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Ruoff Offices
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Buyer - Seller - Agent

Schedule Today!
844.264.0404

Scheduling@HouseCallNl.com

WE OFFER ®* HOME INSPECTIONS WOOD DESTROYING INSECT INSPECTIONS RADON INSPECTIONS
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Todd Clark Julie Miller Scoft Catanzarite
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-- Home maintenance is the best thing you can do to maintain your
property value and avoid surprises. Spring is the perfect time of
year to get your house in shape. Take advantage of warmer
temperatures and cross off your to-do list before summer

comes, especially if there is damage from winter storms.

.

|
@
This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate * J ‘ I N TO A CT
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.

These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

« INSPECT THE A/C UNIT + PERFORM ROUTINE HOME SAFETY CHECKS
M E * REPAIR AND RESEAL WOODWORK ~ « INSPECT THE BASEMENT AND ATTIC

* GIVE THE DECK SOME ATTENTION < INSPECT DOORS AND WINDOWS
c E « CHECK OUTSIDE FAUCETS + SPRUCE UP LANDSCAPING

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN + BUILD HouseMaster Home Inspection Lou Freitas NMLS#1533867 « CLEAN OUT THE GUTTERS « CLEAN THE FURNACE

J & E Properties (574) 215-3520 (574) 584-2071 ) !

(786) 309-1912 housemaster.com/south-bend-elkhart- rocketmortgage.com B ERINKLERS OPEN THE WINDOWS
+ CHECK THE ROOF + CONSIDER UPGRADES

BIO HAZARD CLEAN UP
Bio Clean Experts

(574) 521-5909
biocleanexperts.com

BRANDING & ADVERTISING
Envision Design

(574) 303-6788
www.envision3dusa.com

CLEANING SERVICE
MaidPro

(574) 532-3053
maidpro.com/south-bend

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
McCormick Electrical Services, Inc.
(574) 332-2113

meservesu.com

FINANCIAL ADVISOR/
FINANCIAL PROFESSIONAL

Jose Velez - NorthWestern Mutual
(574) 247-6636
NorthWesternMutual.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING
McCourt & Associates

(574) 247-7777
amrepriseadvisors.com/team/
mccourt-associates/

home-inspection?cid=LSTL_
HMS000370&utm_source=gmb&utm_
campaign=local&utm_medium=organic

HOME ORGANIZATION
Innovative Spaces Inc.
(574) 247-1999
reclaimmyspace.com

INSURANCE AGENCY
Backstrom Insurance Group
(574) 360-8182
backstrominsurancegroup.com

INSURANCE AGENT

Asset Management Insurance
(574) 404-1566
AMlIMichiana.com

INSURANCE: HEALTH / MEDICARE
Andrew Dampeer Health Markets
(574) 514-6922
healthmarkets.com/ADampeer

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICES
CM The Destroyer
(574) 298-6667

MORTGAGE / LENDER
Amanda Newland Sr Loan Originator
(574) 320-2765

Movement Mortgage
(574) 315- 7010
LoanGuyBrad.com

MOVERS

Elite Haulerz Moving
(269) 240-3518
EliteHaulerz.com

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
Painting Daisies
(574) 361-88714

That 1 Painter
(574) 622-1143
michiana.thatlpainter.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Building Capture
(269) 998-1312
BuildingCapture.com

Megan Williamson Photography
(574) 261-5704
megwilliamsonphotography.com

Next Door Photos Michiana
(616) 291-8221

michiana.nextdoorphotos.com

SEPTIC INSPECTIONS & CONSULTING

VARKINSPECT.COM/SPRING-MAINTENANCE-CHECKLIST
(877) 300-6880

When you think of client or promotional gifts,

what do you ENVISION?

w.e3dusa.com

CHECK OUT _!
OUR WEBSITE -

Ruoff Mortgage McB’s Environmental Inspections i
260) 999-6200 (574) 930-0518 w d t d d dd I
i:::oo?zg\:grings International - Michiana f?uoff.com e ”’, ers a’, yal'r”ee s a’, e "’er

