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Don’t stop looking
for your dream home.

From refinancing to a new home purchase, our mortgage experts will guide you through every
step of the process. To get started, apply online today at trustmark.com/mortgage.

Charlie Douglas | NMLS# 640641 | cdouglas@trustmark.com | 601.208.6401

Charlotte Banks-Flowers | NMLS# 737033 | charlotte_flowers@trustmark.com | 601.208.7859
Jason Sykes | NMLS# 75787 | jsykes@trustmark.com | 601.8251847

Jon Tucker | NMLS# 79047 | jon_tucker@trustmark.com | 601.992.8214

LaKeisha Walker | NMLS# 2274255 | Iwalker@trustmark.com | 6012082754 //
Sophia Mack | NMLS# 546444 | smack@trustmarkcom | 601.2086487 / Trustmark www.haloroofingms.com | info@haloroofingms.com | (601) 906-4711

Yolonda Campbell | NMLS# 1584898 | ycampbell@trustmark.com | 769.246.5821
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VAN PARHAM

CONSTRUCTION & ROOFING

Call Van A Realtor's Best Friend! 601-624-3365 » vanparham.com

e Need Professional Roofing
% & Plumbing Servicese = ©

Parham Plumbing * Max - 601-624-0497
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Preferred Pariners

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted

neighborhood vendor to use. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring

the publication. These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine
possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for supporting the publication!

ADVERTISING / MARKETING
WLBT

(601) 941-1629

WLBT.com

CLOSING ATTORNEY
Renfroe and Perilloux
(601) 932-1011

CONSTRUCTION & ROOFING
Van Parham Construction
and Roofing

(601) 624-3365
Vanparham.com

COUNTERTOPS & FLOORING
Mississippi Pro Design

Center, LLC

(601) 870-9881
Www.mississippiprodesign.com

DESIGN AND STAGING
G Design LLC
(601) 408-5651

ELECTRICAL SERVICE
COMPANY

T and K White Electric Co LLC
(601) 456-0803

FOUNDATIONS &
WATERPROOFING

Superior Foundation Services
(601) 941-2125
Https://superior.ms

GUTTERS

Complete Exteriors

(601) 326-2755
Www.completeexteriorsms.com

HOME INSPECTION
Magnolia Inspections, LLC
(601) 454-4347

Mississippi’s Best
Home Inspections
(601) 953-4897

Smith Home Inspections
(601) 310-3199
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HOME MAINTENANCE
Steady Home Maintenance
(601) 500-5040
steadyhomemaintenance.com

HOME WARRANTY
First American Home Warranty
(601) 212-4441

INSURANCE

Cole Mitchell Southern
Farm Bureau

(601) 856-3705

Insurance Protection Specialists
Tyler Wiltshire
(662) 466-6589

Jeff Zachary - State
Farm Insurance
(601) 362-4100

Riverside Insurance Agency, Inc
(601) 371-8355

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Matt Pitts State Farm

(601) 500-7631
Www.sfontherez.com

INSURANCE AGENCY
Goosehead Insurance
- Kyle Killens

(662) 352-8957

LANDSCAPING
MGC Landscapes
(601) 906-2593

MORTGAGE / LENDER
Cadence Bank

(228) 897-3399
Www.cadence
bank.com/mortgage

Diversified Mortgage Corp.
(601) 919-0066
Www.diversifiedmortcorp.com

Union Home Mortgage
(601) 862-8006
Www.uhm.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Citizens National Bank
(601) 607-3708
Www.yourcnb.com

Community Bank
(769) 777-6092
Communitybank.net

Mississippi Mortgage
(601) 316-7326
www.mississippimortgage.com

Trustmark Mortgage
(601) 825-1847
HTTPS//jsykes-trustmark.
mortgagewebcenter.com

MOVERS/RELOCATION
Movemint LLC

(769) 447-3040
Www.movemintlic.com

The Armstrong Company
(601) 856-8504

Two Men and a Truck
(601) 853-9644

PHOTOGRAPHY
Abe Draper Photography
(662) 219-5707

PLUMBING
Anglin Plumbing Service
(601) 421-6215

Www.anglinplumbingservice.com

PLUMBING SERVICES
3D Plumbing

(601) 910-5154
Www.3dplumbingms.com

REAL ESTATE TITLE/ATTORNEY

Luckett Land Title
(601) 622-8191

RESTORATION SERVICES
Paul Davis Restoration
(601) 398-0260
Www.pauldavisflowood

ROOFING AND
CONSTRUCTION

Halo Roofing & Restoration
(601) 717-0236

RCC Roofing & Construction
(601) 540-7754
Themississippiroofer.com

Watkins Construction & Roofing
(601) 966-8233
www.watkinsconstructioninc.com

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Complete Exteriors

(601) 326-2755
Www.completeexteriorsms.com

SOIL TESTING

Charles Blackwell Soil Testing
(601) 932-2239
Www.charlesblackwel
Itesting.com

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL
Family Termite and
Environmental Inc.

