME BUILDER
Meritage Homes
(916) 206-1005
meritagehomes.com

INSURANCE
Farmers Insurance Agency
Cristi Rodda
(916) 428-4520

Justin Turner - Goosehead 
Insurance
(951) 965-4651
Gooseheadinsurance.com\
justinturner

T.D. McNeil Insurance Services
Michael Colenzo
(916) 983-2561
TDMINS.com

INTERIOR DESIGN COMPANY
Pepperjack Interiors
Laura Neuman
(916) 834-9751

INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO
Design Shop Interiors
(916) 260-6454
DesignShopInteriors.com

JUNK REMOVAL
Junk Guys
(916) 471-4916
junkcalifornia.com

Junk King
(510) 316-3229

Kale’s Trash & Junk Hauling
(916) 295-2622
kalesjunkandtrashhauling.com

Longs Trash Hauling
Jim Long
(916) 206-7072
longstrashhauling.com

LISTING PREPARATION 
SERVICES
Freemodel
Laura Klein
(650) 740-1228

MORTGAGE / LENDER
Catalyst Mortgage
(916) 287-7777

Empire Home Loans
Heather Hunter-Jackson 
& Leo Whitton
(916) 952-1686
Empirehomeloans.com

Fairway Mortgage - 
Lucia Lending Team
(916) 730-6339

Kevin Oto - Green 
Haven Capital Inc.
(916) 476-6507
greenhavencap.com

Masters Team Mortgage
Krista Watson
(916) 988-5858
mastersteammortgage.com

Nathan Sibbet - Loan Depot
(916) 320-3952

Point Equity Residential Lending

Premier Mortgage Resources
Cailey Murschel
(530) 370-2421
pmrloans.com/cmurschel

Street Home Lending
Nick Street
(916) 705-8282
StreetHomeLending.com

Sumer
(916) 813-2243
Sumer@sumerhomeloans.com

West Shore Mortgage
(530) 682-4092
ilendsac.com

MOVING COMPANY
Fuller Moving Services
(916) 349-1119
fullermoving.com

House to Home Moving Inc.
(916) 484-1144
HouseToHomeMoving.com

NOTARY SERVICES
Notary Matters
(916) 990-6220

Junk Removal & Demolition

Refer us with confidence TODAY!
Ivan Kravtsov, Owner | 916.471.4916 | JunkCalifornia.com

#1 CHOICE OF SACRAMENTO JUNK REMOVAL & DEMOLITION

BROCHURES
BUSINESS CARDS
SIDEWALK SIGNS

PROMOTIONAL
MATERIALS

Promotional Materials

530.409.1140
cindy.cogil@truecolorlitho.com

truecolorlitho.com

That Drive Interest
& Close Deals

Start Y
our

Custom

Order

Today!

Paul Mesa Handyman Services
license # 112191

Turning 'For Sale'
into 'Sold'

with Every Repair!
Paul Mesa

916.301.3922
PaulMesa332@gmail.com

Handyman Services

Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – Tune in for free today
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Let Us Help You 
TAKE BACK YOUR TIME

916-536-7871

We Take Just About Everything!
Furniture Removal
Appliance Removal
Foreclosure Cleanouts
Television Disposal & Recycling

www.Junk-King.com

Watch our
TV Spot

1,500+
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Partnering with Top Producers
365 Days a Year

Empowering Dreams,
Delighting Clients

Sr. Mortgage Advisor/Real Estate Agent

SUMERL��

NMLS 1098154

916.813.2243

SumerHomeLoans.com

9401 E Stockton Blvd,
Suite 200

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but 
remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. 

Meet
The

Team
Katie MacDiarmid

Publisher

Olha Melokhina
Photographer

Zachary Cohen
Writer

Andrea Hoffman 
Ad Strategist

Maryssa Lappen
Director of Operations

Ashley Maxwell
Photographer

Sarah Nelson
Photographer

David Cornwell
Writer

Nick Ingrisani
Writer

Michele Jerrell
Content Coordinator

Rachel Lesiw
Photographer

Chris Menezes
Writer

Brandon Jerrell
Writer

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but 
remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

Follow us on our social channels for the latest info on exclusive 
events, newsmakers and more.
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F L O O R S  &  M O R E
R O S E V I L L E

Flooring Installation, Repair, & Maintenance
Hardwood  |  Luxury Vinyl Plank  |  Laminate  |  Trim

For Professional Floor Installation Call Today!

916.617.6035
rosevillefloorinstall.com

Transform Your Listings
with Our Flooring

Expertise

Enis & Narcissa Dzapo

Lic# 1117155

(916) 757-6001
sutterwealthmanagement.com

mnadeau@sutterwm.com
3500 Douglas Blvd #150, Roseville

Matthew Nadeau, CFP®, CIMA®, MBA
Partner – Wealth Advisor

Are taxes on capital gains holding 
your clients back from selling?

Are your clients tired of the hassles 
of property management?
Let us help you with our tax 
deferral solutions for the sale 
of investment/rental properties.

