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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Avoid Home
Inspection Issues
Avoid Home
Inspection Issues
Performing maintenance, tune-up and cleaning prior to 
showing a home can help ensure a smoother transaction later.

RESIDENTIAL • NEW CONSTRUCTION • COMMERCIAL

Visit us online or call to schedule
your next HVAC service proposal

720-487-9321 • ParkeysCo.com

ASSISTANT TASKS

The On-Call Assistant
theoncallassistant.com

BUILDER

Classic Homes
(719) 785-3309
classichomes.com

Classic Homes: Timber 
Ridge and Sterling Ranch
(719) 592-9333
classichomes.com

G.J. Gardner Homes
(719) 394-9179
www.gjgardner.com

CLOTHIER

Inherent Clothier
(719) 481-1038
123 N Tejon St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

CRM

Bonzo
(614) 357-2367
getbonzo.com

ELECTRICIAN

Blackout Electric
(719) 401-8500
www.blackoutelectricllc.com

ESTATE SALES & AUCTIONS

Schur Success Group
(719) 667-1000
schursuccessgroup.com

FENCE BUILDER

H & H Fencing and 
Landscape Solutions
(719) 291-4145
handh-fencing.com

FRAMING

Orly’s Art Gallery & 
Custom Framing
(719) 630-3371
orlysgallery.com

HANDYMAN

H & H Fencing and 
Landscape Solutions
(719) 291-4145
handh-fencing.com

HOME INSPECTION

Brick and Mortar Home 
Inspection Inc.
(719) 648-2835
bandmhomeinspections.com

Ground Floor  
Home Inspection
(719) 641-1555
groundfloorhome 
inspection.com

Inspections Over Coffee
Bryan Zenner
(720) 845-5282
InspectionsOverCoffee.com

Premier One  
Home Inspections
(719) 217-9594
PremierOneHome 
Inspections.com

HOUSE CLEANING

Peak Cleaning Service
(719) 313-7650

HVAC/PLUMBING

Parkeys Heating, Plumbing, 
& Air Conditioning
(719) 493-9596
parkeysco.com

INSURANCE

Farmers Insurance
Michael Hendrickson Agency
(719) 572-5938
farmersagent.com/
mhenderickson

LANDSCAPER

H & H Fencing and 
Landscape Solutions
(719) 291-4145
handh-fencing.com

MARKETING

Connect Grafiks & Marketing
(719) 679-2626
connectgrafiks.com

MORTGAGE

Bank Central
bankcentral.net

Edge Home Finance
Zack Tarbet
‭(719) 424-0561‬

Fairway Independent 
Mortgage Corporation
(719) 925-9020
fairwayindependentmc.com

Fidelity Mortgage Solutions
Vaughn Littrell
(719) 290-0415
vaughnlittrell.com
Low Cost Mortgage
Mike Floren
(719) 362-0439
LCMLoans.com

Mint Lending
Jessica Jones
(719) 439-6440
mintlending.net

Mortgage Solutions Financial
Leanna Hardwick
(719) 283-9577
mortgagesolutions.net

Paramount Residential 
Mortgage Group, Inc.
JD Peck
(719) 428-1020
jdpeck.lender.marketing/

MOVING & STORAGE

5 Star Moving & Storage
(719) 417-4993
5starmovingandstorage.com

Arrow Moving and Storage
arrowmoving.net

NOTARY SERVICES

NorthEnd Notary Services
(719) 440-4843
northendnotaryservices.com

PHOTOGRAPHER

Capture Life Photography
(719) 789-5558
capturelife.photo

Casa Bay Photography
(541) 213-5435
CasaBayPhotography.com

PHOTOGRAPHER | REAL 

ESTATE MEDIA

Griffin Marketing Agency
(435) 523-9498
griffinmarketingagency.com

Hommati
(719) 357-5273
hommati.com

PLUMBING

Bill’s Plumbing & Drain
(719) 598-4775
billsplumbinganddrainservice.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

All County Colorado Springs 
Property Management
(719) 445-7172
allcountycs.com

All County Colorado Springs 
Property Management
(719) 445-7172
allcountycs.com

TITLE & ESCROW

Chicago Title of Colorado
(719) 602-9431
colorado.ctic.com

Empire Title of Colorado Springs
(719) 884-5300
etcos.com

First American Title
(303) 334-2186
firstamcolorado.com

VACATION RENTAL 

MANAGEMENT

Travel to Profit Management
Kayla Olson
(719) 460-4244
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Colorado Springs
Plumbing Specialists

Repair • Remodel • Water Heaters • Gas • Sewer Services • Hydro Jetting • Video Inspection • Excavation

Your go-to plumbing contractor
that you can trust and always delivers.

