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Model
Harvest Meadows Condominiums

1073 Sunnyside Dr, Wayland, MI 49348

• Zero Step Entry
• Covered Patios

• Large Owner's Suites
• High Speed Internet

• Natural Gas

Grand  Opening

616.866.3913            info@sablehomes.com            sablehomes.com

West Michigan's #1 Rated Roofing Company
Quality roofs, done by quality people.

Need a roofing job done by professional, trustworthy people? Look no further. 

West Michigan: (616) 622-6343
Northern Michigan: (231) 299-0079
www.summitpointroofing.com

Commercial &
Residential Services 



Grand Rapids Real Producers • 54 • November 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses, and thank 

them for supporting the real estate community!

DECKS

Jason Brower 

Construction

(616) 292-0032
jasonbrower 
construction.com

DRONES

Brian McDonald 

Photography

(616) 209-8469
www.brianmcdonald 
photography.com

Fresh Start Studios

Jen Smits

(616) 550-9871
freshstartstudios.com

harr Creative

(517) 974-7809
harrcreative.com

EGRESS WINDOWS

WMGB Home 

Improvement

(616) 205-3231
wmbg.com

ELECTRICAL

M. Schneider Electric

(616) 550-3348
mschneiderelectric.com

FLOORING

Curtis Creations

(616) 822-1265

HOME BUILDER

Pear Tree Homes

(616) 644-2942
peartreehomesgr.com

Sable Homes

(616) 866-3913
www.sablehomes.com

HOME INSPECTION

Hawkeye Inspection Services

Tony Zaidel

(616) 322-9551
www.tonyzaidel 
inspections.com

Over And Underwood 

Home Inspection

(616) 454-8500
overandunderwood.com

HOME TECHNOLOGY

TruMedia

(616) 777-5225
trumediahome.com 

INSURANCE

Farm Bureau Insurance 

Jeremy Underwood Agency

(616) 667-9250
www.underwood- 
insurance.com

MOLD REMEDIATION

BioSafe Environment

(616) 294-0060
www.biosafe 
environment.com

MORTGAGE

First Community Mortgage

(616) 822-6557
www.firstcommunity 
mortgage.com

Lake Michigan Credit Union

Jake Williams

(616) 265-3837
www.lmcu.org/jakewilliams

Lake Michigan Credit Union

Zach Tebos

(616) 234-6361
www.lmcu.org/zacharytebos

Northern Mortgage

Tim Meduna

(616) 514-9740
northernmtg.com/tim

Preferred Rate

Stacy Miller-Kuiper

(616) 430-4141
preferredrate.com

MOVING COMPANY

Morse Moving & Storage

(734) 484-1717
www.morsemoving.com

PAINTING

Five Star Painting

(616) 522-4127
fivestarpainting.com

PAINTING CONTRACTORS

CertaPro Painters 

of Grand Rapids

Mark Williamson

(616) 258-0677
certapro.com/grandrapids

PHOTOGRAPHY

Forward Exposure 

Photography

(616) 307-8800
www.forwardexposure.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & 

VIDEOGRAPHY

Brian McDonald Photography

(616) 209-8469
www.brianmcdonald 
photography.com

Fresh Start Studios

Jen Smits

(616) 550-9871
freshstartstudios.com

harr Creative

(517) 974-7809
harrcreative.com

PLUMBING

Boulder Plumbing

(616) 437-1856

ROOFING

Complete Roofing & Repair

(616) 241-6688
completeroofingrepair.com

Curtis Creations

(616) 822-1265

Jason Brower Construction

(616) 292-0032
jasonbrower 
construction.com

Skyline Exteriors

(616) 822-7719
www.skylineexteriorsgr.com

Summit Point Roofing

(616) 622-6343
www.summitpoint 
roofing.com

TITLE COMPANY

Sun Title

Elizabeth Carr

(616) 466-3993
suntitle.com
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Helping Your Client Build Theirdream!
We Specialize In: Premium Decking Installations  |  Roof Installations  |  Exterior Remodeling Services

call jason today! 616.292.0032 | JasonBrowerConstruction.com | JasonBrowerCon@Yahoo.com

EXTERIOR |  INTERIOR

CERTAPRO.COM/GRANDRAPIDS

We
follow safety
protocols and
procedures!

Contact Us Today
 For a Free Estimate!

