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Your Beacon in Every @ ‘ AMERICA'S ONE
Real Estate Transaction.

Make it easier for a local hero to become a homeowner with a . PROTECTING

Gratitude Mortgage from DFCU Financial. YOUR INVESTMENT
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dfcu ins s s Lighthouse T = W W W.AMERICASONETITLE.COM
Gl a® FINANCIAL g::‘aj:::d( E rc Fo 2t e R e ——— (616) 365-4100
i (888) 782-3210 - LIGHTHOUSETITLE.NET
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TITLE INSURANCE AND SETTLEMENT

When protecting
what matters most, the

EXPERIENCE
MATTERSO M. SCHNEIDER ELECTRIC LLC

Call Katerberg Rappuhn Agency today! SHOCKINGLY GOOD SERVICE
(616) 662-1111 | KaterbergRappuhnAgency.com

1844 Baldwin St, Jenison VETE RAN OWN E D
BUSINESS

EFARMBUBEAU MSCHNEIDERELECTRIC.COM
. INSURANCE® A Company 616-550-3348

Auto | Home | Life | Business | Farm | Lake Estate

2 - December 2025 Grand Rapids Real Producers - 3




Preferred Pariners

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses, and thank them for supporting the real estate community!

CLEANING

McPHALL Does It All
Emily Reens-McPhall
(616) 581-3215
www.mcphalldoesitall.com

CLIENT APPRECIATION/
CLOSING GIFTS

Tall Beard Woodcraft
Rudy Schultz

(248) 877-7839
tallbeardwoodcraft.com

DECKS

Jason Brower Construction
(616) 292-0032
jasonbrowerconstruction.com

EGRESS WINDOWS

WMGB Home Improvement
(616) 205-3231

wmbg.com

ELECTRICIAN

M. Schneider Electric
(616) 550-3348
mschneiderelectric.com

EVENT ENTERTAINMENT
The Todd Everett Experience
(248) 808-1902
www.thetoddeexp.com

FOUNDATION REPAIR
AND WATERPROOFING
Foundation Specialist, LLC
(616) 438-0551
foundationspecialistmi.com

HEATING & COOLING
Absolute Heating

and Ventilation

(616) 866-5096
absoluteventilation.com

Andringa’s Mechanical
Ryan Andringa

(616) 359-2825
www.andringasmech.com
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HOME INSPECTION
Four Seasons
Property Inspections
Sawyer Goodyke
(616) 916-8014

www.fourseasonsinspections.net

Hawkeye Inspection Services
Tony Zaidel
(616) 322-9551

www.tonyzaidelinspections.com

Over And Underwood
Home Inspection
James Underwood
(616) 454-8500
overandunderwood.com

INSURANCE

Goosehead Insurance
Cody Harding
goosehead.com/agents/mi/
kentwood/cody-harding

Farm Bureau Insurance
Katerberg Rappuhn Agency
Justin Rappuhn

(616) 662-1111
www.katerbergrappuhn
agency.com

MORTGAGE
Dart Bank
Dan Moralez
(616) 499-1996
dartbank.com

DFCU Financial
(313) 207-3439
www.dfcufinancial.com

Northern Mortgage
Tim Meduna

(616) 514-9740
northernmtg.com/tim

Preferred Rate
Stacy Miller-Kuiper
(616) 430-4141
preferredrate.com

MOVING & STORAGE
Morse Moving & Storage
(734) 484-1717
www.morsemoving.com

MOVING SERVICES
Pink Zebra Moving
(616) 552-8636
pinkzebramoving.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION
MORTGAGE

DFCU Financial

(313) 207-3439
www.dfcufinancial.com

PAINTING

CertaPro Painters of
Grand Rapids

Mark Williamson

(616) 258-0677
certapro.com/grandrapids

PHOTOGRAPHY

Forward Exposure Photography

(616) 307-8800
www.forwardexposure.com

PHOTOGRAPHY &
VIDEO SERVICES
harr Creative

(517) 974-7809
harrcreative.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/
VIDEOGRAPHY/DRONES
Brian McDonald Photography
(616) 209-8469
www.brianmcdonald
photography.com

