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FREE Estimates & Inspections
Locally Owned and Operated

Serving Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, East Mountain, and Surrounding Areas

WaterExtractionExperts.com
505.250.6500
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Albuquerque's Trusted Restoration
and Remodel Experts
Albuquerque's Trusted Restoration
and Remodel Experts
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See What Sets Us Apart! 
Scan to see our 5-star 

Google Reviews!

Chris Hood
Sales Manager

505-212-8000 Office
505-453-5506 Mobile

NMLS #234059

Joshua and Chris Hood.

Joshua Hood
Junior Loan Officer

505-212-8003 Office
505-359-8233 Mobile

 NMLS #2000145

Lock in your interest rate up front 
with the peace of mind knowing 

we will float your rate down if rates 
improve before closing. 

 
Available on standard conventional, 

FHA and VA loans.

HomeTrust Mortgage 
Rate Lock
Protection
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Owl-right, Let's Get 
This Deal Done!

ERHART ERHART 
HOME INSPECTIONSHOME INSPECTIONS

505-861-9040505-861-9040

• RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
• SEWER SCOPES
• TERMITE INSPECTIONS
• PRE-LISTING INSPECTIONS


Statewide Home Inspections
for Satisfied Clients!

Call Rick
Erhart Today! 
Call Rick
Erhart Today! 
Call Rick
Erhart Today! 

rickinspectshomes@gmail.com

���������������������
Family Owned and Operated!

505-254-2180 | fourseasonscleaning.com

Do your clients want 
a clean home when 

they move in?
Four Seasons Cleaning can do a 
deep clean before they move!

Clean Outs | Deep Cleaning for Photo and Listings
Carpet Cleaning | Tile and Grout Cleaning

FREE
ESTIMATES

505.321.3259  |  COUTUREBROKERAGE.COM

Toni-Lei Ponic  |  Qualifying Broker  |  Property Manager  |  Licensed Realtor

Your Trusted Ally in Property Management

Thankful for the Opportunity to 
Manage Your Properties with Care!

3318 Girard Blvd NE Albuquerque, NM 87107 

We Go the Extra Mile

so You Don’t Have to

» Repair
» Installation
» Plumbing
» Heating
» Cooling

Scan Now for Your

Free Quote!

505.366.1785  »  MarathonMechanicalNM.net  »  3318 Girard NE
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- JUMBO
- HIGH BALANCE
- CONFORMING
- VA CONF/JUMBO
- USDA
- FHA
- FHA 203K
- MANUFACTUED
- BRIDGE LOANS 
- Up to 12 mos

- INVESTOR
- DSCR
- ASSET DEPLETION
- FIX N FLIP
-

- SPEC LOAN
- DOCTOR
- HELOAN (2ND) 

INVESTMENT
- NON-WARRANTAB

LE
- CONDO
- COMMERCIAL
- HELOC & 5 DAY 

HELOC
- FOREIGN 

NATIONAL
- VINEYARD
- REVERSE  
-

- MORTGAGE
- (Purchase Refi/Jumbo)

- ITIN & DACA
- LAND/DOT LOAN
- 1-TIME CLOSE 

CONSTRUCTION
- FARM/RANCH
- ALL IN ONE
- RENOVATION
- CROSS 

COLLATERAL
- BANK STATEMENT
- HARD MONEY
- PROFIT & LOSS

WE SHOP 220+
DIFFERENT LENDERS TO FIND 
FASTER, EASIER, AND CHEAPER MORTGAGE FOR CONSUMER'S HOME PURCHASE OR REFINANCE

(505) 506-7232
www.nataliefallbach.com

©2023 NEXA Mortgage
LIC. AZMB 0944059

NMLS# 1660690
3100 W Ray Road #201

Office #209 Chandler, AZ 85226

NATALIE
FALLBACH

NMLS# 1452954

Empowered by 
NEXA Mortgage Brokers

Team@fallbachmtg.com 

 

Welcome to Hawk Roofing, your premier Albuquerque roofing 
contractor. With a commitment to excellence in both commercial 
and residential roofing, we lead the way in providing top-notch 

roofing services in Albuquerque and the surrounding areas. 

Roof Installations & Repairs
Weather Damage  |  Gutter Installation & Repairs

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Residential and Commercial

505.450.1479  |  505.881.4568
hawkroofingadmn505@gmail.com

NM License #400746

Fast Roofing Assessments
and Solutions for

Top Performing Realtors

Elizabeth McCabe
Writer

Dan Clark
Writer

M E E T  T H E  A B Q  R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but 
remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the ABQ Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company 
or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, please email 
us at ml.rauch@realproducersmag.com, or call ML at (505) 250-0092.

