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Houston's Most Reliable Roofing Contractor

Call or visit or website for your FREE, 
no obligations, roof inspection and consultation!

281.744.9841  •  apex-roofs.com

QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP, UNMATCHED SERVICEQUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP, UNMATCHED SERVICE
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

BUILDER

DSLD Homes

(281) 682-6531
www.DSLDHomes.com/
Communities/Texas

CUSTOM POOL BUILDER

Summit Custom Pools

Preston Deanhardt

(252) 230-6501
Facebook.com/
SummitCustomPoolsINC

HOME INSPECTION

KeenEye Inspections LLC

Chintan Patel

(832) 495-2945
www.keeneyeinspections.net

Morrell Inspection 

Services of Houston

(985) 856-8008
MorrellInspectHouston.com

TLC Home Inspections

(512) 887-2663
TLCInspectors.com

HOME INSPECTIONS 

& ENGINEERING

GreenWorks Inspections

(972) 802-8385
GreenWorksInspections.com

HOME WARRANTY

First American 

Home Warranty

(210) 935-2267
firstamrealestate.com

INSURANCE AGENCY

Goosehead Insurance 

- Avory Agan

(713) 966-6404
Goosehead.com

LISTING  

PREPARATION SERVICES

Freemodel

Keely James Moore

(281) 793-0116

LUXURY RANCH LIVING

Big Easy Ranch

(979) 733-8635
BigEasyRanch.com

MORTGAGE

Brenda Kees - Grace 

Home Lending

Brenda Kees

(713) 806-6628
HouseLoan.com/BrendaKees

OVM Financial

(757) 230-8697
Home.OVMFinancial.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

Nacol Waligura - First 

Horizon Bank

(281) 352-9627
NacolsWaligura.com

MORTGAGE LENDER

Alterra Home Loans 

- Vinesa Gomez

(602) 668-5243

MORTGAGES

Kelly Rogers -  

Fairway Mortgage

(281) 210-7111
KellyRogersTeam.com

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

Texas Signature Roofing

(979) 220-5441
TexasSignatureRoofing.com

ROOFING SERVICES

Apex Roofing Solutions, Inc.

(281) 744-9841
Apex-Roofs.com

ROOFING, CONSTRUCTION 

& RESTORATION

Coastal Construction 

Roofing & Restoration

(281) 705-5289
CCRRLLC.com

TITLE COMPANY

Fidelity National Title

Laurie Ford

(281) 701-5000
www.texas.fntic.com/
Laurie-Ford

Patten Title Company

(713) 621-5808
www.pattentitle.com

Southern Title

(832) 418-3747
SouthernTitleTX.com

Stewart Title

(800) 729-1900
Stewart.com

Offering Home and Commercial 
Inspections, Engineering, 
Environmental & Concierge Services.

Next-Day  Appointments Available.

Open 7 Days/Week.

Over 24,000 Inspections
Performed Annually

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Serving All of Texas  with a
Team of 140+ Strong

Texas’ Best Inspection Company
Dedicated to Houston Real Producers

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL  

Contact Us! 
Brad Caldwell
VP of Business Development

972-802-8385

brad.caldwell@greenworksinspections.com

SCAN ME TO VIEW
OUR PACKAGES

Jeff Marquardt
Market Leader 

855-349-6757

jeff rey.marquardt@greenworksinspections.com



North Houston Real Producers • 76 • September 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

Staff Writer 
Megan Taylor-DiCenzo

Staff Writer 
Elizabeth McCabe

Photographer 
Michelle Butler

Photographer 
Jason Dotson

Operations 
Emily Eyob

Content Director 
Erin Rystad

Publisher 
Jason Shelden

512-535-1949

jason.shelden@ 

realproducersmag.com

R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

N O R T H  H O U S TO N
M E E T  T H E

REALTOR® Relations 
Mazie Martin

08
Real 

Producer: 
Sam Sharif

C O N T E N TS
TABLE OF 

18
Real 

Producer 
Cover Story: 

Eve  
Kneller

14
Real 

Producer: 
Elsa 

Kiprotich

07
Meet the 

Team

04
Preferred 
Partners

12
Top 300 
Badge

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but 
remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. 
Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. 