Fresh Start Studios
Jen Smits

(616) 550-9871
freshstartstudios.com

PLUMBING
Boulder Plumbing
(616) 437-1856

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
WMGB Home Improvement
(616) 205-3231

wmbg.com

ROOFING & REPAIRS
Complete Roofing & Repair
(616) 241-6688
completeroofingrepair.com

ROOFING/SIDING

Jason Brower Construction
(616) 292-0032
jasonbrowerconstruction.com

TITLE COMPANY
Lighthouse Title

(888) 782-3210
www.lighthousetitle.net

Sun Title
Elizabeth Carr
(616) 466-3993
suntitle.com

TRANSACTION COORDINATOR
Elite Leverage Inc.

Liz Rehner

(734) 751-9143
eliteleverageinc.com

VIDEO PRODUCTION/
MARKETING/PHOTOGRAPHY
Context Imaging

Craig Rinzema

(616) 214-6905
contextimaging.com

Tony Zaidel
. Inspection Services
A Hawkeye Company

616.322.9551 * TonyZaidellnspections.com

One-stop-shop for all
your Real Estate
Imagery services:

Jrant

REAL ESTATE
photography

Photography © Videography ° Drone/Aerial Photo & Video

3D Virtual Tour * Floor Plans ¢ 3D Zillow Tours ¢ Virtual Staging
Servicing West Michigan and Beyond

www.freshstartstudios.com

616.550.9871 ¢ jen@freshstartstudios.com

Official Partner
for Moving Services

Mention Real Pr

for up to 2 Months of

FREE Storagg_ 5

_aMorse Moving & Storage

Apu:}ﬁi:r&d\b’:l_m

« Expen Fleet Alocation lor Real Estate

» Saamiess Olient Transitlons &
Personalized Service

* Actve involvement in Real Estats
Industry Events

s Trusted by Top Agents bor 65+ Years
Partner with Morse Moving & Storoge
. Today to Hevate Your

. ‘ i : - E -

.

Contact us Toda
for a Free Quote!

734-484-1717
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Brenda

Pratt TOP PRODUCER

“n

Seasons

INTERNACHI
CERTIFIED

YOUR BEHIND-THE-SCENES PARTNER

FOR SMOOTHER CLOSINGS

Home Inspections

T _; k. = Well & Septic Evaluatiqns
'_-u_ﬂll_ o Sewer Camera Inspections
E .1“_ * . Hud Compliance Certifications
i¥e = for Manufactured Homes
SCAN HERE Water, Mold, Asbestos

T0 BOOK and Radon Testing

(616) 916-8014
FOURSEASONSINSPECTIONS.NET
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Preferred Partners

Meet the Team

Event Recap: End of the Year Celebration
Partner Spotlight: Preferred Rate

Agent on the Rise: Ignacio Peralta

Top Producer: Brenda Pratt

Event Recap: RP Elevate

If you are interested in nominating people for certain stories,
please email us at: terra.csotty@n2co.com

We've Built Something New!

Same photographers,
same quality, all new
platform.

PhotoReal was created to give you an
even better experience. The future of
real estate photography is here!

s/ Choose your date & time
J Choose your photographer
q,/ Shop transparent pricing
+/ Allon a single platform

— @ PhotoReal

Join Today!

Mo subscriptions ever. You just pay a small
booking fee when you place an order. And,
PhotoReal is completely free to photographers!

Place your first order at
photoreal.io

But first, you shauld know, we're not another real estate phatogrophy
campaty:. We babeve the future of real astate phatography 5 not
onather franchise ar photography business. Becouse ol its core, real
estate is about relationships, Including the relationship between an
agent and their fovorte phatographer,

To learn more about why harr Creative is making this change scan

this code. We look forward to seeing your next order on PhotoReal!