(601) 933-1014

Your Client's Homes with
Confidence

601.326.2755
@ @mscompleteexteriors

mplete

EXteriors

ROOFING - GUTTERS - SIDING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

completeexteriorsms.com
@ Complete Exteriors MS
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lWe prowde a Wlde range of professwnal 50|I testlngs services to meet your needs.
Our.goal is to'equip our customers with all the
knowledge needed in a timely manner at the most affordable price.

www.charlesblackwelltesting.com

601-932-2239 @ 601-608-8897

Your Local Resource

Homeowners LOVE
«F Mary Allen Bennett
Our Home Warranties " ! ; ryam-;g-m;m

mbennett@firstam.com

Home systems and appliances do breal, so

coverage always comes in handy. In fact, nearly - ==
half of aur members had a major home e =
gystem break in their first year with us.*

ﬁ"""\-{

firstamrealestate.com ﬂ First American

Phone Orders: 800.444.9030 Home Warranty “Your Cﬁ?ﬂﬁ are
My Clients”

e tor details

Your local agent for home & auto

Call me for a quote today

o StateFarm
Conventional = FHA = Rural Housing = VA

Matt Pitts, Agent r ; Y/ First Time Homebuyers Programs

1139 Old Fannin Road Suite G
Brandon, MS 39047-9258
601-500-7631
www.sfontherez.com
matt@sfontherez.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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Meet

The
Team

Dees Hinton Abe Draper
Owner/Publisher Photographer

Kayland Partee Cindy Raborn

Coordinator

Videographer/Photographer Assistant Publisher/Event

Carolyn Foley Susan Marquez
Ad Strategist Writer

£ 1G] in
Follow us on our social
channels for the latest
info on exclusive events,
newsmakers and more.
Website:
CentralMSRealPoducers.com
Facebook:
CentralMsRealProducers
Instagram:
centralmsrealproducers
YouTube:
www.youtube.com/@
CentralMSRealProducers

Gingerlyn Wallace
Creative Marketing Director

Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers

magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the

m DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2

publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.
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Magnolia “as
Inspections

" IRESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Team Magnolia
Is Ready To Serve You!

E/ Standard Home Inspections

E,s/ New Construction Inspections
D\/ Commercial Property Inspections
[/ Free Reinspections

D\/ Certified Mold Inspections

[ 24/7 online Appointment Scheduling

1490 W. Government St. | Suite 7 | Brandon, MS 39042

www.Magnolialnspector.com | 601.454.4073 office
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COMMUNITY BANK
MORTGAGE

OUR TEAM IS COMMITTED TO
YOUR CLIENT'S HOME BUYING

SUCCESS

KEVIN
LANGFORD

NMLS# 70252

ELAINE
TONEY

NMLS# 90873

MELISSA HYNETHIA MATT
USRY GROBE RICHARD WELCH
NMLS# 730127 NMLS# 1465529 NMLS# 1040218

CON

AC

US

COMMUNITYBANK.NET

f X MEMBER FDIC | T2} EQUAL HOUSING LENDER



& Armstrong N
- Local, long-distance & international mc:-viné !

-+ Short & long-term storage ~
+ Full or partial packing/unpacking "4"
- Convenient virtual survey options tl [ﬂ

- Crating & specialty item packing
* Home renovation moving & storage

- Organization & settling-in services
- Appliance & specialty item dis/reassembly E
1223 Highway 51 | Madison, MS 39110 | 601.856.8504 | goarmstrong.com l

Tie Your Closings With the Best!

