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NuBlue is Redefining Service Excellence

across the Charlotte metro region!
A full-service, one-stop shop for all your Electric, Plumbing, and HVAC needs.
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Curbio’s mission is to make agents’ lives easier with our turnkey home : . A i‘P
improvement solution. Give your clients the most successful sale possible with I, ot = L . /S | L _ ¥ | m I""
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Learn more and get started with a free
estimate for projects of any size!

Www.curbio.com

WHAT WE DO:

g2 EV Charger Installation

g2 Drain Cleaning

g2 Electrical Panels

CUrDIO |

22 Electrical & Plumbing Home Inspections
22 HVAC Installation and Repair

UL nuLlf

(855) 560-9997 = CallNuBlue.com = hello@callnublue.com
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R ISI N G STAR? ST SEEGARS AND TOWNSEND, PLLC

Attorneyvs at Law
OR KNOW SOMEONE WE SHOULD FEATURE? :

Schedule a FREE consultation with a real estate closing attorney today.
‘k Five years or less in the business P (704) 561-1750 e stlawnc.com

For more information, to nominate or to

At least $3 million in sales in one calendar year request to be featured, please email : - 1
* info@charlotterealproducers.com. 5457-A Monroe Rd. e Charlotte

- 145 Union St. South, Suite 106 e« Concord
211 North Main St., Suite C ¢ Monroe

Juwaun Seegars Otha B. Townsend
Attorney Attorney

‘k Active on social media
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate.
Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank

ATTORNEY
Costner Law Office
(980) 322-0703
CostnerLaw.com

Hejirika Law
(980) 580-2260
HejirikaLaw.com

Paladin Law
(980) 216-8750
PaladinLawNC.com

Seegars and
Townsend, PLLC
(704) 561-1750
STLawNC.com

BUILDER

Brookline Homes
(973) 418-9801
MyBrooklineHome.com

Epcon Communities -
Charlotte and Atlanta
Shannon Robinson
(317) 258-6560

PREFERRED PARTNERS

CLEANING SERVICES
Spunky Cleaning
(980) 298-5942
SpunkyCleaning.com

CLIENT ENGAGEMENT
Leads Event Planning
(801) 598-5767
LeadsByMandi.com

CLOSING GIFTS
Strategic Gifting
(313) 971-8312
StrategicGifting.com

CONTRACTOR
Brigmon’s Construction
Services, LLC

(803) 818-1941
eric.brigmon@gmail.com

6 - November 2024

EDUCATION

Superior School

Of Real Estate

(704) 944-4260
SuperiorSchoolNC.com

FOUNDATIONS

& WATERPROOFING
M&M Foundation and
Waterproofing

(704) 650-1910
CharlotteCrawlSpace
Waterproofing.com

HOME INSPECTION
Home Inspection Carolina
(704) 542-6575
Homelnspection
Carolina.com

Mahogany Premium
Home Inspections, LLC
(704) 883-5053
MPHInspect.com

National

Property Inspections
(980) 722-1506
NPIweb.com/Lauterer

T. A. Hill Inspections
(704) 293-5973
TAHilllnspect.com

HOME RENOVATION
Curbio

(844) 944-2629
Curbio.com

HOME WARRANTY
First American

Home Warranty

(704) 244-0648
FirstAmRealEstate.com

HVAC

Dave Barch Heating and
Air Conditioning Inc.
(704) 777-9981
DaveBarchHeatingand
AirConditioning.com

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

INSURANCE

Brightway Insurance

Dimitri Apostle

(704) 218-6000
Brightway.com/Agencies/NC/
Charlotte/0140

Community One Insurance
Zach Ligon

(704) 246-6500
CommunityOne
Insurance.com

Monica Burke - NC Farm
Bureau Insurance

(704) 841-8700
NCFBIns.com/Monica.Burke

JUNK REMOVAL

Griffin Hauling and Removal
(704) 315-9687
griffinhaulingandremoval
@gmail.com

Spunky Cleaning
(980) 298-5942
SpunkyCleaning.com

MOLD REMEDIATION
Clean Air Carolinas
(704) 628-6887
CleanAirCarolinas.com

MORTGAGE

First Community Mortgage
Marina Moreno

(704) 352-5436
FirstCommunityMortgage.
com/Loan-Officer/
MarinaMoreno/#lo-contact

Motivation Mortgage
Tyler Bullock

(704) 746-0300
MotivationMortgage.com

TruLoan Mortgage
Daniel Jacobs

(704) 703-6864
TruLoanMortgage.com

MOVING / STORAGE
JD Johnson Moving
Company, LLC

(704) 746-4444
JDJohnsonMoving.com

Miracle Movers Charlotte
(704) 275-3053
MiracleMoversUSA.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Elrod Portraits
(803) 367-3478
ElrodPortraits.com

PLUMBING, HVAC
& ELECTRICAL
NuBlue

(704) 709-3549
CallNublue.com

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY /
VIDEOGRAPHY

Carolina Dream House
(704) 712-0197
CarolinaDreamHouse.com

Lighthouse Visuals
(561) 248-5827
LightHouseVisuals.com

Next Door Photos
(704) 727-8178
Charlotte.Next
DoorPhotos.com

STAGING

Avenues Stage & Design
Mary Beth Francisco
(704) 661-9397
AvenuesStage
andDesign.com

TRANSACTION
COORDINATOR

Jordy Luxe Transactions
(433) 306-2961
JordyLuxeTransactions.com

helping families
achieve their

Marina Moreno

VP Branch Manager | NMLS ID 1234481
(704) 352-5436 | Marina.Moreno@fcmhomeloans.com

homeownership begins here

At First Community Mortgage, we understand that achieving homeownership is a significant
milestone in everyone's life. That's why we stand by your side, ready to turn your dreams into
reality with our tailored mortgage solutions. Whether you're a first-time buyer embarking on
this journey for the first time or someone looking to refinance to better align with your
evolving needs, our dedicoted team ensures a seamless and stress-free process. With
expertise and reliability at the core of our service, we work tirelessly to find the perfect
financing sclution that fits your future plans.

Since our inception in 2002, First Community Mortgage has been on a mission to empower our
neighbors to secure their piece of the American Dream. We understand that having a place to
call home is more than just shelter; it's the cornerstone upon which individuals and families
build their lives. It's a foundation for growth, enabling people to pursue their aspirations and
contribute to the strength of their communities. With operations and retail offices spanning
the United States, we're proud to extend our support to individuals in 46 states, offering
guidance and assistance every step of the way. Take the first step toward the home of your
dreams with First Community Mortgage - where your vision becomes our mission.

Call me for your next home loan or to refinance your existing home!

first community mortgage @




MEET THE CHARLOTTE REAL PRODUCERS TEAM

Kristin Brindley Mandi Jackson Wendy Ross Lexy Broussard Don Elrod
Publisher Associate Publisher Operations Manager Client Relations Photographer

If you are interested in nominating REALTORS® to be featured in the

magazine, please email Wendy@RealProducersKkBTeam.com.
DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not
- necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the To vi . I isit
author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Charlotte Real Producers magazine are not 0 view our magazine oniine, visi
endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor charlotterealproducers.com
the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. and look for “magazine”
or scan this QR code.

(Password: connecthere@crp)

THE TERRACES AT CRAMERTON MILLS
NOW SELLING! Nestled in the trees on the side of

B BROOKLINE | Cramer Mountain, this community features single family,
HOMES

craftsman-style homes with large front porches set
amidst a beautifully landscaped, park-like setting.

b www.MyBrooklineHome.com = 980-277-1306, Ext. 1

8 - November 2024
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First American
Home Warranty™
me warranty
protection. When a covered hausehold y X _
item une el 5, they'll be™ ! | Your Local Resource
: ! . . .
mmending our , Martinez Livingston

704.244 0648

&
E mlivingston@firstarmn.com

-
A

“I handle home repair stress, so agents can be their best!”

firstamrealestate.com | Phone Orders: 800.444.9030

PROVIDING

SUPERIOR

THE LENDING
EXPERIENCE
YOU LOVE
HAS GROWN

MOVING SERVICES

« 95% referral rate
« 14+ years in business

« Locally owned &
family operated Danny Johnson

- Licensed and insured (704) 746-4444
by the North Carolina DannyJohnson@JDJohnsonMoving.com

JDJohnsonMoving.com Matt WiSE Ld_’x WHM!

Truloan Mortgage has expanded to offer 60+ additional mortgage
products and lower interest rates to help you serve the Charlotte Real
Estate community and provide a smooth, flawless on time dlosing.

Schedule a FREE estimate today!