Meet
The

Team

R §'u

Terra Csotty Ashley Streight Becca Ebenhoch Joseph Cottle
Owner/Publisher Content Coordinator/ Relationship Manager/ Account Executive
Publishing Assistant Event Coordinator

Geneva Eilertson Amanda Matkowski Jacob Harr Brian McDonald
Ad Strategist Editor/Writer harr Creative LLC Brian McDonald Photography
Photographer Photographer/Videographer

|
ﬁ : . m

Follow us on social media and check out our new

website: www.grandrapidsrealproducers.com.

Todd Everett Real Leverage Solutions
The Todd Everett Experience Social Media
Event Vibe Curator

remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

u DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but

Inspecting Your Investment with Integrity
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Servicing Residential & Commercial Properties

Infrared Thermal Scan = Sewer Scope Inspections

= Air Quality Testing « Termite/ VA Termite Inspections
« Radon Testing « Comprehensive Water Testing
=« Pool Inspections « Mold Testing-Full Lab Results

Reports in 24 Hours « Mew Construction Inspections

1 A §
overandunderwood.com

pmkx&zebra

moving

We make every move

an extraordinary experience!

Move Your Clients With Confidence — Book Now!

(616) 552-8636

pinkzebramoving.com

« CABINETRY + WALLPAPER REMOVAL L
+ DRYWALL REPAIR - EXTERIOR/INTERIOR CARPENTRY
- CUSTOMER TESTIMONIALS - RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL

« LICENSED INSURED + LOCALLY OWNED

Be Featured in
Real Producers

Apply for you or someone you know to be
featured in an upcoming article.

WHO WE FEATURE:

* RISING STARS:

High-perfoerarg agenis who e
bpen in real estate for less than
Gyears

« DIFFERENCE MAKERS:

Those who maike a difference in the
community throwgh charitable or
philanthrogic waork.

- PARTHERS:

Highily recommended and strongly
endorsed real estabe and home
LEriCE providers.

* CONTRIBUTORS:

HKreradedgealsle irnduitry
professicnals whe provide 500
B0 -word educational articies

« TOPAGENTS:

Agents wha perfomn in the top
300-500 n the market and have

an interesting or nspirational story

L Rl

¥% am

OLF

EXTERIOR INTERIOR ":ﬂi

616-724-2424
CERTAPRO.COM/GRANDRAPIDS
Each CertaPro Pairters® business is scependentty oamed and opersied.

Contact Us Today MM

protocols and

For a Free Estimate! G

BRIANMCDKENALD

PHOTOGRAPHY

Photography | Drone Photography & Video | Video Tours
3D Virtual Tours | Floor Plans | Virtual Staging

Brian McDonald | (616)209-8469

brian@brianmcdonaldphotography.com
www.brianmcdonaldphotography.com

Grand Rapids Real Producers - 9



EVENT RECAP

Thank You for
Attending Our End
of Year Celebration!

YOUR MORTGAGE,
MADE SIMPLE.

o Voo

Thank you to our Host & Sponsor — Main Event — Jacob
Harr with harr Creative LLC for taking photos, and
Brian McDonald with Brian McDonald Photography

for taking videos! We’re so glad you joined us!

Check out next month’s issue and our social

media pages for photos from the event! Senior Loan Officer
616.514.9740
To sponsor a future event, email terra.csotty@n2co.com. mmm?ﬂgmmm.m

7T Ba4th 51 Sw Byron Canter, M1 49315
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AC SERVICE ® HEATING SERVICE  WATER HEATER REPAIR & INSTALLATION

" SEALING DEALS \T
A MePhal WITH COMFORTABLE jy, ==
CLIMATE CONTROL, %7 = .

] :':.li,-lljs il & |' '.“,, A

o ABSOLUTE @

HEATING & VENTILATION LLC |
616.581.3215 '
MCPHALLDOESITALL.COM

616-866-5096 * absoluteventilation.com -

I hired Emily to help me clean
my house when I was going X

through life changes in a short rd A
time period and I found myself (‘O{/f #M’(’? f(// (”(7/

POWERED BY -

incredibly busy, unable to keep - F re d
up and frustrated. Emily came T @ g(ll\nf \u.d-

in and worked alongside me
while I decluttered. It was

a huge relief to have a
clean, refreshed house
after she left. Thank

you, Emily, for all the

hard work you put into

my house! -Tonya ’ ’

A Partner You Didn't =

Know You Needed

..';IEI
r-:E’-L;"I':I.' BRYAN FOSTER
\ -..|; OWNER
(616) 217-4719 . O [

n @grrealproducers GRAND RAPIDS

REAL PRODUCERS.

