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1818 W Pinbook R, Ste. 100
Lafavette, LA 70505
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Real Estate Closings

PRIME
TITLE

OLSON & O'NEILL | Attorneys at Law

PREFERRED PARTNERS

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate.

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

BUILDER

Manuel Builders

(337) 981-5315
www.manuelbuilders.com

CUSTOM BUILDER

Krewe Construction

(337) 806-9589
www.kreweconstruction.com

FITNESS - GROUP CLASSES
F45 Lafayette

(337) 252-0016
f45training.com/studio/
lafayettela

FLOORING

Floor & Decor

(404) 471-1634
www.flooranddecor.com

HOME INSPECTION
Acadiana Home Inspectors
(337) 326-5772
www.acadiana
homeinspect.com

INSURANCE

Core Insurance Solutions
(337) 267-7963
coreinsurancela.com

Goosehead Insurance
Garet Berry

(337) 504-7714
www.goosehead.com/
garet-berry

INSURANCE SERVICES
Shield 365 Insurance
(337) 573-0675
www.shield
365insurance.com

MORTGAGE / LENDER
American South Mortgage
(985) 447-9890
www.MyAmSouth.com

Cross Country Mortgage
(337) 806-9940
www.ccm.com

Edge Mortgage
(337) 230-1538
www.edgemortgageloan.com

GMFS Mortgage
(337) 456-3580
www.gmfsmortgage.com/Mimi

Terry McBride of

Reliant Mortgage

(337) 294-0252
www.reliantacadiana.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Standard Mortgage
(337) 362-0106
www.stanmor.com

PHOTOGRAPHER |

REAL ESTATE MEDIA
Cajun Virtual Tours

(337) 654-0904
www.cajunvirtualtours.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/

VIDEO PRODUCTION
CBC Content Co.

(337) 680-0360
www.capturedbychloe.com

PRIVATE PARTY VENUE
Esprit de Coeur

(985) 258-7567
www.espritdecoeur.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Priority Reaux Property
Management

(337) 202-0678
www.priorityreauxla.com

TITLE COMPANY
AMO Title

(337) 706-9266
www.amotitle.com

Bradley Moreau Title
(337) 990-4333
www.bradleymoreau.com

Lalande Title
(337) 446-0790
www.lalandetitle.com

Prime Title Torian Law
(337) 235-0047 (337) 534-8300
www.primetitle.net www.torian-law.com

Southern Compass Title Turnkey Title
(337) 333-7626 www.turnkeytitle
www.SoCoTitle.com andescrow.com
Standard Title VIDEO PRODUCTION/
(337) 232-8777 MARKETING/
www.standardtitle.com PHOTOGRAPHY

GC Brand Films
Sure Title (337) 852-6150
(337) 451-5959 www.gcbrandfilms.com

www.thesurechoice.com

CAJUN VIRTUAL TOURS
Auadiana Pronion Real, Elole Photogiaphy and, Videogaaphy
MAKE YOUR FIRST IMPRESSION COUNT!
SPECIALIZING IN REAL

ESTATE PHOTOGRAFRY,
3D VIRTUALTOURS & AERIAL

@CAJUNVIRTUALTOURS

337.654.0904

ONLINE BOOKING AT CAJUNVIRTUALTOURS COM
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Let me help get VIBRANT GREEN SPACES
you pre-approved | ittty

Volunteer or Donate at ParishProud.org

® Purchases & Refinances

® Primary homes, second homes
and investment properties

® Licensed in Louisiana, Texas,
Florida, and Alabama

® Excellent service and knowledge!

(337) 230-1538

chris@edgemortgageloan.com
www.Edgemortgageloan.com

Smarter
lnsurance.

By Design.

Apply Now

christopherbienvenu.floify.com

} J
' ‘ o T .
C//m/&%w gl U ~ @ goosehead
Lafayette, LA 70508 Ay INSURANCE
Mortgage planner BRADLEY  svasasso =1 The Berry Agency
nmlis# 1181784 MOREAU LAKE CHARLES

TITLE 1490 Market St, Ste 2

Call us today for the best coverage
for your home, car & more.