(574) 914-0949
michiana.floorcoveringsinternational.com

HOME INSPECTION
Aardvark Home Inspectors, Inc
(800) 662-2080

HomeSource Michiana LLC
(574) 273-0889
www.homesourcemichiana.com

House Call Home Inspection

of Northern Indiana
(844) 264-0404
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MORTGAGE LENDER
Annie Mac Home Mortgage
Michelle Miller

(574) 797-0301
Mortgagesbymichelle.org

Everwise Credit Union
(800) 552-4745
EverwiseCU.com

Hallmark Home Mortgage
(574) 229-2029
hallmarkhomemortgage.com

Inova Federal Credit Union
(574) 970-5669
inovafederal.org

TITLE & ESCROW
Meridian Title
(317) 966-2270
MeridianTitle.com

TITLE COMPANY
Fidelity National Title
(574) 293-2341
indiana.fntlc.com

Metropolitian Title
(574) 271-2450
metrotci.com

Michiana Title
(574) 250-7599
michianatitle.com

Near North Title
(574) 208-5080
NNTG.com

the right tools to elevate your listings.

The Essentials includes: s

% Real Estate Photography

Professionally Edited Interior and Exterior Images

W A Full-Feature Floor Plan

Fixed Furniture, Room Dimensions, Interactive Floor Plan

W Marketing Enhancements
Listing Website, Flyer/Brochure, Branding
Blue Sky Replacement, Day to Dusk Twilight Photo

n; 1 _ﬁ!iuﬂl#ﬁhi j

Michiana Real Producers - 9



PUBLISHER’S NOTE

REAL
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Same Brand, New Reach —
Tune in for free today

Listen on
Apple Podcasts

LISTEN ON e Spotify:

Listen on

amazon music
N—1
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REAL
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REMINGTON RAMSEY

THE STORIES
BEHIND

THE INK

Tattoos tell stories—of resilience, passion, and identity. In

this edition of Michiana Real Producers, we’re celebrating the
agents and partners who wear their ink with pride, each piece a
reflection of their journey in real estate and beyond.

From the bold and intricate designs to the deeply personal
meanings behind them, these professionals embody the spirit
of dedication and individuality that makes our community
stand out. This month, we feature powerhouse agents Annie
Logan, Megan Shultz, Robin Hegendorfer, and Chelsea Revella,
whose commitment to their clients is as permanent as the ink
on their skin.

We also highlight our partners who leave a lasting impression
in their industries—Carla Danyell McFarland at Everwise, D.
McBurnett (Navy SEAL Ret.) at McBs Inspections, and Khilee
Horton at Painting Daisies. Each of them brings artistry and
precision to their work, just like the tattoos they wear.

And of course, we turn the spotlight on our own publisher, Sarah
Bliler, whose passion for connecting the best in the business is at
the heart of Real Producers.

Tattoos may fade, but the impact of these professionals on
Michiana’s real estate industry never will. Here’s to the stories,
the art, and the deals inked—on paper and in life.

Cheers,

Jeff Bliler
Publisher, Michiana Real Producers

CONTACT US TO GET

¢ H ! HALLMARK
“q,,) HOME MDRTG_&G__E
54505 26th Street, Suite F | South Bend, IN 46635
574.273.2300
www.lhallmark.com

Hallmaik Home Mormgage, LLC RMLSE 53441, This is ol a commitment o leed. AN koass
@ ane subject o crodi, fing. and property approwal quidelines. Terms, conditions and

programs subject o charge mithoul notioe. Foi Yeriber information on Hallmerk's Compamy and

" Morigage Loan Originator s licensing visit Riip ferww nlsconsaemermocess. ong) i

ENVIRONMENTAL
INSPECTIONS

Over 30 years of educated evaluations
for buyers, sellers, and homeowners.

