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Amish and American Made Furniture, Décor & Accessories

INTRODUCING OUR REAL ESTATE REWARDS PROGRAM

Your clients will love our furniture. You’ll love the rewards for referring them.

Lennar is the leading builder of quality new homes in the most desirable real estate markets across the nation. Our home plans demonstrate our commitment to our customers by showcasing outstanding new home construction and a dedication to excellence in 
homebuilding. The prices of our homes, included features and available locations are subject to change without notice. Stated dimensions and square footage are approximate and should not be used a representation of the home's precise or actual size. Please see the actual 
purchase agreement for additional information, disclosures and disclaimers relating to the home and it's features. Where available elements of the Nexia Home Intelligence System may vary per plan and community and program selected by buyer and are subject to changes 
or substitution without notice. Remote access requires internet access and there is a monthly fee for remote access capabilities. For additional legal disclaimers please click here. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. 
Copyright © 2017 Lennar Corporation. Lennar, the Lennar logo, Everything's Included, Everything's Included logo, The Home Within A Home, The Home Within a Home logo are registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries.

YOUR HOME YOUR STYLE
TERENIA RECUPERO

Terenia.recupero@lennar.com
813-956-6324

www.lennar.com

Kathy MorganAngie Valderrama

1990 Main Street • Suite 750 • Sarasota, FL • (941) 909-7599 • admin@legacytitleusa.com • Legacytitleusa.com

I've known Kathy Morgan for Years 
and I know she is the best in the biz! 
People of all walks of life buy home 
and Legacy Title and Escrow treats 

them all like ROYALTY" 
- Melissa De Angelo

Providing our agents and clientele with valuable, innovative solutions, a 
customer-centric approach, and unparalleled customer satisfaction

With Over 30 Years of Experience in the Real Estate field, 
Angie and Kathy Have Your Back!

Unlocking Doors, Securing Dreams: 
YOUR TITLE, YOUR TRUST
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The following companies represent some of the best of the best affiliates in the industry. They are ALL 

personally recommended by other Too 500-Ranking Agents, go through a formal vetting process, and 

commit to supporting this platform long-term (2-4 years at a time). They’re fully committed to building 

relationships with and serving YOU, so we hope you’ll give them a shot to earn some of your business! If 

you’d like an introduction to any of these companies, e-mail Mary.Lobdell@ n2co.com

BUILDER

Lennar
(813) 956-6324
Terenia “Tee” Recupero

CLOSING GIFTS

Designs By Hope Yoder
(941) 877-1194
Hopeyoder.com

Metal Latitude Designs
(941) 479-2096
metallatitudedesigns.com

CONCIERGE SERVICES

Utility Helpers, LLC
(813) 291-3600
utilityhelpers.com

CRM

Bonzo
(614) 357-2367
getbonzo.com

DRONE VIDEO/

PHOTOGRAPHER

Impressive Perspective
(813) 842-4597
Impressiveperspective.com

ENTERTAINMENT / EVENTS

Designs By Hope Yoder
(941) 877-1194
Hopeyoder.com

FURNITURE

DutchCrafters
(941) 893-4627
Dutchcrafters.com

HOME INSPECTION

A Radiant Property Inspection
(813) 957-8070
Radiantinspect.com

Florida Building 
Inspections Group, LLC
(813) 409-3249
FLbigroup.com

Home Team Inspection
(941) 259-4477
Hometeam.com/sarasota

Hope Home Inspections
(941) 773-1144
hopehomeinspections.com

HOME STAGING SERVICE

Staging Life FL
(810) 265-5541
staginglifefl@gmail.com

MORTGAGE BROKER

Core Financial Home Loans
(941) 524-7894
homeloansbycore.com

Phoenix Loan Solutions Inc
(941) 539-6112
Applyphoenix.com

MORTGAGE LENDER

Edge Home  
Finance Corporation
(813) 957-2080
celiamortgageteam.com

Lincoln Lending Group
(813) 319-5363
Pierlendinggroup.com

Movement Mortgage
(908) 378-9310
Lo.movement.com/
jason-schneider/home

MOVING COMPANY

Stronger Moving 
Delivery Service
(941) 447-9715
strongermoving.com

Sunshine Movers
(941) 447-1719
sunshinemovers.com

OUTDOOR HOME 

LIGHTING

West Florida Trimlight
(941) 210-5533
Westfloridatrimlight.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/PORTRAIT

Allie Serrano Portraits, LL
(813) 501-7250
AllieSerranoPortraits.com

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZER, HOME 

& OFFICE

Let’s Organize
(720) 308-3051
letsorganize.biz

REMODELING

Southpaw Remodeling 
& Property Concierge
(239) 895-4110
southpawremodeling.com

TITLE & ESCROW

Legacy Title & Escrow
(941) 909-7599
Legacytitleusa.com

TRAVEL ADVISOR

Simply Travel
(813) 230-1158
Simplytravelplanning.com

WATER SOFTENING/

FILTRATION/DRINKING

H2O Heroes
(877) 247-0624
TheH2OHeroes.com



Sarasota & Manatee Real Producers • 76 • March 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

Personalized
Closing Gifts

Customizable
No Minimum Required

Dozens Of Options

941-877-1194  |  hopeyoder.com
6341 Porter Rd #12, Sarasota, FL 34240

@HopeYoderDesigns 
@TheHopeYoder

PARTNER WITH US TODAY
AND WE'LL GET YOUR CLIENTS
SETTLED IN SMOOTHLY!  