Mover’s Association

Receive a 10%

Loxranied o : TrulLoan Mortgage

iogieeieiicbod The lending experience you'll love.

Only. Valid to use for
yourself, or pass the

savings 1o your _ F www.TruLoanMortgage.com

client.

704.578.5211
EHL | NMLS #68684

Charlotte Real Producers - 9
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Hello November, the Season of Gratitude!

As we welcome November, there’s
a crisp chill in the air and a sense of

anticipation as the holidays approach.

NoLe

soon! Stay tuned for more details—
there will be fantastic opportunities to

connect, learn, and grow together.

CHARLOTTE

REAL PRODUCERS

powered by @ TEAM

invites you to

This is the month of gratitude, a time to
reflect on all the blessings we've received ~As we move through November, let’s keep this
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throughout the year and to express quote in mind: “Gratitude turns what we have o 3 a ;).3.,,_..:;

our appreciation for the people and into enough.” Here’s to embracing thankfulness B 3 ,4 | - i )

moments that have enriched our lives. and cherishing the abundance in our lives. R ) “d -
“ ° " o

November is also a time for gathering, Wishing you all a November filled with B A Coo k e Exc h a ng e Y -

for cozying up with loved ones, and warmth, gratitude, and joyful gatherings. December 3,2024 sy

for savoring the warmth of home and Happy November, everyone!

hearth. It’s the month of Thanksgiving,

~ 10:00 AM-11:30 AM

For information on all Charlotte Real Producers events,

Kristin Brmdle_v connect with us at info@charlotterealproducers.com. .

Owner/Publisher

Charlotte Real Producers

313-971-8312
Kristin@kristinbrindley.com

a perfect opportunity to come together,

share stories, and create new memories.

‘We’re thrilled to announce our 2025

event schedule will be released

AN INDUSTRY-LEADING HOME
INSPECTION fora
Confident Property Transaction
T.A.Hill

IHSPECTIONS LLC

Mold On Your
Inspection Report?

Aq; Clean Air

Home Inspections « New Construction Inspections
Radon Testing « Commercial Property Inspections
Water Testing « Mold Testing & Sampling « Detached
Structure Inspections - Irrigation System Testing

arolinasInc. toppHILL

CERTIFIED MASTER INSPECTOR (CMI)®
NC & SC Licensed Home Inspector

« Certified Thermographer « Certified Radon
Technician - Certified Commercial Radon

@ 24+ Years Experience © 2022 Super Service Award Technician - Certified Master Inspector SCHEDULE ONLINE

CALL, TEXT, OR EMAIL

CONTACT US! (704) 293-5973 LEARN MORE
(704) 628-6887 - CleanAirCarolinas.com admin@tahillinspect.com tahillinspectcom

10 - November 2024 Charlotte Real Producers - 11

@ Warranty Backed Solutions & Top Work Places 2023

FEBRUARY 11. 2025 | 9:30 AM-NOON | LOCATION TBD For information on all Charlotte Real Producers events,

connect with us at info@charlotterealproducers.com.




MARY BETH
FRANCISCO

NU S.

DEEPTI
NAYYAR

\ STAGE 2 DESIGN

EXPERTLY STAGING

THE CAROLINAS
Mary Beth Francisco and Deepti

Nayyar are more than just co-owners

of AVENUES Stage + Design;
they are a dynamic duo whose
complementary strengths

have redefined the staging
landscape in the Carolinas.
With a shared commitment to
excellence and innovation, they

embody the essence of partnership,
proving that two driven women can

create something extraordinary

when they unite their passions and

expertise. Their journey together is

marked by resilience, creativity, and
a steadfast belief in their mission to
transform homes and elevate the

selling experience.

partner spotlight

By George Paul Thomas
Photos by Don Elrod

The inception of AVENUES Stage
+ Design was not born from friend-
ship but from the shared vision of
two confident women. Mary Beth,
an Accredited Staging Professional
Master (ASPM), and Deepti, an
Accredited Staging Professional
(ASP), met through their local
professional organization,

both proudly accredited by the
International Association of Home
Staging Professionals (IAHSP).
Their initial connection stemmed
from mutual respect for profes-

sional capabilities and aspirations.

Deepti has lived in Charlotte since
middle school, earning her identity as
a proud Tarheel. Before transitioning
to staging, she enjoyed a successful
investment banking and real estate
career. While staging her own invest-
ment properties, she recognized the
vast potential of home staging as a
business opportunity. “I realized how
impactful staging could be, not just for
my properties but for the real estate

market as a whole,” Deepti explains.

On the other hand, Mary Beth is a
Virginia Tech Hokie who moved to
Charlotte in 1993 from Lynchburg,
Virginia. With a background in
elementary education, she always
possessed a creative and entrepre-
neurial spirit. Her decision to leave
her teaching career and venture into
staging was fueled by her desire

to explore her creativity and build
something of her own. “I’ve always
loved being innovative and taking
risks,” Mary Beth shares. “Starting
AVENUES was the perfect way to
combine my love for design with my

entrepreneurial ambitions.”

Together, they co-founded
AVENUES Stage + Design in the

66

Starting AVENUES was the

perfect way to combine

my love for design with my
entrepreneurial ambitions.

summer of 2019, just months before
the COVID-19 pandemic reshaped
the real estate market. “The chal-
lenges of the pandemic revealed
our true resilience,” Deepti recalls.
“We not only survived; we thrived
by thinking outside the box.” Mary
Beth adds, “Our growth during

that time was a testament to our
adaptability and commitment to
our clients. We learned to pivot and
adjust our strategies to meet the

market’s evolving needs.”

The first year in business they
were proved to be a defining
moment for both women. The
pandemic posed significant
challenges, especially during

the spring market, typically the
busiest time for real estate. Rather
than succumbing to adversity,
Mary Beth and Deepti embraced
the situation, focusing on cre-
ative solutions. “We made great
lemonade out of those lemons,”
Deepti quips. They fostered
strong relationships with clients
and realtors, prioritizing open
communication and collaboration

to navigate the uncertainties.

Deepti oversees fulfillment, inven-
tory, and procurement in their
respective roles, ensuring that
AVENUES Stage + Design is always
equipped with diverse staging
options. “I take pride in curating
our inventory to meet our clients’
varying tastes and preferences,”
Deepti explains. Meanwhile, Mary
Beth focuses on sales and market-
ing, cultivating relationships with
clients and real estate partners.
“Building trust with our partners
is essential,” she asserts. “It’s not
just about staging homes; it’s about
creating lasting partnerships that

benefit everyone involved.”

Charlotte Real Producers - 13



Together, they curate diverse styles for
their staging projects, ensuring that
every home is presented in a way that
reflects its unique character and appeal.
“We believe that every home deserves
to be marketed to its fullest potential,”
emphasizes Mary Beth. “Our approach
is not ‘one style fits all’—we pride our-
selves on our adaptability.” This com-
mitment to personalization has become
a hallmark of their service, allowing
them to connect deeply with clients and

showcase each property’s best features.

AVENUES Stage + Design operates
with a philosophy of partnership and
community involvement. Their tagline,
“Expertly Staging the Carolinas since
2019,” reflects their dedication to
delivering exceptional service. “Our
realtor partners know that when

they reach out, the answer is always
‘yes,”

dedication to going above and beyond

Deepti states, emphasizing their

EXPERTLY STAGING

— — T S

for their clients. This commitment
extends beyond business; both women
are actively engaged in philanthropic
efforts, supporting the same four
non-profits over the past five years,
including Foster Village Charlotte and

the American Heart Association.

66

We’'re here to support our realtor partners and their
clients through every step of the staging process.

| 70480056

14 - November 2024
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Community involvement is not just

a responsibility for Mary Beth and
Deepti; it’s a core belief that shapes
their business ethos. They contribute
to various local organizations, believ-
ing in the importance of giving back.
“We’ve made it a point to donate a per-
centage of our staging income to causes
we believe in,” Mary Beth notes. Their
engagement in community service
helps build connections while making a

positive impact on those around them.

Outside of their professional lives,
Mary Beth and Deepti cherish time
with their families. Mary Beth resides
in South Charlotte with her partner,
Carlos, and their two rescue dogs,
Corbin and Callie. After raising four
children, she has learned to be an
empty nester. She enjoys cheering on
her favorite sports teams, attending
live concerts, and volunteering for
various causes. “I cherish my quiet
time and try to balance recharging and
connecting. I love spending quality time
with my adult children and finding new
adventures, whether a weekend get-
away or working on home improvement

projects,” Mary Beth shares.