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, 
please email us at jason.shelden@realproducersmag.com.

(281) 816-9825  ·  (252) 230-6501
sales@summitcustompools.com

2002 Timberloch Place Suite 200,
The Woodlands, TX

Free robotic cleaner with every build.

@summitcustompools

Proudly serving Houston's Best Real Estate Agents & their Clients. 
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Born in Los Angeles, California, Sam 
Sharif moved to Houston in 1998. He 
spent close to 25 years in the oil and 
gas industry with both Texaco and 
Chevron but decided to move on in 
2020. Sam’s clients are lucky he did; 
he provides friendly and informed 
service while forming long-lasting 
relationships with those he helps.

Having invested in properties for 
about 12 years, it was a natural 
migration for Sam to join the real 
estate community. Sam attended the 
Champion School of Real Estate and 
obtained his license in 2020, starting 
his career with Better Homes and 
Gardens. After spending about two 
years with them, Sam joined ReMax 
and hasn’t looked back. 

“In real estate, you’ve got to be all-in,” 
Sam explained. “It’s not a part-time 

gig. I live, breathe, eat, smell, and 
wake up to real estate; I’ve seen the 
results from that personally.”

Sam’s focus and dedication to real 
estate stems from his love of helping 
people. “It brings me joy,” he shared. 
“I consider myself to have a relational 
rather than transactional concept of 
real estate. I may help someone buy 
or sell a house, but that’s not where 
our relationship ends. I stay in touch 
with my clients and enjoy having 
lunch with them now and then.”

Sam is also the Chair of the Houston 
Association of Realtors Greater 
Northwest breakfast. “I think HAR 
is doing a fantastic job supporting 
REALTORS®,” Sam said. HAR has 
more than 50,000 members who 
are engaged in all aspects of the real 
estate industry.

Sam’s joy for the real estate indus-
try doesn’t end there. He loves the 
ever-changing nature of realty and 
the industry’s history. “Between NAR 
settlements, seller disclosures, and 
HUD statements, REALTORS® need 
to stay informed of the changes,” Sam 
said. “The history of real estate is 
fascinating as well.”

As an investor, Sam appreciates 
the possibilities of real estate, both 
personally and professionally. “I love 
that it brings wealth to people,” he 
explained. “Real estate is the greatest 
long-term way to build generational 
wealth. I love to help a new, young 
couple buy their first home, and I love 
selling million-dollar homes too. It’s 
all very exciting.”

Sam believes in having a balanced life. 
“Spiritual, physical, mental, family… 

SHARIF

THE 

ECOSYSTEM 

OF REAL 

ESTATE

S
A
M



North Houston Real Producers • 1110 • September 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

We’re your #1 choice for roofing services right here in the Texas Triangle.
A Signatu� We Stand Behind
Info@TxSigRoofing.com  |  979-220-5441  |  936-661-8442  |  texassignatureroofing.com

NATIONAL AWARDED FOR BEST BELMONT ROOF INSTALLED IN 2023 FOR CERTAINTEED

VETERAN
OWNED

everything needs to be in balance,” he 
shared. Sam has been married for 13 
years and has two beautiful children: 
a daughter, Sophie (11), and a son, 
Calub (8). He works out three to four 
times a week and attends church on 
Sundays with his family.

Sam’s pursuit of a balanced life flows 
into his work as well. “We’re just a 

big ecosystem helping each other 
at the end of the day,” he said. “I 
want to continue to build relation-
ships and help people, whether 
they’re my clients or fellow 
REALTORS®. I love sharing my 
knowledge with other agents and 
helping them stay involved and 
connected. I want to continue to 
lift up the business.”

