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Owned and operated by real estate lawyers that have a combined 

100 years of experience, Sentinel Title & Trust o�ers property 

owners, prospective buyers, and real estate professionals the 

services of a traditional title company with the added benefit of 

having knowledgable real estate lawyers on their side.

Real Estate Transactions
Made Simple

904.207.7757  |  sentineltitletrust.com
info@sentineltitletrust.com

Ponte Vedra Beach

Residential & Commercial Closings   •   Title Insurance   •   Escrow

DISASTER
RESTORATION
SERVICES

FIREFIRE

WATERWATER

MOLDMOLD

STORMSTORM

REPAIRSREPAIRS

6370 US-1 #5
St. Augustine, FL 32095

ERX247.com
904-877-4ERX(4379)
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

904-716-7285 | www.MilestoneTitleSvcs.com

PROVIDING CLOSINGS THROUGHOUT
THE STATE OF FLORIDA

PARTNERS In Success

12724 GRAN BAY PARKWAY W SUITE 410
JACKSONVILLE FL 32258

OUR JACKSONVILLE TEAM

Leighann Triplett Paul Wagner

At Milestone Title Services, we aim to deliver unparalleled service 
and customer satisfaction by providing our agents and clientele 

with valuable, innovative solutions and adhering to a 
customer-centric approach.

Contact us today and ensure YOUR real estate milestone is 
finalized with precision and professionalism!

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Fix-it Flamingo

(904) 474-1768
fixitflamingo.com

HOME BUILDER

Century Communities

(904) 618-3220
centurycommunities.com

HOME BUYER

Mac Home Development Inc

(904) 887-4015
machomedevelopment.com

HOME RENOVATION

Curbio

(844) 944-2629
Curbio.com

HOME WARRANTY

First American 

Home Warranty

Sierrah Stolte

(904) 718-3685
firstamrealestate.com

INSPECTIONS

LunsPro Inspections

(904) 249-6523
LunsProFlorida.com

River City Home Inspections

(904) 654-4732
rivercityhomeinspect.com

INSURANCE

Kilpatrick Agency Inc: 

Goosehead Insurance

(904) 420-7711
goosehead.com/agents/
carol-kilpatrick/

MORTGAGE / LENDER

Atlantic Trust Mortgage

(904) 338-9356
AtlanticTrustMortgage.com

First Coast Mortgage

(703) 627-1775
FirstCoastMortgage 
Funding.com

Future Home Loans

(904) 887-7926
future.loans

Heroes First Home Loans

(904) 539-3790
heroesfirst.com

Mortgages By Linda

(904) 591-3662
mortgagesbylinda.com/

North Florida 

Mortgage Brokers

Timothy Newman

(904) 755-0307
northfloridamortgage 
brokers.com

Regions Bank - MacDonald 

Mortgage Team

Ian MacDonald

(904) 998-4961
regions.com/mlo/
ianmacdonald

OUTDOOR LIGHTING

JoyLights

(904) 474-1768
WeBringTheJoy.com

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Kingfish Pest Control

(904) 595-5300
KingfishPest.com

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Collage Day School

(904) 900-1439
CollageDaySchool.org

REAL ESTATE 

PHOTOGRAPHY

The Real Estateographers

(904) 770-5262
therealestateographers.com

RENOVATIONS

Renovation Sells

(904) 655-2411
renovationsells.com/jax

SPORTS TEAMS

Jacksonville Jaguars

(904) 633-3348
Jaguars.com

TITLE COMPANY

Atlantic Coast 

Title & Escrow

(904) 853-5591
atlanticcoasttitle 
andescrow.com

Cherry Tile LLC

Angelique “Chrissy” Kirsch

(904) 300-3414
cherrytitle.us

Landmark Title

(904) 367-2525
LandmarkTitle.com

Milestone Title Services

(904) 716-7285
milestonetitlesvcs.com

Omega National 

Title Agency, LLC

(904) 456-0858
Omeganationaltitle.com

Woods, Weidenmiller, 

Michetti & Rudnick, LLP

Josh Rudnick

(239) 325-4070

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Whitacre Wealth 

Management

(410) 961-6548
WhitacreWealth 
Management.com

Limited Sweet Treat Special
10% O�

One-Time Service

904.595.5300 | KingfishPest.com

PROUD PARTNER OF THE
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

Exterminate the 
Spooky Critters

Before They Scare Buyers Away!
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WIN MORE multiple-o�er
situations by partnering with

North Florida Mortgage Brokers

Tim Newman
President/ MLO • 904-755-0307

tim@nflmortgagebrokers.com
www.northfloridamortgagebrokers.com

NMLS: 1115753 • Company NMLS: 2091907
      @n�mortgagebrokers         @n�mortgagebrokers 

ARE YOU WRITING 
CONTRACTS FOR

21 DAY CLOSINGS?

Now O�ering New Construction Financing

REALTOR
PARTNERS:

HOME 
INSPECTION 
SERVICES 
MADE EASY
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The Omega
National
Concierge
Level of
Service
Attorneys on staff to help
you with your legal needs

8761 Perimeter Park Blvd., Ste 200
Jacksonville, FL 32216

(904) 456-0858
Amy Williams | Licensed Title Agent | AWilliams@OmegaNationalTitle.com
Justin Fransen | Business Development Manager | JFransen@OmegaNationalTitle.com   

We’ve Got Advice & Answers

WeBringTheJoy.com  |  JoyLights@WeBringTheJoy.com  |  904.474.1768

DISCOVER THE JOY OF PERFECT
LIGHTING WITH JOYLIGHTS: 

Shine Brighter!

