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Martha C. Gomez
Sr. Loan Consultant
NMLS # 253249

C 760-594-4727
 F 619-566-4074
loansbymarthacgomez@gmail.com

Martha.Gomez@nafinc.com | naf.com/MarthaGomez

With an unwavering commitment to clarity and honesty, 
Martha empowers her clients to make informed decisions 
while ensuring a smooth and stress-free experience. 
Through her work, Martha doesn't just facilitate loans- she 
builds dreams, creates opportunities, and fosters brighter 
futures for families across borders. 

Martha C. Gomez
Where Your Dream Home
Meets Trusted Expertise

7676 Hazard Center Drive Suite 400
San Diego CA 92108

ALL INCLUSIVE 
TC SERVICES  |  DEDICATED SUPPORT
EXPERIENCE SEAMLESS PROCESSING

LET US HANDLE
THAT- SO YOU

DON'T HAVE TO!
Ask us about our $89 TC Fee

858.221.0168  |  support@mytpsinc.com

www.mytpsinc.com

REAL ESTATE SIGN PRINTING,
DESIGN, INSTALLATION, 

REMOVAL & STORAGE

SERVING SAN DIEGO &
SOUTHWEST RIVERSIDE COUNTIES

SignSetters.com & 
BestPrintedSigns.com

619-607-9099
@signsetterssocal
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Véronique (Vee) Miramontes
Realtor  •  Independent Transaction Coordinator

Transactions Realty of San Diego
Tel: 619-777-TRSD (8773)
Vee@TransactionsRealty.com
www.TransactionsRealty.com
M-F: 9:00-5:00
DRE # 01235618

• Artificial Turf Cleaning & Maintenance
• Artificial Turf Restoration
• Pet Odor Neutralization/Disinfectant & More
• Putting Green Maintenance

ARTIFICIAL TURF SERVICESARTIFICIAL TURF SERVICES

619.535.8947
SBSOLARCLEANING@GMAIL.COM

Keep your turf looking great 
with our regular cleaning services. 
We remove debris buildup, 
deodorize with our Bio-Enzyme 
Technology and improve the 
appearance of your turf!
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Preferred Partners

1031 EXCHANGE
apx1031
Jake Schiro
(800) 436-1031
apx1031.com

ATTORNEY - REAL ESTATE/
CONSTRUCTION LAW
Ginder Law Group
Eric Ginder
(760) 294-7736

BUSINESS/ 
LEADERSHIP COACH
Infuse System Business & 
Development Coaching
Maryam Habashi
(702) 338-6011
infusesystem.com

CLEANING SERVICES
Rapido Cleaning Services
Fernando Nielson
(619) 885-8857

EDUCATION
Pacific Southwest 
Association of Realtors
(619) 421-7811
www.PSAR.org

Women’s Council of 
Realtors San Diego
(858) 735-8026
wcrsandiego.com

ESCROW SERVICES
Foundation Escrow Inc.
Natasha Keitges
(858) 527-5967
FoundationEscrow.com

New Venture Escrow 
MetroSouthRP
(619) 948-9011
newventureescrow.com/contact/
chula-vista-branch/

Oakwood Escrow
Brianna Jensen
(858) 217-5264
www.oakwoodescrow.com

ESTATE SALES & AUCTIONS
Caring Transitions
Shannon Corrigan
(619) 459-3592
www.caringtransitions 
sandiego.com

FINANCIAL RESOURCES
World Financial Group/
World System Builder
Jonathan Pagtakhan
(619) 964-2327
www.worldsystembuilder.com/
mypage/jonathanp/

HARD MONEY LENDER
First Security Mortgage 
Home Loans, Inc.
Joy Parker
(619) 920-4700

HOME INSPECTION
Morrison Plus Home Inspections
Danielle Wolter
(619) 672-7951

HOME STAGING
Yellow Rose Home Staging
Bess Ouahidi
(858) 775-7465
www.yellowrose 
homestaging.com