He is doing just that. Sam’s 
well-rounded and bal-
anced approach helps him 
support his clients with 
enthusiasm, dedication, 
patience, and exceptional 
customer service. He is 
an integral part of the real 
estate ecosystem he loves.

IN REAL ESTATE, 

YOU’VE GOT TO 

BE ALL-IN.

Kelly Rogers
SVP | Mortgage Advisor

281-990-6030 | kellyrogersteam.com
NMLS#356776

2445 TECHNOLOGY FOREST | SUITE 210
THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381

Y O U R  M O R T G A G E  S O L U T I O N

Copyright© 2024 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation. NMLS#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718, 1-866-912-4800. All rights reserved. This is not an offer 
to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property 

approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Opportunity.



North Houston Real Producers • 1312 • September 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

REAL PRODUCER

If you are a top 300 producer in the North Houston 
market, reach out to us, and we will supply you 
with this logo to use in your marketing efforts! 

TeamTexas@realproducersmag.com

If you are a Real Producers-nominated vendor partner, 
you can use this logo on your business card! Reach 
out to us at TeamTexas@realproducersmag.com

RECOGNITION LOGOS ARE HERE!
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D E E P 

D O W N 

F R O M  T H E 

H E A R T

Written by Megan Taylor-DiCenzo
Photography by Jason Dotson with Dotson Photography

K I P R O T I C H

E L S A  K I P R O T I C H  

is astounding. She speaks 

two languages: Swahili, and 

English. She has a degree 

in Bachelors in Business 

Administration, but her heart 

is in real estate. She is a wife 

and a mother of two beautiful 

children, a compassionate and 

dedicated community member, 

and an unstoppable go-getter 

who loves helping others’ 

dreams become a reality.

Elsa is originally from Eldoret, 
Kenya, about six hours from 
the capital. Eldoret is known 
for its world champion run-
ners, and Elsa has no less drive 
and motivation than they do. 
“I’m a person who has a great 
hustle,” she shared. “I set my 
own goals and achieve them.”

After graduating high school 
in Kenya, Elsa ran several 
businesses and helped her 
father sell various products. 
With her goal of being a 
successful businessperson 
achieved, she moved to the 
United States to study.

In the US, Elsa’s husband, 
Philip, recommended she 
become a nurse, in part 
because nurses are always in 
demand. Elsa graduated from 
college and even returned to 
take additional courses, but 
nursing just wasn’t her thing. 
“One day, we were dissecting a 
rabbit in class, and I just said, 
this is not fair,” Elsa remem-
bered. “I can’t stand the blood.”

She left class that day and 
called a recruiter at Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car she had previously 
interviewed with. “I asked 

him, why didn’t you hire me, 
anyway? “ Elsa laughed. “We 
got talking, and he offered me 
a position.”

Six months later, Elsa was 
promoted to assistant man-
ager and ran two successful 
Enterprise branches. “That 
was in Kansas,” she remem-
bered, “but we were making 
plans to move to Houston. 
Throughout the process 
of buying our first house, 
I could see myself becom-
ing a REALTOR®. While 
we waited on the closing 
back in Kansas, I enrolled 
in real estate classes, and 
the rest is history.”

Elsa has been in real estate for 
six years now and knows she 
found just the right fit. It took 
some time to build momentum, 
but she never quit. In the first 
year, she sold two houses. In 
the second year, she sold four 
houses. Then, it was 13, 25, and 
32 houses. “It kept growing,” 
she said. 

Elsa’s success is due, in part, 
to her focus on building client 
relationships. “I put myself in 
my clients’ shoes,” she shared, 
“which helps me provide 
top-notch service. It’s not just 
about the transaction for me.”

Those relationships often turn 
into referrals, and Elsa couldn’t 
be prouder of that. “90% of my 
business comes from referrals,” 
she said. “Building those rela-
tionships solidifies your busi-
ness and the trust clients have 
in you. When people refer 
someone to me, they know 
who they are referring to.”