Here’s a Frightful Fact…
Nearly half of our members experienced a 
ghastly home system breakdown in their fi rst 
year with us. Thankfully, our bewitchingly 
boo-tiful home warranty coverage came to 
their rescue.

Contact me for details. 

Your Local Resource 

Sierrah Stolte 
 904.718.3685

sstolte@fi rstam.com

©2024 First American Home Warranty Corporation. All rights reserved.         AD_OCT_SSTOLTE_MRP_10_24

fi rstamrealestate.com  |  Phone Orders: 800.444.9030

“Protecting Client Relationships, Budget and Time”

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, 
please email us at kristin.lunsford@n2co.com.

M E E T  T H E  JAC K S O N V I L L E  R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

Jess Wellar
Writer

Scott Golmic
Photographer

Renee Parenteau
Photographer

Michele Jerrell
Operations Manager

Kristin and  
Brian Lunsford
Owners/Publishers

Zachary Cohen
Writer

DISCLAIMER:Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers 
but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Jacksonville Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by 
The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, 
please email us at kristin.lunsford@n2co.com.
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WE’RE ATTORNEYS DEDICATED TO YOUR SUCCESS

1525-B The Greens Way Jacksonville Beach  |  (904) 853-5591

actitle.com   | 

COMPREHENSIVE CONSULTATIONS
&  SOLUTIONS TO SET YOU 

UP FOR SUCCESS
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• RETIREMENT PLANNING
• INSURANCE PLANNING
• BUSINESS PLANNING
• LEGACY PLANNING 

A Life Well-Lived 
Growing up as a PK (preacher’s kid), 

I’ve attended more funerals than 
most people my age. Even as 

a child, I often found myself 
wondering: What will people 
say about me at my funeral?

As I’ve gotten older and attended 
even more funerals and celebra-

tions of life, those thoughts about 
how I’ll be remembered have stayed 

with me. I try to live in a way that inspires 
kind words when people reflect on my life. But I hope it’s 
more than just “nice things” that they remember about 
me. I want to know that I’ve made a genuine impact on 
those around me and left the world a little better than I 
found it. I realize, though, that this isn’t something I can 
merely hope for—I have to live intentionally, striving 
every day to make a positive difference.

Recently, I attended the celebration of life for Sarah 
Rocco. It was a bittersweet experience. While the 
sadness was undeniable, the service was also deeply 
moving and inspirational. The sheer number of people 
who gathered—many from across the country—was a 
testament to how many lives Sarah had touched.

What stood out most was the diversity of voices who 
spoke. Each person represented a different part of 
her life: work, home, community, and even connec-
tions from around the country and world. Sarah lived 

authentically in every aspect of her life, and 
her ability to touch people in so many ways 
was remarkable. She didn’t just know a lot of 
people—she had a rare gift for making everyone 
feel special. I even remember a lady from a store 
Sarah frequented who told me after Sarah’s 
passing, how wonderful she was every time she 
came in and just made everyone smile.

Whenever I spoke with Sarah, whether in 
person or through messages, her children were 
always a central topic of conversation. They 
were, without question, her greatest pride 
and joy. She would say that “mom” was the 
best title she could ever have, and they were 
her “why” behind everything she did. At her 
service, her children spoke, and their words 
were powerful. It was clear she had done an 
incredible job raising them, instilling in them 
the values and strength she carried herself. No 
doubt she has left quite a legacy behind.

Sarah’s life reminds us all of a vital truth: we 
don’t know how long we have on this earth. But 
we can make the most of every day by being 
a positive force in the lives of others. Let us 
strive to leave a lasting impact on 
everyone we meet, ensuring that, 
in some small way, we’ve made 
the world a better place–just like 
Sarah did. 

By Kristin Lunsfordpublisher’s note 
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Born in Montana and raised in 
Lake City, Florida, Jay Rocco is the 
youngest of five siblings. One of those 
siblings is Sarah Rocco, who followed 
Jay into the real estate business and 
became one of Jacksonville’s most 
beloved real estate agents, but tragi-
cally passed away in a car accident in 
December 2023. We had the honor 
of sitting down with Jay to hear his 
story on how he got into the title 
business, his relationship with his 
sister, and what it means to have lost 
someone so close to him.

Above all, Jay remembers Sarah as a 
loving human being.

“If Sarah were here, she would be say-
ing how much she loves each one of us, 
how much she loves her children,” Jay 
offers. “Everything with her revolved 
around love. She was a go-getter, and 
her #1 focus was loving on people. 
Anyone who came in contact with her 
would say, ‘Man, that was one of the 
nicest people I’ve met.’”

THE EARLY YEARS 

Jay has fond memories of growing up 
alongside his siblings, who were all 
close in age. They spent a ton of time 
outside playing games and exploring 
nature. Their mom passed away at 
just 37, and Jay was raised by his 
father and stepmom.

Jay’s stepmom owned an ice cream 
shop, and although his family wasn’t 
wealthy, he was exposed to an entre-
preneurial venture at a young age. 
By 16, he was managing the store, 
interacting with clients, and taking on 
more responsibility.

“My parents didn’t save any money 
for us to go to college. That just 
wasn’t an option for us. All we knew 
from a young age was to work hard. 
We bought our own vehicles and took 
on a lot of self-responsibility at a 
young age,” Jay explains.

It’s All for Love

“I want people to remember me for being 

fearless — someone who influenced them 

to think differently and taught them to bet 

on themselves, believe in themselves, seek 

greatness, and take chances.”