10% OFF 
Any Project of
$2,000 or More
Max Discount of $1,000

END OF THE 
SEASON SALE

FREE Fall paint 
upgrade & color 
consultation!

Paint it Pink is a cause that is deeply meaningful to us at 
CertaPro Painters of Grand Rapids. We are honored to join 
the �ght against breast cancer each year.

Owner – Mark Williamson
October 1 - November 30, 2024

Clearing
We're Your Reliable Plumbing Partner.

THE WAY FOR SMOOTH CLOSINGS!

CONTACT ROB TODAY! 616.437.1856

INSPECTING. PROTECTING. ASSURING.
HVAC • Home • Chimney • Electrical

Plumbing • Residential • Flood & Water Damage

616.322.9551 • TonyZaidelInspections.com

A Hawkeye Company
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Brian McDonald
Brian McDonald 

Photography
Photographer/Videographer

Jacob Harr
harr Creative LLC 

Photographer

G R A N D  R A P I D S
R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

M E E T  T H E

Amanda Matkowski
Editor/Writer

Shenia Schlosser
Ad Strategist

Elena Filimon
Relationship Manager

Kevin Jurvis 
Event Coordinator/

Relationship Manager

Ashley Streight
Content Coordinator

Chris Csotty
Owner/Publisher

Terra Csotty
Owner/Publisher

April Shanne 
Subiera

Publishing Assistant

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but 
remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Grand Rapids Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 
Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

If you are interested in contributing or nominating someone for a feature, please email us at 
terra.csotty@realproducersmag.com.
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An Authentic Approach to Real Estate

By Amanda Matkowski
Photos by Jacob Harr 
with harr Creative LLC

top producer

Rockel
Lauren

When Lauren Rockel decided to start her real estate career seven years ago, 

she had hoped that her new job would be a good fit for her. Her worries were 

unnecessary, however, because she quickly discovered how much she enjoyed 

being an agent and interacting with people from all walks of life. “Going through 

old homes, playing detective to find the perfect place on or off the market, getting 

homes ready to sell through staging — all of it is so fun!” she said. “Every day, I 

get to go to work with colleagues and clients who have all become my friends.” 

Prior to real estate, Lauren 
worked at Chase Bank for six 
years. She began as a teller in 
2012 before moving onto various 
other roles within the company 
until she finally became a private 
client banker, where she assisted 
clients with large investable 
assets. Despite moving up the 
corporate ladder and earning 
multiple licenses, Lauren did not 
find fulfillment in her roles.

In 2017, Lauren was looking to 
move, which is when she stum-
bled upon the website for The 
Blehm Group. One of the agents 
reached out to Lauren, and with 
that agent, Lauren bought a new 
home and sold her old one. The 
co-owner of The Blehm Group — 
Jim Blehm — continuously asked 
her if she was willing to give real 
estate a try, and after almost a 
year of his persistence, Lauren 
decided that she had nothing to 
lose and signed up to join his team.

“I saw the way Jim and his team 
worked together, and everyone 
seemed so happy and fulfilled,” 
Lauren recalled. “At the time, 
I didn’t even know how much I 
would end up loving this career, 
but I knew it had to be bet-
ter than what I was doing.”

By September of 2017, Lauren 
was officially an agent at The 
Blehm Group - Keller Williams 
Grand Rapids North. She has 
since earned top 100 awards from 
the Greater Regional Alliance of 
REALTORS® (GRAR), various top 
agent awards from her office, and 
social media awards from Keller 
Williams. She is proud that she 
has been able to leverage social 
media to the point where almost all 
of her business nowadays comes 
from online platforms. “Facebook 
is my largest lead gen tool, and 
I also run a Facebook group that 
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“I am really proud of finding out who 
I am as a person,” Lauren added. 
“Becoming authentic was a journey for 
me. I think a lot of people could bene-
fit from learning about themselves.”

As an agent, Lauren is passionate about 
helping families that are relocating 
to West Michigan. It is her personal 
mission to find the perfect home and 
community for them in the area so 
they immediately feel welcomed. She 
especially loves to tour old houses. 
“The older and quirkier, the better!” 
Lauren said. “I love old-home history 
and fun facts about real estate!”