~=
A ®

WELL  WATER - SEPTIC
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WHY INSPECT Because many homes draw
sepricsysTEMS | B
AND TEST WATER? = R R R [t

Shane L. McBurnett

D. "McB" McBurniett

Lead Inspector Inspector e

¥ s
Mavy SEAL, Rat -
Purdue Grad Purdue Grad s

Ernvirenmental Scientist

requests@mchsinspect.com + 574.930.0518

HOME INSPECTIONS DONE RIGHT

HouseMaster.

Home inspections. Done Right. Guaranteed.™

a neighborly company

HOUSEMASTER® OFFERS:

¢RADON TESTING ¢ SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

«WOOD DESTROYING INSECT ®SEPTIC INSPECTIONS
INSPECTIONS e MOLD SCREENING

* WATER TESTING e LEAD PAINT TESTING

Contact us today! 574-215-3520

HouseMaster.com
Email: William.kauffman@housemaster.com

*HouseMaster is a registered trademark of HM Services, LLC. Each HouseMaster Franchise is
an independently owned and operated business. Contact your local franchise for a copy of all
program terms and conditions including, but not limited to the Limited Repair Reimbursement

Guarantee and Referral Liability Protection. Not all services available at all locations. ©
HouseMaster 2021

NEAR
ﬁﬂ NORTH

TITLE GROUP

Five Michiana Near North
Locations to serve you bhest.

Niles Granger Elkhart St Joseph Edwardsburg

VISIT US AT
NNTG.COM
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SPECIAL EDITION
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Everyone deserves -
a place to call
their own.

(800) 876.7014

everwise

CREDIT UNION

thect to credit approvaland membership requirements.

10% OFF Cabinet Spraying
For the Month of April

Tammy Harper s, WL i

574-361-8714 OUR RELIABLE STAFF HAS OVER 30+ YEARS

—y OF LOCAL EXPERIENCE AND CAN EASILY
Pnl NlTI “G Khilee Horton REMOVE ALL OF YOUR WASTE.

574-349-3454
Schedule a haul or clean-out today!
dDaisicsn, 4
PaintingDaisies16@Gmail.Com (5 74) 298'6667
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PHOTOS BY MEGAN WILLIAMSON PHOTOGRAPHY

How many tattoos do
you have?
3

Tell us about your first
tattoo - how old were you
and what was it. Do you
still love it or regret it?
I'was 41 years old. I started
tattooing (as an art form)
before I had any tattoos
myself. I designed the tattoo
myself. I still love it.

Describe the feeling when
you get a new tattoo

It really hurts. But just like all
art... for me, it’s therapeutic.
It’s emotional. If there’s
something I'm going through,
I can put that emotion into
that tattoo where it’s kept.

What’s your favorite
tattoo and why?

I’'ve done many tattoos

that I absolutely love. For

a multitude of reasons. But
I can say that one of them
that sticks in my mind is a
Medusa cover-up. The client

14 - April 2025

came to me with something
that bear no resemblance to
any kind of notable image.
And it was supposed to be
Medusa. A large piece that
covered her shoulder and
the top portion of her arm.

I freehanded and reworked
the image the best I could
and turned it into something
she is proud of wearing.

What’s one piece of
advice that has served
you well in the industry?
Everybody will have an
opinion about how you
should live your life. Live
it anyway. It’s your life, it’s
your body, it’s your legacy.

What else should we
know about you?

I wear many hats. In my
heart, 'm an artist. My
education is in fine art. But
I'm also a real estate agent,
and also work at our family
owned restaurant. I have
two beautiful children, and I
am blessed.

AGENT FEATURE

GAN

ol

AT CENTURY 21 CIRCLE

PHOTOS BY MEGAN WILLIAMSON PHOTOGRAPHY

How many tattoos do
you have?

21.... I think. I just had to
count 5 different times and
kept adding to the total.