Maddie Podish 
Social Media Coordinator

Madison Coble 
Content Coordinator

Jordan Wilson
Advertising Strategist

M.L. Rauch
Publisher

Tara Tehune
Client Concierge Manager

Liz Lopez
Photographer

Liz Lopez Photography

Elizabeth & Jason 
Ponic 

Photographer 
Ponic Photography

Serving Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, Tijeras and surrounding Areas

Gary Hernandez
505.677.1059 | 505.881.4568

Licensed, bonded and insured  |  NM License Number: GB2 400746

REPAIRING, PATCHING, & PAINTING ALL STUCCO TYPES
BEST POSSIBLE COLOR & PAINT MATCHING

TOP AGENTS CHOOSE US FOR
QUICK, AFFORDABLE

STUCCO REPAIRS!

Most Inquiries Answered Within 24 Hours, Call Now!

From Blank Canvas
to Buyer's Oasis:
Staging Excellence for
Your Vacant Listings

Trish Tilley
505.228.2895

Jim Tilley
505.980.4756

AllAboutStaging.ABQ@gmail.com

Scan to Check Us Out on Facebook!
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PRE-SALE INSPECTIONS
HOME INSPECTIONS

THERMAL INSPECTIONS

505.353.2979 • FIREMANHOMEINSPECTIONS.COM

25% Discount for
Active & Retired

Military as well as
First Responders

Don't Let
Your deal
go up
in smoke

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

CLEANING SERVICE

Four Seasons Cleaning

Michael Galaviz

(505) 489-0755
www.fourseasons 
cleaning.com

DUCT RESTORATION

Duct Worx

Scott Herrmann

(505) 600-9374
www.ductworxnm.com

ELECTRICIAN

Benco Electric, LLC

Ben Schroeder

(505) 934-1221
www.bencoelectricllc.net

ESCROW

Sunwest Escrow

Terry White

(505) 237-2225
www.sunwestescrow.com

ESTATE LIQUIDATION

HR Integrity  

Liquidation Services

Barbara Spear

(505) 339-8401

ESTATE SALES

My Auction Addiction

Lloyd Swartz

(505) 252-0915
www.AlbuquerqueAuction 
Addiction.com

HOME INSPECTION

Beyond Inspections Service

Michelle Castaneda

(505) 780-8132
www.beyondinspect.com

Duke City Inspections

Matt Williams

(505) 587-3535
www.dukecityinspections.com

Erhart Home Inspections

Rick Erhart

(505) 861-9040

Fireman Home 

Inspections LLC

Lee Carns

(505) 353-2979
www.firemanhome 
inspections.com

Pillar To Post  

Home Inspectors

Eric Robinson

(505) 247-2298
www.pillartopost.com/
cgteam

HOME STAGING

All About Staging

Trish Tilley

(505) 228-2895
www.allaboutstaging.info

HVAC/PLUMBING

Marathon Mechanical 

Services, LLC

Mikaela Medina

(505) 366-1785
www.marathon 
mechanicalnm.net

INSURANCE

Allstate Insurance

Larisa Pearcy

(505) 337-0900

Farm Bureau 

Financial Services

Mark Krueger

(505) 998-7250
www.agentmarkkrueger.com

Strategic Insurance Group

Benito Ortiz

(505) 585-0227
www.thesigco.com

INVESTMENTS

Juan Buys Houses

Juan Duran

(505) 907-6294
www.abqcashbuyers.com

IV THERAPY/

WELLNESS STUDIO

Prime IV: IV Therapy 

& IV Drip Infusions

Karl Miller

(505) 587-5789

JUNK REMOVAL 

& HAULING

Daniel’s Dumping 

& Hauling, LLC

Daniel Vega

(505) 610-1103
www.danielsdumping.com

LANDSCAPING

La Barge Landscape, Inc.

Ashley Lantry

(505) 345-3000
www.labargelandscape.net

MORTGAGE

Guild Mortgage

Robert Sanchez

(505) 573-9777
www.branches.
guildmortgage.com/

Waterstone Mortgage

Zora LaClair

(505) 389-1900
www.waterstone 
mortgage.com

MORTGAGE ADVISOR

Bell Bank Mortgage

Yvette Klinkmann

(505) 366-9090
www.mortgages 
byyvette.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