Securities o�ered through Kingswood Capital Partners LLC member FINRA/SIPC.

NEED SCREENS OR REPAIRS?
Call Rich Downing For A WOW 

Experience Today! 

916.906.2033. | windowscreensolutions.com

Re-Screen/New Screens 

Sliding Screen Doors 

80-90% SunScreens

Pet Tu� Screens

Sliding Glass Door Repair
 
Window Washing
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Time is Money. We’ll Save You Both.

Justin does the policy 
searching that fits your 
budget and needs from 
Auto to Life Insurance 
and everything in between.

America’s Highest-Rated Insurance Provider

951.965.4651
justin.turner@goosehead.com
1035 Sutton Way | Suite B | Grass Valley GET YOUR QUOTE TODAY!

SERVICES
• HOME INSPECTIONS

• TERMITE INSPECTIONS

• TERMITE TREATMENTS 

    & DRY ROT REPAIRS

• RODENT EXCLUSIONS

• GENERAL PEST CONTROL

• POOL/SPA INSPECTIONS

• SEWER LATERAL INSPECTIONS

• MOLD TESTING

• THERMAL IMAGING

(800) 474-3540  |  WWW.CALPROGROUP.COM

4.9 stars | 1,500 reviews

FREE $500 Gift Certificates for Your Clients
Realtors, boost client satisfaction by giving them a FREE $500 to The Flooring Station.

Scan the QR Code
to get signed up

T H R E E  S H O W R O O M S

���������������������
���������������������������������������
���

��������������������������������������������
�

�������������
��������������������
�������
�����������������������
�
�	�����������������������

��
��

��	���
��������������������
�
���
�����������������������
�
�	�����������������������

	����������������������������
�
�	����������������������

��� ��� ����������­
���������

�������­��

�������������������������������
���������

��
���	���������������������������
�������������������

����������������������������������������
��������������
	���



Sacramento Real Producers • 2120 • February 2025

Common Questions About 
Sacramento Real Producers 

ANNOUNCEMENT

Real Producers is a national concept 
currently open in 125 markets across 
the country. I wanted to take the time to 
answer some pretty common questions.

What is the purpose of Real Producers magazine? 

The mission of Sacramento Real Producers is simple. We strive 
to inform and inspire the top-producing real estate agents in 
the Sacramento market and connect them socially. We do this 
by telling their personal stories. How they have succeeded and 
failed. What drives them to achieve year in and year out. Where 
do they spend their time when they are not working and what are 
they passionate about other than real estate. We give local top-
producing REALTORS® a platform to tell their story in a way they 
have not been able to do so before.

The secondary focus is to provide an avenue for our affiliate 
partners to create and continue relationships with these top 
performers on a level that they might not be able to achieve on 
their own.

Who receives this magazine? 

This magazine is mailed to the top 500 producing agents in the 
greater Sacramento area according to volume each year. This is 
based on the 2023 MLS; the ranking is annual and resets every 
year. This year, the minimum production level for our community 
was over $8 million. Just to be included in this group is an 
accomplishment that testifies to your hard work, dedication  
and proficiency.

What is the process for being featured in the magazine? 

It’s really simple — you can nominate other REALTORS® (or 
yourselves!). We will consider anyone brought to our attention; 
we don’t know everyone’s story, so we need your help to learn 
about them! A nomination currently looks like this: You email us 
at katie.macdiarmid@realproducersmag.com with the subject 
“Nomination: (Name of Nominee).” Please explain why you are 
nominating them to be featured. It could be that they have an 
amazing story that needs to be told; perhaps they overcame 
extreme obstacles, they are an exceptional leader, have the best 
customer service, or they give back to the community in a big 

way. The next step is an interview with us to ensure 
it’s a good fit. If it all works out, then we put the wheels 
in motion for our writer to conduct an interview and 
write an article and for our photographers to schedule a 
photo shoot.

What does it cost to be featured? 

Zero, zilch, zip, nada, nil. It costs absolutely nothing! We 
are not a pay-to-play model whatsoever. We write real 
stories about Real Producers, so nominate away, friends!

Who are the preferred partners? 

Anyone listed as a “preferred partner” in the front of 
the magazine is a part of this community and a top 
professional in their industry. They will have an ad 
in every issue of the magazine, attend our events and 
be a part of our online community. We don’t just find 
these businesses off the street, nor do we work with all 
businesses that approach us. One or many of you have 
recommended every single preferred partner you see 
in this publication. We won’t even meet with a business 
that has not been vetted by one of you and “stamped for 
approval.” Our goal is to create a powerhouse network, 
not only for the best REALTORS® in the area but the best 
affiliates, as well, so we can grow stronger together.

How can I refer a preferred partner? 

If you know and want to recommend a local business 
that works with top REALTORS®, please email us to let us 
know at katie.macdiarmid@realproducersmag.com.
Still have questions? Don’t hesitate to reach out!

