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MichiganLandscapeProfessionals.comMichiganLandscapeProfessionals.com (810) 844-5200

Cozy Season is Coming
Are You Ready?

Hardscapes | Decks | Pergolas | Outdoor Kitchens | Landscape Lighting
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We’ve got you covered,
and then some.

Shannon Bennett
License #: 116758, 0729931

Request a quote
from Shannon and you will

quickly understand why Goosehead is
one of the fastest growing distributors of home

and auto insurance in the United States.

(734) 822-6514 | goosehead.com
shannon.bennett@goosehead.com

@GooseheadInsuranceShannonKeating

Homeowners | Auto | Flood | Renters
Condo | Landlord | Motorcycle
Boat | RV | Life | Commercial
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Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – Tune in for free today

podcast.realproducersmag.com

The Gallery Pointe community enjoys beautiful curb 
appeal, sidewalks, a community garden and dog run. 
Convenient services such as snowplowing and exterior 
maintenance create a truly maintenance free lifestyle.

gallerypointecondos.com

The Picknell Team is currently representing Wexford
Homes with the sales of its new construction
community, Gallery Pointe. ThePicknellTeam.com
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

HOME BUILDER

Gallery Pointe of 

Wexford Homes

(734) 395-8383
www.gallerypointe
condos.com

Lombardo Homes

Melissa Cervin

(586) 781-2316
lombardohomes.com

Norfolk Homes

(734) 336-1912
www.norfolk-homes.com

HOME INSPECTION

Trademark Inspection 

Services

(734) 331-3269
www.trademark
homeinspection.com

HOME ORGANIZATION

The Betty Brigade

(734) 994-1000
BettyBrigade.com

HOME WARRANTY

ACHOSA Home Warranty

Mark Light

(248) 892-5884

INSURANCE

Goosehead Insurance 

- Bennett Agency

Shannon Bennett

(734) 822-6514

Max Auger Agency  

Farm Bureau Insurance

Max Auger

(517) 798-1234

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/

BUILD AND MAINTENANCE

Michigan Landscape 

Professionals

(810) 844-5200
www.MichiganLandscape
Professionals.com

MORTGAGE

Bank of Ann Arbor

(734) 327-1613
www.bankofannarbor.com

First Merchants Bank

John Simpkins

(734) 531-8040
Www.teamsimpkins.com

Gold Star Mortgage 

Financial Group

Charles Christmas

(734) 660-3600
ChristmasLending.com

Mortgage Center

Danielle Boote

(313) 304-7404
www.danielleboote.com

The Stork Group

Steve Stork & Greg Goddard

(248) 409-3989
StorkMortgageGroup.com

MOVING & STORAGE

Morse Moving & Storage

(734) 484-1717
www.morsemoving.com

UNITS Moving and Portable 

Storage of SE Michigan

(734) 822-9008
www.UNITSMichigan.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & 

VIDEOGRAPHY

Knightwing Media

(616) 902-7223
www.knightwingmedia.com

Next Door Photos

(734) 263-6462
a2wayne.nextdoor
photos.com

PLUMBING, SEWER 

& DRAIN

Dynamic Drains

Bob Blaine

(734) 215-5811
dynamicdrains.com

TITLE INSURANCE

Rose Title Agency

(810) 360-0236
www.rosetitle.com
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If you’d like to sponsor this event, 
reach out to Terra.Csotty@n2co.com.

When? October 16, 2024
What time? 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Where? The Kinsley - Lombardo Homes’ NEW 
Model at 6632 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 48105
Who’s invited? Wayne County Real Producers AND 
Ann Arbor/Brighton Real Producers TOP real 
estate agents as well as Preferred Partners

Enjoy food and beverages and tour the new 
Lombardo Homes Model all while connecting with 
the best of the best in TWO Real Producers mar-
kets! This is an event you won’t want to miss! AUTO • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH • FARM & CROP • BUSINESS

Max Auger
(517) 798-1234 | mauger@fbinsmi.com
    @AugerInsuranceGroup
201 E Grand River AveHowell, MI 48843-6500

Knowing you have the right insurance agent handling all your insurance
needs is one of the most secure feelings you can have. My goal is to bring you peace 

of mind... and to help you and your family through the toughest times of your life.