Deepti lives in Waxhaw with her hus-
band, Vineet, and their two daughters,

Sysha and Saiena. Family traditions

are significant, and she values hosting
weekly dinners with her extended fam-
ily. “Family is everything to me. Every
Tuesday night, we gather for dinner,

a tradition that keeps us connected,”
Deepti emphasizes. She also enjoys
traveling and creating lasting memo-
ries with her loved ones. Recently, she
celebrated her birthday by taking her
family on a memorable trip to Anguilla,
highlighting her commitment to cher-

ishing family experiences.

Mary Beth and Deepti are motivated
by the quote, “I didn’t come this far
only to come this far.” Looking to

the future, they aim to expand their

e

warehouse, team, and truck fleet,
ensuring AVENUES Stage + Design
continues to lead the industry. “We’re
excited about what’s next and com-
mitted to growing our business while
maintaining the quality and service

our clients expect,” Deepti states.

As they reflect on their journey, both
women agree that their partnership
mentality and solution-based approach
set them apart in the staging industry.
“We’re here to support our realtor
partners and their clients through
every step of the staging process,”

Mary Beth emphasizes. “If you need

it, we’ll find a way to make it happen.”
Their ability to adapt and innovate in
an ever-changing market has estab-
lished them as trusted partners in the

real estate community.

Reach out to Mary Beth
and Deepti at AVENUES Stage + Design
at 704-800-5650, and follow them on
Instagram @avenuesstage for inspira-
tion and updates on their latest projects.

AV-NU-S

STAGE+DESIGN

Charlotte Real Producers - 15



THIS FALL JonusFor IN-CIDER iNFORMATION
SATISFYING YOUR CE ELECTIVE & NAR ETHICS REQUIREMENT IN ONE!

Our newly updated Ethics in the Age of
Disruption course satisfies your North
Carolina Elective requirement, as well as
the NAR Ethics requirement! Classes are
open now! can choose between
livestream ciassrooms.

SUPERIOR

SCHOOL oF REAL ESTATE

SuperiorSchoolNC.com
877.944.4260

Your comfort
is our top priority

» Real estate inspections
» Expertly trained technicians
» Fair, professional and fast

"Dave Barch and his team are top
notch. | will never call another HVAC
professional in the Charlotte area
again. You can expect great service,
communication, professionalism and
a fair price. Very happy we called
them!" -- Cody Caulder, Google
review

dave barch
704-777-9981

HVAC installation, repair and maintenance

16 - November 2024

Show Your Clients

Lock & Leave Living

with Epcon Communities

Your Clients Enjoy the Ease of the Holidays.

THE COURTYARDS AT HODGES FARM
4100 Back Creek Church Road, Charlotte, NC 28213

S, EPCON

COMMUNITIES

A Simply Luxurious Lifesowle

We Handle the Yard Work.

HOCORESYILLE
o THE COURTYARDS ON ROBINSON CHURCH o -
55+ Actrve Lifestyle Contmtenaty e i
7800 Robinson Church Road. Harrisburg, NC 28075 - st
" HUMTERSYILLE
THE COURTYARDS AT LAKE DAVIDSON i concane
55+ Actroe Lajesivie Commmmunity - L]
145 Bridges Farm Road, Mooresville, NC 28115 & . AT AT
THE COURTYARDS AT QUAIL PARK x o o
55+ Actyve Lifestvle Compmninity = “ il N "
8612 Fairview Road, Mint Hill, NC 28227 w
CHARLOTTE o

Introd ur client 2 1

dppemnie oEEse Discover

their new Epcon home today. ¢

Low-Maintenance STALRES
EPCOnCharlatte-cnm Charlotte-Area THOTAM TRATL
704.275.3284 Communities wesiky cuapny
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EMPOWERING GENERATIONS

In the ever-evolving world of real estate, certain individuals stand out not just for their

sales figures but for their stories, passion, and the values they bring to the table. Sierra

Garren, a solo agent with Keller Williams Connected, is a rising star. Sierra’s journey

into real estate is as compelling as the homes she helps her clients discover.

Creating a Firm Ground

Sierra’s journey is one of resilience and determination.

Born and raised in Clover, South Carolina, she was one of
five children in a single-parent household. With her father
incarcerated and her mother struggling to find stable work,
Sierra learned the value of hard work early. At 13, she began
working at a local movie store, and by 16, she was balancing
high school with a 30-hour workweek, paying for her own

clothes, car, and braces.

Her drive led her to become the youngest store manager at

a nationwide retail company at just 17, achieving the highest
sales on the East Coast. After high school, she continued
working while pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in Business
Management with a minor in Accounting. A job at Dillard’s
led her to meet her husband, a United States Marine, spark-
ing life changes, including marriage and a growing interest in

real estate when they purchased their first home.

Sierra’s real estate career began in March 2022 after
years of working part-time and being encouraged
by her real estate agent. Her passion for real

estate is deeply personal, rooted in her desire

to break the generational chains of poverty that marked her
upbringing. “As I began my journey into real estate, my ‘why’
became crystal clear: it is about breaking the generational
chains that have bound my family for generations,” she says.
“My purpose goes beyond the deals; it’s about rewriting my
family’s narrative,” Sierra explains. “I want my children to
look at me and see a role model who dared to defy the odds.
Real estate is my tool to provide my family a stable and

secure environment and help other families do the same.”

What sets Sierra apart is her genuine care for her clients.
She goes above and beyond to provide a personal experience,
building trust and lasting relationships. “My clients truly
become family to me,” she shares. For Sierra, real estate is
not just about transactions; it’s about making a difference in

people’s lives while building a stable future for her family.

In her first full year as a solo agent with Keller Williams,
Sierra closed 23 transactions totaling $6.8 million, earn-
ing recognition as one of the top 25 agents in her
brokerage. Her 2024 goal is to reach $15 million
in production with 40 transactions, a target she

is on track to achieve.

6699

IT IS ABOUT BREAKING THE GENERATIONAL CHAINS

THAT HAVE BOUND MY FAMILY FOR GENERATIONS.
MY PURPOSE GOES BEYOND THE DEALS; IT'S ABOUT
REWRITING MY FAMILY'S NARRATIVE.

Charlotte Real Producers - 19



Bonding and Belonging

Sierra has been married to her husband,
Raymond Garren, for 12 years, a journey that
began when they met in December 2011 while
he was recruiting for the Marine Corps. Six
months later, they were married, and Sierra left
her hometown behind to begin life as a Marine
wife at Cherry Point Air Station. They have two
daughters, Zoey (10) and Lily (5). Their family
life is often centered around the softball and
soccer fields, but they also cherish traveling and

camping adventures with friends and loved ones.

The Garren family is rounded out by three dogs:
Copper, a rescue they’ve had since they got
married, and Ella and Finley, two Labradoodles
they adopted after losing their family Lab, Daisy.
Although Sierra and Raymond once fostered
dogs through Lucky Labs in Charlotte, they decided to focus
on their growing family and now enjoy the companionship of

their three furry friends.

When Sierra isn’t working, which her friends might joke
is her main hobby, she loves spending time with her family

and friends and exploring food and coffee spots around the

6699

REMEMBER, REAL ESTATE

IS A PEOPLE BUSINESS.
FOCUS ON BUILDING GENUINE
RELATIONSHIPS, AND THE
BUSINESS WILL FOLLOW.

ad

20 - November 2024

Charlotte area. Mornings often find her at the gym, where
she kicks off her day with a workout. She also enjoys pam-
pering days that involve facials, coffee, and relaxing at home

with movies and her loved ones.

Sierra’s commitment to her community is evident in her
involvement with local charities. She enjoys giving back,
mainly through back-to-school events where she collects
and donates supplies to local schools, bringing the commu-

nity together to help kids in need.

Looking Into the Future

As Sierra reflects on her journey, she is guided by the
belief, “You define your own life. Don’t let other people
write your script.” This mindset has fueled both her
personal and professional success. To her, success means
more than just building a thriving real estate business;
it’s about creating a stable, nurturing environment for
her family and empowering others to achieve their

dreams through homeownership.

Looking ahead, Sierra hopes to be a positive role model

for her daughters, Zoey and Lily. She wants to show them
that anything is possible with hard work and authenticity.
Professionally, Sierra aims to build a recognizable brand in
real estate that her daughters could one day take over, allow-
ing her to retire debt-free by 50. She also envisions creating
more affordable housing developments, a goal that reflects

her commitment to making a difference in her community.

In her advice to aspiring top producers, Sierra empha-
sizes the importance of authenticity and perseverance.
“Remember, real estate is a people business. Focus on
building genuine relationships, and the business will follow.
Success doesn’t come overnight, so be prepared to put in

the work and stay committed to your goals.”
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Schedule an estimate, or book our services today!