* Residential & Commercial e« After-hours Closings

Real Estate Closings * Mobile, STATE-WIDE
* Title Confirmation Closings
James E Ren froe * Title Searches * Certificates of Title

° « Title Litigation * Business Formations
Renfroe & Perilloux, PLLC -« Wills and Estates » Bankruptcy
648 Lakeland East Drive, Suite A
Flowood, MS 39232

601.932.1011 » www.MSLawfirm.biz
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FIRE WATER MOLD CONTENTS BIOHAZARD

THE DIFFERENGE MAKERS™

Serving Central Mississippi

601-398-0260

THE

_"l"_c STEADY

HOME MAINTENANCE
Your Personal Handyman

F 0 R Licensed and Insured
info@steadyhomemaintenance.com

601-500-5040

MISSISSIPPI

DESIGN CENTER

MOHAWK | HENRY TILE | TARKETT
SHAW FLOOR | LEGENDARY | RICKERT
HAPPY FEET | CRESCENT | BEAU FLOR
S,

. W Aud G Wiach Wiere|

ﬁ 213 B-1 Promenade, Flowood (601-790-1804) | 1138 Weems St, Pearl (601-790-1030) | mississippiprodesign.com
FLOORS, COUNTERTOPS, BACKSPLASH, CABINETS, WINDOWS & DOORS

- i

AR TN I, -, N

Real coverage is stronge
than the weather.

When it's storm season, there are supplies to purchase

and precautions to take to make sure you and your home

are as safe as possible. But to really weather the storm, *
you need real strength. With home coverage from

Farm Bureau® Insurance, you can rest assured that no

matter how strong the winds - your coveragesisistrongel

Talk to your local Farm Bureau Insurance Agent today. FARM

BUREAU

INSURANCE

Cole Mitchell

Agent msfbins.com
601-856-3705

Cole.Mitchell@sfbcic.com

Auto. Home. Life.

* Mississippi Farm Bureau® Casualty Insurance Company, * Southern Farm Bureau® Casualty Insurance Company, * Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Co., Jackson, MS



PUBLISHER’S NOTE: DEES HINTON

WAYS TO

WINL
/— \

This Publisher’s Note is specifically for
our Preferred Partners!

We want to make sure you are taking
advantage of all the things Central
Mississippi Real Producers has to offer
which will grow your business in 2025!

Here are your 2025 Ways to
Win checklist:

THE MAGAZINE

Maximize Your Exposure, Connections

& Impact:

* Change your ad monthly or create
an annual rotating ad plan to remain
fresh and relevant.

* Ensure your ad is simple, attractive,
and grabs the attention of our real
estate audience.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
Feb. 7: Barbara Mooney
Feb. 8: Allison Daniels

Feb. 9: Lee Garland

Feb. 13: Shannon Roundtree

Feb. 14: Brady Anderson
Feb. 15: Amanda Taylor
Feb. 15: Brennan Williams
Feb. 20: Elissa Yarrow
Feb. 24: Ashton Walker
Feb. 25: Claire Pride

EVENTS

 Prioritize all CMRP events in your
calendar and attend as many
as possible.

* Read every issue of Real Producers
you receive — it’s like having a cheat
sheet when you meet agents and
other vendors face-to-face.

* Look through magazines for recently
featured agents to identify who you
want to meet.

* Coordinate with the Real Producers’
staff to make an introduction at
the event.

* Sponsor events for maximum
exposure and to make a big splash.

* Bring a door prize to guarantee your
name is heard by all attendees.

* Have a follow-up plan in place when
you meet contacts (coffee, lunch,
meeting, etc.)

SOCIAL MEDIA

» “Like” and “Follow” Central
Mississippi Real Producers on
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.

* Comment on our posts spotlighting
agents and partners so they see your
name every month.

* Join our partner private group.

* “Friend” the our monthly features,
then engage with them.

GO ABOVE AND BEYOND

* Let us know if you would like to be
featured on a WLBT Studio 3 segment
in 2025.

* Let us know if you would like to be
featured on a CMRP Podcast in 2025.

How you participate in the CMRP
community is entirely up to you,

but these practices are solid paths
toward building mutually beneficial
relationships and, ultimately, success as
a Real Producers Preferred Partner. We
value the partnerships we’ve cultivated
and remain dedicated to helping real
estate professionals connect and thrive.
Here’s to the power of collaboration,
growth, and success in the world of
real estate!

Dees

Working Together

Our vision at Cadence Bank is to help people, companies and communities prosper. Together, our local team of mortgage loan

officers works to bring that vision to life by providing customers with quality products and superior service.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL MISSISSIPPI MORTGAGE TEAM MEMBER TO GET PREQUALIFIED