•	 Host & Sponsor: Lombardo Homes
•	 VIP Sponsors: Michigan Schools & Government 	

Credit Union and Morse Moving & Storage
•	 Support Sponsor: Capital Mortgage Funding
•	 Photo Booth by Ooh Snap! Mobile Photo Booth
•	 Photo & Video by Stylish Detroit

REGISTER at www.rp-events.com 

event announcement

FA L L
MINGLE

AT THE MODEL | JOIN US!

Elevate

Let's make something together.
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In a digital age where AI rules supreme, phone calls 
are answered by call centers, and messages are 
answered by bots, it’s always refreshing to find a 
company with good old-fashioned customer service. 
Expect the phone to be answered and concerns to 
be handled with care at UNITS Moving and Portable 
Storage of Southeast Michigan. Owned by local resi-
dents Megan and Mark Fijalkowski, this local business 
has come to the rescue of real estate professionals.

“We both lived the corporate America life,” explains 
Megan. “We wanted to do something in the local 
community that would help change the landscape of 
the industry.” When they had a child 2 years ago, they 
wanted to make the most of family time and help oth-
ers in the process. They decided that UNITS Moving 

and Portable Storage would be a great industry to 
explore and a perfect fit for Southeast Michigan. 

“Moving can be a very stressful time for many peo-
ple,” explains Megan. “We wanted to help alleviate 
some of that stress by giving people an affordable, 
local option for moving solutions and portable stor-
age containers.” Since opening in March 2023, their 
goal has been to build an honest business in the 
community where they live, work, and play. Mark 
explains, “As a small, local business, at the end of 
the day we want to love what we do, the people we 
help serve, and the company we are building. It’s 
important for us to be members of the community. 
Our business is a model that you will always see us 
involved as owners, every step of the way.” 

partner spotlight
By Beth McCabe
Photos by Hilary Nichols Photography

UNITSUNITS
Moving and Portable Storage
OF SE MICHIGAN 

Old-School Service 
with Modern Solutions
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SERVICES OFFERED 

When it comes to moving and storage, UNITS 
Moving and Portable Storage has you covered. 
“We have two sizes of portable storage contain-
ers,” explains Megan. Clients can choose between 
12- and 16-foot containers. “You can use them for 
a realm of possibilities, from moving to storage to 
restoration or renovations.” 

Containers are dropped off at a client’s house or 
business. “They can fill them themselves or our 
moving partners can help to fill the containers,” 
explains Mark. “The containers can be stored 
on-site, or in our climate-controlled warehouse 
located on the West side of Ann Arbor. We also can 
move full containers with our level-load and unload 
system, which gives us the flexibility to work in dif-
ferent industries with a plethora of varying uses.”

What makes UNITS Moving and Portable Storage a 
practical solution is that it’s an expandable warehouse 
that can hold up to 1,200 square feet of household 
goods with a small enough footprint to fit into one 
parking space. Megan explains, “For REALTORS®, we 
focus on staging or decluttering. If you have a home 
that goes on the market and need to get items out so 
you can properly stage the house, UNITS containers 

are an easy way to store those items.” Showings can 
go on without clutter, ensuring that listings sell faster 
and often for higher price points.

UNITS Moving and Portable Storage also helps clients 
with mismatched closing dates. When people sell 
homes without knowing where they will live next, 
they can store their furniture and belongings in a con-
tainer in the warehouse, which is convenient for them. 
Clients will have the ability to access their containers 
with only a short notice needed, providing a flexible 
and convenient off-site option that helps reduce the 
burden of too many touches.

Mark adds, “A big selling point for REALTORS® is 
that once things come out of the house, they don’t 
have to go back in the house.” That makes it easy 
for open houses. With their climate-controlled 
warehouse facility, clients’ items can be stored in a 
temperature-controlled setting before they reach 
their final destination. 

WHY CHOOSE UNITS? 

