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Full service wood destroying
organism inspection services

Expert Termite 
Inspections to 
Seal the Deal
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Newly Constructed Homes & Realtor Transactions

24 Hour Turnaround Reports

Timely Results
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(209) 497-5777 • BestPest209.com
License #PR 8106

ANTHONY
Owner & Operator 
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REMODELING | RENOVATIONS
CUSTOM PATIOS & OUTDOOR KITCHENS

Boost Curb Appeal with a Patio Upgrade!Boost Curb Appeal with a Patio Upgrade!

(209) 400-7702
schatzconstruction@gmail.com
www.schatz-construction.com

Give us a
call today or
visit online for
a FREE quote.

INTEGRITY

We specialize in installing
new energy-e�cient roofing systems.

CSLB license # 1021762

VISIT US ONLINE FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE!

We always put

Roof Inspections

Roof Repairs

Roof Replacements

t r u e r o o f c a .c o m  / /  ( 2 0 9 )  7 1 8 - 7 6 6 3

ON TOP.
Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – 
Tune in for free today

podcast.realproducersmag.com
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As another year ends, one thing is clear: 2025 
was the year of change. But here’s the good 
news: 2026 is full of opportunities for those 
who are ready to work smarter. The agents 
who will thrive next year are the ones who 
are knowledgeable, compliant, and relevant.

Here are 10 ways to level up in 2026:
Read the New Forms (Before You Use Them) 
C.A.R. rolls out a forms release in December and June. Make it 
a habit to read the Forms Release Summary & Drafts prior to 
using them or*shameless plug** attend one of my classes!

Stay Tuned to Local Policy Changes 
Cities and counties continue to adjust ordinances, ADU 
rules, and water or fire-related mandates. Subscribe to city 
newsletters or attend planning meetings. Local updates can 
affect listings, appraisals, and liability.

Keep Up with Statewide Housing Legislation 
Every January, new real estate laws take effect. Review C.A.R.’s 
annual “New Laws” summary or attend Legal Live webinars to 
stay current on changes to agency, advertising, and disclosure 
requirements.

Follow Economic and Housing Updates 
Clients expect you to understand market trends. Learn how 
to interpret MLS data and attend trusted forecast events such 
as those led by Jordan Levine, C.A.R.’s Chief Economist. Ask 
lenders and appraisers for reliable podcast recommendations 
to stay informed.

Track Community Trends & Development 
Stay informed about new housing, large employer 
development, and infrastructure projects in your service areas. 
Clients value agents who understand the full picture, not just 
property prices.

Build Your Professional Network 
Connect with lenders, inspectors, appraisers and insurance 
agents. Building these relationships keeps you informed about 
market shifts and makes you a stronger resource for clients. 

Revisit Your Buyer and Seller Presentations 
Update your buyer and seller packets to include the newest 
forms and explanations. Ensure compliance with agency law 
and representation disclosures. Outdated presentations are 
compliance risks waiting to happen.

Take Your 2026 Education Seriously 
As the Chair of the CVAR Professional Development & 
Education, I encourage every agent to commit to regular 
training. Attend brokerage sessions, C.A.R. webinars, and local 
classes to strengthen your knowledge.

Use AI Responsibly 
AI can improve efficiency, but you are still responsible for 
your content. Always review and edit before publishing or 
sending. Disclose any altered images, as required under AB 
723, effective in 2026.

Communicate Clearly and Set Expectations 
Control the transaction by setting timelines and explaining 
obligations upfront. Categorize disclosures and reports for your 
clients and guide them through each one yourself.

Final Thought 
As you close out 2025, celebrate your progress and prepare for 
a stronger, smarter 2026. Agents who continue to learn, adapt, 
and lead with integrity will not just survive industry change, 
they will shape it.

See you in Compliance Corner in 2026!