‘Mary Beth is a superb partner in helping my sellers prepare their homes for an excellent market-ready
appearance. We receive so many positive comments from potential buyers who see houses she has staged. ~ Mary Beth Francisco, ASPM ® , LHS ™, [SC ™
We are comfortable taking the list price to the maximum if Mary Beth has staged the house because we Deepti K. Nayyar, ASP ® , LHS ™

know the house will show to its best advantage. As a real estate agent, | know | can count on Mary Beth to (704) 661-9397

respond quickly and deliver beyond expectations for the benefit of my clients." Jane Grosse avenuesstageanddesign.com
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—— . Ripples of Change: Stephen Gift
Giving Back Special Issue: 6 Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: Stephen Gift’s commitment to

charitable activities was profoundly shaped by a family
illness. “My sister’s battle with leukemia over seven years
pushed me to get involved in charity work,” he shares.

A Personal Connection: Stephen’s first experience

with charity work is a deeply personal story. His
sister’s fight against leukemia and her eventual passing
motivated him to contribute to causes that focus on

finding a cure. “It’s a long story, but watching her
struggle and knowing there was more that could

be done sparked my drive to make a difference.”

- - s -
——— Y - ' . )
“ -? — ! . - -~ Current Charitable Involvement: Stephen is actively
& - - -
A P ¥ | |- - - involved with several organizations, including
1 t"'-.

the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS), the
" - MS Society, and the Alzheimer’s Association.

Memorable Moments: One of Stephen’s proudest

- ' moments came when he was able to dedicate a research
t - project in honor of his sister, Lauren Gift. “Being able
. d to contribute in her name is incredibly rewarding.”
= k ﬁ - . Balancing Career with Charity: Balancing his
A / real estate career and charitable commitments
I is no easy feat for Stephen. “You have to overlap

them and sometimes overextend yourself,” he

admits, but the cause makes it all worthwhile.

Fi . a
- . . Most Rewarding Aspect: For Stephen, the most
gratifying part of his charity work is seeing the tangible
impact it has. “Raising funds for research and knowing
it’s in Lauren’s name—it’s a small way to keep her
- memory alive and contribute to something bigger.”
Influence on Real Estate Career: Stephen
acknowledges that while his charitable work hasn’t
directly influenced his real estate career, it has
deepened his perspective on life and purpose. his sister is remembered. “I want people to
remember Lauren Gift, not just for her battle with
Proud Achievements: One standout charitable leukemia, but for the strength she showed.”
project for Stephen was a recent ZZS fundraiser,
where he and his team raised over $50,000. A Motto to Live By: Stephen holds close a verse that
Charlotte Real Producers is proud to highlight the inspiring stories of agents who are not only leaders in real “That was a major milestone,” he reflects. his late sister connected with during her life: Proverbs
estate but also in their communities. These individuals have gone above and beyond in their charitable efforts, 31:25 —"She is clothed with strength and dignity,
dedicating their time, resources, and hearts to causes that make a real difference. From supporting local Motivation to Give Back: Stephen’s greatest and she laughs without fear of the future.” It serves
organizations to creating lasting change, they exemplify what it means to give back. We are honored to share their motivation to continue giving back is the memory of as a guiding light for his charitable endeavors.
journeys and celebrate their commitment to making the world a better place, one act of kindness at a time. his sister Lauren. “It’s all for her,” he says simply.
How You Can Help: To support the Leukemia &
Thank you for your dedication and for showing that real impact comes from caring for others! Legacy and Motivation: When it comes to legacy, Lymphoma Society, visit LLS.org for more information

Stephen hopes that his work will ensure that on how to contribute to the fight against blood cancer.
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Ripples of Change: Greg Macaluso

10 Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: Greg Macaluso’s journey
into charitable work was deeply personal,
sparked by his daughter Penelope’s cancer
diagnosis. “To know you are part of making a
difference in lives and helping build a brighter

future is truly what it’s all about,” he shares.

A Personal Connection: Greg’s charitable

work is driven by his family’s experience with
blood cancers. Penelope was diagnosed with
leukemia on June 17, 2020, and after two years
of treatments, her fight continues with monthly
blood draws and monitoring. “Watching her

go through this was so hard for our family,
especially during COVID with such uncertainty.
But my little girl is pure inspiration,” Greg says.
His involvement with the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society (LLS) is a deeply personal mission

to advance life-saving research and improve

treatments for others battling similar diseases.

Memorable Moments: In 2023, Greg was
honored as a Visionary of the Year for LLS,
earning the ‘23 National Patient Education &
Support VOY Mission Pillar award. “Seeing
how our efforts are having a direct impact

on advancements in cancer treatments

keeps us humble and grateful,” he reflects.
These accomplishments remind Greg of the
importance of his ongoing work, not just for
his family but for all those affected by cancer.

Balancing Charity with Career: Greg finds

it challenging but rewarding to balance

his real estate career with his charitable
work. “It’s like working two jobs,” he jokes
but credits his supportive community for
making it easier to merge his professional
and charitable commitments through event

planning and community gatherings.

Proud Achievements: Running for Visionary
of the Year in 2023 is one of Greg’s proudest
charitable accomplishments. His involvement
brought together different groups from

his life and community, uniting them

under a common cause—making a lasting

impact on cancer research and support.

A Message to Others: Greg encourages
fellow real estate professionals to
participate in charitable activities. “We
(realtors) are the voices of our community.
If not us, then who?” he asks. His advice
is simple: just ask. “People are more

willing to help than you might think.”

Legacy and Motivation: Greg’s ultimate
goal is to help find a cure for cancer and
reduce treatment side effects, so it’s not
just about survival—it’s about thriving. His
daughter Penelope and his family continue

to be his greatest source of motivation.

How You Can Help: To support
Macaluso Family mission with the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society,

visit www.thepowerofplls.com.

Ripples of Change: Zach Ligon

15 Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: Zach
Ligon’s passion for giving back
is rooted in his love for helping

others. However, it was the

moment he became a father that

truly solidified his dedication
to charitable work. “Our family
loves to help other families and

children in need,” he shares.

A Personal Connection: Zach’s
first impactful experience with
charity work was attending
Claire’s Army Gala. Hearing
the heartfelt stories of families
facing childhood cancer opened
his eyes to the profound
impact the organization was
making. “The work they do

is incredible, and we knew

we had to be a part of it.”

Current Charitable
Involvement: Zach actively
supports both Claire’s Army
and Go Jen Go, dedicating

his time and efforts to these
organizations that provide aid

to families in critical situations.

Balancing Career with Charity:
Balancing his professional
career with his charitable
commitments is essential for
Zach. “Our community is at the
core of everything we do, and
we make it a priority to give

back to those who support us.”

Proud Achievements: One of
Zach’s proudest moments came
from organizing the first annual
Community Heroes Festival, a
family-friendly event that raised
over $30,000 for Claire’s Army.
“It was a great event that we plan

to continue every year,” he says.

Rewarding Experiences: The
most rewarding aspect of

Zach’s involvement in charity

work is seeing families
overcome their battles with
cancer and knowing that

he played a small part in
that fight. “There’s nothing
more fulfilling than being

a part of their journey.”

Impact on Real Estate Career:

Charity work is deeply
intertwined with Zach’s

real estate career. “It’s
integrated into our daily
routine—getting out in the
community and volunteering

is just part of who we are.”

Advice to Others: Zach
encourages real estate
professionals to find a
cause they are passionate
about. “Make it a part of

your business and daily life.
The rewards go far beyond
what you might expect.”

Legacy and Motivation: Zach
hopes to see the Community
Heroes Festival continue to
grow and thrive long after
his involvement. “It’s a fun
event for a great cause, and I
want it to become something

that lives on beyond me.”

A Quote to Live By: “Control
the Controllables.”

How You Can Help: To
support Claire’s Army and

its mission to help families
facing childhood cancer, visit
www.clairesarmy.org to make

a donation or get involved.
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Ripples of Change: Aubrey Grier

23 Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: Aubrey
Grier’s commitment to charitable
work stems from a deep need to
give back to her community. “It’s
not just about success in business,”
she explains, “it’s about using

that success to uplift others.”

A Personal Connection: One of
Aubrey’s most impactful experiences
was co-founding Hope for Holt,

a 501(c)(3) organization aimed

at raising funds for research on
Cystinosis, a rare disease her
nephew was diagnosed with. “We
raised close to $1 million in just
seven years through an annual
gala,” she recalls. The funds went
directly to the Cystinosis Research
Foundation, which is now in the
final stages of finding a cure. “It
showed me that when people
come together with passion, they

can make a real difference.”

