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WHAT HOME  
MEANS

Ruoff Mortgage gives you more time to experience  

At Ruoff we are passionate about turning 
homeownership dreams into realities for the 
dedicated members of our community. With 
Ruoff’s cutting-edge technology and our  
lending experience, you won’t find a  
better team anywhere.

At Ruoff Mortgage, we know  
the way home. We’ll walk  
there with you.

Your Local Michiana 
Ruoff Offices

applicants will qualify for down payment assistance.*The average Clear to Close time is dependent on loan type, proper documentation, and other qualifying factors. Loan decision is subject to satisfactory 

corporation. For complete licensing information visit http://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/EntityDetails.aspx/COMPANY/141868. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. All loans 
must satisfy company underwriting guidelines. Information and interest rate are subject to change at any time and without notice. Equal Housing Lender. NMLS#141868. 03182024 

ELKHART
901 Parkway Ave, Ste 5,  
Elkhart, IN 46516
574.296.7740

PLYMOUTH
548 North Oak Drive,  
Plymouth, IN 46563
574.935.3210

SOUTH BEND
1710 East Edison Road,  
South Bend, IN 46617
574.234.5201

WARSAW
310 Enterprise Drive,  
Warsaw, IN 46580
574.268.9033

CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE

IN-HOUSE
SERVICINGruoff.com
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners
ASSET MANAGEMENT INSURANCE

AMIMichiana.com  |  amimichiana@gmail.com 
1251 N Eddy St.Suite 200South Bend, IN. 46617

HOME      AUTO      BUSINESS      LIFE

Our goal is 
simple. We help 

you or your 
clients obtain the 
most affordable, 
proper insurance, 

without sacrificing 
coverages.

Hebly Rodriguez
Agent/Owner

(574) 401-8500

EPIC GARAGES
PRETTY CONCRETE
SEXY CLOSETS

• PREMIUM COATINGS 
• GARAGE CABINETS 

574-247-1999
ReclaimMySpace.com

• CUSTOM CLOSETS 
• LIVING SPACES

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN + BUILD
J & E Properties
(786) 309-1912

BIO HAZARD CLEAN UP
Bio Clean Experts
(574) 521-5909
biocleanexperts.com

BRANDING & ADVERTISING
Envision Design
(574) 303-6788
www.envision3dusa.com

CLEANING SERVICE
MaidPro
(574) 532-3053
maidpro.com/south-bend

DUCT & DRYER VENT CLEANING
MIchiana Duct Cleaning
(574) 526-9320
www.DuctsRUs.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
McCormick Electrical Services, Inc.
(574) 332-2113
meservesu.com

FINANCIAL ADVISOR/
FINANCIAL PROFESSIONAL
Jose Velez -  
NorthWestern Mutual
(574) 247-6636
NorthWesternMutual.com

FLOORING
Floor Coverings International - Michiana
(574) 914-0949
michiana.floorcoveringsinternational.com

HOME INSPECTION
Aardvark Home Inspectors, Inc
(800) 662-2080

HomeSource Michiana LLC
(574) 273-0889
www.homesourcemichiana.com

House Call Home Inspection 
of Northern Indiana
(844) 264-0404

HouseMaster Home Inspection
(574) 215-3520
housemaster.com/south-bend-elkhart-home-
inspection?cid=LSTL_HMS000370&utm_
source=gmb&utm_campaign=local&utm_
medium=organic

HOME ORGANIZATION
Innovative Spaces Inc.
(574) 247-1999
reclaimmyspace.com

INSURANCE AGENCY
Backstrom Insurance Group
(574) 360-8182
backstrominsurancegroup.com

INSURANCE AGENT
Asset Management Insurance
(574) 404-1566
AMIMichiana.com

INSURANCE: HEALTH / MEDICARE
Andrew Dampeer Health Markets
(574) 514-6922
healthmarkets.com/ADampeer 

Carie Young Insurance
(574) 370-8555
carieyounginsurance.com

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICES
CM The Destroyer
(574) 298-6667

MORTGAGE / LENDER
Amanda Newland Sr Loan Originator
(574) 320-2765

Ruoff Mortgage
(260) 999-6200
Ruoff.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Annie Mac Home Mortgage
Michelle Miller
(574) 797-0301
Mortgagesbymichelle.org