When it comes to choosing a moving and porta-
ble storage company, choose local. “We are the 
only locally owned and operated portable storage 
company in the state of Michigan,” explains 

Mark. “We are also your neighbors; we know the 
area and we know how to help navigate through 
the space,” points out Megan. 

Best of all, they offer the best customer service in 
the industry. When people call, they talk to a small 
group of 4 people, including owners Mark and 
Megan. “You get a real person every time you text, 
email, or call,” says Megan. “We answer the phone at 
all hours of the day and night. We know that this is 
a stressful time in people’s lives. We want to make it 
as easy as possible and simplify the process.”

Another benefit of UNITS is that they deliver 
containers through a ROBO-delivery system which 
acts as a remote-controlled robot that maneuvers 
the containers into place. Mark explains, “We drive 
the container on and off the truck with the ROBO. 
You don’t have to worry about damage to your 
contents within the container or damage to your 
property as we maneuver with the ROBO.”

In addition to their ROBO-delivery system, 
UNITS requires much less space than their com-
petition. “We can deliver the container wherever 
we have 8 feet and 3 inches of space,” points 
out Mark. Low-hanging wires or tree branches 
or narrow driveways cause no issues for 
UNITS. Their competitors require much 
more space for clearance. 

The containers themselves are also best-in-class 
with solid steel construction and barn-style doors 
that open for easy loading and unloading, providing 
space maximization. “They also have stainless steel 
vents that allow the goods within the container 
to ‘breathe’ during the hot summer months,” adds 
Megan. In addition to the vents, there is also extra 
weather-stripping that is installed on the containers 
to ensure contents stay dry. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Life is too short to have cluttered open houses. 
Choose UNITS Moving and Portable Storage as a 
moving and storage option for clients. With their 
exceptional customer service and variety of moving 
and storage solutions, you’ll be glad that you did. 

CONTACT: 

UNITS MOVING AND PORTABLE STORAGE OF SOUTHEAST 

MICHIGAN | UNITSMICHIGAN.COM | (734) 822-9008 

As a small, local business, at the 
end of the day we want to love 
what we do, the people we help 
serve, and the company we are 

building. It’s important for us to 
be members of the community.
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get your container.
��������������������

734-623-4639 • unitsmichigan.com

local business owners with years of expertise 
in the local moving and storage sector.

���������
����
��
	���������������������������
�
����
��������������������������
�	����������������
��������
���������������
����������	
����������������������

����� �� �
� �������
���­��­���	��
�������������������
����­����
�����
�����
������­���­�
�����

���	
�
	
�
����������������

���­�����������­�

With bedrooms, living spaces and essential amenities 
all on the same level, ranch-style floor plans provide
a seamless transition between 
di�erent areas of the home, allowing 
for e�ortless movement and a more 
e�cient daily routine!

Take a look at all of our quick 
move-ins if this sounds appealing to 
you. We have 4 plans that you'll love:

8178 Jackson Road, Suite D  |  Ann Arbor, MI
734.336.1912  •  norfolk-homes.com

WHAT WE DO MATTERS

We make your life a lot easier, 
whether you’re on the go or in 
the office. Our FREE app allows 
you access to Title Quotes, 
Seller Net Sheets, Loan 
Estimates and much more.

711 E Grand River Ave, Brighton, MI 48116
810-360-0236

TOP NOTCH CUSTOMER SERVICE
AND PERSONALIZED CARE, AS

EVERY TRANSACTION IS UNIQUE.

Whether you need a Title Search, Purchasing or 
Selling a Home, Refinancing, Land Contracts, 

FSBO or you need a Notary...
Look no further because Rose Title Agency 

is here for you!

PRINT IS STILL ALIVE. 

Celebrating two decades of print excellence, 
now 800 niche magazines strong (and counting).

Delivering
Lasting Memories

Your session is about 
creating an experience 

that's fun, fresh, and 
unique to YOU!

Gift Certificates Available

Metro-Detroit's premier newborn, child and family photographer.

