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Amish and American Made Furniture, Décor & Accessories

INTRODUCING OUR REAL ESTATE REWARDS PROGRAM

Your clients will love our furniture. You’ll love the rewards for referring them.

Staging Life FL
Ani Spay

Tracy Gibson
staglinglifefl@gmail.com

810.265.5541

We'll Make Your House Market Ready

Contact Us Today To See
How We Can Help You!

@staginglifefl

give them a gift that 
will welcome them home
Partner With Us Today To Spoil Your Clients!

@Metal.Latitude.Designs @metal_latitude_designs

Metal Latitude Designs, LLC
jill@metallatitudedesigns.com
(941) 479-2096  |  metallatitudedesigns.com
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Personalized
Closing Gifts

Customizable
No Minimum Required

Dozens Of Options

941-877-1194  |  hopeyoder.com
6341 Porter Rd #12, Sarasota, FL 34240

Lennar is the leading builder of quality new homes in the most desirable real estate markets across the nation. Our home plans demonstrate our commitment to our customers by showcasing outstanding new home construction and a dedication to excellence in 
homebuilding. The prices of our homes, included features and available locations are subject to change without notice. Stated dimensions and square footage are approximate and should not be used a representation of the home's precise or actual size. Please see the actual 
purchase agreement for additional information, disclosures and disclaimers relating to the home and it's features. Where available elements of the Nexia Home Intelligence System may vary per plan and community and program selected by buyer and are subject to changes 
or substitution without notice. Remote access requires internet access and there is a monthly fee for remote access capabilities. For additional legal disclaimers please click here. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. 
Copyright © 2017 Lennar Corporation. Lennar, the Lennar logo, Everything's Included, Everything's Included logo, The Home Within A Home, The Home Within a Home logo are registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries.

YOUR HOME YOUR STYLE
TERENIA RECUPERO

Terenia.recupero@lennar.com
813-956-6324

www.lennar.com

PARTNER WITH US TODAY
AND WE'LL GET YOUR CLIENTS
SETTLED IN SMOOTHLY!  

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED  |  LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED  |  9 YEARS IN BUSINESS  |  10 TRUCKS  |  25 EMPLOYEES

Realtor-referred clients receive 
exclusive rates, free materials, and 
priority scheduling with our top-tier 
team assigned to the move to guarantee 
the best moving experience possible. 

   PACKING & MOVING
   LONG DISTANCE MOVING
   SHORT-TERM & LONG-TERM STORAGE
   PORTABLE STORAGE
   WHITE GLOVE MOVING SERVICES
   PIANO & ANTIQUE MOVES 941.447.1719 

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

BUILDER

Lennar
(813) 956-6324
Terenia “Tee” Recupero

CLOSING GIFTS

Designs By Hope Yoder
(941) 877-1194
Hopeyoder.com

Metal Latitude Designs
(941) 479-2096
metallatitudedesigns.com

CONCIERGE SERVICES

Utility Helpers, LLC
(813) 291-3600
utilityhelpers.com

CRM

Bonzo
(614) 357-2367
getbonzo.com

DRONE VIDEO/

PHOTOGRAPHER

Impressive Perspective
(813) 842-4597
Impressiveperspective.com

ENTERTAINMENT / EVENTS

Designs By Hope Yoder
(941) 877-1194
Hopeyoder.com

FURNITURE

DutchCrafters
(941) 377-5112
Dutchcrafters.com

HOME INSPECTION

A Radiant Property Inspection
(813) 957-8070
Radiantinspect.com

Florida Building 
Inspections Group, LLC
(813) 409-3249
FLbigroup.com

Home Team Inspection
(941) 259-4477
Hometeam.com/sarasota

Hope Home Inspections
(941) 773-1144
hopehomeinspections.com

HOME STAGING SERVICE

Staging Life FL
(810) 265-5541
staginglifefl@gmail.com

MORTGAGE BROKER

Core Financial Home Loans
(941) 524-7894
homeloansbycore.com

Phoenix Loan Solutions Inc
(941) 539-6112
Applyphoenix.com

MORTGAGE LENDER

Edge Home  
Finance Corporation
(813) 957-2080
celiamortgageteam.com

Lincoln Lending Group
(813) 319-5363
Pierlendinggroup.com

Movement Mortgage
(908) 378-9310
Lo.movement.com/
jason-schneider/home

MOVING COMPANY

Stronger Moving 
Delivery Service
(941) 447-9715
strongermoving.com

Sunshine Movers
(941) 447-1719
sunshinemovers.com

OUTDOOR HOME 

LIGHTING

West Florida Trimlight
(941) 210-5533
Westfloridatrimlight.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/PORTRAIT

Allie Serrano Portraits, LL
(813) 501-7250
AllieSerranoPortraits.com

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZER, HOME 

& OFFICE

Let’s Organize
(720) 308-3051
letsorganize.biz

REMODELING

Southpaw Remodeling 
& Property Concierge
(239) 895-4110
southpawremodeling.com

TITLE & ESCROW

Legacy Title & Escrow
(941) 909-7599
Legacytitleusa.com

TRAVEL ADVISOR

Simply Travel
(813) 230-1158
Simplytravelplanning.com

WATER SOFTENING/

FILTRATION/DRINKING

H2O Heroes
(877) 247-0624
TheH2OHeroes.com
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1990 Main Street • Suite 750 • Sarasota, FL • (941) 909-7599 • admin@legacytitleusa.com
Legacytitleusa.com

YOUR REPUTATION, YOUR LEGACY
With Over 30 Years of Experience in the Real Estate field, 

Angie and Kathy Have Your Back!

Kathy MorganAngie Valderrama

“I’ve known Kathy Morgan for years and I know she is the best 
in the biz! People of all walks of life buy homes and Legacy Title 

and Escrow treats them all like ROYALTY”
-Melissa. D

Providing our agents and clientele with valuable, innovative solutions, a 
customer-centric approach, and unparalleled customer satisfaction

We Put the Mission Before the Commission

Get a Great Mortgage
with Core Financial Home Loans

Purchase & Refinance | Conventional | FHA | VA | USDA | 203K Rehab

Down Payment Assistance | Investment - Low Doc Loans

A Loan Program to fit every budget

Melissa Lilly 
NMLS 1508870

941-524-7894
Melissa@corefinancialinc.com

4012  Cor tez  Road W Ste  2202   |   B radenton FL  34210   |   NMLS #252580

Locally owned & operated since 2006
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DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers 
but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. 

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, 
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20
Cover Story: 

Megan 
Finke, 

Florida 
Home Group 

at eXp

C O N T E N TS
TABLE OF 

10
Partner 

Spotlight: 
Simply 
Travel

14
Rising Star: 

John  
Schafer

07
Meet The 
Sarasota 

& Manatee 
Real 

Producers 
Team

M E E T  T H E

S A R A S OTA  &  M A N AT E E 
R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

Nick Ingrisani
Writer

Rob Cox
Videographer

Mary Lobdell
Area Director

Katie Cremean
Ad Strategist

Allie Serrano
Photographer

Cheryl Piceu
Event Coordinator



Sarasota & Manatee Real Producers • 98 • January 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

The New Year is a time to say goodbye and hello. 

This January issue closes out our 2023 top agent distribu-
tion list. Will you be receiving the next issue as a top agent? 
Let’s hope so!

Thanks to all who were featured! We can’t wait to feature 
more Top Producers in Sarasota & Manatee this year.

2024 is a clean slate and a fresh beginning. Start the new 
year off right with a heart of gratitude and an optimistic out-
look. Expect good things this year. Shatter sales goals. Break 
records and make it the best year yet! Make meaningful con-
nections with clients and be grateful for your success. 

Get ready for more events this year. Meet more Top 
Producers, network, and have fun in the process.

It is an honor to be your publisher and meet talented profes-
sionals in the Sarasota and Manatee communities. All of you 
are an inspiration with your work ethic and determination.

Until next month!

Publisher Sarasota  
& Manatee Real Producers
mary.lobdell@realproducersmag.com
(941) 909-3345

(919) 608-2811

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
HELLO TOP PRODUCERS!HELLO TOP PRODUCERS!

publisher’s note

PHOENIX LOAN SOLUTIONS INC.

Your Trusted Conventional & 
Unconventional Mortgage EXPERTS

356 Interstate Blvd
Sarasota, FL 34240

 Partner With Us Today To See What 
We Can Do For Your Clients

ApplyPhoenix.com | 941-259-0167
t.cossey@applyphoenix.com

NMLS# 1996635

MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION COST BREAKDOWN:

When Real Producers magazines are within reach, 

clients not only recognize your appreciation for 

high-quality content but your association with  

top-producing industry partners.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

S A R A S O T A  &  M A N A T E E

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

need more copies 

15 COPIES

$95

$135

per 
month

per
month

10 COPIES

25 COPIES

$175

$200

per 
month

per
month

20 COPIES

For all questions, please reach out to Mary Lobdell  
at mary.lobdell@realproducersmag.com
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partner spotlight
Written by Nick Ingrisani

Photography by Allie Serrano 

F R O M  D E D I C AT E D  M O T H E R  T O  T R AV E L  E N T R E P R E N E U R

TRAVELSIMPLY

SIMPLY TRAVEL OWNER 
MICHELE WIRTH
“I tend to find out that a lot 
of clients have pigeonholed 
themselves into a certain 
type of travel. Then they 
discover when working 
with a travel advisor who 
can educate them about the 
options, pair them up with 
the correct guides or tours, 
and support them along the 
way… it ends up opening an 
entirely new world of travel 
for people.” 

Michele was born in  
New York and grew up in 
New Jersey. She got mar-
ried a few years out of high 
school and started having 
kids at 24 years old. As 
they grew up, she was very 
involved in their school pro-
grams and development. 

While travel had been put 
on the back burner while their kids were babies, it was 
always something Michele hoped to experience with her 
family since travel was not something she was afforded 
growing up. One early family vacation in Florida was an 
eye-opener for her, demonstrating the profound positive 
impact that quality time away from daily responsibili-
ties can have on people. Since that trip, Michele and her 
husband decided that travel wouldn’t be a luxury, but a 
priority in their lives. 

STARTING SIMPLY TRAVEL
By 2010 her three kids were getting older and she realized 
she wanted to find a new path of fulfillment in life. 

“My husband and I brainstormed together as we floated 
in the Gulf of Mexico and he said, ‘you love to travel and 

you’re good at planning 
it – why don’t you do it for 
a living?’. So I spent two 
years researching and taking 
courses, then started my 
travel business under a host 
agency in 2013.”

Thus Simply Travel was 
born. Now in 2023, they’re 
celebrating their 10th year in 
operation and are undergo-
ing a rebrand of the business 
to Simply Inspired Travel. 
But the real heart of the 
rebrand is what happens 
in their process behind 
the scenes. And all of it is 
centered on maximizing the 
level of attention and detail 
that each client receives 
from working with them. 

“We’re training agents to 
be more specialized so that 
when a client comes to us 
and is looking for something 

specific, we have someone that’s not only familiar with it 
but really an expert in that field.” 

Simply Inspired Travel sets itself apart from other travel 
advisors by taking the time to really listen to their clients 
and learn what they want. But more importantly, it’s about 
honing in on the end result that they’re really looking for. 
Once they figure that out then they’re able to curate the 
best possible experience for them. 

“Sometimes clients ask for something they think they 
want based on what a friend of theirs did only to find out 
through our questioning that maybe it wouldn’t suit them 
well. Maybe something they haven’t considered is a better 
fit. So the better we get to know our clients the more intui-
tive we become at helping them plan their travel.”
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Tiffany Sommers
www.letsorganize.biz • tiffany@letsorganize.biz

941.557.9577 

Michele has some clients who have come to her again 
and again over the 10 years they’ve been in business. 
But whether it’s a repeat client with an established rela-
tionship or a new client she’s never met, it’s all about 
taking a personalized approach, asking a lot of ques-
tions, and figuring out what really moves them. Simply 
Inspired Travel is also affiliated with many different 
brands and suppliers, so they’re able to customize 
someone’s personality with the right brand for a seam-
less travel experience that matches what they desire. 