Katie MacDiarmid
Sacramento Real Producers
katie.macdiarmid@
realproducersmag.com
916-402-5662

facebook.com/sacramentorealproducers
@SacRealProducers

Our way 
is the 

FAIR WAY.
NICHOLAS M. LUCIA

Certified Mortgage Planner
NMLS# 489401

Fairway Mortgage 
 NMLS# 2289

 3400 Douglas Blvd., Suite 260, Roseville, CA 95661
916-730-6339

nick.lucia@fairwaymc.com  |  www.lucialendingteam.com 

Skateboard Your Way to Financial Freedom:
Let's Plan Your Mortgage Ride!
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Welcome to our Newest Partners!

WELCOME MAT

KEVIN OTO
President/ Broker
NMLS#: 62641
(800) 618-9508 ext. 1001
koto@greenhavencap.com
greenhavencap.com

Expert Mortgage Advice
for Homebuyers

Begin your home loan process today!
Our mortgage advisors are standing by.

Request a free personalized
rate quote.

“Kevin Oto is an outstanding 
professional and an exceptional 

person. I honestly cannot say 
enough about his integrity, his 
in-depth understanding of the 

entire loan process, and his 
willingness to work for the best 

possible outcome. Kevin is 
quick to respond to all issues 
and continuously works as a 

strong advocate for his clients 
needs. He provides honest and 

transparent answers. Thank 
you so much to Kevin and his 

great team! We highly 
recommend Green Haven 

Capital.” -Angela C.
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We take a lot of pride in the businesses we partner with. Our partners are highly 
recommended referrals from top agents, so you can trust us as a fantastic referral source.

Steezd Media Inc. 

Edmond David
steezdmedia.com 
Steezd Media Inc. is a creative agency dedicated to 
helping businesses elevate their brands through 
captivating photos, striking graphics, and high-
quality video production. We partner with brands 
to craft compelling visual stories that engage 
audiences and embody your brand’s unique 
identity. At Steezd Media, collaboration is at the 
heart of everything we do. We blend your vision 
with our expertise to create stylized visuals that 
align with your brand’s values and resonate with 
your audience. Together, we turn inspiration into 
something extraordinary — a seamless fusion of 
creativity and style that we call Steez.
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Tenant Problems Taking the Romance out of
INVESTING? Let our EXPERTS melt your

Stress Away!

Concierge Moving Services - From Packing to Organizing/Setup

Scan here to see what
our clients have to say!

FOR A BESPOKE MOVING EXPERIENCE

Serving the Greater Sacramento Region
     @homemethodco  •  916.234.3975 Referral Bonuses Paid
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O V E R  5 0  C O M B I N E D  Y E A R S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E

(800) 610-3457
trifectahomeservices.com
info@ trifectahomeservices.com

We will inspect, advise, and educate you
during the home inspection through our
knowledge, highly rated customer 
service, and our modern 
reporting software.

Y O U R  J O B  J U S T  G O T  E A S I E R

�������������������������������������
Let's Seal the Deal!
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�����
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Chris Abar
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Call Darren 916-500-8188 | d.babby@mmproperties.com
DRE# 01100901

• We manage over 2,000 “doors”, including single
family, duplexes, and quadplexes. We must be doing 
something right!

• Our property managers are the Single Point of Contact 
for our owners and tenants, eliminating the need to 
speak to di­erent sta­ members for di­erent situations! 
This means accountability!

• All our property managers are licensed and experts
on current California laws and regulations in the
rental marketplace. This means we guide and protect 
our owners!

• We pay $500 for an owner referral who becomes a M&M 
property management client.

TOP RANKED
Residential Property Management
Company in the Sacramento Region
Your one-stop shop for all your property management needs.

Auto • Home • Commercial • Boat • Classic Car • Condo
Events • Flood • Life • Motor Home • Renters • RV • Umbrella

Now, You Can Close Deals with Peace of Mind

Mike Colenzo

916-833-6990
michael@tdmins.com

CA License #0H05099

Call today to ensure the
best rate for your clients!
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contact me!

WET PAINT COMPANY
the smooth coat to a smooth sale.

Rick Orbea
WetPaintCompany@Comcast.Net  |  916.439.2049
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LEISHA 
Freitas

PROFILE

For Leisha, real estate is more 
than a career — it’s a way to 
connect with her community, 
help people through pivotal 
life changes, and find joy in 
every transaction. Leisha 
has built a reputation for 
excellence, communication, 
and heartfelt service, 
becoming a trusted real estate 
expert in El Dorado Hills and 
the surrounding cities. 

While studying Communications at 
Sacramento State University, Leisha 
caught a glimpse of the real estate 
world from her friend’s mother, an 
experienced REALTOR®, whose career 
resembled modern-day Bravo TV, 
making real estate look like an idyllic 
career path. 

In 2000, Leisha joined RE/MAX and 
enthusiastically dove into the real estate 
industry. Starting in the days of “floor 
time,” before the internet revolutionized 
the industry, she relied on in-office shifts 
to connect with potential clients and 
learn from more experienced agents. 

“Everybody in the office was very 
seasoned and helpful. I feel like I learned 
from the best. It was a different time back 
then and successful agents really earned 
their share of the market.” 