Lisa Jenkins

100 Primos Road
Flowood, MS 39232
(601) 613-3340
NMLS# 484956

Brad Benton
525 E Capitol St
Jackson, MS 39201

(601) 502-6987
NMLS# 484954

Ternisha Bass Johnson
407 Hwy 80 E
Clinton, MS 39056

(601) 201-7201
NMLS# 76009

Dianna Bullock
2174 Main Street
Madison, MS 39110

(601) 951-0401
NMLS# 484946

/7% CADENCE

4 Bank

Janice Shumaker
120 Service Drive
Brandon, MS 39042
(601) 832-8227
NMLS #484957

Connie Stacy

407 Hwy 80 E
Clinton, MS 39056
(601) 260-7047
NMLS #484955

Michael Williams

1451 Canton Mart Road
Jackson, MS 39211
(601) 594-5731

NMLS #54479

Beth Jones

820 South Street
Vicksburg, MS 39180
(601) 415-4145
NMLS# 464585

Shanika Battle
1005 Ellis Avenue
Jackson, MS 39209

(601) 573-8376
NMLS# 1830704

Jacob Keith
2600 N State St
Jackson, MS 39216

(601) 942-9024
NMLS# 922113

Visit us online at CadenceBank.com/Mortgage

Connect With Us

@ Certain conditions apply. This is not a commitment to lend or rate guarantee
PENBER  © 2023 Cadence Bank. All Rights Reserved. Member FDIC. NMLS# 410279,

O000E
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UNION HOME MORTGAGE

GET ONE STEP CLD

TO HOME |

v R Tr

BUT IT WON'T WAIT LONG

TAKE THE NEXT STEP
TOWARD HOME RIGHT NOW.

PLUMBING

« Tankless & Traditional Water Heaters

» Sewer Replacement & Repair

* Water Leaks

« Commercial & Residential Plumbing Repair

Dylan Anglin, Owner

‘l.
(601) 421-6215 « anglinplumbing.com
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2 goosehead’

INSURANCE

Fast Coverage

We can quote and bind policies within an hour of initial contact.
We also look at the client's portfolio (including auto and umbrel-
la), to ensure no discounts are left on the table.

Binder Changes in 1 Hour

Our dedicated Binder team returns binder change requests with-

in an hour of receipt, even if you're needing the binder for a re-
finance.

Marketing Support

We're happy to partner with you for marketing events, one-on-
one strategy and advanced marketing tools that harness in-
depth data to drive your business.

Let's Work Together!

Kyle Killens

Agency Owner

Goosehead Insurance

404 Enterprise Drive, Suite E

Oxford, MS 38655

Email - Kyle Killens@Goosehead.com
Direct — 662.352.8957

Inspections You Gan Trust!
Prompt and Reliable

__-j?' uyer Inspections | Seller’s Inspections
== Buyer Inspections | Seller’s Inspect
Investment Property Inspections | Commercial Inspections

\]]&H!HHIPFIIH ‘l

LDBLS' 'y,

1'”4:_5“‘"

Offermg PAY AT CI.OSE'

Dave Riegel, Owner

Serving Central Mississippi
(601) 953-4897 | Jackson, Mississippi

mississippisbesthomeinspections.com

Commercial

Advertising

Editorial
Real Estate

Event

|
INSURANCE PROTECTION

ST

Agent

tyler.wiltshire@ips-ms.com

601-392-4040
662-466-6583 con

Free to do what’s right for you™

> a2

Al ENARY | MFELLL
NURAD LT LT

%5"'*”“ ProGRESvE BEBE v Metlife

Mutwal

TRAVELERS | rl Nationwide' 2 FOREMOST
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TOP PRODUCER

Cna

ovejoy

WRITTEN BY SUSAN MARQUEZ
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ABE DRAPER PHOTOGRAPHY

native of Richland, Mississippi,
Selena Lovejoy married her
high school sweetheart, Brad

Lovejoy when she was just 20 years
old. “We started dating when I was 15
and he was 17,” she says. The couple
both went to Richland High School.
Brad went to Mississippi State, and
when Selena graduated high school,
she went to Hinds for a year before the '
couple got married and she headed

to Starkville. She went to school and

worked at a make-up counter at McRae’s

in Columbus.

When Brad graduated, the couple
moved home to Richland. Selena went
to work for an internet company, and
Brad, an electrical engineer, took a
position at SkyTel. “Both companies
were located in downtown Jackson
and we rode to work together every
day.” Eventually, Brad went to work in
Clinton and Selena went to work for a
closing attorney in Brandon.

“The attorney was Buddy Youngblood at
Title and Escrow Services,” says Selena,
“and I worked on the closing side
for two years before having our
first child.” She stayed home
with the baby and during
that time Brad and her dad
worked together to build
the couple’s first home

in Florence. “We signed
the construction loan

the day before I gave
birth.” Selena’s job was

to pick up materials

her husband and dad
needed and deliver

them to the site in her
Ford Explorer with a

16’ trailer.

