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Helping You Seal
the Deal With
Expert Home
Inspections

Owner Michael Blumin, CPI

INSPECTING EVERY HOME AS IF IT WERE OUR OWN

(941) 417-9366
5StarInspectionService@gmail.com
5StarInspectionServices.com

TONYA EZELL
Certified Notary & Loan 

Signing Agent
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DISCREET.
RELIABLE.
ALWAYS 
CLOSING- 
READY.
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Build A Professional Brand 
That Matches Your Goals
BY SUZANNE LIBFRAIND, FASHION STYLIST & WARDROBE CONSULTANT

DRESS YOUR BRAND

Have you ever looked in the 
mirror and wondered if your 
appearance is truly helping your 
personal and professional goals? 

Your wardrobe is more than 
clothing—it’s a visual business 
card. A consistent, professional 
appearance that reflects your 
values and vision can set you 
apart in any industry. Do you have 
a signature, branded look that 
tells your story and distinguishes 
you from your competitors? 

Start With Self-Refection 
Ask yourself:
•	 What are my core values?
•	 How do I want my clients, 

colleagues, and others in my 
industry to perceive me?

•	 Does my current wardrobe 
reflect those values in 
color, fit, and style?

Audit Your Closet With Purpose 
Go through your wardrobe 
and evaluate each item 
honestly. Make three piles:
•	 Brand Builders: Items that 

align with your image 
and professional goals.

•	 Update & Tailor: Pieces 
worth altering to look more 
current or fit better.

•	 Donate: Anything that doesn’t 
serve your brand or clutters 
your style direction.

Clearing your space is the 
first step to clarity.

Set a Budget & Build 
With Intention 
Once you’ve made space, set 
a budget and begin curating a 

wardrobe that represents the 
next chapter of your personal and 
business life. Think about people 
in business or media whose style 
you admire. What makes them 
stand out? Use that inspiration 
to create your own authentic 
version—one that communicates 
trust, consistency, and presence.

Key Branding Elements 
to Consider 
For Women:
•	 A signature haircut that flatters 

and makes you feel confident.
•	 Distinctive jewelry 

or accessories that 
reflect your style.

•	 A consistent color palette 
that enhances your skin 
tone and message.

•	 Notable, reliable clothing 
and shoe brands that 
reflect your lifestyle.

For Men:
•	 Signature fabrics or textures—

lightweight tropical wools, 
silk, knits, or linen.

•	 A modern fit that 
communicates confidence.

•	 Subtle accessories, such 
as a quality watch, 
necklace, or bracelet.

•	 A clean, defined grooming 
routine (including facial 
hair, if applicable) 

By refining your wardrobe and 
aligning it with your brand 
identity, you’ll begin to see a shift 
in how others see you and how 
you see yourself. If you’re ready 
to take the next step in crafting a 
professional image that works as 
hard as you do, I’m here to help.

From my closet to yours,
Suzanne

Suzanne is a seasoned 
wardrobe consultant based 
in Sarasota, FL, with over 30 
years of experience helping 
individuals curate personal 
styles that transcend mere 

clothing choices. Her career 
spans in-person consultations, 

television appearances, 
and an eight-year tenure as 
a Lifestyle Specialist for a 

luxury mall in North Carolina. 
Passionate about community 
involvement, Suzanne also 

dedicates time to volunteering, 
especially with children.

919-270-0250 | suzanne@
suzannelibfraind.com | www.

suzannelibfraind.co
Photo by 
Rebecca 
Turgeon 
Photography
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

HOMEstretch
STORY BY DAN STEELE 

PHOTOS BY CORY & MINDY POFF,  

POFF MEDIA GROUP 

Sometimes, a house needs a quick 
spruce-up before hitting the market. 
At other times, especially when sellers 
are aiming for top dollar, it requires 
more than just cleaning and staging.

Preparing a house for sale can be 
overwhelming, but HOMEstretch takes 
the stress out of the process. In the 
St. Petersburg, Tampa, and Sarasota 
areas, franchise owners Carrie and 
Mark Snyder are here to help.