HOME STAGING DESIGN
Color Home Staging + Design
(619) 859-1935

HOME WARRANTY
Super Home Warranty
Leslie Grillon
(936) 499-6088
www.hellosuper.com

INTERIOR DESIGN/
STAGING/CURATIONS
Modern Unrefined 
Design Studio
Stephanie Mulder
(559) 300-4984
mudstudiosd.com

LISTING SERVICE
Wispr
Lara Gabriele
(512) 638-7486
wispr.homewayz.io

MORTGAGE
Barrett Financial Group, LLC
(619) 993-9623
cristencarverlender4U.com

MORTGAGE PROFESSIONAL
New American Funding
Martha Gomez
(760) 594-4727

MOVING & HAULING
College Hunks Hauling 
Junk & Moving
Eddy Jabbour
(858) 216-4600
www.collegehunks 
haulingjunk.com

NATURAL HAZARD 
DISCLOSURE
“The” Disclosure Report NHD
(619) 921-5527

PHOTOGRAPHY & 
VIDEOGRAPHY/REAL ESTATE
Linked Preview
Brandon Pease
(928) 322-6960

PRINTING, SIGNS, & 
PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS
Sign Setters
David Jaskulke
(951) 216-4451
www.signsetters.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GoldenWest Management, Inc
Jayson Yoss
(858) 779-0577
www.GoldenWest 
Management.com 

REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY
SoCal Realty Law
Shanna Welsh-Levin
(619) 232-7325
socalrealtylaw.com

REAL ESTATE SALES - 
RENOVATION DESIGN
Renovate San Diego
Sarah Haliburton
(619) 751-7934
renovatesandiego.com

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION 
COORDINATOR
Transaction Processing 
Services, Inc
Angela Ackerman
(602) 573-8756
mytpsinc.com

Transactions Realty 
of San Diego
Veronique Miramontes
(619) 246-7493
www.transactionsrealty.com

SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING/ 
MANAGEMENT
Renzi Social Co
Amanda Renzi
(609) 402-1729
www.renzisocialco.com

SOLAR PANEL CLEANING 
& MAINTENANCE
South Bay Solar Cleaning
Marcos Delgado
(619) 535-8947
www.sbsolarcleaning.com

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL
Knight Termite & Pest Control
Kenneth Golaway
(619) 280-2400

TITLE INSURANCE
First American Title
www.firstamericantitle.com

Ticor Title
Tony Santiago
(619) 410-7917
www.ticorsd.com

TURF CARE
SoCal Turf Cleaning
Marcos Delgado
(619) 535-8947
www.socalturfcleaning.com

VIDEOGRAPHY/
PHOTOGRAPHY
Golden Lens Media
Calder Pearce
(619) 861-6202
goldenlensmedia.com

Comprehensive commercial cleaning 
Key Turnover Cleaning & Sanitation Services 
Floor Maintenance (buffing, stripping & waxing)
Post-Event Cleaning & Post-Construction
Window Cleaning 
 

 

  

TAILORED CLEANING PLANS 
100% SATISFACTION & RELIABILITY GUARANTEE

  

   


          

Marcos Delgado
619.535.8947

www.sbsolarcleaning.com

Marcos Delgado
619.535.8947

www.sbsolarcleaning.com

Exterior Home Cleaning Services  |  Commercial & Residential  |  Solar Panel Cleaning & Bird Proofing
Energy Maximation Solutions
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- We perform thorough, detailed home inspections, with the 
following additional services o�ered:

 - pool inspections, sewer lateral scoping, mold testing

- Drone roof inspections and thermal imaging are included in every 
inspection at no additional cost

- Detailed, comprehensive, narrative style inspection reports 
provided the SAME DAY!

- Customer service is our top priority - we 
go above and beyond in every inspection

America’s premier 
property inspection 

company

Call/text for easy scheduling! 619-672-7951

You Get "MORE" With Morrison!
Tired of sub-par contractors? 

Super only uses 4 & 5
Star Contractors!

Our app is in the palm of your hand! 