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED  |  LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED  |  9 YEARS IN BUSINESS  |  10 TRUCKS  |  25 EMPLOYEES

Realtor-referred clients receive 
exclusive rates, free materials, and 
priority scheduling with our top-tier 
team assigned to the move to guarantee 
the best moving experience possible. 

   PACKING & MOVING
   LONG DISTANCE MOVING
   SHORT-TERM & LONG-TERM STORAGE
   PORTABLE STORAGE
   WHITE GLOVE MOVING SERVICES
   PIANO & ANTIQUE MOVES 941.447.1719 

04
Preferred 
Partners

28
Your 

Sarasota 
& Manatee 

Real 
Producers 

Badge

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers 
but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. 

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, 

please email us at mary.lobdell@realproducersmag.com.
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N U R T U R I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S  T H R O U G H  
R E A L  E S TAT E  &  G E N E R O S I T Y

Written by Nick Ingrisani
Photography by Allie Serrano

rising star

“What I love most is seeing people have that place 
where they can feel secure, come home, close the 
door, and know that it’s theirs. To have that special 
place. Not enough people know what the process 
is in purchasing a home and I try to make it less 
intimidating for them.” 

Lisa was born and raised in Maryland. Later becom-
ing a hairdresser and eventually, a platform artist 
for Sebastian International, where she honed her 
interpersonal skills and eye for detail – both 
of which served her well in real estate. 

After a large snowstorm shut 
down her hair salon for a 
week, she decided to venture 
south to Florida. Swapping 
the gray, cold winters of 
Maryland for the peren-
nial bloom of Florida was 
like stepping into a par-
adise that she now helps 
others call home.

TRANSITIONING TO A 
CAREER IN REAL ESTATE 

While real estate wasn’t a path that 
Lisa always considered the seeds 
were sown during her days as a 
hairdresser, where she found her-
self engrossed in the home-buy-
ing stories of her clients.

“As I was working as a platform 
artist and traveling, I met a lot of very 
nice people. I was always interested 
when people were purchasing a home and I’d 
go with them when they were looking and help them 
choose a home, even as a hairdresser. Looking back, I 
think I should have always been a realtor.” 

The real turning point came when she realized she 
was already playing the part of a realtor by giving 
leads and staging advice to a client who was in real 
estate. “At a certain moment, a lightbulb went off 
and I thought ‘I need to start working in real estate 
for myself.’” 

Lisa got her real estate license less than five years 
ago and achieved rapid success in the industry. She 
joined EXP Realty and has appreciated the broker-

age’s cloud-based and supportive environment 
right from the start. This support sys-

tem, complemented by her already 
extensive network and trust-

worthiness gained from her 
work as a hairdresser, gave 

her a fantastic foundation 
to build up her business. 

Lisa’s passion for educat-
ing and guiding her clients 
through the intimidating 

home-buying process is a 
cornerstone of her success. 

Her approach is centered on 
trust, honesty, and transparency. 

“I’m very open with the process. I 
give people clear expectations of 
what’s going to happen.” 

She’s also committed to contin-
uous learning to ensure that she 
remains at the top of her game, 

a trait that has enabled her to 
achieve impressive feats, including a 

$6 million sales milestone last year.

A HEART FOR HEROES: GIVING BACK TO  
THE COMMUNITY

I’m very open with  
the process. I 

give people clear 
expectations of what’s 

going to happen.
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Beyond the numbers, what 
truly sets Lisa apart is her 
deep commitment to her 
community. As the first vice 
president of the Women’s 
Council of Realtors Manatee 
and a dedicated Homes for 
Heroes Realtor, she doesn’t 
just facilitate home pur-
chases; she enriches lives. 
This unique program, born 
out of the tragedy of 9/11, 
allows her to give back to the 
community’s heroes – fire-
fighters, police, first respond-
ers, military personnel, and 
teachers – by donating a 
significant portion of her 
commission to them.

Her goal for 2024 is not just a 
financial target but a mission 
of gratitude: to give away 
$50,000 to these heroes. This 
act of generosity not only 
supports the heroes them-
selves but also contributes to 
hospitals and other essential 
services, amplifying her 
impact on the community.

“Giving away 30% of my com-
mission to someone is a gift 
for me to be able to do. The 
more people that know, the 
more money I can give away 
to people who deserve it.” 

Outside of her busy profes-
sional life, Lisa has five boys 
with her husband and finds 
joy in travel – particularly in 
Europe and Hawaii – along 
with appreciating the beauty 
within the U.S. But at the 
core of it all, her dedica-
tion to her community and 
unwavering commitment to 
making a difference make 
her story a truly inspiring 
tale in real estate.

Giving away 30% of my 
commission to someone is a 

gift for me to be able to do. The 
more people that know, the more 
money I can give away to people 

who deserve it.
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B U I L D I N G  A  L E G AC Y  I N 

S A R A S O TA  H O M E  I N S P E C T I O N S

Written by Nick Ingrisani
Photography by Allie Serrano

partner profile

THERESA GUEST & 
ROBERT SETH-WARD

“We want to change the attitude that a home inspection 
is a necessary evil in buying a home. Our vision is to have 
a company that realtors look at and say, ‘Heck yeah we’re 
going to have a home inspection and that’s a great thing.’”

Theresa grew up in Sarasota and spent the early years of 
her career in the IT sector, where she climbed the ranks 
to senior management at several Fortune 500 companies. 
However, her tenure coincided with the infamous Enron 
scandal, which profoundly impacted her and her social 

network. Witnessing friends lose everything and the 
prevalent internal politics of large companies, Theresa 
sought a career that was more honest and less entangled 
in corporate battles.

FOUNDING HOPE HOME INSPECTIONS 

It was during this time of introspection that Theresa met 
Robert, her spouse and future business partner. Together, 
they embarked on a venture importing high-end furniture, a 

HOPE
HOME INSPECTION
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IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT PROVIDING A GOOD 

INSPECTION, BUT KNOWING HOW TO 

COMMUNICATE THE ISSUES OUR TEAM 

FINDS TO THE CUSTOMER WITHOUT OVER-

COMMUNICATING. WE’RE NOT HERE TO  

TELL OUR CLIENTS ABOUT EVERY COMPONENT 

OF THE HOUSE. WE EDUCATE THEM ON 

THE CONDITION OF THEIR HOME WITH 

STRAIGHTFORWARD, SIMPLE TERMINOLOGY.

business that thrived until 
the economic downturn 
in 2008-09. With the 
collapse of their business, 
Theresa pivoted into real 
estate and Robert started 
doing renovation and 
construction work. While 
working in real estate, 
Theresa identified a gap 
in the home inspection 
market in Sarasota and an 
opportunity to offer real 
value to the industry. 

“At one point Robert 
looked at me wanting to 
start a crew of construc-
tion workers and I told 
him he should be a home 
inspector. I thought he’d 
be great.”

Leveraging their skills 
and strategic vision, they 
founded Hope Home 
Inspections in 2013. 
Most importantly, they 
designed Hope Home 
Inspections directly 
around the needs of 
realtors. Their goal was 
to provide a high-end pro-
fessional firm with great 
response times, a highly 
trained team of inspec-
tors, and professional 
inspections that realtors 
and their clients could 
rely on. Theresa empha-
sizes the importance of 
clear communication 
throughout the process:

“It’s not just about provid-
ing a good inspection, but 
knowing how to commu-
nicate the issues our team 
finds to the customer 
without over-communi-
cating. We’re not here 
to tell our clients about 

every component of the house. We educate them on 
the condition of their home with straightforward, 
simple terminology.” 

Hope Home Inspections grew organically, beginning 
with welcoming in family members, friends, and 
other acquaintances to create a professional, yet 
familial atmosphere. They also take training very 
seriously and require each inspector to complete 
a rigorous three-month bootcamp to ensure a high 
standard of knowledge and service. 

The company has now grown into a successful staple 
of the real estate industry in Sarasota with a team of 
12 inspectors, professional trucks, and certified sup-
port staff to promptly handle all customer inquiries. 

“Our customer experience is paramount. From the 
beginning when you call, you get someone knowl-
edgeable who can help you. Our service manager is 
always there to deal with customer issues or realtor 
questions, so you don’t need to wait for an inspec-
tor to call you back.”

A LASTING VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Looking ahead, Theresa and Robert are committed 
to revolutionizing the home inspection industry. 

Outside of Hope Home Inspections they also own a 
pest control company and an insurance brokerage 
to help clients with those needs as well, prioritizing 
an exceptional level of service throughout. 

Their vision is to change the perception of home 
inspections from a necessary evil to an essential, 
positive experience. They are also integrating 
advanced technologies like FAA-certified drones, 
which all 12 of their inspectors have already been 
trained and certified to use. 

Theresa’s emphasis is clear: the story of Hope 
Home Inspections is not just about its founders but 
about the team and the enduring impact of their 
work. With a customer-centric approach and a 
commitment to professional growth, Theresa and 
Robert are building a company that leaves a legacy 
and outlives their direct involvement, reshaping the 
home inspection industry in Sarasota and beyond.

“Hope Home Inspections isn’t about the owners. 
It’s about the customer experience and our team – 
it’s been about our team since the very beginning. 
We’re building a company that will be around long 
after Robert and I are no longer involved.”
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Tiffany Sommers
www.letsorganize.biz • tiffany@letsorganize.biz

941.557.9577 

Gia Arvin, the broker-owner with Matchmaker Realty in Gainesville, is the 2024 President of Florida 

REALTORS®, the state’s largest professional trade association. She is active in her residential brokerage 

as well as a leader in regional, state, and national real estate associations. Arvin was the 2011 President 

of the Gainesville-Alachua County Association of REALTORS® and the 2017 Florida President of the 

Women’s Council of REALTOR® among multiple other previous leadership positions. 