.@ @grrealproducers
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PHOTOS BY JACOB HARR WITH HARR CREATIVE LLC

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Rate

LIMITS

At Preferred Rate with American
Pacific Mortgage, Stacy Miller-
Kuiper sfands out as a powerhouse
of determination and expertise. The
driving force behind its Michigan
branch, Stacy has transformed

a two-person operation info @
thriving team of 21 in just two

and a half years. Thanks to her
leadership, Preferred Rate has
seen remarkable growth in both
market presence and client reach.

Stacy’s journey to mortgage lending was
shaped by a desire to blend her love

for numbers with a passion for helping
people. Born in Bay City and raised in
LeRoy, Michigan, Stacy found her calling
in the industry after she realized that
she craved more human interaction
during an accounting internship. Her
career path in mortgages has allowed
her to combine her analytical skills
with a personal touch, making a
tangible difference in people’s lives.

“Buying a home is a very personal
and emotional experience,” Stacy
said. “My job is to keep the buyers
excited about the process, sellers
calm, and the agents informed.”

The cornerstone of Stacy’s success lies in
her people-first approach. Her branch at
Preferred Rate, a top 10 retail mortgage
bank, offers an unparalleled range of
products — from conventional loans

to complicated financing solutions.
“Anyone can do the easy, conventional
loans,” Stacy explained. “We excel

at the challenging, complex loans.”

As a result, Stacy and her team have

Grand Rapids Real Producers - 13




earned a reputation for reliability and
innovation, attracting a diverse clientele
who are seeking tailored solutions.

Preferred Rate’s extensive portfolio
includes construction loans, doctor
loans, multiple down payment
assistance programs, jumbo loans,
reverse mortgages, and even specialized
products such as ITIN and DSCR
loans. This versatility — combined
with direct selling relationships with
Freddie Mac, Fannie Mae, and Ginnie
Mae — positions Stacy’s team to serve
a wide array of clients. Their ability
to offer such a broad spectrum of
products ensures that they can meet
the unique needs of each client, no
matter how specific or complex.

Stacy is committed to understanding
and addressing the nuanced challenges
faced by different client groups. She
holds a designation as a Certified
Divorce Lending Professional (CDLP),
specializing in helping divorce clients
navigate their unique financing
needs. She also invests in herself
through coaching and continuous
learning so that she remains ahead
in the ever-changing industry.

“The internet has changed everything,
particularly client knowledge of

rates and options,” Stacy explained.
“Change requires adapting and
evolving to match the changes and
stay ahead of the competition.”

Stacy’s success reaches beyond her
career: Together with her husband,
Tom, she has raised six children while
skillfully juggling the demands of a busy
family life and a flourishing profession.
The couple recently purchased a home
in southwest Florida, where they

- E- 8 .
Photo by Katherine Tippett
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look forward to mastering boating
and fishing with their children.

A fitness enthusiast, Stacy has
competed in numerous events over
the years, including winning three
World Champion titles in the Glamour
division of the Ultimate Fitness Events
(UFE) federation. She draws parallels
between her fitness achievements and
her professional success, emphasizing
the importance of discipline in

both arenas. “Put in the work and
results will follow,” Stacy said.

Beyond personal and professional
achievements, Stacy finds fulfillment
in knowing that her children are
happy and independent. She also
enjoys spending time with her work
colleagues and receiving heartfelt
appreciation from clients.

As she looks to the future, Stacy
remains committed to growth and
excellence. Her branch’s expansion
from two to 21 employees in such

a short time is evidence of her
leadership and the trust she inspires

in both clients and colleagues.

Her vision for the upcoming years
includes further expansion and
continued innovation in mortgage
solutions, guaranteeing that her team
remains a leader in the industry.