Current Charitable Involvement:
Aubrey is actively involved with the
Homeowners Impact Fund (HIF), an

organization focused on collective

giving within the real estate industry

to support
Charlotte’s
homeless
population. “We
want to give
back to those
who need homes
but can’t access

our services.”

Balancing Career
with Charity:

As a board
member of the Homeowners Impact Fund,
Aubrey integrates charity into her professional
life. “This year, we’re hosting our first annual
benefit to bring the real estate community
together to support our homeless neighbors.

It’s about creating change as an industry.”

Most Rewarding Aspect: Aubrey’s most fulfilling
part of her charity work is seeing what can be
accomplished when people unite. “Working

towards a shared goal can truly change lives.”

Influence on Real Estate Career: Aubrey’s charitable
work has given her a broader perspective on the
housing industry. “The real estate market is tough
for buyers right now, but an entire population

isn’t even able to participate in the market. We

have to remember those who are struggling.”

Integrating Business with Charity: The Homeowners
Impact Fund is specifically designed to connect the
success of the real estate industry with charitable
giving. “If everyone who benefits from this industry
contributes a little—whether it’s realtors, builders,

lenders, or attorneys—we can give a lot.”

Proud Achievements: Aubrey is incredibly proud
of Hope for Holt and its impact on Cystinosis
research, and she’s excited about the upcoming

Homeowners Impact Fund benefit in November.

Motivation to Give Back: Aubrey believes that
homelessness is often just a result of one
life-altering event, such as a lost paycheck

or a divorce. “The divide between those with
homes and those without is smaller than most

people realize. It could happen to anyone.”
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Advice to Others: Aubrey encourages other real
estate professionals to give back. “It feels good

to use your success to make a difference.”

Encouraging Others to Participate: Aubrey
spreads the word about HIF, noting that everyone
can contribute in their own way. “We’re not
asking anyone to give up their other charitable
passions; we just want to remind the people

in our industry to think about those who can’t

access our services the traditional way.”

Legacy and Motivation: Aubrey hopes to
leave behind a legacy of full-circle success,
where professional achievements go hand in

hand with giving back to the community.

A Motto to Live By: While Aubrey doesn’t have

a specific quote, she believes in making charity
work a lifelong commitment. “It’s not about doing
everything all at once; it’s about doing what you

can when you can. It’s a journey, not a sprint.”

How You Can Help: To support the Homeowners
Impact Fund and its mission to help Charlotte’s
homeless, visit www.homeownersimpactfund.org

for donation opportunities and more information.

HOME INSPECTIONS!

/’\ FREE 120 DAY WARRANTY
A - RECENVEYOUR REPORT N
- LESS THAN 24 HOURS

N Nsn RREMIUM - 00 ohrISFACTION GUARANTEE

"Mahogany Inspections always provides a
detailed and comprehensive report to help my
clients make important decisions regarding their
home purchase. Preston was informative and
easy to work with,"

- Vaughn H.

PRESTON SMITH
General Manager
BOOK 24/7 @ WWW.MPHINSPECT.COM

(704) 883-5053

QUICK & STRESS-FRrREE
- JUNK REMOVAL

"Very responsive. They got the job done in one
day! | recommend them to my clients and will be
using them again.”

- Austin Hadden, Real Estate Agent,

Jay White Group, Keller Williams Realty

CALL FOR A
FREE QUOTE!
(704) 315-9687

GriffinHaulingAndRemoval@gmail.com
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Ripples of Change: Ashley Cameron

10+ Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: Ashley Cameron’s
motivation to give back is rooted in her deep desire

to help animals. “My passion for animals has

always driven me to make a difference,” she shares.

A Personal Connection: Ashley began
volunteering with animal rescue organizations
before attending law school, a commitment
she has continued ever since. “The experience
of helping animals in need stuck with me, and

it’s something I've integrated into my life.”

Current Charitable Involvement: Ashley
actively supports various animal rescues,
dedicating her time and efforts to helping

save and rehabilitate animals in need.

Balancing Charity with Career: Ashley
seamlessly blends her professional

real estate career with her charitable
work. “I’ve found a way to combine both
passions,” she says, emphasizing how

interconnected they’ve become in her life.

Proud Achievements: One of Ashley’s
proudest charitable projects is Bark

in the Park, an annual event she hosts
to raise funds for animal rescues and
encourage adoptions. “It’s an incredible
event that brings people in the real
estate industry and the community

together to support a great cause.”

Impact on Career: Hosting Bark in the
Park has allowed Ashley to engage
with fellow real estate professionals
while contributing to a cause she cares
about. “It’s not only a fun event but
also a meaningful way to bring people

together for a common purpose.”

Legacy and Motivation: For Ashley, seeing
the positive impact her efforts have on
both the rescue organizations and the
animals they save is deeply rewarding.
“It’s amazing to see the difference we can
make, and knowing that it helps make our

community better keeps me motivated.”

A Message to Others: Ashley encourages
fellow real estate professionals to get
involved in charitable activities. “Do it. It’s a
lot of work, but the sense of accomplishment

you feel is worth every minute.”

Encouraging Participation: Each
year, Ashley invites her colleagues
and clients to participate in Bark in
the Park, creating an inclusive space
for everyone to get involved and

support animal rescue efforts.

How You Can Help: To support Ashley’s
charitable work, consider participating
in or donating to local animal rescues
or attending her Bark in the Park

event to contribute to the cause.

Ripples of Change: Tyler Bullock of Motivation Mortgage

3 Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back:
Tyler Bullock, founder
of Motivation Mortgage,
believes that giving
back is an integral part
of success. “I've always
enjoyed giving back. I
feel very fortunate to
have found the success
I have in life, and I want
to use that success to

help as many people

as I can,” he says.

A Personal Connection: The charitable organizations
Tyler supports are deeply personal to him. Motivation
Mortgage donates to both ALS research and breast
cancer awareness. “Some of my team members lost
some close friends to ALS, and supporting research
to find a cure is a cause close to our hearts. We

also support breast cancer awareness, as we’ve

seen firsthand the impact of this disease.”

Balancing Charity with Career: Tyler seamlessly
integrates charitable work into his business. “I try

to incorporate them so that I don’t need to balance

it. As a company, we donate to charities and host a

major fundraiser every year for ALS research. We also

sponsor a breast cancer awareness golf tournament.

Most Rewarding Aspect: For Tyler, the most rewarding

aspect of being involved in charities is knowing the

impact of their efforts. “Being
around people who have first-hand
experience with the diseases that
the charities we work with support,
I know how much the money we’re
able to raise helps people afflicted

with those conditions,” he reflects.

Proud Achievements: Tyler takes
immense pride in Motivation
Mortgage’s annual ALS Benefit.
“Our biggest project is a crawfish
boil, which is entirely sponsor-
funded so that 100% of donations go
directly to ALS research. Knowing
we are helping in the fight to find

a cure is incredibly rewarding.”

A Message to Others: For Tyler,

giving back is about leaving a positive
impact. “I want to leave the world

a better place than I found it, and
this work is how I can do that,”

he shares. He encourages other
professionals to get involved: “Find
something personal to you and go

out there and do it. Don’t be afraid to
start small—every little bit helps!”

Legacy and Motivation: Tyler’s
motivation to continue giving comes
from his desire to make a lasting
difference. “Knowing people who
have experienced the impact of
ALS and breast cancer firsthand,

I know how important it is to

support these causes,” he reflects.

How You Can Help: To support

ALS research, visit
https://donate.als.org. Your
donations help bring hope to those
affected by this devastating disease.
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Ripples of Change: Preston Sandlin

28 Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: For Preston Sandlin,
the motivation to get involved in charitable
activities stems from a heartfelt desire

to leave the world better than he found

it. “I want to make a positive impact and

inspire others to do the same,” he shares.

A Personal Connection: Preston’s first
experience with charity work took place
during his college years when his fraternity
raised money to buy toys for underprivileged
children. “I was one of the Santa Clauses who
delivered gifts just days before Christmas,” he
recalls. “Seeing the joy on those kids’ faces,
many of whom were living in dire situations,
was unforgettable. In that moment, I realized

how powerful a small act of kindness can be.”

Current Charitable Involvement: Through

Home Inspection Carolina, Preston

actively supports numerous organizations,

including The Humane Society, Cindy’s
Hope Chest, the Charlotte Food Bank,

the American Cancer Society, Susan G.
Komen, and Mental Health America, among
others. His commitment to giving back is

woven into the fabric of his business.