Leisha’s communications background 
proved to be an important asset in her 
early years, and she has sustained her 
business through the high and low tides 
of the tumultuous real estate world. 
When the market turned in 2007-2008, 
Leisha pivoted and partnered with an 
REO agent. While it was a chaotic time, 
the switch in focus kept her very busy. 

Once things settled again, Leisha 
decided to set her sights on a specific 
area and become an expert. Today, 
Leisha is a key member of a successful 
Keller Williams team and has built 
a thriving business centered in El 
Dorado Hills. Her consistency and 
dedication have earned her a steady 
stream of business, with 90% of her 
clients coming from referrals or repeat 
customers. Leisha also lives in the 
area, so she’s intimately familiar  
with all the amenities and benefits  
of the community.

A Passion for Serving
the El Dorado Hills Community
BY NICK INGRISANI • PHOTOS BY ASHLEY MAXWELL PHOTOGRAPHY
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“It’s great to be able to sell properties 
in an area that I truly believe is one 
of the best places to live. It’s a bucolic 
atmosphere, the schools are amazing, 
there’s a strong sense of community, and 
it’s a safe place to live.” 

Leisha believes that the key to 
success in real estate is effective 
communication and explaining every 
situation to clients from a background 
of experience. Approaching 25 years 
in the industry, she has the expertise 
to navigate the complex issues that can 
arise in a transaction in a seamless, 
stress-free way.

As she looks ahead to the future, 
Leisha is excited to continue serving her 
community while also expanding her 
work with seniors. She recently became 
certified as a Real Estate Planner to help 
guide seniors through the chapter of 
their lives where they’re downsizing or 
moving into assisted living.

“Many homes in my neighborhood 
are owned by empty nesters looking to 
simplify their lives. It can be a delicate 
situation. I love guiding them through 
this process and connecting them with 
the resources they need.”

Outside of work, Leisha loves 
watching her daughter play soccer, and 
spending time with her friends and 
family. The great outdoors is her happy 
place, especially boating and hiking. 

As Leisha continues her real estate 
journey, she remains committed to 
serving the people in her El Dorado 
Hills community. 

“It’s great to be able 

to sell properties in an 

area that I truly believe 

is one of the best 

places to live.
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“

”

Cailey and Jamie are terrrific! 
They guided me through the 
whole process. We ended up 
offering on 4 homes before 

finalizing on an amazing home. 
So their patience and availability 
at any time were crucial. Also, as 
a current military member, she 

worked really hard to make sure 
I got the best rate. She also 

volunteers with local veteran 
groups. Thank you!

-HAPPY HOMEOWNER
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1.800.734.7238
NonnaHomes.com

Don’t Miss Out - Sign Up Today!

BOOST YOUR
REAL ESTATE

SUCCESS!
Join our ADU Education
Presentations designed

exclusively for the
REALTOR® community. 

Discover how
ADUs can:

Add Value for
Your Clients

Unlock New Income 
Opportunities

with Referral Fees
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CUSTOM HOMES

ADDITIONS &
REMODELS

IN-LAW UNITS

From Concept to
Creation, We’re with You!

Your buyers need plans before they
can build, call us for a FREE phone

consultation today. 

735 Sunrise Ave | Suite 106 | Roseville
www.Greyscaleinc.com

greyscale.architecture
916.384.0595

Everything will be taken care of, from the top to the bottom of each room, we will dust, 
vacuum, wipe, scrub, sweep, mop, polish and make everything look like it was brand new. We 

know how pernickety house hunters can be when they are looking for their next home.

SPECIALIZING IN BOTH COMMERCIAL 
AND RESIDENTIAL CLEANING FOR
MOVE-IN ANDMOVE-OUT CLEANS, 
DEEP CLEANS, GENERAL CLEANING, 
AND RECURRING MAINTENANCE. (916) 410-4740 • meticulositycleaning.com

Our Disinfection
fogging kills

influenza, as well as
99.9% of all other

microorganisms for
up to 60 days!

(916) 410-4740 • meticulositycleaning.com

55 Years of Excellence!

Moving Supplies // Storage // Specialty Moving
Local, Long Distance, and International Moves

MOVE
WITH MEE:
Your Journey to a Seamless Move!

Call us for a free quote!
(800) 350-0065 // (916) 635-8262 // meemoving.com
Veteran Family Owned and Operated
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Pressure Makes Diamonds
BY BRANDON JERRELL 

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LESIW – INDULGE BEAUTY STUDIO

    NICK 
GONZALES

STAR ON THE RISE 

Real estate is a people-driven 
industry. No matter how 
many times it is stated, its 
truth never diminishes. Nick 
Gonzales, Director of Sales 
with Elevate Realty Group, 
captures this importance in 
every action. His dedication to 
each and every individual is 
what drives him every day.

Passion Driven 

Nick grew up in Stockton and moved 
to Sacramento 13 years ago to attend 
Sacramento State. Growing up, he had 
many interests including sports, cars, 
and music. As the oldest of four, much 
of his personality comes from being an 
older brother. Able to adapt and take 
charge in various situations, he quickly 
connects with the people around him.