When she’s not working, Lauren is 
often doing outdoor activities such as 
camping and hiking with her fam-
ily. She and her wife, Leah, have a 
3-year-old son, Cal, as well as two 
dogs named Matilda and Borgus “Gus” 
along with a cat named Tucker. Lauren 
also loves painting with watercolor 
and has recently started garden-
ing. “I have a large veggie garden 
in my front yard that is open to our 
whole neighborhood,” she said.

As Lauren looks to the future, she 
aspires to be known as someone who has 
brought joy to others and has been pres-
ent in their lives. “I hope people remem-
ber me for making them happy and for 
making them feel safe,” she shared.

For new agents in the industry, 
Lauren suggests that they continue 
to learn and improve. “Be educated, 
and align yourself with other people 
who never stop learning,” she said. 
Most of all, agents should find ways 
to be true to themselves. “Don’t try 
to be like anyone else,” she added. 
“You will go much further by being 
totally authentic and will find peo-
ple who appreciate who you are.”

kicks out quite a bit of business,” 
Lauren said. Her social media 
efforts paid off last year when she 
obtained over $19 million in sales.

Aside from social media, 
Lauren acknowledges that her 
team has also been instrumen-
tal to her success. The Blehm 
Group consists of six agents, 
three admins, and two leaders 
— and they love hanging out 
together beyond the workplace. 

“Our closeness makes us awesome,” 
Lauren said. “We are engaged with 
each other’s goals and truly want 
each other to succeed professionally 
— but more than that, personally.” 

Lauren is grateful that she can be 100% 
authentic at her workplace and with 
how she conducts her business. “In my 
past job, I was given a book of business. 
Here, I can create my own,” she said. 
“I have been authentic out of the gate 
and have attracted my ideal clients.”

You will go much further by being 

totally authentic and will find people 

who appreciate who you are.
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• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• RESIDENTIAL & 

COMMERCIAL
• CABINETS 

• DECKS & FENCES
• DRYWALL REPAIR

• LOCALLY OWNED & 
OPERATED

www.fivestarpainting.com

(616) 522-4127

VETERAN OWNED
BUSINESS

MSCHNEIDERELECTRIC.COM
616-550-3348

PRINT IS STILL ALIVE. 

Celebrating two decades of print 
excellence, now 800 niche 

magazines strong (and counting).
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Turning Dreams Into Keys

agent on the rise

Madison Bradshaw is part 

of the vivacious force 

behind the success of the 

Zokoe Team at Five Star 

Real Estate. With seven 

years of experience, she 

is not just an average 

real estate agent: She 

is an inspiration and a 

pillar of her community.

Madison’s journey into 
the realm of real estate 
began in the summer of 
2017 as a mere 20-year-
old with a burning passion 
for homes and a deter-
mination to succeed. “I 
knew from a very young 
age that I wanted to sell 
real estate,” she said, 
smiling. “I reached out 
to Laurie Zokoe, one 
of the most success-
ful agents in town, and 
offered my assistance.”

Madison’s persistence paid off, because she 
landed a role as an office assistant with Laurie. 
“I started doing odd jobs around the office and 
eventually became Laurie’s full-time assistant,” 
Madison recalled. She soon earned her real 
estate license and gradually transitioned into 
a full-time agent. Amidst the hustle and bustle 
of her burgeoning career, Madison also juggled 

college studies in interior 
design, a testament to her 
commitment to her passions.

For Madison, real estate is 
about forging meaningful 
connections and helping 
clients turn their dreams into 
reality. “I love everything 
about homes,” she said. “I 
want to help people achieve 
their goals, find a home for 
them to make memories, 
host family and friends, 
raise a family, and more.”

Raised in the heart of Grand 
Rapids, Madison credits 
her father for instilling in 
her a strong work ethic 
and Laurie Zokoe for her 
invaluable mentorship. “My 
father has always been a 
big influence on my career,” 
Madison explained. “He is in 

sales and has such a good reputation in his industry. I have 
always admired how he treats his colleagues and clients. 
He is the one who encouraged me to call Laurie and to stay 
in touch with her. Laurie has taught me to always do the 
right thing in this business, and good things will follow.”

Faith, family, and community form the cornerstone of Madison’s 
life. As an active member of the National Association of 
REALTORS® (NAR) and a committed volunteer, Madison 
embodies the spirit of service and compassion. 