Portraits: Families, Littles, Maternity, Seniors, Couples
Watch Me Grow, Lifestyle, & Studio Newborns

(734) 891-1334 • kellystorkphotography.com       @kellystorkphoto
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MEZA

Century 21 
Affiliated

Rose Meza, a standout in the world of real estate, 
is a woman whose career embodies resilience, 
dedication, and passion. As a proud Latina and 
an accomplished REALTOR® at Century 21 
Affiliated, Rose’s story is one of perseverance 
and success against the odds.

SOLID VALUES

Rose’s journey began in Michigan, where she grew 
up in a hardworking family. Her mother, a nurse, and 
her father, an immigrant from Ecuador who worked 
in hospital maintenance, instilled in her the values 
of hard work and determination. 
As the first entrepreneur and first 
American born on her father’s 
side, Rose had to navigate her 
path largely on her own.

“I was the first entrepreneur in my 
immediate family,” says Rose. “I 
started at Washtenaw Community 
College when I was 18 both 
working full time and attending 
school full time.” She earned a 
degree in science, graduating with 
honors, and was then awarded 
a scholarship to Lawrence 
Technological University for 
Technical Communications. Despite not complet-
ing her degree at Lawrence Tech, the education she 
received was invaluable. Rose explains, “My education 
is ongoing. I got an excellent base from both WCC and 
LTU, and I use my studies in everything I do, making 
me a huge education advocate, and I continue to take 
opportunities to learn in any capacity.” She worked at 
Washtenaw Community College for 11 years, climbing 
the ranks in various technical and professional roles.

After she purchased her house, Rose reasoned 
with herself, “If you want to make a change, now 
is the time.” She wasn’t married and had no kids. 
That’s when she decided to go into interior design. 
“It wasn’t good timing,” she reflects. “I did okay 
and got some business out of it, but poor timing 
in terms of the market/economy. People were not 
re-designing but it led me to real estate.”

When she spoke to clients, including telling them 
how remodeling their kitchen would add value to 
the house, Rose jokes, “I realized that I sounded 
like a REALTOR®.” In 2016, she got her license and 
found it “super easy” to get. “But it’s not easy being 
a REALTOR®,” she adds.

RISING IN REAL ESTATE

Rose began her career in 2017. Her excellence in 
the field has been recognized with both Bronze 
and Silver awards, and she was named one of 
the top agents in sales at Century 21 Affiliated in 

the first quarter of 2024. She 
is also active in community 
involvement, governmental 
affairs committees for Ann 
Arbor Board of Realtors as 
well as NAHREP (National 
Association for Hispanic Real 
Estate Professionals).

What makes Rose stand out 
above her competition is her tal-
ent in design. Her background in 
interior design allows her to offer 
valuable advice on home staging 
and improvements, which adds 
significant value to her clients’ 

properties. She shares, “Great staging sells a home!” 
Buyers also appreciate staging. “They love to brain-
storm ideas for a space.” Focusing on where fashion 
meets function is important. 

She is also dedicated to making real estate  
transactions smooth and stress-free for her clients, 
ensuring transparency and excellence at every step. 
Her commitment to client satisfaction has resulted in 
a strong base of repeat and referral clients.

Rose’s path to success was not without its 
challenges, however. Being an entrepreneur in 
a family with no entrepreneurial background 
meant she had to figure things out on her own. In 
sports and other competitive areas, she often had 
to work harder to earn her place, a pattern that 
continued into her professional life. 

Rose

woman to watch
By Beth McCabe
Photos by Hilary Nichols Photography

Designing Dreams

My prosperity 

would not be 

without God’s 

love and light.
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“Any sport that I played, I had to work hard to 
get those top spots,” she reflects. That over-
coming spirit made Rose who she is today. She 
applies her competitive spirit to poker and 
euchre and jokes, “I’m underestimated all the 
time and I win. Never underestimate a woman.” 

In real estate, Rose fights for her clients and takes 
care of them. Whether moving deals to the closing 
table or negotiating on behalf of her clients, she 
handles complex transac-
tions with ease. 