Bank of Albuquerque

Sarah Whitlock

(505) 239-1022
Lauren Sandoval

(505) 533-2059

MORTGAGE BROKER

Fallbach Mortgage Brokers

Natalie Fallbach

(505) 506-7232
www.nataliefallbach-
homeloans.com

MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER

Hometrust Mortgage

Chris Hood

(505) 453-5506
NMLS-234059

MOVING COMPANY

Faith Moving Company

Nick Fehrenbach

(505) 249-0632
www.faithmoving 
company.com

ProRelo Bekins

Brad Killman

(505) 888-1007
www.myabqmover.com

PHOTOGRAPHY-FAMILY/

REAL ESTATE/EVENTS

Liz Lopez Photography

Liz Lopez

(505) 401-9843
www.lizlopez 
photography.com

Ponic Photography

Jason & Elizabeth Ponic

(505) 595-5388
www.ponicphotography.com

PRIVATE CHEF SERVICES, 

EVENTS & CATERING

Noah’s Table, LLC

Noah Scanland

(505) 803-8827

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Couture Brokerage

Toni-Lei Ponic

(505) 321-3259
www.couturebrokerage.com

ROOFING SERVICES

Alanis Roofing, LLC

Mark Alanis

(505) 710-5507
www.alanisroofingnm.com

Hawk Roofing

Justin Hawkins

(505) 450-1479
www.hawkroofing505.com

STUCCO-INSTALL/

MAINTAIN/REPAIR

Stucco Now

Gary Hernandez

(505) 881-4568

TITLE COMPANY

First American Title

Teresa Manzanares

(505) 888-8231 
www.nm.firstam.com

WATER/MOLD 

RESTORATION

Water Extraction Experts

Matt Adlesperger

(505) 250-6500
www.waterextraction 
experts.com
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Your Clients,
Our Coverage

PARTNER WITH
ALLSTATE FOR A
WINNING TEAM

Larisa Pearcy
Local Allstate Agent

505.337.0900
larisapearcy@allstate.com

Let's Talk Homeowner Insurance!

O U T S TA N D I N G  C U S TO M E R  S U P P O R T  +  S E R V I C E

505.934.1221
BencoElectricLLC.com
BONDED & INSURED Lic. #389951

REMODELS
INSPECTION REPORT REPAIRS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL SERVICE UPGRADES

EXPERT ELECTRICAL SERVICESEXPERT ELECTRICAL SERVICES to Illuminate 
Your Listings

HERE’S WHAT 
ABQ’S TOP 300 
AGENTS SOLD

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
2023

AVERAGE 
SALES VOLUME 
PER AGENT

$12.2
MILLION AVERAGE 

TRANSACTIONS 
PER AGENT

31

SALES VOLUME
 $3.66 BILLION

9,385

TOTAL TRANSACTIONS
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“I always knew I wanted to own a 
business,” says Benito Ortiz. “In high 
school, I even wrote a business plan 
to open a gym. That’s what I wanted 
to do.” While his path changed, 
Benito’s entrepreneurial spirit stayed 
strong, ultimately leading him to 
launch Strategic Insurance Group.

EARLY ROOTS 

Born in Salt Lake City, Utah, Benito 
moved to Albuquerque, where he’s 
lived for the past sixteen years. “My 
childhood was great. I wrestled in 
high school and played football as 
well,” he smiles. His competitive 
drive and determination were evident 
from a young age. Although his whole 
family was in the medical field, Benito 
envisioned a different future for him-
self. As he says, “Entrepreneurship 
caught my eye.”

A go-getter, Benito jumped into the 
workforce immediately after high 
school, working at a print shop for 
seven years, and worked his way up 
to the vice president of the company. 
But Benito knew he wanted more. 

“I left the print shop to start my own 
thing and jump into entrepreneur-
ship,” he explains. His first venture in 
insurance was as a Farmers’ agency 
owner, where he worked for three 
years. While it was a valuable experi-
ence, Benito felt a pull to create some-
thing more aligned with his vision of 
customer service and growth.

PIVOTING DURING  

THE PANDEMIC 
In April 2020, Benito founded 
Strategic Insurance Group, launch-
ing the business during one of 
the most challenging times—the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Since then, Benito has helped 
thousands of clients, from home and 
auto insurance to insuring over 100 
startup businesses. “I’ve had the 
privilege of watching small busi-
nesses grow from startup to thriving 
companies hiring new employees. It’s 
a really cool experience.”

W h e t h e r  i t ’s  h e l p i n g  s o m e o n e  o p e n  a  b u s i n e s s  o r 

b u y  a  c a r,  I  g e t  t o  b e  t h e  g o o d  g u y  i n  t h e  s c e n a r i o . 

I ’ m  h e r e  t o  h e l p  p e o p l e  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  g o a l s .