Tell us about your first
tattoo - how old were you
and what was it. Do you
still love it or regret it?
I'was 18 when I got my first
tattoo. It is an owl on the
back of my neck. I made

a deal with my mom and
if I followed through, she
would pay for my first tattoo.
So there I was, at 1 in the
morning, sitting in an old
Taco Bell building, waiting
to be tattooed. I had no idea
what I was doing or what

I should have asked the,
questionable, artist at the
time. I don’t regret any of
my tattoos, I just heavily
wish I would have put more
thought into the process.

Do you have any funny
stories on how/why you
got any of your tattoos?
My 2nd tattoo was the
dumbest decision of my life,
aside from marrying my
husband (JK) - Iwas 18 and a
friend of a friend of a friend
said they knew someone who
did tattoos in his house. 18yr
old Megan said “Sign me up.”
Cleanliness? Right out the
window. Safety? Right out the
window? Skill? Absolutely
not. I walked into this house

where his grandmother was
prepping 100 raw chicken
wings. Red flag number one.
I told him I wanted to get
the inside of my lip tattooed
with the word “ZANY.” and
boy was this idea ZANY. I
then realized he would be
tattooing me at the end of
the kitchen counter....you
know, where all the RAW
CHICKEN was. Cool. He then
used deodorant to place the
stencil on the inside of my
lip. True scratcher style. In
the end, I sat like a champ
and did not catch a staph
infection. I am just grateful
I still have my lower lip and
a wild story after the fact.
PS - Sorry Mom and Dad, I
don’t think you ever knew
that story.

What'’s your favorite
tattoo and why?

I'would have to say my
favorite tattoos are my
fishing bear and down hill
skiing chicken. I got them
in honor of my parents
who ever so lovingly

call each other Bear and
Chicken. What better way to
memorialize my 2 favorite
people, than tattoos of their
nicknames doing some of
their favorite activities.

What'’s one piece of
advice that has served
you well in the industry?
Be unapologetically yourself!

Michiana Real Producers - 15
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How many tattoos
do you have?
17

Tell us about your first
tattoo - how old were you
and what was it. Do you
still love it or regret it?
I'was 18. It was “loved” on
my ring finger, basically

to remind myself that I am
loved. I regret the placement
but not the tattoo.

Describe the feeling when
you get a new tattoo

You kind of leave your body.
It’s part of fight or flight but
since you can’t move you
just zone out. Then you have
beautiful art!

Do you have any funny
stories on how/why you
got any of your tattoos?
One of my tattoos is a
spaceship and I got it while
visiting Area 51 territory
with my mom! I joke that the
aliens gave it to me.

16 - April 2025

What’s a myth you want
to dispel about tattoos
and business?

That tattoos affect how you
do business. Ink in my body
does not affect my brain.

What'’s your favorite
tattoo and why?

I think my space ship
is really well done but
the tattoos I have for
my late dogs are the
most sentimental.

What’s one piece of
advice that has served
you well in the industry?
Nurture your sphere. You
have no idea who might
want to buy or sell.

What else should we
know about you?
I speak German.

YOUR TRUSTE

HOME LOAN PROFESSIONAL

Whether it's your first home or you're
maoving up, we have the loan prngram:s'

BRAD ELLETT
BRAMCH LEADER | NMLS #1634528
P: (574) 315-7010

£: BRAD.ELLETTEMOVEMENT.COM
WWW . LOANGUYBRAD.COM

START TOUR APPLICATIDN HOW

EPIC GARAGES

PRETTY CONCRETE
SEXY CLOSETS

Innovative
SPACES

e PREMIUM COATINGS e CUSTOM CLOSETS
© GARAGE CABINETS o LIVING SPACES

574-247-1999

ReclaimMySpace.com

574-213-5689
574-532-3053

ASSET MANAGEMENT INSURANCE

Our goal is
simple. We help
you or your
clients obtain the
most affordable,
proper insurance,
without sacrificing Hebly Rodriguez

Agent/Owner
coverages. (574) 401-8500

A

HOME AUTO BUSINESS LIFE

AMIMichiana.com | amimichiana@gmail.com
1251 N Eddy St.Suite 200South Bend, IN. 46617
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How many tattoos
do you have?
26 I think I counted them all

Tell us about your first
tattoo - how old were you
and what was it. Do you
still love it or regret it?