When their son Matthew
was a year old, Selena went
back to work for Buddy. “I
took him to work with me
when sick.” She continued
working there while
she was pregnant
with her daughter
and then went

home. When Anna
Grace was six months
old, Selena realized



66

I got my real estate
license in 2006, and
that gave me the
freedom to be there
for my kids.”

she needed a job that would allow her
to be more flexible. Between working
for a closing attorney, building a home,
Selena had a good grasp on the real

estate industry and decided she would
get her license.

“I got my real estate license
in 2006, and that gave me
the freedom to be there for
my kids.” She started with
Lee Garland with The
Garland Group. “I did all
of Lee’s closings (while at
Buddy’s office). He took me
under his wing and
pointed me in the right
direction. He also
introduced me
to volunteering on the
association level which
has become my passion.”
Selena joined the Jackson
Association of Realtors®
(now Central
Mississippi Realtors).

After almost nine years,
Selena made the move to
Front Gate Realty. “Shellye
and Stephanie Cummins are
fantastic. Both are very
involved in state and local
associations.” While there,
Selena realized she loved
the administration side of
the business. “Unlike a lot
of people, Ilove doing the
paperwork.” She moved to
REMAX Connection with
Julie Davis and her team,
where she did the back
side of deals. “I started
doing that full time and
still sold houses. I did
that for a year and a half
and last year I decided I
needed to pivot.”

Central Mississippi Real Producers - 21



I wanted to keep it
simple for now.”

With her daughter going into her junior
year, Selena went back to Front Gate
Realty and did all of Jeffrey Dillon’s
paperwork before opening her own
brokerage. Now she operates The
Lovejoy Group from a 400-square-foot
addition above her garage. “I wanted to
keep it simple for now,” she says. “It’s
just me, but when the time is right, I will
most likely add agents. My mom may

be licensed soon, and my husband has
actually had his license twice. I joke and
say he needs to get it renewed and come
to work for me. My nephews are also
interested in the business.”

While she sells primarily in Rankin
County, Selena says she will go
anywhere. “Last year I sold a property in
Magee.” Organizing systems is Selena’s
sweet spot — I don’t like to do the same
thing twice. If I can make a template

for it, I will.” Watching families grow

is what keeps her going. “I love telling
clients they are under contract. Helping
people is something I enjoy.”

Selena serves on the Board for CMR
and is in line to be president next year.
“Being on my own is a bit of a challenge
because I don’t have others in my

office that I can help. However, I still
help agents through my role as a board
member of CMR. I like that people call
me for advice.”

Outside of real estate, Selena is a fitness
enthusiast who teaches fitness classes at
a local gym. “I was certified to teach in
2017, and I do Body Pump classes as well
as Body Combat, RPM, and spin. I also
teach a balance and mobility class for
senior adults.” She is a member of this
year’s Leadership Rankin class. Selena
and Brad have three children: Matthew
(23) lives in Nashville, Anna Grace (20)

is a hospital technician at Blair Batson
Children’s Hospital in Jackson, and Kaleb
(15) is a freshman at Brandon High
School. The family attends Crossgates
Baptist Church.

Post Tension
Cables

Water

FOUNDATION

SERVICES

Prevention is the

BEST SOLUTIO

S

Management

[=]

[=];

uperior.MS 601.941.2125

Crawl Space
Encapsulation Retaining Walls Helical Pier

Schedule an Estimate

~al superior.ms/schedule-an-estimate/

Ar

Foundation Repair



RISING STAR

DEOLA SMITH CALLS ON

When Deola Smith went to college

at Southern Miss in Hattiesburg, it

felt like she was moving to a big city.
She grew up in Stringer, Mississippi,

a town with just over 1500 people. “I
went to school at Stringer Attendance
Center from first through twelfth
grade and graduated MISS SHS for the
class of 2009. We all knew everyone - I
only had 28 students in my graduating
class. I grew up in a very family-
oriented small town that felt very safe
and secure. It was a great childhood.”

FOR TAREER IN REAL ESTATE

WRITTEN BY SUSAN MARQUEZ ¢ PHOTOGRAPHY BY ABE DRAPER PHOTOGRAPHY

She chose to attend Southern Miss
because she had family who graduated
from there. “My grandmother was one
of the first Black nurses to graduate
from the registered nurses program at
USM and my uncle was in the The Pride
of Mississippi (band).” Another reason
she chose to attend Southern Miss is
because it was close to her parents.
“Hattiesburg was only 45 minutes away,
and my mom owned JJ’'s Design’s in
Laurel where she was a florist, a dress
designer, and she designed custom gift
baskets. She set up weddings every
weekend, often two or three a day, and I
was always the unhired help.”

