








Are you ready to simplify
the dreaded pre- and n GALLATIN VALLEY’S

post-listing mspt_act_lon PREMIER SOURCE FOR
repair list?
WINDOW BLINDS

We are the solution.

Improve your client’s buy/sell BRIDGER BLIND S Bridger Blinds serves Bozeman and the surrounding
experience with efficient, areas with the highest quality window blinds guaranteed
BOZEMAN, MT to fit any style, in any room, for any occasion,

quality repair services
and one less headache.

HERITAGE
HANDYMAN G

That’s move-in-ready
mojo!

We prioritize our realtor
g . . . relationships because we
a/"lmg dlaltd M l# know your time is very
valuable.

€) Heritage Handyman

@heritagehandymanmt Call us today!

Michelle Douglas | 406-581-4972 | bridgerblinds.com ““-""“"

406-570-3739

BUILDING MISSOULA AND"
WESTERN MONTANA

Dutton Plumbing 'Eh)
&
and Heating —

SERVICES

e Commercial and Residential service plumbing
@ Residential new construction

@ Water heater repair and installation
@ Plumbing design services

@ Huydronic heating

@ Remodels

HOUSE DETECTIVES

specializing in NRPP Certified Radon Mitigation.

With over 30 years in the valley, we have proven

RADON ourselves to be honest, trustworthy, meticulous,

MITIGATION AND conscientious, and consistent. Our mitigation

1 TESTING FOR systems are custom designed for the property to

ADB-561-Z115 Call Us Now! ’ - NORTHWEST be the most effective and efficient, while being
[ MONTANA the least intrusive.
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EDGEL /

BUILDING INCORPORATED. %

406-721-1826 « edgellbuilding.com




COVER STORY

Mike Schlauch

PLATINUM PROPERTIES

PureWest Christie’s International Real Estate

Mike Schlauch, Valerie Johnson, & Trent Lister, Partners

More Than Platinum: A Partnership Built on Purpose
BY KATE SHELTON | PHOTOS BY ARNICA SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY

“Our clients get the best of all three

of our backgrounds. We’ve built

our business on mutual respect and
collaboration,” said Trent Lister, a Mike
Schlauch Platinum Properties partner.

In a competitive market where agents
often stand alone, the Mike Schlauch
Platinum Properties team is built
differently — by design. Three distinct
backgrounds, one unified mission: to
deliver unparalleled service through
collaboration, shared values, and a
relentless commitment to doing what’s
right. For Mike Schlauch, Valerie
Johnson, and Trent Lister, the power of
their team isn’t just in the name — it’s
in how they show up for every client,
every deal, every time. They don’t just
list properties; they become experts in
them. They don’t just share a brand;
they share goals, ethics, and effort. And
the result is a consistent, luxury-level
experience — not just for clients, but for
agents and industry partners, too.

Mike Schlauch was born in Bozeman

and moved to Missoula during his youth.

Mike’s father was a contractor, and his
formative years were spent learning
from his old man. Mike earned an
engineering degree at MSU and spent
the first part of his career working at

a heavy industrial firm. After 15 years,
Mike and his wife were ready to return
to the Big Sky Country. With the family
settled in Bozeman, Mike co-founded

a residential construction company
with Chad and Jamie Bottcher. SBC
Construction made quite a name for
itself in the region as a trustworthy and
capable builder.
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In 2011, Mike found himself craving

a new career once again. He didn’t
want to be too far from his life’s work,
which made real estate the perfect fit.
“From my days working in high-end
construction, I knew I wanted to be in
the upper-end luxury. I knew I could
give my clients the same great service
and care I was known for, just on the
other end of the spectrum,” he said.

In the years since, Mike has earned

an incredible name for himself in

real estate. Not only does he have
impressive stats, but he’s also built

the Platinum Properties brand to the
point of recognition across the valley
and beyond. Mike’s clients rave about
his skills and service, empowering the
business to run primarily from referrals
and repeat customers.

Valerie Johnson grew up in Colorado and
spent her summers visiting her family’s
rustic 1912 cabin in the Gallatin Canyon.
Valerie’s deep roots in Montana began
with the Erwin family, one of the original
homesteaders of the Gallatin Valley. She
earned a communications degree from
Carroll College in Helena and decided to
make Montana home. In March of 2016,
she started working at the PureWest
office as a marketing coordinator,
exposing her to the world of real estate. It
didn’t take Valerie long to want more. “I
come from a long line of entrepreneurs,
and I eventually wondered why I was
working for the agents instead of doing it
myself,” she said.

After a particularly long day, Valerie
walked up to Mike and said, “You’re busy,
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Mike Schlauch

you need an assistant,” she recounted
with a laugh. The rest is history, as they

say. Valerie began working for Mike
in 2018. By 2019, she was licensed and
has been instrumental in growing the
Platinum Properties business.