I got my first tattoo right
before I turned 16—it was
my name. [ had it covered
up, but I still hate it.

Describe the feeling when
you get a new tattoo
Getting a new tattoo brings
me a mix of emotions mostly
excitement and satisfaction

What'’s your favorite
tattoo and why?

I actually have two
meaningful tattoos. One is in
my best friend’s handwriting
that says, “No matter where”
with a sun. The other is a
sunflower that my mom
actually drew herself—her
favorite flower—which I
have as part of my

half sleeve.

What’s one piece of
advice that has served
you well in the industry?
One piece of advice that

has served me well in real
estate is to focus on building

18 - April 2025

genuine relationships
rather than just making
transactions. People want
to work with someone they
trust, so being authentic,
consistent, and always
putting the client’s best
interests first goes a long
way. Success in this industry
isn’t just about selling
homes—it’s about creating
lasting connections and
providing real value.

What else should we
know about you?

Iwould say that 'm
passionate about what I do
and that I've built my real
estate career on authenticity,
hard work, and genuine
connections. I believe success
comes from truly caring
about people, not just closing
deals. They should also know
that I'm living proof that

you can be yourself—tattoos
and all—and still thrive in
business. I love breaking
outdated stereotypes and
showing that professionalism
comes in many forms. Oh,
and I'love a good laugh!
Whether it’s a funny

tattoo story or a real estate
adventure, I try to bring
positivity and personality
into everything I do.

Spring is here—a time for fresh opportunities and new beginnings. Let us help you win more

deals, wow your clients, and build your reputation as the go-to agent in your market.

HERE’S HOW WE CAN MAKE THAT HAPPEN:

N2
$2,500 Borrower Grants: Give your buyers
the boost they need to seal the deal.

Z

Cash Offers That Crush Competitive Bids:
Make your clients the ones who get the
“Congratulations!” call.

2

mlatinum Pre-Approval Program: Stand out
with lightning-fast approvals that give you and
your buyers the edge.

NYZ

Buy Now, Sell Later Program: Help your client
secure their dream home without the pressure of

selling their current one first.

7
1% Down Program: Get your buyers into their

dream home with just 1% down, leaving more
cash in their pockets — and making YOU look
like the hero in their eyes. %

Whether it’s conventional, VA, FHA, or jumbo loans, I've got the tools and expertise
to help you deliver more for your clients—

AnnieMac has many programs to help everyone from first-time home buyers to real estate investors. )

Contact Me to Get Started!

Michelle Miller

Branch Manager

NMLS# 420723

Phone: 574-797-0301

Cell: 574-549-4609
msmiller@annie-mac.com
www.mortgagesbymichelle.org

ANNIEMAC | MICHELLE
woue morteace | NMILLER 1eam

c M V PRESIDENTS CLUB
CERTIFIED MOR GN?"ADVISUR . * WINNERi

AnnieMac Home Mortgage, 3700 Lake City Highway, Warsaw, IN 46580. NMLS #338923. American Neighborhood Mortgage Acceptance Company LLC (dba AnnieMac Home Mortgage, OVM with AnnieMac Home Mortgage,
@ Family First A Division of AnnieMac Home Mortgage, homecomings Mortgage & Equity A Division of AnnieMac Home Mortgage) is not affiliated with the U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs, the U.S. Department of Housing and