Contact us today
(719) 598-4775 | billsplumbinganddrainservice.com

Save time, money and last minute objection repairs with plumbing inspections. 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

For articles, coverage, and advertising, contact 
Brian Gowdy at 719-313-3028; brian.gowdy@
realproducersmag.com.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions 
expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company 
d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid 
advertisements contained within the Colorado Springs Real Producers 
magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be 
held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

C O LO R A D O  S P R I N G S
M E E T  T H E

To elevate the 
culture in real 

estate so agents 
know each other 
better and treat 
each other more 
humanely. Better 
communication 

results in smoother 
transactions, 

happier clients 
and more repeat 

business for 
everyone involved.

Our Vision  
for Colorado 
Springs Real 

Producers:

LISTED IN ORDER:

Brian Gowdy

Publisher | Advertising Sales

719-313-3028

brian.gowdy@n2co.com

Sue Hunyady

Ad Specialist

COSads@realproducersmag.com

Tabby Halsrud

Content Coordinator & Writer

cosrealproducerscontent@n2co.com

Jenny Bower-Ashpaugh 

Appointment Manager

Aimee Garske

Client Concierge

Heidi Mossman

Photographer

719-789-5558

Maria Bay

Photographer

541-213-5435

Barbara Gart

Writer

Sara Cripe 

Social Media Manager 

sara@connectgrafiks.com

Stefy Ruiz

Event Coordinator

Geneva Eilertson

Reprints Manager

geneva@realproducersmag.com
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I’m especially proud of this edition and the way we are 
honoring and celebrating the role of Mother. Each of 
this month’s featured agents is a mother and expressed 
a deep love for her family.

FROM THE EDITOR
r e f l e c t i o n s

After being “fired” by her 4-year old and becoming a 
“reluctant REALTOR®,” this month’s Real Producer 
Mary Biga has a successful business. Mary also fulfills 
her deepest “why” through her active involvement 
with We Fortify, a non-profit providing safe homes for 
teens and young adults to help them pivot out of pov-
erty. Serving with this special organization is a natural 
extension of what Mary and her husband had already 
been doing - providing a safe space and guidance to 
neighborhood kids in their home.

Rising Star Sol Martin recalls her childhood days of 
financial struggle but always knew her mom was doing 
her best. Sol is proud that she can now provide finan-
cial security both for her own family and for her mom. 
Sol’s mother took a leap of faith to bring the family 
to the U.S. and then Sol took a leap of faith herself to 
completely transform her whole life. Sol puts her family 
first and honors her roots through her business today.

We are also highlighting the Mother-Daughter 
dynamic duo, Kim Kentera and Alex Whitworth. The 
deep bond Kim and Alex share is a strong foundation 
for a collaborative work relationship that serves their 
clients well. As they continue to refine the delicate art 
of balancing work and family, their unwavering love 
for each other shines through.

Do yourself a favor and read these inspirational stories.

Happy Mother’s Day! 

Tabby Halsrud
Content Coordinator & Editor | Lead Writer
cosrealproducerscontent@n2co.com
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WE’LL GET
YOU THERE!
WE’LL GET
YOU THERE!

No matter where your journey takes you…

LOCAL
Your local move in the Colorado Springs Metro Area for a 
worry-free experience.

COMMERCIAL
Every detail is handled with expert care and professionalism.

WHITE GLOVE DELIVERY SERVICE
Projects handled with expert precision from accepting items 
for storage, delivery, and set up in their home.

INTERSTATE
As an Interstate Agent for Wheaton World Wide Moving,
we leverage the power of our national van line network to 
move across the country e�ortlessly.
STORAGE
Need Storage? Ask about our 20,000 sq ft, Dept of Defense 
approved for our military members' state-of-the-art facility 
with 24 hr surveillance.