Photo by Lauryn 
Borst Photography

BradshawBradshaw
MadisonMadison

Photo by Kat Sherman
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616.822.1265  |   Curt isCreations49@gmail .com

D E C K S  |  S I D I N G  |  R O O F I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  R E M O D E L S  |  F L O O R I N G

Enhance Your Property Potential
with Our Expert Services!

TRANSFORMING VISIONS INTO REALITY

CURTIS CREATIONS“My family is absolutely everything to me,” 
she said. Madison and her husband, Kyle, have 
two children — Waylon and Hattie — and they 
enjoy moments of togetherness. As a family, 
they love to bake sourdough bread, tend to 
their garden, and run their roadside pump-
kin stand called “Pumpkins on the Ranch.”

In her quest for success, Madison remains 
grounded, cherishing the simple joys of life 
and the power of authenticity. She advises 
up-and-coming agents to show up every day. 
“Find a successful agent and ask them to men-
tor you,” Madison shared. “If you fall down, 
you have to get back up and keep trying.”

Madison envisions a path for her future that 
is illuminated by possibility and purpose. 
“Real estate does not have a bar that stops 
you from achieving more,” she said. “It gives 
me the knowledge and opportunities to build 
generational wealth through hard work.”

For Madison, success is measured in the lives 
she touches, the connections she nurtures, and 
the legacy she leaves behind. “At the end of 
the day, what truly gives me a sense of accom-
plishment is the kind of person who I am,” she 
said. “Being a high-producing agent is success, 
but seeing my clients happy and achieving 
their dreams makes me proud of what I do.”

TOGETHER WE CAN ENSURE
A CLOSING EXPERIENCE
SECOND-TO-NONE!
616.466.3993  |  SunTitle.com
1410 Plainfield Ave NE, Grand Rapids

YOUR PARTNER FOR

FAST CLOSINGS

AND HAPPY CLIENTS!
 Superior Communication

 Knowledgeable and Professional Staff

 Proprietary Mobile Closing Units®

Photo by Kat Sherman
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FOR 
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Formerly a microbiologist, Leanne Pratt 

dove into the real estate world in October 

of 2021. She quickly rose through the 

ranks, making a significant impact in the 

industry and her community, and has 

become a powerhouse at Move Home 

Realty Group brokered by Bellabay 

Realty in Caledonia, Michigan. 

In a few short years, Leanne has already 
achieved impressive milestones in her 
career. She has a career volume of over $12 
million — $7 million of which was obtained 
last year. She has also been recognized as a Real 
Producers Top 500, and in 2023, Leanne was a 
part of the Top Sales Team in her brokerage. 

Leanne’s achievements are rooted in a strong 
foundation of personal and professional values 
instilled by her parents. “While I was growing 
up, my parents taught me that everyone is wor-
thy of dignity, respect, and compassion — and 
that hard work always pays off,” she said.

Before embarking on her real estate career, 
Leanne was traveling down a different path. 
She earned her degree in microbiology from 
Michigan State University, and after college, she 
initially worked in quality control, where she 
tested raw materials at the Perrigo Company in 
Allegan. She later transitioned to selling insur-
ance, a period she describes as brief but impact-
ful. “The critical thinking and analytical skills I 
learned have allowed me to provide exceptional 
service to my clients,” she explained.

Leanne pivoted to real estate during a trans-
formative time in her life in 2020. As a single 
mother seeking a fulfilling career that would 
support her and her son, she found inspiration 
in a friend’s passion for real estate. “Her energy 
and love for the job were truly inspiring,” 
Leanne shared. “I knew I wanted to help people 
better their lives in a big way.”

From the beginning, Leanne committed herself 
fully to her new career, embracing the chal-
lenges and rewards with equal enthusiasm. 
Her personal network and consistent referrals 

are proof of her top-tier service and 
dedication. “Treating each client with 
high-level service leads to happy 
clients who refer their family and 
friends to me — that’s a huge compli-
ment!” she said proudly.

Leanne’s approach to real estate is 
deeply rooted in building relation-
ships and networking. She believes 
in the power of connections — not 
just for business growth, but for the 
betterment of her community. “I am 
exceptionally focused on networking 
and in bringing people together,” she 
explained. “Who you know counts. 
It’s all about connecting the best 
support vendors for my clients and 
assisting business owners by bringing 
in clientele,” she explained.