% Urban Development, the U.S. Department of Agriculture or any other Federal Government Agency. This is a business-to-business communication directed only to professionals employed in the residential mortgage industry

and their commercial associates. It is not intended for distribution to consumers or the general public. It is not an “advertisement” as defined in Section 1026.2(a)(2) of the Truth-in-Lending Act. Information contained herein is subject
to change without notice. ©AnnieMac Home Mortgage. All rights reserved. « ‘Cash Offer’ and ‘Buy Now, Sell Later’ and ‘Cash Bridge’ programs are fulfilled by AnnieMac Private Equity Cash2Keys (Cash2Keys), an affiliate of AnnieMac
Home Mortgage (AnnieMac). Cash2Keys is not a financial institution and does not originate or issue loan commitments. You must be pre-approved by Cash2Keys for the Cash Offer program’s income and collateral requirements. Once
approved, the offer and purchase will be in the name of Cash2Keys. You must then purchase the home from Cash2Keys within 180 days. You are required to pay all transfer taxes associated with the purchase of the home. Visit anmac.
me/cash for terms and conditions on Cash Offer. For complete licensing information, please visit: www.annie-mac.com/page/licensing.
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How many tattoos
do you have?
2

Tell us about your first
tattoo - how old were you
and what was it. Do you
still love it or regret it?
I'was 26 and I got it in
remembrance of my brother
Wayne who passed away
from a motorcycle accident
in May 2000. I still love it

Describe the feeling when
you get a new tattoo

My tattoos all have personal
meanings behind them. I
love knowing I have still
have a part of my siblings
with me

Do you have any funny
stories on how/why you
got any of your tattoos?

I got both my tattoos in
remembrance of my brother
Wayne and my sister Lisa

20 - April 2025

AT EVERWISE

PHOTOS BY MEGAN WILLIAMSON PHOTOGRAPHY

What’s a myth you want
to dispel about tattoos
and business?

n/a

What’s your favorite
tattoo and why?

My favorite tattoo is the one I
just got in September for my
sister. She loved to garden
and butterflies.

What’s one piece of
advice that has served
you well in the industry?
To be genuine, listen and
always be willing to learn
new things.

What else should we
know about you?

I enjoy working out and
one thing most do not know
about me is that I used to
play roller hockey in junior
high and high school.

IMCBI
NAVY oEAL RET.

AT MCBS INSPECTIONS

How many tattoos do
you have?
Over 75

Tell us about your first
tattoo - how old were you
and what was it. Do you
still love it or regret it?
My first tattoo was in
Laguna Beach at 24 years
old. I just joined the Navy
and was sent to San Diego,

on leave I went to Laguna
Beach, walked into the
tattoo parlor and got my first
tattoo. Mostly because I was
in the Navy and I thought at
that time, that was the only
place I could get a tattoo.

Describe the feeling when
you get a new tattoo

It was exhilarating. Seeing
ink on my body was such

PHOTOS BY MEGAN
WILLIAMSON PHOTOGRAPHY

a thrill. I wanted more the
instant I got it.

Do you have any funny
stories on how/why you
got any of your tattoos?
Every tattoo has a story. My
tattoos are a time map on my
body. Each one is a place and
time in my life that takes me
back when I got it. Each one
is a story itself.

PARTNER FEATURE

What’s a myth you want
to dispel about tattoos
and business?

Myth Buster- Just because you
have tattoos doesn’t mean you
are a bad person. Your habits
and behaviors determine your
path, not tattoos.

What'’s your favorite
tattoo and why?

My Dragon Tattoo on my left
thigh. It’s the only tattoo that
I put thought into.

What’s one piece of
advice that has served
you well in the industry?
Be yourself. Don’t be normal,
don’t be mediocre and do
what everyone else does.

What else should we
know about you?

I'm an a Navy SEAL. Retired
after 24 years.
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How many tattoos

do you have?

I'have 14 individual tattoos
on my arms, rib, shoulder,
and armpit. I also have a
whole leg sleeve that runs
from the top of my foot to the
curve of my waist.

Tell us about your first
tattoo - how old were you
and what was it. Do you
still love it or regret it?
My first tattoo is a piece I
have on my shoulder, I got
that tattoo at 18 right before
leaving for college. Itis a
skull with flowers, a butterfly
and line work in the shape
of “windows”. I still love the
tattoo, but I often forget I
have it, since I rarely see it.