USDOT 70719 | MC 87113

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
719.227.7755

info@5starmovingandstorage.com  •  5starmovingandstorage.com

Woman AND Locally Owned & Operated

Best Mover and 
Best Storage 

Facility! 
Thank you, to all of 
our realtor partners 

who voted for us!

Attention Realtors! Are you assisting 
military families with their PCS moves?
 
Partner with us for seamless relocation services tailored 
speci�cally for military personnel. Our expert team specializes 
in PCS Military moving services, ensuring a stress-free 
transition for your clients. 

From packing to delivery, we handle it all with precision and 
care. Let's work together to make their transition smooth and 
hassle-free. Contact us today to discuss how we can support 
your military clients!

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS:

•	 Mike Floren with Low Cost Mortgage 

•	 JD Peck with Paramount Residential Mortgage Group 

•	 Brian Huston - Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation 

•	 Melysa Benedict - 5 Star Moving & Storage 

•	 Ben Gosz - Chicago Title 

•	 Chris Kjeldsen - Ground Floor Home Inspection 

•	 Zack Tarbet - Edge Home Finance 

•	 Vaughn Littrell - Fidelity Mortgage Solutions 

•	 Randy Goodson - Mayberry Communities 

•	 Scott Glascock - All County Colorado Springs Property Management 

•	 Kayla & Jed Olson - Travel to Profit Management 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNERS:

•	 Rising Star: Troy MacDonald
•	 Leader of the Year: Wendy Weber
•	 Legacy REALTOR®: Bobbi Price
•	 Social Media Star: Lana Rodriguez
•	 Inspirational Story: Aracely Arvizu
•	 People’s Choice: Johnny Allen
•	 Most Valuable Team Player: Tiffany Carroll
•	 World Changer: Ashlee Nath
•	 Industry Icon: Treasure Davis

Photography by Chris Kjeldsen with Ground Floor Home 
Inspection and Maria Bay with Casa Bay Photography

RP Awards
real producers events

COCKTAIL HOUR

the 2024
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Theoncallassistant.com
719-208-4605

Michael Shenuk
CEO/Co Founder

Aimee Garske
COO/Co Founder

Click below to find out how
we could help you

Offload your important tasks to our team so you 
can spend time on higher-value activities

(like spending time with your family)!

We got you covered.

���������
�������
�������
�����
����

Electrical Contractors License # EC 0102188 | Master License Number # ME.3000816

Ready For
A Great

Electrical Safety
Inspection Experience?

-- Julie Robertson, RE/MAX Real Estate Group

If you're in need of an experienced, friendly electrician 
that values trust and won't hit you with hidden costs, 
Blackout Electric is the one to call. Highly recommend!

719-401-8500  |  www.blackoutelectricllc.com

Panel/Subpanel installation or upgrades | Service Inspections
Remodels/Additions | LED retrofits | Hot Tub | Generac Installs | Generator Plugs

Service | Outdoor Lighting | Electrical Repairs | Fixture Upgrades | Trouble Shooting

Contact Wayne
for a Free 3D Tour

and Zillow Floor Plan

YO
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N

E 
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U
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E 
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R 
CO

MPLE
TE REAL ESTATE VISUAL SERVICES
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Photography by Chris Kjeldsen with Ground Floor Home 
Inspection and Maria Bay with Casa Bay Photography

RP Awards
real producers events

the 2024

Our Legacy Realtor Award sponsor: Melysa 
Benedict with 5 Star Moving & Storage

Chris Kjeldsen surprising Brian Gowdy with the 
Industry Influencer Award

Our Inspirational Story Award sponsor: Zack 
Tarbet with Edge Home Finance

AWARDS CEREMONY
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Our People’s Choice Award sponsor: Kayla & Jed 
Olson with Travel to Profit Management

Our Headline Sponsor: J.D. Peck with Paramount 
Residential Mortgage Group

Our Social Media Star Award sponsor: Ben Gosz 
with Chicago Title
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Our non-profit spotlight: Shelley 
Jensen with We Fortify

Keynote speaker: Patrick MuldoonHeadline sponsor: Mike Floren with 
Low Cost Mortgage

Our Most Valuable Team Player Award 
Sponsor: Vaughn Littrell with Fidelity 
Mortgage Solutions

Our Industry Icon Award sponsor: Scott 
Glascock with All County Colorado 
Springs Property Management
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Our Leader of the Year Award sponsor: Brian Huston 
with Fairway Mortgage

Our World Changer Award sponsor: Randy Goodson 
with Mayberry Communities

Our Rising Star Award Sponsor: Chris Kjeldsen with 
Ground Floor Home Inspection

THE DREAM IS FREE.
THE HUSTLE IS SOLD SEPERATELY.