Garet Berry | Agency Owner
L Lafayette Office

. (337) 347-7022

|| garet.berry@goosehead.com

C——

Lake Charles, LA 70601
bradleymoreau.com 337-990-4333

MORTGAGE
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MEET THE ACADIANA REAL PRODUCERS TEAM

d@ ln

Drake Abshire Blaine Goudeau Erin Goudeau Ace Sylvester Holly Hebert Gina Miller
Publisher Videographer Photographer Photographer Advertising Manager Staff Journalist

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, please email us at drake.abshire@RealProducersMag.com .

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories,
please email us at drake.abshire@RealProducersMag.com.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company
d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the magazine are not endorsed or
recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for
business practices of these companies.

WEDDING + EVENT CONTENT CREATION

« Full Service Content
Creation Crafted Specifically
for Social Media

« 24 Hour lurnaround lime

« 7xNationally Featured on
People, Good Morning
America + Maore

« Nationwide Team of
Creators

« Check outr our Website:
www.capturedbychloe.com

CONTENT CO. Scan to Visit our Instagram
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ERICAN
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ORTGAGE LENDING

"Brokers do it better. American South Mortgage Lending does it best

Lending Solutions that take you HOME!
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Find us: 1021 Camellia Blvd.
Reach us: 337-516-1160
www.myamsouth.com




REAL PRODUCERS
MAGAZINE STARTED
IN INDIANAPOLIS IN
2015 AND IS NOW IN
OVER 130 MARKETS
ACROSS THE NATION
AND CONTINUES TO
SPREAD RAPIDLY.

Q: WHO RECEIVES REAL PRODUCERS MAGAZINES?
A: The top 300+ real estate agents

across Acadiana.

Q: WHAT IS THE GOAL OF THIS MAGAZINE?
A: We believe that we are better together.
‘When we surround ourselves with other
successful, like-minded people, we grow to
new heights. Real Producers is a platform that
brings together the most elite individuals in

Acadiana’s real estate industry.

We take the top 300 real estate agents and
RP-vetted businesses in every market, and we
build an exclusive community around that group.
‘We share their stories, successes, market trends,
and upcoming events — really, anything that
will connect, inform and inspire, we put in our

monthly publication.

Q: DOES REAL PRODUCERS HAVE EVENTS?
A: Yes! We will have specific networking events

throughout the year.

Q: WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR BEING FEATURED
IN THIS MAGAZINE?

A: 1t’s really simple. You have to be on the top 300
list, and we take nominations seriously. You can
nominate other real estate agents, businesses, bro-
kers, owners or even yourself! Office leaders can

also nominate real estate agents. We will consider

10 - November 2024

ALL ABOUT » fag
ACADIANA REAL PRODUCERS

anyone brought to our attention who is in the
top 300 because we don’t know everyone’s story,
so we need your help to learn about them. We
cannot guarantee a feature, but we encourage
you to meet with one of our team members,
support Real Producers and attend our private

events to increase your chances.
To submit a nomination, please send us an email!

Q: WHAT DOES IT COST A REAL ESTATE
AGENT/TEAM TO BE FEATURED?

A: Zero, zilch, zippo, nada, nil. It costs
nothing to agents, so nominate away!

We are not a pay-to-play model.

We share Real stories of Real Producers.

Q: WHO ARE THE RP-VETTED BUSINESSES?

A: They are one of the best businesses in
Acadiana in their category, and you can find
them listed in our index! We don’t just find these
businesses off the street, nor do we work with
all businesses that approach us. Many of the top
agents have recommended every single business
you see in this publication. We will not even
meet with a business that has not been vetted
by one of you and “stamped for approval,” in a
sense. Our team will further vet every business
to make sure they are a good fit and bring value
to our community. Our goal is to create a power-
house network, not only for the best real estate
agents in the area but the best businesses so we

can grow stronger together.

Q: HOW CAN | RECOMMEND A BUSINESS?
A: If you want to recommend a business that
works with top real estate agents, please email

or message us!

Email: Drake.Abshire@realproducersmag.com

Supportin
families who
have lost a
child during
pregnancy or
Infancy.

www.maddiesfootprints.org

At Turnkey Title, we provide escrow services, title
insurance, and settlement services to the Acadiana
real estate community, while giving clients
exceptional service and expertise.

1227 Camaflia Bhvd, Lafayetie, LA
A37.326.4830

maddie’s
foo_tp_ r_i_n_ts

S.HLELD =

SHIELD 385 INSURANCE

Travis McGrew

14 Curran Lane

Lafayette, LA 70503

Direct: (337) 573-0675

Cell: (337) 258-7952
tmcgrew@shield365insurance.com
www.shield365insurance.com
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A NOT

from the

UBLIS

Providing a platform to celebrate and
unite the top real estate professionals
across Acadiana!

By Drake Abshire

Hello Acadiana Realtors!

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our
Back to School Brunch and Supply Drive! It was an
absolutely gorgeous day with a great turnout, and we
couldn’t have asked for a more generous group of real
estate professionals. The amount of school supplies
donated will make a real difference for children in

need, and it’s all thanks to the incredible generosity of
our Acadiana realtors. Your continued support is what
makes this community so special, and we appreciate you

more than words can express.

Our success as a magazine is thanks to you —your
support, your participation, and your generosity. It’s
moments like these that remind us how much we appreci-
ate each and every one of you. You are the heart and soul
of Acadiana Real Producers, and we are beyond grateful

for everything you do, both for us and for the community.

We know life gets busy, and for those who couldn’t make
it to this event, don’t worry—there will be more oppor-
tunities to connect! As the holiday season approaches,
we’re taking a little breather. Our next event won’t be
until after the holidays—we wouldn’t want to over-
whelm anyone—but planning is already in the works,

and we look forward to seeing you at the next one.

In the meantime, enjoy the fall season, grab a pumpkin
spice latte, and cuddle up! Whatever comes next, we

know it’ll be amazing with all of you by our side.

And don’t forget, we're always on the hunt for the next
Rising Star. If you know someone who’s going above and
beyond in real estate and deserves to be recognized, let us

know! We’d love to feature them in our upcoming issue.

Thanks again for being part of the Acadiana Real
Producers family. We couldn’t do this without you, and

we’re excited for what’s ahead.

‘With heartfelt thanks,

DRAKE ABSHIRE
Owner/Publisher
Acadiana Real Producers
Drake.Abshire@
RealProducersMag.com
(337) 316-0479

GET
INSPIRED

At Floor & Decor you'll find the latest
trends at everyday low prices. We have
thousands of styles for any budget

‘We gven offer free Design Services to
help get you started. Stop by today!

FLOORJ?,
DECOR .ti

TILE+-WOOD = STONE

LAFAYETTE
3310 Ambassador Caffery Plwy

Lafayette, LA 70506
(I373 BO4-0434
flooranddecor.com

2024 Floor & Decor

BETTER .: _ . ﬁ’ JESSICA TATE
MANAGEMENT o a1 B LEBLANC

OF YOU R . | .- jleblanc@stanmor.com
PROPERTY ' .. il oca

LENDER &
IS POSSIBLE

MGETGAGE PHYLLIS J. MILLER
SERVICER MNMLS#H 99169

pmiller@stanmor.com
LHC Master Servicer (337) 362-0108

Local Lender & Servicer
In-House Crigination, Processing, E g E
[

337-202-0678

%, Underwriting, and Closing
T www.priorityreauxla.com

Purchase & Refinance
= Primary Residence, Second .
Home, or Investment Property
Conventional, FHA, VA, RD, & Jumbo Loans
LHC, JPFA, & MHC Bond Programs

15YEARS & 2"\

OF EXPERIENCE BEHIND US #RaisingTheStandard | STANMOR.COM

1819 W PINHOOK ROAD #110 - LAFAYETTE
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ACADIANA

HOME

INSPECTORS

Exceeding Expectations

14 - November 2024

from Start to Finish

» partner spotlight

Written by Elizabeth McCabe
Photography By Ace Sylvester
Acadiana Home Inspectors,
co-owned by Keith Blanchard
and his wife Robin, has
set the standard for home
inspections in Lafayette
Parish and beyond. Known
for their thorough inspections
and commitment to client
satisfaction, the team goes above
and beyond to make the home-

buying process as smooth as possible.

“We’re not just inspectors; we’re
here to support our clients every
step of the way,” says Keith,

who founded the company in
2011. With a background in air
conditioning and over 30 years of
experience in the industry, Keith
brings a wealth of knowledge

to the table. His dedication to
quality service and professional-
ism has earned Acadiana Home
Inspectors a stellar reputation,
with over 9,600 inspections com-
pleted to date.

Keith’s journey into home inspec-
tion began in the late 1980s when
he started inspecting electrical
and mechanical components

of homes as part of real estate
transactions. Over the years,

his passion for the industry only
grew, leading him to open his
own business. He and Robin have
built a company rooted in reli-
ability, service quality, and 100%
customer satisfaction.

MEET THE TEAM

In addition to Keith and Robin,
the team includes Tennille
Pearson, the client coordinator,
and Andy Stanford, a fellow
home inspector. The company
operates with a full staff available
to assist clients from 7 a.m. to 10
p.m., making scheduling inspec-
tions incredibly convenient.
Clients can book appointments
by phone or online, ensuring
flexibility for busy agents and
homebuyers alike.

A ONE-STOP SHOP
FOR INSPECTIONS

Acadiana Home Inspectors

offers a comprehensive range of
services, making them a one-stop
shop for home inspections. In
addition to buyers’ inspections,
they provide pre-listing inspec-
tions, mold inspections, and pool
inspections. The ease of sched-

uling, combined with the quick

turnaround of inspection reports,
ensures that agents and clients
alike have the information they

need in a timely manner.

“All inspections are done at one
time, and our reports are easy
to read,” says Keith. “We even
provide a link to the report that
allows clients to get estimates
on repair costs, which adds even

more value to the process.”
GOING THE EXTRA MILE

Keith emphasizes that Acadiana
Home Inspectors strives to
present inspection findings in a
positive way, making sure buyers
feel comfortable with the results.
“We know that buyers are often
nervous, so we take the time to
explain everything in a way that’s
clear and reassuring,” Keith
explains. “After the inspection,
clients can always call us to go
over the findings. We’re here to

support them.”



- Reports are completed the same

day and delivered within 24
hours, all electronically. Each
report includes digital pho-
tographs and life expectancy
charts, ensuring clients have a
detailed understanding of the
property. Additionally, Acadiana
Home Inspectors offers free ter-
mite inspections, a 90-day home
warranty, and even a certificate
for a re-key of the locks on every

home they inspect.

EXPERIENCE AND
REPUTATION

With decades of experience in
both home inspection and air
quality, Keith and his team have
become a trusted resource for
local real estate agents. Their
longevity in the business, cou-
pled with positive reviews and
agent referrals, has cemented
Acadiana Home Inspectors as
the go-to company for thor-

ough, reliable inspections.

“We bring more expe-
rience to the table for
REALTORS®’ clients,”
Keith notes. “We articulate
our findings in a positive way
versus a negative way to the
clients.” He and his dedicated
team want to make clients com-
fortable, tell them what is going
on, and make sure they under-
stand what they’re purchasing

without overwhelming them.

“After the inspection, you can
always call us and go over the
findings. We are there to support
them,” adds Keith.

Clients love Acadiana Home
Inspectors. Here is one rave review:

“Keith and his crew were awesome. They
made every step of the home inspection
very simple. Keith is very knowledgeable
about all aspects of inspecting your home
and property. They provided the inspection
report the same day, which was amazing.
We even received a coupon to have two
locks rekeyed at no charge. That was an

unexpected bonus that we really appreciated.

Thank you, Keith—you’re awesome.”
— LUKE MECHE

OUTSIDE INTERESTS

Outside of work, Keith enjoys the
Cajun lifestyle—camping, cooking,
and spending time with his family.
A native of Lafayette Parish, he’s
deeply connected to the commu-
nity and takes pride in helping local
families navigate the home-buying

process with confidence.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

With a commitment to experi-
ence, expertise, and excellent
customer service, Acadiana
Home Inspectors continues to
exceed expectations from start
to finish. Whether you're a
buyer, seller, or real estate agent,
their team is ready to provide a

seamless inspection process.

For a comprehensive home
inspection in Lafayette Parish,
contact Acadiana Home
Inspectors today at (337) 326-
5772 or visit their website,
acadianahomeinspect.com, to
schedule online.




YOUR CLOSING.
YOUR CHOICE.

"WE CLOSE WHEN YOU ARE AVAILABLE. NOT THE
OTHER WAY AROUND”

CONSTRUCTION
LENDER

SENIOR LOAN OFFICER c . .
BRANCH MANAGER MWZOW

NMLS #128546

- W o~ ONE TIME CLOSE
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ask the expert

Cajun Virtual Tours

WHY PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE PHOTOGRAPHY MATTERS

If you're still relying on cell phone pho-
tos to showcase your listings in 2024,

this article is for you!

At Cajun Virtual Tours, we’re
Acadiana’s one-stop shop for all your
real estate photography needs. In
today’s competitive market, standing
out is essential, and the first impres-
sion your listing makes can be a game
changer. According to the National
Association of Realtors, 87% of home
buyers searching online find high-qual-
ity photos among the most useful fea-
tures of a property listing. That’s where
we come in—with the tools, expertise,
and technology to help your listings

shine and sell faster.

We go beyond basic photos. Our
services include drone photography
and videography, 3D Matterport
virtual tours, schematic floor plans
with room measurements and square
footage, as well as virtual twilights
and staging. These marketing tools
elevate your property’s presentation,
giving agents and sellers an edge in a

crowded market.

For over eight years, we’ve built a repu-
tation for exceptional service, creativ-
ity, and reliability. Our clients trust us
to deliver top-notch results every time,
which is why we offer a 10% discount
on monthly invoices for agents who

book five or more photoshoots per

20 - November 2024

month. Plus, with less than a 24-hour
turnaround on photoshoots and a
seamless online booking process, work-

ing with us is simple and stress-free.

We’ve created a 5-step guide to help
agents and their sellers prepare for
photos, ensuring that every home is
photo-ready:
Add wel-
coming touches like a front door
wreath or mat, touch up paint, remove
excess furniture, and replace burned-
out bulbs.
Clear countertops,
empty sinks, remove trash cans,
and declutter by taking down fridge
magnets and artwork.
Make beds, tidy up
clothes and toys, and minimize
personal photos.
Clear coun-
tertops, clean mirrors
and shower stalls, hang fresh
towels, and remove rugs. Keep
toilet lids down.
Freshly mow the
lawn, trim bushes, coil hoses,

and organize patio furniture and toys.

By following these steps, you’ll ensure
that the home is picture-perfect and

ready to shine in the listing photos.

Over the past eight years, we’ve

worked on a wide variety of projects.

‘We’ve been the official photographers
for the Lafayette Parade of Homes

for four consecutive years, captur-

ing over 30 homes annually. We’ve
also partnered with initiatives like
Love Our Schools and Home for the
Holidays. Our work extends beyond
real estate—we’ve provided scans and
measurements for national brands like
Starbucks, Baskin Robbins, Ralph

Lauren, and more.

Running a successful real estate pho-
tography business is about more than
just taking pictures. It’s about providing
a service that helps agents and prop-
erty owners meet their goals. At Cajun
Virtual Tours, we add tremendous
value to the real estate industry—cre-
ating stunning visuals, building trust,
and playing a key role in suc-

cessful transactions.

Follow us on social media @
CajunVirtualTours to see
our latest projects and the
beautiful homes Lafayette has
to offer. Ready to make your listing
stand out? Schedule your photography

session today —you won’t regret it!
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JOIN THE KREWE

337.806.9589
information@kreweconstruction.com
www.kreweconstruction.com

REL ANT

MORTGAGE

Acadiana
www.reliantacadiana.com

Terry McBride «- 337-858-8755
Yowr key b home financing solulions”
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NMLS #2473480

ORS

~ LSBHI#10752

2. FREE TERMITE INSPECTION
3. FREEREKEY OF LOCKS ON HOME

www.acadianahomeinspect.com
Online scheduling 24/7
(337) 326-5772
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Former cover story

“It’s never too late to start real estate,” says
Pa ra | e g a | F O u n d Lana Soileau of Lana Soileau & Associates by
Real Broker. “l didn’t start this job until | was 55.
I’m the girl who throws herself into everything.
A N eW C a re e r | don’t think. | just take the plunge,” she laughs.
A former barrel racer, Lana knows how to tackle
. challenges with grit and grace. She has applied
| n R e a | E Sta te the same principles to real estate. “It wasn’t
my intention to go full-time in the beginning.”
However, she found her passion in real estate,

Written by Elizabeth McCabe
Photography By Ace Sylvester giving her financial freedom.

Prior to real estate, she worked as a trial and a
medical paralegal, reviewing and summarizing
medical records of different plaintiffs and assist-
ing in trials in court. “I loved the work and I did a
lot of legal writing,” explains Lana. Little did she
know that her job in the legal industry, totaling

37 years, would prepare her for real estate.

“We run into a lot of complex legal deals with
real estate. Contracts were super easy for me,”
she says. Lana earned her real estate license in
November 2012. And, the following year, she
stepped out full time and earned her entire salary

in 3 months!

“This was eye-opening to me,” she notes. “I
was no longer told what I was worth and paid
what my employer thought I was worth.” She
established her own value and worth, which
was life-changing. “I realized that the glass
ceiling I was working under was truly just

my limiting belief and imagination,” she says.
“There was no need to actually break it; it was

truly never there.”
EXCELLING IN SERVICE AND SALES

‘When it comes to real estate, Lana admits she has
not had great real estate experiences. “I thought
there had to be a way to make the experience
great for clients,” she says. “I wanted to have a
relationship with my clients, to understand their
needs and wants. I felt it was important to develop
that relationship so that there was mutual trust,

respect and understanding,” she says.
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LL

My passion

is developing
my team into
becoming the
top REALTORS®
in our area.

77

A straight shooter, Lana is beloved by her clients.

“I am bluntly honest with my clients,” she says. She
treats all clients the same, regardless of the price
point of their home. Lana also excels in sales, which
goes back to her roots. She explains, “I'm from the big
town of Ville Platte. My parents were well-known and
respected in my community. My dad had a used car
dealership in Ville Platte for over 70 years, and two of
my brothers have kept it active.” Her mother raised
seven kids and worked full-time for the Evangeline

Parish School Board as the Sales Tax Collector.

“My parents taught me my work ethic and my Dad
put the sales gene directly into my veins,” says
Lana. “All of their children are or were in sales!

My brothers sold cars and I sold everything from
Tupperware, BeautiControl, Creative Memories,
horses and now homes. That gene runs deep and it’s
something I absolutely love — matching people to

just the right property and seeing that magic!”

Now Lana sells homes all over and was affection-
ately dubbed “The Queen of the North” several
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years ago. This name was given to her because
her base area is “north” of I-10, although she does

cover all of the Acadiana area and Baton Rouge.

When Lana isn’t selling homes, she is investing

in her team. “My passion is developing my team
into becoming the top REALTORS® in our area.
Growing a network of top-notch REALTORS® is
truly what I enjoy,” she says. Training REALTORS®
to develop relationships with clients and not chase

paychecks is essential.
FAMILY FIRST

Beyond real estate, Lana’s life is all about family.
“I met my current husband, Joseph, over 45 years
ago.” Together, they have built a large, blended
family with five children, two great-nieces, four
grandchildren, and two great-great nephews. “I
always wanted to be a mom. That was my greatest

goal,” she smiles. Her dream has come true.

Lana also has a deep love for travel and dreams
of visiting Ireland, Scotland, Italy, and Greece.
To relax, Lana likes to whip up delicious dishes
in the kitchen. “I am a great Cajun cook! I can
nail a gravy down like a true pro and one that
truly makes you wonder if your Mom was really a
Cajun,” she laughs.

GIVING BACK

Lana’s heart is deeply rooted in giving back. Her pas-
sion for foster children, the elderly, and those less

fortunate motivates her to make a positive impact

whenever possible. She is always pushing herself to

new heights. “I've been very blessed with

a good business,” she reflects. “And I'm | ’Ve b e e n Ve ry

excited to see what’s next.”

Lana’s story illustrates the possibilities b | eSS e d With a

that come with believing in yourself.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” g O O d b U Sl N eSS .

she says, quoting Jeremiah 29:11, “plans

to prosper you and not to harm you,

, .
plans to give you hope and a future.” A n d | m eXC |te d to
Her life is living proof of that Scripture

verse with a hope and a future that she Se e Wh a t,S n ext,

never dreamed possible. 7 ,
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CROSSCOUNTRY
Make The MORTGAGE

SURE Choice

Your Acadiana Title & Closing
Attorney, Maria L. Pitre

Your Local CrossCountry Branch

Owning a home is exciting
and rewarding!

We're here to make the
financing process as easy
and enjoyable for you as
possible — because it's more
than a mortgage, it's the

keys to your future!
“‘No matter the monetary value of the property, it is our U R E X )
mission to provide the best customer service and thorough Whethel’ 1S your fII’St home,

“We want our community
to benefit from the great care

we take in handling their real
estate transactions.”

job performance, for each client’s dream is priceless.” TITLE & ABSTRACT
- Sure Title & Abstract, Inc. g a /uxury home or an
It is YOUR choice when choosing your closing / Ihvestment prOpert}{, a
and title attorney, so make THE SURE CHOICE.... mortgage puts you In
Choose SURE Title & Abstract, Inc. 337-451-5959 | www.thesurechoice.com ' position to B3Oy all s.orts of
3118 W. Pinhook Rd, Suite 200A = personal and financial
Lafaga;§508 ' benefits: equity and wealth
e building, security and
ALTA BEST PRACTICES CERTIFIED ] =2 Stdbl/lt)/, pride of OWnership

and more!