“We take the stress out of getting homes 
market-ready,” says Carrie. “From 
clear-outs and painting to flooring, 
landscaping, and cleaning, we handle 
the cosmetic updates that help sellers 
and agents get the best price.”

HOMEstretch doesn’t do full remodels, 
Carrie explains—the focus is on curb 
appeal and making homes photo-ready 
for a faster, more profitable sale. “Too 
often, families get overwhelmed and 
list homes as-is,” she shares. “With our 
help, they can get more for their biggest 
asset. It’s a win-win-win: Sellers earn 
more, agents get better commissions, 

and buyers walk into 
move-in-ready homes.”

Carrie and Mark know firsthand how 
stressful home prep can be. They once 
spent two exhausting months readying 
a long-distance property for sale—
juggling travel, personal obligations, 
and DIY updates. “We hadn’t taken time 
to modernize it,” Carrie recalls. “I was 
constantly going back and forth,” adds 
Mark. Then, just hours after closing, 
a call from a former colleague about 
HOMEstretch felt like fate. “My jaw 
dropped,” Carrie states. “He had no 
idea what we had just gone through.”

As HOMEstretch’s first franchise 
partners, Carrie and Mark launched 
in Fort Wayne, IN, and have since 
brought the service to the St. Petersburg, 
Tampa, and Sarasota markets.

One of the biggest benefits of partnering 
with HOMEstretch, Mark says, is 
saving clients time. “Instead of juggling 
multiple contractors, we manage the 
project from start to finish,” he explains. 
“We have our own crews, and we 
take care of everything—quickly.”

Pre-selected color palettes make the 
process even easier, removing the 
guesswork of creating a cohesive 

look. “My best friend is a real estate 
agent, and she had to hire three 
different painters for one job—
managing every visit herself,” Carrie 
notes. “Agents spend so much time 
coordinating these things. HOMEstretch 
is like having a project manager on 
your side, making sure everything 
happens when it’s supposed to.”

HOMEstretch also stands out for its 
speed and efficiency. “We provide 
estimates within 24 hours and usually 

SnyderCARRIE MARK& 
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Same Brand, New Reach – Tune in for free today

Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

start work quickly,” Carrie comments. 
“We recently updated a three-bedroom 
home with pink walls and green 
wallpaper—and finished most of it 
in under seven business days.”

They also offer flexible payment options. 
“We accept checks and credit cards and 
even offer in-home financing to keep 
projects moving,” says Mark, noting a 
5% discount for clients who commit 
within three days. “Selling a home can 
be overwhelming, so we try to make 
it as easy as possible,” adds Carrie.

HOMEstretch is all about partnerships—
with sellers, agents, and families. 

“Relationships matter,” Carrie 
emphasizes. “We focus on what’s 
truly needed, not just doing work for 
the sake of it.” For Carrie and Mark, 
success means helping others reach 
their goals. “When we’re serving people 
well, that’s success,” Carrie says.

Outside of work, Carrie and Mark enjoy 
traveling, driving fun cars, and—most of 
all—spending time with family. “Our girls 
are home from college for the summer, 
and we’re soaking up every moment,” 
says Carrie. “They follow me around so 
much I call them my Velcro children—
and our 4-year-old granddaughter 
loves beach days with Grammy.”

Contact Carrie & Mark Snyder: 
HOMEstretch 
727-902-4452
carrie.snyder@home-stretch.com
home-stretch.com/ 
stpetersburg-clearwater
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT

Entrepreneurs &  
Small Business 
Owners Deserve 
Health Insurance, Too!

The rising cost of healthcare and health 
insurance in the United States has 
continued to place an undue strain on 
Americans, and small business owners, 
like REALTORS®, are often impacted the 
most. Adding to the problem is the time 
and complexity involved with selecting 
the right plan, understanding the 
coverages provided, and knowing how 
to access the various benefits, including 
tax benefits, associated with each plan.