Leanne works within a tight-knit 
team of five agents at Bellabay Realty, 
and she thrives in an environment 
where collaboration and mutual 
support are paramount. “We have a 
true desire to see each other succeed. 
When one member wins, we all win!” 
she said. This team spirit is a rare 
find in the competitive world of real 
estate, and it’s one of the aspects 
Leanne cherishes most about her job.
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Photography | Drone Photography & Video | Video Tours
3D Virtual Tours | Floor Plans | Virtual Staging

Brian McDonald | (616)209-8469
brian@brianmcdonaldphotography.com
www.brianmcdonaldphotography.com

For Leanne, the most rewarding part of her business is help-
ing clients find homes that fulfill their dreams or serve as 
vehicles for wealth building. “My goals are those of my cli-
ents, and when they are happy, I am elated,” she said. 

However, a career in real estate is not without its challenges. 
According to Leanne, combating burnout is a significant 
hurdle, which she addresses by setting boundaries and 
making sure that she replenishes her own energy so 
that she can provide the best service possible.

Leanne envisions a future where she continues to serve 
clients with integrity, compassion, and professional-
ism. “Every time I move a client into their new home or 
provide them with a top-dollar sale, my dreams 
and goals are being fulfilled,” she shared.

Outside of her professional life, 
Leanne is a devoted wife and mother. 
She enjoys an active lifestyle with 
her family — spending time outdoors, 
traveling, and engaging in sports. She 
also has a passion for self-improve-
ment, often reading books on business 
growth and personal development. Her 
philanthropic efforts include support-
ing the 4-H program, a cause close 
to her heart from her own youth.

For aspiring agents, Leanne rec-
ommends that they formulate a 
daily schedule that works for 
them and to hold themselves 
accountable. “Surround your-
self with people who know more 
than you, don’t be afraid to fail, 
and prepare well,” she said. 
“Life is short — live largely 
and jump with both feet!”

Surround 
yourself with 
people who 
know more 

than you, 
don’t be afraid to fail, 
and prepare well.”

ROOFING • SIDING • DECKS • WINDOWS/DOORS • GUTTERS

6 1 6 . 8 2 2 . 7 7 1 9  •  S k y l i n e E x t e r i o r s G R . c o m

C A L L  T O D A Y  F O R  A  F R E E  E S T I M A T E !

FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED

YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER IN
Home Excellence!
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Interested in sponsoring a future event? Reach out to kevin.jurvis@n2co.com

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR HOST AND SPONSORS:

HOST & Sponsor: New Holland Brewing
VIP Sponsor: Morse Moving & Storage

Support Sponsors: Agent Concierge Services and CertaPro Painters of Grand Rapids
Photography: Jacob Harr with harr Creative LLC

Videography: Brian McDonald Photography

If you haven’t yet, please fill out our post-event survey at rpeventsurvey.com.

Check out photos in next month’s issue or on our social media pages!

for Attending Our Fall Mixer!

event recap

• Swift Response and Scheduling

• Comprehensive Property Inspections

• Expert Solutions for Lasting Results

• Transparent and Affordable Services

Schedule Your Mold Inspection TODAY!
616.294.0060  |  BioSafeEnvironment.com

Clear the Way for a Cozy Fall!

616-241-6688
www.completeroofingrepair.com
info@completeroofingrepair.com

• Residential & Commercial Roof Replacement Services
• Residential & Commercial New Construction Services
• Roof Evaluations & Reports • Roof Repairs

Don't just get it done,
get it Complete.

616.644.2942

Contact us today!

PearTreeHomesGR.com

Custom homes  |  Kitchens
Additions  |  Basements

Thank You Thank You 
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@trumediahome

8162 Fulton St E
Ste D Ada, MI 49301

616-777-5225
www.TruMediaHome.com

Contact TruMedia Home for all
your residential and commercial

technology design and consultation
needs in West Michigan.

Follow Grand Rapids Real Producers
on social media to keep up.

MOVES FAST
Grand Rapids Real Estate

@grrealproducers

@grrealproducers

@grrealproducers

616.612.1064

3000 Sanders Rd Lansing MI 48917

Photography, Videography, Drone/Aerial Photo & Video, 
3D Virtual Tour, Floor plans, Virtual Staging (servicing 

Grand Rapids and surrounding areas)

www.freshstartstudios.com
616.550.9871  •  jen@freshstartstudios.com

One-stop-shop for all your
Real Estate Imagery services:




