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JOIN US

When: Thursday, October 17th
Time: 4-7PM
Location: Will be shared in the evite 
invitation that you receive.

We’re serving Oktoberfest food and drinks, as well as 
non-alcoholic mocktails! Something for everyone! 

We’ll also have pumpkin and succulent 
decorations to make & take. 

We’ll have our Mission-Admission 
Drawing, Raffle prizes, and more... 

What a great way to invest in your business by 
networking with the best in the industry! 

A very special thank you to our co-hosts 

for sponsoring this exclusive event: 

C2 Financial, Liz Grijalva

CrossCountry Mortgage, Jeff McMullen

Network with your colleagues and welcome 
October at the Real Producers Oktoberfest!

Mark your calendar and make plans to attend!

FOR THE REAL 
PRODUCERS 
OKTOBERFEST!

Local
expertise
you can
trust. 

Exceptional Media. 
Extraordinary Service.

“He has a great eye for detail. I try my best to make my listing look its best, 
and he still manages to catch something I've missed. EVERYTIME!!” – Renee F.

www.primeremedia.net  |  (831) 207-3177

Photos  |  Aerial Media  |  Twilight Photos  |  Videos

liz@homeloanbee.com
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Loan O�cer

HIDDEN KEYS TO A SMALLER
MORTGAGE PAYMENT
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G E T  T H E  E X T R A  F L E X I B I L I T Y
Y O U  N E E D  -  C A L L  U S  T O D AY .

US Bank, Liz Levine
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RECIPIENT OF THE QUALITY 
BUSINESS AWARD 2024

An award-winning real estate professional, REALTOR®/BROKER ASSOC® 
Regina Shaw has been a game changer in the Salinas Valley area. She 
has earned the respect of her colleagues and fellow REALTORS® for being 
communicative, thorough, and catering to her clients. Regina is proud to be 
the recipient of the Quality Business Award 2024 for the “Best Real Estate 
Agent in Salinas.” She has achieved an average quality rating of 95% or 
greater over the 12 months in satisfaction, service, reputation, and quality.

“That epitomizes my real estate,” says Regina. 
“Reputation, satisfaction, and quality are par-
amount in the work I do.”

Her solid work ethic and commitment to 
exceed her clients’ expectations is part of who 
she is. Helping others is what she does best.

Florida Roots 

Originally from Florida, Regina enjoyed a 
great childhood. After graduating high school, 
Regina enlisted in the military, a decision that 
would profoundly shape her future.

“I didn’t go to college right away,” Regina 
reflects. “I went into the military at 17, right 
out of high school. It was there that I learned 
the value of discipline, which has benefited 
my career today.” She jokes, “A lot of people 
say that I am very strict and regimented, but I 
think it is just discipline.” She does everything 

with a systematic approach, which has really 
helped in real estate.

During her four years in the military, Regina 
served as a Morse code interceptor under the 
military intelligence branch, which eventually 
brought her to California. Although technol-
ogy has made Morse code interception nearly 
obsolete, the experience taught her precision 
and attention to detail, which has served her 
well in her career.

From Postal Service to Real Estate 

After completing her military service, Regina 
transitioned to a new role as a mail carrier 
for the U.S. Postal Service, where she worked 
for 19 years. It was during her final year with 
the postal service that she and her husband 
decided to invest in real estate, purchasing a 
few homes for rental purposes. In the process 
of hiring a property manager, Regina became 
intrigued by the intricacies of real estate.

Photos by Wayne Capili, Interface Visual
By Elizabeth McCabe

feature realtor

REPUTATION, 

SATISFACTION, 

AND QUALITY ARE 

PARAMOUNT IN 

THE WORK I DO.
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“I realized there was so much I didn’t 
know about real estate, and I felt I 
needed to be more informed as a land-
lord,” Regina recalls. “I took classes 
in real estate, got my license in 2004, 
and spent my last year at the post 
office juggling both jobs. In 2005, I 
decided to resign and fully commit to 
my real estate career.”

“One of the biggest challenges was 
getting established in real estate,” she 
explains. “I wasn’t from California, 
so I didn’t have a base or a network to 
rely on. It took time to build myself 
up. Later, I faced another challenge 
when I decided to move on from the 
company I had been with for ten 
years and rebrand myself.” She suc-
ceeded in her endeavors.

Regina is passionate about her 
profession. “It’s a privilege to serve 
the public and do what I do,” she 
reflects. “I appreciate all the cli-
ents who have helped me to get my 
career to be what it is today.”