2 0 2 4 
F L O R I D A  R E A L T O R S ® 

L E G I S L A T I V E  P R I O R I T I E S
By Gia Arvin, President of Florida REALTORS

Florida’s 238,000 REALTORS® 
are proud to have helped millions 
of Floridians achieve the American 
Dream of homeownership. Our 
residents contribute greatly to 
their communities when they own 
a part of the dream.

During Florida’s 2024 Legislative 
Session, REALTORS® are advo-
cating for additional funds for 
the highly popular Hometown 
Heroes Housing Program for 
first-time home buyers, poli-
cies that improve water quality 
and the environment, relief for 
escalating property insurance 
premiums and further reductions 
to the Business Rent Tax.

Rising Property Insurance Costs 

Over the past several years, the 
Legislature has passed insurance 
reforms and accountability mea-
sures that are helping to bring 
property insurers back to Florida 
and ensure Florida policyholders 
are treated fairly.

Although we have seen improve-
ments to the property insurance 
marketplace, the average prop-
erty insurance premium remains 
high and presents a significant 
barrier to achieving and main-
taining the dream of home-
ownership. As such, Florida 
REALTORS® asks lawmakers to:

Continue to monitor the effec-
tiveness of these reforms to 
ensure they attract insurance 
capital back to Florida as quickly 
as possible.

Explore additional remedies that 
can speed up this process. 
Seek additional solutions to pro-
vide relief to policyholders.

Business Rent Tax 

Florida REALTORS® appre-
ciates the actions of previous 
Legislatures that lowered the 
state sales tax rate on com-
mercial leases, known as the 
Business Rent Tax. This tax 
rate currently stands at 4.5% 
but will drop to 2% in 2024, 
thanks to legislation passed 
by the 2021 Legislature. 

Small businesses, which com-
prise almost 99% of all Florida 
employers, are dispropor-
tionately impacted by this tax 
because they are more likely to 
rent their location. 

Lowering and eventually elim-
inating the business rent tax 
will provide Florida businesses 
capital to expand, hire more 
employees, improve benefits and 
raise salaries. Given the positive 
impact of lowering the Business 
Rent Tax, Florida REALTORS® 

asks lawmakers to support leg-
islation and budget initiatives to 
further reduce and eliminate this 
tax so business owners have cap-
ital to grow their operations and 
reinvest in their local communities. 

Condominium Reforms 

The tragic June 2021 collapse of 
the Champlain Towers South build-
ing in Surfside, Fla., highlighted 
the need to comprehensively 
reform existing condominium laws. 
Lawmakers answered the call by 
passing a series of reforms aimed 
at increasing the safety of these 
buildings as well as ensuring that 
prospective purchasers are better 
informed about the building’s phys-
ical and financial condition. 

Included in these reforms were 
new statewide “milestone 
inspection” requirements, 
structural integrity reserve 
studies, mandatory reserves 
and revised seller disclosures.

Florida REALTORS® asks law-
makers to support legislation that 
increases the transparency of 
community association governing 
documents on a street address 
level, thus allowing prospective 
purchasers and sellers to make 
more informed decisions. 

My Safe Florida Home Program 

Florida REALTORS® asks law-
makers to support additional 
funding for the My Safe Florida 
Home Program, which helps 
Floridians harden their homes 
against storms. The home-hard-
ening program is so popular 
that the money appropriated is 
nearly gone. More funding for the 
program will allow Floridians to 
protect their homes from storms 
and reduce insurance premiums.

Hometown Heroes 

Housing Program 

Florida’s continued invest-
ment in the Hometown 
Heroes Housing Program, 
which has helped more 
than 14,000 hard-work-
ing Floridians buy their 
first home, has been an 
overwhelming success. 
Given the fact that Florida 
continues to experi-
ence a difficult home 

affordability environment, Florida 
REALTORS® asks lawmakers to 
explore additional ways to inject 
new funds into the program to 
help more families achieve the 
dream of homeownership.

Your advocacy matters for housing, for 

Floridians and our economy. Please visit 

floridarealtors.org for ongoing updates 

throughout the legislative session.
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“I think experience and even failure have made me that much better as a realtor.  
I’m 55 and as driven now as I was when I was 25.”

Originally from Huntington, NY, Adam’s path took 
him from James Madison University in Virginia to 
a technology sales career in the DC area. However, 
it was a move to Sarasota, where his parents had 
built a home, that marked the beginning of his real 
estate career. He worked in new home sales during 
his early years in Sarasota, selling various products 
from golf courses to waterfront communities. 

After a considerable career in sales, he sought 
a change of pace. He was burning the candle at 
both ends and working hard day in and day out. 
Adam decided to get into real estate in 2003 at the 
refreshing suggestion of a custom builder. “He told 
me to get my license, sit in his brilliant million-dol-
lar homes at 10:00am every morning, and the 
buyers will come. And they did.” 