PERSONAL LIFE 

AND INTERESTS

When not working, Rose 
enjoys spending time with 
her husband, Jonathan 
Smith, whom she has been 
with for 16 years and mar-
ried to for six. “He is my 
love and my Rock; together 
we can conquer the 
world!” They share a close 
bond with family, including 
regular “Taco Tuesdays” 
at either her brother’s or 
sister-in-law’s. “Good food, 
good times, and great fam-
ily time!” she smiles. Rose 
also has two younger sisters and a stepbrother. She 
adores her two nephews and godson in Ann Arbor. 
Both her father and mother were pivotal figures in 
her life. Although divorced when she was younger, 
they were very doting. 

“I wouldn’t be who I am or where I am without such 
great support from them. They are my heroes because 
they worked their tails off for us!” Currently, they 
are both medically retired, and her mother, who lives 
with Rose, is a miracle. She has survived two craniot-
omies and is a great inspiration. “It’s not an easy road 
relearning everything but she has the motivation and 
determination to overcome anything. I’m glad I am 
there to support her and cheer her on!” Her father 
and stepmother are her biggest cheerleaders! Her dad 
coached all the sports Rose played (which were many) 
and has been very involved in everything she has 
done throughout her life.

Rose’s hobbies include involvement in community 
activities, book clubs, and enjoying the arts. She 
loves music – all music. “It has to be good music,” 

she points out. A child of the ‘90s, she likes all the 
music of the time: Rock, Rap, Country, Salsa, and 
Classical, but her favorite band is still Tool.

She loves traveling and has a passion for exploring new 
places, with a recent voyage to Ecuador at the top of the 
list thus far. “I love to travel,” she smiles. She likes beach 
vacations to escape and unwind, especially in the winter 
months. That’s when you can find her under a palm tree 
on the West Coast or Florida. 

“I’m also working on my 
house,” adds Rose. “We 
bought a fixer-upper.” 
Transforming it into a home, 
remodeling/updating can 
be a task, but the décor and 
gardening are fun for her. 

Her love for her pets, two 
adorable Shih Tzu-Bichon 
Frise mixes named Da Vinci 
(1.5 years) and Mona Lisa (6 
months), adds joy to her daily 
life “They make us better peo-
ple and if all the doggies are 
happy, the world is right!” 

A woman of faith, Rose is a 
Christian and credits God 

for all of her blessings in life. She starts her day with 
meditation and prayer to get centered. “It’s also a great 
way to start the day.” It provides the motivation to do 
her best every day. She gives all the glory to God for 
her success. “My prosperity would not be without God’s 
love and light,” she points out. 

TOP TIPS

For those looking to follow in her footsteps, Rose 
emphasizes the importance of organization and 
community engagement. She advocates for main-
taining a well-organized calendar, setting “clear 
business hours, planning and tracking ALL of your 
time- everything you do, every day and plan for 
breaks!” and being actively involved in the commu-
nity. Her favorite quote, “Carpe diem,” encapsulates 
her approach to life and business—seize the day and 
make the most of every opportunity.

Rose’s rise in real estate illustrates the power of per-
severance, passion, and the pursuit of your dreams. 
She found her purpose in real estate, changing many 
people’s lives in the process.

I’m underestimated all the time and I 

win. Never underestimate a woman.
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P E R S E V E R A N C E  A N D  P E R S I S T E N C E  P A I D  O F F

“I had a 10-year background in supply chain management,” says 
Eric Meldrum, reflecting on his journey from corporate America 
to real estate success. A graduate of Western Michigan University, 
Eric’s career took him all over the world, setting up logistic centers 
all over the world, including the Netherlands, and China. But 
by 2016, the constant travel began to take its toll. “Travel soon 
became more grueling than what I wanted. We got the news that 
we were expecting our first child in 2016, which got me thinking 
about a change of pace in my life.”

In 2018, Eric got licensed as a real estate agent. For the first two 
years, he balanced his new career with a full-time job, tirelessly 
working to establish himself in the industry. “I dove into market-
ing, specifically on social media, and learned everything I could 
about Facebook advertising. I realized quickly that I needed to 
generate leads, so I focused on learning everything I could about 
online lead generation.”

Eric’s efforts paid off. In his first year, he achieved $1 million in 
gross sales. Each subsequent year saw impressive growth: $3.5 
million in the second year, $6 million in the third, and $12 million 
in the fourth. “I kept doubling sales each year,” he proudly notes.