Vaughn Littrell
Vlittrell@fidelityms.com

(719) 290-0415
NMLS # 1092985

15455 Gleneagle Drive, Suite 230  |  Colorado Springs CO 80921  |  FidelityMortgageSolutions.com  |  NMLS #476792

Regulated by the division of Real Estate
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ONLINE 
SCHEDULING 
MADE EASY

Brick and Mortar Home Inspections, values the 
relationships we create with our agents and clients!

Brick and Mortar Home Inspections, values the 
relationships we create with our agents and clients!

CasaBay Photography

C A L L  O R  T E X T  T O  S C H E D U L E  
719.313.7650 | peakcleaningsvs@gmail.com

Move Outs • Stage Cleaning • Residential • O�ce Spaces

Picture Perfect and Ready to Leave
the Best First Impression Every Time.
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rising star
Written by Tabby Halsrud

Casa Bay Photography

Sol Martin was born in Mexico and 
moved to Colorado with her family in 
2004. Although she knew some English 
when her family moved here, Sol 

admits it was a culture shock. Young, scared, and 
feeling intimidated in many of her classes, she 
found some comfort in her ESL classes. Outside 
of school, Sol worked to improve her English by 
watching television with subtitles, writing out 
lyrics for the music she listened to, and then 
translating them to learn the meaning of the 
words. Sol attained her citizenship in 2016.

Sol met her husband in 2016 and they got married 
the following year by Elvis in Las Vegas. Her hus-
band is active duty and in March of 2017, he left for 
Romania. Three days later, Sol found out she was 
expecting their first child together. Not having any 
family in Colorado at the time, Sol was on her own 
for the duration of her pregnancy. Their son Logan 
was born a short three days after her husband 
returned home.

In 2019, Sol’s husband left for Korea and she was 
working in property insurance at USAA. “That is 
what piqued my interest in real estate. A friend and 
I agreed to sign up for classes. I thought real estate 
would be really good for our family and my hus-
band was very supportive.” Later that year, Sol had 
to put her schooling on temporary hold when 
her father was murdered and she returned 
to Mexico to bury him. She remembered, 
“It was a really tough time. My husband 
was gone and it was just me and our 
son. A lot had to be put on the back 
burner, including real estate 
school.” Eventually, Sol did 
continue her schooling, 
taking advantage of the 
daycare on base for 
Logan so she could read 
and study and take the 
real estate tests.

DISCOVERING  

HER PURPOSE 

When Sol got word that her 
husband would be returning 
home in 2020, they decided to 

purchase a home. They fell in love with a neighbor-
hood and wanted to build there. She persistently 
followed up with the builder representative until a 
lot became available and they went under contract. 
“It was a really eye opening experience. I was in 
the middle of real estate school, we were building a 
house, and my husband was still overseas. I learned 
a lot about the process of building a home and 
through that process I found my calling and knew 
that this is what I wanted to do.” 

Sol got her real estate license in 2020 and contin-
ued working her regular job for a while to ensure 
her mortgage and other bills got paid and her family 
was cared for. In those early days, Sol worked from 
6:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and then would do showings 
after her day job, not getting home until seven or 
eight o’clock at night. She started on a team before 
going independent and was proud to close twelve 
transactions on her own in her first year. “I love 
being in real estate. I focus on the relationships 
that I build with my clients and fellow agents - after 
all we are all here to collaborate and work together. 
I enjoy the journey of every single family that I 
have helped - they all have wonderful stories.”

Sol is a huge believer that “knowledge is power” 
and loves sharing her knowledge with her clients. 
“I like to educate people on the transaction and 
what the next three to five years can look like after 
you purchase a home. That’s what fulfills me.” She 

recalled a memory of staging for a family who was 
in Germany and feeling overcome with emo-

tion. “I knew I wanted this to be my forever 
career. I just love it so much and love 

helping people. We all come from differ-
ent backgrounds and have different 

stories. At the end of the day we 
can connect over the pride 

of homeownership.” As an 
immigrant, Sol believes 
that owning real estate 
is part of the American 
Dream. “That’s when 
you know you made it,” 
she added. 