Making a Successful Transition into Real Estate 

Coming from a 13-year professional career in sales, 
the transition to real estate was pretty seamless 
for Adam. Aside from getting used to a completely 
different sales cycle, the core principles of good 
listening, a driven approach, and effective commu-
nication all apply. 

By 2006, Adam had navigated the shifting market 
by joining IMG Academy, a premier sports train-
ing facility in Bradenton, Florida. His role at the 
Academy Realty Group was pivotal in connecting 
with IMG families, helping them buy and sell prop-
erties in the area. Over time, he emerged as a lead-
ing figure in this niche, thanks in part to his robust 
network and word-of-mouth referrals. In 2022, he 
was ranked number one in sales volume and units 
sold at Michael Saunders & Company, a testament 
to his expertise and reputation.

Of the 700 realtors operating at the firm, Adam is 
uniquely positioned as the only one with an office at 
IMG Academy. This exclusivity gives him unparal-
leled access to wealthy clientele, particularly the 
families involved with the Academy. 

“I can expose a client’s property to an  
affluent audience who are essentially pre-qual-
ified because it’s expensive to send kids to this 
world-renowned Academy.”

His business model is succinct yet powerful – a 
small, efficient team focusing on high-quality ser-
vice rather than expansive growth. This approach 

Adam 
CUFFARO

C A R V I N G  A N  E X C L U S I V E  N I C H E  I N  T H E 
S A R A S O TA  &  B R A D E N T O N  R E A L  E S TAT E  M A R K E T

cover story
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has served him well to this 
point, and now he’s looking 
to expand his operations to 
North Carolina as well. 

Adam’s unique selling 
proposition for clients is 
his exclusive association 
with IMG Academy. He 
offers unparalleled mar-
keting exposure to affluent 
families – a service that 
no other realtor in the 
area can claim.  “If you’re 
selling a $2M house, the 
marketing I do is going to 
be in front of hundreds of 
affluent families, so the 
exposure I’m giving your 
listing is bar none. Because 
I can take that house and 
put it right in front of every 
one of these families.” 

This exclusivity, coupled 
with over two decades of 
experience, makes him a 
go-to expert for both buy-
ers and sellers. He under-
stands that preparation is 
key to reducing stress in 
real estate transactions, a 
philosophy that has guided 
his successful career.

“I’ve seen a lot in my 20 
years of experience. If 
you’ve seen a lot, you know 
how to prepare, and prepa-
ration reduces stress. So 
why not work with a real-
tor who’s done it this long 
with so much experience?” 

Adam’s keen attention 
to detail allows him to 
anticipate and circumvent 
potential issues at every 
step of the process. It’s 
this top-notch service and 
experience that has earned 
him five-star Google 

I can expose a client’s 

property to an affluent 

audience who are 

essentially pre-qualified 

because it’s expensive to 

send kids to this world-

renowned Academy.
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reviews and glowing 
client testimonials across 
the board. While he has 
embraced social media in 
recent years, recognizing 
its power as a marketing 
tool, he remains focused 
on the personalized service 
that has been his hallmark 
throughout his career.

Outside of work, Adam 
enjoys being active 
outdoors – hiking, gym 
workouts, racquetball, 
pickleball, and biking with 
his wife. He also values 
spending quality time 
with his three children 
and extended family in the 
Sarasota area.

Adam’s story is not just 
about selling proper-
ties; it’s about creating 
a niche in an elite mar-
ket and leveraging per-
sonal strengths to offer 

unmatched service. His 
journey from sales to 
real estate success is a 
blueprint for aspiring 
realtors seeking to 
carve out their unique 
space in this competi-

tive industry.

I’ve seen a lot in my 20 

years of experience. If 

you’ve seen a lot, you 

know how to prepare, 

and preparation reduces 

stress. So why not work 

with a realtor who’s 

done it this long with so 

much experience?

Same Brand, New Reach – Tune in for free today

Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.
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H o m e  A d d i t i o n s  |  P a i n t i n g  &  D r y w a l l
I n t e r i o r  &  E x t e r i o r  R e m o d e l i n g
K i t c h e n  &  B a t h r o o m  R e n o v a t i o n s
E l e c t r i c a l  &  P l u m b i n g  U p g r a d e s
C u s t o m  B u i l d s

Exceeding Expectations, Enhancing Value

(239) 895-4110
gc@southpawremodeling.com

southpawremodeling.com

TO NARRATION
showcase your storyUnlocking the potential of your 

featured story has never been more 
seamless. Step into the spotlight by 
getting nominated and selected for 

a prominent featured story. Once 
your article graces the pages of 

print, take the next step in amplifying 
your narrative. Now, with ease, you 

can order personalized 4-page or 
8-page materials, ensuring that your 

story is not only told but beautifully 
showcased. Leverage the power of 

your spotlight moment with these 
custom materials, extending the 

reach and impact of your narrative 
to captivate audiences and leave a 

lasting impression. Your story deserves 
to be seen, and now, the tools to make 

that happen are at your fingertips.