Hallmark Home Mortgage
(574) 229-2029
hallmarkhomemortgage.com

Inova Federal Credit Union
(574) 970-5669
inovafederal.org

Lou Freitas NMLS#1533867
(574) 584-2071
rocketmortgage.com

MOVERS
Elite Haulerz Moving
(269) 240-3518
EliteHaulerz.com

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
That 1 Painter
(574) 622-1143
michiana.that1painter.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Building Capture
(269) 998-1312
BuildingCapture.com

Megan Williamson Photography
(574) 261-5704
megwilliamsonphotography.com

Next Door Photos Michiana
(616) 291-8221
michiana.nextdoorphotos.com

ROOFING/ RESTORATION
Roof Maxx of Elkhart
(574) 339-2329
getroofmaxx.com

SEPTIC INSPECTIONS & CONSULTING
McB’s Environmental Inspections
(574) 930-0518

TITLE & ESCROW
Meridian Title
(317) 966-2270
MeridianTitle.com

TITLE COMPANY
Fidelity National Title
(574) 293-2341
www.indiana.fntic.com

Metropolitian Title
(574) 271-2450
metrotci.com

Michiana Title
(574) 250-7599
michianatitle.com
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Andrew Dampeer
Licensed Insurance Agent

(574) 514-6922
adampeer@HealthMarkets.com
411 E Ireland Rd, Suite 300, South 
Bend, IN 46614

Call today for your free quote!

(574) 514-6922

Health Markets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed as an insurance agency nationwide except in MA. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. vService and product availability varies by 
state. Sales agents may be compensated based on enrollment. No obligation to  enroll. 
©2024 HealthMarkets  50712-HM-0324

• Health 
• Medicare
• Life Insurance

• Supplemental
• Long-Term Care
• Retirement

Client: MaidPro
Size: 1/4

Location: Standard
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F
ebruary is the month of love, and here at Volusia Flagler 
Real Producers, that theme resonates deeply with our 
mission. Love isn’t just about roses and chocolate—it’s 

about the care, dedication, and connection we pour into our 
relationships, our work, and our communities every single day.

I am so proud to be part of a community where real estate 
professionals and local businesses partner with one another 
to create something meaningful. Whether it’s the agents 
helping families find their forever homes, or the partners 
providing unmatched services to make those homes shine, 
this industry thrives on collaboration. Every handshake, every 
referral, every success story is a reminder of the incredible 
relationships that keep us all moving forward.

To our realtors: your passion for serving clients is unmatched. 
You change lives with every transaction, guiding families and 
individuals through some of their most significant decisions. 

And to our partners: your hard work and expertise make a real 
difference in the lives of both realtors and homeowners alike. 
The bonds we share create a network of trust and excellence—
one that makes this community extraordinary.

As we celebrate this month of love, let’s also celebrate the 
heart and soul behind what we do. Let’s continue to lift one 
another up, invest in our relationships, and build a stronger, 
more connected community together.

Thank you for being a part of this journey and for the love 
you pour into your work each day.

Here’s to another incredible month of growth, connection, 
and gratitude!

With love and appreciation,

Jeff Bliler

Publisher, Michiana Real Producers

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Many thanks to the
relationships we have built!

844-264-0404 | Scheduling@HouseCallNI.com

We are wishing you a prosperous 2024!

We l�e �r cl�nts
�d ag�ts!

We l�e �r cl�nts
�d ag�ts!
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• Drone Photo & Video 
• Real Estate Video 
• Photography
• Floor Plans 
• Matterport Virtual Tours TURN AROUND

• Call Jake at 269-238-7373
• buildingcapture.com
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CONSISTENT 

HEARTDEBBIE
BY JESS WELLAR 

PHOTOS BY MEGAN 

WILLIAMSON PHOTOGRAPHY

FEATURED AGENT

noticed a sign advertising 
real estate classes. 

“We both decided to 
start the classes,” Debbie 
remembers. “The plan was 
that Dennis would start first as 
a Realtor and I would follow.”

An Unexpected Start

Though her husband was 
initially supposed to dive 
into real estate first, it was 
Debbie who took the leap 
and never looked back. 