With intentions of following in her
grandmother’s footsteps, Deola majored
in nursing. “That lasted one semester.
I hated to disappoint my grandmother,
but Ilearned quickly that nursing was
not for me.” Because she had done
dual enrollment in high school and
attended Jones Community College in
the summers, she had enough hours to
major in business management with
an emphasis on entrepreneurship and
graduate in three years.

While in college, Deola applied for
an internship at Sherwin-Williams.

“I went for the interview, wearing

Central Mississippi Real Producers - 25
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a three-piece suit — dressed for the
part! The interviewer asked me if I
had any experience and I told him
no. Then I told him all about my work
experiences with my mom and her
business and I was offered the job on
the spot. That interview was more like
a coaching session and the man who
interviewed me was a great mentor
throughout my career. I had a job
waiting for me in the management
training program after I graduated.”

That took her to Jackson, where she
trained at the store on Northside Drive
and I-55. “I started in 2012, the Monday
after graduating college and had a series
of four promotions, going from assistant
store manager to training store manager
position by 2018.” During that time,

she moved from Richland to Laurel to
Brookhaven and back to Jackson. “Each
time I had to relocate my family. My
husband worked at the Madison Post
Office and no matter where we moved,
he commuted to Madison.”

When it became apparent there was
no more room for promotions without
moving again, Deola had a decision to
make. “We bought our first house in
Brandon and we had two children. I
had to do what was best for my kids,
and being available for them and

my husband was important to me.”
She used her entrepreneurial skills

to start a t-shirt business, Designs by
Dee. “I worked that business from

the ground up,” she says. With hard
work and determination, “I used my
knowledge to create a brand for myself
in Brandon. I joined the Chamber, I did
volunteer work, and I networked in
the community.”

Covid slowed business down a bit and
Deola decided to take the real estate
course. “I started getting interested

in real estate when I was working at
Sherwin-Williams. I worked with a lot of
builders on colors and gained a passion
for new construction. Something clicked
and I decided that I was in a good

place to give real estate a go.” “I took
the course at the Mississippi Realtors®
Institute and passed the test.”

11

After interviewing top agents to learn
what to look for in a brokerage, she
chose to sign with Havard Real Estate
Group. “Derrick Havard was so nice.
We have an amazing relationship to
this day. He told me they don’t do a lot
of training, but since I had been in sales
so long I thought I would be OK.” After
a while, Deola says she needed to make
a change and God showed her where
to go. “I was invited to an open house
at The Agency! HAUS. I almost didn’t
go because it was a rainy night. They
talked about training and I said, ‘I hear
you, God.” I scheduled a one-on-one
meeting with Dwanna Stanley and she
gave me a blueprint that day on how to
run my business.”
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Deola attended the Tom Ferry Real
Estate Success Summit where she

“My mom always told merto sow into
Somei-h i ng sm UCh qas I (0| ni-ed fQ_ rea p F heard other stories and realized the

5 o opportunities are limitless. “It lit a fire
Gad 'o my Vision apd made under me.” She was named Rookie of
® ® ® " the Year in the first year at Agency!
it ten times bigger.

HAUS and closed on $1 million in

sales in the first six months. Now in

her third year in real estate, Deola
closed on her first multi-million-dollar
commercial deal. “It’s the largest deal
in the company’s history.” In March,
she received her company’s Rising Star
award. In August, she received NAREB’s
Top 50 Top Producer Award.

Realizing now that all she has done in
her life, from working with her mom
to her career with Sherwin-Williams
to running a business of her own and
networking in her community, Deola
set herself up for success in real
estate. “I've done all I have
with no paid ads and no
referral sites. I've relied
solely on my sphere of
‘%’\;\ influence and it has
“ grown from there.
§ My mom always
told me to sow
into something
asmuch as 1
wanted to reap.
God took my
vision and made it
ten times bigger.”

Deola and her husband,
Jimmie Lee Smith, Jr., have
two children, Jimmie (Jay
Lee, age 11) and Kaitlyn (age 9).
A very active mom, Deola says she
doesn’t like to miss anything. Kaitlyn
is a cheerleader, and both kids play
basketball. Jay Lee also plays football
and my husband has coached for four
years. I am the assistant coach for my
daughter’s basketball team.” Both kids
help with Deola’s open houses. “Both of
them also help me record my content
- they are training to be my media
team!” She also gets help from her
husband, parents and in-laws. “I'm so
blessed to do what I do and to have my
family involved.”
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BUYER INSPECTIONS « SELLER INSPECTIONS « MOLD TESTING

\ Smith Home
Inspections, LLC 4
"

With Smith Home Inspections, you will get a lot more
than just an inspection. The best part is it’s Free!