-  SARAH ROCCO 

Jay enjoyed working 
real estate transactions 

with his sister, Sarah.
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By Zachary Cohen
Photos By The Real Estateographers

partner spotlight
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Jay remembers Sarah as someone 
who was always up for a good time 
but equally responsible. She was 
joyful and diligent, taking pride in 
getting good grades and having a rich 
social life.

As Jay recalls, “She excelled in every-
thing she did. In everything she would 
do, she’d always give it her all. She 
wanted to be the best she could be.”

ENTERING REAL ESTATE 

At 18, Jay decided to follow in his 
older brother’s footsteps and get his 
mortgage broker’s license. After a 
year, he moved into the title business. 
Jay has now been thriving in the title 
industry for nearly 20 years.

“What keeps me in it is having a 
passion to help people and see their 
dreams being fulfilled. That’s the most 
rewarding thing I do,” he shares.

Jay also had the gift of watching 
Sarah become a REALTOR® after 
over a decade as a stay-at-home mom. 
After a divorce, Sarah got her real 
estate license and quickly ascended to 
become one of North Florida’s best.

“Before you know it, she ends up 
building up the number one brand 
in Jacksonville in a few short years. 
It was neat to see her go from one 
transaction to hundreds in a short 
amount of time. That shows the kind 
of person she is. She’s a hustler. She 
sets her mind to something, and she 
wins,” Jay shares.

IT’S ALL FOR LOVE 

Outside work, you’ll find Jay spending 
time with his wife and two sons. His 
faith remains at the center of every-
thing he does — in success and tragedy.

“Throughout everything we’ve expe-
rienced as children, the hardship, 

losing people, through it all, at the 
end of the day, we are rooted and 
grounded in the faith of Jesus Christ. 
He has always been our center, and at 
the end of the day, that is what carries 
us through, our love relationship with 
our heavenly Father,” Jay expresses.

Jay reminds us that Sarah, too, put 
her family and her love for others at 
the forefront. Jay wants Sarah to be 
remembered for her generous love and 
the encouragement she offered others.

“She loved helping people, seeing 
people excel, and coaching them to the 
same level she had reached. She felt 
what she had achieved was something 
anybody could achieve, so that was her 
focus. She loved passionately. She was 
the best mother. She put her family 
first. They were everything to her,” 
Jay says. “Losing her — it doesn’t feel 
real. I still feel like, at any moment, I 
could see her walking into the room 
for a closing. I feel at any moment, she 
could be walking through those doors.”

For more information on Jay Rocco 

and Landmark Title, please visit 

landmarktitle.com. 

What keeps me in it 

is having a passion to 

help people and see 

their dreams being 

fulfilled. That’s the most 

rewarding thing I do.

If Sarah were here, she would 

be saying how much she 

loves each one of us, how 

much she loves her children.

The Rocco 5... Jay and Sarah with their siblings.

Jay and his wife, Naomi, have two sons.
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Carol Kilpatrick | License #A140903
904.420.7711 Ext 2 | Carol.Kilpatrick@goosehead.com

Don't Wait for the Storm. Protect Your Clients Now!

 IS YOUR CLIENT 
PROTECTED?
I S  H E R EI S  H E R EI S  H E R E

Transforming Homes,
Impressing Clients

904.474.1768
FixItFlamingo.com

Painting | Tile Repair | Flooring Repair
Pressure Washing | Gutter Maintenance and more!

mortgagesbylinda.com

Linda Garcia
FL NMLS: #387192
JRDB, Inc NMLS: #1057426 

Linda Garcia was highly competent, 
professional, and overall a pleasure
to work with as we completed the 

purchase of our second home. She was able
to beat the interest rates of all the competition, 
and her closing costs came in WAY below 
what she initially estimated. By comparison 
o our first experience with a major bank, 
working with Linda was both much faster and 
a smoother process. We truly appreciated her 
service and will definitely be returning to her 
again for our future real estate transactions!! 

Over 127 
Google 

Reviews!

20+ Years of
Mortgage Experience!

We Never Charge
An Application Fee!

#TeamMBL 

(904) 591-3662

8833 Perimeter Park Blvd, Suite 403
Jacksonville, FL, 32216

20+

$0

Pre-Approval
Over The Phone in Minutes!

- V.S.
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• Residential, Commercial, and New Construction Inspections

• $100K in FREE Warranty Coverage

• InterNACHI Certified Home Inspectors

• Inspector eKey Lockbox Access

• Over 10,000 verified A+ customer and Realtor online reviews

• 4-Point & Wind Mitigation Inspections

• Sewer Scope Inspections

• Mold & Air Quality Testing

• Water Testing, Pool Inspections,
  Drones, and more!

WDO Inspections provided by our sister 
company, Kingfish Pest Control, a Proud 
Partner of the Jacksonville Jaguars

904.249.6523 • Jax@LunsPro.com • LunsProFlorida.com

We Bring the Joy  to Every Inspection!We Bring the Joy  to Every Inspection!

BUYERS TRUST US. REALTORS REFER US.BUYERS TRUST US. REALTORS REFER US.

I N S P E C T O R ,
Dylan Schultz

Proud Partner of the
Jacksonville Jaguars
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“I’ve always loved helping others; it’s 
who I am. But I couldn’t get past being 
inside four white walls all day long,” 
explains Taylor Diaz.

As a former medical assistant, 
Taylor’s love for helping oth-
ers guided her toward becoming 
a REALTOR®, a role where she 
continues to thrive as Executive 
Vice President and Senior Listing 
Specialist of The Rocco Group 
(TRG) at Keller Williams Realty 
Atlantic Partners Southside.