Maintenance

Broken
Appliance

Broken
System

Leslie Grillon
936-499-6088
hellosuper.com

leslie@hellosuper.com

socalrealtylaw.com
swelsh@socalrealtylaw.com

(619)332-1609

Protecting Real Estate Investors and Real Estate Professionals
Experience Our
Webinar Series
For Landlords

Meet
The

Team
Cathy Ginder 

Publisher/Owner
Amanda Renzi 

Social Media Manager
Joseph Cottle 

Writer

Jun Lee 
Photographer

Sureshot Productions

David Cornwell
Writer

Elizabeth Ireland  
Photographer

Elizabeth Ireland Photography

Calder Pearce 
Photographer

Golden Lens Media

Maryam Habashi 
Business Development Coach Brandon Pease 

Photographer
Linked Preview LLC

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers 
but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. 
Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

Have an Idea? 

Want to pitch, nominate or 

share a really cool story 

with our readers? Scan the 

QR code to share with our 

Publisher.

Outshine the Competition on Social
See How Renzi Social Co. Can Redefines Your Social Media.
San Diego Realtors, It's Time to Shine! Elevate your digital presence and outpace 
the competition with the expert touch of Renzi Social Co. We're not just a social 
media management company; we're your gateway to turning online interactions into 
real-world success.

STRESS-FREE POSTING LEADS, NOT JUST LIKES STRATEGIC PLANNING CONTENT PHOTOS DONE FOR YOU

Offering a 
Free social
media Audit 

I believe in empowering businesses with the tools and insights they need to thrive in this 
digital world. That's why I am offering a FREE Social Media Audit, scan the code and 
sign up for your free audit today. 

609-402-1729 renzisocialco@gmail.com
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Greetings!

Spring has sprung! This month we are 
celebrating our cover agent, Vanessa 
Munoz. Vanessa shares her compelling 
story about finding your place in the 
world and helping others along the way. 
She is truly a stellar agent, reaching 
the top 1% of agents in PSAR. Christine 
Menezes is our Rising Star feature and 
is in the top 10% of agents in only 2 
years of being licensed. Her friendly 
personality and strong work ethic are 
certainly reasons for her success. Our 
partner spotlight this month is Jake 
Schiro, of APX 1031 Exchange. Customer 
service is top of mind for him and the 
reason his company is growing at a fast 
pace. We also enjoyed attending The 
Women’s Council of Realtors San Diego’s 
“Polish Your Toolbelt for a Successful 
2025” event and PSAR’s REAL Awards, 
both which are featured in this month 
“Around Town”.

Cheers!

Cathy Ginder-Publisher

cathy.ginder@n2co.com
858-735-8026

PUBLISHER’S NOTE 

Your Trusted Local
Investor Partner

(619) 603-0915

Make it a win-win solution: 
SECURE CASH OFFERS FOR YOUR CLIENT

@RENOVATESANDIEGOLLC

Cristen Carver
Lender4U - Cristen Carver NMLS #256000

Barrett Financial Group, LLC | Corp NMLS #181106
  9320 Fuerte Dr Suite 100, La Mesa, CA 91941  
  (619) 993-9623 | Fax (800) 385-3630
  ccarver@barrettfinancial.com

Your trusted 
partner and 
advocate when 
obtaining the best 
mortgage loan 
for your needs. 

Whether you're buying 
or selling, refinancing, or 
building a home, you need 
a specialist who has your 
best interest in mind. 
Cristen Carver is excited 
to offer her extensive 
experience and knowledge
to explore your financing.

April 15
Admiral Baker Clubhouse

Transforming Listings into
Must-Have Homes

COLORHomeStaging.com
619-859-1935

colorhomestaging@gmail.com

Partner with San Diego’s
top staging experts and experience
the difference captivating spaces
make in selling faster and smarter.

Book a free
consultation

today!