“Dennis’ license has 
been in referral in Indiana, 
but with his retirement 
approaching soon … who 
knows, maybe he will help 
me!” Debbie laughs. “He’s a 
collision estimator for the 
heavy truck industry and 
very good with construction. 
In this business, it’s so 
important to have a 
supportive spouse who has 
patience for it.”

Debbie’s career officially 
started in 2013 when she 
joined Cressy & Everett. Since 
then, she’s thrived, closing 
31 transactions and over 
$7.2 million in volume last 
year, with even bigger goals 

“I have learned over 
the years that you really 
guide your clients through 
moves that they want 
and changes in their lives 
that are not really their 
choices — for example, the 
loss of a spouse, parent, 
or job,” Debbie shares. “It 
is very hard on them, and 
important as a Realtor to 
consult and guide them.”

Seeing The Sign

Debbie grew up in 
Mishawaka, Indiana, and 
graduated from Mishawaka 
High School. Her professional 
life, however, took her in 
many directions before real 
estate entered the picture. 

“I was always in customer 
service of some kind,” she 
recalls. “I co-owned my own 
restaurant for nine years, 

worked as an elementary 
school secretary in Three 
Rivers, Michigan, for a decade, 
and worked in public housing 
as an Occupancy Specialist for 
a couple of years after that.”

It was during her stint as 
an Occupancy Specialist for 
the local Housing Authority 
that Debbie’s interest in real 
estate truly began to grow. 

“I started to realize I had 
more interest in becoming 
a Realtor because I enjoyed 
helping people with their 
housing needs,” she explains. 

After successfully filling a 
tax credit building from zero 
occupancy, Debbie knew 
it was time to pursue real 
estate further. Her career 
officially began one day 
when she and her husband, 
Dennis, drove by the local 
Cressy & Everett office and 

Debbie Foster has 
successfully built a name 

for herself at Cressy & 
Everett over the past 11 
years by forming deep 

connections through 
compassion with her 

clients in Indiana  
and Michigan.

Foster
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J  &  E  P R O P E R T I E SJ  &  E  P R O P E R T I E S
Did somebody say 
they are looking for 
a new home?

Contact me for details today!
Eric Young 
(786) 280-4994

Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – 
Tune in for free today

podcast.realproducersmag.com

ahead. She has also been 
named to the Chairman’s 
Club and the Circle of 
Excellence every year for 
the last decade, proof of her 
consistent performance. 

“It’s always been my goal 
to make that club every 
year,” she adds.

Debbie’s late mentor, Bob 
Hawley, played a pivotal role 
in her early success at Cressy 
& Everett, as he did for many 
other new agents at the 
brokerage, too. 

“Bob really brought 
everyone together and was 
the cheerleader,” she shares. 
“I don’t know that I could 
have succeeded without the 
phenomenal training and the 
camaraderie at Cressy. It’s 
like a family here, and I have 
no plans to leave.”

When asked how she 
defines success, Debbie 
doesn’t hesitate: “It’s 
knowing that I have guided 
families in making the right 
move while being able to 
provide for my own family.”

Maternal Instincts

Debbie’s approach to real 
estate is deeply personal and 
rooted in her genuine care 
for her clients. 

“I treat every client as 
if they are my family,” she 
affirms. “I always feel with 
my first-time homebuyers 
that the ‘Mom’ instinct comes 
out in me to ensure they 
make the right decisions.”

What truly sets Debbie 
apart is her ability to 
communicate effectively. 

“Be a good listener and be 
a good friend to everyone,” 
she advises new agents. “I 
don’t shut off my phone at 
7 o’clock. If I’m available, I 
will take their call, and if I’m 
not available, I’ll call them 
right back.”

Debbie’s passion for real 
estate shines through in 
everything she does. She finds 
it hard to shut off from her 
work, but that’s fine with her. 

“I pretty much live and 
breathe real estate, but I 
honestly love it!” she beams. 
“I care about my clients and 
truly love the friendships I 
have made along the way.”

Family First

Outside of real estate, 
Debbie’s pride and joy is her 
family. She and Dennis have 
been married for nearly 
25 years and live on a lake; 
they enjoy getting out to boat 
when time allows. 