GROUNDED IN  

HER ROOTS 

For Sol, being featured in 
Real Producers is “unreal.” She 
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elaborated, “There are so many great 
agents out there. They have awesome 
careers and teams and are doing big 
things. So for me, it’s such a privi-
lege to be featured among them. It’s 
great to be able to do what I love. I 
started Our Casa Group because I 
wanted it to come from my roots of 
being Hispanic and Mexican, and the 
journey I’ve been on to become a cit-
izen and just becoming who I am as a 
person and a member of this commu-
nity. I will do anything to help people 
because I know what it’s like to be in 
those situations that are unfortunate.” 

Sol shared what her childhood was 
like. “We were always struggling and 
my mom has always done her best 
for me and my sister. My dad was not 
very present, and I remember one 
time I sold aluminum cans to help 
my mom. I still help my mom when 
she needs it. We have the sense of 
security now that she was not able to 
provide for us then. I provide it for 
my family and can also provide it for 
her and I’m so thankful for what we 
have now. If it weren’t for my mom 
bringing us here, my sister, my 
husband, and all the hard work, 
I wouldn’t have anything that I 
have now.” Sol’s mother took a 
leap of faith to bring their family 
here, then Sol took a leap of faith 
herself to completely transform 
her whole life.

Sol and her husband have three kids: 
Logan, age 6, Nevaeh age 16, and 
Alyssa age 19. Outside of work, the 
family enjoys spending time together 
- camping, off roading, or just hanging 
out at home. “We focus a lot on family 
unity and time together. Growing up 
my mom would always be working 
and although I am blessed I had my 
sister to spend time with back then, 
we like to be intentional and focus on 
our family time now, it is very import-
ant for us.”

oI knew I wanted 
this to be my 

forever career. 
I just love it so 
much and love 
helping people. 
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Zack Tarbet
Edge Home Finance

719-424-0561
zack@zacktmt.com

NMLS 2040562

FIND YOUR EDGE

THE TARBET MORTGAGE TEAM
Residential, Commercial, & Investment

Your Trusted Partner
F R O M  B E G I N N I N G  T O  C L O S E !oWe have the sense 

of security now that 
she was not able to 
provide for us then. 
I provide it for my 

family and can also 
provide it for her and 

I’m so thankful for 
what we have now.
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& 
WHITWORTH

K
im Kentera and Alex Whitworth, a dynamic mother-
daughter real estate duo, share a passion for real estate 
and a love of their family. Born from humble beginnings, 

Kim’s journey is one of resilience and integrity. Her mom 
immigrated from Germany with nothing but a backpack and this 
instilled a deep appreciation for hard work and purpose. Raised 
with four brothers, Kim naturally evolved into a go-to problem 
solver. She received an engineering degree from Georgia Tech, 
where she also enthusiastically cheered for the Yellow Jackets 
and met her husband. The integration of her technical background 
and supportive spirit uniquely equips her for the complexities and 
perseverance needed in real estate.

After dedicating 16 years to the vigorous world of management 
consulting, Kim embarked on a new chapter when she and her 
husband relocated to Colorado Springs. Kim embraced the role of 

Kim 
KENTERA 

Alex 

Written by Tabby Halsrud
Photography courtesy of Heidi Mossman 
of Capture Life Photography

mother-daughter duo

Kim Kentera nurturing mother to their four children while 
venturing into entrepreneurship, establishing 
a successful small business. Her altruistic 
spirit led her to contribute her skills to a non-
profit, channeling her energies into meaning-
ful endeavors. Kim’s family ties to real estate 
sparked a curiosity that soon blossomed into 
a full-fledged passion. Armed with determi-
nation and fueled by encouragement from 
her real estate-savvy relatives, Kim obtained 
her license six years ago. Since then, she has 
carved her path in real estate, cultivating a 
thriving network grounded in trust, loyalty, 
and a steadfast commitment to excellence.