At COLOR Staging, we don’t just stage homes—we create 
stories that buyers want to step into.
The Results Our Clients See
    Homes sell faster
    Sell for more
    Capture more online attention

Why Choose COLOR Staging?
    Easy, seamless experience
    Unique, memorable designs
    Transforms spaces for eye-catching,
    click-worthy images

WelcomeWelcome
Spring!
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THE POWER BEHIND YOUR BUSINESS TRAJECTORY

Fueling Unstoppable Growth:

BY MARYAM HABASHI- TRANSFORMATIONAL BUSINESS COACH

INFUSE INSIGHTS

INFUSE system
Coaches Top Producers,
Team Leaders & Executives

TRANSFORMATIONAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT COACH

infusesystem.comEXPERIENCE NEXT LEVEL GROWTH – Scan to Book a Call!

Transform your results! Our proven 

SYSTEM mentors you to 4X weekly 

sales and recruiting appointments, while 

boosting closing ratios from 30% to 50%. 

Achieve massive sales growth without 

sacrificing work-life balance.
American Property Exchange Services, LLC1031 Exchange Services

Contact Us Today to Start the Process! 800-436-1031
3945 Camino Del Rio S, Third Floor San Diego, CA 92108

American Property Exchange (APX 1031) is a 
leading provider of tax-deferred 1031 exchange 
services. Take advantage of a 1031 exchange on 
the sale of your investment property to defer 

capital gains and preserve wealth.

Do You Plan to Execute a 1031 Exchange?

Entrepreneurs in sales and leadership 
roles often face the challenge of 
balancing growth, consistency, and 
accountability. The right mentor isn’t 
just a motivator—they are a results-
driven partner who helps you create 
measurable success in your business. 
Coaching isn’t an expense; it’s an asset 
that should generate more revenue, 
better systems, and higher performance 
within 90 days—not years.

What Should You See in 90 Days?

With the right mentor and coach, 
tangible results should be evident within 
three months. Here’s what to expect:
Increased Appointments & Sales – A 
structured approach to prospecting and 
closing more deals.
•	 Higher Retention & Stronger 

Recruiting – Improved 
leadership strategies that 
attract and keep top talent.

•	 Better Communication & Influence 
– Mastering conversations that drive 
action, whether with clients or teams.

•	 Optimized Time Management – More 
productivity with less overwhelm 
through proven systems.

•	 A Clear, Scalable Strategy – 
Eliminating guesswork and 
focusing on high-impact 
activities that drive profit.

What to Look for? 

If these outcomes aren’t happening, you 
may have the wrong coach—or none at 
all. Not all coaches deliver measurable 
results. Before hiring, ask yourself:

•	 Does this coach have a proven track 
record with people in my industry?

•	 Can they provide actual 
client success stories and 
measurable outcomes?

•	 Do they focus on more than just 
motivation? Real coaching builds 
skill, not just enthusiasm.

•	 Will they challenge me and hold me 
accountable? Growth happens outside 
the comfort zone.

•	 Is their coaching structured 
with a clear process and 
benchmarks for success?

A coach should pay for themselves in 
results—not be another expense that 
drags on without change.

Don’t Wait for the PERFECT Time…

Just like elite athletes work with 
different coaches for different skills, 
top entrepreneurs invest in coaching 
at every level. Whether refining 
sales strategies, scaling a business, or 
mastering leadership, a coach keeps 
you accountable and accelerates your 
success—saving you time, money, and 
lost opportunities.

What’s Your Quarter Two Game Plan?

If you’re serious about making more 
money, improving performance, and 
leading with impact, the right business 
coach isn’t optional—it’s essential.

Maryam Habashi, M.Ed.Founder-  

INFUSE system 

Maryam Habashi, M.Ed. 
Certified Behavior Profiling Coach
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RISING STAR

When did you start your career in  

real estate? 

I began my real estate career in San 
Diego in 2023.

What did you do before you became  

a realtor? 

Before moving to San Diego in 2022, I 
lived and worked in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain in the Middle East. While I 
explored rental real estate there, my 
primary role was as a Personal Assistant 
to CEOs in the banking industry.