The couple have four 
adult children: Jeff, Lindsay, 
David, and Brandon. Two 
of their children, Jeff and 
Lindsay, are also in real 
estate, and Debbie feels 
fortunate to share an office 
with Lindsay at Cressy & 
Everett to bounce advice 
and ideas off one another. 
The family also includes 
eight grandchildren, ranging 
in age from 2 to 20, who 
keep Debbie and Dennis 
busy with activities like 
soccer, basketball, and 
cheerleading events. 

Their home is also 
filled with several furry 
companions: two dogs and 
one outside cat. 

“We have Mandi, a 7-year-
old Golden Retriever, Molly, a 
2-year-old mini goldendoodle, 
and Kitty, who we think is 
about 13 years old,” Debbie 
shares. “They all play 
together and entertain us and 
truly bring us much joy!”

Looking ahead, Debbie 
remains devoted to her real 
estate career and the people 
she serves, noting that she 
hopes to continue growing 
professionally while also 
spending more time with 
family and hopefully give 
pickleball a try someday soon.

“I see real estate in my 
future for many years to 
come!” she concludes. “My 
wishes are to travel with my 
husband and plan another 
family vacation. Life seems 
to be creeping by quicker 
these days!”

“I PRETTY MUCH 
LIVE AND BREATHE 

REAL ESTATE, 
BUT I HONESTLY 

LOVE IT!”
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(574) 298-6667

OUR RELIABLE STAFF HAS OVER 30+ YEARS 
OF LOCAL EXPERIENCE AND CAN EASILY 

REMOVE ALL OF YOUR WASTE.

Schedule a haul or clean-out today!  
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FIRM FOUNDATIONSPHIL KUHN BY JESS WELLAR 

PHOTOS BY MEGAN WILLIAMSON PHOTOGRAPHY

COVER STORY

“When I first started in real estate, my goal 
wasn’t just to make money—it was to provide 
for my family while living out the purpose 
God gave me,” explains Phil Kuhn. 

A top-producing Realtor with RE/MAX 
Results in Warsaw, Phil’s accomplishments are 
grounded firmly in two things: his faith and his 
family. These are the cornerstones of his life 
and work, shaping every decision he makes 
with a genuine passion for serving others. 

The Power of Support 

With a decade of experience in the radio 
industry, Phil was used to creative marketing, 

sales, and even being an on-air personality. 
Although the fun and excitement of radio gave 
him valuable experience, it wasn’t the career 
that aligned with his ultimate priorities.

In 2017, both Phil and his wife, Melissa, 
were working full-time and raising their two 
young children. They dreamed of a future 
where Melissa could stay home with their 
kids, but Phil’s salary of $32,000 a year wasn’t 
enough to make that dream a reality. His 
positive experience with his own Realtor 
when buying a home the year prior sparked 
an interest in the real estate industry. 

“I realized I needed to make a career 
change in order to achieve our goals,” Phil 
shares. “My great uncle was also a Realtor, so I 
knew that you could make a good living in the 
real estate industry.”

With Melissa’s full-fledged support, Phil 
took the leap and began his real estate career 
in January 2018. He notes his large, extended 
family and friends were also incredibly 
supportive of the decision.

“MY GREAT UNCLE WAS ALSO A 

REALTOR, SO I KNEW THAT YOU COULD 

MAKE A GOOD LIVING IN THE 

REAL ESTATE INDUSTRY.”



Michiana Real Producers • 2322 • February 2025

without my happy clients who have given 
me so many referrals.”

Rooted in Purpose 

For Phil, success isn’t just about earning 
potential — it’s about living out a higher 
purpose. That means serving his clients with 
integrity and being a witness for the Lord in 
every interaction.

“We are all created by God with different 
gifts, talents, and abilities,” Phil shares. 
“True success happens when you can be in 
a mindset where you focus more on giving 
than receiving.”

One of Phil’s greatest joys has been 
starting the Legacy of Blessings Adoption 
Foundation with his wife, inspired by their 
youngest daughter, Khloe, who they adopted. 
The foundation helps educate and support 
local families looking to adopt, and it’s one of 
the many ways Phil uses his platform to give 
back to the community.