Benito’s passion lies in guiding people 
through their important life decisions. 
“Whether it’s helping someone open 
a business or buy a car, I get to be the 
good guy in the scenario. I’m here 
to help people achieve their goals.” 
With over seven years in the insur-
ance industry, Benito emphasizes the 

STRATEGIC 
INSURANCE 

GROUP BENITO ORTIZ,  OWNER

By Beth McCabe
Photos by Liz Lopez Photography
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Benito Ortiz
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CONTACT ME AT

505.585.0227   ext 700
Benito@THESIGCO.COM

STRATEGIC Strategic Insurance Group has the tools
you need to get your clients to closing!

Queenie Vega
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CONTACT ME AT

505.585.0227   ext 707
queenie@THESIGCO.COM

importance of being a guide rather 
than a salesperson. 

“The best advice I’ve received is that 
you don’t have to be the hero of the 
story; you can be the guide. That’s the 
approach we take with our clients. 
We guide them through the process 
and make sure they understand every 
detail,” he says.

GROWING HIS TEAM 

Benito is equally passionate about 
growing his team of nine agents 
in personal development. “I enjoy 
watching my team grow and take 
on more responsibilities,” he says 
proudly. His commitment to nurturing 
his employees has led to milestones 
like team members purchasing homes 
and even one getting married. “I 
encourage my team to build their own 
success stories.”

Community involvement is also a 
cornerstone of Strategic Insurance 
Group’s culture. “We’re very focused on 
being present in the community,” Benito 
says. Hosting and attending networking 
events helps the company stay con-
nected and foster relationships. 

CATERING TO REALTORS® 

“It really matters who you work with 
in insurance,” says Benito. He and his 
team focus on helping REALTORS® 

and making sure things go smoothly 
for them and their clients. 

“We as a company put customers 
first,” stresses Benito. “We service our 
own clients and answer the phone. You 
are not getting transferred to a 1-800 
number. We do a lot of leg work to get 
the best coverage and the best pricing.” 
He and his team go above and beyond 
for their clients with their availability 
and accessibility. 

A DEDICATED DAD 

While business keeps him busy, 
Benito’s greatest adventure is being a 
father. “I have two kids, a 6-year-old 
son and a 2-year-old daughter, and 
balancing my responsibilities as a Dad 
and a business owner has been both 
challenging and rewarding.” Benito’s 
wife, Amanda, whom he married 
right out of high school, is his rock 
and business advisor, though she’s 
not involved in day-to-day operations. 
“Our life revolves around sports,” 
Benito laughs. “I coach high school 
wrestling, a junior wrestling club, 
and my son’s flag football team. From 
October to February, our weekends 
are filled with tournaments.”

T h e  b e s t  a d v i c e  I ’ v e 

r e c e i v e d  i s  t h a t  y o u  d o n ’ t 

h a v e  t o  b e  t h e  h e r o  o f 

t h e  s t o r y ;  y o u  c a n  b e 

t h e  g u i d e .  T h a t ’s  t h e 

a p p r o a c h  w e  t a ke  w i t h 

o u r  c l i e n t s .  We  g u i d e 

t h e m  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s 

a n d  m a ke  s u r e  t h e y 

u n d e r s t a n d  e v e r y  d e t a i l .

LEAVING A LEGACY 

With everything that he does, Benito 
is making an impact on his clients and 
his community. That’s important for 
this successful entrepreneur.

“I want to be remembered as a valued 
member of the community,” he com-
ments. He connects others and helps 
them to achieve their dreams. 

Benito Ortiz and Strategic Insurance 
Group are not only shaping the future 
of insurance in New Mexico but also 
making a difference for others. Benito 
lives a life of purpose and passion, a 
bright light in the world around him. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

BENITO ORTIZ 

(505) 366-4108 
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505-237-2225  •  Sunwestescrow.com  
10600 Menaul Blvd NE Albuquerque, NM 87112

*Notify your escrow agent that you want the contract ordered from Sunwest Escrow and Steider & Associates.

Use a QI (Qualified Intermediary) to facilitate the transaction!
Learn more at sunwest1031.com

When trading up in property, your 
investors can save on capital gains taxes by 

rolling the gains into a new property!

505-587-3535 Call/Text
dukecityinspections.com - Book Online 24/7

Keep Your Deals Moving
with Duke City Inspections

ALL O
F 

O
U

R
 IN

SP
EC

TORS ARE LICEN
SED

 &
 IN

SURED.

Full Home | Radon Gas | Mold Testing | Termite/WDO | Same Day Reports | And more…

Schedule Your
Inspection Today!