Balancing Charity with Career: For
Preston, charitable contributions are
integral to Home Inspection Carolina’s
marketing strategy. Inspired by the model
of Toms Shoes, he believes that blending
business with philanthropy creates a win-

win scenario for everyone involved.

Proud Achievements: One of Preston’s proudest
moments was when he paid all his inspectors
for a day so they could volunteer for Realtor
Care Day. “All of our charitable projects matter
to me,” he emphasizes. “Every effort counts,

and I believe they contribute to a greater good.”

Can
society

Legacy and Motivation: Motivated by a desire to set
a good example for his children, Preston hopes to
leave behind a legacy of kindness and compassion.
“I want my kids to experience the best version of
themselves and to understand the importance of
giving back,” he states. His mantra, “Leave it better

than you found it,” encapsulates his life philosophy.

A Message to Others: For real estate professionals
looking to get involved in charitable activities,
Preston advises, “Just do it. Helping others

not only supports those in need, but it can also
lift your own spirits.” He believes that acts of
kindness can help combat feelings of depression

and encourage a more positive outlook on life.

Encouraging Participation: To inspire his
colleagues and clients to engage in charitable
initiatives, Preston leads by example. He believes
that demonstrating his commitment to giving

back encourages others to follow suit.

Favorite Quote: Preston’s guiding principle
is simple yet profound: “Leave it better than
you found it.” This motto serves as a constant

reminder of his mission to make a difference.

Artistic Contributions: In addition to his charitable
efforts, Preston is also an artist and has generously
donated many of his paintings for charitable auctions.
His creativity extends beyond the canvas as he seeks

to support those in need through various avenues.

How You Can Help: To join Preston in making a
difference, consider supporting your local charities
or initiatives that resonate with you. Every

small effort contributes to the greater good.

BRIGMON'’S

CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Eric Brigman ond Bryan Brigmon

process.

General Contractor

A% yOur Iinlung COnStrucion
portnar, we spacialize in both
residantial and commencial
prajects, Our diverse range ol
services ensunes that we meat
your unique needs while
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throughout every phass ol the

GetIn Touch Today!

© (803) 81B-134

@ EricBrigmong@gmailcom
@ @BigmonsConstructionlls

»\

Monica Burke
336.345.1482

534 West John St
Mathews, NC 28105

ncfbins.com/monica.burke

NCSVBB44174 *North Carolina Farm Bureau® Mutual Insurance Co. *Farm Bureau® Insurance of North Carolina, Inc.
*Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Co., Jackson, MS *An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association
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Auto-Home- Life- Health - Bank ®
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Ripples of Change: Holly LaMonica,
Head of Charities at The Burris Group

4 Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: Holly LaMonica’s
journey into charitable work began with a
call for help from the Mayor of Tega Cay, the
husband of Linda O’Neal (ReMax Executive
Agent). “He asked if T could lead an event to
raise Christmas gifts for local families, and I
was honored to take on the challenge. I was
scared to fail, but it has since grown into a

staple event for the community,” she shares.

A Personal Connection: Holly’s first major
experience with charity work was taking
over a dormant event. “It had been let go
before I came on board, and reviving it was
a challenge. But seeing the impact it made

motivated me to push even harder.”

Current Charitable Work: Holly now organizes
two annual events through The Burris Group.
One is Pack The Back, which raises school
supplies for local children and also for the
teachers’ needs and supplies for the years.
Her pride and joy is Zoys for Happiness, an

event dedicated to collecting unwrapped

Christmas gifts for local families in need.

Memorable Moments: One particularly

touching memory for Holly was during the 7th
year of organizing Pack The Back Poker Run,
where the community came together more

for the cause than the fun. “We raised more
money and items than ever before. People are
attending for the right reasons! One year for
Toys for Happiness, we set out to collect bikes.
‘We managed to raise nearly 20 bikes on top
of our regular toy donations. After all, what’s

Christmas without a bike under the tree?”

Balancing Charity and Career: Holly has

found ways to integrate her charitable work
with her career in real estate. “The Burris
Group by Cherie Burris sponsors all of my
events. We have other agents in our office

who donate their time and resources to

help make these events successful. I've even
partnered with local businesses, like The Frick

Firm, to sponsor many of our initiatives.”

The Most Rewarding Aspect: “Watching
people from all walks of life come together
for a common good is incredibly rewarding.
We’re not just helping those in need—we’re

strengthening our community in the process.”

Impact on Her Real Estate Career: Holly’s
charitable work has influenced her approach

to real estate. “It’s taught me the importance of
helping everyone, whether it’s a big listing or

something smaller. Everyone deserves help.”

Proud Achievements: One of Holly’s proudest

projects is Zoys for Happiness. “It’s not just about
collecting toys. With the money raised from raffle
tickets, I get to take my children shopping to fulfill

Christmas wish lists for other kids. Recently,

we partnered with a local school to support

families in our district. Knowing we’re making a

difference close to home is incredibly touching.”

Motivation to Give Back: Holly’s motivation
comes from her children. “They learn so
much from these events. Many of the kids we
help will eventually attend school with mine.
If I can teach my kids to give and love while

helping their future peers, I feel complete.”

A Message to Others: Holly encourages other
real estate professionals to get involved.
“Donations are great, but giving your time is just

as valuable, if not more. Every little bit helps.”

Inspiring Participation: Holly leads by example,
and her colleagues and clients naturally
follow. “Haha, they all help me! I couldn’t

do it without their time and energy.”

Legacy and Values: Holly hopes to leave behind
a legacy of community values. “It’s all about

teaching our children the true value of giving.”

A Guiding Quote: Holly’s favorite motto is: “What might

seem small to you could be someone else’s everything!”

How You Can Help: Join The Burris Group at the

Toy for Happiness Golf Cart Poker Run, which will

be held on December 9th. For more information,

you can email Holly at HDLaMonica@gmail.com.

With access to more compahies than other independent
agents, | can shop the market to ensure your most
valuable possessions are properly protected.

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY!

Dimitri J. Apostle, Agency Owner

704-218-6000

Dimitri.Apostle@Brightway.com
BrightwaylnsuranceCharlotte.com
@ @BrightwayDimitriApostle

Home ¢ Auto ¢ Flood Brightway -

Commercial e Life INSURANCE

MOn is to do the right thing, no matter w
be different from other crawlspace companies by al

I
FOUNDATION & WATERPROOFING CQ
» Foundation Repair = Structural Repair
= Vapor Barrier Install = Crawlspace Encapsulation

= Internal/External French Drains = Moisture Control
= Basement Waterproofing = Air Systems

Reach out to us! (704) 650-1910
CharlotteCrawlspaceWaterproofing.com

Michael Messana
Owner/Operator
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Ripples of Change: Perry Silver

10 Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: Perry Silver’s
commitment to charitable activities
stems from the lessons instilled by

his parents. “My parents ensured that
my sister and I understood how lucky
we had it growing up. Having a strong
empathetic core helps me when dealing
with clients and their inevitable ups

and downs,” he shares.

A Personal Connection: Perry’s first
experience with charity work occurred
at 13 when he volunteered with the

NYC charity Midnight Run. “We left our
church at 11 PM on a Friday and spent
four hours driving across Manhattan,
hand-delivering food and clothes directly
to the unhoused. My perspective was
immediately altered; I had passed these
tent cities for years, never thinking about
the people calling them home.”

Current Involvement: Perry’s
philanthropic efforts are extensive.

He recently returned from Asheville,
where he helped Samaritan’s Purse
with disaster relief. He actively works
with local charities, such as Youth
Villages, Family Forward Charlotte, and
Roof Above. Perry and his brokerage,
Dickens Mitchener Real Estate, are
heavily involved with The Homeowner’s

Impact Fund, providing urgent needs

to Charlotte’s unhoused population.
Additionally, he is the 2024 Main
Sponsor for Charlotte City Tennis

(Charlotte’s leader in public tennis
instruction) and just purchased benches
for all the courts in Freedom Park. As the
Alumni Liaison for UNC-Chapel Hill’s
Department of Dramatic Arts, Perry
raises awareness for the department’s

needs, including scholarships and

fundraising projects. He also
hopes to support his old
summer camp, Falling Creek
Camp, with its scholarship
program. Furthermore, he
chairs Canopy’s Marketing Group, promoting CANOPY’s

Housing Foundation and its impactful work.

Memorable Moments: One of Perry’s recent impactful
experiences involved spending a day volunteering to help
those affected by Hurricane Helene. “At the end of the day,
I was dirty, exhausted, and starving. But I also knew I was
returning to my warm home in Charlotte, NC. It’s always

good to gain extra perspective on how fortunate I am.”