What are you passionate about right 

now in your business? 

I am deeply passionate about 
how I can overcome certain pain 
points my private clients identify, 
growing my business to the next 
level, setting new appointments, 
connecting with fellow agents in 
the industry, and having a system in 
place (which I’m still working on).

What has been the most rewarding 

part of your business? 

The most rewarding aspect of my 
business is the relationships that 
continue long after the transaction 
is complete. Being part of my clients’ 
journeys and milestones brings me 
immense happiness.

What was your biggest challenge as  

a realtor? 

My biggest challenge was navigating the 
real estate market in San Diego, having 
never lived here before 2022. I had to 
learn everything from scratch, including 
understanding different counties, norms 
and ways, adapting to local driving laws, 
keeping up with evolving real estate 
contracts to name a few.

What’s your favorite part of being  

a realtor? 

Making new connections, building that 
trust level and helping clients find their 
perfect home while making the process 
as seamless and enjoyable as possible.

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH IRELAND PHOTOGRAPHY

Real Estate
M A K I N G  C O N N E C T I O N S  I N

CHRIST INE
MENEZES

“ B e i n g  p a r t  o f  m y  c l i e n t s ’ 
j o u r n e y s  a n d  m i l e s t o n e s  b r i n g s 

m e  i m m e n s e  h a p p i n e s s .

happiness.”T O  M E ,  S U C C E S S  I S
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Jonathan Pagtakhan | CA LH License: 0L93059
jpagtakhan.wfg@gmail.com | (619) 964-2327

wsbcampaign.com/jonathanpagtakhan

30 by 30
Financial Literacy

Campaign

Joy Parker
Broker Associate
DRE:01829323
NMLS:2223041
Cell: 619-920-4700
joy@1stsecuritymortgage.com

How does Real Estate fit into your 

dreams and goals? 

Real estate provides me with 
the flexibility and freedom to 
travel, which is something I plan 
to do more of in the future.

What are your hobbies and interests 

outside of Real Estate? 

I enjoy reading, walking my dogs, and 
working out. My husband and I also 
love mountain biking whenever we get 
the chance.

Tell us about your family 

I have 2 daughters, both born and 
raised—like me in the Middle East. One 
currently lives in Tampa, while the 
other lives with me and is about to start 
college. My husband, a prior military 
member, may soon be joining me in the 
real estate business.
We also have a lively household with 
three wonderful dogs and a cat—so you 
can imagine the daily excitement!

Are there any charities or organizations 

that you support? 

I serve as the Membership Director 
for VA Rep San Diego, a national 
nonprofit headquartered in 
Washington, D.C. We advocate for 
homeownership rights within the 
military and veteran community.

Define success 

To me, success is happiness. Despite the 
inevitable challenges, I find great joy in 
guiding my clients through one of the 
most significant decisions of their lives 
and the smiles and just pure joy on their 
faces elevates me to a whole new level.

Final Thoughts? 

I truly love San Diego and everything 
this beautiful city has to offer. Thank 
you for featuring me—it’s an honor to be 
part of this community!
Thank you!

offer.”
I  T R U LY  L O V E 
S A N  D I E G O  A N D 
E V E R Y T H I N G  T H I S 
B E A U T I F U L  C I T Y 
H A S  T O
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A  N E W  E R A  B E G I N S
SUBMITTED BY REALTOR® MAGAZINE  ••  BY ELIANA BLOCK

NAR NEWS

OUR REALTOR 
PARTNER PLEDGE
We Don’t Do Sales…
So You Will NEVER 
“Lose” A Client. 

CONTACT US TODAY! 858.779.0577 |  GOLDENWESTMANAGEMENT.COM 

Your Neighborhood Property Managers 

We Are Here For All Your Property Management Needs

Rent It Like You Mean It

OUR SERVICES:
• Home Staging
• Expert AirBnB Services
• Furnish Your Rental
• Interior Design
• Remodel and Renovate

YELLOW
ROSE
HOME STAGING

info@yellowrosehomestaging.com

CONTACT US! 858-775-7465

The Sitzer-Burnett settlement was a 
focal point as national, state and local 
associations worked together to keep 
members and consumers informed—
and association leaders laid the 
groundwork for the path ahead.