Eric’s operations background plays a crucial role in his success. 
“Keeping it detail-oriented and understanding there are only so 
many hours in a day, you have to let some things go. Our main focus 
is attracting people that truly want to work with us and making sure 
they get the best possible service when buying or selling, period.”

THE TRU LIVING GROUP
In 2021, Eric partnered with long-time friend Juan Alcala to start 
the Tru Living Group with eXp Realty. “We’ve been growing our 

By Beth McCabe
Photos by Kelly Stork Photography

top producer

ERIC
MELDRUM
ERICIt’s all about helping 

you find the ideal 
lifestyle. The 

houses take care of 
themselves.
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team ever since,” he says. Now, the Tru Living Group oper-
ates in both Michigan and Florida, with a team of six agents, 
administrative support, and full media production depart-
ment to support the team’s commitment to video.

A significant part of their success has been their innovative 
use of YouTube. “In 2022, we decided to go all-in on our 
YouTube channels. It’s been a huge portion of our lead gen-
eration.” Their content, which includes videos about living 
in Michigan and Florida, has led to over 240 Zoom calls 
with potential buyers in the beginning half of 2024 alone. 

Tru Living Group is all about lifestyle. “It’s all about helping 
you find the ideal lifestyle. The houses take care of them-
selves.” He emphasizes the importance of innovative mar-
keting and getting maximum exposure for listings. “With 
any of our listings, people have probably seen me online,” 
he adds, referring to their robust online presence, including 
the “Brighton Michigan Happenings” Facebook group and 
the “What’s Up Brighton” podcast.

A HEART TO HELP OTHERS
But Eric’s commitment extends beyond real estate. He has 
a heart to help others. He’s a passionate supporter of Fund 
A Life, a nonprofit helping families in some of their darkest 

moments. “My mom died of cancer when I was 10 years old. I 
was a recipient of people extending a helping hand, so now that 
I am fortunate enough to give back I love being able to do so. “

FAMILY + FUN
When he’s not selling real estate, Eric loves spending time 
with his beautiful wife Brianna and their daughters, Mila (8) 
and Chloe (6). “We love spending time downtown Brighton, 
enjoying places like the Brighton Coffeehouse and Theater, 
Imagination Station, and local favorites like Blankslate for ice 
cream and Jackie’s Custard.” His daughters are active in bal-
let, gymnastics, and cheerleading, and the family enjoys being 
outdoors and swimming.

COMMITTED TO THE COMMUNITY 
Eric’s passion for community shines through in his work. 
“Brighton is a fantastic community. Having grown up in metro 
Detroit, moving out to Brighton in 2016 was a fresh awaken-
ing. The community rallies around things and there are tons 
of great people and businesses.”

As he continues to grow Tru Living Group, Eric remains 
dedicated to bringing his community together and helping his 
clients live their ideal lifestyles. “I’m excited to be here and 
help others find their place in our amazing community.”

I’m excited to be here 
and help others find 

their place in our 
amazing community.
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Unlock Exclusive Benefits
for REALTORS® with  

• Expert Fleet Allocation for Real Estate
• Seamless Client Transitions & 

Personalized Service
• Active Involvement in Real Estate 
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• Trusted by Top Agents for 65+ Years

Partner with Morse Moving & Storage

Today to Elevate Your
Client Experience

10049 Harrison Rd. Ste. 500 | Romulus, MI 48174



We understand the mortgage process can 
sometimes feel like a tricky sand trap. That’s why we’re 
here to help you and your clients stay on the fairway 
and make the home buying process a hole-in-one.

Steve Stork
Sr. Mortgage Consultant
NMLS #137370
(248) 755-3701 
steve.stork@myccmortgage.com 

Greg Goddard
Sr. Mortgage Consultant
NMLS #1478824
(734) 915-2332 
greg.goddard@myccmortgage.com

43252 Woodward Avenue, Suite 202 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302PURCHASE  |   REFINANCE

Looking for a lender that’s better 
than just par for the course?

Are you tired of working with 
lenders who can't seem to get

out of the rough?