Fast,
Thorough
Inspections
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M ark Rickert, co-founder of 
Rickert Property Group at Real 

Broker, isn’t your typical real estate 
professional. His path to success has 
been anything but linear, winding 
through the Navy, high tech, and 
even a stint fixing copiers in a suit 
and tie. This diverse background has 
shaped him into the compassionate 
and dedicated broker he is today, 
one who prioritizes relationships over 
transactions and believes in going 
above and beyond for his clients.

Mark’s tale began in Detroit, 
Michigan, where he was born. His 
childhood was marked by instabil-
ity and challenges, including his 
parents’ divorce when he was a 
toddler and a period of rebellious 
behavior that led to a less than 
proud period of his life. Despite 
these early struggles, Mark found 

his escape in sports and excelled 
at basketball and track during his 
high school years at the prestigious 
Monteverde Academy in Florida.

After serving in the Navy where he 
worked on helicopters aboard the 
USS Independence aircraft carrier, 
Mark found success in the tech world. 
Initially, he worked as a copier repair-
man but believed in dressing for suc-
cess. He notes, “I was wearing a white 
shirt, Italian clothing – working on 
copiers and no one could ever believe 
how I kept so clean.” This led to a 
career with a global semiconductor 
manufacturer and eventually, he even 
started his own IT company in Silicon 
Valley. Yet, something was missing. 
He felt a pull toward real estate, a 
passion sparked by his father’s career 
as a real estate investor.

In 2011, Mark took the leap of faith, 
selling his tech company and relo-
cating to New Mexico with his wife, 
Karla. Leaving the high-tech industry 
behind, he embraced his true call-
ing, obtaining his real estate broker 
license in 2015.

Since then, Mark has thrived in the 
real estate world, but his approach 
is distinct. He views real estate as 
more than just transactions; it’s about 
building lasting relationships and 
understanding his clients’ needs on a 
deeper level. This philosophy, com-
bined with his hands-on experience in 
construction and real estate investing, 
gives him a unique edge.

“Most agents shy away from the 
nitty-gritty of construction,” Mark 
explains. “But having renovated many 
properties and even tackled ground-up 

Rickert Property Group |  Real Broker

M A R K

RickertRickert

By Dan Clark
Photos by Ponic Photography

saluting veterans

It ’s  about exceeding expectat ions.  I  want my cl ients to feel 

l ike they’re part  of  the family,  not just  another transact ion.
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construction projects, I can spot poten-
tial and expensive issues that others 
might miss. It’s about providing real 
value and peace of mind to my clients.”
This commitment to going above and 
beyond is evident in every aspect of his 
business. Mark invests significantly in 
his listings, often paying for staging, 
cinematic property videos and even 
cleanings to ensure his clients’ homes 
are presented in the best possible 
light. He believes in providing a con-
cierge experience, offering thoughtful 
touches like high-end chocolates and 
customized closing gifts tailored to 
each client’s preferences.

“It’s about exceeding expectations,” 
Mark says. “I want my clients to feel 
like they’re part of the family, not just 
another transaction.”

Mark’s success is reflected in his 
impressive sales record and the 
loyalty of his clients. But his impact 
extends beyond the realm of real 
estate. He actively mentors at-risk 
youth in lock-up facilities, drawing 
on his own experiences to guide them 
toward a better path. He also dedi-
cates his time to various non-profit 
organizations, embodying a spirit of 
giving back to the community.

“We all have a responsibility to help 
those in need and I’m in the seed 
planting business, not the outcomes 
business,” Mark believes. “Whether 
it’s mentoring a troubled teen or lend-
ing a hand to a local charity, every act 
of kindness makes a difference.”

Mark Rickert’s story is an inspiring 
testament to one’s ability to overcome 
challenges and achieve success. He is 
more than just a real estate broker; he 
is a community leader, a role model 
and a testament to the power of 
empathy and dedication in building a 
truly fulfilling life – something we all 
strive to achieve.

We al l  have a responsibi l i ty  to help those in 

need and I ’m in the seed plant ing business,  not 

the outcomes business.  Whether i t ’s  mentoring 

a troubled teen or lending a hand to a local 

chari ty,  every act  of  kindness makes a di f ference.

The Ultimate
Home Inspection

Featuring
• PTP360
   Interactive 360° Visual Inspection Summary

• PTPEstimates Powered by Punchlist
   Cost estimate for Inspection Summary Items

• PTPFloorPlan
   An accurate floor plan of the entire home

• PTPHomeManual Powered by Centriq
   The digital owner's manual for the home

Eric Robinson
(Senior Home Inspector)

www.pillartopost.com/cgteam

Albuquerque’s Premier Duct
Restoration Professionals

WE ARE NM ONLY NMAR 6107 COMPLIANT
AIR DUCT RESTORATION COMPANY!