A motivating factor for Michele’s wanting to grow 
her business was helping more people access the 
fruits of travel. For example, some families want to 
travel multi-generationally with parents, grandpar-
ents, and kids of all ages on the same trip, but the 
logistics are too challenging to navigate. Michele and 
her team aim to simplify the process and make it all 
possible. “Whether it a destination wedding, family 
reunion, or a group of 70-something ladies who play 
weekly Maj jong, I have a heart for the population out 
there who’s reluctant to travel but would if they had 
the support to do it.”

LIFE OUTSIDE OF SIMPLY INSPIRED TRAVEL 
As one can imagine, when Michele’s not work-
ing she loves to travel and spend time with her 
family. Many of her trips these days are visit-
ing her son in Colorado, her daughter in New 
Jersey, or everyone meeting in Napa for a family 
get-together. Michele also recently became an 
honorary “grandmother” and he is “the love and 
joy of my life.”

Michele is always looking forward to what’s 
ahead in travel and is eager to grow her business 
and help more people benefit from everything 
that travel has to offer. She’s currently hiring for 
a few remote positions and looking to bring on 
more people who are eager, motivated, and love 
to travel. 

“It’s the one thing that I think helps to heal people 
after something crazy like COVID. The more 
people are traveling, the healthier outlook people 
have. I’m excited to grow, be part of that, and to 
give more people opportunities to travel.”
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EARLY BEGINNINGS IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE

JOHNSC
H

AFER

Written by Nick Ingrisani
Photography by Allie Serrano 

rising star

“I grew up surrounded by it, so luxury 
real estate is in my blood. It is who I am.”

Born in Baltimore, MD, and migrating 
to South Florida at just one-year-old, 
John humorously quips that he decided 
to retire early to the Sunshine State. He 
grew up in South Florida – primarily in 
Ft. Lauderdale and Boca Raton – and 
became intimately acquainted with the 
Florida lifestyle and the local luxury 
real estate market. After high school, he 
studied at Florida Atlantic University 
and obtained a double major in Business 
Economics and Entrepreneurship. 

His familial ties run deep in Florida real 
estate. His mother, Janette Schafer, 
built her own luxury real estate broker-
age with 40+ agents, and John’s father, 
John Schafer IV, has been involved in 
various aspects of construction for over 
three decades. During summers and after 
school, John would work with his mother 
while also assisting his father. Even 

John’s brother, Justin Hamilton, found his 
niche in real estate.

Surrounded by real estate throughout 
his life, John decided to explore diverse 
careers to be sure of his path, includ-
ing flipping homes with his brother and 
working as a right-hand man to a luxury 
real estate developer with a multi-mil-
lion dollar portfolio. He also excelled in 
roles at Merrill Lynch and Okta, earning 
a Global Business Development Rep 
Award out of all their offices worldwide. 
Realizing his passion for both office work 
and community interaction, he relocated 
to Sarasota in December 2020 to pursue 
a full-time career in luxury real estate 
brokerage and investments.

BECOMING A STAPLE IN SARASOTA’S LUXURY 

REAL ESTATE MARKET

John’s extensive knowledge of the indus-
try made for a smooth transition into lux-
ury real estate. Upon arriving in Sarasota, 
he dove right into the community by 
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trying out restaurants, city/county 
parks, and local retail areas like UTC; 
he also attended city council meetings 
and connected with high-performing 
agents in his leading Coldwell Banker 
Global Luxury, Longboat Key office. 
Aware of the importance of a strong 
network, John began building a net-
work of contacts that included ven-
dors, contractors, attorneys, property 
owners, and everything in between. 
He also spent much of his free time 
getting to know the surrounding areas 
so he could best inform his clients. 

“When I first moved to Sarasota, I 
drove from Clearwater Beach down to 
Sanibel Island and Captiva. I wanted 
to know what the lifestyle was across 
the Florida west coast so I could help 
individuals and families find the best 

fit for their wants and needs. I’d go to 
different neighborhoods during the 
day and at night to know what was 
happening. I still do this! There is 
nothing like boots on the ground.” 

John jumped into real estate at a time 
when Sarasota’s luxury market was 
booming at a rapid pace. As part of the 
Coldwell Banker Global Luxury office, 
strategically located in St. Armands 
Circle, he emphasizes the exclusivity 
and specialization of their services. He 
chose to specialize in exclusive listings 
for residential properties in specific 
locations, mainly focused on luxury and 
waterfront properties. John’s unwav-
ering commitment and collaboration 
with a dedicated support team make 
him well-positioned as a key player in 
Sarasota’s luxury real estate landscape. 