The National Association of REALTORS® 
released its 2024 Year in Review. The 
33-page report is an assessment of the 
organization’s past year, highlighting 
member benefits across eight areas—and 
promising a new mission-driven era.

Last year brought significant milestones 
for the association, including 
settlement of the Sitzer-Burnett lawsuit, 
implementation of residential practice 
changes for members, and approval of 
Culture Transformation Commission 
recommendations to bring greater 
accountability and transparency. All this 
came as members worked to navigate 
a challenging market, with limited 
inventory, higher interest rates and 
shifting living and work patterns.

“The past year tested our resilience 
as an industry, as an association and 
as individuals,” NAR President Kevin 
Sears said in a letter that opened the 
report. “As we embark on 2025, I want 
to express my gratitude to you—our 
members, the broker community, the 
local and state associations, and our 
MLS and industry partners—for the 
incredible work you’ve done to push 
through these challenges and help set 
the stage for our industry’s future.”

Building Trust, Collaboration 
NAR CEO Nykia Wright said the 
association must evolve to meet the 
needs of members “today and tomorrow” 
while building on the momentum 
generated last year.
“In 2024, we cut costs and passed our 
first balanced budget in at least 10 years,” 

Wright said. “We also conducted in-depth 
research to begin laying the groundwork 
for a new member experience.”

She added: “The work to redefine our 
broker relationships; better leverage 
our relationships with state and local 
associations to optimize member value; 
build on our strategic partnerships 
with aligned Institutes, Societies and 
Councils; demonstrate our appreciation 
for the many volunteer leaders who 
are instrumental to driving our mission 
forward; and reposition our staff to 
meet the ever-growing needs of these 
stakeholder populations will shape our 
2025 activities.”

Wright has engaged two new partners 
in the effort: In early January, NAR 
announced that Sherry Chris, former 
CEO of Better Homes & Gardens Real 
Estate and ERA Real Estate, would join 
the association as a special advisor to 
help strengthen relationships, build 
trust and enhance collaboration 
with brokerage leaders. On Jan. 15, 
Jarrod Grasso was named senior vice 
president of industry relations for 
NAR, a role dedicated to enhancing the 
association’s relationship with state 
and local association leaders. Grasso 
joins NAR after serving the New Jersey 
REALTORS® for more than two decades, 
most recently as their CEO.

Supporting Member Success 
In 2024, to assist members in preparing 
for practice changes outlined in the 
settlement, NAR launched factsrealtor 
to provide updates and guidance. The 
resource includes more than 120 FAQs, 
a legal video series that garnered more 
than 800,000 views, and more than 
a dozen consumer guides, in English 
and Spanish, for members to use while 
working with clients. The association 
also provided its Accredited Buyer’s 

Representation (ABR®) designation 
course at no cost to members; nearly 
162,000 REALTORS® took advantage of 
that benefit.

More than 1,000 NAR members joined 
a grassroots effort—as surrogates—in 
2024 to help educate consumers about 
the practice changes. Those interested 
in joining the program can email 
surrogates@nar.realtor.

In the advocacy arena, NAR scored 
significant wins: defending private 
property rights, securing the OK for 
VA buyers to compensate their brokers 
directly as the Department of Veterans 
Affairs studies the issue further, 
and supporting industry-friendly 
policies and candidates at all levels of 
government. The REALTORS® Political 
Action Committee—which backed 50% 
Democratic and 50% Republican federal 
candidates—achieved a 97% success rate 
in the 2024 election cycle.