For aspiring mortgage professionals
and real estate agents, Stacy
emphasizes relationship-building,
adaptability, and continuous self-
improvement — a blueprint for
success in the real estate industry.

As Preferred Rate maintains its high-
ranking status in the mortgage lending
industry, Stacy is ready to navigate
whatever challenges that lie ahead.
With her unique blend of financial
acumen, people skills, and steadfast
determination, she’s redefining what it
means to be a leader. Her legacy is one
of innovation and excellence, setting

a high standard for others to follow.

For more information about Stacy and
Preferred Rate, visit preferredrate.
com/loan-officer/stacy-anne-miller-
kuiper or call 616-430-4141.

MIKE MCKAY - EMILY COWAN
DIRECTOR OF SALES VP & MANAGING PARTNER

e

HERE’S HOW:

SAFETY & COMPLIANCE:
meet modern building codes
with emergency exit access
for basements & lower levels.

MARKET APPEAL:
brighten dark basements with
natural light, creating livable,

attractive spaces.

INCREASED SQUARE FOOTAGE:
transform basements into legal
bedrooms, maximizing usable

space.

BOOST RESALE VALUE:
buyers recognize the added
safety and functionality, which

translates into higher offers.

CALL US TODA

FOR A FREE
Replacement ~ Home Insulation  EntryDoors, | 6= 0 |\ b3 EI B ey plo ),

Windows  &Energy Solutions & Patio Doors, 616 205 3231 ’
n [ ]

Shingles

Flat

Complete Roofing & Repair

* Residential & Commercial Roof Replacement Services
* Residential & Commercial New Construction Services
* Roof Evaluations & Reports * Roof Repairs

Don't just get it done,
get it Complete.

616-241-6688

www.completeroofingrepair.com
info@completeroofingrepair.com
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AGENT ON THE RISE

PERALTA

These lessons would prove
invaluable as he navigated his
way through various challenges
to become an agent and investor.

Before entering the real estate
industry, Ignacio worked as a
manager at an industrial laundry.
“After working two jobs for over
seven years of my life, I realized
that it was not the lifestyle I
wanted to have,” he said. Ignacio
began to explore real estate
investments, which eventually
sparked his passion for educating
others about property acquisition.

Since obtaining his license in
November of 2020, Ignacio has
made significant strides in his
career. In just five years, he has
achieved a career volume of over
$25 million — with last year’s
volume reaching an impressive
$8.1 million — and sold over 100
homes. He also earned a spot in
Grand Rapids Real Producers’ “All
Stars under 35” category in 2024.

Ignacio’s approach to real estate
is deeply rooted in his desire to
build generational wealth. “What
inspired me to become a real
estate agent was my passion for
building generational wealth

F R O M H U M B L E B E G | N N | N G S through real estate,” he explained.
TO REAL ESTATE ALL-STAR His enthusiasm evolved into a

drive to educate and empower

PHOTOS BY JACOB HARR WITH HARR CREATIVE LLC clients —whether they’re first-
time homebuyers or investors,

From his humble beginnings in American Dream. He was raised or simply looking to upgrade.

Oaxaca, Mexico, to becoming by a single immigrant mother

a successful real estate agent alongside his older sister, and Despite his successes, Ignacio has

at Bellabay Realty, Ignacio learned the value of hard work faced difficulties in the industry

Peralta is a testament to the and perseverance early in life. like any other professional. “My

Grand Rapids Real Producers - 17




“IT DOES NOT MATTER THE CIRCUMSTANCES;

YOU’LL START GENERATING RESULTS.”

biggest challenge is organization
and learning to say no,” he
admitted. To overcome these
obstacles, Ignacio has sought
guidance from a mentor and
enrolled in coaching programs,
demonstrating his commitment
to continuous improvement.

Outside of his professional life,
Ignacio is a devoted family

man. He and his wife, Sandra,
are raising five children who
range from 17 to 6 years old.

The family enjoys traveling,
watching movies together, and
staying active through gym visits
and trips to parks and water
parks. Ignacio also finds time

to support charities such as the
Bellabay Foundation, Boys & Girls
Clubs, and Meaning In Colors.