Balancing Charity with Career: Perry finds that his
charitable commitments enhance his professional
relationships. “I think my clients appreciate that I care
about my community. If I can care passionately about
helping strangers, my clients can assume I’ll also care

passionately about helping them.”

Proud Achievements: One of Perry’s proudest moments
was working with my 2023 CANOPY Leadership Academy
classmates to convince our Board of Directors to donate
$30,000 towards Families Forward Charlotte. That
organization does so much with so little. It was thrilling to

see their faces when we presented that check!

Legacy and Motivation: Perry’s legacy goal is simple yet
profound: “I just want my son to be proud of me. I hope he

understands the incredible joy of helping someone else.”

A Guiding Quote: “Once in a while, you can get shown
the light, in the strangest of places if you look at it right,”
Perry reflects, highlighting the power of perspective in
giving back.

How You Can Help: To support these charitable initiatives,
visit: Youth Villages (youthvillages.org/)

Families Forward Charlotte (familiesforwardcharlotte.org)
Roof Above (roofabove.org)

Homeowner’s Impact Fund (homeownersimpactfund.org)
Falling Creek Camp (fallingcreek.com/giving)

Canopy Housing Foundation (canopyhousingfoundation.org/)

Ripples of Change: Magda Esola
22+ Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: For Magda Esola, giving back is
part of the price we pay for living in this world. “It fills
my heart and soul,” she says, explaining her motivation
to contribute to various causes that impact housing

and education, as well as the fight against hunger.

A Personal Connection: Magda recalls a powerful
experience from last Christmas when she volunteered
at a dinner for the homeless in Charlotte. “There
were round tables with white tablecloths and
beautiful fancy napkins, a live band, and we served a
delicious meal to the homeless.” She had meaningful
conversations with those in attendance, many of whom
shared stories about how they came to be homeless.
Some were veterans, others survivors of divorce or
abuse. “They told me they were born for greatness,”
she recalls, moved by their stories. “I believe we

change the world one conversation at a time.”

Current Charitable Involvements: Magda is actively
involved with several organizations, including

Build On. This year, she will travel to Senegal with
her sister and a group of volunteers to build an
elementary school in a remote village. “We won’t just
be impacting kids’ lives, but generations to come,”

she says. She also supports local food banks and

organizations that provide housing to those in need.

Memorable Moments: One of the
projects Magda is particularly proud
of'is the elementary school she

will be helping build in Senegal. “I
raised $4k from generous donors,”
she shares, excited about the

impact this will have on children
who otherwise wouldn’t have the

opportunity to attend school.

Balancing Career and Charity:
Balancing her real estate career
with charitable work is no easy
task, but Magda manages by living
intentionally and keeping a tight
schedule. “I sacrifice personal
time, but it’s worth it,” she says,
explaining that she views charity

work as a critical part of her life.

Proud Achievements: Magda is also
proud of her work with the Canopy
Realtor Association and its Housing
Foundation, which builds homes for
veterans and organizes charitable

events throughout the year.

A Message to Others: Her advice

to other real estate professionals
who want to get involved in charity
work is simple: “Just do it. It will
make you feel fulfilled and happier.”
Magda believes that her involvement
in charitable causes has made

her a stronger professional and

a more empathetic individual.

Legacy and Motivation: Magda
hopes to be remembered as a role
model who brought about positive
social change. “We get by giving,”
she says, summarizing her mantra

and belief in the power of service.

How You Can Help: To support
Magda’s efforts in Senegal, visit the
Build On fundraiser at
act.buildon.org/fundraiser/5121178.
Although she has reached her
initial fundraising goal, additional
donations will benefit the

adults in the village as well.
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Ripples of Change: Lisa McCrossan

10 Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: Lisa McCrossan
is driven by her love for service and

her commitment to giving back.
“Nothing makes me feel better than

to give back,” she says. Her passion

for helping others has been a core

part of her life since childhood.

A Personal Connection: Lisa’s first foray
into charity work came at the age of 9
when she helped care for babies and
toddlers with Down syndrome at a
swimming pool. That early experience
ignited her lifelong dedication to making
a difference in the lives of others. Today,
she supports several organizations,
including Beds Equals Dreams, Turning
Point, and The Heartest Yard. Her
involvement with Turning Point, a
domestic violence shelter, stems from
personal experience with emotional
abuse in her first marriage, giving

her a deep connection to the cause.

Memorable Moments: One of Lisa’s most

rewarding charitable experiences is

with Beds Equals Dreams, where she
helps build and deliver beds to children
who don’t have one. “The best day is

distributing the beds and seeing how happy the

children are,” she beams. Witnessing the joy
on the children’s faces when they receive their

very first bed is an unforgettable moment.

Balancing Charity with Career: Lisa integrates
her charity work into her professional

life by making it a priority. “If I can’t give
back with my time, I make sure to donate
monetarily,” she explains. She also hosts
charity events like her annual Christmas
ornament exchange party, where guests bring

much-needed donations for Turning Point.

Proud Achievements: Lisa takes pride in

the Christmas ornament exchange party,
combining fellowship with friends and giving
back during the holidays. She’s also started a
family-friendly car show at Longview Country
Club, with proceeds benefiting Turning Point.
“Next year will be our third annual event, and

it’s already a beloved tradition,” she shares.

A Message to Others: Lisa encourages real estate
professionals to find a cause that resonates with
them and commit fully. “Pick something near and

dear to your heart and go all in!” she advises.

Legacy and Motivation: While Lisa humbly believes
she is just “a small cog in the wheel,” she is
motivated by the inspiring work of people like Greg
and Kara Olsen, founders of The Heartest Yard,
and Jessie Lindberg at Turning Point. Supporting
these causes brings joy and fulfillment to her life.

How You Can Help: To support Lisa’s causes, you can
donate to Turning Point at
turningpointnc.org/donate, The Heartest Yard at
receptionsforresearch.org, or Beds Equals Dreams at

harrisonchurch.org/missions/beds-equal-dreams.

At Community One
Insurance, it is personal.
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Ripples of Change: Adam Tennant

2 Years of Giving Back

Inspiration to Give Back: For Adam Tennant,

focusing on impact over income has always

been at the core of his mission. “Before I got

into this business, my goal was to prioritize
how I could make a difference,” he explains.
“God blessed us with the ability to help our
neighbors, and we were excited to have the
opportunity to make a difference.” His faith
and desire to serve have been driving forces
behind his charitable work, prompting him

to take action whenever possible.

A Personal Connection: Adam’s first major
charitable effort came through Operation
Airdrop, where he played a pivotal role in
supporting the Charlotte Metro community
during a time of need. “On September

28, we were asked to run the trucking
operations while Operation Airdrop was

in town helping Western North Carolina
(WNC),” he recalls. Over just six days,

his team helped transport an astonishing
1.5 million pounds of supplies, flying over
400,000 pounds into WNC to support
those affected by the crisis. “Each day was
filled with the impossible task of loading
donations onto our trucks and delivering
them to various drop sites, but it was
incredibly rewarding to see how our efforts

made a tangible difference.”

Balancing Charity with Career: While
balancing his professional life with

charitable efforts has been challenging,

Adam credits his strong management team

i

for allowing him to focus on his charity work.
“Right now, it’s been tricky to make that balance,

but thankfully, we have a strong management
team,” he shares. “I’ve been able to continue
helping the Helene victims while Miracle Movers
remains the best moving company in Charlotte.”
He emphasizes that it takes dedication and
organization to manage both spheres, but the

reward of helping others makes it worthwhile.

Proud Achievements: Among his many
contributions, Adam is particularly proud of his
work with Helene victims. “The joy that comes
from being the hands and feet of Christ
and witnessing the relief on people’s faces
when they receive this vital aid has been
life-changing,” he reflects. His work with
Operation Airdrop has strengthened his
belief in the power of community, showing
him that collective efforts can lead to

incredible outcomes.

A Message to Others: Adam encourages
other real estate professionals to use their

resources and influence for good. “Just

do it,” he advises. “Take care of yourself

first so you can care for others. Find a
cause that resonates with you and use
whatever God has placed in your hands to
bring about change.” By sharing his own
experiences and the joy that comes from
giving back, he hopes to inspire others to

get involved in their communities.

Legacy and Motivation: Adam’s vision for the

future is to equip WNC communities to serve
their neighbors independently. “I hope to leave a
legacy of resilience and empowerment,” he states.
“When we get there, I'll know we played a role in
restoring hope in WNC.” His faith in the resilience
of the people he serves motivates him to continue
giving back, as he sees the incredible strength and

determination of those affected by hardship.