Underpinning NAR’s advocacy success 
is a highly regarded research team 
that provides thought leadership and 
produces key housing market data and 
research reports. In 2024, NAR Chief 
Economist Lawrence Yun, Deputy Chief 
Economist Jessica Lautz and their team 
spoke at more than 400 in-person and 
virtual visits across our 1,100-plus 
local and state associations, brokerages 
and third-party organizations. NAR’s 
research content generated 1.9 million 
website visits, 240,000 report downloads 
and 100,000 social shares in 2024, 
signifying the appetite members and 
consumers have for reliable housing 
data and research reports.

Reprinted from REALTOR® Magazine by 
permission of the National Association 
of REALTORS®. Copyright 2025. All 
rights reserved.

NAR 2024 Year in Review
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JAKE SCHIRO 
APX 1031 EXCHANGE

SIMPLIFY YOUR 
EXCHANGE, 

SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE

B
oomers are retiring 
at an ever-increasing 
clip, and they’re 

looking to cash out their 
real estate investments. Jake 
Schiro explains the statistics— 
“According to Forbes “they 
are a demographic group 73 
million people strong...Since 
2010, about 10,000 of them 
have turned 65 per day, and 
they all will cross that age 
threshold by 2030.

Jake is the CEO of APX 1031, 
and those retiring boomers 
are his bread and butter. 

He explains, “A lot of them 
are getting tired of being 
a landlord, especially here 
in California where the 
government keeps making 
tenant laws more and more 
advantageous to the tenants 
as opposed to the investors 
that own the properties. 
They’ve made it increasingly 
difficult to operate a business 
as a real estate investor. 
And so, we help landlords 
retire by helping them 
exchange into passive real 
estate options that get them 
‘mailbox money.’”

Simply put, he wants to 
help people retire well. “Not 
having to worry about being 
a landlord puts more time 
back in your day so that 
you can focus on the things 
that matter and the things 
that you want to do and 
care about. Our clients want 
to spend time with their 
grandkids, so putting more 
time back in their day is 
important to us,” Jake says.

Business is growing for 
Jake and his team, so much 
so that he intends to start 

acquiring other boutique 
1031 exchange firms and 
bring them under the APX 
1031 banner. He attributes 
the accelerated growth 
of his business to the 
Delaware Statutory Trust 
(DST for short), “Which 
is a completely passive 
investment where you’re 
a fractional owner of a 
much larger property,” 
Jake explains. “It could 
be a 500-unit apartment 
building in Austin, Texas, 
with all the amenities or 
something similar. This 
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

SAVE THE DATE
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host of Real Producers Podcast
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author of "Take the Stairs"

MOLLY BLOOM
Oscar-nominated for “Molly’s Game,”

the movie tells Bloom’s journey
from US skier to waitress to

high-stakes poker game fame

vehicle allows investors to 
buy into something where 
they don’t then have to 
worry about getting a call 
about a leaky toilet in the 
middle of the night.”

The firm prioritizes 
exceptional customer 
service. “We are very, very 
attentive to all of our clients,” 
Jake says, “treating each one 
as if they’re our only client. 
We make sure that we get 
back to people quickly, and 
we simplify the exchange 
process for realtors and 
investors. That’s the bedrock 
foundation of our business 
that created our slogan: 

simplify your exchange, 
simplify your life.” 

Jake is adamant about his 
firm’s service; it’s something 
he takes personally. “We’re 
talking about people’s hard-
earned money and portfolios 
they spent their lifetime 
building,” he says, “so we 
take it seriously because we 
understand that’s a big deal.”

Jake wants to give people 
financial freedom that allows 
them to live their lives, and 
that freedom is what he 
brings to the clients of APX 
1031. He and his team work 
every day to make sure his 

clients’ hard work is well-
rewarded, and that matters 
to them. “People leave us 
raving reviews,” Jake says. 
“Most of them are people 
that have maybe one or two 

other reviews, so it’s not just 
some local guides who are 
always posting reviews. It’s 
people that go out of their 
way to tell their story.”

“WE ARE VERY, 
VERY ATTENTIVE 
TO ALL OF OUR 
CLIENTS.
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Realtor Vanessa Munoz is a champion 
when it comes to rescuing families 
trapped by endless cycles of poverty. 
It’s a subject she knows a little 
something about.