90 Day Warranty | MoldSafe | SewerGard | RecallCheck
a Full Concierge Service and More! e

To lean more, or schedule an inspection online, Joshua Smith

visit www.SmithHomInspectionsLLC.com Certified Home Inspections

MHIB #0681

PLALGN MowoSare sewer on ) G @D 15, @ 601-310-3199

A TRUSTED LENDER

IT MATTER

Greg Shows

o

Trust us with your home buying journey so you can enjoy time with . e
family and friends in your new home. That's The Power of Local. CltlZEl‘lS
National Bank

Castlewoods Banking Centre 102 Plaza Drive, Flowood, M5
Madison Banking Centra 114 Gran

Pear Orchard Banking Centre 744 South Pe hard Road, Ridgeland, MS
. 601.607.3708 | (c) 601.573.9262 | YourCNB.com
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Great home & auto
rates for any budget.

;‘0“1": Zk“gzﬁ'; Agent Surprisingly great rates await when you have options like bundling

ake Lour .

Jackson. MS 39232 your home and auto insurance. Call me for a quote today. o
Bus: 601-362-4100 P
jeff@jeffzachary.net

Like a good neighbor, State Farmis there.”

Conftact us and
ask about Studio 3
on WLBT!

State Farrn Mutual Autormobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm*

glt'-‘rﬁ Far T G Tlmml Irsurance Company underwriting requiremants, Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state,
acmington,

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farrn County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lioyds §
ateFarm

H01551

STUDIO, ¢ WLBTJ

ON YOUR SIDE

We want to work with you and your clients. I:lumbing
f v we are happy to offer 10% off to the Water - Sewer - Gas
(601) 910-5154

MNice to meet you! Residential & Commercial

Meeat central Mississippi's favorite new moving company! Kitchen ¢ Bath ¢ Drain Eleanlng R: FAMI[Y ‘TER MITE &
In three years of serving the Jackson-Metro area, we have Sewer Camera Inspection y L
Licensed & Insured | Call Today! EN“IR““MENTA[

received nothing but 5-star reviews--65 and counting!
#stagedbyg - G Design LLC - 601.408.5651 Cheeusnicalland fnd.cutwh Idolumbi
Property Staging | Interior Design | Unique Decor | Marketing & Events 501 _255_,{.432 WWW. piumoingms.com 60]'933']0]"

gdasignpage stagedbygdesign AR TR arh Tt e o measoc www.family-termite.com « office@family-termite.com
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Van Parham
Construction and
Roofing, Here to
Save the Day

WRITTEN BY SUSAN MARQUEZ
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ABE DRAPER PHOTOGRAPHY

Van Parham grew up in
Clarksdale, Mississippi,

and after graduating from
Clarksdale High, he enrolled
at Delta State University. “I
wasn’t sure what I wanted
to major in when I started
college,” he says. “I thought
I might like nursing school,
but realized early on that it
wasn’t for me.” Van went on
to earn a degree in criminal
justice with a minor in
biology, but he ended up
farming in Coahoma County,
growing cotton, corn,

and soybeans.

Van’s mother owned a flower shop in
Clarksdale where Van worked while
growing up. “I worked with and for
mostly women, so I learned early on how
to do anything they needed when they
needed it.” When he moved to the Metro
area, he remodeled houses, eventually
building and developing projects while
also repairing homes for Realtors®, who
are mostly women. “I understood what
they needed, and they knew they could
trust me to get the job done.”

By 2015 Van had 32 rental houses and
concentrated on roofing, building/
remodeling, and Realtor’s® punch lists
for closings. “They really are my favorite
customers,” he says. Today, twenty
years after he started his own business
here, he says most of his work comes
from Realtors®. “I don’t do any outside
marketing. I have regular high-volume
clients who call me whenever they need
something and I also get new clients via
word-of-mouth. Realtors® also send me
problem houses or problem situations

for me to buy, remodel, and give back to
them to list. 'm here for the Realtors®,
helping to get the house closed.”

One thing Van does that is of real value
to Realtors® is that he works directly
with buyers and sellers when there is
a problem. “I explain to them why we
need to do what we need to do. From
repairs to flaws or even perceived flaws
from home inspections, I can empathize
with both buyers and sellers, because
I've been on both sides.”