Looking to the future, Ignacio
sees real estate as more than
just a career. “Real estate is my
life,” he said. “Real estate has
given me so many opportunities
that I love to share with

future clients and friends.”

Ignacio derives great satisfaction
from his work by helping

others, so he wants to remind
aspiring agents to be honest with
clients and not worry so much
about the transaction. “Focus

on relationships and building
friendships,” he said. Ignacio
also emphasizes the importance
of perseverance. “It does not
matter the circumstances; if

you never give up, you’ll start
generating results,” he added.

As Ignacio continues to build

his legacy, he hopes to be
remembered as a great father
and friend, but he should also

be known for his discipline and
consistency. His story serves

as an inspiration to agents and
immigrants alike, proving that it’s
possible to achieve one’s dreams.

Institution NMLS# 406384

MEMBER FDIC | (=} EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

Your homebuying journey
starts here!

Our Mortgage Bankers offer award-winning

personalized service to guide you
in finding the right home loan.

A\
DARTBANK

100: ANNIVERSARY

Learn more at www.dart.bank or contact your Grand Rapids Area Mortgage Team:

Dan Moralez

616.499.1996
NMLS ID: 709729

Your Trusted
Nationwide
Automotive Discount
Service Program

Save Money

On Car Repairs
& Service Base
Of Your Income!

SIGN UP: LIARP.com

Emily Norris
616.834.0755
NMLS ID: 1193723

Affordable
Car Repairs.

GCet matched, with
verified auto repair sheps
based on your ifcome-or

grow your shop by

helping customers who
need it most.

Kaitlyn Weaver

734.433.5383
NMLS ID: 2302683

Amy Sheppard

517.853.5177
NMLS ID: 746745

Photographing
Houses so that
Homes Can Move

Craig Rinzema
616-214-6905

We Make HVAC Headaches Disappear
BEFORE CLOSING DAY

Fully licensed & insured | One-year labor warranties
25+ years of experience | 10% military discounts

With Our Hvac Contractors In
The Dorr And Wayland, Mi Area

\\ CALL OR TEXT:
* Cooling ) 616-359-2825 ©

andringasmech.com
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MAKING MOVES THROUGH
MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS

or Brenda Pratt,

real estate didn’t

just begin with
dollar signs — it began with
people. After relocating six
times, both across states
and internationally, she
saw firsthand how a real
estate agent could make or
break a family’s experience.
“Many sold us a house, and
we never heard from them
again,” Brenda recalled.
“Irealized an agent can
truly change the entire
relocation experience.”

Born in Ohio, Brenda

had lived in California,
Washington, Texas, the
United Kingdom, and
Minnesota before finally
settling in Michigan. Her
professional career began
early, where she worked at
her mother’s clothing stores
— Faye’s Ltd. and Mira — in
Holland, Michigan. She later
worked in corporate art
consulting in Seattle, serving
the design and architecture
communities, but it was

her upbringing and her
mother’s influence that
planted the seeds of client
care and business acumen.
“My mom took care of people

and greeted each customer
personally as they entered
the store,” Brenda recalled.
“She built her business from
the ground up by making a
personal connection with
everyone who walked
through her door.”

Now based in Michigan,
Brenda serves as a dedicated
agent at Pratt Properties -
Keller Williams Grand Rapids
North, bringing with her 12
years of industry experience
and a lifetime of resilience
and service. “Helping others
is what brings me purpose
and belonging,” she said.
“Giving my clients a level of
service that is unparalleled
— especially during the
turmoil of moving — is what
I'm most passionate about.”

Although Brenda’s favorite
part of being an agent is
driving by the houses she
has sold and seeing people
love where they live, she
ultimately loves the ability
to build connections.
“Waking up each morning,
excited to help and serve
my community, and
seeing my clients thrive

in their new home is the

Photo submitted by Brenda Pratt

most rewarding part of
what I do,” she shared.