“We only sell luxury residential real estate, 
and only work on exclusives in certain 
neighborhoods and areas within Sarasota 
and her islands. I want people to know that 
we specialize and are masters of our craft. 
We’re not just general agents.”

John is surrounded by the top real estate 
teams on the West Coast of Florida 
within the Coldwell Banker Global 
Luxury Longboat Key office. The office’s 
impressive track record and stature 
boasts over $5 billion in sales volume 
since 2021. He has strong relationships 
with select teams and individual agents, 
and his network both showcases John’s 
standards and underscores the caliber of 
properties he can access for discerning 
clients. John is also a business partner 
with his mother, Janette, and leverages 
her 22+ years of real estate brokerage 
experience whenever required to meet 
the needs of their clients. Above all, 
John sets high standards for his work 
and values discipline and consistency as 
the cornerstone of his approach.

“The relationships I foster and develop are 
everything to me. You never know who 
you’re going to meet and what they bring 
to the table. Helping sellers and buyers get 
what they want is very gratifying to me 
and this is why I seek out win-wins. To me, 
that’s how I get deals done.”

LIFE OUTSIDE OF REAL ESTATE

When not immersed in his luxury real 
estate brokerage practice or real estate 
investments, John finds solace in the 
Gulf of Mexico beaches, bays, and 
oceans. Whether he’s out on a boat fish-
ing, watching the world-class sunsets, 
exploring new restaurants, or golfing 
with his friends, he embraces the flexi-
bility and lifestyle that real estate offers. 
He loves to exercise regularly, explore 
local destinations around Florida, and 
meet new people from all walks of life.

In a constantly evolving industry, John 
stands as a testament to the fusion of 
heritage, innovation, and unwavering 
commitment, carving out a unique  
niche in Sarasota’s thriving luxury real 
estate market.

THE RELATIONSHIPS I 

FOSTER AND DEVELOP 

ARE EVERYTHING TO ME. 

YOU NEVER KNOW WHO 

YOU’RE GOING TO MEET 

AND WHAT THEY BRING  

TO THE TABLE. 
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Permanent Lighting 
for Homes, Pools & Businesses

• Lifetime Product Warranty
• One-Time Professonal Installation

• Millions of Colors, Patterns & Animations 
  with Music Capability- Controlled from a 

  Smartphone or Tablet
• Cloud Based Technology

• Hardly Noticable During the Day

ANY SEASON. ANY REASON
FREE ESTIMATES

941-210-5533 | west�oridatrimlight.com

Solution-Based Lending
Industry's Best Products & Pricing

CONTACT 727-871-3733 OR EMAIL BBLOCK@LINCOLNLEND.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION

PIER LENDING
NMLS # 1597801

BRENDON BLOCK
PRESIDENT, LINCOLN LEND
NMLS # 355238

FRANK COTO

LET US REVIEW OR BEAT A 
COMPETITOR'S ESTIMATE IN 15 MINUTES!

N O  N E W  A P P L I C A T I O N  R E Q U I R E D

Close in 15 days every time, no problem 
• Available Nights And Weekends
LLG VA Guarantee: We will beat any rate and cost $250+
No income docs primary Residentence purchase or Refi!
No minimum credit score on VA loans! 500 Minimum FHA
Foreign National & ITIN Non-Citizen Loans
Bank Statement Loans (No Paystubs, W-2, Or Taxes)
New Construction Loans & Rehab Loans • 1099 Only Loans 
(No Taxes!)
No Income, No Employment Investor Loans (Close in LLC)

Monthly Lunch & Learns in Tampa & Sarasota
C O N T A C T  U S  F O R  M O R E  I N F O !
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From Marketing & TV Production to Real Estate Success

FLORIDA HOME 
GROUP AT EXPFinke, 

Written by Nick Ingrisani
Photography by Allie Serrano Megan

“Not everyone fits into a cookie-cutter 

situation, so understanding clients on a 

deeper level is super important. I think 

that’s what sets us apart.”