While attending Sacramento State, 
he worked in sales and marketing for a 
brewery. After five years at the brewery 

and meeting his now fiancée, Nick was 
looking to try something else. That was 
when a family friend who did marketing 
for a local top team informed him that 
they were seeking to hire new agents.

Becoming an agent at 23, he admits 
that his greatest goal when entering 
the industry was merely to survive. 
However, he would quickly do much 
more than just survive. “I joined a 
team and I grew close to the lead 
listing agent on that team at the time. 
The day I got licensed, he let me know 
exactly what it would take to succeed. 
I took it to heart and followed the plan 
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we put together.” He shares that agent, 
Steve LaMothe, is still his greatest 
mentor in the business. Steve is the 
CEO of Elevate Realty Group, and Nick 
is thankful that he has  
the opportunity to continue to work 
alongside him.

“As things progressed, I quickly 
found my passion in real estate. I 
love helping the people around me, 
whether that is clients or peers, 
achieve their goals while being the one 
who keeps their composure during 
stressful situations.”

People Focused 

For Nick, success is accomplishing 
goals both in and outside business. 
“I think to be truly successful means 
that you are not only doing well in 
business and financially, but you are 
also winning at home with your family 
and friends.”

“While success is simple, it’s not easy. 
You have to be really clear about what 
you want and then put the appropriate 
plan into action to achieve that goal.” 
He shares that he is a fan of the 
expression “no pressure, no diamonds.” 
As he puts it, uncomfortable situations 

that in mind, he frequently does what he 
can to make everything simple for the 
client. “There are a lot of moving parts 
in a transaction so being able to tie it 
all together and problem-solve before 
an issue gets any bigger is the most 
satisfying feeling for me.”

As Director of Sales, Nick faces more 
responsibilities beyond his duties as 
an agent, but that additional pressure 
only serves to build him up. No matter 
what challenge he faces, he is certain 
to conquer it. As he puts it, “Doing 
something imperfectly is better than  
not doing it at all.” This mindset, in 
addition to his definition of success,  
is what drives him to meet every 
obstacle head-on.

traveling,” he shares. “Our families are 
all pretty close as well, so we spend a lot 
of time with them.” He shares that he is 
hoping to start a family soon and begin 
that next great journey in his life.

“If I’m not working, I’m trying to 
finish all of the projects I start around 
the house which is harder than it seems! 
I also enjoy running and training for 
marathons. Just staying active in general 
is something I enjoy.”

With Nick Gonzales at the ready, 
Elevate Realty Group is certain to 
continue to rise and grow. With his 
consistent dedication to others and his 
ability to excel under pressure, he is 
certain to achieve success at every turn.

Website: homesbyelevate.com

The day I got licensed, he 

let me know exactly what it 

would take to succeed. I took 

it to heart and followed the 

plan we put together.”

“My team does a great job of going 
above and beyond to make sure that 
we are a one-stop shop for our clients. 
We have partnered with over 100 
sellers and put our own money into 
updates for their homes to make sure 
they sell for top dollar. Not everybody 
has the money for necessary updates 
or repairs when it comes time to sell, 
so by using our own funds, we have 
been able to help these people.”

Family and Future 

As already alluded to, Nick is recently 
engaged. For now, it is just him and his 
fiancée, Tara, and their dog, Marley. “We 
enjoy trying out new restaurants and 

are the key to growth. “High-pressure 
situations mean that you are right at 
the door of a big breakthrough.”

Nick deeply cares for others and 
is often willing to take burdens away 
from them. “I really care about the 
people around me, whether that is 
clients or team members. I would 
always rather take the blame for 
something, fit someone into my 
already packed schedule, or stay up 
late working on something.”

His experience with adaptability 
from his childhood enables him to see 
eye-to-eye with everyone he meets. With 
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Longs Trash Hauling
(916) 206-7072 | longstrashhauling.com

We haul appliances, furniture, trees,
electronics, garbage, mattresses, and more...

Follow us on Facebook

HERE FOR YOUR TRASH HAULING AND 
DUMPSTER RENTAL NEEDS

HAND YOUR CLIENT 
THE KEYS TO 
LIFE.BUILT.BETTER.

Over the past 35+ years, Meritage Homes has defined what quality homebuilding means and how 
that translates to a better home for your clients. Every Meritage home comes standard with 

unparalleled energy-efficiency built in, smart home technology and designer-curated interior finishes. 
With ample inventory of quick move-ins, your clients can buy a new home with the features they 

want on a timeline that works for them.