Outside Interests 

When not selling homes, Regina sticks 
close to her church family. She is 
married to her husband Rickey, whom 
she met in the military. “We have been 
married for 40 years this year,” says 
Regina. They have two daughters, 
Montana Shaw and Alexis Zevallos, 
who is married to Daniel Zevallos.

To relax, Regina enjoys winding 
down with Korean and Chinese 
subtitled dramas. She also takes 

mini-vacations throughout the year, 
recently coming back from San Diego. 
Diehard San Francisco 49er football 
fans, Regina and Rickey like travel-
ing to see games. This year, they will 
visit Arizona and Miami.

Leading the Way 

Regina epitomizes what it means to 
be an exceptional REALTOR®. With 
her deep commitment to her clients, 
it’s no surprise that Regina has been 
recognized as the Quality Business 
Award 2024 recipient for the “Best 
Real Estate Agent in Salinas.” 
Congrats, Regina!

Nominate a colleague to be a Featured Realtor. 
Contact Laurie.Martin@realproducermag.com 
to tell us who you’d like to see next.

IT’S A PRIVILEGE 

TO SERVE THE 

PUBLIC AND 

DO WHAT I DO.
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(661) 577-2578

Transform your space with our expert residential remodeling services. 
Contact us today to bring your vision to life!

Consult - Design - Draft - BuildConsult - Design - Draft - Build

• Kitchen & Bath Specialist • Cabinets • Roofing • Painting • Masonry & Hardscape •
• Tile & Granite Fabrication • Construction Upgrade & Renovation • Carpentry •

WINDOWS  |  SHOWER DOORS 

SLIDING GLASS DOORS  |  FRENCH DOORS

SHUTTERS  |  HONEYCOMBS

FAUX WOODS  |  VERTICALS  

license#1115950

glassworksbydesigninc.com
glassworksbydesigninc@yahoo.com

131 E ALISAL ST. SALINAS CA

Office: (831) 737-9270 After Hours: (831) 320-4293
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“Seth and I are very proud of the services we 
offer to our clients and to Realtor’s clients. 
Replacing stone, marble, or tile surfaces can 
be extremely expensive and cost-prohibitive. 
Having the option to restore a countertop, 
vanity, fireplace, floor or vertical surface to its 
original beauty is not only easier for the people 
living in the house, it’s also a huge cost savings 
to replacing the stone,” Brian shares. 

One of the most sought-after services that 
Castles offers is MORE Surface Care AntiEtch 
surface treatment. The application looks and 
feels like natural stone and prevents acid or 
other contaminants from reaching the stone sur-
face, and thus prevents etching and staining that 
commonly occurs when acids or other things 
like oil, red wine, etc. come in contact with the 
surface of the stone and discolor or etch it. The 
treatment protects the stone for years. It’s a 
proprietary product that requires specific train-
ing from MORE Surface Care company. Castles 
is one of a handful of select and highly trained 
companies that are allowed to provide this ser-
vice to their clients in all of Northern California. 
“What’s so exciting about the AntiEtch prod-
uct is that it’s safe for children and pets to be 
around, the process is dust-free, and it enables 
us to provide a stunning finished product for our 
clients!” Seth explains.

CASTLES
HOME SERVICE

MEET BRIAN AND SETH FRANTA OWNERS OF CASTLES HOME 
SERVICE. THIS FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS HAS PROVIDED TOP 
NOTCH NATURAL STONE AND TILE PROTECTION SINCE 1982.

SETH AND 

I ARE VERY 

PROUD OF 

THE SERVICES 

WE OFFER TO 

OUR CLIENTS 

AND TO 

REALTOR’S 

CLIENTS.
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RELAX
leave the moving to us

Mark and Mary Scarr,
your friendly neighborhood movers

SCARR
831-424-2784

scarrmoving.com

MOVING & STORAGE

 Family owned and operated company since 1981.

INCA
Landscape Management 

We are a full service landscaping company. Our services include landscape 
design and installation, garden maintenance, irrigation installation and 

repairs, installing paver driveways, walkways, and patios, fence installation 
and repairs, deck installation and repairs, tree pruning, garden clean ups, 

and drainage system installation.

INCAlandscape.com | 831-649-1099 | License: #875311

As a Diamond Certified company, Castles 
Home Service provides the highest level 
of service and products possible. They 
are the only Diamond Certified company 
in the Bay Area and here on the central 
Coast. Castles Home Service also offers 
professional restoration and cleaning 
of all types of natural stone, including 
marble, granite, limestone, slate, onyx, as 
well as tile and grout.

“Seth and I work with residential cli-
ents, home remodels, and commercial 
businesses to provide stone cleaning 

and sealing. We stay current with the 
latest cleaning and restoration tech-
nology and use only the highest quality 
products to ensure the delivery of the 
finest results,” Brian states.

“We service Monterey, Santa Cruz, 
Santa Clara, Marin and San Mateo 
counties,” Seth proudly shares. 

In their downtime, the owner, Seth, 
enjoys deep-sea fishing and recently 
returned from a trip to Mexico. “I’m 
a surfer and love being at the beach,” 

Seth explains. “My wife, Rebecca, and I 
love our dogs and can be found walking 
with them at the beach near our home 
in Santa Cruz.” Brian is married and 
lives in Salinas with his wife Sonya. 
“We’re cat people,” Brian chuckles. 
“We, too, enjoy the beach, the moun-
tains, and time with our family. I enjoy 
music and play the guitar and drums.”

(831) 444-0991  ·  info@castleshomeservice.com
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Changing Lives, One Home at a Time!

one to watchMaria

Former 
Pharmacy 
Tech Now 

Helps Others 
in Real Estate

Photos by Nick Olguin, 
Prime Real Estate Media
By Elizabeth McCabe

Barrera
“I love being a REALTOR®. I don’t see myself doing 
anything else in the world but being in real estate,” 
says Maria Barrera with RE/MAX in Salinas.

Raised in Salinas, Maria grew up in 
East Salinas before moving to North 
Salinas during her high school years. A 
graduate of North Salinas High School, 
Maria enjoyed what she describes as 
a normal childhood, growing up with 
five siblings—three brothers and two 
sisters—in a close-knit family.

From a young age, Maria had a clear 
vision for her future. “I wanted to 
be in charge of a business, to be in 
business for myself. I wanted some 
control over my future,” she com-
ments. This entrepreneurial spirit 
led her to a 16-year career manag-
ing the front end of Sherwood Care 
Pharmacy, a locally-owned business 
with two locations. There, she thrived 
on interacting with the public and 
enjoyed being the buyer for the store’s 
gifts, knickknacks, and greeting cards.

However, life had other plans for 
Maria. Encouraged by her father-
in-law, Ted Barrera, a seasoned 
REALTOR® in Salinas, she decided to 
explore the world of real estate. At the 
time, Maria had three young children, 
including twin boys and a newborn 
daughter. Seeking more flexibility 
and the opportunity to earn extra 

income, she studied diligently 
and passed her real estate 
exam, eventually leaving her 
pharmacy job to pursue real 
estate full-time in 2006.

Overcoming Obstacles 
The beginning of her 
real estate career was 
anything but easy. 
However, with her 
tenacity, she was able 
to persevere. “Looking 
back, I wouldn’t change 
anything,” she says. 
Maria’s career was further 
tested during the 2008 housing 
market crash. For a year, she 
focused on studying, reading, and 
learning from others in the industry. 
Despite the challenges, she remained 
determined to succeed. When 
financial constraints prevented her 
from entering the REO market, 
she shifted her focus to property 
management, working with a sea-
soned agent, Claire Wright, who 
taught her the ins and outs of the 
business. Property management 
became a cornerstone of Maria’s 
career for 16-17 years, providing 
stability during turbulent times. 
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R E A LT O R  R E F E R R A L  F E E S  &  R E C I P R O C AT I N G  R E F E R R A L S

Property Management Services

AMY SALMINA,BROKER/OWNER
376 Main Street, Salinas, CA 93901
P. (831) 757-1270  |   C. (831) 970-9540  |   F. (831) 597-5500
www.coastandvalleypm.com  |  BRE #01494129

Being a professional Realtor, I have had many occasions 
to work with various property managers. In my 
experience Coast and Valley Properties is by far the 
most professional management company out there.
- Cam Watkins

Rockin’ our real estate workd, these Realtors are the One To Watch! 
Nominate a colleague, contact Laurie.Martin@realproducersmag.com or phone 272-4620. 

A New Chapter 
In 2019, Maria joined RE/MAX Property Experts, where she 
found the freedom to spread her wings and expand her prop-
erty management business while continuing to help clients 
achieve their real estate goals. Her dedication to her clients 
and her work is evident in every aspect of her career. 

“I’m here for my clients, and I truly care about my 
work and making their dreams come true,” Maria says. 
“Whether buying or selling, they can trust in me to do the 
best I can for them.”  

Fueled by Family 
Family is at the heart of everything Maria does. Married for 
27 years to her husband Ted, who has worked for Coca-
Cola for 30 years, Maria is a devoted mother to their three 
children: 24-year-old twin sons, Alex and Jacob, both college 
graduates, and 18-year-old daughter Emily, who is preparing 
to embark on her own college journey. Maria’s mother, who 
quit her job to open a daycare for her grandchildren, has 

been a significant influence on her life, instilling in her the 
value of hard work. 

“I get my strength from my mom. She was a tough woman. 
If you want something, you have to work for it,” Maria 
says. “My family is the biggest part of my life. I do what I 
do for them. Personally, she looks forward to seeing her 
children through college and hopes to travel more.  

Outside of work, Maria enjoys spending time with 
family, whether it’s a quick lunch or a gathering. She 
also likes hanging out with friends and simply savoring 
everything life has to offer.

Maria Barrera is a person who can be counted on, both in her 
professional and personal life. “What you see is what you get,” 
she says, emphasizing the seamless blend of her work and 
personal life. With her unwavering dedication, deep-rooted 
values, and passion for real estate, Maria is undoubtedly one 
to watch in the Salinas community and beyond.

I’m here for 
my clients, 
and I truly 
care about 
my work 

and making 
their dreams 

come true.



Monterey County Real Producers • 2524 • October 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

Former Firefighter Turns Up the Heat in Real Estate

MIKE VALDEZ

SERVING REALTORS, BUILDERS, 
DESIGNERS, PROPERTY 

MANAGERS, AND THEIR CLIENTS

GREAT PRICING AND 
SERVICE FOR YOUR

WHOLESALE 
FLOORING NEEDS

490 N Main St | Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 424-6484

Photos by Nick Olguin, Prime 
Real Estate Media
By Elizabeth McCabe

rising star

“When I grew up, there were two main things I wanted to do,” says Mike Valdez. “First, I 
wanted to work in public safety in firefighting or law enforcement.” Inspired by his older 

brothers, he wanted to follow their example. Going to the firehouse as a kid left him 
with good memories. “My brothers genuinely enjoyed their job,” he points out.

The second job he had his mind set 
on was being an entrepreneur. “I was 
always very interested in people who 
run their own business,” he comments. 

Little did he know that he would end 
up becoming a firefighter, then later 
an entrepreneur. Mike attended the 
Fire Academy in 2009 and worked as 
a firefighter for the Monterey County 
Regional Fire District until 2012.

“I do miss it,” he admits. “There were 
a lot of things that were really reward-
ing.” He left to work as the district 
manager for Kelly Moore Paint for 13 
years before becoming an entrepre-
neur. “The whole company filed for 
bankruptcy early this year, and I had 
to either find a 9-5 job or go full-time 
in real estate,” he says. Mike, who got 
his real estate license in 2018, went 

full-time into real estate and hasn’t 
looked back since.

“It’s been really awesome,” he smiles. 
“It’s a big change from my last job 
with a lot of freedom.” He has learned 
to manage that freedom and deliver 
results to his clients. His only regret is 
not switching to full-time real estate 
sooner. A hard worker, Mike enjoys 
real estate with Century 21.
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Rising Stars are Realtors who have been in the industry for five years or less and are quickly making a 
name for themselves. Nominate a Rising Star by contacting Laurie.Martin@realproducersmag.com.

“I love every bit of it,” he says. He 
is constantly learning new things, 
which helps him move deals to 
the closing table. He also has high 
goals for the future.

“I want to do more luxury real 
estate,” he comments. “I would 
also like to help more with 
single-family homes.” Mike is 
fascinated by the architecture and 
buildings of homes. “That really 
grabs my interest,” he says.

Fueled by Family 

A family man, Mike is motivated 
by his family to be the best he 
can be. “I think about my family 
when I go to work,” he comments. 
“They are my biggest motivator 
to serve clients as best as I can.”

Mike has been married to 
Darlene, the love of his life, since 
2014. “She works in educa-
tion with children with special 
needs,” he says with pride. 
“I met Darlene when I was a 
firefighter when a co-worker’s 
wife was friends with her.” They 
had their first date at a restau-
rant and have been together 
ever since. This happy couple is 
blessed with two children, Sofia 
(going on 2) and Felipe (9).

To relax, Mike loves to cook, 
which he learned as a child. “I 
learned to enjoy food and was 
inspired to cook for myself after 
watching my eight siblings cook 
as I grew up,” he says. A self- 
described foodie, he likes grow-
ing vegetables in his backyard in 
Salinas, although he is originally 
from Carmel Valley. He also 
likes sampling all sorts of food. 
“All different types of food,” 
he smiles. “American, Indian, 
Italian – we love it all!”