EARLY YEARS 

Originally from New York, Taylor’s 
early childhood was filled with 
horseback riding on her maternal 

grandparents’ 350-acre farm, hiking 
in the mountains, and a love for the 
great outdoors.

“I am a country girl at heart,” Taylor 
says with a smile.

Her family moved to the East Coast 
of Florida to be closer to her paternal 
grandparents when Taylor was 5. 
After high school, Taylor attended the 
University of North Florida; initially, 
she studied nursing but eventually 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
Abnormal Psychology.

“I was debating between working in 
mental health or going back to school 
to be a physician’s assistant or doc-
tor,” Taylor recalls.

However, the confines of a derma-
tologist office ultimately didn’t suit 
Taylor’s vibrant, outgoing personality.

“The relationships I created with 
patients were great but fleeting,” 
she adds.

After almost four years of feeling 
unfilled, Taylor decided to explore 
other avenues where she could 
make a lasting impact. Since she 
always loved architecture, interior 
design, and house hunting, she 
decided to obtain her real estate 
license, much to her real estate vet-
eran father’s delight.

“My dad was absolutely thrilled to 
have someone to talk business to,” 
Taylor laughs.

LIGHTING THE FIRE 

Taylor started 2020 as a solo agent, 
juggling her full-time job as a medi-
cal assistant for nine months while 
dabbling in real estate part-time. The 
turning point came in the midst of 
the global pandemic when a friend 
invited her to a Zoom presentation 
by Sarah Rocco, the founder of The 
Rocco Group.

“It was such a powerful presentation, 
and I knew I wanted to work with this 
amazing woman,” Taylor recalls.

Joining TRG in March 2021, she 
quickly found her stride, guided by 
her late mentor’s encouragement 
and influence.

“Sarah was a great inspiration to me,” 
Taylor shares. “There were over 700 

DIAZ
TAYLOR

C O M P A S S I O N 
M E E T S  M O T I V A T I O N 

U N L E A S H E D

|  By Jess Wellar  |  Photos By The Real Estateographersrising star

of The Rocco Group
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people at her celebration of life this 
past spring — she touched so many 
lives, including my own.”

Since joining TRG, Taylor has 
been crushing expectations with 
astounding success. In 2023 alone, 
she helped 38 families with a total 
volume of over $13.2 million. This 
year, she’s projected to reach around 
$30 million and was nominated by 
the Jacksonville community as the 
winner of the Bold City’s Best Award, 
while TRG took top honors in the 
team category.

A self-motivated personality, Taylor 
also attributes her achievements to 
the supportive environment at TRG 
and the connections she has culti-
vated along the way.

“A lot of my business comes from past 
customer referrals, my sphere, and our 
incredible referral partners, and that is 
only continuing to grow as I focus on 

my relationships instead of just being 
a salesperson,” she affirms. “I am also 
grateful for the invaluable training and 
opportunities I have received since 
joining Sarah’s team — she has played 
a big part in my success.”

SIMILAR VALUES 

For Taylor, real estate is about build-
ing genuine relationships while main-
taining her compassion and integrity 
with customers at all times. She notes 
The Rocco Group’s cohesive culture, 
centered on integrity, humility, pur-
pose, passion, results, and personal 
development aligns perfectly with her 
own, closely-held beliefs.

“Our values at TRG are what set us 
apart. It’s not about the numbers; it’s 
about the relationship that we create 
with our customers and the transpar-
ency that we have from start to fin-
ish,” she emphasizes. “Our strength 
lies in a strong culture, fostering 

collaboration among our four agents 
and four operations employees.”

Taylor’s advice to new agents is 
straightforward and heartfelt: “It’s 
a marathon, not a sprint. As Sarah 
used to say, ‘You can do anything, but 
you can’t do everything.’ The burnout 
is real, so new agents must identify 
their ‘WHY.’ Then work hard, be hun-
gry, pick up that phone, and be OK 
with hearing ‘No!’ 100 times before 
you get a single ‘Yes’.”

BEYOND THE OFFICE 

Outside of her busy work calendar, 
Taylor enjoys a rich life with her new 
husband, Daniel, whom she has been 
with for nine years.

“I also have one younger brother, 
Connor, and my parents, Kevin 
and Lisa, who are soon to be 
celebrating their 30th wedding 
anniversary,” she shares.

The family-oriented REALTOR® is also 
an avid animal lover, with two Siamese-
mix cats, Atlas and Levi, and a two-
year-old Aussiedoodle named Beauford.

“Atlas is a whopping 23 pounds! 
Not necessarily fat, just a very big 
house cat as he is mixed with a Maine 
Coon,” Taylor says with a laugh.

Taylor has plenty of hobbies to 
indulge in when time allows, including 
drawing, painting, and anything that 
lets her creative juices flow. Of course 
she also enjoys being outdoors when 
the Florida sun isn’t too oppressive, 
and traveling. Giving back is another 
passion of hers as well; through TRG, 
Taylor is involved with HungerFight 
and the Jacksonville Speech and 
Hearing Center, and she also serves 
as a trustee with the Jacksonville 
Chamber of Commerce.

Looking ahead, Taylor certainly 
has no plans to slow down — she is 
fixated on development in all areas of 
her life.

“I want to travel to Europe for the 
first time, start a family, and purchase 
some investment properties to focus 
on long-term wealth,” she elaborates.

On the professional front, Taylor’s 
short-term goal is to help 50 fami-
lies this year, while her long-term 
vision includes mentoring and always 
remaining deeply committed to con-
tinuing Sarah’s legacy.