10 Ways to 
Level Up Your 
Business and 
Professionalism 
in 2026 
BY ALVENA MARYAM SAFAR, DRE 01509140, 

BROKER/OWNER OF CALPRIME REALTY & 

VICE CHAIR OF THE C.A.R. STANDARD FORMS 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

COMPLIANCE CORNER

DAMON'S HOME
I N S P E C T I O N S

209.502.0221

House

Pool

Pest

Roof

Ask about discounts
when bundling!

Damon Stevenson
damontheinspector@gmail.com
Damon Stevenson
damontheinspector@gmail.com

Your Client's Peace Of Mind Is Our PurposeYour Client's Peace Of Mind Is Our Purpose

Call or Text 209.996.1732
Brady@freedomscalar.com

Your Partner in New
Solar and Battery, System

Audits, and Upgrades

We help your 
clients inspect, 

understand, and 
upgrade existing 
solar systems– 

especially when 
the original 

installer is out of 
the picture.

What We Offer:
• Full Solar System Inspections
• Add-On Solar Panels & Battery Installations
• Contract & Warranty Reviews
• Roof, Wiring & Electrical Checks
• Monitoring App Setup + 10-Page Report

Let's simplify solar for your 
clients and your closings!

BRADY ANDERSON
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COVER STORY

AGAINST  ALL  ODDS :  P R O D U C I N G  H E R  O W N  A M E R I C A N  D R E A M

DHANJAL

Originally from India, Shaly holds 
a bachelor’s degree in economics 
from a prestigious university. 
Even before moving across 
continents, she had always been 
business minded, from helping 
her family with entrepreneurial 
projects to building a strong sales 
background from the age of 18. 
Still, arriving in America meant 
starting over in an unfamiliar 
environment, relying on 
resilience rather than resources 
as she worked to create a new life 
for her family.

When Shaly arrived in California in 2014, 
her life was unrecognizable from the one she 
had built over the previous fourteen years in 
Kenya. She had just faced the unimaginable—
the tragic death of her husband—which left 
her to raise two young children on her own. 
Determined to give them stability and a new 
beginning, she made the courageous decision 
to move to the United States, settling near her 
father in California’s Central Valley to rebuild 
her life from the ground up.

Shaly
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“I started as a loan assistant,” she recalls. “But 
after a year, I realized I wasn’t meant to sit 
behind a computer all day. I needed to be out 
there, connecting with people.”

That realization sparked a leap of faith. In 
December 2015, she earned her real estate 
license, a step that would soon transform her 
life.. With no established network or family 
connections in the area, she relied on her grit, 
discipline, and belief that exceptional service 
and honesty would set her apart.

Her first brokerage stint was brief, but when 
she attended a real estate conference where 
EXIT Realty’s leadership spoke about training 
and mentorship, she immediately felt at 
home. “I knew I had found my tribe,” she says. 
“They taught me everything about business 
and about people.”

It did not take long for her dedication 
to show results. Through hard work, 
consistency, and a reputation for integrity, 
Shaly steadily built a loyal client base. “What 
makes me happiest is not the number of 
deals I close,” she shares. “It is seeing my 
clients’ joy when they get the keys. That 
feeling makes me want to do more.”

Over the years, Shaly has become known 
as one of the area’s top-producing agents, 
earning recognition within EXIT’s top one 
percent nationwide. This December marks 
her tenth year in real estate—a decade in 
which she has reached an extraordinary 
career milestone of $281 million in 
production. Along the way, she has received 
numerous honors, including EXIT Realty’s 
Million Dollar Circle Award, annual Top 
Producer awards for both volume and sides, 
the CVAR Masters Club distinction, and many 
more acknowledgments of her excellence and 
consistency. Her accomplishments are the 
result of quiet determination, the unwavering 
support of her loved ones, and a faith that has 
guided her through every step of the journey.

Her children, Riya and Tegh, have been a 
part of her journey from the very beginning. 
“When I first started, they were so young. Riya 
would help me with marketing and flyers, and 
my son would come with me to drop them 
off,” she says, smiling at the memory. What 
began as small moments of support became a 
family effort that bonded them through every 
challenge and milestone. Today, both children 
hold real estate licenses—a testament to how 

closely they grew alongside their 
mother’s work—though each is 
now following a path uniquely 
their own.