Do you have any funny
stories on how/why you
got any of your tattoos?
My husband has this quirk
where he gets really into a
specific hobby or activity,
and when I say that, I mean
he goes all the way in for

a couple months and then
completely stops. Well, in
college he got really into the
idea of tattooing for funzies.
Obviously, he needed guinea
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pigs to practice on and
“YOLO” was very big at

the time. Soooo Ilet him
tattoo me. TWICE. This was
so he could get the feel for
tattooing real skin. He gave
me a mandala on my left
forearm and a lotus flower
on my right wrist.

What'’s your favorite
tattoo and why?

My favorite tattoo is my
mandala on my left forearm
because my, at the time,
boyfriend (now husband,
no regrets) gave it to me.
We’ve been together since
we were 14, so who better
to give me my favorite tat
than my best friend?

What'’s one piece of
advice that has served
you well in the industry?
Advice I have been given
and that’s served me well
is to be open-minded. No
matter what or when, being
open-minded has never
failed me. I've taken giant
leaps of faith based on this
advice and landed exactly
where I've needed to be.
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How many tattoos do
you have?
3

Tell us about your first
tattoo - how old were you
and what was it. Do you
still love it or regret it?
I'was in my late 30’s. Jeff

and I were on a trip up to
South Haven, MI for our
anniversary. I had been
thinking about getting a
tattoo for a while and had an
idea of what I wanted. There
happened to be a last minute
opening at a local shop. I
absolutely love having Jeff’s
initials on my wrist and since
it also looks like a bracelet,
it’s always in my line of sight.

Describe the feeling when
you get a new tattoo

It’s like ’'m bringing a

piece of who I am to the
surface for others to see and
emphasize to myself. It’s
freeing in so many ways and
a new adventure each time.

What'’s your favorite
tattoo and why?

It’s definitely a tie between
the one on my wrist with my
husband’s initials and the
one on my ankle in memory
of our granddaughter Rio.
Both very near to my heart
and a part of me forever.
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What’s one piece of
advice that has served
you well in the industry?
Get to know people for
who they are and learn
their story. Not only does
this build strong business
relationships, but lasting
friendships. When you
focus on helping others
succeed, your success
comes naturally.

What else should we
know about you?

I am a blessed wife, mother
and grandmother. I love
learning and practicing the
art of Brazilian Jiu Jitsu along
with empowering other
women through teaching

self defense classes. Ilove
gardening, baking, sewing,
working on our house and just
spending time with my family.
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Learning
As She
Goes

BY JESS WELLAR
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WILLIAMSON
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“T've only ever been obsessed with
two things — teeth and houses!”
Lindsey Mikel says with a laugh
as she reflects on her career
choices. ““I actually thought
about going into real estate for a
long time, and now I get to build
those same kinds of relationships
I had with my patients, justin a
different industry.”

Today, as an Account Executive at
Near North Title Group (NNGT),

Lindsey Milel

NORTH TITLE GROUP

~a o

Lindsey has left the dental

office behind for a much more
personal approach to building
relationships with clients instead
of patients.

Big Pivot

Before Lindsey found herself in
title and escrow, she spent seven
years in the dental field. But then
COVID hit, and like so many, she
had to reassess her future after
her dental practice shut down.

She gave birth to her second child
in the midst of the pandemic and
later transitioned into the home
inspection industry as a marketing
director for Gold Key, thriving in
that role for about a year before
the winds of change blew her into
a new direction again.

It was a co-sponsorship event
with Near North that finally
opened the door to her current
career. After meeting the NNGT

team, Lindsey knew this was the
place for her after they continued
to reach out for several weeks
after the initial event.

“I realized I had to stop looking
at this business like I did
dentistry — where I saw 100
patients a day — and instead
approach it as a relationship-
based role, not just a number in
line in the clinic. Once I got that
mindset, everything clicked.”

Committed to Growth

As one of the largest title agents
in the Midwest, Near North Title
Group offers a comprehensive
portfolio of national commercial
and residential title services.