“I want to really hone in on all of our 
TRG agents to help them not only mas-
ter their craft but help them recognize 
their true capabilities. Not just with 
real estate, but in life!” she concludes.

“I also look forward to continuing to 
develop the team with my managing 
partner, Rinnell Cohen, and continue 
to build upon Sarah’s legacy, always 
keeping the relationship in front of 
the transaction.”

Taylor and her husband, Daniel, were married 
on April 22, 2023

A S  S A R A H  U S E D  T O  S A Y, 
‘YOU CAN DO 
ANYTHING, 
BUT YOU CAN’T 
DO EVERYTHING.’ 



Jacksonville Real Producers • 2322 • October 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

When we sat down with Sarah Rocco in 2021, 
she was at the height of her real estate career. 
After a difficult divorce in 2013, Sarah reinvented 
herself, becoming one of Jacksonville’s best 
real estate agents and team leaders. Even more 
impressively, she did so while keeping family life 
at the forefront.

Tragically, her bright spirit and never-ending 
quest to serve were lost in a car accident in 
December 2023. Sarah’s legacy lives on through 
her family and through her real estate business, 
which is now led by Rinnell Cohen, Taylor Diaz, 
and Melissa Joy.

Melissa, Sarah’s best friend for the past decade, 
has been left in charge of the business. Although 
she doesn’t have a background in real estate, 
Sarah appointed her as the owner of the com-
pany and the trustee for Sarah’s estate. It’s a 
great responsibility, but one Melissa is proud to 
take on.

“I sat in the hospital the day after her accident, 
and along with Sarah’s mentor, Peter Darbee, we 
knew we had to keep this going. It’s bigger than 
us. It’s her legacy. It’s her children’s financial 
future,” Melissa explains. “Sarah walked into real 
estate as a way to provide for her children. That’s 
why she chose this career. At the core, what she 
did was for her kids. That drove everything. They 
were always part of the journey with her. For me, 
as a best friend, having the responsibility of being 
her trustee, I knew we had to come together as a 
team to move this forward.”

T H E  R O C C O  G R O U P 

Since Sarah’s accident, many individuals have 
stepped up to continue her legacy. The Rocco 
Group is now led by Rinnell Cohen (Director of 

R E M E M B E R I N G  S A R A H  R O C C O

I N  R E M E M B R A N C E
SA R A H     R O C C O : 

With Rinnell Cohen, 

Taylor Diaz, & Melissa Joy

By Zachary Cohen

“ I  want  people and my fami ly  to  remember  me for  be ing fear less .  Someone 

who in f luenced them to  th ink  d i f ferent ly  and taught  them to  bet  on 

themselves ,  be l ieve in  themselves ,  seek greatness ,  and take chances .” 

-  SARAH ROCCO 
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Operations and President) and Taylor Diaz (Lead 
Listing Agent, Team Leader, and Vice President). 
Peter Darbee, Sarah’s former client and mentor, 
who is also the former CEO of PG&E and former 
CFO of Goldman Sachs, has stepped in to become 
the team’s senior advisor. Melissa also has 
her hands in the real estate business, ensuring 
everything stays connected to Sarah’s dreams 
and legacy.

Today, The Rocco Group is a team of four agents 
and four operations team members.

“We are sticking with Sarah’s values,” Rinnell 
shares. “We are dedicated to carrying her vision 
forward. Our company values are something 
we repeat as a mantra: Integrity and humility, 
results-driven, passion, personal development, 
and purpose. Putting those together, we under-
stand that people are holistic by design. You have 
to see not just the numbers but the whole person. 
We take the time to value the human beings we 
are working with, with the goal of getting them 
where they want to be. We are a supportive and 
familial team, and we care about driving results 
and being a leader in our community.”

“Sarah was very focused on growing individu-
als in any way possible,” Taylor adds. “Not just 
within sales or production but also in areas like 
personal life and faith. She always wanted to help 
people grow.”

G R I E V I N G  TO G E T H E R 

As The Rocco Group moves ahead, there is still 
tremendous grieving to be done. As Keanu Reeves 
said, “Grief changes shape, but it never ends.”

“It does get easier with time,” Rinnell shares. 
“Initially, it was devastatingly hard, but what 
helped us was that everyone was grieving 
together with a common goal. All of us want to 
carry on her legacy. It is powerful and motivating 
but also emotionally taxing. It’s been difficult but 
deeply rewarding.”

“We all have a collective goal in mind — to 
continue Sarah’s legacy,” Taylor explains. “She 
worked so hard to get the team to where it was. 
She cared deeply about the growth of those on 
her team. And so do we.”

W E  A L L 
H A V E  A 

C O L L E C T I V E 
G O A L  I N 

M I N D  —  T O 
C O N T I N U E 

S A R A H ' S 
L E G A C Y .

- T A Y L O R

The Rocco Group is working hard to carry on Sarah’s legacy!
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Sarah was not only an incredible business-
woman and mentor to so many, including me, 
she quickly became one of my closest friends. 
I am so grateful to of had a friendship with 
her that extended beyond business. Sarah was 
full of life; she was passionate, fearless, kind, 
and loyal. The love she had for her friends and 
family knew no bounds. I’m so glad I got to 
experience that. There are too many moments 
to count on this past year where I would’ve 
done anything to call her - I miss you so much 
my girl! Keep dancing with the angels! 
— Katie Jervis 

I’ve thought about Sarah so much, and tried 
to think of some of the amazing memories 
I have had knowing her in my short 3 year 
stint in real estate here in Jax. She was the 
ultimate sisterhood gal. Like you wanted her 
on your team, and she was, you didn’t even 
have to ask. Our life paths were very similar 
in some ways and we always talked about our 
kids being our drive, and thinking we were the 
“cool” moms. Lol. So from across the room 
at events, in the halls of Landmark, and side 
chats we always cheered each other on, as she 
did so many other gals. She was the ultimate 

C E L E B R AT I N G

in memoriam

hype girl, you just 
always felt like you 

could conquer moun-
tains in her presence, 

she was just so driven and 
I loved chatting about biz and 

all the things with her. Infectious 
and so dang smart. I’d always leave 

and be like okay I can do this. (Being a 
single mom ain’t always easy.)