**Important terms and conditions apply.**.  Broker will receive a 3% bonus in connection with purchase agreements for select, quick move-in homes (commencement of construction and selection of options, if applicable, must have already occurred) in Meritage 
Homes’ Northern California area that are  entered into by buyer and accepted by Meritage Homes starting on January 1, 2024 and will close on or before December 31, 2024. Promotion void and will not be honored if the home closing does not occur on or prior to 
December 31, 2024. Must be a licensed real estate agent/broker in the State of California to receive bonus and any other commission and must accompany buyer(s) on first sales office visit. Agents Rock Rewards Program and any details associated therewith 
can be found at http://www.meritagehomes.com/agent. Promotion must be mentioned at time of contract and is not valid on contract re-writes, transfers, or for buyers who have had a previous contract with Meritage Homes entity canceled for any reason. 
Promotion is applicable solely upon closing and buyer’s compliance with all terms and conditions of qualifying contract. Promotion subject to any applicable governmental and lender restrictions, and will be reduced or withdrawn to the extent required by any 
such restrictions. Promotion void where prohibited by law and shall be limited in all events to the specific terms set forth in the binding contract for the specific home. Meritage Homes reserves the right to cancel or change this promotion at any time, without 
prior notice or obligation. Promotion cannot be combined with any other promotion or incentive. Visit www.meritagehomes.com/featuredescriptions for information and disclaimers about energy-efficient features and associated claims. Not an offer or solicitation 
to sell real property. Offers to sell real property may only be made and accepted at the sales center for individual Meritage Homes communities. Meritage Homes®, Setting the standard for energy-efficient homes® and Life. Built. Better.® are registered 
trademarks of Meritage Homes Corporation. ©2024 Meritage Homes Corporation. All rights reserved.

WE RECOGNIZE YOUR EXPERTISE & ACCOLADES | WE RESPECT YOUR CONNECTIONS & INFLUENCE 

As a valued partner, you can receive 3% commission
when your clients purchase any Northern California home.

SACRAMENTO
Scan the code to view 
available quick move-in homes

BAY AREA
Scan the code to view 
available quick move-in homes

for more information visit meritagehomes.com/agents
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The Shoes
BY JUSTIN COUPE, CO-OWNER OF POINT EQUITY RESIDENTIAL LENDING

INDUSTRY EXPERT

In late September I found myself 
riding an elevator in Thousand Oaks 
admiring a beautiful pair of someone 
else’s Oxford kicks. “Nice shoes.” I said, 
finding out he was headed back to his 
room because he was, in his own words, 
“way under-dressed” for an event that I 
now realized, left me way further down 
the textile food chain. The invitation 
had arrived nonchalant in a simple 
email from an account rep who lives 
in Denver, and, as I was assessing just 
how under-dressed I was about to be, it 
dawned on me that I was probably a late 
scratch invite to this event.

Eaves dropping in the cocktail line 
among a beautiful collection of sport 
coats and regional accents ranging 
from East Coast directness to slow 
southern draws, reaffirmed what I 
learned on the elevator; I was going 
to be punching above my weight 
class on this two day wine, dine and 
educate tour. Amerihome, an enormous 
mortgage wholesaler holds a biennial 
symposium for their largest clients 
from across the country; much to my 

delight, I learned they also invite two 
smaller banks, to rub elbows and learn 
from some of the biggest players in the 
industry. And all of that is to explain 
how I found myself sitting at a table 
with Bob Broeksmit, the President 
of the MBA (Mortgage Bankers 
Association) and Michael Fratantoni, 
Ph.D, the chief economist of the MBA. 
Voices were boisterous and optimism 
was high. If we were in this room, we 
had made it through the ice-covered, 
snow storm standstill that blanketed 
the mortgage industry the previous two 
years. We were celebrating surviving 
one of the largest year over year 
volume decreases our industry had 
ever seen, and toasting what would 
surely be warmer years ahead. When 
the meal was over, Broeksmit and 
Fratantoni took to the floor with charts 
and graphs to proclaim we are moving 
in the right direction; the ice is thawing, 
and 2025 through 2027 project sunnier 
times in the mortgage market. It was a 
fantastic evening.

A few days later I ran into fellow 
Real Producers alum, Leo Whitton, 
as we both traveled to Dallas for 
HousingWire’s first ever Independent 
Mortgage Bankers Summit. The speakers 
were varied and wide but sentiment was 
again high. Broeksmit from the MBA 
poked his head back on stage to deliver 
his well timed financial jokes, which 
are about as funny as you imagine 
financial jokes to be, and once again, 
the outlook was pretty bright for the 
mortgage industry. The Fed had made 
their first rate cut since the beginning of 
the pandemic a few weeks earlier and, 
although rates were up, it was perceived 
as a small speedbump in an already 
projected nice, long downhill.

Back at home, I ran into the dynamic 
mother-daughter real estate team of 
Taffy Mauer and Darcie Stratton at a 
cornhole fundraiser for our local school 
district and I shared the good news. “I 
think we’re through the worst of it.” I 
said, “I was just with the President and 
Head Economist from the Mortgage 
Bankers Association and we’ve got a 

good looking rate path in front of us. 
Projections are definitely better.”

Fast forward another month to 
November 13th. I am sitting on a Zoom 
for Amerihome’s quarterly roundtable 
and the voices are no longer boisterous; 
searching for any optimism is optimistic. 
Paul from Amerihome dryly stated, 
“Well everyone, we just got off the 
phone with the MBA and all projections 
for 2025 have been revised. The 
economy looks like it’s not going to slow 
down with the new administration and 
that means rates are staying elevated. 
2025 projections have been revised to 
match 2024.” By this time, the Feds had 
made another rate cut (75bps total) and 
yet mortgage rates sat nearly a full point 
higher than they did two months prior.