“We’re fully integrated—title,
escrow, construction, and even
1031 exchange services,”
Lindsey explains.

One of the most valuable and
exciting tools NNGT provides for
their Realtor partners is their
communication tracker, a system
designed to keep everyone in the
loop on title transactions.

“Our Realtors don’t have to
worry about calling multiple
times or reaching out to different
people — they always know
where things stand, and if they
don’t, they can come to me every
time,” Lindsey elaborates.

NNGT has a wide reach with over
60 locations spread throughout
the Midwest and Florida,
supported by a powerhouse team
of more than 300 employees.

For Lindsey, what sets NNGT
apart is their investment in their
employees’ growth.

“We have this incredible ‘Near
North University’ training
program for our staff,” she
shares. The program provides
specialized classes designed to
equip everyone in the company

with the knowledge and tools
they need to succeed.

“Our people are not just
employees — they’re experts in
what they do, and Near North
makes sure of that,” she adds.

The company’s leadership
development efforts have paid
off. Near North recently earned
a Gold Level Designation

from the MEECO Leadership
Institute, a prestigious honor
that places them alongside
industry titans like Ford Motor
Company and Mayo Clinic.

“It’s pretty remarkable to be
recognized for the strategic
work we’re doing to build
future leaders within our
company,” Lindsey notes.

The Beauty of Teamwork
Affectionately known as ‘the
Facebook gir!l’ in their close-knit
group, Lindsey is quick to give credit
to her teammates for helping her
grow in her role as well.

“Amy Weatherholt, our escrow officer
and manager at the Elkhart location,
is absolutely astounding,” she shares.
“Her brain is impeccable, and she’s a
perfect example of the investments
Near North makes in its employees if
they’re invested in what they do.”

Lindsey also speaks highly of Beth
Taylor, an escrow and processing
officer who handles even the most
difficult closings by making it look easy.

“Beth has a tremendous amount
of experience. 'm incredibly lucky

to work with people like her every
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day,” she acknowledges. “We
all strike the perfect balance
between being professional
and fun, and our clients really
appreciate that.”

Off the clock, Lindsey is a
proud mom of two amazing
kids — Cassandra, who’s 11 and
active in sports, and 4-year-old
Charles, who, as Lindsey puts it,
is “all about being 4 to the best
of his ability!”

In her free time, she enjoys
camping with her brood in
new and primitive locations,
with a special fondness for
winter camping.

“It’s one of our favorite things
to do together. Exploring new
places and being out in nature

brings us all closer,” she offers.

When she’s not camping,
Lindsey is usually baking — a

passion she’s had since college.

“I actually opened an online
bakery to help pay for college,
“Sweet Tooth Sensations” and

I still enjoy baking today,” she
shares. On top of that, she’s an
avid traveler, with a goal of
reaching all 50 states before she
turns 50 herself; and considering
she’s already visited 37 states at
age 30, she’s well on her way.

Reflecting on the changes she’s

witnessed in her first year at Near

North, Lindsey admits that it’s
been an eye-opening experience.

“I’'ve seen Realtors who started
in 2020 really hit their stride,
while others have left the field,
thinning the herd. And with the
NAR settlement, even long-time

professionals are speaking out on

the struggles they are facing,”
she reflects.

She adds that it’s been a
learning process for everyone,
herself included.

“You can never know everything.
It’s like being on a Ferris wheel —
you're always learning, no matter
where you are on the ride,” she

concludes. “I'm still learning, but I
feel so fortunate to be surrounded

by some of the smartest people
T’'ve ever encountered.”

If you’re interested in
learning more about how
Near North Title Group
can support your real
estate transactions with
expertise and a personal
touch, visit www.nntg.
com. You can also reach
out directly to Lindsey
Mikel to place orders at
Imikel@nntg.com or call
her at 574-226-9789.
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a Title has a new home! We are excited to
oved todowntown Mishawaka!
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