Megan was born and raised in the Chicago 
area. After high school, she obtained a 
degree in marketing from Western Illinois 
University, she began her career in tele-
vision production. She worked at ABC7 
News in Chicago for a while before tran-
sitioning to creating a lifestyle network 
dedicated to health, fitness, and travel 
called Live Well Network. 

After seven years, the network shut 
down their lifestyle channel and Megan 

was forced to re-evaluate her career 
path. Part of her role in television 

was producing shows on rehabbing 
homes, so she decided to take the 
knowledge she’d gained around 
that to pivot into rehabbing homes 

on her own. It proved to be a fruitful 
transition that provided her with invalu-

able insights into the intricacies of the 
real estate industry. 

Starting Her Career in Real Estate

Megan got her real estate license to make 
the rehabbing process more efficient and 
her foray in real estate only snowballed 
from there. She partnered with a company 

that gave her leads and quickly became their 
top agent. It became clear that Megan was 
much more interested in residential real 
estate, so she decided to shelve the rehabbing 
and focus on real estate full-time.

“I have a lot of training on rehabbing. I 
understand the budgets and timelines, work-
ing with contractors, and the financing side… 
but in the end, I really enjoy residential. 

Megan began her full-time real estate jour-
ney in Chicago over a decade ago and brought 
her business and family to Sarasota six years 
ago. They have family in Clearwater and have 
been coming to Sarasota for many years. 
Over time, they simply fell in love with the 
area and decided to call it home. 

Through hard work and determination, 
Megan was able to quickly ascend in real 
estate and make a name for herself in the 
industry. Her approach is centered on getting 
to know the details, lifestyle, and person-
ality of each person she works with so she 
can adapt to their particular situation. With 
so many moving parts in every real estate 
transaction, it’s essential to be on point with 
everything at every step of the way. 

“The gratification of helping someone find 
their dream home is very rewarding. Every 
transaction is different. Every client is 
different. All have different needs. So it’s 
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not a mundane task, you really have to adapt to each 
individual situation, so I enjoy that process of it. In 
the end, I just love seeing my clients happy.”

Three years ago, Megan began working directly along-
side her husband Patrick, who had helped complete 
many of her rehabbing projects in the past. The duo’s 
ability to navigate the challenges of running a busi-
ness while maintaining a strong family bond has been 
instrumental in their success.

“Working with my Patrick has been great. We’d 
worked together in the past, and it’s always been won-
derful. He’s really enjoyed real estate so far. It is hard 
work managing a business and a family, but we’ve 
been able to through the years.” 

Looking into the Future 

Megan is currently leading a team of three agents 
under the EXP and Florida Home Group umbrella. 
She recently expanded their operations into the Cape 
Coral Fort Myers market. The team specializes in 
helping people relocate to the state – both nationally 
and internationally – and they provide assistance to 
clients who are interested in exploring different areas 
along the coast.

Above all, their focus is particularly on 55+ commu-
nities and active adult markets. They’re also new 
construction certified and can help clients navigate 
that process as well. Additionally, Megan is certified 
in luxury real estate, partnering with a network of 
luxury agents across the country.

Looking ahead, Megan envisions expanding further 
into the St. Pete/Tampa market within the next six 
months. She’s planning to extend her team’s reach 
to the Naples market for now, with the ultimate goal 
of having a team spread out across the state. Megan 
would love to focus more of her energy on training 
and coaching agents to ensure that the team upholds a 
consistent standard of excellence and service. 

Outside of work, Megan loves spending time with her 
family and taking advantage of all the outdoor activ-
ities that Florida has to offer. And now that her kids 
are entering high school, she and Patrick are on the 
lookout for more opportunities to give back to their 
community. 

Overall, Megan’s steadfast commitment to her clients, 
unique marketing background, and attention to detail 
bring a passionate and personalized approach to the 
Sarasota real estate market.

T H E  G R AT I F I C AT I O N  O F  H E L P I N G 

S O M E O N E  F I N D  T H E I R  D R E A M 

H O M E  I S  V E R Y  R E WA R D I N G .   
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C O V E R    S T O R I E SC O V E R    S T O R I E S
year-in-
review

MAY
Katy McBrayer-Lynch

JUNE
Moriah Taliaferro

JULY
Ray Collins

AUGUST
Toni & David Zarghami

SEPTEMBER
Shayla Twit

OCTOBER
Jessica Peterson

NOVEMBER
David Halligan

DECEMBER
Michelle Ward
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n2co.com

of creating community connection 
through magazines like this, 

for readers like you.