How You Can Help: To support Adam’s ongoing
efforts, donations can be made through “Brian
Ottinger Ministries,” where he continues his work
to deliver generators and heaters to communities
that will be without power for months. “Every
contribution counts,” Adam emphasizes, “and your
support can truly make a difference in the lives of

those who need it most.”
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Ripples of

Change

We proudly highlight real €state professionals and

preferred partners who are making waves through their

charitable efforts. These individuals go beyond the call
of duty, ‘dedicating their time and resources to causes
that matter. Their commitment to giving back creates
ripples of positive change in our community, and we
,are excited to share the impact they are making.

“I volunteer primarily through
my children’s school as the room
parent for all of their classrooms,

at school events and activities,

on lunch duty to give the teachers

breaks, and in other ways; and at
our church, Good Shepherd. I've also
volunteered with Big Brothers Big
Sisters, Crisis Assistance Ministry,
and the Humane Society - all missions
that hold a special place for me.”

— Stefanie Janky, Allen Tate Realtors

“One of my biggest dreams

is to expand REALTORS®
Read into a national program.
We donate books to local

kindergarten students in
Title 1 schools, partnering with
First Book, a literacy nonprofit.”

— Ken Riel, Compass

42 . November 2024

“Every year, our team chooses

a charity to support, and

this year, we decided to

continue our partnership with
Change Please. An incredible

organization, they help survivors

of domestic violence and trafficking by
providing training and job placement.
We're raising $25,000 to build an
on-site daycare for them. As the leader
of an all-female team, I never want my
employees to have to choose between
work or caring for their kids. I offer
maternity leave income and have a
pack-and-play in the office to support
their transition back. It’s not perfect,
but it’s important to me to support their
goals—and I get baby snuggles, too.”
— Alison Alston, eXp Realty

“I give monthly to support
causes in Ethiopia, and we
also support the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society.”

— Patricia Shropshire,

Ivester Jackson Distinctive

Properties - Christie’s International

“I have been involved in
supporting affordable housing
efforts in Charlotte and am
a proud supporter of The

Homeowners Impact Fund,

started by Vicky Mitchener.”

— Anne Stuart Mitchener,

Dickens Mitchener Residential Real Estate

“I regularly help with Habitat
for Humanity and coach
with Team Curry, which
helps young athletes earn

scholarships. I'm proud to

have helped around 50 kids
secure full-ride scholarships.”

— David Wishon, Keller Williams Premier

“Annually, I enjoy cochairing
the fundraising gala for
Braveworks, an organization

that helps women who have

been rescued from the sex

trade, left abusive situations,
were recently released from prison,
or immigrants who have moved to
our area transform from pain to
purpose. I also work with the local
chapter of UNC Chapel Hill alumni
to set up volunteer activities with the
Second Harvest Food Bank, Loaves
and Fishes, and Samaritan’s Feet.”
— Suzanne Cowden,

Corcoran HM Properties

“I donate to many local
charities, and I have been on
the board of Dahlia Grove
this year. Giving back to the

community is something I
prioritize as much as possible.”
— Nadia Meredith, Helen Adams Realty

“Each year, I donate to
Charlotte Family Housing and
support other housing-related

causes. I'm also passionate

about animal welfare. This year,
my donations will be targeted
towards support of Western Carolina.”
— Mary McCloskey, Allen Tate Realtors

“I support Charlotte Clubhouse,
offering a community-based
safe space for people with a
history of mental illness. I'm

also involved with Veterans

Bridge Home, connecting veterans
and their families to the community.”

— Denise Hauser,

Keller Williams Connected

“I am involved with
The Fellows, a charity
mentoring young males in
underserved communities.
I also contribute to
breast cancer research
through Susan G. Komen.”
— Koya Lamar,
Coldwell Banker Realty - Ballantyne

“We support the Susan G.
Komen Foundation and
Levine Children’s Hospital.
I also sponsor charity

events like school supply

drives and toy collections for
low-income families in Tega Cay, SC.”

— Cherie Burris, RE/MAX Executive

“I serve on the leadership
board of Mitchell’s Fund,
which supports children
and families facing terminal
diagnoses. I'm proud to
help lighten their burden
through therapy and resources.”
— Rachel Cost, David Hoffman Realty

“I support the American
Cancer Society, St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital, and
Operation Christmas Child.

I also support missionary

work in Peru and Ghana.

Additionally, I support Brookstone

School (brookstoneschools.

org/about/) in Charlotte, a non-

profit school partnering with
under-resourced families.”

— Suzette Gray,

Coldwell Banker Realty - Ballantyne
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“I participate in charity events
for Help Pregnancy Center,
which supports people with
unplanned pregnancies,

and Per Scholas, which

provides free tech training and

job placement for minority adults.”
— Jeff Ciulla, RE/MAX Executive

“I support the Charlotte
Youth Coalition (CYC),
a nonprofit helping first-

generation college students,

and I am also active in my
daughter’s school community,
Providence Day School.”

— Tiffany White, Corcoran HM Properties

“At NextHome Paramount,
giving back is at the heart
of everything we do. We’re

passionate about supporting

our community through local
events that bring people together

and make a tangible impact. We believe
that building a stronger community
starts with caring for those around us.
As a board member of the NextHome
Disaster Relief Foundation, I help lead
efforts across the country. From boots-
on-the-ground assistance to organizing
supply drives and providing financial aid,
we support families and communities in
their times of need. This is how we live
our ‘Humans Over Houses’ mentality
every day. #NextHomeStrong”

— Jayme Downey, NextHome Paramount

“I am involved with local
charities such as Families
Forward Charlotte and

Common Heart.”

— Logan Abrams, Realty
ONE Group Revolution

44 . November 2024

“I support mental health
awareness through Movember
and helped start a scholarship
fund in honor of a friend

who passed away.”

— Anthony DiGioia,
Century 21 DiGioia Realty

“I have served on the
board for The Charity
League of Charlotte,
which works with Title I

schools. I'm also involved

with Go Jen Go, a breast
cancer foundation in Charlotte.”

— Kirstan Hamilton, Coldwell Banker

“I am passionate about
affordable housing and
support Rebuilding Together

of Greater Charlotte. We repair

homes at no cost to help families
stay in their generational homes.”

— Andy Dameron,

Keller Williams SouthPark

“I support Hope at The Lake,
which benefits charities
such as Cool Kids, Kindness
Closet, and Rainbow Kidz

in the Lake Norman area.”

— Micaela Brewer,

Trump International Realty

“I volunteer as a board
member for the Slavic
Business Association,
providing resources and
development opportunities
to Slavic leaders in Charlotte.”
— Christina Chubachuk, Akin Realty LLC
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HERE TO SERVE

Specmllzmg in Realty Legal Services, Residential
and Commercial Closings and More!

RSy r e

My mom has always said to me, even from a young age, "You are
blessed fo be a blessing unfo others." | never knew what that
meant until a few years ago. Hejirika Law, PLLC is here to use the
skills and knowledge obtained over the years to help guide your
client through the legal side of their residential fransaction.

SOLOMON HEJIRIKA JR.  [g]Hi[gE]
(980) 580-2260

Please send conftracts to: o
contracts@hejirikalaw.com [ |
1100 Kenilworth Ave., Ste. 215

WEBSITE Disclaimer: Information based on Canopy MLS closed data as of October 7, 2024, for residential sales from January 1, 2024, to Sept 30, 2024, in the
Charlotte H EJ l RI I<A LAW Charlotte metropolitan area. Numbers not reported to the MLS by the date the information is retrieved are not included. MLS is not responsible for
©) @TheClosingAttorney submitting this data. Some teams may report data under an individual agent’s MLS ID.

Philippians 2:3-4
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Let's Bring Your Client Home

Costner Law has 6 locations in the Charlotte Metro area. Our branch teams strive to
build authentic relationships with Realtors. We are here to be a resource for all of your
residential real estate needs.

COSTNER

LAW

Give us a call to learn more about how
we will provide a great closing experience
for you and your clients.

(980) 219-7637
info@CLOsource.com
CostnerLaw.com

Access Instant Title Quotes, (=] 5, =]
Seller Net Sheets, 'E
Buyer Estimates & More =
\/

South Charlotte — University — Belmont — Concord — Mooresville — Indian Trail
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PALADIN LAW

Committed to conducting smooth and
hassle-free real estate transactions, our
experienced team is here to efficiently and
effectively handle all of your real estate needs.

Angela D. Berland M. Brien Bowlin, Jr.

Partner Partner

980.216.8750 » PaladinLawNC.com

Our personalized service ensures a seamless
closing experience every step of the way.
Let us assist with your next transaction!

8015 West Kenton Circle, Suite 110, Huntersville

Closings@PaladinLawNC.com
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