This night in particular is a favorite memory 
I thought I’d share. She gave out my friend 
Amy’s books to her clients, and was a big fan 
of her book which was basically about all the 
things you need to do in Jacksonville. Anyways, 
Sarah really wanted to meet Amy, and I was 
like uh yea, she’s a friend of mine. Amy was so 
awesome drove up to Jax, joined us for girls 
night and drinks, and that was this night in 
the Instagram pic. We were there for hours. 
Talking about all the things, life, love, and real 
estate — of course. Thank you @amywest-
travel. One of my favorite memories of her. She 
was over the moon and gracious and it was so 
easy for me to set up.

I encourage everyone to continue to think 
about all those amazing memories with 
her, and what she stood for. Pay it forward 
— check on your peeps and squeeze them 
tight — love one another — and sched-
ule those girls nights!!! Prayers up for the 
entire Rocco Family especially those kiddos 
of hers, she loved you something fierce. 
— Brit O’Donoghue 

Sarah was the epitome of a Wonder Woman! 
I was always so impressed by her and best of 
all, she was always SO kind and encouraging. 
Our community misses her so much, but I 

The mind is so powerful. What we believe is 
what we manifest in our lives. So believe that 
you are valuable, worthy, strong, loved, joyful, 
brave, unique, and powerful beyond measure. 
Believe that you are a magnet for all good 
things to enter your life. 
~ SARAH 

There are always going to be reasons 
why you shouldn’t experience 
something outside of your comfort 
zone… but what is found on the 
other side of comfortability,  
is transformative! 

Life is short and life is 
meant to be lived 
fully, throughout 
your time here. 
~ SARAH 

We asked 
those in our 
community 
to share stories, 
memories, and photos 
in remembrance of 
Sarah Rocco. 

Sarah
Rocco

T H E  L I F E  O F
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know she is 
watching over 
us and continues 
to inspire others in 
the industry. 
— Allison Chance 

Sarah was an individual who 
just illuminated joy, happiness, 
and a care for others. When she 
spoke to you, she always made you 
feel important, special, and loved. She 
was ALL IN, in on life. She has left a pro-
found impact on me, wanting me to ensure I 
make the most of each day, loving others, and 
striving for excellence in all. 
— Bailey Jordan 

When I was just a “baby agent”, starting out 
with maybe only 15 deals under my belt I 
interviewed with Sarah and her team. Even 
though we didn’t end up working together she 
was one of the most encouraging people and 
always made me feel like I could be a success 
in real estate as well! Four years and over 100 
deals later her words of encouragement when 
I needed it most have made a huge impact on 
my story and have been a continued touchstone 
when I need it! Honored to know her and be 
blessed with her friendship. 
— Lance Barnett 

Sarah was ethical, patient and kind, a real 
pleasure to do business with. 
— Cyndy Tomassetti 

Sarah and I had a cross sale together shortly 
after she arrived in Jacksonville. She was a 
very good REALTOR® as well as a beautiful 
and sweet lady! A positive work memory and 
a loss to our industry as she was a true pro-
fessional. Her accident was tragic and made 

I felt an overwhelming feeling of 
gratiosity- which is the ability 

to find gratitude in your 
path, and experiences, 

even if maybe you 
wouldn’t have chosen 

them or would do it 
differently now.

~ SARAH 

me sad 
to hear 

the story.  
“God must have 

needed an angel”…. 
A sentiment shared 

with me from a friend 
a while ago and I truly 

believe it. 
— Anita Vining 

I had the opportunity of being a 
buying agent on a listing she was 

representing. I was in real estate for a 
few months at that time and she was really 

sweet and nice. I recall seeing all her signs at 
a ton of listings in the Orange Park and Clay 
area and thought, man she is amazing and I 
cannot wait to reach that level of business. 
-- Jan Rice 

I worked at KW for six years in PSL before mov-
ing here, and heard about her incredible path 
and resilience professionally, and personally. An 
inspiration to women and myself on many levels. 

May we strive to keep her presence alive 
through our work on the highest level of 
Integrity, Honor and Love. 
-- Caitlin Daugherty 

A few years ago, Sarah gave a 24-year-old kid 
with little to no sales experience a chance. 
Little did I know the incredible journey we 
were starting. The first six months were the 
hardest of my life, and she stayed by me, 
pushing me to my limits and encouraging me. 
When it came down to a time of desperation, 
she quite literally put food on my table and 
picked me up when I was broken. Not only did 
she give me a dream that I could never imag-
ine, but she was the reason I achieved it.

No regrets. If I could go back and 
talk to my younger self, I would 
tell her that she’s brave and 
her life will unfold just  
the way it’s supposed  
to, so take it all in, 
and enjoy  
the chapters. 
~ SARAH 
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For the 
rest of my 
life, when I 
look around at 
what I have, I will 
think of her and thank 
her for giving that silly 
kid a shot. Through these 
years, she became so much 
more than a boss. She was my 
fearless leader, mentor, and, most 
of all, my friend. And above every-
thing, she pushed me to lean into Christ 
before anything else. I will never forget 
what she had done for me and my family, and 
I promise to pay it forward.

She inspired me to touch the lives of everyone 
I come in contact with and to live every day to 
the fullest. I can’t wait to see her again one day 
and reminisce about the good old times that I 
will hold in my heart for the rest of my life. 

Rest easy, my dear friend; your legacy will 
forever live on through the lives you changed. 
-- Luke Christmas 

Sarah touched lives, she changed lives. I 
always admired her drive, her passion, her 
work ethic, her mom-work balance and I’m 
still not sure how she did it all... she accom-
plished her goals, every single one of them; 
health, personal and business. Let’s be honest, 
she is gone too soon, but the impact she made 
on those around her is everlasting. You are 
missed, Sarah Rocco. An incredible mom, a 
leader of our community, a role model to so 
many, and forever a Roccstar! 
-- Kelly Bello 

Sarah was good at EVERYTHING. She was 
an absolute powerhouse. Not only was she 

beautiful, 
but she was 

so kind and 
had a heart for 

Jesus. I never heard 
her say anything bad 

about a single person. 
Extremely intentional 

with her work and life which 
I greatly admired. She was an 

athlete and thrived on challenging 
herself. She would always say we 

have to charge the storm! An amazing 
public speaker, and so many things that I 

looked up to. Her greatest title though was 
being a mom and she loved her kids so much and 
was always raving about them. I always looked 
forward to seeing her and she was always telling 
me how proud she was of me and Jordan Feria. 
It makes no sense why she had to leave this 
earth so early, but I know she is in heaven with 
Jesus and in such a better place. I know I will 
see her again someday!

Our time on earth is but a vapor. Tell some-
one you love them today! Tomorrow isn’t 
promised. Do it today! 
-- Lindsey O’Steen 

Sarah Rocco’s untimely departure has left 
an indelible mark on us. Her life story, a 
remarkable ascent from humble beginnings, 
was not just inspiring but a testament to 
her resilience and strength. What set Sarah 
apart was her extraordinary ability to make 
everyone feel deeply seen and valued, trans-
forming even the simplest interactions into 
moments of genuine connection.

Our bond was built on spontaneous messages 
and lighthearted banter, reflecting her vibrant 
and caring personality. Sarah’s successes 

Working with people is the most 
challenging and rewarding part of 
being a leader. We can never shirk 

the responsibility. It comes with 
the job. If we push off our 

people responsibilities, we 
forfeit our leadership. 

People must always 
be our top priority. 

~ SARAH 

More than vision, strategy, 
creativity, marketing, 
finance, or even technology. 
It’s ultimately people that 
determine the success of 
our organization. Pour into 
them. Fuel their growth. 
Watch them soar! 
~ SARAH 
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brought joy 
not only to 
herself but to 
those around her, 
as she embodied the 
belief that we too could 
achieve great things.

Her legacy is one of hope and 
determination, a reminder that 
our origins do not define our destina-
tions. Sarah, your spirit of possibility 
and encouragement will forever resonate 
with us. You are deeply missed but eternally 
remembered for the light you brought into our 
lives. Rest in peace, dear friend, your journey 
continues to inspire. 
-- Roberto Paredes 

I had the chance to meet her just once, during 
a real estate discussion in Nocatee. It’s rare for 
someone to truly impress me upon entering a 
room, but Sarah Rocco was an exception. Her 
humility, sincerity, and ease struck me imme-
diately as she walked in wearing a cute white 
dress. I couldn’t help but wonder how she 
achieved such influence in real estate—until I 
realized it was her faith in Jesus that guided her.

Learning about her passing has deeply 
affected me, despite not having engaged in 
personal or any business transactions with 
her. She left a lasting impact on me with her 
radiance. It’s comforting to know she’s in a 
better place with Jesus. 
-- Liliya Dudenkov 

Sarah Rocco was a rare soul that lit this 
world on fire. Losing Sarah really hurt. I 
promise to check on Cason, Lilly, and Parker 
the way she checked on me when Shaun 
passed. We will meet again and until then, 

keep chal-
lenging the 

normal. We 
can make people 

better and we will 
continue to do so. 

Sarah filled incredibly 
big shoes in my life when I 

needed someone the most, I 
love you Sarah and you’ll always 

have a special place in my heart. I’m 
thankful for her friendship, I’m thank-

ful we got to do business together, and 
more importantly I’m just thankful for her. 

She wanted more for everyone in her life and 
that is what made her so special. 
-- Russell Nicholson 

To say you’ve impacted our community would 
be an understatement. I’ve received calls from 
all over the country from people who love you 
and have been inspired by you both personally 
and professionally. Your tenacity, determi-
nation, and legacy will live on through all the 
lives you have touched. Sarah, it was an honor 
to have you as part of our Keller Williams 
Southside family. Thanks for taking a chance 
on me all those years ago. I wouldn’t be who 
or where I am today without you. As anyone 
who has been a part of The Rocco Group 
knows, once a Rocco, always a Rocco. 
-- Amanda Trahan 

I didn’t know Sarah well, but she was always 
positive, happy, and kind. We taught a class 
together at Keller Williams and she was full of 
new exciting ideas and had boundless energy. 
Her death was such a tragedy. We all miss her. 
-- Lisa Barton 

I wish I would have slept 

in, instead of working 

out this morning. 

-Said no one. 
~ SARAH 

Some people ask, “How do you do it all?” 