When I closed the Zoom I was 
left with a blinking cursor on our 
2025 success planning exercise I was 
preparing for our sales team. The 
narrative had changed, the flames of 
inflation that had settled to smoke were 
sparking back up and someone found 
a fresh cord of wood out behind the 
shed. I took a deep breath and thought 
about what I was going to tell my team. 

I thought of the long hours they’d sat 
out at new home subdivisions and open 
houses, the unanswered call backs, the 
what-ifs running through their minds, 
and most importantly, the difficult world 
that exists when only the best of the 
best are left fighting for what seems 
like an ever shrinking piece of the pie. I 
thought of all the effort they had already 
given, the learning and re-learning they 
had done, the new ideas they had tried, 
failed at, and tried again. I dropped my 
head and looked down at the same pair 
of well-worn derbies I was wearing in 
the elevator a month and a half earlier. 
The laces slightly frayed, creases starting 
to wear thin. Yes, these shoes were ready 
for retirement, but they were the pair 
that had paced the halls when tough 
decisions had to be made during the  
rate spikes, that walked into offices 
where no one knew my name, the same 
shoes that hopped on late night flights, 
and sat in a gym bag in the early hours 
long before the sun would rise. “You’re 
not done yet boys.” I said to myself. 
If you carried us this far, then you’re 
exactly what we’re going to need to 
make it this last stretch.

That Got You Here

Justin Coupe is Co-Owner of Point 
Equity Residential Lending. His company 
has been listed on Sacramento’s fastest 
growing companies list and in 2023 he 
was the Northern California Vistage 
Impact award winner.
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Preparing your home to standout in the Real Estate Market

Sacramento’s Premiere Home Staging Company

Top Producers' Time-Saving Solution

You Call, We Haul

E-Waste Removal • Product Deliveries & Moves
Furniture & Appliance Removal

Storage, Foreclosure & Garage Clean Outs

916.295.2622  •  KALESJUNKANDTRASHHAULING@GMAIL.COM

Scan Now for
a Free Quote!Chris Kale

Owner & Founder

SEE HOW HUNT’S ELECTRICAL CAN
POWER YOUR SALES AND LISTINGS 

Request
A Quote

(916) 237-7308

Electrical Installation
& Repair

Lighting Installation
and Repair

Safety Inspections

NEED INSPECTIONS?
CALL US.
916.741.BUGS
INFO@FINLEYHOMESERVICES.COM
FINLEYHOMESERVICES.COM

Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – Tune in for free today

podcast.realproducersmag.com
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(916)349-1119

ChucksSeptic.com

Our Technicians Are Standing By.
Call Now! 888-8-CHUCKS (824-8257) 

Septic Inspections of Rural Properties.
Pumping, Inspections, and Repairs. 

Septic Inspections of Rural Properties.
Pumping, Inspections, and Repairs. 

Placer, Sacramento, & el Dorado Counties.

Trusted Since 1968.
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While teams and partnerships are 
common throughout the real estate 
industry, finding the perfect person or 
people to form one is another challenge. 
However, when those perfect teams or 
partnerships are formed, nothing can 
stop them.

Christina Keller and Tiffany Solbos, the 
namesakes of Keller Solbos Real Estate 
with GUIDE Real Estate, embody a perfect 
dynamic duo. Known among their peers 
and clients for their fun, funny, and “get 
it done” attitude, together they are an 
unstoppable powerhouse.

Christina Keller 

Christina was born in Santa Rosa but 
moved to Sacramento when she was only 
two. She has lived all around Sacramento 
and is intimately familiar with it and its 
surrounding communities. She graduated 
from John F. Kennedy High School and 
American River College.

With a previous career in the legal 
industry, she always had a budding 

interest in real estate, so she took the 
required classes and passed the state 
exam in early 2018. In June of that year, 
she decided to jump into real estate with 
full force.

Christina and her family are a 
happy family of three. Her husband is 
a firefighter in San Francisco and is a 
veteran of the Air Force. Their son, Cash, 
is 14 and will be entering high school 
next year. She affectionately refers to 
her husband and son as her boys as 
she shares the various antics she gets 
dragged into because of them. “My boys 
are both adrenaline junkies so that is 
very hard for me.”

“Since Cash is an only child, he always 
gets to bring a friend on our camping 
trips! All of us love our yearly trips to 
Dillon Beach with extended family and 
cousins and Maui!”

Tiffany Solbos 

Tiffany spent most of her childhood in 
Northern California and has lived there 

since her junior year of high school. Out 
of college, she got a job offer at World 
Savings and Loan, where she started her 
career in lending and real estate.

While in that position, she interacted 
with many agents and became envious 
of the job of REALTORS®. “I loved 
that they got to go out, get to know 
the families better, and hand over 
the keys. It just seemed like so much 
fun, and above all else, so much more 
rewarding.” When her loan center 
shut down in 2008, she saw it as an 
opportunity to follow her heart.