License #413839

505.600.9374 · ductworxnm.com
ductworx505@gmail.com

Fully Licensed, Bonded, & Insured
NMAR 6107 Form Compliant

Your Listings
Deserve the

BEST

NEW MEXICO'S ONLY LICENSED AND
CERTIFIED AIR DUCT RESTORATION COMPANY

Picture Perfect Homes, Captured to Sell!

LizLopezPhotography.com
505.401.9843
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Don't Fall Behind,
Christmas is Coming

Call to Schedule Your Luminaria Lighting Installation Now!

Sewer | Radon | Mold

Duct Scope

Termite & WDO

Well & Water Testing

Let us Go BEYOND 
Your Expectations.

Commercial | Residential
Environmental Inspections

BeyondInspect.com

505.780.8132
office@beyondinspect.com

The World’s Most Well-Known & Oldest Moving Company Since 1891

• Comprehensive Packing, Moving, & Storage 
Solutions for Any Size Move

• Customized & Guaranteed Relocation Plans for 
Your Clients- And We Go Anywhere and Everywhere 
since 1891

• New Mexico’s highest-rated mover, 4.8 stars with 
1,850+ reviews on Google!

• Early Quotes Will Save Your Clients Money and Time!

Your Moving Plan Starts with your FREE QUOTE. 
Call Anytime to Schedule!

505.888.1007 | myabqmover.com | becca@myabqmover.com
2600 1st ST NW | Albuquerque

SIMPLIFY YOUR CLIENTS' MOVES
ONE-STOP MOVING SOLUTIONS WITH PRORELO BEKINS

SIMPLIFY YOUR CLIENTS' MOVES
ONE-STOP MOVING SOLUTIONS WITH PRORELO BEKINS
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By Dan Clark  |  Photos by Liz Lopez Photography

saluting veterans

J oshua Christensen is comprised of 
grit, determination and unwavering 

commitment to service. His journey, which 
began in the heartland of Iowa, has led 
him to become a cornerstone of the real 
estate industry in New Mexico, and his story 
resonates especially deeply as we approach 
Veterans Day.

Joshua’s path wasn’t always clear-cut. 
Growing up in a family with limited means, 
the prospect of college seemed daunting. In 
a bid to secure his future, he enlisted in the 
Navy straight out of high school. Although a 
medical discharge cut his service short, the 
military instilled discipline and a strong work 
ethic in him.

After a few years of exploring different fields, 
Joshua found his footing in the financial world. 
He began as a bank manager in the mid-1990s 
and quickly rose through the ranks, eventually 
taking over the residential mortgage department 
in 2001. However, the housing market crash 
of 2008 dealt a devastating blow, eventually 
watching his income dwindle and his dreams 
crumble. “We lost everything,” he recalls, “We 
weren’t the only ones. That entire time affected 
a lot of people in the mortgage industry.”

Despite the hardship, Joshua saw opportunity 
rise from the ashes of chaos. He began flipping 
houses in 2012, a venture that reignited his 
passion for real estate. Encouraged by a friend, 
he obtained his real estate license and closed his 
mortgage company, marking a pivotal turning 
point in his career. Joshua has been a licensed 
Qualifying Broker with Realty One of New 
Mexico since 2015.

Today, Joshua is a 
seasoned veteran 
of the real estate 
industry, specializing 
in creative financing 
deals – particularly 
owner financing. 
His expertise in this 
niche area has proven 
invaluable in a market 
where traditional 
sales have slowed. 
“I’ve talked to all my 
sellers, showing them how they could sell 
their house faster for about 30% more 
using owner financing,” he explains.

Joshua’s success isn’t just measured in 
sales figures. He’s built a thriving team, 
mentoring two associate brokers and 
establishing a small property management 
company. He’s also an active investor, with 
over 400 units and a 124-unit apartment 
complex in Stillwater, Oklahoma having 
closed recently.

His ambitions extend beyond transactions 
and portfolios, though. Joshua is ventur-
ing into the realm of real estate education, 
aiming to share his wealth of knowledge 
and experience. He’s authored a book, Get 
UNBROKE, which focuses on mindset, 
skill-set, real estate knowledge and passive 
income. He’s also developing courses on 
some of those topics, as well as courses 
in underwriting and creative financing, 
hoping to empower both aspiring investors 
and homeowners looking to navigate the 
complexities of the market.

Christensen Properties |  R1 New Mexico

J O S H U A

Christensen
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Top 5 for
BEST CATERING

COMPANY
Albuquerque

the Magazine-
Best of the
City 2023 &

2024
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Noah Scanland | Private Chef
505.803.8827 | noahstable505@gmail.com
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50%OFF

first drip
special!