From Nomination
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N U R T U R I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S  T H R O U G H  
R E A L  E S TAT E  &  G E N E R O S I T Y

Written by Nick Ingrisani
Photography by Allie Serrano

rising star

“What I love most is seeing people have that place 
where they can feel secure, come home, close the 
door, and know that it’s theirs. To have that special 
place. Not enough people know what the process 
is in purchasing a home and I try to make it less 
intimidating for them.” 

Lisa was born and raised in Maryland. Later becom-
ing a hairdresser and eventually, a platform artist 
for Sebastian International, where she honed her 
interpersonal skills and eye for detail – both 
of which served her well in real estate. 

After a large snowstorm shut 
down her hair salon for a 
week, she decided to venture 
south to Florida. Swapping 
the gray, cold winters of 
Maryland for the peren-
nial bloom of Florida was 
like stepping into a par-
adise that she now helps 
others call home.

TRANSITIONING TO A 
CAREER IN REAL ESTATE 

While real estate wasn’t a path that 
Lisa always considered the seeds 
were sown during her days as a 
hairdresser, where she found her-
self engrossed in the home-buy-
ing stories of her clients.

“As I was working as a platform 
artist and traveling, I met a lot of very 
nice people. I was always interested 
when people were purchasing a home and I’d 
go with them when they were looking and help them 
choose a home, even as a hairdresser. Looking back, I 
think I should have always been a realtor.” 

The real turning point came when she realized she 
was already playing the part of a realtor by giving 
leads and staging advice to a client who was in real 
estate. “At a certain moment, a lightbulb went off 
and I thought ‘I need to start working in real estate 
for myself.’” 

Lisa got her real estate license less than five years 
ago and achieved rapid success in the industry. She 
joined EXP Realty and has appreciated the broker-

age’s cloud-based and supportive environment 
right from the start. This support sys-

tem, complemented by her already 
extensive network and trust-

worthiness gained from her 
work as a hairdresser, gave 

her a fantastic foundation 
to build up her business. 

Lisa’s passion for educat-
ing and guiding her clients 
through the intimidating 

home-buying process is a 
cornerstone of her success. 

Her approach is centered on 
trust, honesty, and transparency. 

“I’m very open with the process. I 
give people clear expectations of 
what’s going to happen.” 

She’s also committed to contin-
uous learning to ensure that she 
remains at the top of her game, 

a trait that has enabled her to 
achieve impressive feats, including a 

$6 million sales milestone last year.

A HEART FOR HEROES: GIVING BACK TO  
THE COMMUNITY

I’m very open with  

the process. I 

give people clear 

expectations of what’s 

going to happen.

FAQ
Q: WHO RECEIVES REAL PRODUCERS MAGAZINES?

A: The top 500+ real estate agents in Sarasota & 
Manatee Counties. 
 
Q: WHAT IS THE GOAL OF THIS MAGAZINE?

A: We believe that we are better together. When 
we surround ourselves with other successful, 
like-minded people, we grow to new heights. Real 
Producers is a platform that brings together the 
most elite individuals in Sarasota & Manatee 
Counties in the real estate industry.
 
We take the top 500 real estate agents and 
RP-vetted businesses in every market, and we 
build an exclusive community around that group. 
We share their stories, successes, market trends, 
and upcoming events — really, anything that 
will connect, inform and inspire, we put in our 
monthly publication.
 
Q: DOES REAL PRODUCERS HAVE EVENTS?

A: Yes! We will have specific networking events 
throughout the year.

Q: WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR BEING FEATURED 

IN THIS MAGAZINE?

A: It’s really simple. You have to be on the top 500 
list, and we take nominations seriously. You can 
nominate other real estate agents, businesses, bro-
kers, owners or even yourself! Office leaders can 
also nominate real estate agents. We will consider 
anyone brought to our attention who is in the top 

Real Producers magazine started in Indianapolis in 2015 and is now in 

over 120 markets across the nation and continues to spread rapidly. 

500 because we don’t know everyone’s story, so we 
need your help to learn about them. We cannot guar-
antee a feature, but we encourage you to meet with 
one of our team members, support Real Producers and 
attend our private events to increase your chances.

Q: WHAT DOES IT COST A REAL ESTATE AGENT/

TEAM TO BE FEATURED?

A: Zero, zilch, zippo, nada, nil. It costs nothing, my 
friends, so nominate away! We are not a pay-to-play 
model. We share real stories of Real Producers.

Q: WHO ARE THE RP-VETTED BUSINESSES?

A: They are one of the best businesses in Sarasota 
& Manatee Counties in their category, and you can 
find them listed in our index! We don’t just find these 
businesses off the street, nor do we work with all 
businesses that approach us. Many of the top agents 
have recommended every single business you see in 
this publication. We won’t even meet with a business 
that has not been vetted by one of you and “stamped 
for approval,” in a sense. Our team will further vet 
every business to make sure they are a good fit and 
bring value to our community. Our goal is to create a 
powerhouse network, not only for the best real estate 
agents in the area but the best businesses so we can 
grow stronger together.