As for Tiffany and her family, they 
are a family of six with a wide range of 
ages: 25, 19, 18, and 8. She adamantly 
states that her family is her “why” for 
everything she does. Her husband is a 
Sergeant at the Placer County Sheriff’s 
Office. He is a veteran of the Army where 
he was an infantry sniper. “He continues 
to support the community through his 
kids’ program in Meadow Vista and non-

profit for first responders and veterans 
called Code Three,” she shares.

“My favorite time is family time. Real 
estate can be demanding and I have 
always struggled with balance. I’m a 
workaholic and I never want anyone to 
lose out on a house or opportunity so I 
have a hard time saying no.”

Dynamic Duo 

Christina and Tiffany met at Keller 
Williams in 2018. Christina shares how 
Tiffany convinced her not to join a team 
as an inexperienced REALTOR®. They 
both share how, in 2020, they decided 
to “date” with the idea of a partnership. 
They explain how professional 
partnerships work best when they are 
treated like marriages. Tiffany shares 
that “if it wasn’t Christina, it wouldn’t be 
anyone else.”

In 2023, they joined GUIDE Real Estate 
as Keller Solbos Real Estate. Christina 
shares that they are asked daily if they 

are sisters or twins. Since it is asked so 
often, she just started answering “Yes, 
we are.” While never letting their fun 
overshadow their professionalism, they 
are well known for laughing all the time. 
This joy permeates their every action.

Christina shares how they complement 
each other’s skills perfectly. Where 
one of them may fall short, the other is 
practically an expert. “We complement 
each other in all ways and our clients get 
the benefit of our whole package! It’s a 
win for all!”

Commitment to Clients 

While Christina and Tiffany are a 
powerhouse dynamic duo for many 
reasons, their greatest commonality is 
their shared drive to help others. “We 
absolutely love helping families, whether 
it’s helping them find their dream home 
or selling and transitioning into their next 
chapter,” shares Tiffany. “We take pride 
in making sure it’s the right home and we 

just love the relationships that we build 
with these families.”

Both Christina and Tiffany explain 
how they “LOVE” on their clients. “We 
love seeing them several times a year 
and watching their families grow! We 
host several events a year that our 
clients love attending.”

They also love facing and conquering 
any challenge that comes their way. “We 
aren’t the ones to fold when challenges 
arise — in fact, we almost thrive on 
them.” They enjoy presenting out-of-
the-box solutions to combat the most 
complex problems in real estate, and 
these solutions always leave a lasting 
impression on their clients. Their 
unfaltering dedication to their clients is 
obvious on every front.

Unstoppable Powerhouse 

Christina and Tiffany share that they are 
frequently approached by agents looking 
to have a partnership like theirs. These 

“We complement each other in all 
ways and our clients get the benefit 
of our whole package! 

It’s a win for all!”

Dynamic Duo
BY BRANDON JERRELL • PHOTOS AND COVER PHOTO BY OLHA MELOKHINA PHOTOGRAPHY
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Matthew Cole

West Shore Mortgage is a DBA of Capitol City Real Estate
This is not a commitment to make a loan. Loans are subject to borrower qualifications, including income, property evaluation and final credit approval. Approvals are subject to 

underwriting guidelines, interest rates, and program guidelines, and are subject to change without notice based on applicant’s eligibility and market conditions. United Wholesale 
Lending is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Housing Lender. NMLS 253083

“Despite the two challenging obstacles we were faced with our credit, 

Matthews unwavering commitment and belief in our ability to overcome 

those hurdles truly impressed us!” -Joseph and Stacy C., Buyers (2023)

NMLS: #633188

Top 1% Purchase Mortgage Loan Originator

Wholesale mortgage broker with internet rates and extremely fast 
turn times. We do the pre-approval right so there is no mistakes!

530-682-4092
matthew.cole@westshoremtg.com
ilendsac.com

DID YOU KNOW 
If you’re self employed and write off most of your 

income we can still look at “outside the box” options 

to qualify you or your buyer. Call me to learn how.

other agents witness the fun that they 
have and can not help but want that too.

It is no secret that real estate can be a 
lonely business, and such loneliness can 
only be conquered by having a partner 
you can trust. Tiffany jokingly shares “If 
business is ever slow, go on a vacation.” 
While for most agents this is a way to 
summon endless calls thus cutting a 
vacation short, this is not a problem for 
this dynamic duo. They know that they 
can trust each other 100 percent.

There is no doubt that Christina Keller 
and Tiffany Solbos have the perfect 
partnership. They share every trait that 
matters, and they complement where 
they differ. Their continued success and 
dedication to their clients is unstoppable. 
Never taking “No” for an answer, they 
celebrate each and every win along their 
shared journey.

Website: KellerSolbosrealestate.com

Fun
“If business is ever slow, 
go on a vacation.”
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Irving, TX 75063

Dona L. Riolo, CPA
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business financial planning, 
contact us today!

(916) 771-4134
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