THE BEGINNING OF A FAMILY BUSINESS 

Her business became a family business 
when her daughter Alex joined her team. 
Kim shared that adding Alex to her team 
has been a game-changer for her own work/
life balance. “I didn’t realize adding a person 
would simplify my life so much. At first I 
feared the added responsibility of training and 
supervision. However, I’ve come to realize 
that growth is impossible without the right 
support. Alex has an exceptional ability to fill 
gaps where I don’t have the bandwidth. Her 
knack for stepping in precisely where needed 
makes her the perfect complement. It’s been a 
wonderful revelation for me.” 

A SHARED PASSION 

Alex Whitworth married her high school 
sweetheart, got her nursing degree, and 
worked as a nurse before shifting into real 
estate. She has a passion for helping people 
through tough times. When Alex’s husband 
entered the military, they moved around a 
bit before returning to Colorado. She saw the 
love, passion, and drive that her mom had for 
real estate and wanted to pursue something 
different from her nursing career. Now she 
has her own passion for real estate and enjoys 
being able to help people in a different way. 
She loves connecting with people, especially 
those who are going through the daunting 
process as a first-time buyer or as members 
of the military moving to a new state. “I enjoy 
coming to work and it’s such a blessing that I 
get to do that with my mom.”

This mother-daughter team truly collaborates 
to serve their clients. They often meet their 
clients together, they include each other on 

K
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client correspondence, and they make an effort to attend closings 
together. They appreciate that their partnership supports them in 
being very responsive to clients.

Kim and Alex both feel honored to be featured in Real Producers. 
As they look back at their careers, they have learned how import-
ant it is to allow time to grow a real estate business. Kim reflected, 
“While the current market may present some challenges, seasoned 
professionals recognize that perseverance is key. Real estate oper-
ates in cycles, with highs and lows that test us. We want to encour-
age our realtor friends to stay the course, for within this profession 
lies immense satisfaction and fulfillment.”

AN INTRICATE DANCE 

This duo has been learning to balance the passion for their career 
with the love of their family. Kim shared, “Our work relationship 
is something truly special and unique, but work can sometimes 
blur the lines when we’re with family. We are in a business that 
runs seven days a week and it’s an intricate dance to keep work/
life balance.” As they continue to refine the delicate art of balanc-
ing work and family, their unwavering commitment to providing 
unparalleled service shines through, a testament to their passion 
and dedication.

Outside of work, Alex enjoys cycling, living a 
fitness lifestyle, and spending time with her 
husband and their two boys - the couple has 
a newborn and a three-year old. As for Kim, 
she is looking forward to growing the busi-
ness and traveling with her husband more this 
year, now that Alex is on the team and can 
share in the workload.

THEIR LOVE SHINES THROUGH 

Alex appreciates how caring her mom is. 
“Real estate is demanding. But she cares so 
much for her clients’ happiness and success. 
She cares on such a deep level - she’s the most 
caring, giving person I’ve ever met - both in 
real estate and with the family.”

Kim said of Alex, “She is life-giving. Her 
presence gives so much life to anybody in the 
room. It’s innate, unique, very special, and 
magnetizing. It makes you want to be that 
way, too. She’s just a joy to be around.”

Alex Whitworth
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MMary Biga refers to herself as the “reluctant 
REALTOR®.” Prior to her career in real estate, 
she loved everything about being a stay-at-
home mom. She was active in her kids’ school 
activities - spending time in the classroom 
and going on field trips - until she got “fired” 
by a four-year old. Mary recalled the day that 
her preschool daughter said, “I don’t need 
you in the classroom all the time and you 
don’t have to go on field trips. You should go 
find something to do.” 

Eventually, Mary did start looking for a job, but ini-
tially just wanted to work on the weekends so she 
could still be there for her kids and so she didn’t 
have to pay for childcare. One day she flipped open 
the Gazette and saw a little ad for a weekend recep-
tionist which seemed to be the answer she was 
seeking. The job ended up being for a real estate 
company, Metro Brokers Academy, only seven 
minutes from her house. She interviewed with the 
owner, Marlenna Davidson (who is also Managing 
Broker of Davidson Properties, Inc.) and the two 
hit it off. Marlenna saw a potential in Mary greater 
than just working the front desk and told her, 
“You’re going to do great things.” Mary was hesitant 
- she enjoyed her role as mom. Mary remembered, 
“Marlenna saw something in me that I didn’t see 
in myself.” When Marlenna’s assistant quit a short 
time later, she asked Mary to take on the role. 
Although Mary still wanted to be home for her kids 
after school, Marlenna offered to work around her 
schedule and things progressed from there.