Q: HOW CAN I RECOMMEND A BUSINESS?

A: If you want to recommend a business that works 
with top real estate agents, please email or message us!
Email: Mary.Lobdell@realproducersmag.com

ALL ABOUT SARASOTA & MANATEE REAL PRODUCERS
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 Hey! Have you
heard about 

Radiant Property
 Inspection?

radiantinspect.com   info@radiantinspect.com  
941-462-1897Contact Us Today!

• Pre-listing/Pre-Sale Inspection • New Construction
• Luxury Home Inspection • Wood-Destroying Organisms
• Air Quality/Mold Testing • Sewer Scoping
• Pool & Spa • Radon Testing
• 90 Day Warranties included Mold Safe, Sewerguard, Roof
• Dock & Seawall Inspection -in-water diver available

SCAN HERE 
to See What
Top Agents 
Says!We Put the Mission Before the Commission﻿

Get a Great Mortgage
with Core Financial Home Loans

Purchase & Refinance | Conventional | FHA | VA | USDA | 203K Rehab

Down Payment Assistance | Investment - Low Doc Loans

A Loan Program to fit every budget

Melissa Lilly 
NMLS 1508870

941-524-7894
Melissa@corefinancialinc.com

4012  Cor tez  Road W Ste  2202   |   B radenton FL  34210   |   NMLS #252580

Locally owned & operated since 2006

EXCEPTIONAL REALTORS 
WITH EXCEPTIONAL CLIENTS
DESERVE EXCEPTIONAL MOVES

941-447-9715
STRONGERMOVING.COM

AFFILIATES/VENDORS/RESOURCES
NOMINATE YOUR FAVORITE

919-608-2811 and mary.lobdell@realproducersmag.com

We’re looking to fill up our recommendations of the best industry 
affiliates and home service providers in the area.

Do you work with someone who should be a part of Real Producers? 

Send us their name, company and why you love working with them 
(or why agents SHOULD work with them), and we’ll reach out saying 
you “sang their praises.”
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CAPTURING THE  ESSENCE OF  YOUR BUSINESS  THROUGH V ISUAL  STORYTELL ING

As the founder of Branding by Jo 
Photography, Jocelyn specializes in 
helping small businesses transcend 
the confines of mere logos and instead 
shine a spotlight on their true essence. 
She achieves this by capturing 
stunning visual content that narrates 
their brand’s story and highlights its 
distinct identity. “Our goal is to help 
small businesses step out from behind 
their logos and authentically show-
case who they are through captivating 
photos and videos,” Jocelyn explains.

The journey to Branding by Jo’s 
inception is a story of passion, pro-
gression, and purpose. A natural-born 
photographer, Espejo’s connection 
with her camera dates back to her 
earliest memories. Her evolution 
from capturing fleeting moments to 
transforming it into a professional 
venture began when she was asked 
to photograph a friend’s wedding as 
a favor. The response to her work 
was so positive that it ignited a spark 
within her, leading to more bookings 
and ultimately, the realization that 
she could turn her passion into a full-
time profession.

Transitioning into branding photog-
raphy was a natural progression for 
Jocelyn. Leveraging her extensive 
business acumen and combining it 

Branding by Jo Photography: 
When it comes to effectively 
showcasing a business’s unique story 
and identity, Jocelyn Espejo, the 
creative force behind Branding by Jo 
Photography, has made it her mission 
to bring authenticity to the forefront. 
With a keen eye and a passion for 
creating striking visual content, 
Jocelyn has carved a niche for herself 
in the world of brand photography and 
videography over her 12-year journey.

with her creative flair allowed her 
to offer a holistic approach to brand 
storytelling. “It’s a perfect fusion 
of my business expertise and my 
creative inclination,” she remarks. 
At Branding by Jo, the experience 
extends beyond the photographs; 
it’s about creating a comfortable and 
confidence-boosting atmosphere for 
clients. Jocelyn and her team work 

diligently to provide not just stunning 
visuals but an entire experience that 
empowers clients to showcase them-
selves authentically.

What sets Branding by Jo 
Photography apart is its commitment 
to offering more than just a service - 
it offers a solution. By encompassing 
brand strategy planning sessions, 

By Elizabeth McCabe

partner profile

Orlando Real Producers • 2524 • October 2023 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

professional styling, hair and makeup services, and 
personalized guidance during the session, Jocelyn’s 
team ensures that clients can unleash their true 
selves in front of the lens. “Our focus is not just 
on capturing images; it’s about helping clients find 
their confidence and authenticity, which ultimately 
shines through in their brand,” Espejo states.

Jo’s ideal clients are established small businesses 
that recognize the value of consistent and authentic 
brand marketing. With the ability to provide com-
prehensive brand storytelling through photography 

and videography, she is 
the ideal fit for 

those who are 
ready to take 
their busi-

ness to 
the next 

level. “We want to help businesses rise to their full 
potential by enabling them to connect with their 
target audience authentically,” she emphasizes.