Well, as of late, I get up at 4:00am - 
meditate, read my devotional and hit the 
gym. Then I live by my calendar, which 
is time blocked from most important, 
to least important and non 
negotiable time (family time). 

So my answer is: you 
don’t. You don’t do 
it all. You just 
prioritize 
what’s most 
important. 
~ SARAH 
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When I first told 
Sarah she had 
been nominated to be 
featured on the cover 
of Jax Real Producers, 
she was very gracious and 
excited and then the planning 
began! She would text me ideas 
for what she was thinking for the 
photoshoot. The day of the photo-
shoot, I went to her house and she had 
everything just perfect and ready to go. She 
was such a planner! It was a fun day! 

One of the last conversations I had with Sarah 
was about her solo camping trip. I was enamored 
by her bravery (and also questioned her on how 
safe that idea was)! I remember her giving me the 
details of that trip and she just lit up. I admired 
how when she put her mind to something she 
accomplished it. 

The last texts I had with Sarah were us trying to 
plan a time to get together again. I did see her at 
our Jax Real Producers End-of-Year celebration 
just a week before she passed, but oh how I wish 
I could have had just one more chance to spend 
one-on-one time with her. I wish we had sched-
uled that time together instead of just talking 
about it. I am comforted knowing that I will get to 
see Sarah again one day in Heaven. 
-- Kristin Lunsford 

The first time I ever spoke with her it was because 
she reached out to me during my cancer journey 
to encourage me and to tell me she was praying for 
me. The last time I spoke to her she looked me dead 
in the eyes and said “I just love what you’re doing. 
Keep doing it.” She pulled off “power woman” like 
few can… with a gentle classiness that felt like 

nothing less than 
100% authentic. 

Sarah Rocco, you 
will be remembered for 

the selfless way that you 
showed up for others. Thank 

you for your life of impact. It 
will live on in your legacy. 

-- Jennifer Henry 

Some people come into your life and 
leave an impact that will last a lifetime. 

Sarah, you were a person that did that for 
me and everyone you touched. You and I could 

openly share about our business life and personal 
life and you always gave me honest advice and feed-
back. Some of our business practices and ideas at 
First Coast Mortgage Funding were your ideas that 
you came up with at our strategy meetings. You 
were an innovator, a mentor to me, and someone 
I looked up to. But most importantly you were a 
friend to me. 
-- Jason Kindler 

Sarah was a force to be reckoned with: her faith in 
God, her mom skills, her fitness, her friendships, 
her work ethic… the list goes on and on. She was 
even a solid golfer. 

I’m grateful to have known her, even for a short 
amount of time. 

Sarah is not gone, only gone ahead. 
-- Brian Lunsford 

I met Sarah a few times at the KW office. She was 
an agent I admired and definitely wanted to be as 
successful as her. She always had a smile when we 
crossed paths and gave off wonderful energy. 
-- Chris Moore

Life is short, time is fast, 
no replay, no rewind, 
so enjoy every 
moment as  
it comes! 
~ SARAH

I have come to realize, it’s not about 
being number 1 in your office or 

about closing the most deals. It’s 
about waking up every day and 

running toward becoming 
your best self and 

living your best life, 
whatever that looks 

like for you!! 
~ SARAH 
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Sarah would have celebrated her 40th birthday this month. She loved taking 
time to reflect each year around her birthday. Here are 12 life lessons Sarah 
shared last year for everyone to remember.

1 Be ok with genuinely sharing what 
you want in life. Manifest it and get 

your hopes up. 

2 Be vulnerable and open with the 
right people in your life. This is 

what brings authentic connection. The 
right ones will always stay. 

3 You will have to make sacrifices, but 
don’t sacrifice who you are. Get to 

know yourself, love yourself, take care of 
yourself and then don’t compromise. 

4 Everyday routines can make life 
more meaningful. It’s the daily 

small wins, over the big wins that bring 
the most fulfillment and growth. 

5 Small steps, big priorities. Be 
patient about the big things and 

impatient about the small things.

6 Everything is built around good 
health. (Healthy Mind, Exercise, 

Diet, Sleep.)

7 To think outside the box, 
get in your zone/flow state 

alone vs seeking chaos (events, 
people, things) thinking that’s 
where you’ll find brilliance. 

8 Live life with open hands. Be 
brave. Open your clenched fists 

and live like a child. Faith. Hope. Love. 
Kindness. All like a child.

9 Growing doesn’t feel how we think 
it should. It feels like purification 

and cleansing. All the challenges, all 
the setbacks, the resistance, all the 
“work” - that’s growth. 

10 To be successful and happy, 
you must serve. Serve others. 

Generous leaders are servant leaders. 
They always come with open hands and 
an open heart.

11 Good times will show you who 
cares, bad times will show you 

who really cares.

12 No one will change your life 
other than you.

f r o m  S u n s h i n e  S a r a h1212
12 Life Lessons I’ve Learned This Past Year:

L I F E  L E S S O N S
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 SPOOKY

Visit us at our New Location! 
11363-200 San Jose Blvd | Jacksonville

Do you have a customer 
         with a problem home that won't sell?

• We buy distressed properties as-is, with no repairs required.
• We pay ALL of your sellers' closing costs.
• No inspections or appraisals are required.
• We can close on ANY timeline.

CALL YOUR LOCAL DISTRESSED HOME BUYER TODAY!

Cindy Browning
(904) 887-4015

Cindy@MacHomeDevelopment.com

BEFORE AFTER

WE PAY YOUR 
COMMISSION!

AND THE 
BEST PART? 