PRINT IS STILL ALIVE. NEIGHBORLY HOME LENDING

CROSSCOUNTRY MORTGAGE"
Celebrating two decades of print

excellence, now 800 niche
magazines strong (and counting).

NEIGHBORLY TEAM
CROSSCOUNTRY MORTGAGE"
% N2 COMPANY.
€ STROLL. (@ drect  DREAL PRODUCERS o huport Lafayette, LA Mortgage Lender
218 Rue Beauregard, Suite | & J
Lafayette, LA 70508
Phone: 337-806-9943

Email: austin.shumaker@ccm.com
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rising star

Photography By Ace Sylvester

How many years have you been
a realtor?
2 years

What is your career volume as
a realtor?
$5,357,023

What is your total volume so far
in 2024?
$3,323,017

What awards have you achieved
as a realtor?

Top producer of the Keaty Real
Estate Team February 2024
Nominated Best Real Estate Agent
by the Acadiana Advocate 2024

When did you start your career in
real estate?

I started out as a realtor assis-
tant in January of 2022. 1 got
my license in June of 2022 when
interest rates became shockingly
high for a lot of people. I imme-
diately dived in as a full-time

agent in a challenging market!

What did you do before you became
a realtor?

I worked in the service industry for
4 years while I studied Strategic
Communications at the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette! I gradu-
ated with my bachelor’s degree in
May of 2021

What are you passionate about right
now in your business?

I am passionate and dedicated to the
overall growth of my business and
clientele. The relationships I am able to
create through my business is an ongo-
ing passion. Acadiana’s culture makes
my job as a realtor easier because our
community is the best place to live.

It’s more than purchasing a house. It’s
a place to call home. I am excited to

see our community continue to grow

with new businesses, restaurants and

entertainment spots for our youth. A
vibrant community attracts new buyers
to our area of the state. The smaller
communities surrounding Lafayette are

growing and that’s exciting too.

What has been the most rewarding
part of your business?

I would say the most rewarding part
of my business are the transactions
with first time homebuyers- espe-
cially the ones under 25 years old

are so inspiring.
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What was your biggest challenge as
a realtor?

The never ending to do-lists that comes
with having your own business is challeng-
ing, but it’s healthy to challenge yourself to
keep improving! I think all realtors can be
challenged to stay positive during high-

stress transactions or slower seasons.

How does real estate fit into your dreams
and goals?

My ultimate dream and goal is to raise
healthy and happy children. I want to go
on to invest my earnings into real estate,
and create a work schedule that allows

me to be the most present I can be for my
family. Recent studies show that maternal
happiness positively affects children’s cog-
nitive abilities and emotional health. That
in mind, a career that brings me happiness
and fulfillment is very important. I want to
lead by example by showing my kids that
they can follow any dreams they have and

experience joy in what they do!

What’s your favorite part of being
a realtor?

Helping people achieve the
American Dream - homeown-
ership. I love negotiating a fair
deal with the other party. I am
also passionate about working with
investors and flippers in Acadiana
in their efforts to beautify the
sometimes-overlooked neighbor-

hoods in Acadiana.

Define success.
Success is when you feel
good about yourself at
the end of the day.
Success is when you
can live comfortably
and support your
lifestyle while
knowing you are
making your loved

ones proud.

Tell us about your family.

My family is a one-stop shop for real
estate. Whether you need an agent,
rental home, remodel job, new con-
struction home, or a creative financ-
ing option- one of us can help. My
parents have been licensed contrac-
tors and real estate developers for 30
years, and both of my brothers work
in construction as well. My family

is really close knit and when we can

collaborate on deals, it’s magic.

Favorite books? Podcasts?
Motivational Quotes?

“The reason you want it so badly is
because you already have it in the
future.” This quote inspires me to
keep my vision crystal clear, and to

keep going.

Are there any charities or
organizations you support?

Hospice of Acadiana because they do
a lot of important work for people
with life-threatening conditions. This
organization helps their patients to
live as fully and comfortably as pos-
sible, emphasizes quality rather than
length of life, and helps the family

members deal with grief.