Van can handle any size construction
project, from repairs to new build. That
includes roofing, which is a large part of
his business. Parham Construction offers
free roof inspection and remodeling
quotes. “We will look at your roof before
you make an unnecessary insurance
claim,” Van says. “Relationships with
insurance companies are important
and we are here to help you.”

“We also added Parham
Plumbing three years ago
which is run by my son, Master
Plumber Max Parham. We

do drain line repairs, under
slab work, water heater
replacement, and general
plumbing. We are able to
inspect for broken sewer
lines under houses with

our advanced detection
equipment including
cameras and leak finders,
then we can make the
necessary repairs.” Van

says buyers’ agents would

do well to request a camera
inspection if a house has
been lifted or seems to need
foundation work. “There

is a good chance a broken
sewer line is under the house
causing the damage. It is not
standard operating procedure for
foundation companies to repair these
after lifting, so it is something to be
cautious of.” In addition to plumbing,
Max has been a pilot for seven years.
Van and Max enjoy taking their
plane for long weekend trips as
time allows.
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Van says he is not one to sit still. “If 'm
not working, I'm not sure what to do. I
don’t really care to watch TV, but I do
enjoy cooking, especially grilling and
smoking. I cook gumbo, chicken and
dumplings, and soups. I make a good
brisket and whole tenderloins.” When
he cooks, Van cooks a lot — “I think it was
Ben Franklin who said to ‘cook once, eat
twice.” I like to cook a lot and share it
with others. The Realtors® I work with
are like family; I sometimes give them
chicken and dumplings. They love it
because when they are busy, they don’t
have to cook.”

More than anything, Realtors® like
knowing they can count on Van to

get the job done. “I have been using
Van Parham for many years and I
value his work highly,” says Harriet
Brewer with Nix-Tann and Associates
in Jackson. “He does quality work and
is very dependable. He helps me with
many difficult issues. I could not work
without him!”

“The Realtors®

I work with are
like family; I
sometimes give
them chicken and
dumplings. They
love it because
when they are
busy, they don’t
have to cook.”

A Madison County resident, Van, and
his wife, Rebecca, live with their dogs
near Lake Cavalier. They have four
grown children and one grandchild. “I
love what I do,” he says. “I like helping
people and this is something I can do to
make things run smoothly for others.”

We oﬁ()lﬁe Helping
Your Clients Close On
Their Dream Home!

LAND TITLE INC

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS TITLE INSURANCE

601-414-4141

Jackson ¢ Brandon ¢ Madison ¢ Hattiesburg * Laurel

www.LandClosings.com
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On Friday, December 13th, we had our new friends. There was also an
Holiday Brunch at Eudora’s in the District! appearance by Santa himself!

s m oS - =
u E -l-llt

Over 150 REALTORS® and Preferred Thank you to our amazing
Partners stopped by to enjoy great Sponsors for helping make this
food, holiday drinks, door prizes, great event happen!

music and networking with old and

SPONSORS

PREMIER SPONSOR
Watkins Construction & Roofing

SILVER SPONSORS
Superior Foundation Services
WLBT

BRONZE SPONSORS
Mississippi Mortgage
Renfroe & Perilloux PLLC
The Armstrong Company
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2 2)/ TWO MEN AND A TRUCK.
= ‘Movers Who Care.”

Each franchise is independently awned and operated.

RIVERSIDE

INSURANCE AGENCY

CREATING Seautiful Spaces,
SPEClFlCI-\l.l.Y_ DESIGNED FOR YOU

Get The Insurance You Need At A Price You Can Afford

Helping you find the best value on auto insurance, home
insurance, business insurance, and more from several of

Mississippi’s most trusted carriers.

209 Park Place Cove, Ste. E 5606 I-55 S.
Pearl, MS 39208 Byram, MS 39272
769-251-0115 - 601-371-8355

MGC
Trey Deloach
mgclandscapes.com Bl

e WWW.RIVERSIDE1IST.COM
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A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

WATKINS

CONSTRUCTION & ROOFING

TRUST,

The Beginning of What We Buﬂd

SPECIALTIES

Roof Repair Commercial Roofing
Roof Replacement - Custom Flashing
Roof Wash Siding

Metal Roofs Gutters

10 YEAR LABOR WARRANTY
LICENSED « BONDED « INSURED

ERe Mt SCHEDULE YOUR NO-COST
ROOF ASSESSMENT TODAY!

M s01-966-8233
NoMoreRoofl.eak.com