A NATURAL GIFT 

Mary learned a lot just by being in the office with 
the agents and she picked up on needs intuitively. 
“I would overhear agents talking about properties 
and I listened to them explain contracts. Marlenna 
would be on the phone talking to a client and I’d 
hear her say the address so I would go online and 
start pulling up tax records and anything else I 
could find and hand it to her while she was still 
on the phone. We didn’t plan this - it just hap-
pened organically.” It wasn’t long before Marlenna 
encouraged Mary to pursue her real estate license 
by having her enroll in school and paying for her 
classes. Mary studied at home and eventually 
became Marlenna’s business partner. “It’s just been 
a very special journey that I’m blessed to have had.” 
The two have been working together since 1997.

Mary started on the property management side 
of the business and is appreciative of the valuable 
skills it taught her. “I think every agent needs to do 
property management for a year. It really brings 
you a different perspective with sales because you 
see the struggles that some of the tenants have.” 
The company is now co-owned by Marlenna and 
Mary and its name reflects that: Davidson Biga 
Realty, Inc. They specialize in both real estate and 
property management and Mary is still actively 
involved in taking phone calls and showing houses. 
For Mary, real estate is family; one of her sons and 
her daughter-in-law now work on the property 
management side of the company.

FUELED BY FAMILY 

Mary and her husband James have been married 
for 37 years and family is the most important thing 
to them. They enjoy spending time with their kids: 
William, Mark, John, Shauna, and Natasha, as 
well as their seven year old granddaughter, Maria, 
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who Mary affectionately calls “our little sunshine.” 
Most of Mary’s days begin with a 4:00 a.m. date 
with James at the gym. Mary’s other interests are 
race cars (an interest she shares with her hus-
band - although they are on “opposite teams”) and 
any genre of music. She enjoys the likes of Jason 
Aldean, Elvis, Johnny Cash, Frankie Valli and Tony 
Orlando. She also enjoys Kiss, Def Leppard, and 
Bruce Springsteen. 

A DEEPER WHY 

The Biga home has always been open to the neigh-
borhood kids. “Our house was the house where 
every kid came to. We had them call their parents 
to let them know where they were, but we fed them, 
made sure they did their homework, and followed 
up on their test scores. At times, we had 19 kids 
in the house. We also had our God Kids: God gave 
them to us at the age that we got them.” The Bigas 
provided what the kids needed - meals, a warm 
place to sleep, and basic needs like shaving cream. 
The kids knew the house rules and that they were 
expected to follow those rules while they were 
there. Mary shared, “There are still three boys who 
have our keys and eat out of our house; one got his 
engineering degree, one is an officer who graduated 
from the Air Force Academy, and the other was a 
marine officer and has got his Masters. This just 
goes to show that kids who want to succeed but 
don’t have the means, they will succeed.”

Providing for these kids in this way seemed to be 
some kind of deep calling for Mary. When she met 
Shelley Jensen, Founder of We Fortify, and learned 
about the mission of the organization and what it 
was doing for Colorado Springs youth, Mary saw an 
extension of what she and her husband had already 
been doing. When she first heard Shelley talk about 
the nonprofit, Mary explained, “She used the words 
‘youth’ and ‘pivot out of poverty’ and I was nearly 
in tears, asking what I could do. These kids get into 
situations that aren’t their fault. Some were born 
into it and others come into circumstances later - 
but all of them just need someone who cares about 
them. We Fortify makes sure these kids are okay 
and have housing. One of the things I love is that it’s 
not one house with seven kids - they each get their 
own space. It’s something they can call their own 

and they get to take things like sheets and dishes 
when they leave. I don’t know why, but this is my 
why. This is something that sought me out.”

Mary proudly shared that on January 29 of this year, 
We Fortify was selected for an award for funding 
through the Affordable Housing Financing Fund 
Land Banking program. “The Colorado Housing and 
Finance Authority received 113 letters of applica-
tion for the grant and I am very proud to say that of 
that We Fortify was one of only sixteen applicants 
awarded! We are so honored to have had Governor 
Polis make such a wonderful announcement!” 