Recharge.
Revitalize.

Excel.
505-587-5789

5901 Wyoming Blvd NE  |  Suite V  |  Albuquerque, NM 87109

As we celebrate Veterans Day, 
Joshua’s story serves as a powerful 
reminder of the resilience and adapt-
ability of our veterans. His journey 
from Navy nuclear electrician to real 
estate mogul exemplifies the American 
dream, fueled by hard work, determi-
nation, and an unwavering belief in 
the power of education and service. 
As Joshua himself puts it, “It’s been 
this long, convoluted path. Things just 
flowed from one to the next.” And as 
he continues to blaze new trails in real 
estate, we can’t help but anticipate the 
exciting chapters yet to be written in 
his remarkable story.

This foray into the education perspec-
tive of real estate stems from his time 
in the Navy. His medical discharge 
left him unable to complete his initial 
training while in the Navy. He was 
appreciative of the experience and 
expertise gained. As a result, he has 
always thrived in a mentorship role. 
Whether educating his clients, or 
other brokers, you can be sure that 
Joshua is most certainly in his element 
in a leadership role. And he’s more 
than happy to share his knowledge 
with clients and colleagues, alike. 
Ultimately, Joshua’s story is a testa-
ment to the power of perseverance and 
the enduring value of service, both in 
the Navy and in the real estate world.
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We look forward to growing our relationship with you!

Sarah Whitlock
VP Mortgage Banker, NMLS #640507

Call/Text: 505 239 1022
swhitlock@bankofalbuquerque.com

Lauren Sandoval
VP Mortgage Banker, NMLS #1654808
Call/Text: 505.553.2059
lsandoval@bankofalbuquerque.com

Bank of Albuquerque® is a trademark of  BOKF, NA. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender       © 2023 BOKF NA.

•  Retained servicing of 90% of our loans. •  No 800 number to call, questions go straight to your loan officer. •  In-house appraisal board and local operations for fast 

turn times. •  Portfolio programs for Advanced Medical Professionals. •  Portfolio ARM programs for primary, second home, investment and non-warrantable condos.
•  Builder Incentive Program – buyers receive $2,500 towards closing costs with any builder.

Juan Duran Local Investor
505-907-6294 | duranj22@hotmail.com

If you have a listing, that isn't selling, we can
solve your problem and close as fast as 3 days!
If you have a listing, that isn't selling, we can
solve your problem and close as fast as 3 days!

Represent your client on both sides
while getting their home sold.DOUBLE END YOUR LISTING

• Problem Listings
•Fixer Upper

 • Short Sale • Divorce
• Liquidations
• Estate Sale

• Foreclosures
• As-is Purchases

U N M ATC H E D
Customer Service

E X P E RT
Landscape Services LABARGE LANDSCAPE INC.

Commercial & Residential Landscaping
2110 Claremont Ave NE Suite C | Albuquerque, NM 87107
(505) 345-3000 | labargelandscape.net 

Improve the curb appeal
for your listings!
LaBarge Landscape can help!

Improve the curb appeal
for your listings!
LaBarge Landscape can help!

HR Integrity
Liquidation Services

BARBARA SPEAR • (505) 339-8401

Serving Albuquerque for over 8 years!

GUIDING ESTATES, GUIDING AGENTS: 

Your Path to Seamless Transactions

HR

COMPASSIONATE SOLUTIONS FOR 
ESTATE LIQUIDATION EXCELLENCE

•House Cleanouts
•Estate Sales, prepping & hosting

•Final Clean for Listing

•House Cleanouts
•Estate Sales, prepping & hosting

•Final Clean for Listing

Y O U R  T R U S T E D  P A R T N E R

FAST & HASSLE-FREE
DUMPSTER RENTALS

Flatbed Hauling · Debris Removal · Yard Clean Outs

Skid-Steer Services · Junk/Trash Removal

Dump Trailers Rentals · 15 & 20 Yard Dumpster Rentals

505.610.1103
DanielsDumping.com

CHECK US
OUT ONLINE!
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Ask not what your country can do for you – 

ask what you can do for your country.

– JOHN F.  KENNEDY 

On September 11, 2001, a moment of profound trag-
edy reshaped America, and for Richard Gonzales, 
it was a defining event that set him on the path of 
military service. The Las Vegas, New Mexico native 
was a high school senior at Robertson High School. 