You can also find Mike hiking 
and having fun in the sun on the 
beach. He and his daughter also 

I THINK ABOUT MY FAMILY 

WHEN I GO TO WORK. 
THEY ARE MY BIGGEST MOTIVATOR TO 

SERVE CLIENTS AS BEST AS I CAN.

like cars, spending quality time together 
attending car shows. Mike also likes 
attending car and coffee gatherings. 
With his passion for cars, he loves the 
Concorso Italiano, although he jokes he 
just drives a Honda pickup truck.

“I have liked cars since I was 6,” he 
comments. “One of my brothers gave me 
a toy car, and I thought it was cool.” Now, 

he loves going to Monterey Car Week and 
seeing cars, all of sorts.

Final Thoughts 

From firefighting to putting out fires for 
his clients, Mike found his passion and 
purpose in real estate. He can’t imagine 
doing anything else, finding a career that 
suits his personality, his skillset, and his 
desire to help others.
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Gratitude
Grit

Grace

wini.com/monterey (831) 637-2194

At WIN Home Inspection Monterey,
we understand the importance of
family. Our father-son team, Robert
and Brannon, bring decades of
knowledge and expertise to ensure
your home is safe and sound, just
like we would for our own family.

Better View Windows Cleaners
for a better view of life...

Residential Cleaning | Commercial Cleaning
Rain Gutter & Roof Cleaning | Pressure Washing

Contact us at 831-655-3529
www.betterviewwindowcleaners.com

$20 OFF
FOR FIRST TIME 
CUSTOMERS, ON 

ORDERS OVER $100**
Jobs start at a minimum

of $75

Join us for some holiday cheer as we network and socialize while supporting 
the Seneca Family of Agencies, Kinship Center, with the donation of 

gifts that will be distributed to local families this holiday season. 

Date: Thursday, November 14 
Time: 11AM - 1PM

Look for your email invitation to RSVP to attend 

Please bring a new unwrapped gift for kids ages 12-17 yrs. Suggested 
donations include sports equipment, books, arts & craft kits, $25 
gift cards, and flannel pajama bottoms adult sizes small - large. 

Help us bring a smile to a youth’s face this holiday season!

You’re Invited 
to the Real Producers 

TREATS & TOYS 
M I X E R
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Look for our Question of the Month in the Real Producers Facebook Group page. Answer and join in the fun!

question of the month

School’s Back in Session

What Do You Wish  

You’d Learned in Class?

Rachelle Davi- Razzeca, Keller Williams

“Tax preparation, investing and saving. 
Also, how to shoot, although we did 
have archery when I was in school. Also, 
cooking - you know, teach life skills. 
I also tell my boys to watch and have 
good credit and that they’d be wise to 
marry someone with good credit, too.”

Holley Ross, Real Estate Sign Service

“I think schools should prepare our 
kids to live in the real world. I wish 
high school taught kids how to really 
prepare for life after school - buying 
cars, budgeting money, etc.”

Amber Russell, Over The Moon

“That we are enough just as we are!”

Julia Hanson-Brown, Keller Williams

“How to build and keep good 
credit. I try to tell all young people 
to be aware of this now.”

Andria Cutler, Keller Williams

“I think schools should teach more life 
skills, such as how to live in the real world. 
I also agree with Rachelle and Holley.”

Laurie Martin, Real Producers

“Inclusion and community. Teaching 
children early on to accept and embrace 
people who are different than them makes 
our society richer and more beautiful.” 

School is back in session, whether kids are off to college or just starting off as elementary school students. In school, we all 

learned to read, write, and do arithmetic. But what else should you have been taught? Take a look at what your colleagues had 

to say about this intriguing and insightful question. You just might find yourself raising your hand with a “me too!” response!



FREE
QUOTE
NO OBLIGATION

STONE
POLISHING & 

SEALING
For natural stone such
as Granite, Terrazzo, 
Travertine or Marble. 

TILE & GROUT
CLEANING

We are professionally 
trained and certified in tile 

and grout restoration.

ANTI-ETCH
PROTECTION FOR 

MARBLE
If you are tired of etching 

on your marble, finally 
there is a durable,

permanent solution!

CALL TO BOOK YOUR FREE QUOTE 1.831.444.0991         CASTLESHOMESERVICE.COM

“Thank you (CHS) for making 
our marble look BRAND 
NEW. These gentlemen

met all of my requirements
as well as well-priced.”

Yelp Review