#N20anniversary
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EXCEPTIONAL REALTORS 
WITH EXCEPTIONAL CLIENTS
DESERVE EXCEPTIONAL MOVES

941-447-9715
STRONGERMOVING.COM

 Hey! Have you
heard about 

Radiant Property
 Inspection?

radiantinspect.com   info@radiantinspect.com  
941-462-1897Contact Us Today!

• Pre-listing/Pre-Sale Inspection • New Construction
• Luxury Home Inspection • Wood-Destroying Organisms
• Air Quality/Mold Testing • Sewer Scoping
• Pool & Spa • Radon Testing
• 90 Day Warranties included Mold Safe, Sewerguard, Roof
• Dock & Seawall Inspection -in-water diver available

SCAN HERE 
to See What
Top Agents 
Says!

Lending 
Without

Jason Schneider

Loan O�cer
Movement Mortgage

1051 Winderley Place, Ste 100,
Maitland, FL 32751

NMLS # 1849287
p: (347) 277-5422

e: jason.schneider@movement.com

Boundaries
Providing Superior Service

A HOMEGROWN VISION FOR FLORIDA REALTORS IN 2024

GIA ARVIN Written by: Gia Arvin

from the desk of the president

We enter 2024 at a time when our 

industry is facing challenges; however, 

successful professionals turn all 

challenges into opportunities. At 

Florida Realtors we are excited to 

begin this year reminding ourselves 

that Realtors in Florida enjoy the 

unique advantage of a state full of 

hometowns where new homeowners 

join our communities every day.

Each of our successes begins and ends 
at home, and our success is just that: 
homegrown. Florida Realtors is proud to 
advance our hometowns through advo-
cacy and professionalism and ensure that 
everyone has a place in our industry. 

Advocacy is at the heart of what makes 
our industry successful; behind every 
successful real estate transaction 
are decades upon decades of critical 
advocacy work that made that deal 
possible. Realtor advocacy efforts are 

also essential in blocking harmful laws 
and other measures that could threaten 
our profession, our livelihood, and the 
growth of our communities.

As Realtors, we understand the 
need to protect our businesses but 
also cherish the importance of our 
relationships with each other. We 
intentionally cooperate with our com-
petitors, and to do so successfully, we 
must adhere to our Code of Ethics and 
protect the professional environment 
in which we work together in. As your 
President, I am dedicated to promot-
ing products and tools to increase our 
efforts as professionals.

Last month, this magazine featured an 
introduction to a new product available 
to ALL Realtors: Forewarn. Forewarn 
is an intuitive, easy-to-use identity 
verification and risk assessment tool 
designed to enhance your safety. To 

take advantage of this new FREE prod-
uct just visit Floridarealtors.org.

As we celebrate our hometowns, we 
also remind ourselves that our real 
estate story does not end at our bor-
ders. The appeal of owning a piece of 
paradise extends far beyond. According 
to the National Association of Realtors’ 
2023 Profile of International trans-
actions in the US, 23% of all foreign 
buyers purchased property in Florida. 

We are a global family and I am proud 
to lead an inclusive environment 
that includes all of our practitioners 
whether residential or commercial. 

I encourage anyone with questions to 
reach out to us and let us know how we 
can further your business. Individually, 
we are one voice – together, we are a 
strong power of influence and progress.

2 0 2 4  F L O R I D A  
R E A L T O R S  P R E S I D E N T , 



H o m e  A d d i t i o n s  |  P a i n t i n g  &  D r y w a l l
I n t e r i o r  &  E x t e r i o r  R e m o d e l i n g
K i t c h e n  &  B a t h r o o m  R e n o v a t i o n s
E l e c t r i c a l  &  P l u m b i n g  U p g r a d e s
C u s t o m  B u i l d s

Exceeding Expectations, Enhancing Value

(239) 895-4110
gc@southpawremodeling.com

southpawremodeling.com