Like most agents, Brenda
will acknowledge that

time management can

be a challenge during the
busy spring season. “I had
to learn how to organize

my time and find the right
support, so my clients always
receive the best care — even
when I'm unavailable,”

she said. Her support

TOP PRODUCER

PHOTOS BY JACOB HARR
WITH HARR CREATIVE LLC

system includes trusted
colleagues and a standout
title partner that brings
elevated personal service.

A graduate of Michigan State
University and a former
intern at Walt Disney World
in Orlando, Brenda has
always centered her career
on experiences and people.
Her purpose, however, was
also shaped by personal loss.
“Last year, I lost my dad after
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Photo submitted by Brenda Pratt

he tripped and fell during

a tour at a senior living
community,” she said. “My
mom, who has dementia,
lost her caregiver, and my
sister and I became full-time
caregivers overnight.”

Brenda now advocates

for dementia awareness
and volunteers with her
mom each week to teach
dance to others affected by
memory loss. “I'm learning
that we can all make a
difference by stepping up
and volunteering our time
and talents,” she said. “When
I see the residents in my
class remember a song and
get up to dance, my heart
feels full. Older people

22 - December 2025

have so much to offer us,
and I am here to learn!”

Despite the heavy load,
Brenda finds joy in her
family and her home. She
and her husband, Benjamin,
have four sons — James,
Charlie, Henry, and Will.
Besides her family, Brenda
finds happiness in the simple
things: gardening, caring
for her 60-year-old Garter
pool, and enjoying her
backyard oasis with family,
friends and neighbors.

She’s also a diehard Rick
Springfield fan who has
attended 11 concerts and
tries to get to the stage for
his song, “Human Touch.”
“Even though my husband
finds it embarrassing, it’s

fun feeling like you’re 18
again — even for just one
night,” she said, laughing.

Brenda supports causes
close to her heart, especially
those focused on infant loss
(in honor of her son Charlie)
and accessibility for all, such
as Disability Advocates of
Kent County. “Giving back
gives me joy and a sense

of peace,” she said. “Do not
focus on the money — focus
solely on relationships and
giving back to others, and
your business will thrive.”

When asked what she
hopes to be remembered
for, Brenda said that she
wanted her legacy to be
“raising kind, hardworking

sons — and in serving
others well, both in real
estate and in life.”

For agents who are
beginning their careers,
Brenda reminds them to
focus on relationships.
“Keep in touch with your
clients,” she said. “Your
care and authenticity will
always set you apart.”

Whether she’s guiding clients
through major life transitions
or showing up for her family
and community, Brenda
leads with compassion and
service. Her impact goes

far beyond real estate — it’s
felt in the relationships

she builds and the lives

she touches every day.

Waking up each
morning, excited to
help and serve m

CA o vy,

and seeing my clien sq/
thrive in their new home
is the most rewarding

part of what I do.”




EVENT RECAP

Mike Smallegan
KW- Smallegan Real Estate
Grand Rapids Agent
of the Year

Renee Jadan Justin Ford
Z Real Estate Experts
Oakland County
Agent of the Year

of the Year

National Real Producers
Agent of the Year

>RP Eleva

The Real Producers community reached
a milestone this year with the launch
of RP Elevate, the first national Real
Producers event. For the first time,
every Real Producers market across the
United States selected an Agent of the
Year, recognizing more than 100 of the
nation’s top real estate professionals.
Each honoree had 10 days to rally
nominations and votes for the title of
National Agent of the Year, creating
excitement throughout the industry.

Four agents represented Michigan:
Renee Jadan, Oakland County Real
Producers Agent of the Year; Justin
Ford, Wayne County Real Producers
Agent of the Year; Erick Monzo,
Macomb County Real Producers Agent
of the Year; and Mike Smallegan, Grand
Rapids Real Producers Agent of the Year.

Renee, Justin and Mike traveled to
Arlington, Texas, for the event, held

at the new Loews Arlington Hotel
between AT&T Stadium and Globe Life
Field. The two-day experience brought
together top agents, publishers and
partners from across the country for
learning, networking and celebration.
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The agenda featured keynote speakers
Tom Ferry, Rory Vaden and Molly
Bloom, along with Real Producers
cover stars Mike Little, Jim Allen and
Erin Krueger. Between motivational
sessions, sponsor exhibits and evening
mixers, attendees left energized and
inspired to elevate their businesses.