Trent Lister was born in Kalispell and
came to Bozeman in 2003 to attend
MSU. As a serial entrepreneur, he’s
owned several businesses, including a
construction firm. He also worked as a
backcountry and private ranch hunting
guide for many years across the state.
As a natural connector, real estate was
a logical next step for him. Trent earned
his real estate license in 2015 and his
broker’s license in 2017. For years,
Trent ran a successful solo business
working heavily in the land and ranch
sector. He became a part-owner of
PureWest Christie’s International Real
Estate in 2019.

In 2024, Mike realized it was time to
think of the next generation of the
business. He partnered with Trent

and Valerie and made them official
partners in the Mike Schlauch Platinum
Properties business. “Work ethic and
living values are the most important
things to me,” said Mike. “I saw that
these two shared the same passion for
this business, and they were both willing
to work for it. They are a natural fit. We

can do so much more together.” Having
a team allows Mike the flexibility
to care for his clients and
imagine what will come
next for him.

“I was really adverse
to sales for a long
time,” said Valerie.
“I knew that if T ever
was going to become
an agent, I wanted
to run my business
like Mike. He has an
incredible reputation,
and he’s earned
every bit of it. I've
learned so much
from him. I know
this is the only place
I'want to work.”

“e here to build

relationships for life and serve
our clients well. We do good
business. We do what’s right.
That’s what has made us
successful. That’'s what makes
our clients trust us. That’s
what brings them back to the
table, deal after deal.”

“I've always tried to surround myself
with the people I want to be like. That’s
what I've found in Mike and Valerie. We
make a great team. Our clients get the
best of all three of our backgrounds and
experiences. Mike has so much strength
in construction and negotiation, Valerie
knows marketing, and I know land.
We’ve built this thing on mutual respect
and collaboration,” Trent added.

The three of them work together on
every deal. Their clients get to know
each member of the team, and they
benefit from their varied backgrounds.
The Platinum Properties team does
upwards of 50 large-scale transactions
per year. The team reports that they’re
as busy as ever.

“For us, it’s not about the money,” Mike
said. “We’re here to build relationships
for life and serve our clients well. We do
good business. We do what’s right. That’s
what has made us successful. That’s
what makes our clients trust us. That’s
what brings them back to the table, deal
after deal.”

Regardless of the number of acres or size
of the home, the Platinum team focuses
on quality work above all else. “Luxury
applies to anything in life,” Trent said.
“In our case, it’s service. We give luxury
service and offer a quality experience.”

“We bring the same level of marketing
and service to each client,” Valerie
confirmed. “We are known for our high-
touch. That’s what makes us unique. Not
only is our service next level, but the
fact that you get three agents and three
sets of experience is what sets us apart.”

Trent Lister



Valerie Johnson

“ only is our service
next level, but the fact
that you get three
agents and three sets
of experience is what
sets us apart.’

Not only are they committed to their
clients, but the team is also committed to
the community. They’re big supporters
of the Gallatin Valley Land Trust and the
Gallatin Valley Food Bank. They support
local schools and veteran organizations.
Mike is a big MSU supporter and
endowed a scholarship fund to help
future Bobcats.

Mike has been married to Tracy for 44
years, and together, they raised two
daughters in Bozeman. Their kids and
grandkids live close, allowing Mike to
be present in their lives. They have a
summer place at Swan Lake; they love
to enjoy all that Montana has to offer.
Valerie and her husband, Tim, have a
four-year-old and a Corgi. She likes to
hike and garden in her free time. Trent
and his wife, Alisa, have three kids. He’s
an avid outdoorsman and still loves to
hunt and fish. They enjoy being on the
riverboat in the summer and on the
slopes in the winter. Trent is another big
MSU supporter.

“We really believe in building
relationships for life,” Valerie said.

“That goes for both our clients and other
agents in the area. Relationships are a
crucial part of the business and integral
to success.”

“We are so grateful to work with so
many talented agents in the valley,”
Trent added. “We respect and value
our peers in the industry. We view
them as partners, working together to
get deals done.”

Meet the team and connect
with Mike, Valerie, and Trent at
bozemanluxuryrealestate.com.
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406- 624-8815

steve(@porliercustomhomes.com

SERVING BOZEMAN
& BIG SKY

RELIABLE
BUILDS

TRANSPARENT
PRICING

SEAMLESS
PARTNERSHIPS




~ .Fire Up the Flavor:
Elévate Outdoor (faokm _

TransForm your backyard into the ultimate gat.haring spot
with a Gozney pizza oven and a beautifully designed
outdoor kitchen, More than just pizza, you can roast
meats, bake bread, char vegetables, and even sear steaks
with restaurant-quality results. It's the perfect setup For
unforgettable meals and effortless entertaining right at
home—and if you‘re curious to learn more, we host pizza
demo classes at Trovare to show you exactly how it's done.

317 CENTRAL AVENUE #102
WHITEFISH, MT 59937
406.730.8515 | WWW.TROVAREMT.COM

Your Clients Deserve the
Best—And So Do You!