“My childhood was, let’s say, difficult,” 
says the top producer at BLVDS Realty 
and one of San Diego’s top Realtors.

Born in Indio, CA, and moving with 
her family to San Diego when she was 
young, Vanessa says her family, like 
many, seemed to face an endless stream 
of circumstances that held it down.

Being the second oldest of five 
children, the duties to raise her 
siblings fell on Vanessa, a heavy 
responsibility that meant she had to 
grow up fast, she says. Her family’s 
circumstances made her determined 
she would break the cycle of poverty 
and despair that kept them trapped.

A Passion for Real Estate & Clients
BY DAVID CORNWELL 

PHOTOS BY CALDER PEARCE - 

GOLDEN LENS MEDIA

MunozVanessa
Becoming a realtor when she was 25 
helped her do just that. Now in the top 
1 percent of San Diego Realtors, she’s 
helped scores of homebuyers avoid 
similar traps as well as start building 
generational wealth of their own.

Vanessa also focuses on “not letting my 
past affect my present,” an important 
lesson for anyone to learn, she says.

“And I always want to be there for my 
daughters, providing for them what I 
wasn’t provided as a child.”

Attending San Diego’s Hoover High, 
Vanessa earned high grades and honors 
in high school and was awarded a 
college scholarship.

“But I chose love over college,” she says, 
not wanting to split from her high school 
sweetheart, the two having met at a 
Christian youth group.

“Even though I didn’t go to college, my 
life choices still led me to where I am 

today and I couldn’t be happier,” she 
says. “Then, too, you can’t really live life 
without regrets.”

Away from work, she and her husband 
are kept busy shuttling their daughters 
to and from flag football, gymnastics 
and other activities and events. “And we 
love taking them on trips and helping 
them discover new experiences.”

Vanessa feels fortunate that real 
estate has given her a career with the 
independence needed to also be an 
involved mother. And it helps that her 
husband is always there to help when 
she’s overloaded.

It’s not uncommon to come home in the 
evening to find him folding clothes, she 
says. “He’s a real sweetie.”

The couple enjoys walking together 
with the household’s two other family 
members, Duke, their German Shepherd 
and Sasha, their Husky.
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Passionate about her profession, 
Vanessa is active in making it even 
better through membership on the 
board of NAHREP (National Association 
of Real Estate Professionals).

She also feels strongly that by working 
with families to buy a home or 
avoid foreclosure, she’s making her 
community stronger.

She recalls a few years back when many 
area homeowners began receiving 
notice of defaults.

“I helped more than 100 families save 
their homes from foreclosure during 
the period,” she says. “I would try every 
option humanly possible to stop those 
foreclosures from happening, and if 
nothing worked, I would help them sell 
their home. Let’s just say I helped a lot 
more people than sold their homes.”

Asked what she finds most fulfilling 
about her job, she says it is “the ability to 
help others realize their own dream of 
home ownership, break out of their own 
cycles and build generational wealth.”

I WANT TO INSPIRE 
PEOPLE AND LET 

THEM KNOW THEY 
CAN DO ANYTHING 

THEY SET THEIR MIND 
TO, REGARDLESS 
OF THEIR PAST.”
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P O L I S H  YO U R  TO O L B E LT  E V E N T

Women’s Council of Realtors San Diego
PHOTOS BY AMANDA RENZI

AROUND TOWN
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R.E.A.L Awards 2025
PSAR’s 
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Contact us Today!
(928) 322-6960

linkedpreview.com

Bringing Listings to Life
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9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

GINDER LAW GROUP

Eric Ginder, Esq
Ginder Law Group

eginder@ginderlaw.com

760-294-7736-office
619-743-5341-mobile

The REAL ESTATE MARKET 
is changing; do you have a 

risk management program for 
your real estate business? 
If not, call me, let's talk!

 R e a l  E s tat e  L a w  -  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t  -  C o n s t r u c t i o n  D e f e c t