“I watched live when the second plane hit the Twin 
Towers with my classmates,” he recalls. “Many of 
us vowed then and there we were going to enlist 
in the military. I signed up at 17 years old with my 
local Army National Guard Recruiter and departed 
for basic training in Fort Knox, Kentucky, in 2002. 
That’s where the drill sergeants prepared us for 
our imminent deployments to the Middle East in a 
wartime situation.”

After completing training, he served on Operation 
Noble Eagle, where he secured high-profile mili-
tary facilities for Homeland Security. However, his 
desire to serve on the front lines led him to volun-
teer for deployment at 20. In 2005, he deployed 
to Baghdad, Iraq, with the 126th Military Police 
Company, training Iraqi police forces to secure 
their neighborhoods and fight terrorism. Richard 
is a Combat Veteran who says the real heroes are 
those who gave their lives for our freedom. 

Upon returning home, Richard continued his ser-
vice in various active-duty roles. He worked in the 
Contracting Division at the United States Property 
and Fiscal Office and later at the Regional Training 
Institute. His leadership and dedication earned him 
a permanent full-time assignment as a Recruiting 
Retention NCO, where he found his calling in help-
ing fellow New Mexicans join the military. Richard 
served in multiple leadership roles before retiring 
in 2022 as a Master Sergeant after 20 years of 
distinguished service.

He also took the chance to further his education, 
earning a Bachelor of Business Administration 
in Human Resources from Ashford University in 
2014, while still on active duty.

Richard’s dedication to the military was deeply 
ingrained from a young age. “I always knew I 
would join the military,” he says. “My grandfather 
Orlando ‘Speedy’ Gonzales served in the USMC, 
and all his brothers were decorated combat vet-
erans. Their service during the Korean War and 
World Wars made a lasting impression on me.”

A New Chapter 

After retiring from the military, Richard embarked 
on a new journey, launching his career in real 
estate. He began as a part-time broker in 2016, in 
anticipation of his retirement. “I wish I had known 
earlier how scalable a part-time real estate career 
could be,” he says. “There’s so many aspects of the 
business you can start with. It’s not just all in or 
nothing. Team structures are awesome and vitally 
important for new brokers and part-time brokers.” 

OSO Elite Realty

R I C H A R D

Gonzales

Answering the Call

By Beth McCabe  
Photos by  
Ponic Photography

saluting 
veterans
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Now the proud Qualifying Broker and Owner of OSO 
Elite Realty, Richard serves Central and Northern New 
Mexico. “We just opened OSO Elite Realty as an inde-
pendent New Mexico brokerage, and we have associate 
brokers ready to help our fellow New Mexicans. My 
goal is to grow our capabilities by adding more like-
minded brokers who are ready to provide excellent 
service and results to our deserving communities. I 
want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our associate 
brokers who have chosen to be in business with us, 
and to all our clients who have trusted us with their 
real estate goals.”

This veteran-owned local brokerage helps clients with 
their real estate dreams in the Land of Enchantment. 
Richard built his business on the Scripture of 
Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.” Expect excellent communica-
tion, transparency, and honesty. 

Family + Fun 

Outside of his professional career, Richard enjoys 
spending time outdoors—camping, fishing, hunting, 
and volunteer coaching. But his greatest joy comes 
from his family. He credits his wife, Yvonne, with 
transforming his life after returning from Iraq.

“When I met Yvonne, I was a 21-year-old young man 
with a lot of misplaced energy. I had just come back 
from the most dangerous city in the world at the time 
and was ready to volunteer for another deployment. 
Instead, God had other plans. Yvonne helped me see 
everything I had and all I could be for our family. 
She’s my rock, and our children, Thiago and Tasia, 
are my everything.”

Looking back on his 20 years of military service and 
forward to his career in real estate, Richard defines suc-
cess as being a good husband, a supportive father, and a 
leader who inspires others to reach their full potential.

An Inspiration 

Richard is an inspiration. He answered the call to 
serve his country and now he serves his clients. A man 
of vision, hard work, and dedication, he continues to 
honor others with the same sense of duty that began 
on that fateful day in 2001.

I  can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens me.

-  PHIL IPP IANS 4 : 13

I  wish I had known 

earlier how scalable 

a part-time real 

estate career could 

be. There’s so many 

aspects of the 

business you can 

start with. It’s not 

just all in or nothing.
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LET’S 

Call to Ensure Your Listings are
Ready for the Fall Market!

Check out all our services on our website!
 ALANISROOFINGNM.COM

Mark V. Alanis
Sales/Project Manager 

505.710.5507
malanisnca@yahoo.com

Realtors get special
pricing and

priority scheduling!Raise the RoofRaise the Roof
ON YOUR LISTINGS THIS FALL!