“We started this foundation one year ago 
and Khloe was a huge inspiration. We got 
her from day one of her birth, but a lot goes 
into adoption and it can be expensive and 
stressful,” Phil notes. 

“There are a lot of people out there that 
don’t know where to start such a daunting 
process,” he continues. “This foundation helps 
educate people on the adoption process and 
supports them emotionally, spiritually, and 
financially through fundraisers for matching 
grants to provide hope for adoptions.” 

True Empath and Friend 

What sets Phil apart in the crowded real 
estate industry is the pride he takes in going 
above and beyond, maintaining friendships 
long after the closing table. 

“My motto is ‘Your friend, your Realtor,’ 
because I’m always in your corner, even 
after the deal is done,” he notes. 

Likewise, Phil’s approach to real estate 
is rooted in empathy and service. Phil’s 
calm demeanor and ability to relate to the 
emotions his clients feel throughout the 
buying and selling process have also been 
key to his success. As someone that has 
purchased a few homes, he understands 
what clients are going through.

“I try to always put myself in their  
shoes and do what’s truly in the best interest 
of the client,” he explains. “That even  

means sometimes taking a step back or 
releasing a client from a contract if it’s what’s 
best for them.”

Phil also mentors other agents through RE/
MAX Results as a certified mentor with Buffini 
& Company. His desire to help others succeed 
extends beyond his clients to fellow agents 
who look to him for guidance.

“I’ve been facilitating in-house coaching and 
training courses for the past three years,” he 
shares. “It’s extremely rewarding to see other 
agents grow while achieving their goals.”

Top Priorities 

Phil’s faith and family are at the heart of 
everything he does. He and Melissa have been 
married for 13 years and are busy raising 
three wonderful daughters — Norah (11), 
Heidi (8), and Khloe (3) — with another little 
one on the way in June. 

The Kuhn family loves spending time on 
their boat, going on vacations, and playing 
games together. Phil also plays in his church’s 
fall and spring softball league and serves as an 

“By the next year, we were able to bring 
my wife home to be with our children, and 
she’s been a stay-at-home mom ever since,” 
Phil proudly states. “The support that my 
wife showed me when I first started was 
unbelievable. She saw something in me that I 
didn’t see in myself.”

Phil also credits Todd Stock, broker-owner 
of RE/MAX Results, as someone who offered 
invaluable guidance along the way. 

“Todd has given me so many opportunities 
to help other agents and has always shown 
that he believed in me,” Phil acknowledges. 
“And of course none of this would be possible 

elder and usher, while he and 
his wife are deeply involved in 
his family’s nonprofit adoption 
organization. Additionally, he 
has served on the Kosciusko 
Board of Realtors for the past 
two years.

As he looks to the future, 
Phil’s goals remain focused 
on continuing his witness for 
Christ, growing the adoption 
foundation, and perhaps 
adding a team member or two 
down the road when the timing 
is right. Ultimately, his faith will 
continue to be the driving force 
behind everything he does.

“I’m just grateful for the 
life God has given me,” Phil 
concludes. “He’s provided so 
much for my family, and I just 
want to keep living out His 
purpose and helping others 
along the way.”

“I’M JUST 

GRATEFUL 
FOR THE LIFE GOD 

HAS GIVEN ME.”
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(574) 914-0949
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JOSH COLMAN
574-303-6788 � www.e3dusa.com

When you think of client or promotional gifts,
what do you ENVISION?

CHECK OUT
OUR WEBSITE
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Santa with
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MICHIANA

Your Best House
Guest Ever!

Special: Free Touchup services after moving in or moving out with
your new paint job.

ESTIMATES IN 24 HOURS OR LESS

3-YEAR WARRANTY

MEservesU.com

• Same-Day Service
• Upfront Pricing
• Quality
Customer Service
• Professionalism
• Preparedness

We are the 
most trusted 
family-owned 

electrical service 
company 

serving the 
Michiana area 

since 1999. 
Just Call ME!

McCormick
Electrical Services, Inc

(574) 332-2113



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

New Location!
Michiana Title has a new home! We are excited to

announce we have moved to downtown Mishawaka!

121 EAST GROVE STREET,
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545