E L S A

real producer 
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They are referring to the Lead of H-Town Royal 
Group with CB&A REALTORS®. To a wife whose 
husband, Philip, is the Operations Manager of the 
company. And to a mother of Ivan (10) and Idalia (5).

They are also referring to someone who has her 
pulse on the Kenyan community in Houston. “I’m big 
into community involvement,” Elsa said. “I love to 
be part of what’s going on and bring people together. 
Whenever I’m not at work, I’m exploring community 
events I can be a part of. I love to help people by 
connecting them with resources they need.”

Elsa is currently in the process of putting together 
a mentorship program to bring the needs of the real 
estate community (Appraisals, plumbing and elec-
trical inspections, loan originators, home inspectors 
etc.) to the Kenyan community. “I want to show 
them that you don’t have to be a nurse to be success-
ful. You can do other things and be successful,” she 
said. She is certainly an expert on that.

Another new initiative that Elsa and her team are 
working on is helping relocating people transition 
to the USA smoothly by helping them with their 
housing needs. This new program is particularly 
intended for nurses as well as other expatriates 
coming over to the United States from different 
parts of the world.

But what Elsa enjoys most of all is helping people 
realize homeownership is possible. “When we close 
on a house in 30 days, and my clients are amazed 
because they thought it would be complicated, that’s 
my favorite part: actualizing a dream for someone to 
be a homeowner and getting them the best deal.”

The best deal is important, and Elsa is a tough nego-
tiator. “That’s my culture; we negotiate everything,” 
she laughed. “I know which buttons to push. I know 
when to say, ‘Let’s talk about this tomorrow’, and 
then they say, ‘OK, Elsa, we’ll give you everything 
you want.’”

Like the famous runners of Eldoret, Elsa is an 
unstoppable force. That’s because she does every-
thing with love. “There has never been a better feel-
ing in my heart than guiding people home with the 
Royal Experience,” she explained. “I love what I do, 
and I do it deep down from my heart. When you let 
God be the author of your story everything becomes 
unstoppable,” She says.

W H E N  Y O U  L E T  G O D 

B E  T H E  A U T H O R 

O F  Y O U R  S T O R Y 

E V E R Y T H I N G  B E C O M E S 

U N S T O P P A B L E .

Infrared Thermal Scan, Digital Foundation Level & Sprinkler 
System included with every Home Inspection

Buyers Inspection
Sellers Inspection

Rehab
New Construction

Buyer's Inspection
Seller's Inspection
New Construction
Phase Inspection

Warranty Inspection
Swimming Pool & Spa
Mold Inspection & Testing
Advanced Stucco
Sewer Scope

Book Your First Inspection Today
832.422.2332
KeenEyeInspections.net
inspect@keeneyeinspections.net

Residential & Commercial 
Property Inspections

Beyond Your Vision

Brenda Kees has all your
mortgage needs handled!

Brenda Kees
www.houseloan.com/brendakees/

3239 N Loop 1604 W, Suite 128
San Antonio, TX 78257

713-212-3036

BKees@gracehomelending.com
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Eve Kneller is a wife, mom, 
former paralegal, and current 
REALTOR® who has worked 
for two different Fortune 100 
Companies, bringing expertise in 
buying and selling to the table. 
But it’s her passion for connecting 
with clients on a deeply personal 
level that sets her apart. 

Eve grew up in Toledo, Ohio, and 
married her high school sweet-
heart, Erik, after graduating from 
the University of Toledo. The cou-
ple moved to Ann Arbor, where 
Eve earned her second bachelor’s 
degree in Paralegal Studies; and 
shortly after becoming a practic-
ing paralegal at General Motors 
in Detroit, Michigan. During this 
time, she also supported Erik 
while he finished his PhD in geol-
ogy at the University of Michigan. 
They had a plan but life had sur-
prises in store.

In 2007, Eve and Erik moved to 
Houston where Erik was offered 
an opportunity in oil and gas. Eve 
found her next career in the legal 
department of ConocoPhillips 
where she worked until they 
started their family. 