As President of Florida REALTORS®, 
I made clear that my focus is 
helping, supporting, and protecting 
our members—their success, their 
productivity, and their profitability. As 
an entrepreneur and business owner 
myself, I knew creating a solution to 
reduce the burdens associated with 
health insurance was paramount.

To that end, we have worked to develop 
a new state-of-the-art Health Plan 
Navigator for our members that removes 
barriers, streamlines processes, provides 
additional savings opportunities, and 
seamlessly guides our members to the 
health insurance options they need.

Opening August 1, the new Florida 
REALTORS® Health Plan Navigator 
by Venteur is an all-in-one insurance 
platform designed to simplify your 
search for the right coverage—while 
delivering smart, tax-optimized options 
tailored to your unique needs.

Built with cutting-edge technology, 
this portal offers more than just health 
insurance—it’s a comprehensive 
insurance solution designed specifically 
with REALTORS® in mind. 

Benefits of Florida REALTORS® 
Health Plan Navigator: 

•	 Custom Plan Matching: Get 
real-time pricing and coverage 
recommendations based on your 
zip code, income, age, and tax-
credit eligibility. It’s personalized 
planning made easy.

•	 All-in-One Insurance Portal: Health, 
life, auto, and home insurance—all 
in one place. No need to juggle 
multiple sites or providers. 

•	 Exclusive Member Add-Ons: When 
you enroll through the Navigator, 
you unlock discounted access to 
top-tier tools and services like:

1.	 Goodbill: Slash hospital 
bills by up to 60%.

2.	 Medefy: Find top-rated providers 
and save up to $500/year.

3.	 Clay: Get nutrition and wellness 
support on demand.

•	 Concierge-Level Support: 
Whether you’re enrolling for the 
first time or updating your plan, 
you’ll enjoy guided, step-by-step 
assistance from start to finish.

Ideal for Employers, Employees, and 
Independent Contractors: Whether 
you’re an independent contractor, team 
leader, or brokerage owner offering 
an ICHRA (Individual Coverage Health 
Reimbursement Arrangement), the 
Health Plan Navigator helps you:

•	 Explore all plans available 
in your area, including 
ICHRA-eligible options.

•	 Sort by carrier and plan type to 
find the best match for your needs.

•	 Add family members to compare 
coverage options that work 
for your entire household.

Tim Weisheyer is broker-owner of Dream Builders Realty and 
dbrCommercial Real Estate Services in Central Florida and is the 
2025 president of Florida REALTORS®.

As your business partner and champion 
for your business success, we are proud 
to introduce this solution to you. We 
encourage you to pre-register before 
the official launch on August 1 so 
you will be among the first to benefit 
from this unmatched solution.

https://www.floridarealtors.
org/membership/health-
plan-navigator-venteur

Florida REALTORS® has partnered 
with Venteur, Inc. to provide a simplified 
solution to obtain information and 
purchase insurance products. Florida 
REALTORS® makes no guarantee 
concerning any products or services 
offered by Venteur. All products are 
sold and serviced by Venteur. Florida 
REALTORS® is not a licensed insurance 
entity and does not sell insurance. Florida 
REALTORS® may receive non-dues 
remuneration if members choose to 
purchase products through this site.

Florida REALTORS® is solving 
this issue for our members—
FOR YOU!

BY TIM WEISHEYER,  

2025 FLORIDA REALTORS® PRESIDENT 



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Elevate Your Business With Preferred Settlement Services
You curate exceptional experiences for your discerning clientele. 

Shouldn’t your closing process reflect the same level of excellence?

More than 50 years of combined title experience, including 
Michael Infanti’s 25 years of real estate law practice.

Preferred Settlement Services
941-376-9551 • orders@preferredsettlement.com

www.preferredsettlement.com

1605 Main Street, Suite 1112 • Sarasota, FL 34236

• Secure               
  cutting-edge      
  technology

• 5-star rated closers  
  and attorney title     
  services

• Marketing support  
  & real estate     
  education

• Tailored service for  
  high-volume      
  agents

• Beautiful             
  downtown office

• Remote closings