As Jocelyn charts her path forward, she envisions 
Branding by Jo Photography expanding into a 
full-fledged brand agency, offering a broader array 
of services, including brand design encompassing 
logos, fonts, colors, and websites. Despite her 
ambition, Jocelyn maintains a firm grasp on work-
life balance, prioritizing her family and effectively 
communicating boundaries. “Setting priorities and 
having defined boundaries are key for me. I want to 
be present for my family while running a successful 
business,” she shares.

Espejo’s success is rooted in her unwavering deter-
mination, effective communication, and relatable 
persona that resonates with clients. She embodies 
the spirit of perseverance and a refusal to accept 
failure, qualities that have propelled her to where 
she stands today. Beyond her inspiring journey, 
Jocelyn values the Real Producers platform for the 
connections it fosters among successful profession-
als and the credibility it brings to her partnership.

As Branding by Jo Photography continues to evolve, 
Jo’s passion-driven journey to amplify businesses’ 
authentic narratives through compelling visual sto-
rytelling stands as a testament to her commitment 
to helping brands discover their true confidence 

on camera. By creating content that genuinely 
connects, Jocelyn is elevating the essence of 
businesses, one photograph at a time.

We want to help 
businesses rise to 

their full potential 
by enabling them 

to connect with 
their target 
audience 
authentically.
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Solution-Based Lending
Industry's Best Products & Pricing

CONTACT 727-871-3733 OR EMAIL BBLOCK@LINCOLNLEND.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION

PIER LENDING
NMLS # 1597801

BRENDON BLOCK
PRESIDENT, LINCOLN LEND
NMLS # 355238

FRANK COTO

LET US REVIEW OR BEAT A 
COMPETITOR'S ESTIMATE IN 15 MINUTES!

N O  N E W  A P P L I C A T I O N  R E Q U I R E D

Close in 15 days every time, no problem 
• Available Nights And Weekends
LLG VA Guarantee: We will beat any rate and cost $250+
No income docs primary Residentence purchase or Refi!
No minimum credit score on VA loans! 500 Minimum FHA
Foreign National & ITIN Non-Citizen Loans
Bank Statement Loans (No Paystubs, W-2, Or Taxes)
New Construction Loans & Rehab Loans • 1099 Only Loans 
(No Taxes!)
No Income, No Employment Investor Loans (Close in LLC)

Monthly Lunch & Learns in Tampa & Sarasota
C O N T A C T  U S  F O R  M O R E  I N F O !

Permanent Lighting 
for Homes, Pools & Businesses

• Lifetime Product Warranty
• One-Time Professonal Installation

• Millions of Colors, Patterns & Animations 
  with Music Capability- Controlled from a 

  Smartphone or Tablet
• Cloud Based Technology

• Hardly Noticable During the Day

ANY SEASON. ANY REASON
FREE ESTIMATES

941-210-5533 | west�oridatrimlight.com

Our RP-vetted businesses have been carefully selected to 
be a part of this community and have their own badge. They 
have been recommended by your peers in the top 500 and 
are some of the area’s most respected businesses. Look for 
this badge to know that you are working with one of the best 

of the recommended best!

MISSING YOUR BADGE? Email mary.lobdell@n2co.com 

Using your badge? We 

would love to see how. 

Show us how you are using 

your badge, and you just 

might find a picture of what 

you shared in the magazine! 

Social media, e-mail 

signatures, web, listings, 

marketing materials... 

Nothing is off-limits.

BADGE

announcement

YOUR
SARASOTA 

& MANATEE 
Real Producers 

CONGRATS ON BEING ONE OF THE  

TOP 500 PRODUCING REALTORS IN  

SARASOTA & MANATEE

Now, you have your own badge! Use it however you’d like to 
show that you are a part of the exclusive community of the top 

1 - 2% in Sarasota and Manatee real estate.
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PHOENIX LOAN SOLUTIONS INC.

Your Trusted Conventional & 
Unconventional Mortgage EXPERTS

356 Interstate Blvd
Sarasota, FL 34240

 Partner With Us Today To See What 
We Can Do For Your Clients

ApplyPhoenix.com | 941-259-0167
t.cossey@applyphoenix.com

NMLS# 1996635

Staging Life FL
Ani Spay

Tracy Gibson
staglinglifefl@gmail.com

810.265.5541

We'll Make Your House Market Ready

Contact Us Today To See
How We Can Help You!

@staginglifefl

give them a gift that 
will welcome them home
Partner With Us Today To Spoil Your Clients!

@Metal.Latitude.Designs @metal_latitude_designs

Metal Latitude Designs, LLC
jill@metallatitudedesigns.com
(941) 479-2096  |  metallatitudedesigns.com



Lending 
Without

Jason Schneider

Loan O�cer
Movement Mortgage

1051 Winderley Place, Ste 100,
Maitland, FL 32751

NMLS # 1849287
p: (347) 277-5422

e: jason.schneider@movement.com

Boundaries
Providing Superior Service