R E A L  E S T A T E  I S  P E R S O N A L

EVEWritten by Megan 
Taylor-DiCenzo
Photography by Jason 
Dotson with  
Dotson Photography

real producer 
cover story 
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“I had a vision I would stay home for a few years 
with the kids and then get back to work,” Eve 
remembered. “Having worked since the age of 14, 
a strong work ethic was ingrained in me, along 
with the confidence that I could achieve anything 
I set my mind to. I sought a career with flexibil-
ity, one that would allow me to balance work and 
family life seamlessly. I earned my real estate 
license in 2017 before Hurricane Harvey when my 
son was three years old, but I wasn’t quite ready 
to jump in until 2018.” 

Like many people, Eve watched HGTV and thought 
being a REALTOR® would be fun. “It is fun, but it’s 
not like what it looks like on TV,” she laughed. 

In 2018, Eve met with a few different brokers, but 
it wasn’t until she met with Keller Williams in The 
Woodlands & Magnolia that she fell in love. “It just 
felt like home,” Eve explained. “I love their culture 
and training.” She’s been there ever since. 

It took about six months for business to take off 
while Eve completed her training. Once she landed 
her first deal, though, it was a domino effect. “It’s 
been wonderful these past few years,” she said. 
Though real estate offers flexibility, it demands 
adaptability. Late nights and weekends are not 
uncommon, but it’s a sacrifice she gladly make 
to serve her clients effectively while still being 
present for her family. Over the years, she’s built a 
thriving career, consistently ranking in the top 20% 
of her Keller Williams market center. In 2023, she 
achieved the remarkable feat of landing in 1st place 
for the highest volume as an individual agent.

“But beyond the accolades and achievements lies 
a deeper purpose – to serve others with integrity, 
heart, and unwavering dedication. Real estate isn’t 
just about transactions; it’s about people – their 
dreams, their aspirations, their futures. And as 
I continue on this journey, I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to make a difference in the lives of 
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those I serve, one home at a time” Eve 
says. For her, real estate is about a focus 
on service. “It’s not just discovering 
what my clients need and want in a home 
but getting to know them on a personal 
level,” Eve shared. “Real estate is per-
sonal; you get to know what your clients 
are going through. I’ve helped women 
who are leaving bad marriages, widows 
and widowers who lost their spouses, 
grandparents moving here to be closer to 
their grandchildren to first-time home-
buyers. When clients work with me, they 
feel like they’re the only client I have.” 

Eve’s commitment to her clients is just 
where her enthusiasm begins. “I love the 
excitement of going on a listing appoint-
ment,” she said, “and the day-to-day nego-
tiations. No day is the same; real estate 
keeps you on your toes.” 

Eve is up for the challenge because she 
has a beautiful family at home. She and 
her husband, Erik, have been married for 
21 years. “He’s my best friend and biggest 
supporter,” Eve said. 

When Eve is not with her clients or 
working on her business, you can find her 
cheering on her son, Jack’s football team, 
supporting her daughter Olivia as she 
fulfills her dancing dream. She’s active in 
volunteering at her kids’ schools, spon-
soring neighborhood events, or hiking the 
local trails in The Woodlands with her 
husband of 21 years and her sweet Golden 
Retriever named Henry. 

In addition to her family activities, she 
is also a long-time supporter and con-
tributor to WILLPower, the Houston-
area affiliate of the Cure Sanfilippo 
Foundation, in support of her dear 
friend’s son, Will Byers.

Eve is a client-centered, service-driven, 
responsive real estate professional with big 
enthusiasm and an even bigger heart. That’s 
because she knows real estate is personal.

REAL ESTATE IS 
PERSONAL; 

YOU GET TO KNOW 
WHAT YOUR 

CLIENTS ARE GOING 
THROUGH.



We are your 
North Houston area offices
Delivering products, services and a seamless customer experience 
are only half of the equation. Our team’s talent and expertise create 
an enjoyable experience and equate to the memorable closing your
clients deserve.   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