Michigan Agents Reflect
on Their Experience

Justin Ford, Wayne County’s Agent
of the Year — and ultimately the 2025
National Real Producers Agent of
the Year — said Real Producers has
been a defining part of his growth.

“Iwas first introduced to Terra and

Real Producers magazine back in 2019.
Before then, I had never even heard of
it, and since that time, Real Producers
has become a true staple in our industry.
I've been honored to be featured
multiple times, and I still look forward
to seeing who’s on the cover every
month when it shows up in my mailbox.

Getting the chance to attend the
Real Producers Elevate conference

Justin Ford Real Estate Team
powered by eXp Realty
Wayne County Agent

Erick Monzo
KW- The Monzo Group
Macomb County
Agent of the Year

RP ELEVATE MARKS
FIRST NATIONAL REAL
PRODUCERS EVENT

was another level. I not only got to
connect with incredible agents from
across the country, but I also had the
opportunity to meet Remington and
so many of the amazing people who
make Real Producers what it is.

I'm grateful for the impact Real
Producers continues to have on our
industry, and proud to be part of
the community they’ve built.”

— Justin Ford, National Agent of the Year

Renee Jadan, Oakland County’s
Agent of the Year, said Real
Producers has shaped her career
since her early days in real estate.

“When I first stepped into real estate
five years ago as a full-time agent, I had
never even heard of Real Producers. My
very first feature was as a Rising Star
— and that moment opened my eyes to
the incredible community and platform
RP provides. Soon after, I began seeing
colleagues and peers gracing the cover,
and I thought to myself: What do I need
to do to get there? From that point on,

I set the goal — and I made it happen.
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Real Producers has been more than just
a magazine: It has created aspiration,
motivation and a deeper passion to
succeed. Watching others rise to the

top in such a short period of time has
been inspiring, and without RP, I truly
don’t believe I'd be where I am today.

On top of that, RP Elevate was one of the
most impactful events I've attended. It
brought together world-class speakers

who poured into us, challenging me to
become the best version of myself. The
lessons I took away and the people I met
there will continue to shape my business
and my journey for years to come.”

— Renee Jadan, Oakland County

Agent of the Year

Mike Smallegan, Grand Rapids’ Agent
of the Year, reflected on his longtime
connection with Real Producers.

“When I was featured on the very
first Grand Rapids Real Producers
cover, it felt like a defining moment
in my career. At that point, I was still
building my name and growing my
team, and seeing myself on that cover
was both humbling and motivating.
Being featured again in August 2023
was another milestone, a reminder of
how far I have come and how much this
community has meant along the way.
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Real Producers has always been about
more than magazine features: It is
about the connections, collaboration
and inspiration that come from being
part of something bigger than yourself.
Watching peers succeed, learning
from their stories, and building lasting
relationships through RP has been
a huge part of my growth as both
an agent and a leader.

The recent RP Elevate
conference took that impact
to another level. It was one of
the most energizing events I
have attended. The speakers
stretched my vision, and

the agents who came from
across the country shared
openly. I left Elevate with
fresh ideas, a sharper focus,
and a renewed passion

for what is possible.”

— Mike Smallegan,

Grand Rapids Agent of the Year

A Proud Moment for Michigan

The second day of RP Elevate
culminated with the announcement of
the National Agent of the Year. The top
10 finalists were revealed before Justin
Ford was named the winner, earning
national recognition for his leadership,
influence and extraordinary success.

The celebration continued that evening
with a networking event at the hotel,
closing out a weekend filled with
connection, learning and collaboration.

Real Producers extends congratulations
to Justin Ford and to all 2025 Agents
of the Year for representing their
markets and embodying the mission
to connect, inspire and elevate. Their
achievements reflect the spirit of the
Real Producers community — one
that continues to raise the standard of
excellence in real estate nationwide.
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To sponsor a future event,
email terra.csotty@n2co.com.
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