Riya, now 24, is pursuing her law 
degree at the UC Berkeley School 
of Law. “She has always been 
strong-minded and focused,” 
Shaly says with pride. “Even as a 
child, she knew she wanted to be 
a lawyer.”

Her son, a dedicated basketball 
player, is now in college at 
Sacramento State, exploring 
his own path with the same 
determination. Shaly supports 
him wholeheartedly. “Whatever 
they do, I just want them to be 
happy and grounded,” she says. 
“They are my biggest motivation 
to keep working hard.”

Beyond her business, Shaly has 
always believed in giving back. 
Though she prefers not to talk 
about it publicly, she quietly 

supports children’s education and 
helps families in need, both in 
her community and abroad. “For 
me, giving should come from the 
heart, not for recognition,” she 
says.

To stay centered, she turns to 
yoga, meditation, and daily 
workouts—rituals that keep her 
grounded amid a busy life. “It’s 
the one hour that’s just for me,” 
she says. “It makes me happier, 
calmer, and more grateful.”

A decade after arriving in the 
United States with nothing but 
her children, her faith, and her 
determination to rebuild, Shaly 
has created not only a successful 
business but a life grounded in 
purpose and peace. “Everything I 
have today came from faith and 
hard work,” she reflects. “I did 
not choose this journey, but I am 
thankful for where it has brought 
me and for the people who have 
been part of it.”

I DID NOT CHOOSE THIS JOURNEY, 

BUT I AM THANKFUL FOR WHERE 

IT HAS BROUGHT ME AND FOR THE 

PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN PART OF IT.
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Soup Sisters and 
Broth Brothers
A Friendsgiving with Purpose

A
s the year comes to a close and the holidays encourage all of us to slow down, 
the Real Producers community gathered for something meaningful. Soup 
Sisters and Broth Brothers was a Friendsgiving centered around connection, 

cooking, and giving back.

In partnership with Gather, this hands-on cooking experience brought together local 
realtors and partners for an evening filled with conversation, teamwork, and the cozy 
aroma of simmering pots. Guided by the team at Gather, everyone learned how to 
prepare a variety of soups, each one made with intention.

The heart of the night was the impact beyond the kitchen. Every soup made during the 
event was donated to Haven Women’s Shelter in Modesto, offering comfort to women 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
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Call us today! 209.923.3827
BREWERMOVING.COM

Need Movers? Elevate Every Listing
With Blue Collar

From custom 
countertops to elegant 
tile and shower panel 
installations, we deliver 
the cra
smanship that adds 
value and appeal.

Contact Antonio today for a FREE Estimate!

(510) 978-9678 | (209) 252-9740

Lic # 1052975

Scan here for
a discount!

WULFFILMS

Cody Lindo, Lead Creative & Founder  |  (209) 449-6705  |  Wulffilms2020@gmail.com  |  WulfFilms.com

At Wulf Films, we 
specialize in helping 
real estate agents 
showcase their 
listings with top-tier 
marketing solutions. 
Ready to take your 
real estate marketing 
to the next level? 
Contact us today to 
learn about our first 
shoot deals and other 
exclusives!

PHOTOGRAPHY  |  REAL ESTATE  |  VIDEOGRAPHY

Elevate Your Real Estate Marketing with Wulf Films

and families who need a little warmth during the holiday 
season. It was a beautiful reminder of the difference we can 
make when we come together with purpose.

Soup Sisters and Broth Brothers became more than a 
Friendsgiving celebration. It showcased the generosity, heart, 
and community spirit that make Real Producers so special. We 
look forward to hosting more gatherings like this in the future. 
If you are interested in being part of the next one, please reach 
out to me at isabel.sweet@realproducersmag.com.



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

SPECIALIZING IN ALL 
FACETS OF TILE DESIGN
& INSTALLATION
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C H R I S  B A R R I O S
Owner
(209) 345-4316

Check out our work
on Instagram!
@barrios_tile