We Fortify and Working Fusion at Mill Street 
was featured in the February edition of Colorado 
Springs Real Producers. Mary encourages everyone 
to go back and read that story to learn more about 
what this organization is up to. As another natural 
extension of her why, Mary was recently elected to 
serve as the President of the Board of Directors for 
We Fortify and is excited to be even more involved 
in something so near and dear to her heart.

EMBRACING HER CALLING 

In addition to her involvement with We Fortify, 
Mary is serving her second term on the Pikes 
Peak Association of REALTORS® (PPAR) Board 
of Directors. Mary runs her business with dedica-
tion, professionalism, and integrity. She proudly 
shared that her spirit animal is the pink flamingo 
and she embodies its energy in this way: “I have 
one leg up and I’m just going.” Mary also believes 
in treating others how she wants to be treated and 
added, “When you follow the golden rule, every-
thing else falls into place.” Mary encourages peo-
ple to find what they are passionate about, be open 
to whatever comes their way, bring joy to others, 
and raise others up. 

For Mary, “real estate isn’t always about the money; 
sometimes it’s a person that I meet like Shelley.” 
This woman, once a “reluctant REALTOR®,” had 
this to say of her calling now: “This is in my DNA 
and I’ll never retire. It has opened so many doors. 
It’s given me confidence and strength, and it’s 
helped me find my voice. There’s no way I can pic-
ture myself doing anything else.”
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THIS IS IN MY DNA AND I’LL NEVER RETIRE. 

IT HAS OPENED SO MANY DOORS. IT’S GIVEN 

ME CONFIDENCE AND STRENGTH, AND IT’S 

HELPED ME FIND MY VOICE. THERE’S NO WAY I 

CAN PICTURE MYSELF DOING ANYTHING ELSE.

Jessica Jones
Mortgage Broker
NMLS 1640450

719.439.6400
Jessica@mintlending.net

www.mintlending.net

Flexible solutions to give
your clients the confidence

to close

Mint NMLS 2151517
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Darrell Harrison
Loan O�cer
NMLS# 1494126
719-985-7162
13570 Meadowgrass Dr. Suite 200
Colorado Springs, COS 80921

Hometown
I have considered Colorado Springs my home 
for a little over 16 years now.  Prior to moving to 
the Springs, I lived in the Bay Area, California 
for many years.  Even though the majority of 
my life was spent in California I have always 
considered myself an Oregonian.  I was born in 
a small town called Medford in the Willamette 
Valley in Southern Oregon. Those who have 
visited Oregon will know the beautiful rivers 
and great fishing in this area of our country.  
Anyone who knows me well knows that I am a 
huge University of Oregon Ducks fan and 
follow any of their sports that I can watch on 
TV here in Colorado.  
 
How long have you worked in the industry?
I entered the Mortgage industry specifically 
about six years ago now.  The Real Estate 
Industry has been in my blood pretty much 
since birth. My father was a Real Estate 
Developer, and I was looking to follow in his 
footsteps.  I ended up working as a title sales 
representative a couple of years after 
graduating college. My Title Career lasted over 
25 years leading me to Colorado, eventually 
being the Division President of Stewart Title in 
Colorado Springs.  After spending that time in 
title insurance, I decided to make a change to 
originate mortgages, and that has been the 
best decision I have ever made.

 What is your favorite part of being a lender?
Originating mortgage loans has been such a 
thrilling experience. When I made the move to 
this career, I was not sure what to expect. I 
have had the opportunity to contribute to the 
process of seeing hundreds of buyers 
successfully purchase a home for themselves 
and their families. Being at the closing table 
and seeing the keys being handed to the new 
owner never gets old. The thrill and elation of 
this experience really have no rival.  Sometimes 
this process takes months to years from 
beginning to end and it is worth every second. 
Seeing the smiles of the borrowers and their 
children, if they have them, is more satisfying 
than most things I have ever been through.  
 
What is one thing you would tell a first-time 
homebuyer? 
Buying a home can be the most significant 
financial transaction that is experienced in 
one’s life. When I am working with someone 
who is buying their first home, I definitely want 
to make sure they are completely 
understanding what they are doing in the 
process. Changing your status from a renter to 
an owner is a huge step and I take that very 
seriously. The main message which I make sure 
that new buyers understand is that they are 
now paying down the principal on their own 
home as opposed to paying it for someone 
else. There are very few other investments 
available that can build wealth and prosperity 
as much as owning real estate.  
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