What are your hobbies and interests
outside of the business?

Outside of real estate, I enjoy boating,
biking, festival-going, and spending
time with family and friends. I also
make time to recharge the social
battery with self-care, cooking, and
watching shows with my best feline

friend, “Mr. Carter.”

Given your status and expertise, what
is some advice you would give the
up-and-coming top producer?

Be kind to others and be authentic. If
you run into someone you know, stop
and say hello. Catch up with them

because they are your community.

This is a people-oriented business,
and people generally want to work
with others that they can relate to.

If you can be your authentic self in
helping others, you will attract your
customers. Set your authority on
social media. Show others how hard
you are working for your clients and
give them a glimpse of the behind the
scenes. Showcase properties YOU

think are a good investment.

g

BE_KIND TO
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In closing, is there anything else you
would like to communicate using this
Acadiana Real Producer platform?

I want to communicate that I am
grateful for the support Acadiana

has shown me thus far. Thank you
Acadiana Real Producers for provid-
ing an awesome, collaborative, and
supportive community to share my
story with!
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»» event recap

Back to School

BRUNCH & SUPPLY DRIVE

We are thrilled to share the success of
our recent Back to School Brunch &
Supply Drive Drive! This event was a
heartwarming testament to the gener-

osity and community spirit that defines

Acadiana’s top real estate professionals.

A huge thank you to all our incred-
ible guests for their overwhelming
support and donations of school
supplies. Your contributions will
make a significant difference for
students in need, helping them start
the school year with the tools they
need to succeed. You are the driving
force behind the success of Acadiana
Real Producers Magazine, and it is

because of you that we continue to

grow and thrive.

A Special THANK YOU to our sponsors!

34 - November 2024

We also want to extend our heartfelt
thanks to our sponsors, AMO Title
and Edge Mortgage, whose partner-
ship made this event possible. Your
support allows us to bring our vision
to life and create these impactful

gatherings for our community.

A special shoutout goes to CBC
Content Co. for beautifully docu-

menting the day and ensuring we
have lasting memories of this spe-

cial occasion.

Thank you again to everyone who
attended, donated, and helped make
this event such a meaningful expe-
rience. Together, we're building a

stronger community!

AMO) e

TITLE SERVICES
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'AUTO * HOME ¢ LIFE * BUSINESS * AND MUCH MORE!

BENJAMIN LEONARDS

Principal/Producer

337-267-7963

www.coreinsurancela.com &
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The Historic & Luxurious KKLKL Looking for a

/ é / :; % seamless closing experience?
v, RS :.-":’-i g T s Y u-;‘-' P T %

Lalande Title, LLC is a full service real estate closing
company offering title insurance, escrow and closing
services pertaining to the purchase of residential
and commercial properties. At Lalande Title, LLC,

mE B ! excellence interwoven with trust and engaging
. - : ' ] \ 2 e personable service is more than just a lofty intention,
" o8 » it's our way of life.

We offer you closings made simple.

froue [

OWNER/ATTORNEY .
&

angela@lalandetitle.com
” ILALANDE

www.lalandetitle.com

/ k ‘

BOOR Your HOhday Party TOday Youngsville | Lafayette | Baton Rouge ['ITTLE
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5 7 - 1 O 0 4 ot We’'re thankful for our realtor partners! When you help sell or :

christi belleviehospitalit =i build a Manuel Builders home, YOU get rewarded.

@ Ist Manuel Builders Home: 2.5% COMMISSION .

TRAINING .
@ 2nd Manuel Builders Home: 2.5% COMMISSION + $1000

GET STARTED TODAY

with a 3 Day VIP Pass!

45 min, Interval style-Team Training with Balanced
focus on Strength & Cardio- Open 7days per week

%} 3rd Manuel Builders Home:  3.5% COMMISSION

A e W RN PTE A T
|

Give us a call to learn more or schedule a showing today!

337-243-0327

Scan QR or call
337.252.0016
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SOUTHERN

‘0D

SIGN. SEAL. CELEBRATE!

LOCATIONS:
251 La Rue France
Lafayette, LA 70508
337-333-S0CO

2002 W Walnut Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
337-240-SOCO

5448 Province Place Suite C
Alexandria, LA 71303
318-727-SOCO

145 W.Main St Suite C
New lberia, LA 70560
337-333-S0OCO

Info@SoCoTitle.com | www.SoCoTitle.com