Tailored Coverage:
Policies customized to fit
their unique needs.

Responsive Service:
Fast quotes and seamless
onboarding to keep their
home purchase moving.

Trusted Support: A name
you can rely on, just like
your clients rely on you.

Let’s Partner to Protect
Their Dream Home.

Jon Shaw, Agent

406-314-6505
www.agentjonshaw.com @%} StatEFarm
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Get the Facts
DEFER THE TAX

1031 EXCHANGES

FREE Client consultations &
1031 training for your team

Cerﬂﬁed Exchange Specfaf&t [CESIM
with over 29 rea.rs experience

I

Russell Marsan SVP

russell.marsan@ipx1031.com
www.ipx1031.com/marsan
Mobile 530.755.8355

Photography - Videugraphy - Aerials - 3D Tours

EAﬁTI]N ENEINEERINE

"BOZEMAN & SUHVEYING PC MUNTANA

Make Your Lisfing
STAI\ID Out

th Seback Photography ww sehack photoaraphy

Stunning Visuals
Quick Turnaround
Real Estate Expertise
Easy Booking

= ELSE

Property Boundary Surveys
Topographic Surveys

Land Planning and Subdivisions
On-site evaluations for water/sewer systems
Percolation Tests

Driveway Design

Grading and Drainage Plans

Concrete and Compaction Testing

Soils Tesfing

Consiruction Survey Stakeout

Phase | Environmental Assessments
Floodplain Surveys and Deferminafions

Over 40 years serving Southwest Montana

gastonengineering.com

gaston@gastonengineering.com
406-586-0588

WE'RE A FAMILY, 3US
LIKE YOURS!

24D ON

Tom

\ PRESIDENT 1 -
sRebecca ﬂf 2 OWNER ~ 0 a8 —.]-Ti‘

EVERYTHING “' i ..
: L LI

Let our famzly
help to protect
you and your
clients!

CONTACT US
TODAY!

406.836.0786
RadonMT@gmail.com
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SECURITY

TITLE COMPANY

GROUNDED IN MONTANA
ROOTED IN COMMUNITY
SINCE 1982

Security Title Company is Southwest
Montana’s locally owned title insurance
and escrow company. It's our honor to
provide peace of mind to our friends
and neighbors by eliminating risk during
real estate transactions.

Rooted in Montana, we're bullish about
making real estate transactions simple
and secure for REALTORSE, lenders,
buyers, sellers and developers in
Gallatin, Madison and Park counties.

For over 40 years, Security Title
Company have proudly been serving the
people of Southwest Montana, instilling
confidence when real estate changes
hands.

When you head to the closing table, you
trust that the property you are buying
has a clean title, that all of the right
boxes have been checked and that every
little detail has been seen to. That's
what we do.

We meticulously research the history of
the property, underwrite title insurance
policies and serve as a neutral third
party to handle all of the details when a
property changes hands.

We look forward to helping you. If you
are currently working with us, find your
team using the details below or get
location information for our offices in
Bozeman and Big Sky.

1160 S. 25th Avenue, Bozeman MT 59718
33 Lone Peak Drive, Suite 205, Big Sky MT 59716

406.522.5500 | info@sectitle.com

TITLE SEARCH TITLE INSURANCE

CLOSING SERVICES (ESCROW)

DEVELOPMENT AS5ISTANCE



MOUNTAIN HOT TUB

Soak More #1 HOT TUB DEALER
IN MONTANA

& WOI'I'y LeSS.’ Now with 6 Locations
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Bozeman Showroom Butte Showroom NEW Missoula Showroom
8488 Huffine Lane 1315 N. Montana 3275 N. Reserve Street
406-586-5850 406-723-6513 406-550-5482
Big Sky Showroom Helena Showroom NEW Whitefish Showroom
47520 Gallatin Road 2300 N. Montana 1830 Baker Ave

406-609-4308 406.763.9081 www.lohssconstruction.com
AT i

406-993-8300 406-442-5551

EST. 1979 - LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED TODAYI
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A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currenc y St.
Irving, TX 75063

- |ESSENTIALICARRETICUEANING ANDISANITIZING]EXRERTSISERVING]BOZEMAN/BIGISKY/G KALISPELL

Truck-Mount Steam Cleaning | RX-20 Rotary Available
Wall to Wall Carpet Cleaning
Pet Treatments | Upholstery Cleaning
Oriental Rug Pick Up/ Drop Off

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

. Bozeman: 406-580-4558 Kalispell: 406-571-1143
xtremecarpetcleaning.biz cleaningkalispellcarpet.com

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES, WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
THERE IS NOTHING WE CANTHANDLE, ~ ~ veroemoe

r ” @ ¢ Mold Mitigation
- A
|\

Ice Dam Removal

Construction & Remodels

L0 Ol s

Bozeman: 406-451-5246 | Kalispell: 406-471-1143
xtremerestorationmt.com




